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9&9@ SAINT ANDREW’'S ABBEY
ﬁ A Monastery of the Order of Saint Benedict

le 15 Fevrier 1998

Isabelle Armitage
500 Glenwood Circle #2311
Monterey, CA. 93940

Chere Isabelle,

Quand le Pere Raphael etait a Chengtu, au Szechwann, 11 a ecrit une
longue relation sur les evenements qui ont touche notre monastere,
durant 1'occupation communiste. L'histoire est tres interessante.

I1 y a bien des annees, vous l'avez traduiteen anglais. Nous avons
deux copies de cette traduction, mais nos coples sont devenues telle-
ment mauvaises que plus de la moitie du texte est inintelligible.
Auriez-vous encore une copie: originale du texte? Si vous en avez une,
je serais content de 1'avoir. J'en ferai immediatement quelques copies
et vous renverrai votre copie originale.

Je vous demande cela par ce que je suis devenu l'archiviste de la mailson.
Je tache de rassembler le plus de documents possibles pour 1'histoire de
notre monastere de Chine. Ceci pour les generations futures.

Comment va votre sante? Est-ce que vous enseignez encore le francais?
Quand aurons nous la joie de vous revoir a Valyermo? Ici, les santes sont
plus ou moins bonnes. Le temps est pluvieux, rare au desert!

En attendant le plaisir de vous revoir, je vous reste bien devoue en St. Benoit.

/
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Vilévewv o g =,
/Fr. Werner, 0.S5.B.
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Christmas 1949 lVJfKqu44Lf_ﬂw&Jd6q5 L{ﬁ4~ br &
In December,part of the last Nagtionalist Army left for Teswon

(Formosé} The part which remained was surrounded by communist f7.»7

atmi<e and surrenderad. The city of Chengtu was HIDFHHHEXENHH

shrouded in apprehension and fear; we were going to be under

communist rule, most definitively. RHIANAMHEXBNEX XX IANHE

L. Ly L v

YPENHK, Gn.nﬁ:uﬁﬁér 25, Christmas 1949, power was completely
assumed,

But Christmess means L#if"God ¢» with us,"and we
dafvisadnntaty had faith despife the undefinable quivering of

our nerves and soulis As in previous years we had planned o
4 T4 A.(\'E;’:\v
spend Christmas eve with university and ludebwldiawe school

teachers and students, most of them non=Catholics. Theye
Fhdem |
were approximately twenty, At 11:30 pm, as I was baptizing
B ere Qo Shatd
a professor and a university student, Viwnine could be heard in

tihie city. Midnight Mass followed; Jesus -Christ Eimself
descended inte our Chapel, and God was really with us. Ubat
had we to fear? Arcund six o'clock in the morning on Christm:s
day I baptized a whole family, father, mother and four chil:draow;
the youngest was only a few months old, VWhile the atiicisiic
cormunist, were taking ovey the city, God s5till relgned and
increased his Churclhi. In the afternocon we gave a parsy for
more than one hundred people in our monastic refectory; Bishon
Henri Pinault, of Chengtu, was presiding. And during that time
Chengtu was {alling under the communist voke.

The firsy scommunist action was Ho post on the walls of
H

. 1 S P : it - -
the city, and to proclaim everywhere the wordss Freedom oI
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thought, freedom of speech, freedom of religion," They
proclaimed all freedoms. But the actiong which immediately
followed this first one was to suppress all non=communist
books and newspapers and all freedom of expression.

December 26 or 27

The population was invited to aceclaim the wvictorious
fommunist Army as it marched through the streets of the city.
We were going to have to live with the communis§, so we
might as well find out immediately what they looked like.

I went with another Father to see the parade. The Eishop of
Chengtu had the same idea; we met him as he was watching with
Father Charel. The streets were full of people., The soldiers

were not

marched. on several rows; they wmzmki/holding their heads hizh

as conquerors should, Their heads were bowed, their lezs moved

with difficulty; they scemed very tired. Their clothes were ol
P, Busiilon | J-"-.a‘fv"i‘*?
newf'and their guns wore @ul, Despite their obvious wvictory

they had no triumphant air. The crowdf did not acclaim then,

they Jjust looked, dull, fear showing on their faces and in their

-1\1

£ £
entire demeanor. To prevent any bad surprise  the communists
g 3 taree O 6 ¢ iL FEn i_.’ Fiw
had forbidden any wosdiiesnibbvtlon, particularly the use of Tirecrnlicrys

so popular in China Lo exnress vwelcome and jovy.
Jenuary 1570

Around one H%X of2lock one afternocon an old Catholic lauwyay
friend brought in a cuestionable losking man. He had an evil

facey, ami Kent his bat on his head and never gave any gresitino,

4 A
I introduced them inte the kip-hall and asked them tn bhe seaved,
It seamed they wanted to know my thoughts. Our Cathalic friend

did the talking, under the watchful glance of his companion,

"ifo are now under communist rule.



"Yes we ¥are under communist rule,’

“What do you think of the communisf rule?"

"Before I can have an opinion I have to see it at work,"

“And what do you think of America?"

|"I have never been to America, but they say its people
are free."

"And what do you think of Russia?"

"This time I have no opinion, There is the iron curtain,
‘ . without
nobody can ge in or out wxkhk/the approval of the Government.
So, what can one knowj"

Cur friend's compénion was following the conversation,
watching both of us; he WA was not talking,

continued ..

"De you have any wishes?" XXX&/our Catholic friend,
"Is tﬁere something you would like inder @ommunist rule?”

"Oh, certainly. I would like to see the planes return and
the cémmunications reestablished with the foreign countries,”

Just then a plane flew over the city. -

"Iisten," said the companion "here are the planes." His
tone was triumphant, he had betrayed himself. He motioned to
our friend that the conversation was over., They both rosc.

The communist glanced at the crucifix on the parlor wall, and

I escorted them to the door. Az e left the communist 1ifted

his hat slightly. Ilie

XY themy

In the c¢ity of Chengtu there were only two or three
S
newhapers left, Adl communist. An order was published in
the official paper for all aliens to rewort to Party delegntes:

they were to make their "confession'. ‘“e were ssen +o bo

LEATEY Yy should X Bd0 s



have
surprised to see how much the communists/attempted to imitate
strength
the Catholic Ciwurch., They admire its organization and the/¥xXXAXk%
as models
of the Christians, setting them/iﬁXKXKﬁKIK to Party members.,

Thus, on March 25th I reported to make my "confession",
f =
I was introduced in%ankﬁvg;?ﬁ;%ﬁ where a Party representative
was alone. He received me politely and asked me to be seated.
The first contact is usually polite for they have a twofold way
of gaining new converts. To begin with,they attempt to convince
XXXXXYNX with brainwashing or communist indoctrination, If they

succeed in changing
0.3 R ERNE 356 ¢ b Q-

KB XHIMAHHEK/ your ideas and your heart to the
roint that you will effectively work for them and under their
direction)it is finey You are won to the cause. If you refuse
their doctrine, &Y or if you do not work for them although
accepting the doctrine, then they will use ﬂofc:; prison or
forced labor, which they label "reeducation work"., In the last
resort,if they believe thal you might present a danger for them
Y
they will mdﬁe away with you. 7The Catholic Church also washes
brains and hearts. If you donft accept the dectrine you may
not belong to the Church but you are not sentenced to death}
Zhe Church lets God be the judge. And if you die with an unclean
heaxrt,
HEA KAUYY/God again will ke the judge.

To show how mush the communists really want to imitate ¥3¥
the Church and covercoms intellects and hearts as well as psnetrois
to the inermost sgulﬁ, I am quoting here an article of theixr
"catechism”, Yes, they have one, I read it in Chinas

?Love.the Communis®t Party with all you heart, all your soul,
and in all your activities."

i1 i

To return to my "conlession’s After the usual quasticns

2

concerning name and nationality, and reasons for being in Chinng



the "confessor" inquired:

‘"What are'your relations with the Bishop of Chengtu?"

We have the same Catholic Faith."

\ “No, no. What are your financial‘relations with the Bishop?"

"We are completely independent."

This was the beginning of the attack to take over ocur
)ﬁnastery. We shall see how it was later conducted and Ewith
what success. And the questionning continued.

"Do you have any friends in Chengtu?"

l.'T.'.l'.lfxy, of course."” |

"And who are youf friends?"

"All missionaries."

MAnd among the missionaries who is your best friend?"

ﬁAll equally."”

ﬁNo, no. Yourcertainly have among them a gocd frierd."

ﬁI am sorry, all equally,"

Followed questions about our relations with ENEAFIX
€hinese and foreign personalities, ¢l our ideas concerning
the new communist regime and our past activities. Thent -

"What is the aim of your Institute of Chinese and Western
Cultufal Studies "

"To make known “estern culture to the Chinese and Chinese
culture to Oégiéent;}so"

And this was the beginning ot the attack against our
Institute.

My "confession'" had already lasted two hours, and I was

feeling tired. VWhile my "confessor” was taking a little rest

oA

AT s
I intarrogated hims
™

"What is you noble name?}"
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"Yuan,"

I-’1.ﬁ|!1r1y,1:1‘1en you must know our Father Wilfrid.:"

Father Wilfrid Veitz, from-1046--te~19U48y had taught
English at West China Union University and ;ﬁfNational
: e 1Y b by T -
University of Szechwan in Chengtu3V He had a friend there
who used to borrow books from our library. Caught unawares,
the communist answered:

"Yes, I know Father Wilfrid."

But he immediately added:

"You may go now."

I relfized later that the communists ded not like to
be questioned, they wishgno human relationship with thosse
they name "imperialists'". They especially E¥HXX disliked
questions ésked by "imperialists" wha they are several, fearing
that their cgmpanioﬁs might accuse them for answers giveng
and they‘éijtglk away from the indiscreet one. This time
I was the one to leave, happy to be out.

Father Kowaczeck then entered the room for his "confession',
e belonged to the Society of Divine Word (S.V.D.) and Lad
taught German with ENXHEOCOREEXIXAIIIXELY TFather Kaliser, S.V...

adg & e i L
in-a- University in Sian, Shensi Province. Eoth had moved to

#

Chengtu at the time of ¢the communist advance., For approximataly
a yvear FAther Kaiser had been living with the Spanish Redemntoriszt
Fathers whose convent jcinsd our monastery on the east =ide,
Father howaczeck lived with us. Foth were splendid priest;
with a happy dispoesition, both were of German origin.

like all other missionaries, every foreign monk in our
monastery, Father Bildebrand lMarga, then Subprior, tho Fatiexrs

Emile BEutruille, REleutherius Winance, Alberic de Crombirugghe,

Yerner Papeians de MHerchoven, Gaetan loriers, bhad to report to



%% the authorities for their "confession'. Our contacts with
the €ommunists were MEAEMXH i tightening up and becoming more
frequent.

March - April

A military training school moves into a former elementary
school on the west side of the monastery and requests the first
rooms of the monastery for their infirmary. Request granted.
They move out within three months,

we wore recaiving daily

At the monastery/visits by armed policemen and Party
delegates. During the first months they were more or less
polite. One arfternoon two Party delegates appeared. Ono of
them visited Father Werner, the Procurator, whose room was close
to the monastery entrance. The other engaged conversation with
me. Followed XN XFIQIMMNEHEXRNXAYXEOOINIIOEXY a two=hour
discussion on the c¢reation and origin of man:

" said the comrunist.

"We are all descended from the ape,

|.‘Ce:(‘taixn'_ly not,"

"Yes, Darwin said so."

"He didn't prove it, he offered it as pure hypothesis.
Read his book."

And now, as I write this in Hong Kong, in 1952, after wy
expulsion frem China, I recall that another missionary, sharvper
than I, answered after a long argument on the same subjects

"All right, I will agree that vou communists are descended

from the ape, but I certainly am not,"

He was accused ths next day of baving sald that the

werse
communists/descended from the ape.
1;“? te? T ,z., 7«. -4 . . »
The avylueons between the communist and & centinued about

e

the existernice of God and of the soul. IHe Tinally salds



"We hate our ennemies unto death,"

And I answereds

" We Catholics do not hate our ennemies, and we attempt
to better the bad people We have to deal with,"

He then uttered thisismemorable pﬁfﬁén:

"Yes, I know, The difference between Catholic and
communist is that you have love while we have hate."

He was quite right. Lﬂis name was Mr. Changl

The nights were gloomy, X CAHXAXAXHANYECHTEHXINE@IVEY

KNI X EENAK OO RN EIOEHAEXE In the old EXRXXINCIHNXEX house

-”hnunted by the devil, .y
/acooralnb to popular bellef~i-_whéchmwas located” beyond our
7 o SSs ”.'ﬁ "w,L.

south wall;ﬁthe Committee for the notorious fsraxrian Reform

was at work juging ¢He former landlords. The communist wanted
P :’ ;;.f‘,-?i.’

Lok s ¢,¢A4-‘.. /

to extort ihei ~»?1d ~" They tortured their prisonners who
shrieked with pain. Their cries would ¥IKE awake us and make
us shivers.
April 23

Persecution against fereigners, Protestant and Cathelic

-

missionaries alike; intensified; the communist vice was tightenin:

up. Police and Partyv delegates encouraged those who knew tho
ALk gunle
monks to $&tuse them. They would inguire about past and nresent

activities of all missionaries. Armed policemen entered the

monastery at any time. Ve wWere warned by our faithful dogs,
.". RS

theyr often harked furiously as though they were sayving:

"The policemen are here,'
. considoring
And they WI¥XIYEAY walked in our refectory/IL iy
Sinmeng
everything with a~blavk look., XXX I would invite them to

cat with us; they always declined, knowing that they would
be accused of 2 fraternising with imperialists

We knew that we were accused of hidding sples in the



T R
monastery, as well as of having a transmittor,X XX guns,and

objects having belonged to the American Army, which from 1943
to 1945 had set up nine or ten-%%%ﬁ&iénnoampa in the g;%iﬂﬁws¢
of the city. From there,American planes took off to bomb
Japan. For several years Father Werner acted as Auxiliary
Chaplain in the U. S. Air Force. And I often offered Mass at
the Military Hospital in Chengtu and in their eé%ﬁ%l

14559 S CHEREN FEd HEESRELSE (. SO EGRET ¢ S 6250 .6 ¢-8.¢.6.4:0.1.3.0 @8 3754
XAXNEK There had been no regular searchgyivbut we had had
frequent visits from the police and lengthy individmal
questionings, The searches were about to begin.

In the afternoen of April 23rd, 1950, the police in

a s
charge of QédiLiaseans, accompanied by a good number of armed
soldlers, suddenly made its appearance and carried out a search
in the 9:g§§e§gétékv, including the houses which were close
to the street. The monastery itself was most-sorioushym ...~
examined., But rather than a thorough search it was a reconnoitrin-
of the place., It seemed they were looking for a transmittor and
4ham objects received from the American %ymy during the war,
The American A;my had been most genercus with all Cathcolic and
Protestant Missions., The communist government had decreed,
retroactively, that all ebjiects having belonged to the American
%;@y became government property, and had to be delivered.

No one was permitted to leave during the search., That
evening we learned that a similar search had been carried out,
at the same time, at the Bishep's House.

In the morning of April 25th, Father Emile brought four
books written in Chinese and saids

"These are anti-communist boks."

I glanced through them. He was right., 1 tore them up
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and threw them in the waste-basket. In checking my room I
found a beautiful big photograph of Mr, James H, McWilliams,
XMEXEHH¥KX Director of the Chengtu branch of the Sffibe oF
WanwlnformatLowthndéﬁaihﬁhMﬂr@AaThis Catholic gentleman eoften
visited the monastery and had become our friend, He had left
us some money for the education of a young Chinese whom he had
dind Who
converted, &uMﬂ&&&im@@hﬁﬁhad been baptized and had received
First 0O¥¥NY Holy Communion in our Chapel on Christmas night
1959==, I tore up the picture, saying:

"James, I love you very much, but..."

i threw the pieces in the waste-basket, determined to
burn the,content the next daye.

That same evening (April 25) all the monks retired to
their rooms after saying Compline in the Chapel. I had a room
on the second floer, ow the south-east side. I was working,
Around HYNEXXKXXXEH 9:15 I heard some strange noilses on the
ground flooxr where Father Hildebrand and Father Werner had
their rooms. I listened. It wa;::he monks talking, but a
number of unfamiliar voices. Could it be the police for a
night visit}? Curious, I went out,leaving my door open,and
walked into the dark corridor tov-+~ds the stairs. There I
saw a silhouette, and {tihe man salds

"Gat bnck in your roomi®

M fiho are you?’ I asksd,

"Get back in your roomi" He had a gun.

I returned to my lighted room. The man was following tea.
I looked at him. Zgwas a policeman,

"Get back ini"

5o X did’and closed the door, It was obviocusly a night

search. All I could think of were the torn beooks and picture

: . s YR
s B R



I had thrown in the waste-basket. What to do ? After an hour
I heard steps in the corridor in direction of my room. A knock
on the door, I sa}k

"Come in!"

Three times they knocked, Three times I answered to come
in, As no one opened the door I finally opened it myself,

There were six or seven policemen, their chis&f, Mr. Wang
showed ime the search warrant, I asked them in.

"Search him!" said Mr. Wang.

And they didé while he immediately plunged into the waste-
basket and sat at my desk. He rummaged through the waste~baske+
and pulled out a handful of sheets, I became nervous watching
him. But I could not afford to be, so I lighted a cigarette
and regained my composure. Mr. Wang looked at the brand new
Pages and cried:

"What a pity, what a pity,X{(YEAXXI¥ a new book all torn
Up... Please tell me,ir. Wen (my Ehinese name}, what is the
title of this book?"

As I had torn up four books I iznored which one he was
holding, But Chinese boolk{bear their title in the margin of
each page . I saids

"The title is in the margin.

e readf:

i The I¥Y Adlling VYorld,’

it vwas a book by Eish6§ Sheen. (To thiis date I do not

Lead
Know its . bitle in Bnglish.) @ course, the Bishop spoke out azainss
communism in his bool. HFir. Wangﬁﬁgiéﬁhé while longer then asked:

"}r. Wen, why did you tear up this beok,"

Sy

Hecause there were passates agsinst communisme. I do not

wish to keep such books in our library.”
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Mr, Wang locoked at me, sSpeechless, and never more did the
communists speak to me about the book. Still, Mr. Wang felt the
need to cry some more; he had just retrieved from the waste-
basket the torn photographs

and pristine

"Such a beautifull/picture, torn up also, what a pity!l"

During that time , the policemeny were conducting a
thorough search of my two rcoms. One of them had found a large

photograph; he showed it to me askings

"Who is this gentleman?"

/ g

) ol ,ﬂ\"_'w S #RE LY i [

"He is my friend, Mr. James McWilliams, whe-was the dirsctor-

"/ﬁ%f 3 ity wad w it ;i".‘l-(u
of—the Gffice -of War-Infermation during the war. Yauxiaxug

was found

a similar picture/in the waste~-basket."

Mr. Wang kept silent, but he took the undamaged picture
and the pieces of the torn one. The search continued, thorough,
in my bedroom. There were a number of metal lockers. Every

Was

one ene, examined. By midnight they were not through. Two of
the policemen} were puzzled; they were bolding a holy card and
inquireds

"What is this?"

I looked at it. It was a representation of the Iioly

Trinity, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit under the

form of a dove., This card had been designed by Dom Bruno
. ~ : o : M 2

Groenendaal, artist-monlk ol the ayve de Saint-Andre in
Bruges, Uelgium., It wa3s past midnight and I thought that
it would be impossible to explain the Heoly Trinity to thess
communists, I returned the card saying:

"I do not understand." '

ofhosite
And the search continued in a little chapel Cuocliglal g vy

reoms. The tabernacie was smpty, nevertheless I bad to onpen
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it because they thought it might conceal firearms., They
looked behind the altar.... Then they visited the rooms of
Father Kowaczeck and of Father Eleutherius, on the same floor.
Both Fathers were rubbing their eyes, and I couldn't tell
Qhether they were calm. INXFAYKEXXEXAMEMASXNXXYXHAH The blanket
on the bed in Father Eleutherius's room was neatly inscribed
"UsS,A,", but I sat on it, and they never saw it. Then it
ﬁas the room in which Father Thaddeus Yang had lived until he
had to return to Belgium for serious health reasons in 1949,
Cpposite was the restroom.

"What's in that room?"

"It is the restroom,"

ﬁut Mr. Wang did not'dare walk in fivrst. I then showed
them to the stairs which led to the third floor and I wanted
to go along; but the policeman on guard at the stairs said:

"Get back in you room!'

So,I vert, back, and I felt I had earned to take some rest.,

radping

I slept till three o'clock in the morning when I heawd mxxaw/on
the door, It was Father Werner:

"The policemen are asking for vou,"

I went down. There were some mnlicemen asleep on chairz,
but MNr. Wang was in rather Werner's room. He said:

"Sign this paperd testifying thaém%ere polite.”

I signed it. le then asked me to sign another paver
AMEREAENEYXEX attesting that they had ézgég/ photographs
they had found as well as an "appliance's I looked at the
"appliance" he was holding in his hand. It was Father Alberic's
hearing aid. Father was 311 at the Catholic Hospital, thoralorea
e was not in his room, but they had feund his hearing aid.

¢«o Were later told that they wondered whether Z43¥ it had some
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St
connection with the,transmittor we had been accused of hiding,
We tried to explain what it was, but they would not believe
1 very

us. X¥/went on to tell them it was a ¥8X¥/delicate piece of
equipment, ¥NX that it was most difficult to procure another,
besides, Father Alberic needed it. We insisted that they bring
it back; they promised. It tnok many visits from Father Werner
to get it back., In the meantime we kpd learned they had
inquired in town about this mysterious HUUXNHY device, never
having seen anythingﬂéhiﬁi;;T To conceal their ignorance, a
group of policemen lesd by Mr. Wang came some days later with
another policemm they said was deaf. The story Wagiﬁ; wanted
to buy such a hearing aid. We told them to write to Hong Kong.

The night search had lasted six hours. They had examined
everything, including the refectory and the kitchen K accompanied
by Father Werner., He had to follow them to the attic which they
thoroughly checked. They also looked most carefully under the
roof, in search giaéﬁgv;;ansmittor,the spies and the firearms.
we—-had-been -accused--of concealings Then the@ affixed seals on
the attic which remained over a month, despite éur Father
Procurator's persistent commlaints, Je would visit the ponlics
often, protesting of our need for the attic.

The Fathers hildebrand and Werner had to open the tabarnacls
of the monastery Chanmel. To one of them who inguired whv ths
search, it was replied:

"Hecause you have been - 2lliiad.

To father Werner who stated he did not expect a night visit,
Mr, Wang replied:

"We have so much to do that days are not enough,"

The #Fatiers Hmile, Alberic and Gaetan had their rooms ol

the third floor to which I had been refused access; and I cannot
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recall whether our Chinese monks, Father Paul and Brother Peter,
had their X¥XENYXXXYXX third-floor rooms searched.

This then WHXXIIONXEMIXXE is the story of the night search,
‘fb be 5;2;?:1 must add that in leaving us Mr. Wang saidi

"Forgive us for having disturbed you."

They had found neither spies; transmittorior firearms,
becaude there were none. I learned later, though, that they
wWere to accuse me of having a transmittor which I used to keep , ..
Truman informed. Their two greatest ennemies were America and
the Fopes, There were many cartoons of the Pope in their
magazines, represented in his pontifical cope, the tiara on
bis head, blessing with one hand while in the other he received
money fro;i%fuman; or else the Pope wzgﬁzgessing with cne

under
hand while guns emerged from/his cope.

*
% 3

All that had been pleasant in Chana was rapidly changing
under communist rule. The Chinese themselves were changed.
The communists were attempting to mold them in their image.
Thgbhqd won the battle against the Jationalist army, now they
were after the hearts and minds off the Chinese people. They

did not seem very success(ul. Soon after their arrival they had

4

organized in all univorsities and schooly, K as well as everywhere,

3

what they called "eclasses in politiecs." in which they tought

t

the marxist doctrine. At the Eishop'!s flouse they had commandeers:

the Lest reoom, the one in which the Bishop received the Vicercy

in tihwe o0l1d days. There was held the class for Christians who
forty three hundre

were fetched by armed policcemen. Out of e/ C hristians in

A
7

Cheny i mavbe forty attended voluntarily. Their chief wvas



-]6=

Mr. Niu.
Communist spies were every“place, in schools, in homes,

in tea houses. In the pre-communist days the tea houses were

ane .
always full, The Chinescloved to stay.indefinetely, telling

Jokes, laughing and ccenversing without fear. But now the
..
fghinescpeopleéwere losing their lavghter and their galety; they

“Lﬁ)‘&u\.w
had become almost mute for fear of talebearers.

It was in 1950 that a uni%érﬁity student accused his father
of
of having burried his gold in a corner xn/the garden, 'havlng

o e

given him away to the communists /they searched the garden corner
7.7 (o .

and found the gold. Theiggn was proclaimed a heroabavéngwpfeven
he~loved—the prarty more than his father.

We could no longer leave the city., Still we had a need for

g brein £

Tecreationy and the only thing left hKX/the theatre, We went
guite often during the first year of the regime., It was rather
sad entertainment, nevertheless it proved a means of getting

familiar with the communist tactics.to poison minds and hearts,

Every single motion picture I saw taught hatredy hatred ¥EXI(¥

for foreigners, hatred for the old landlords, hatred for religion,

hatred for family 1life, hatred ... rywhere, hatred for the "war

Jdord Chiang Hai-shek Joy was totally annihilated. The communis

are true sons of hatred of which' they also are the fathers,

I almost forgot to tell that a few weeks after the victory
Gominunii st s REXXNLK the¥ has asked that the city of Chengtu

organize a sélemn recention in their honor; they demanded it
in fact, and they demanded it of all social and religious

ol

organisationsy --Xke the Catholic Cnurch included. The Church

per se. Thoy went to the Bishop's liouse. They came to me in iy

b
person of the previously mentioned C Catholic riiend,

fv3
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"Why would you not ‘presidel the Catholic delegation and
make ﬁ speech greeting the communists("

"Well, I am both a K#¥X&A Catholic priest and a foreigner;
I have no right to intervene in Chinese affairs.,"

The Bishop had alsoc refused. Later we learned that the
Buddhist abbot from the most famous neighboring monastery
had accepted the invitation. In his welcoming speech he had
saids

"You have promised to work for the good of the people;
I expect you to perform,'

Pretty soon the Buddhist monasteries were occupied and

barracks

converted into H¥HE¥YX¥/or schools. All holdings of Buddhist or
Taoist monasteries were, of course, confiscated, in the same
manner as all real estate, Catholic or other. The holdings
of the Catholic Church were taken over by the government, not
uﬂggr "Church holdings* but ug&eﬁv"large holdings'".

Like %ﬁe“Americains the Chinese peasant had hoped for
an "agrarian reform"., They had hoped to be given land. Instead

) mere ground

they received u/patch of tard/and after the taxes were paid
they had just a 1little rice left,
May 1950

After the night search ol April 25th, we had not been
informed of any results until the end of May. They had taken

the hearing aid from Father Alberic's room, photegraphs, caliling

HH

ap

cards, and other ‘documents” from Father NAXH Werner and myself,
They had also found undeclared bullets in Father Werner!s roorm,
In May Father Werner and I were summoned to the headquarters of
the police for aliens, , |

Wets

"iWhy HYAVUEHE were you so friendly #u Mr. MeWilliams /{1l

director.of ~the Chengtu branch of the O, W,imt He was a sny.”



"He was a Catholic and came to Mass in our Chapel; we
became friends.”

"You gave him political informations,"

"Never."

"Did he not have his offices in you monastery for quite
a while?7"

"Yeé, in the same manner as your school used rooms in our
monastery for its infirmary."

"You have declarel hawing a revolver and bullets; yet we
hbave found bullets which do not belong to the deelared revolver,
Therefore you have other revolvers! Where are they?"

"We have no other revolvers."

The questionning lasted at least onz HHEXE hall hour.
Then;

cffects

"We will come and remove all &ifiasds which belonged to.-kﬂ»
the American army, you will have to give them dl up. All LL ;;J
having belonged to the American armyfﬁbw nr?;propferty of the
People's Government,"

We were dismissed and escorted to the monastery by dupaidd

gLl sart gl G4 U
policemen and soldiers who were to remove all the i inean
Lol s lensedi o the Anollandgsiny. The search lasted several

days, and they carried everything (or almost everything) awvay

in one half dozen large trucks: Chairs, benches, bicycles,
projector, jerrycans (empty or full of gas), approximately
Seventy phonograph records. Thsy piled everything helter~shkeitar
in the trucks., MNany of these things had never belonged to

the American army, they were taken regardlesgbecause we bad

no "preof of purchase',

We remained with two pianos, feon drums and bdhout lorty
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excellent records, we needed music! Later when I was in

prison I was accused of not having delivemithem. They contended
these objects had belonged to the American army. We were
allowed to keep blankets and American clothes, "just a few
each", and one empty jerrycan. They proceded the same way

at tﬁe Bishop's House, and I have grounds to believe the

Same thing happened to the Redemptorist Fathers,

A few days later, with a large magnet 4£hsy secured from
the Redemptorist Fathers, the policemen searched the wells
at the bishop's House and at the monastery. From my window
I watched the proceedings. They retrieved a piece of wire
from one of our wells; and that was all,

Jdune 1950

At the beginning offune Father Yerner and I were summeorned
Fo

again o the headquarters of the police for aliens. There we
found Bishop Pinault, of Chengtu. Mr, Wang, the police officer,
was there too in casual clothes, he faintly smiled and left
as we entered. Then he returned in full uniform and hat.
He sat down as ¥¥¥ our condemnation few concerning the American
Army effects confiscated by the Feoples' Government was read.,
Then in a halting and embarrased [..l.ion he said:

"You wmld deserve a very severe punishment. But.... the
Peoplé‘x Government ,..¢ 15 generous and.e.es You are forziven.
Remember thoushe... if vou do not observe the laWeo.o you will
be punished most severaly. I am giving you.osse & WATtIliliTeosos
very severe,'

Iie rose abruptly and left XNXIMNHIOIN XXX MN AR EL
BEXXEXIANXNY ignoring us. We looked at one another, reilized it

was over, and walked out,



July = October 1950

I do not recall any precise dates, It is enough to say that
during the whole of 1950,monastic Jife and work weMt on as usual.
We were certainly not at ease; fear was present in the city

and above all in the schools. The so-called People's Tribunals
1o fummcd i Figids Chinese mwmasorsityi .
had beguhy;in fact they were in full swing, A/professor LI0HE
married to
KKXKKEXHKﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁk?iﬁKX%ﬁHXﬁ”%EﬁH¥Kﬁﬁ§ﬁ£ﬂrKﬁﬁ/a Swedish woman:

a Fidad oy o unsuccesi il
KX was threatened with ti¥% People's Tribunal. Twice he attempted / =
he tried a to come ga iy

to take his 1ife} XMK/third time.He invited some friends/one :
morning eardty, The night before he had leocked himself up in his
room. In the morning his wife prepared breakfast, the friends
came; but he did ot show up, EHENXMEE¥AKAHEXHYXIOWUAE He was
bty the neck,

found, hanging/in his room. Life in China was certainly changed,

At the monastery father Emile was working on ﬁi@ Chilnesevi wdn
dictionary, begun at the time of his youth, wheny #s a seventesn
year-old monk of Solesmes, XH France, he had been sent to Zrain

for his health., There he had undertaken the study of the Japoness

and Chinese languages using discarded newspaper clippings. Since

ot

his arrival in China in 1529, the dictionary had become his

of “
major work, and he was considering publication. Since the arrival’

communists HEI he had undarfalien the study of the Russian

language, he was defermined to remwain in China, Therefore

why not learn Hussian?' Under the Hationalist Government the

P R I iy
Clibefmgd=tive-maidce-for- aliens had asked me to fteach him Italinn.
D I - Lo & wea s =h
I had taught him how to weonouneewi4 in three lessons.y'ir. 1li,
Co Ll b v i e
vho under—tire-watlonalisits~had--taken-the-name-of Washington,

had not fled to Formmosa, but had remained in Chengtu. Ie land
! '#..{u,'ww «: L
enrollad in one of the communistischools vhigh they called

€ ) % = . it Wil
witkversities. After six months he gov et and came Daclk Lo me
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asking to go on with the Italian lessons. I told hims

"It is Rusian you should study now."

father?iziestudying Russian. Father Gaetan was pursuing
the study of the Chinese language. Before coming to China
he had spent a year in America to learn English, then aludﬁﬂl
reduirement in China , In 1948 he had moved to Peking to

special for Missicnaries,
8tudy classieChinese in a/Cihinese XWKAXXNE school/conducted
by the Franciscan Fathers . FXEXXIENEENIDIKENY NN EEEMIEYNYY
At the time of the communist advance I had sent him to Macao
to further his studies, he joined us from there in 1949,
Father Alberic also was pussuing the study of Chinese under
the communistse. He had come to China with Father Werner in
1939 and they had remained in a ChinesB® Mission to study the
langunge with a teacher. XEXYWOEYNY Vhen it was time Tor the
lesson the teacher, a former seminarian, would announce that
he had to say the rosary at that precise moment. Father
Hildebrand had come to China with Father Emile in 1929,
French

Father Eleutherius was still teaching/at the Chengtu

Academy of Fine Arts and Philosophy at West China Union

University. The latter course was terminated in July, 19:50.

There he was able to observe clossly the brainwashiiing of
rarorded Lhes tenohingg £

e Ve LRSS v e
SN EE I e demiid

experience s ¥4,4n his thoroush study, "Communist
Perﬁuasion“}ﬁi W opubliched in 1029 Ly ¥, J. Kenedy & Sons.
There were also two Chinese monks at the monastery, “athay
Paul and Brother PFeter. The former worked in maintainance; but
he often went out,dressed in communist new-look clothes, to hear
conlegsions in Catholic families, offer Mass and give Holy

Cowmuniens. Other priests did the same. Ths Chinese Churen was

v Tirst hand perss



descending in the catacombs. Brother Peter was pursuing his
study of pnilosophy under Father Eleutherius, while Father
Alberic taught him Church History.

Our relationship with non-Catholic Chinfese students,
professors or others were getting scarcers they did not dara
foreigners

visit the "imperialist' EAMEXHHHEYEX/who were all suspect.
gﬁ;‘i;utﬁéjlatter part of 1950 the police NXUX visited us
every day; sometimes several times i ﬁgagkwu The police
had set up headquarters in every other street. The policemen Erafrg i,
Wearedn-ohario-ofthe classes in politics to teach the marxizt

doctirine to the people, but they also collected money for the

Korean war and drafted men., XXXXERXXI{UZX We had to put up

~
A L .,
R Ve Sviare]

with ivderminable questioning by these policemen  or by Party
delegates. And always they would asks

"Where does your money come fromfp What is your financial
relationship witn the Bishop of Chengtu,”

The answer: was always the sames

"Our money comes from the Abbaye of Saint-Andreé, near
Bruges, Belgium. Our Superior is the Abbot of Saint-Andre,

. N de not depend

Dom Theodore Xeve. Ie sends us the money, we BX¥EI(%/financially
ABH upon the Bishep of Chengtu.

The oommunizt government was mostly interested in monev;

r
they needed i1, and hed to getiat all cost, nevertheless

to remain within the bonds of lezality and justice,
The communists were dismaved by something else too; the
Rule of 5t. Lenedict., They called me in one day and aked:
"You have a Rule?"
"Yes, we have a Hule,"

"Whe wrote it?"
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"St. Benedict."

In Chinese the name Benedict

Egnedioiime, Therefors they
"Ha! Pen Tu..es he i3 a mani"
Y¥Yes, Pen Tu is a man."
"And when did he live?"

"In the sixth century."

They did not insist.

-23-

is translated Pen Tu whieh

exclaimed:

Our Institute of Chinese and Western Bultural Studies.

to guess that our Institute

We mentioned it in the second chapter,

would pmrowvide the communists with

their first weapon. The Institute which had been an influential

tool in the culturel circles of Chengtu, before the communist

now made us very suspect in their eyes,

than an istrument of "cultural imperialism.," As I was writin

these note in Hong Kong, Bishop Boisguérin*\of Suifu in cur

province of Szechwan, after fourteen months spent in a communist

st colom  on Mareh 2k, 1952,
pPrison, arrived in :hI;mWE&/ I met him in in April and he teld me

Sy

To them it was no more

F
s

that while in prison in Chungking, a few days before his expulsi

he had been

questioned by the communists on the Redemptorist

Benedictine Fathers of Cliengtu, They inquired:!

wrote

"Wwhat kind of wori did the De

he answered that we had an In
books, and had a iibrary. To

"Yes, we know, the Catholic C
s ’

nedictines engage infg'

but it was impossitile

Aoy

i

stitute, taught in Universitia-s

which they replied:

hurch is well drganized.

Some preach, others busy themselves with 'cultural invasion'.

We had several Chinese secraotaries at the Institute.

i



=2

The first was Mr. Sun Fu-yuan, then one of the best Chinese

writers., We knew that he was inclined towards socialism, He

left us before the arrival of the communists who gave him the
National

pest of head librarian at the Peking/Library. Our second Chinese

secretary was Mr. Li Yu~hsing, the former director of the Chengta

Academy of Fine Arts, The whole family had become Catholic.

I had baptized him and ### his wife. TFather Alberic had baptized

the son and daughter.

The communists alsc believed that our Institute concealed
spies, 7Therefore the questioningf were numerous and frequent.

"What is the aim of the Institute? VWhat are its buildings

funds
and REHIZEE]"

The answer vAs always the same:

"The Instituse aims to make chzﬁggzgis know Chinese culture,
and vice versa, Concerning the buildings and fundss The Insfituts
is only starting, and has no buildings nor funds. It is an
institution of the monastery EX¥WA{AUANNY which finances it."

"Is the Institute officially recognized?"

l"NO . i

HWhy?H

"Because, up to now, we have neither enocugh EXYAIH staflfiwor
money."

Eut the communists weve determined to destroy the work
of the Institute., They canunot tolerate that any institution be nos
under their complete control, principally if it is in foreign hand
Catiolics DLesides. Yor they do not love God, VWhose existence they
deny, attempting to destroy any concept of Him or love for [im,

All that resist them must be done away with, institutions as well
?
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as individuals. Co-existence is impossible.

October 15

In the afternoon, the communists asked @ to hold,in
: f——- 3 ey i v.;;:,,&, 5 :;',f'.--c:, ,
(our monastic refectory) a wilbowhdod meeting of the,'peopled, =
S e

()

The asting iz dastinet to establish "by vote" (previously decided
| Wi L (st . “ i a/: Pl ™ D .-N_A_._}:}-l‘ ,
by the communists) the "People's Committee id—oharge of tire

peoplteols-—waliape—in-the-neighborhood—of the-mmastery. It was

impossible to refuse. ' All monks were invited to attend, but ths e

P {
MM% Foey_ fn oy s ..'.’ | i paan (_L .
Lommunisis—irsisied=-hrad—to—be~presenrt. There was an electical
A‘)ﬂ'&!ngﬂi'
ceiling fan in the refectory; Enowing that thek® meeting,lastes

for hours I to'd them not to use it too long, as I did not want
to be responsible of a possible accident == the fan could have
become loose and fallen on their heads == .

"But you yourselves use itl!"

"Yes, but oniy a half hour at a time."

And, faithfully, every half hour, the fan was turned off
for ten minutes.

I went to the meeting with the Fathers Emile and Eleutherius.
We sat at the far end of the room. There were two wfnefw, one for
the neighborhood peonle, the other a party member. The former
asked me several times to give a §§§Eﬁ§§%¥ speech.,. Tired of
refusing I finally accented. DBut, just before the opening of
the meeting, the party wmember sent me word twice, and the second
time in order form, not to open my mouth,

The mesgting lasted for hours. The welfare of the peonls
had to be promoted. 1The communists had no other purpose. Then
thie committes was "elected.,”

g,
9 'y
The two ovbeds asked to speak to me after the meeting,




-
I ushered them into one—oi—tlre—tws parlors. First they asked

my impression on what had been said and done. I answered:
"You have proclaimed you would work for the welfare of #he
,;-f'c“m-gf..x-: A

people. Oreads All you have to do now 1is to accomplish it."

(Qdeuf—%>They then wanted permission to move the People's Committee in

side
the monastery buildings. At the entrance of the property, south /
thesn
—_
/ertwas an auditorium which opened on Yang Shih-kain street; s#axwas- %

followed,in the direction of the monastery,a saries of Chinese
houses, The surroundiﬁg wall came next, and beyond the I&rge
kitchen garden and the garden at the far end on the north side,
was the large landsome monastery which had been completed early
1949,

I agreed to their occupation of the auditorium with its

two adjoining rooms on either side., Of course, our every moveg

b'.ra.r/

dinps going to be controled, but the inside of the meonastery and
would be

its peace wuwma/relatively protected, God willing. As it worked

»
Lor

out the communists held XH¥ daily rotnion: of the People's Committin,
in the afternoons and evenings, but no one entered the monastery

without requesting permission, except the Mihlerhoed WHXXYVH
. . A 1082l
addyallian police. Later,though, the tredgbloriiped police fequestesd
G
the monastic refectory for # People's Committee meeting, A&

Second time they used the refectory against our wishes,
L .
tited it might become a habit we complained to the sjlebm Yureau:

s

all the necesseray room in thic

auditorium for its meetings. dhen they meetin our refectory tiha
women and tits chiidren take advantage of it to steel vegstables
from our kitchen garden,'

We wore not asked any more to lend the refectory.
October 27

Our simulated expulsion in order to desiroy thes Instituie
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Father Werner and I were summoned to the aiiem Eureaufnﬁyﬁawﬁ
Mr., Wang greeted us with a smile. A bad sign,

"Be seated... What beautiful weather!"

"Yes, very beautiful."

Silence. Thens

"The Gevermnent has an offer to make. You are young,
in the prime of life. The Government advises you to return to
Your countries. You wil£fmost useful there.,"

THEXEXHAXXENEXERKENAN At the monastery, during the communist
regime, there was onerench monk, Father Emile Butruille, five
Belgians, Father Hildebrand Marga, Father Eleutherius Winance,
Father Alberic de Crombrugghe, Father Werner Papeians, and Fathlr
Gaetan Lnriersf}one Italian, myself,

We answeredt

"But we have work to do here.”
“We have ne use for your work. The Chinese can do it better.’
We then repeated all the different e.#

. 4

engaged in at the monasterv at the Institute. The answer never

et wWe were

varied.

"We do not need foreigners +to do these things, The
Chinese can do it better.,”

"We have just openwod a public reading room."

"We do n#t need it, we have one of our own."

"The Institute makes Chinese culture known in the Yestern
world, and occidental culture known in China."

"The Chinese do that ftoo."

"We preach the Catholic faith."

"There are cnough Chinese priests without you,"

o

hey then dismissed us:

it

"Go back to the wmonastery now and think about this adv

R
T Qe
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Come back tomorrow and give me an answer.'

"We need more time to think, one day is not enough,"

"A1ll right, think it over as long as you need toe. Come
back to see me when you want."

We left,

reflecting “pok

We spent a few days XMXNEXHI#sa ,the Government's "advice."
We also consulted with Bishop Pinault, and his Vicar General,
ng.?%oisson. It was obvious from Mr. Wang's tone that it was
more than an "advice." To accept or to refuse would certainly
have the same result;. In the latter case they would have ziven

) [ ST VY
orders to expel us. Eravado was useless. It was decided yoal awe

phde T, PRI TR S S
would accept,éat tize same time akbewmuins to_oblaln- ki was wany
of o ohen v, IS RgRS LNrr e |
morEs as possible,~ !r. Wang had suggested that he particulariy
®

wanted to got rid of Father Werner and myself, andkfew unnamec
"others."

The significance of this'advice" Wil became clearer in

the renewal of Caty
the context of/alien registration eertificatesXENENNY whii-e R
had-beeir demanded af all residing aliens. Previously these
LS

certi-ficatea had been renewed for six months. Put this time
ourg had not been renewed. On October 1Mth/I went to the alien
registration bureaun and incuired why our names had not been
posted in the local paper.XIXWEXEXX 8ther foreigners HIEHRK
had been invited to get thelr ¥H{EU¥XX certificates on the 17ilu
I was told they would advise me later.,

Father Eleutherius, who was still teaching at the

Fat! leut] , vt till t g at th
Chengtu Academy of ¥Fine Arts, finally obtained his renewal on
the 20th, All other missionaries had received theirs on the

l1s5th.



The Catechis
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Religious persecution against Christians and priesg,
whether foreign or native, had intensified. There were no
€hurches left in the wpén count??? they had been occupied.
In the city of Chengtu policemen.attended Mass on Sunday to
take notejof the sermons., The French missionaries predicted

and

that we were all going to be incarcerated or expelled, HKKK/that

the Chinese priests who were faithful to the Pope wauld also

S TLEAL
go to jail or to hé;d labor camps., The faithful would remain

alone with red or schismatic priests. How would baptisms and
marriages be handledg What to do in danger of death? Could
they attend Masses offered by schismatic priest and go to confession
to them§ VYere they free to become communist party members?
problems

All these HEXXXUWX/had to be clarified for them, ak wxskIxxiia
with a special emphasis on the question of the Three Autonomies,

The Bishop of Chengtu asked me to write a very brief
Catechism ; all these subjects. I started it at the
end of October 1950, I first wrote it in French onthe typewriter.
I stated that Christians could not be affiliated with the
Communist Party and that the Three Autonomies wxs were a first sto-
towards the establishwent of a Chines Church separated from the
Pope. I asiced Sather Loon T?ivi%re, of the Paris Foreign Figs
and Father Eleutherius to read my notes,

Cne morning, o5 I was working on the Catechism in mv

second floor room, there wns a knocl on the cdoor.
TniCmed  wwwation and loolked
I &aid to come in. Three policemeny, itwo of them i
a7 J;;s L
HAXHHX were armed, the third was ay chii-et in %iiin clothes.

I thought that if the communists got hold of.Catechism notes

wiiich were on my desk and lhad them translated I would be sont oo
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The éﬁggg picked up a few sheets from the XANXH desk. One of

the polieemen remarked that they were typewritten, I asked h;;em/
whether they would 1like to see how a typewriter worked. I took
them over to the typewriter which was sitting by the window and
gave them a lengthy demonstration. But the 6;35; went back to

the notes. I did net want him to question mejagg I said:s

"Thkse notes are in Frsnch. Does the honorable gentlemen
understand French?"

"No, I d> not understand French,"

r-'Why, then you certainly understand English."”

ﬁNo, I do not know English either."

He threw the notes on the desk with spite and blwusted:

"Let's gol™®

They left, THEXIOXIXANAKXAHFXAN{YU Providence does exist.
as I have been ablé to ﬁﬁ?:?f} in numerous occasions!

The Catechism was translated infeChinese. Half of it was
transcribed by Father Eleutherius, the other half by Father Faiser,
S.V.D, liad XXXEE¥M the communists found out about it they could ncs
have held any Chinese responsible for its existence. RANMXY Cne

" = [N Muariren 4 - N e
Lo L uRm gt o
¢

A

night I slipped it in my poeket, went through the :

(where a meeting of the PeopleisAComuittee was 1in orogress. under
the BHEAFIMUYHNERXH sunervision of policemen) and headed for ths
Lishop!s house, @ five minute walk rrom the monastery. There I

delivered the Qatechism - to the ithg Dishop.

November 1st

Thiere was a swilden speeding up of events. The communists
were acting fast.

Father Fmile had received from the CGovernment a "taommeorpo
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Chinese naturalization? At the time of his first indisidual
"econfession," in Februéry, Father BEmile had shown the communists
ﬁis naturalization papers, which he had received from the
Nationalist Govermment. He had told# them  his love for
China. Shortly beforethe Communist "liberation" he had XEX¥¥ux
undertaken the study of the Russian language, and later coached
students in Russian. He had shown the communists who had
visited his room HXK his extensive Chinese dictionary, XNXHN
that was ready for the printer., Several time the communists
had inquired from & our neighbors the Redemptorist Fathers
whether Father Emile rad a world-wide reputatlon as a scholaro

1;' ;I'u—4u~/
hborhoed and aiLﬁn police, had visited

During 19350, the
the monastery. The former investigated our Chinese monks and the
servants, the latter was concerned with the foreigners. All
foreigners wero XAXIXEX gathered in a parlor and asked who Bnad

— ‘
the Chinese nationality. C2tetiszne three monks whyt were
naturalized, Father %bapierl -Dem Hildebrand, Father Emile, and
myself . XNEX XX The next thing the police wanted to know was
whether any of the naturalized Chinese had kept his former
nationality. Father Emile alone had lost his Franch Nationalitv.
The police took away ifather Hildebrandgnaturalizaticn papers and
mine and never mentioned it apgaine.

Thus rfather Emile ’hoL;" temporarily naturalized/did not
need a rezistration certificate and could remain in China., Ie
was not "asked" to leave and could stay with Father Eleutherins.

Fyther Gaetan wanted to remain in China and we atternted Lo

obtain a registration certificate for him. Thoerefore, on HNovoso o
b b)

1st, Father Werner and myself HiNXX went to the alien regi

bureau and asked for Father Caetan's registration certificsba,

sthrablon
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My Wang'advised us to send Father Gaetan in the next day. 7Then
he told us that Father Werner, Father Hildebrand, Father

complete
Alberic, and myself had fifteen days to XHIX¥XX/all departure
formalities and ¥¥XA ship our personal belongings. The departure

formanlities entailed the posting of our names in the official
Lh 3ttt
newspaper for five consecutive days, and bank formalities to
pProve befeore witnesses that we had not debts, We asked:
"What can we take with us?"
"Anything you want,"

"What about the monastery?"

"It is yours you can do what you want with it."

November 2Znd

The noxt day rather Gaetan went to the alien registration
bureau to receive his registration certificate. He stated that

Wished

he wiak/to stay to preach the Catholic faith. The answer was
110 s

"Go back to your own country. You just arrived here
and vour knowledge of the Chinese language is insufficent to
preacii,”

It was not true.

FTive monks were Jorced to leave., Father Emile and ifnthor
Eleutherius alone were authorized to remain with ou?¥ Chinese

i g, sl

monks . fatiier Paul and Lrotiter Peter, v a had made his sbnea-yaonr

s

proiession of wows on Lctober 15.

The tooks we had writfen in Chinese

We had completsd the departure formalities immediatoly

O e Sy v
s SR IR DI

alter the l1st of Novewber, and shipped fiftsen trumss to

Seveiral times the police advised us to be prompt,
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But we had written books X&X that had to be accomnted for.
They were in the communistds hands. 35everal months earlier
the adden--burean police had visited the monastery and requested
two copies of each book published by our Institute. I had given

them the English Grammar, written in Chinese by Father Wilfrid.

My lome in the South, written in Chinese by Ffather Thaddeus

Yang, and two of my books, Important Questions about lLire, which

I had dictatedin Chinese to my secretary, and Philosophy and

1

lgicn, translated into Chineseby Mr. li Yu-hsing. Hence we

-
% €

[ |

|®

had given them four books in all,.

‘ p . i
foort, P sndndr a ™

On November 21st, we proceeded to the Hewso g iaven dicrage s
and we eaci tendered five copies of the Official Newspaper
announcing, for five consecutive days, our departure. We also
produced proper documents for the other formalities. And we aslod
what was the date of our departure. Pire Xili.-arswers

"Time has not yet come to leave," GCawns Hha Bevarsonjeck’

About~face! And there was nothing we could say. e had
to wait; and we did,

All btecame clear. Through this false alarm the communists
had wished to develop in us the psychnlogy of those who are leaviio,
and therefore work no more. It was an attempt to destroy the

work of ouy Institute ol Cliinese and Western Culiural Studies.

November 22nd,

b
b

In the morning co summoned to the alien bureau.
"Give us one more cony oi each book published by the
Institute,”
"Put, I have given them to you mlready."

"We lost tlrem,"

I returned in the afternoon to deliver the boolks, I meb
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Father Werners

"The police xagx say you have given them only four books,
and that there are five."

Now, Father Yang's book did not bear the name of the
Institutes I walked in and told the polices

"I am sorry I made a mistake. I gave you four books, but

only three were published by the Institute. My Ilome in the Scuth

was not published by the Institute."
"Haven't you written another book yourself? Is it published?”
hYes,in Eong Kong. PBut I haven't resceived it yet."
In the evening, around five, we received five coplies of

my boolk Some tuman Problems, din which I told my experience in

Chiina on the psychology of conversion., This book was published

by the Cathelic Truth Scciety of HongKong, under the direction

of Italian Missionaries. Hence the police had seen the beook in
the posq%fficeo For quite a while now most books ordered from the
various Catholic presses ¥Epxnakxdziixsredxanyxarezx had not been

delivered. &

XEXKXEHEX f{f;ff'fjfi{E{?’QZE§3'“"”*‘JTJ"7”“ AT OO IO

X‘ Y‘».r"'.wr \r ':;mi { I‘v:( < (
‘(?1"“\](2(3.Iifif[iff.3J'\.< XXX KRG X OOOCTHR \'\Zf 4 .
ik This mornlnb, at Lue Oatbollc Center, I met ATChulSﬂOW

Lo Morel, of Suiyuaa, Mongolia, a Sheut Missionary. le was aznsil-
from China and arrived in liong Kong on April 29, 18952. Ile relatoa
his experiences with the fommunists to Father Gaetan and mvseld,
It seems that around November, 19351, the ¥s newsvapers in Hulyunn
attacked the Thengtu bBenedictines, We were tagoed as a counbaor-

revolutionary center, and my book Philosonibv and Nelision was

considered a counter-revolutionary book. Ve aioreﬁcyv that in
Chengtu itsell, at the school formerly run by the Redempboristai.

and now in cormmunist hands, the same book had taen vanked out of
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a student's hands, and tha in another Frevormetinte school in

Chengtu another book, Important Questions about Iife, had been

burned.
»
+ +
Our Catholic Eookstore
ri.‘ it

In October, 1947, Father Nicholas Maestrini, of the bl an e

-;)-’v..-.;{ l"_- '
Missions g, F.I. M«iI., and founder of the Catholic Truth Society

T N e 2 wd

of Hong Kong, h=d offered to sew/his books at—our—place, and
our Catholic Bookstore kad come into being The project also
included all Catholic books from all the ONHXM{EZEXpublishers in
China, Hong Rong,and Macao. Father Hildebrand Marga was in
charge of the Buokstore, and he can be credited with a superb
apostolate.

Since the fonnding of the Bookstore we had sold for

more than $8.000 worth of hooks, not inclusive of the books

4
P B

which we had distiibuted—oniy., THNHEKIHE We had helped nearly

all the parishes in the Chengtu diocese, and a few OthbrS, to

v A

A candTe NIV WSy
set up a Catholic library, thereiowpe helning. 1

y s
R I

in many—di-i-ferenrd environments,

After the communist "liberation of December 25, 1949, and
during the vear 1950 we received regular shipments of the bLooks
we ordered, except these ol the Catholic Truth Seceiety, which

A "}'

had,.a bad reputation from the start with the communists

oy Lin

by

books of anoleogetics and 1ts anti=communist FHXE pamphlets.

In 19351, numerous books, mostly the cones published by tue Toth

Central Bureau XX in Shanghai, were seized by the communists at
the Central Postoffice, until finally we received no bonks at

alle. 7This was fthe manner in which the communists anplied tholir



HEXHHENYE propaganda~-slanted principle of Freedom of Thought,

Freedom of Speach, Ireedom of Religion.
foreseecing
In 1951, Roxexren/that all of our books would ke someday

ot A
be confiscated, we imvited all of the priests in Chengtus

"Take all the books you mant and distributed them to
thie Christians,”
were
They toolt thousands of them. Yet,when we we/expelled in

1952, there must have been 10.000 volumes left, includimg ot

pampvhlets,and leaflets,

Qur Study Civele and the legion of Mary
Since 1942, our teaching in the Universities and @olleszes
ol Chengtu had provided us with contacts with students and
toachers. About thirty of them had been baptized. The
establishment of our Institute intensified these contacts,
which were made easy by our sympathy for China and its culture.
We were friends and friendship shatters the barriers betwesen

races and civilizations. DBefore he can "give" a Missionary must

"receive'', learn the language, the history, and the culture of

Y oa

,a wf g L
the people he is widsi
L]

®

Sli, So as to enter into the 1life of the

country and become, as much as nossible, a man of thelr race,
A1l through their long history the Zenedictine monasteries
always attempted to take root, HEEXEHXXXXNXTE spiritually as
weall as materially, with thelir minds and hearts, in their
acdopted country. Cnly then is the Missionary Taccepted" and

[

can he "give'" Tully.

Sympathy and friendship do away with prejudices against
people or even religlon. I remember a non~Cathoeoliic teacher vhn

PR

Said to me arfter six montiyof friendly
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"Are you not a Catholic priest?"

“Why, yess"

“How come Qe have not yet discussed religion?"
"We may start new,"

And we did.

There was no problem in establishing a Study Circle for

.

Cttlle 1.7 ke - Tt A A
the teachers and students of the UYmiversitiss and dIebormedintm

dchools, There were, of course, more students than teachers.
Except Mr., l1i Yu-=-hsing, whe had been the Director of the Chengtu
Academy of Fine Arts and who had beccme the Institute Secretary
in 1948, most teachers only came far.a-while, &ﬂcxﬁiw~~&%-

About twenty people attended our Study Circle, most of
them non-Catholics. BEefore the arrival of the communists and
during the year 1548, I had adopted the following program: After
clarifying the notion of religion, of our relationship to God,
IXEXEIHXUEX I taught sacred history, beginning with creation,

As much as possible I used maps and pictures. Thus the history
of God's actions among men, Iis interventiocn in the history of
humanity unfolded XICIE¥XH before the ir eyes, their minds, and
their hearts, When the communists took Chengtu we had reached
the coming of Jesus=Christ, as Le entered visibly into history.
After the communists teok over I continued the Study Circle.

I cannot remember Tor bow long, The students became afraid to

Loy

FOIXY EE/had  talken over,the commim

come, In the smchools IF
immediately spolke against religion and foreighers. We hnd %o
give up the Study vircle,

But our Legilion ¢f Mary group went on.,
Arebishop--Riberi-was Internuncio im China, he had vamsined
L4
atehis - nest.under - the comministae ol Mary daer
"/‘:" Friid ’
Iireland. While Archibishop RibeT%KWJf)Lﬁhthe siunciature in Ireland
VA

N R

=
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4 altogether. In the bLeginning the young girl could come back to

vy

[
-n’ e

W
he had encoraged Edel Qulnn to estab11sh the Legion of Mary im
S gt W ey
.Africa, in henya,«’ mmnabmsnop Qiberi founded the Legion ef
- Ardem
Mary in China in 1948, and sent FatherAMcGrath on a tour of

several dicceses, $e—sstablish the legion of Marys Father licGrath

established
came to Chengtu in 1949, and Rishop Pinault ATENIS(EEX/the Lezion
A, '*rp A
of Mary in all the parishes. Ouri@piny was @aw students and we
A

started it in October 1949 after the summer vacation., It worked
normally with ten to fifteen students., DMr. li Yu-hsing was
President, and his son and daughter belonged to it.

Immediately after the arrival of the communists, Nr., Ii

hed assumed more classes at the Academy of Fine Arts. lle ¥eEXxu

wife
% and all his famlily began to stray away from us. His/was very
g™ "«4 g S
frightened. Their son and daughter had to attend the "ocinss der
R i : ' -
pelxtxca organized in every schoecl. The moung man was 15, the
g PR SR ST SR

younm girl ex 16 or 174 They we§§~voinh»towbe"aﬂmitte&~to tive

unlverqxdymﬁhor+fy ar® the communists to&# them—%neré would he

. #Fe
144-"-43( e \(

ﬂ%wuniversity -for-them .1f they remained Catholics. Thus—ithe
marxist teaching can penetrate masimr the mind moreezsly?
During the meetingfof the Legion of Mary I noticed that the
Young man was changing, visibly turning towards comnmunism.

o

Soon his piety was—goma, and aiter—some-weeks he stopped attendin:

e iy

her family each week.(jThey ived in one of the houses borderins
. ¥ :'-f N ) } - . i i
Lo enclosuroa),uhﬁax : would often come and discuss with us

the bt ks/maue oyt

‘f-{n.}z‘ Ldad
'ﬂmﬁ her teacihiers prevented her from returnig to her family tiu 2

uminists in the politics: classy

o™

:nuig'tatlnf NMD ihﬁ%“bnainwashing‘andwcommunisb endoctrination. «
DEVRREIIE W 7 RO W £ g i«"l/“f = .
Eventually the whole family apostatized, I learned later that tl.-

young man had been sent dam a university in Shungking. He wrots

to Father Alberic at the end of 1930, "X am a communist. Jommunish:



- 39-

gives the solution to the problems of 1life, which Catholicism
does not. 1 advise you t¢ study communism and tell the other
Fathers to do the same,'" After the Jeuns girl was admitted to

the university in Chengtu she continued to attend the politicsl
. ja'
claqses, also the communlst*01rcles for girl and boy students.
Lo u” e &AL’W
Under the guidance of a communist party membegvthey discussed

together and expressed thekopinions on conmmunism and religion.

Sewﬁ/%n atmosphere of fear was cngwndhéedo I was to learn later
that, interrogated about ms before a whole group of students,

she denounced me. I also learned that old friends of hers turned

Aol Pt e ot lartatbe  fraaad .
against her because she had formerly h.ﬂﬂaxhe op)oaxtws

Archbishop Riberi had been a strong promoter of Catholic

A i e o
bookem LN it anuﬂ*ﬂ the Legion of Mary. The-latter, u¥nder

A N
the COmmunists,fhad become a XYHIN(IXEEAXEX stronghold of dedicatad

Catholics determined to remain faithful to Christ, to the Blessead
Mother,and to the Pope. The communist attacks were directed,ofl
course, against Christ, the Blessed Mother, the Pope, and the
priestso.

Therefore the lLegion of Mary became suspect., It had to
be destroyedgéénd'gsed to attack the Church and emprison priests

PR}
Hos4 prebably to give themselves time to gather

and-Chris tians

L

enoughy evidernce, tive commumnists lef't the- Le@lon of Mary ajone lor
a few more months. It was only around the first months of 1930
N oa camnaisn against the Legion in Tientais

=5 1 ‘:' sw

rard Al
At e meonastery,ihe police shoved up during our vﬂuttniw T

that the newswvapers bLefa

a8

(CVFI

& 1r~4' 2
5
«u;{\x\

medsi—took-nlace in ecuy big parlor, accordin?

D ovolorn_
to the rules prescribed by the legion manual., Neverihelesss fto

Aetar ¢

2 )
avoid beins accused oi liavians—secrs 6?'_ etinea we decided )

s1lighitly the rules. We offered our prayers and delivered the




sermon in the Chapel, then we would rwiéuﬁ:bw the parlor and
discuss Legion problems sitting casually around the room. We
burned the notebooks containing the xzpax minutes of our meetings
and the names of our members, Around May or June, to prevent

the suppression of the Legion by the communists we decided to
dissolve it ourselves and replace it with a study €ircle to which
Catholic and non-Catholic students could be admitted. We discussed

all s current cnmmunlst problems and all attacks against religion.

A i e
--t—‘ s O L e T e e S h—

L. Belore i=tss sunress fon pomihowneetd _I.--i-w—‘_,'-.‘j""f*-i " the Legion Yo as

B s o T Sy S e e

those—of—tire~diTere—=w were closely watched by visiting police
who walked around the room. More than that, they had an insidese
a {(Alaballing girl member,
SpY, in theberson of/sixteen vear-old/xagmgxgxxivﬁthxaxmmmﬁgxv
Ve were allf aware of it,

One morning, WH4ha the Legion members were mying the Rosary

in the Chapel, led by Father Eleutherius, I was pacing oubtsida,

preparing my sermon. A few policemen }éhﬁ-mg inside the Chapel s-+"
-y . . .
saw the students and Father Eleutherius, furnixg to me they
said:s
n ;
Don't you go to Mass on Sunday?"
lll s of e ol
I have already beengfo /ies? .
I replied straightfacedly.
The attacks against the legion of Mary were in full swines
all through China towards the end of 1950 and duringz the whole
of 1951, The communist newvsvanermen had to write stories arsinsw
the Virzin and the Lesion. Nost of them had no idea who MNary
was, nor her lesion, 7There were only Four million Cathwelics in
China against a pooulation of five hundred million. I was told
tliat a desperate remorter before writing his story wanted 1o
locate MNary, He called in a Catholic young girl:

e

1y 1 . ; i
Vo not rfear, tell me where this woman Xary is.’
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"She is ih Heavan."
" said, do not feér, tell me where she is,"
Yt telling you, she is in Heaven."
And the communist rephed with hatred:
"S0, you won't tell me. But I will find this woman,"

The communists were really after the Virgin Mary, Mother
of God, and of men. In 1950, AWXX¥XX a story was printed in one e&f
tlie Chengtu paper#, maligning Eather Werner and myself in the
matter of American arfigles found at the monastery. later our
two names were again mentioned in connection with an exhibition

A o'tk

in town::; In iﬁ,ahrevolver, and a Japanese sabre =~ the arms of
the Legion of Mary!

The study Circle was attended not only by students but aisc
by Catholic and non=Catholiic men, sent to us by ¥iH pastors of
the city parished, like Father Triviere and Father Marchand of
the Paris Foreign M1SSlOﬂS¢5ﬁLMﬁ‘ |

{'3”&»
Father Triv1er9, named Mlcar Genera} e limits

O T e L @ TS e [ o

T e s
m&r&ﬂ+r sked me to oTEA nlze HLhalpa~s-bdy-~Girode every Sunday

{

, o 1(144- N '»e» gl o)

n:l."ht(l Iere were i Cteel necople at the first meeting, then
’f”x -

twenty five, then thirty {ive and forty, Catholics, non~3~.gﬁ£u®ﬂ,ﬁaa

g

'Q;‘)L"Zr'."?‘c"t..— pelisaseda s i
Protestants, (ne evonis o o PP trnm4aun r=Shang Je=-lool

attended the mecting and stayved on Tor a discussion. Later

came to the monastery to discuss some more. Ile seemed moved
by an evil nurnose,
I mentioned sarlier our young lLegion of lary sny. Ve hnod
s rsw/“cu..awo o
spies tui in the siudy u;rcle)d,xno rest gokseus was the fornier °f ¢
Chief of Police uder~the-Nationalist-Goversmend, Mr., Washington
Li, Ke-lbadubt-moved-to-Formoses~ After six months of communizy

ocoupation he anwpeared one day in front of ihe monastery. I

happened to ke thore.
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"How do you do, Mr. Washington Ii."

“Do not call me Washington any more, the communists
do not like this name!

Without being invited/this gentleman presumed to attend -
the lunchean we gave the dudents and the ensuing Study Circle
meeting. I[le had told me he wanted to becme a Catholic. He came
to two luncehons and meetings; therefore he knew most members
of the Circle. It was undoubtedly dangerous. Some of the members
notified me that he was a communist. The following Sunday, from
my bedroom window, I saw Mr., Li in the garden on hils way to
the Sewpife: I had to turn him out.

"Mr. ILi, you are too intelligént,and you have too much

experience, bestdosbeing—too—oldy to attena conferences dosatincd

b T3l d frg ot ?
te students ¥ Piwedn, gone it Sow

"No, I am interested. I wish to become a Catholic."
"And youhre in a hurry."

“Yes, very much so,"

"Then you will go much fasterlﬁﬁ_reading books."

After protesting vigorously he Qnderstood, took =a book)

s ot
which he returned two weeks later, ard never come

CThe communists had theur spies everywhere,
organization, in the schools, and in the homesﬁ
*

* *

The Three Religious Autouomies,

o e e e et Ao e e . S i i e 4 i,

The comnmunists know that Catholics love God, and are ready

to pay the price of blood for Christ. They Lnow that Cnthclilcs
4/"4 . ‘/

»aw, and the Pope. God, the Dlessed oo a1

AT

and the FPope, avre our link and our strength. Separated frem the
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Pope we cease to be Catholics, They have specialists who study

the Catholic religion. How could one destroy an unknown ennemy?
The swpecialists study the religion to find out how to destroy

it. The communist. were aware of the strong nationalistefecling

of the HXX Chinese priests and Christianxfwho KEXHZX had a i:? h
desire to have Chinese EishOpsa There had been ®volts in some
seminaries against$ XHEX the teachers who were foreign missionaries,

Even before their 1949 victory the communistsgh?&quée&

a-nrrirt e —bafore—tlhrerr—arriveasl

ev-eryvhrere - _re;.-'} knew that Lﬂ e
! e Gl tmai Vi

En-Gheneta some missionaries had warned the Christians that the
comnunists were the devil himself and that they should be ready
to shed their blood for Christ, Conseguently when vhe compunisis
took over they told the Christians:

¥Whoewer said we wanted your blood? Not in the least! We res

nooos ?
. ¥ leefls TefT
all aae Chinese amd we must unite to chase the foreigners.

-

1
Litey

all are imperialists.”

In one speech a party member said explicitely:

"We do not want any martyrs. It is too beautiful toc be
a marfyr.”

It is a fact that martyrs are a credit to the Church and tlnt
their example strengthens Christians and make them more faithrul
to Christ. The copmunists are well aware of this, and any
time a Rishops or nriests die in FHET prison some political
justification is gimen to thelr deathe

ing

Thus the communist method ﬁerdestroy/réligion is an indiveoot
one: Lrainwashing throush communist indoctrination. Thay wish
to wash away, destroy all that is in the human mind and heart

.

te renlace it Ly communisme It is a drawn out process booinnins
i W %

with persuasion all the way to prison if neceasary.
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The communlsts are determined to destroy individuals through
their minds and their hearts, i.e., from within., They also want
to destroy the Church from within by using@ priests and bishops,
whenever possible‘and by using Catholics themselves, in the same
ménner 7 they use the citizens of a country to take over that
country. '

o necfe > Vi, :'-/- ot Pt 15

The communist method is sly. In “hina thcy ubed the,

""".' "h_u v d’f e N ATV 4 ”'W ) & e AL ~ ]

Religious Autonomiesi¥Autonomy. ofdiwemment, ehpough-whiiodir wiummw
—--t—-‘ ——e - . — . . _a- T

t%*ey‘“"nidve ed-Chrigdians—to —‘»f__*:f“riid Hmvo J:; .i‘moc:-.-i;c-—--'i—ead- the' fevrc i
‘L fM bt o "-.'-1:"&-”“-”'{-; f..c il . (__ g ,,_J ,’, P/ J- :.;_,."-‘C:._-L - .'.-.w el

Chinese Churchs—to-mare.nesd 61 foreign bishopSe < MLOROIYOE e

,-',r-.,;-»--.._.-_ vt FG = 2 ot J

SUESISTATHeT Lowmere—neced Rox Liereion- OIS “Oirkmrese-orrey

i Py "

_'tr‘,

Hidld~be-su f-t‘i-c_-c-,z't-\,-- Autonony, i

F

R0 p i Lo g more need—¥er-of

. Lavign-priestsy-the-Ghinesepriests-will sufficve to preacH

j \
| - X "i_ el v
S

e -
Catholl ¢ T stiglome N e et

e u_w_ e —
Kod

_-fapemu-what we said earlier derives—the-understanding thai

Lhe~comunists had XHAKENXY sdectedy—Tortheir attackaguinss
b

thae-Church,-a grounds_already-well laid.oul. The “'}ovcﬁent of

L A ""f Lf.w L C/fwn

the Three Autonomies was the first step 4l 'fceparating the Uhinansa

.u s «4—%
Cathodi Q-‘Sh&rc—h from the Pope by founding a national Churchyg w7
e
.a-twthe,.,mermy of the atheistic communist government,
Lhhus—the-~cammunist.-worked-according-bo-this-method-and in

B RIS
that.directionsg Theiw [irst Wints® success was, at Kwang=Yunn ..
!";a,_.ﬁhw ’
Ain Northern Szechwan. On lovember 30, 1930, the local priest
B R B 4

g — g 73T * 'f. .
publishied a EX{ICEXEX comaunist insnired manisfesto, signed by

P . pv

six hundred Christians, -.u% there were not that many Christinns
4

in that parish ol the Chengtu disccese, God alone knows the
responsibility oi thie priest and the Christians. On January 23
1951, another manifesto came out of Szechwan province, this tiwe

from the diocese of Nanshung, where our monastery was located in

its beginnings, Lhsemainilesto-Was oigned by Dishop Paul bang, -



-l 5o

., g
(s

by priests and Iy Christi ansy, Tho.manifests recogniz ed.ﬁ Gt

the severance of economic and epistolary relations with the Pope, #i,.

,!“{1_'& b- a'rl?- 3.4 p |
i il ¥ ﬂ~'a~a.;--.i.-..er —wert-no—means—of-having-any;—as the bi shop

‘-\__-,'1?.-_' ; , ) p ., . . L },_ =" ; R
pointed out, * = drtiis Aoradil "“‘?""*"”"’éﬁ '&I CA i Bty . T
stk S stk e
On April 15, 1952, ,in long Kong, , wun Archbishop Riberi, #<
5 .2 AL 4 ?
Internuncio P o, Ly 464 Lw& Archb:.clmva),"{.,uuni king —pishess daes -
Gtk h

Jantzen,, Bishop Pinault,‘\ of Chengtu, who had recently been
expelled from China. Archbishop Riberi stated that Bishop Wang
had sent him the manif‘esto on January 23, 1951, and aabded that

A i rgf:‘i{o‘ﬂ o it a 20d T Y. .é"m
he had immediately wm'bm-inmww—t-n trasd—the-~ C!Hu.n"'ﬁ.r'c for hig

w0 .{..,»'.T A eyl ‘-,.,wf‘_» .
Priests, The Internuncio bthen-asked=Iirchivishon ~idend —wheiliar
9 n-J‘"’ ...-u.-,,-v": ~r"-) —- v :
. . ’.va \ et D _\:_.;
Bishop VWang had done im. /ishop Pinault said-lre~head, Y, liad T i

N i
W p AR A Cdfeny ok

Cact read u-.».-a.'-e-n:-}f'»—— oen frtéddud—and Chri stign.lether. sdadoks Bishoon i

- ? ) 4
EEIY PO - A g

Waxwvhad mittews—auwpy had been sent to Chengtu.fuBishos

Kotrwity = ‘7 o
Wang suffered muche We had-dmown him sse=ive a great hishop -wiidm i
el et . . L
our monastery was estebiished—drr Sishan dn-his-—diovese, throee or
jl .

four miles from W&e episcopal see of Nanchunz, In December e#
P T

1951, our Brother Peter visited Suining, near Nanchung,to sse

his ailing fther. He told us upon his return that Bishop UWang

did weaving for a living, that he had been denounced by two of
I

r .
Sthw ToNaget vy o g wih

his priesy, but that hie had refused to ui,enouu ca Archbishop Riberd

Lefore the communists. & o .
P
4Cinge 4

el -
A 1.0 ©.

<4

by the communists all through “hina

25 soon as tihey tool over., All scheols HiIIX¥HNi9 of whatever 1o

had them. The classes were also given to the people, evervwiiere,

ri1d . v’vk
in citges and wvillages,/in the countrys for the farmers. in tihe

cilty of Chengtu there was one in each neighborhsod, Tha Ramrdsanhy s

Blezates presided, of course, and tid armed police was there
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1N our awetorium é‘t‘hlc‘h.

In our neighborbhood the clasg was halc
the communiste-—bad taken-over-as-wetl-as-fwo-adjoining—rooms.
There waz-a-meeting a-day in- the auditorium, and-several -times
-&DWQek‘aMﬁOiitttS“ﬁln&&J Women came with children,and men, young
and old, some of them carrying a little stool to sit on. Tie
meetings began at five in the afternoon and lasted way into
the night; they were endless,

The whole of China had become a huge school for the teaching
of Marxism, and all Chinese vwere forced into being studentg Nor
were the military diswnensed from it, on the contrary. later wviien

I was detained in a cornunist wison I could hear beyond the
ot

f L g S R [ROP S WL o e -u:.»v-—-_.’,f/v;
all Giea waddascs —edness lolada—ier them, And I listened: the leader

™

. p . Lo o
read a newspaper article, then b= commented on it {vito vy

discussion in which the men had to participate.
Hw iy Frmanand Y
v' I am only concernod Jitedilvese—jeurnals with the KAXMHEMENNX
= flaa e

| the Three Autonomies inasmuch as they Maszotas 1 61a b1 WS4

the monastery. DPut it can be said as a whole that XH the nriests
and the Christilians in Chima were not sufficiently prepared to
KEABRXEHAEXNE fight the insidiious communist methods, nor were ve

aware enough of their vorwiAd doetrine, their aims, or their

tactics. Therefore, yoww »/in the beginning, there were hoesitatla:

lack of {firmness ard laclk of straight answers. Communism sionld
, <

L

=

wave been studied by seminarians, priests, Christians, and everyonc

in seminaries and schocls. ut how could we tell?

|
|
i

*

maiaiaa Mare

kE,1
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51, two policemen from the Hidsn Dureaun come

\;v

\ &

Tor e L

to manastery with sowme neighborliwod police. They asked

the parlor. I fand them there and they ask me to be seatoed.



indulging in small talk for a while they asked:

of

"Do you approve,the movement of the Three Autonomies?"

"No. I do not."

They would naot listen to my reasons. They made a note of
my answexr and left,

During the year 1951, some Chinese priests in Chengtu
advocated an agreement with the communists, a kind of co-existernceo:
A reform of the Catholic Church, but a Cathelic reform, safeguardins

O i g 83901q1
the Faith and the association with the Pope. The/politics clas
organized by the communists for the Christians was held in the
best hall et the Lishop's House, which the police was occup¥ing

<«

for that purpose., Every Sunday the class was scheduled for “hros

- -

thir%y in Eﬁe afternoon, All Christians had been invited, and the
police, with guns, looked them up and talked them into attendin:.
7. s

Out of i@ur-thousand?three hundred Christians in Chengtu abont
Torty attended voluntarily, and although there were sometimes
quite a number of Christians attending, most of them had been
forced into it. Their leader wa“TVr. Niu, Several Chinese nriestrs
came voluntarily to the classes to "save the Church" as they
said. I know they were sincere, they still believed in the
possiblitity of co-~existence,

Thie meetings wvere alvays presided by communists, and tiev

nad adopted a very sly tactic, From the becinning they assertod

that tiiey had no desire to deatroy the Catholic relipion, Tiiav
[t

wanted in ne way to tais the Faith, only te '"nurify" it., 7Y

REXXEXNHY Purely religious matters could be treated in azreement

with the Pope, but the Church must be purified of all imperialist, .

elements.,

And so YEINEAY every Sunday took place the Marxist indenyeis

tion, The Chinese priests aften came to the monastery bLelore the



meetings to discuss communism and the possibllity of co-existence.
We told them they must not attend as the meeting were leading to
the separ%tion from the Fope. But it was to no avail.
May 17, 1951

From the beginning, Father Sagredo, Vice~Provincial of the
Spanish Redemptorist Fathers,whose convent was outside our
enclosure wall, resisted the movement of ﬁ?e Three Autonomies.
He was a great priest, He had no fear ﬂ&%ﬂﬁ.talking clearly to
the Christians against communist tactics destined to destroy the
Catholic religion and the Church., He was emprisoned on May 17,
1951.

Cihinese Catholic lady.

Now there was already one missionary /Catholiclapiest jailcd

for his raith. Wa had found out that the communist aim i§ te
L i et

destroy, from withinﬁchpuohmandﬂc?untry§ A Fliey attempted to use
v/ el

Father Sagredo thoroughly by &%&bm&¢¢nwﬂto generate among Christiasas

a movement against R {E¥him. They encouraged Christians to

| demand from the Govennment Father Sagredo's punishment.

-

On June 2nd or 3rd I received the visit of a Chinese Catholic
lady, mother of a large family. 5She told me that some mommunists
and Christians, and even some Chinese priests had come to enlist

her help in denouncing srather Zasredo.

"lay I do it7" she asled,

LN noor

No, you mav not.” I renlied,

And I proceeded to give hier the reasons.

Pia-

Hay I then jein the reformed Church of the Three Autornomiazsy

JloyI explained H¥X to her why she could not, She ¢

adsured me that sihie would never denounce a rriest of belon: tg

the reiorned Church; and then she burst into tears.
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= "Why are you crying then?"

"T do not fear for myself or for my husband, but for my
children. They are forced to go to the communist school and they
are taught to denounce their parents. They have to XXXX report on
our evening conversations, it is terrible, my husband and I do
not dare talk anymore in front of the children."

I went to the Bishop's House and reported this conversation

to ¥KE¥ Bishop Pinault and his Vicar General, Msgr. Poisson.

&
* *

Our Chinese monks, Father Paul , and Brother Peter, our
secretary and their group, never tock part in the politics class
organized by the communists at the Bishop's House. Several
Chinese priests kept on going "to:save the Church’? But the
communists were stonger as they never make any concessions,

except tactical ones, like their tactic of co=-existence. Neveri

the Chinese priests, except Father Bonavendture Liu, came to
the monastery to discuss communism and the wpolitics classz.

For many weeks our Father Paul helped out at the North Gate
“
parish, hearing confessions, offering Mass and preaching. Dut .
; .I“vgg s v 3 o I

B : 4 o . R — 7
early June, 1951, I crdered him no” to go. ﬂe\uhmmselfﬁwﬁﬂxAﬁﬁﬁ

XY ENUY wanted to cuit, because of the danger of being recosgni

by Christians and Communists and of being drawn into the reform ion

had)

i g A7

ment. The two Chinese orissis, vwere very disnleased,
: A r

"Does Iather Frior think we are schismatics?'" <7

. . S B L
s cf Tham . :
Sevn [ 1.

T

ZF Fatber.lisll cawe to the momastery.

YHEYHEAENHKY An arsument Tollowed which lasted two hourse. Father
Msii's last argument was:

"These are Government orders. We must obey."
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793
I showed himACanon Lawe L
A e L f:.W' _ )
"These are the orders of the Church,’We must obey M Lom=f .
i At "‘".’1,

But it was useless. He understood wuniv lateg?és he was in
good faith, and really wanted the good of thefhurch. He did not
foear for himself. .

June 17, 1951

Lurind s i L “5""”"4‘
The gommunists waoso=brring to get the Christians teo denounce

Father Sagredos. They could only gather a small groupt=the

odd forty who voluntarily attended the politics class. DBut the
increased
police WXXXXHEYEXXXNH their number by adding non-Catholics to the

group. A demonstration was organized, headed byxﬁxxﬁﬁﬁx HENHEY

FARHESOHESI S PERGETLHEES HE OO M RGER RIS EAGHIS S¢S ']' f dmonstgators
carrying banners in the image of the communist leadersy sniisinalil-

At the Bishop's louse, Ihis wa® only four to five minutes away
fom our monastery and the Redemptorist Fathers’.tConvents I was

around four o'gclock in the afternoon on June 17, I was XX in
Z & l-:.., {

one of our Chinese houses, the one in which,lrs, = m Drave

lived., She=was-a~Heloian married-to a Chinesew All of a sudden

o

wWe saw the demonstrators emerging into the garden across the house.

Ty

Ve saw the banners, and at least tuwo Chinese priests who,belonges

ENEMEEYNEE to the procession which was headed towards the

door opening on the menastery gavdewnl . They entered and I

o~

Tollowed thenm. T waz suricus to see whether they would enter tho

menastery. They storoed for a few moment in front of the
thhon turned lef: and vent v the other gsarden path. As 1 was

laoking it scemed to me that the two Chinese prilests were tryving

~+
2
o
o
}_}.
=~
O
]
S
C}
}_.
C
Q2
ﬁ

Ve learned later tlhat the demonstraters had been at the

Nedemptorist Fathers, Their leader, Mr. Hiu)attempted to enter
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astle o
the eenwars, Dut Father Compano was at the door and he stopred
Mr. Nfu, orderéng him not to enter, punctuating his order with
a few punches. f#s Mr, Niu had his foot in the door he got

/
slightly injured. It was enough. Mr. Niu immediately went to

[

the Police leadquarters across the street. The Police informed

__{'_ s ‘---,:..c_ i}
the M4 Bureduy and Father Compano was put in jail that very

evening.
June 13 .
woA & ; , < A
I aw summoned s= the #f+enm BureaudA .l got there around £:/3 fH.

"Q»ﬁ
tweGi-fibeam, T a4 greeted amiably which walJunusual enough te

make me cautious. Coming from the next room I could hear the
voice of Eishop Pinault. Mr. WVang invited me to go in. Ve were
four people, the two comvunist chiefs, the Bishop and myself,
There were cigarettoé and tea on a little table in the center

of the room. This was to be the first and the last communist &nesé’”

"etbentions? There had to be a reason.

|

Sftep Er. Wang offered us a cigarette and poured us sone

tea, o\ ha g ny .
e BV r:‘ e 'i"" ’
Hoyr G ; 3 -
Ve asked xm you %o comg,no we could have a sincere exchange

i N o R 2 .
of viewss on the movenent ¢f the Threes Autonomies., Lets all nlaini«
say what we tihini."

v

Sishor Pinault then asked him to define the Three Autonomicso,

N

M/ lT. Lons anetioro
B s Y o
Vi

oAt that we arve to haveﬁﬂhinese bishovs in “hinn."

)l
= / /[ ,«c";,_"“é," et

a Chinese bilshon I am ready to rctire,’

"If the Pove

renlied wivs Dibhov. "waesd.

And ve nroceeded to explain that enly the Pope could nama

.. ) . “+ 0 ) 0 ] - %
Catholic kishops in “bina as all ever the orild.

- 3w geld L e . . ,
tail right, BN, btub once the ope w

weal
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in China, only the Chinese bishops wilil-be entitled to govern the

Chinese Church. 7The Pope will have no more power.,'
He had already said in the beginning of his speech:
"The Chines government does not intend to destroy the
Catholic Church. All we want to do is to purify your faith,"
To whieh I hhd replied:
o a&-fpe Pone wﬁﬂmm:ﬁégdth bishops all over the world
=2 retains the right and the duty to lead them in the government
i pn g
of the Catholic Church, precisely to maintain the purity of the

i U
same faith all over the worild.

I cannot rewember whether Mr., Wang made any reply to this
statement. Rut in the end he said:

"Ye have had a very enlightening conversation. Go home now
and consign your views on paper, and please bring back these
written statements by noon tomorrow."

Then both policemen accompanied us to the door according

to Chinese etiquette.

Cnce in the street we exchanged our inpressions. The communisis

had attemnted to influence the Christians against Iather Sprredo.

) . . 7‘;' .w( Aseen. )
The previous day'’'s demonstration »e8-.4a_5000T. 0N e Ll vas a failura,
i,; ;'-V’ﬁp“"“‘ ‘».-«n-) 27
Fhe-gommunis ts by asking us to be "sincere vl wanted to find out

7/\-43 Wéo .
the reason, fior -the=failures 1ted oy to know us

fé’é W 7;14-'{7 P LJ%I@

bettor in order io datrey us,i shown no irmatiecuce

in the face of our reacitions, but Lhad been content to record thiom.
[ ) P ) Tam - ~ ram - 1 T~ -1
Shortly after we hiad reached our raspective homes, boih

the Bishow and mysell rccelved the visit of a volicemen remingdin:

us of the written statements to be delivered the next day at nonn,

X

=]

I wrote my immressions that night in French, and had Sothev

Eleutherius wead itheme The next morming I transiated them inlsll



with the help of my secretary. We were thrc.-h arcund noon, but
I declided it was not important to be a 1ittl: late. The volicemesn

had made up their mind to be kind to us that .av as well-asz the
.‘]‘5’1/#@05 o
day before. When I reached the A®#em Bureau,. Tound the men

resting or sleeping in chairs. ¥Mr. Yuan rose, srected me

glanced at the conclusion of my paper, and disrissed me, Xothing
ever elt as good as being in the street agai-,
dewﬁuJ
Jewrirted to save my thoughts on the convirsation with the
. e ¥ L‘-",-i.(n-(-r-w‘:—
two communistsy) I copied 4w bhetween the lir:zs of an old manuscrinig
which I shipped to Hong Kong with a bundle of books. We knew

that books generally reached Hong Kong. After I was expelged

from Chima I found the bouoks in Hong Kong wit: +ie monuscri=t ond

the letter which follows in its entirety.

] -
sAeey BEureau ﬁ"v A{um (-"-'-/“’-# M8,
Chune uﬂk&l
Chengtu,

Gentlemen:

Yesterday, June 13, 1951, llis *xcellency
of Chengtuy and myselfy were invited by vyou,
have an exchange of views on the "Yovement of
in the C&thonlic Chursh. This exchange of wilevs =<
afterngon from two fifteen to three {ifteen e

asbecfto consipn AN NVIXHYEXEFN U HENYEXAHEXXK
for your ﬂ:ﬂ@r prieid o

LR

You =aszd that the

overant ol the Three
consis ti_;n having pa UIE UTEHHK §hina Chinesa o
to lead znd acminister-the Chinese Catholic o7 ite
there is no need for nonular avnroval io 2

You admwitted tihat the Fooe alone had the e
in China as he does all over the worid.uiowee -
once the Chirese bisnowns have been named by o

have Lue right to adminlster the Chinese Cati
the Pewe may not intervene in this administracic,

You Said also that the Governm nt of the -

i the Catholic Chureh to g POV e W 8 b
EXERYN in no way s ter oh: : ;
otect Lt& purityy Y drdondine-tn pus

ch of drnerialist eloments.
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9., Personally I had never heard a clearer statement,,by =i~
Knke s
n»{tbe desires of the Government of the Chinese Fecwnle. o
Here are my <houghts.
- . - ) . i
From the beginning of her founding by Jesus Christ, and Asia
during—the-—whola-of her history of nearly two thouszand years, the

HENEEY tive
prosoaasirent—oi-Goverawernts attempidess to use her as a nolitical
ins it. There are numerous examples in history, and in
every centur¥. The Catholic Church has always willed to keep
her faith, even at the price of blood,

Catholic Church always erdeaweired-—to—oben THHK

A."“"r 0o

In the matter c¢f the Three Autonomies, here is the $sith fﬂ:v~;
of the Catholic Churchi ¢

In founding His Church, Jesus Christ gave her one Head in the
person cf Peter and of his legitimate ¥XH successors. SENEHXHEY
BHWHAYHE from her founding to today the Church counts two hundred
and sixty twe Powes who followed one another through history
without interruptien.

Zcoording to the Catholic Faitlh, the Poone alone has mesimasin vy
XTI M E B O DM XXX X G HOOMKE. the exclusive
power and risnhi oo lame and demose bishons throurhout the vorid,
but & also mas.dileemeliuebvo—pover—amd-—rizire to HPEINHE Leen

on directing them in the interior administration of the Catholic
Church fhroughout the worid. And this precisely in crder that

the Faitﬁf?emain pure and always one in all covntries, The Dishoas
in all countries have the power of administrating the religion

in the Cathelic Church acoording to the teachings of Jesus Christ
and the law given by the Pove who 1s the representatlve of Jesus
Christ,.

All this is in conformity with the teachings of Jesus Christ
sole founder of the Catholic Church, Whom we believe is God,
The powers of the Fope come only from Jesus Christ, therefore from
God. They do not come from any man or government., Accord*wﬁl;
no man &€ noygovernment cal talie avay those nowers, U,
that no man s nog rovernment ol any country whatscever
what Jesus Chrisvtaugbt, or &:chall shied, as no man &
government 1s aboeve Jesusg Christ who created men,

Fg

R

-

Thus, according to the will of Jesug Christ, the
sole Fead ei tlhe Cntholl Shruei thronghout the world,
according te tie will of Jesus bﬁriﬁt, the A< rinlvtiatﬁv
Catiholic Chwurceh in all o 1t led on by the
thircughout the entire vorld el pweiiivsemcas,  but alvay
tlie control andleasdersibiin of & Pome. AL the bilbsons
ob2y the Pore in the administratien of the Catlinlic C
Pore had the right and the duty te devose them. The
sole recognized custodian of the purity of the Faith; (ne

thelid
i‘

&
w3
b
P.:
o
j o=
)
o
)
H
v

¢

i
One raith, Cne Cat ic Church, and Cne Powne, for the whol:
and till the end of time.

o ey £

gt /x_d, “'\.u o

T e B Y tho  Uatholle Inaie
as we received it from Jeaus pﬁqt th“}udr: inaswmesih
as the''Movement of thie Threo consists in bavins in



China‘chiuv:q bishops, and inasmuch as the Pope alone has the
power to /. them, it folows that Hroe WENE XA HTEAE
HENOE AR XEU XXX OO0 O LUK YX neither the Catholiecs, nor
the priests,¥or the bisho. . live the pover to endorse the Thre,

A
Autonomies, but the Iope alone.

I personffally believe that the ideal solution would be for

the Government of the ChineseaPeonle to enter in contact with
the Pope™iw 7 af ef this preblem/ in coniormity with the purity
of our faith. & ToA 2 f oy e Cricaes )

mmar,

I therefore would approve all "}ovement of the Three
Autonomies’ done in the Catholic Church by the Pope, but I
could approve no other.

Benedictine Priory

172 Yang=Shih Kai

Chengtu

June 19, 1651

(s) Dom Raphael Vinciarelli, (.S.¢,
Prior.

In transcribing the letter today, here in ilong Kong, and

reading my suggestion that the communists get in contact with
the Pope to solve thie problem of the Three Autonomies, I realize
that my icen was either naive or X (Y¥¥X sarcastic. I carapt

remenber which feeling inspired me. I also feel that if I had
written this for Christians it should have had more subtlety, but
it was sufficknt for the commumists,

I haﬂﬁ given my lettet to the policemen in French and in

Chinese., They never mentioned it. Eut I am sure they did not
for.cto They never iforvset anything, R e e &8 the Aliew
S Ve S L aa

BureauAWG were wonderings why I

tetd

HoMEK we had been summoned.  The

commuinists never tell thsir reasonsiHE for action. If vou kriowu

4

. F . .79 . ] - . . . o
their aim i sometlmes nossible to guesse WHXXY Cne thing is corini g
(Toanntta theilr tactics vary according to circumstances, but thov

are always after tlhie success of the same cause,

.|."‘!(’\]

B eae i Py

We recelved a cony of a TEYIEY letter went

hishen of Zhanghal, . T. Irnatius



condemned the reform of the Three Autonomies. Shortly after that
we received the visit of
/the Chinese Father, Lawrence Li, who acted as pastor of Wen-Kian:,
a small town approximately fifteen miles from Chengtu where the
Church had X¥XXE large holdings. He was entirely against the
reform. We gave him all the documents in our possession against

the Three Autonemies which he XHEX wanted to transcribe. He conw

back two days latere :

(7~'“? ikag . Py o
Gz back to the Bishop's House,day before yesterday,/l 1ct

Father Bonaa§entunzLiu who asked me whether I had come from the

1 =
taa 7 TAasd

Benedictine Priory, and what I’%gw-daipﬁ there. He implied that
the Denedictines were spreading XHX(EWHEKEXXXKX literature againsy

the reform, and added that he was going to expose these doinrn:o .

L
Father Liu thought we were the writer of Eishop Cn‘u@u’s

A few days later ksgr. Poisson and other missionaries told us 1
several Chinese priests were very excited against us, Father

N - 0] i - .

Bonagventure, in particular, who wanted to denounce us.

We have to add though, that Father Wang Hua=-ming, Father

s oe? 80
e Y a . .
Bonadventure Liu,and rather,- d realized their mistake later,
" Cv‘{"\ A ] 5-15-—

were put in Jail ssAdfog L @d thelr mlndsn Father Wan-o

”&d.
was jailed at the end of (ctober, Father Bemadvesnture in law:,:
and Father kst at the end of Ceotober,192351, if my memory 1s <o

EFut I do not know how denz tlhey were Kept in prison.

For several vears of the comrumists,

u{ﬁ'

Llinese.caniiol, Avgustlr

e pastor of the Onl

l'e was a very zealous orie=t, I believe it was in July,
i d

that the Lishoo hea-nsamed him administrater of the diocese,

HPE S G600 GOECHOEEL 04606 65 GE OGP EHIHS GOEE IS ¥ RIS C LB ENGELE ¢ RENEE

~

beoginning he went to the meetings of the politics class hinld

tishop'sgiouse, and he often protested against the refovi, ov:



so=-called Cgtholic reform. He would leave the meetings, and return.
But, eventually, being a just and pious man he manifested his
opposition clearly.

The Franciscan Missionaries of Mary had two orphanages in
Chengtu, one at the North Gate, the other close to the Bishop's
House and the Catholic Hospital. Many of the orphan had been G

)Z&—f teadV j"‘*\‘ig" nst.-.-,m}f'{;“a o .

lQiLwﬂOW&“mﬁlﬂi”‘ vhren—they—were-babies-or-very-younsgy on the

doorstep of the orphanage, by—thedir—parentss The Sisters had

taken them in, then nursed them, fed them,and educated them.

At the end of 1951 the communist papers accused the Sisters

of having caused the death of "more than eiﬁfam;fveé~aﬂd«$weﬂﬁy
throusad orphans.” It was said that XHEMI® they had dug out their
eyes to make medecine, ardl old seventeenth century accusation,

It is a wonder that the communists did not judge the Nuns and

put them to death, but they were put in iai%, five of them, inclu-
, wc,

o wr g |

ding their Suverior. The P90plqawere as

—

Led to denounce thaw

Femilollas—blro~-Ohrdstianss The communists brought a great number
and Chinese priests, including Fether Augustine Vang,
of Christians/to the Catholic EEMEXNHY cemetery, outside the

Noerth Gate. e daty s ﬂr%u¥hey had unaarthed the pfevious day

the bones of the orphans burried in the cemetery. They showad

o
P

the bones to the oo

weow . Then they asked Father Wang what he
thought of it. IHe quietly replied:

1 . = . ; : o s
It is every one's fate to die! And when one knows des—siwes /-

s e T
condition, maiv,babies re aZdndOEK abandoned at the doorstep o

the orphanage, it is not surprising that in thirty or forty vears:
that many would have died,"

The communists took him away immediately in a truck and
put bim in jail. I de not know what hapnemed to him after Lliom,

.-
b

Father John Yang, procumator of the biwni.-

R ¢
Fode8 T Was onna sed




under
from the beginning to any reform, even HX¥H/the condition of

keeping the Catholic faith and the union with the Pope. The

C rdliis e
Communists made 1life difficult for him es he was in charge of
7 : Qe Fa

b . s
loratud ITipeaney 7 i

taxes, ewd MHe was jailed it

W 3

- bl s 2
Wi—atith-padersed. 4 A told them-—nne

' o 4
day that he would not be able to pay the taxes #f KX¥ iR
Lade vﬁ' L8, vl
Irém, Bo they Lei him free hoping to get more money. But

b
then they jailed him at the same time as Father Eonagventure

Liu. They both went with a smile.
Qctober 1951
. - m . -
The Redemptorist Father Campano head-lsees thrown in prison,.
" . . s > . v &
Be remained forty~five days in the commun jail, hhich was_ very
/a""f’M.ﬂjéri,-.nb-'-'.;—

severeA . Father Sagredo had been jailed before him. Cf the

three RNedemptorist Fathers, only Father Fuente was still b

i
Fitte
Foverrd. Around the middle of Cctober, the communists aslied Lim

Lt A /7 870w, s

. : A

te devosit pese—million.iivedundrad-thousarwl Chinese dollars For
-'..g" o, - ..a.: o M b

ok L L‘.i‘f_\;,l._a_rii nizg wateh and

e

Father Campanc, and to bring to the A%
a HXNXHX blanket., On Cctober 16, T believe, the chief of the
Adeieon BEureau, Mr, Wang, came to the monastery and asked for ms,
¥hen I came in the room he told me to be seated. As he said
nothing’I asked:

= -

wW1ill you tell me where Father Campano is?'

e vas startled by mv cucstion, and after HAXZIGNXY a sli.ht
hesitation he said:

"And what do yen lmiot alout Father Cammano 7!
for money, Ihis watch,and 2 blanliet.
"“hat is your conclusion?!
"I suppose the money is for his trip to Hong Kong."
"Trat's wvhat you thinkg"
Meos, !

iR

e ™ : - . 3 : i3 g e v : e
Jhat punisiment does Fatber Campano deserve



"Punishment for what? For that incident at the door of the
convent "
"Yes, he hit a Christian."
‘ "I was not them but I know the injuries were not very serious.
It was a very small thing."
"Put Father Campanc is opposed to the reform. Vhat
punishment does he deserve?'

"You know quite well what I think of the reform."

He did not insist and left.

,5-‘.: WAy
: 'i-m-_s-huwv.wv;t "p' off_. o m: ~rd
Father Fuente was eellod—ne the éd4em Bureaufon October 23,

late a t night. I was summonhed with him for some business
concerning meney and articles, the details of vwhich I can hot

recall. On the morning of the 24th he had brealkfast with us at

(;n-ud‘l' - for . I-"f, ?}L'rufﬁ»:‘. 2t ot
~ gy T =3 o

the monastery. Then without being jailcd, he vas ju iy i s
15 Adeortadiinm srotors ia L9bantt « Ko wma bl f5 Gt i g o i

aiid—oomnderfgte-to—temvre—tire-rrert~dayy=the=25thyyvi thh rather
Lo . ;
ol

L T
vho was jueeed also,on the 24th. On the 25th., thesvnavers

the judement and the exvulsion.
TR i Iig s O
Gr—tixe 26th., Mr. Wang and another communist came to the
monastery and asked for me. As usual they acted as though thov

were the masters of tiie monastery, and as I walked into the.

parlor tihiey told me to be seated. They then lkent silent and
leafed through cormunist maganimes vhieh we kent on the tables in

the parlor. I did 1like them and leafed through some magazinos
too. 1hiey asled o few ingiy

,
tira,

And then:

. -
"e would lilie to kno@f'hat voau think here of the judireoment

and the expulsion of Father Sagredo and Father Fuente. Why wos

Father Fuerite banished?" T s o
S N T )

. # < ; L
Acecording to the pnpersfha Was accused &0 haveynlaved tho

g

H
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the &essbonium in their Church while Father Sagredo was offering

Mass, or leading the Christians in prayers. He was also
accused of having taught students to sing and of being opposed
to the reform. I know nothing about the accusationgs ag@anst
their school."

"And why was Father Sagredo expelled?"

"According te the papers it was because he ovnosed the
reform movement :and hecanse-lie posted in the €hurch the manifesto
against the reform that the Catholic C@ntrdl Bureau had sent

g Boadle o

from Shanghai. As for &9 the gold he waudsd have sold o the

il 4 oo

Black market er = the problems of the school, I know nothing«inf

o

"But, according %o yeu, why was he exnelled?!

"I EHXXEUAIHNHAY would say for his religious convictions,®

au

They did not insist, but asked to see our Father BEmile, I
went to geot
HITUOTN¥/him on the XHX¥ fourth floer of the monastery ==

he enjoyed a magnificent view from his room overlooking +the city
and the iar away mountains =~ and came back to the parlor with
himwe, TFather Emile talked about his Russian language students,
and of the s&udents he mhnesx knew and thos he had met duribe
his walks. Then, one of the communists questioned him.

=

"thy were Father Sasredo and Father Tuente exnelled?’

. , . . ; i Loirdgplt o
“Government orders, L helicve,’ #&4 &

Then the corrmunigst addressced me with my Chinese name:

oy ; s 2 -
"en Chian-1i nre vou very busy?"

b

Howr - " {
Nos have nothing to do.'

"You may leave."

And Father Imile remained alone witi: them, TThen he

=
3
-

s

ot

Kong, sick, on iarch 1@, 1952, uvith Tother Gaetan, he zald o

"On Cctober 2G, 1651, »fter I tourcd the monastery vith il
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two communists I showed them to the door. In leaving they asked
me whether I would consider being separated from the other monlks.
I answered:'In matters of Faith, never.'"

%
‘ * *

Communist Attack:against our Chinese monks, our Secretary, and
the Catholic servants.
We had two Chinese monks at the monastery: Father Paul Wu,
ordained priest on June 29, 19##, and Brother Pierre Chou, who
made
bad #XN&/his simple profession of vows on Octeber 15, 1550.
There was our Chinese secretary, Simon Li, »omI had met at -the
University, and our launderer, ¥® Chia, who both belongtdto old
Christian families. Our servant lang, who worked in the kitchen
garden was a new Christian. INr. John Y, our Chinese mrocurabor
fof tventy years ¥X¥ also belonged to an old Curistian family,
He had come from Chﬁngking with PFather Emile and Father hildebhrand
after their arrival in China. 7There were also four oblated of tihe
of 11y

Franciscan missionarieé‘rhn iived in our houses near Yangs Shiilsainad

street; the large 1i family), the family of the niece of our
77

bty .

Procurator MM Yu; and irs. %usu Braye, who came from Gembloux in
Eelgium. And also Theomas Zan whe had been a postulant and still
lived with us.

Since the commimistis had ftalken over we had fewer servantsz,
and the few thiat vere laft vere not admitted inside the nonasteri,
excent the cook wiie rewagined in his kitehen. The aan of the

monastery wos entirely daidi in the hands of the monks. Ute eacn

did our mart, and I can still see latber Lildebrand nionning thornus

WM
k1 i . . o -y 5 . . - ) ' . 1 = . — T
the emitsy hall, and siching deenly when,at lasty; it was clean.
Y iy T Wi At vde S IR S=Rr TN ol it o
This » o < b womontieae wadsw iient the servants o
y . »
Brenliang e lorrrrbd] et g 0 d 2 e e TlIle SO DU
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were inciting the Chinese =- especially our monks and our servants
to denounce us and ask for our expukion. And it is a joy to be
able to report that all of them remained faithful. Only once

did our servants make a few mild charges against us.

' E@lthounhi the politics class,which began in 1950 at the
Bishop'!s house, was presided by Father Honadventure Liun, it wasin
fact directed by the communists, Although he had been invited by
Chinese priests and several seminarians, our Father Paul never
wanted to attend, and to reinforce his own decision I had ordered
him not to go.? Up to XM August,1951, our monks and the above

mentioned group had kept away from the Movement of the Three
recent
Autonomies. Cuvr servant Wang (a H¥X/convert) alone, after several
refusals, had finally yielded to interest, and had even becorme
the director of the small group for a while. Around November, on
December, he got back on the right traclk.
Our mounks were living peacefully. Our Father Paul enjovad

his priesthood, Prother Peter was studying Philosophy withh Fatheor

Eleutherius, and Church History with Father Alberic. ) Eut wmeoce

never can last around the communists. They want the complete

adherence oi each group, each family, each individual.

September - Cetober |

2

The cormunists wanted our servants,and mostly our monks nnd
our Secretarv, lr., Li, o dencunce us. They were looking for
accusations nzainat us, in the same manner as they were honins
that all missionaries and foreicn nuns would be denounced., “hav

had a very clear aim: To blaclken the Catholic ¢hurch before 4o

people, thus

5

ausing tiem to asl the Government to jail and

4

expel all missionaries.

Since Sentember tlie mavers carried denunciations of 70
LS e

froameclscang lcosionary nuns for Lhogourder of the ornhans.
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accusation was twofold against the foreign missionariest Peing
> . . o H N ]
foreign imperialists), and having organized the Legion of Mary.

As for the Chinese priests and the Christians who ¥XH refused

I

O g
to, become members of the reformed church they were called yﬂ~ﬂ¥-

¥

"running dogs" peboradsnogy—di~o=tonds nrincipally if they had
'
been members of the Legion of Mary.

Eventually our two Chinese monks and thelr group were @wijtsi iy

careful¥r brainwashed 1.In Sentember and Cctober thoy were often

"3}"‘-" S
summonned to the KIXKHXXHKKX neighbornood Police Peecimet. Long

discus=zions took nlace there concerning religion. Our monks
were told to separate from the foreigners. They weee asked to
denounce ti:e legion of Mary, as well as the Franciscan kissionary
nunse. Brothier Peter used to go to the meeting his Bible in hand,
Ix defendvhkhimself by quoting TXIXHEUXE the holy Texts., Ille
refused to give his DBible to the policemen who wanted it. Iw :
day he proved throush tihe Bible that devotion to MNary was not an
invention of fAmerican imperialism,

But eur monks and servants protested that all these summons
were kKeeping them from working. The communist changed their
tacticss. They came to the monastery discussing with our sarvvents

wihile they were woriking. One day vhile 1ron1nN’our laundercry

Chiia

leave me alone, I nust work,"

N,

- e . ! RPN ~
1 Septewber, th.c communistg eiforts became concentrated on it
Lesion of larv. ‘dhe Police first organised searchies in the Gifiors

groups having belonged to the Legion of Iary, in order to coniilrn=

cate the articles MEY XXX owned by the Lesion. Then thierne

was a violent v»ress campalgn. The Lesion was shown as a reaction:s:
- E

seoment oi thie Cathiolic Church weaww wvodd to overthrow thwe Govern:
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o e e
i

of the Chinese Peopvle. iz mmﬁjhe Party cell}ifho newspaper stomes

were discussedaee &

Finally, to impress the people and indoctrinate them further,
i
the fGovernment uusgghxwﬂ a show of] the Legion of Marye— Ehea.ﬁh,wwﬁagbk
.p_"'\ r*»' e
procedure of tme meetinge waswdononetraded ! Adittle table coveorad

with a white cloth, on which was a statue of the Virgin, candequE'

books, rosaries, and pictures... aad also a revolver and a large

F oo o - N o fo a . )
:LAHJ i, Faday bt S ] . 2

Japanese matae, {HS-aTHY, CoOR0oR}ed ¢h the Benedictine monastery

g, e

of Chengtu by Father Prior wen-Chia~l4d and by Father Verner o

Rai-Lheng=ning, -wie-wore-soing—te use- thew againsgt the Chinese
Severs
people. Xﬁﬁﬁ/punishment was demanded through the newsnapers for
th ATites i
e culprits, -wurmﬂ' ,,A*,f '
/ LT e gy v

For a whole ioow weeu HXX utudnnts cﬁhiﬂdwﬁ*haiaﬂs~@ﬁ&‘ﬁiv‘

) ) o ¢ el W . 2
schoolisy KXIHEF Union membersg and those of local popular organizaXid
tions, old and young,visited the exhibition. The evils of the
Legion of Mary and of the exhibited articles were explained by

commiwsars. Father Verner, tke=mrocuretewy who did the shopning
2 IH

in town regularly,reported having long lines of people walting

to visit the shows. The old peonle even carried their own folding

stools to sit while waiting. One day a shopkeewer greeted Tathor

Werner witlh surnrise:

At st
"I thourcht vou wew already in jail with Weseihi

-
J

Cetober 27

I Delieve it was on the 2%rd of Cetober that/the stronrmest

e, 'l =
attacl against the Chinesc sianola of the menastery. They vers
B = 1
s v S = ) 5 Pt eriiied et
all summoned to thie e orheraé Pollice Weeoinet, ¥ on our

oy

Yang Shihwnal street. The sveech delivered was aonroximately 1.3
"There is a politiess class organized at the Dishovws louse for

Catholics, The Government directs vou to 2all zo. You are noat



forced to do it, of course, inasmuch as there is freedom of religio

¢}

But you must go."
/.

It was on a Sunday, XEXXH (XXX the class PR B at ¥ dhaoes

b g -

XXN thirdy mxx and Jasbodednterminabiy, Our monks and their

group left the Police fv;cff;t and returned directly to the

mM
monastery. A policemgn in-the-street seeing Thomas Fan returnine

to.the manastery—and stopped hims

"Why areil you not =o the class?"

"We are free."

"You do not like your country."

Thomas got angry and replied that the policeman had no
right to say such a thing., ) ) -

Lo Pl A1)
. K e . - N
"I iike my country as much as you doy L dare you to seme v

with me tes fight in Korea.'
Although they were surrounded by a crowd, Thomas Fan made

it back to the monastery.

It was not over. The following days the police came %o tie

monastery to discuss with HIOCERENEEOIGTHTTE XXX IOERNEEY
the Chinese groug’politely“ urging them to attend the class. ihev
' A\ i Ao @, Fot it O T
wetro Still in the 1saadeniias ; e stage’ bhetopoiuadins Stronaiia, Drot.oer

Peter discussed at length with them, in a room on the second flowr
where we kept our marazines. I ecould hear them from my reorm ,
althoush 1 they did not raise their voices.

Hyn

Ly stay witn these foreisners? Yeu are Chinese, join w:e

Chinese. Do mot let %he foreigners lead vou astray.

motiks. That too failed. Tlie monks remainad faithiful,
: . Pade .‘h -

ey told o

o,

£ 4
They were agsaln summonoed to the s=owmesswd and the o

vé
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"All right, you will not go to the politics class at the

Bishop's Houselbutyou wiit go to the People's meetings"

These were the meetings held in our % hall, near the

street, TFor two weeks the cormniinists organised special meetings

(5]

for them. Our Chinese group made it a point to attend as 1little
as possble, but XRIWKXKIX the police came for them at the monasterw
with guns,
Early in the morning of October 26, I was still in my room
XX when I heard a knock on the door. Father Paul told me:¥K

parlk g
KZ® '"We must go to the public g¥Kaﬁﬂ/at mine o'clock this

morning, awbepe %heye will be a }afgo meeting of the Peonle,

questions will be asked about the Legion of Marv. What are we

1"
to answer?g

"Let me offer lass HEENYNN

After I-hed--seid Lass they all came to my room,.Father Faul,
Erother Peter, our Secretary, the servants.

"They are going to question us on the Legion of lMary, what o

we to answor?" /»(A-7 PIEE AR /W g S

heart
My Mwas heavy as I renlied:

"Today you will Le asked to denounce the Blessed lother.

Tomorrow you will be asiked to denoune Jesus Christ dfees.

They left my room , adae ueut.§0 confe sion,and came bacli,
AR LR ‘
"e MAXHE are ready Now, #. e Lave no fear.!
ey
in-fact ghe Lezion of Iarv was net,mentioned at that wartici:
:‘*“r«,v;/"" Py £
weeting of the Peonle, hold in the old Tmmerial Citv. *wi he i
communists asked whe ada o denounce the Francisecan Nigsionarias.

for the murder of the one hundred and twenty thousand ornhans.

- s f

The communis ty shouted:

' . .. i - ;
"Are ey guiley P Should they Le punished"

i
F"
>

“nd the crowd replied, showing their Iis
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"They XEHEK QX S U AT are guilty! They must be punished.?

In the niddle of the crowd our Brother Peter was standing
his arms at his side. His neighbors asked why he did not raise
his arms.

”Gohask the Police Chief," was his reply.

Our monks estimated the crowdcxb'four thousand peovle.

At the Rsenlels meetings organized against our wonks and

;‘ b

Ve Lhundred

JE RPN 94‘.{",9,. TS~ A
their group in the iy hall thoke—wora (ity

;O
f

nepunde, mostly pagans,.ci¢ a few reformed Christians. The

cotmuniste presided behind a long table. XN ¥XENHGUEREYXHITHE
I EPOEES OGSO ES S G ¥t SIS 10 C-0 6 101 066 106 .3-C.0:65 €1, E6 5 9.6 6 45 6 F (11 1
WHXNHBYWERT The groun was attacked for its allegiance to the
-{4‘*:1"7:“34‘- C""“"’ W"
Legion of Mary, vixien was a "reactionary" orpanization in-ihe
Shrvren—divected against the Government, and a tool of the "inpe~
rialists.'" They were cuestioned about the. Franciscan Kissionaq?_ ¢
EBut the princival attack was on the Three Autonomies:

.‘ z - Vi 1(;.. ,
"Do not let the foreign imperialisg EE »ujn‘%e you,

. s . ) .
are Chinese. Join the Chinese. lLets unites..
They all remained {faithiul to Jesus Chr*sb to the Virgingg:a
okt \-—f,:_,gi- J’T) - 1,._ g ,'-_'. 1 J"' AW«/\ et -f“’.,m,u 7 Siilag 7"—7?&‘ o

to tl'le PODe 5 T e S G o b S 2 7 T 1 T P 8 41 0 L T e e
the—reason-Lfor-his-Faikthy in a eoud mannery iitasee £52 veonle 4 e
/& v vy 2t Lo S :

{ Lled ~bo—seme i sis% the Governwent,

. . . . N ) . &.z::_{’ " 5.3 e
CUEX Simon Li, ourzxamng twentyv. five-year old becretar5 glabos

N

nis Iaithi. 1hen 4t was tiie turn of our Father FPaul., beir—rp—oas

e Y e .
toe the Reform lovement e roso

5 . P ;s et
Asied why bLe did not sant to .

AN e a3 Gt @ s Qe & Said¥e tic Carmh -
"Before answerkng your cuestions, please answer mine. Lhat

. - 5

does XXENHEEMYNENNEYENINAUEREY your Governmentywdalomaist Frecie

-\'j’(‘,:i " 4.
Hobody veolunteered to answer,ncot even the communistdand Fatihor
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Paul sat doWnawaw.
Cne Oveﬂing'ﬁﬁ$iﬂﬁ%$5%€“?@?fﬁﬁ I visited Drother Peter in
his room. He was writing and I asked him what, €i%{utanm
"I have to make a profession of faith Ze—maly tomorrow.
I am putting it down on paper.”
I EHXX wosalioleavins told him not to make it too long,

more
but I did not read the document. Nartyrs know NEXX®¥X/than wve

do.
its
The Pliocese of Chengtu could already claim fwu/martyrs. f,..
. . TN 5 i 4 - =7 o)
Mgpd them two Trapplsgbﬁaixammarmtue“;uh:n;ax7 V. Vintennt SAih S

F

and Father , and some Christians had didd for

the Faith or were still jailed. ﬁmprisonment was now an eventuality

for anyone opwposing the reform.

Kerted

On November &, in front of hundreds of people, dusino—tire
vt

senvERRd-s-L-meating in ourffﬂ“rﬁgll, Brother Peter was questiloned:

"Why do you not denounce the Legion af Mary and the
Missionar?ﬁfq Why do you 1not join the Reformed Church Uhy do

ypu prefer to follow the foreigners...'

V‘-_t"(f ] Lt .:I.'» Aot Y bt ol .
Brotherﬁvns small and skinny e.——.o _avnoarapnde, e stood um

i

F—fFront-eof—the—orowdy and auietly read his profession of Faitl:,
(When I wmas myself jailed later by the communists I secretely

wrote to Father Lildebrand, subprior, 2sking him to send a cony ot

thiis document to bong iieng with a packoge of boolks, This ig rlhiore

I Found it in 1482, Feore ds5 the transiaﬁion:)

¢

Communist Persuasion, n. 222, 223, 224,

After Drother Peter was tiroush reading no one svoile, oxoant
a lady seated at the cormunistd g table:

T . g e T S - ] 3 N = 2 o e 8 . =
Young Man I admire vourattitude, vhat o pity it is not Jo
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AWMENTEUEXNXEX truth."”

The meeting was adjourned. then he left a pagan told our
Catholic janitor:

"fhese young men XXERXXXX are not afraid of holding their
own agaibgt the Govennment. This is good and I admire them.
And this young man spoke WEXX well. UYhat a pity, though/he is
so young. VWhat will happen to him?p" )

Running out of persuasive means, the %ﬁ&ri%ﬁ;hﬁﬁt Police
Chief then called our monks and their group. He said to them:

"lHow come, you all are young, you have no weapons, and still
you resist the ‘Governinent, only with spiritual means,"

To the govp of our Chinese monks jevd eow added two servants

of the Redemptorist Fathers.who had been forced to remain in the

A,d‘!—-'s.q_

saimment after the priests had been expelled. It was MNr., “hia
Z,’J'T'm‘vf _,g“L ps,w"
the brother of our lauhderer, who had %iosasd Teeaining, and a
s L
man named Liu, who had been a postulant at the Redemnmtorists.
Together they became a group of active resistants, and they were
an encouraging example for the Catholics of the town. Isgr.

Poisson told a Trappist monk who was asking how to answer to

the "progressive" Christians:

"Go and ask the Lenedictine monks."
{in . PO
One evening, #godws 1951, during our suwer, the :
: »
e fanf

Police chiier, accomwmanied by ¢fun or uee nolicemen asiied for wo,

T nroceeded to the entrance oi the monastery vaere they wera,

. T - - : , ~ - R
4 The Chiof sort of naraded before me and then asked?

HE RN

Tien avre you leaving?'

1

I dountd knowe"

"“hen will you lnow

== -
Jirenn Loam tolde

"ot me knov when tiie tine comes.'
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They then wanted to visit the Chapel. After we had returned
to the entrance door of the monastery the Chief said:

"Choﬁ-Pang-chiu {our Brother Peter) and ¥an Tiqfsheng (Thomas
Fan) are hem}" M L{.‘, n

"Do you want to send them abroad?"

"NOOH

“Be truthful."

HI am'ﬂ

"Call in Chou PanéSchiu."

I went back to the refectory and teld BErother Peter that the
prolice were asking for him.

then he returned he saids

"They asked me if you wanted tec send us abroad. I
answvered I knew nothing on the subject. YNow they want ran Tiq%ygn.'
Fan Ti%f%?n went out, he came back a few moments later, leoking
furious and red in the face:

"They asked me the same question, and I answered:Ho." XXEMHIHTY

I thought it was over, but they still wanted to see me.,
"WVhat more do ycu vants!

"Be truthful, they both told us you wantad to send them
abroad.™

"It is false."

e truthful.”

"I am, ZResides,

s

noyw could « send them abroad, I am not the
Bovernment, I cannot issue a passnort. Do you want to scnd then
abroad?"

"Yever,'" said the policeman,
”Then}why send them abroad?"

"G, " said thie dandling policeman, "yon wenld send them alro.o.

thiey would become ovriests and tiiey would return to China to »nreach



religion."

This direct attack against our Chinese monks and their
group which had begun on October 23, was tenaciouskpursued until
the 5th or the 6th of November., It had been an attack throueh
mersuasion and fear. Later , @y {Lldas) forcewn, addad

3

* ¥
BHEEA Communist siinck to take over the monastery.

The communists were extremely interested in monex,principally

at the time of the Korsan war. They wanted to take "everything,"

but they always attemnted to HINEXEH steal under cover of

"justice'",or "patrictism”,or "foreign imperialism'e Eﬁiﬁﬁ“ﬁiﬁ
) made for

landowners 'hnd"people) exploiters' KEXH also/a valid excuse, but revw

"religion,"
I have said earlier that in February 12350, all foreisners

were forced to make their first "econfessions" Iater W&EIMuA

[T
R RO PR TR e |

.
a1l heen ars

o
o

HEIHNW Bishop Pinault, 0$QD¥&TWHG myselfy hiad oft
the same cuestion:

"WWHH Yhat is the financial relationship between the Fenedic-

tines and the Eishen's llousec."

The answerff nad becone standard:

"There is naf financial relationshin,'

The communists had sent us several pneonle always belaborin:
the same HENHXX Clizuiiid foinfd!

"Iiere does vour money come Iromg Loes the Institute have

any holdingsf, any huildings?i"

Cur answver wass

= ) g T
"Cur money comes from tihie Abbeyv of SEY TN XMIITA]

-

5 - 0 s’ 0 - 1] - . 0l s v 1
Saint=Andre in Delgium. Cur Institute ave neltbher holdinos oo
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fE¥ buildings. It has just started and receives help from the

monastery."
"Yes, but ¥NE¥¥ will the Institute build in the future?'
PN SIS T ROIENTLOS RIS P €IS N LS 0,00 6
"We have planed to, starting with the library.®
"And from what source were vou getting the money?"
"From Dom Theodore Neve, Abbot of Saint-André."
"lMow much was he goiﬁg to send you?"

"We have not bLieen advised."

Cur answvers were altays oput down in writing.

In 1951, I cannot remember which month, we XEH were visitac

by IMEYY¥X agents from the esmmunist bureau of registration of
ok A’JQ‘: s Gy -

= 1 2 ] 4 = - 4 . e

foreign heoldings, a policeman from the Alien Bureau was wiil

L

B

"VYou must ill EXHAEEVVXHNEEXEYKN this form exact ar
211 your accounts for the mast three yeavrs."

"But we have destroved everything.'

iy o

"Because in October 1950, you ordered us to leave, and
in November 1950, we destroyed all our documents. Ue were to

leave, they wewr not necessary anymore.'

The communists consulted each other,

"ALl right, give on acecount from memory, as exact as
possible.”
vhich we did.,
ardil ov iav, 1
Ve I¥NEUNIXTHI{FNUHGUENEXHERINERE exverienced, first i

the sly communist tectics to get hold of our monastery. It

a beutiful buidding, completed in 1849, of Chinese style, but

PO I

made of brick, and ecaulpned with dadeer HIumDing. Ard—:

t

h2ps

Iiaie

—

P

o

Pt L
~
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Bsrery—aiberposn—to—£ill thetami~s The cemmunists wanted to
occcupy our buildings. Every time XHX O¥ one tax was paid at the

Bishop's House, another one was invented, and they wanted our
k ? 3

CIary

monastery to belong to the Fés-ouric of Chengtu in order to
seize it for unpaid taxes. Theilr game was transparent,
A
Gedand April, of May, one morning, I was advised by the
Police not to leave the monastery. Around eleven I was ushered
by policemen3 to the European-style house #lfsfa_the Clhiinese—seaid

wag.:. haunted by the devil, and which-I have-alreadv—mendionaia

The..nouse-was beyond our enclosure wall, on the South side. T

ishop Pinault aluesdw there, lMsgr. Poisson, Father John
§ PRI -" E
Yang, Wi Brecnraten, and XODEFYSHAHEIEYEE the RedemntoristsTa
A e st L

'ﬁnpﬁhku@jﬁfgybe;_Sggre@p;rﬁﬁmbérlnmg communists and policemen.
The Bureetn in charge of land taxes had moved VIO OIREEE there.,
The big landowners were kept in jail and tortured to extort their
gold. Ve knew that house well, having wanted to buy it in 1947,
Providence led us to come two days too late.

Shoxrtly after I arrived the meeting was owpened in a ground
Tfloor hall. Ieside#ithe communist%&-)b#ﬁidenﬁs there were a

number of peasants. During the meeting I discovered that thery

nnrish in the Chengtu Dioccese, whichs.
j‘ 'KM»J%»‘;»L‘Z,

siomy-ot T Uhenriiy had  sd=en-un to the
-~ TFrul
3

new Diocese of Kanohungnggbue Bishop XY/ vVane, hadlbeonme- tie

came from wenkiang, a

Lishop Rouchouse,tiisn-—ui

fdxstoidshon. It was in to-Dipooys ol Wad&ning that oo

fazed-monastery had beeir “wEuEiyisody
The Biccese of Chenstu had already paved all the ¥X lanid

taxes on the rice~{iélds for the HA whole diocese, but the

__"' Bl ,.a Fide, L P (SRR | flrir ’5 o
conmuNiste Werw Now deeiidii—tma land boyrds scon—t '
in the »aste
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se

The meeting onened with a long-winded speech by the ~amesicond
"We only want justice," was the Zlaabi-tibelsnésch ?rw N g mwx -
v

We all sat on one row in the back of the hall, before us

, . Condary
was the table of the communist seescdents, nn our left the

policemen pacing the floor, on our right the groun of peasants.
One of the communists beckoned to a neasant who rose and
spoke like a tribune, WXXH snarling, abusive. He looked at #=

Lhinege Fathenﬂ.John Yang, and #rest wdcifot:

L P S o .
}Q&ﬁm@ are freefﬁawk we can talk!rﬁm&‘

ol L

¥

But XH¥ a policeman imw

i Ly ey

oot that Father Yang was not the
Bishop. Thie neasant started all over again, this time staring

at Bishop Pinault.

"My grandmother died becatse you made her work too hard..”
N N x a 1l - -]
Another relative had died because the Bishop had "sucked

his badood." Damages had to ke paid.

Iy

It lasted, and lasted. During a 1lull, Father Sagrede and

RS

T asked the floor:

\

e do not understand why we were called to this meeting.

-

17
LB

e have nothing to do withk the land taxes and the damages for

i

the holdings in “enliiang."

e AP )
The waseadtaent answered:
iy~ . . . )
e will discuss tiis latew'
he next mornie Father Zasredo and I nroceded to the Ad=borr
Fo T oo ot Ly

Uu}eauﬂta issue a nrotesty
"We do not understand vizy, yesterdav, the land tax burecau
had us attend the meeting about the ftenkiang damages. ve have
notiing to do with Yenliiang.'
And the policeman answered:

"If they had you came they must have a reason.’



"It is precisely why we are herc, to ask what the reasong is.”

"Ve shall see. Go home now,"

Very obviously the communists were attempting to involve
us in the financial business of the Diocese.

June

Mmonth latey I believe, a visit from Bishoo Pinault:

YFather Prior," he said, "I am sent by the land tax bureau.
They want you to sell the monastery to vay for my damages."

And he burst out iaughihgo We agreed. The monastery did
not belong to the Diccese. Xt was not going to be scld. On
tiie evening of that same day the Eishop was te give the answver
to the land tax bureau.

The next morning as I visited the Dishop he said:

"The~ are furious. Last night,at nine thirty, they wanted
to force me to return to your place to demand that you sell the

monastery. I told them you were already asleep and tizat I would

$ee you this morning."

1 ,.'T’.efq.., e
¥

dn the afterncon of the same day I went to the &ki=m [Durennu
to issue a protest:
"The tand tax bureau ordered the Bishop to force me to sell

the monastery to vay for hiis damagzes, The monastery does net

belong to Lim.'

1t

1
)

All right, we shall sce. Co hone.
A counle of davs later, ti:e Lishop called &£ the AT n ITurcau.

Tlie policeman unbraided him irmediat

(¢

iy

"what do you mean wanting to sell the house of others to

pay f{or your taxes?"

"Tt was the land tax bureau thateo."

"shut up, you are fostering false rurors.'

et



* *
When, in Octeber 1950, the communists told us to leave, we
had asked them:
. "What shall we do with our housel"
"It belongs to you, do with it as you will.,"
Tht Chuan~Si Yuan Hospital, adjoining the monastery on the Notih
sidg)offered to buy it. Ve refused. They then offered to rent it

and we drew up a contract. The Director stated that he had
-
obtained from the Lysiene Denartment of the Provincial Government,
% £ '.‘Jn ) 1“_:3

and also from the Alien lureauny the authorization to draw {he

/rr_ e

-

contract. But we were never authorized to sign-it. ¥hile
was YWXHY XHHEXEHNEA in communist prison, Father Hildebrand,
subprior, and Father Werner,RE procurator, prepared the nccessary

pavers to 'entrust” the Chinese Government with the monastery, i

houses, its library. After these twe Fathers were expelled T M2

W it b gl ;S

named Father Gaetan subwvrior, and he Lewt woriim® on thosge naovers
with tlhie help of lir. Chu Pdéer, whom I had bantized at Pentecost
1951. Iie was the last merson I baptized., The HINAXEIET avoreval

0 ’ 2 .- - El - > o
of the Abbot of Zaint-Andre in Eelsgium, Dom Theodcocre ileve, the

”proprietort,was, of course, a condlition te the Transaction.. m <<
Ka:-‘- y: . L b 4hga >4
Father Gaetan & vag 4 ‘ lpmawtod Trom Clrons

) : & e & P P2 L i
Varch I, 1952 §e nad not "o Eyw"ﬁgwarwgn ~oibhipreogiestlte o an e sl

Mada-—tire -ceverimon 2 - ren’ »riorvy- to the Uosnital or o

o3

Pt ~to 1ihe Sovernmentunideyr the avpove eonditiond. FPerbhapsg tie

1

commurists had nisyed thoir zZame, and we, oursg, nevertheless

acts coannct be Judzed outside of contexte

3

At the end of ie Tather Gaotan a lot of

wnd been Lold e

Jort

time at the Alien Lure a4 .00

o - : = F u
vou have broken Chinecse laws.

Luhrgeh
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"Which ones?" asked Father Gaetan.

"You did not deliver all the American articles you had,
¥ It was not my responsibility."

"You must leave and name a Chinese monk to take the

1

responsibility of the monastery."
we'
"I can do ne such thing. I have no authority to name

anybody to take my place."

i

At the next meeting the communistd policemesm tried aneother
tactic.‘lhw said to Fither Gaetan:

"The monastery belongs to the Catholic Church. Right now
the Reformed Churcih is EXXHXXX the Catholic Church. Therefore
you must turn over the monastery to the Reformed Church.”

"Certainly not, the monastery is a property of the Abbayve of
Saint-André, in Belgium, and I have no authority to turn it

over to any one."

* il 2 Ty B

On that occasion two of our servants =ad Heekr called,mad

Mre. Niu, the head of the reformed Christians. The two scrvants

’

prroferred a few trivial charges against us. Then the communist
took Father Gaetan and Mr. Hiu asides
"Inasmuch as the monastery belonss to the Chtholie Chureh

you rust turn it over to the Heformed Churclh in the person of i,

Eiu-”

"No," snld Iather Caetan, T do not have the authority to do

il (1

Government orderse.

HIIE

The Gevernment

CHNR O BN NANAHY cannot order me to
do this. I will not comnly."

"Of course, vou would rather obey VYen Chia=1i, an immeriaiist
e S

Cn the last day of vabruary tae reforied Christians sad eptor

o .
the monasteryy and it badeen it over. They bwd. affixed seals on



“78m

s
,'!*;’r ‘rf(‘."‘ R | '(("' ;f.f.“p-'_‘.-,.....
gma-"man4ﬁlT heloed Wy Chu(Petexr hadl sent a protest
’ P il 0 f:;ac',g‘m.f.._lﬂ"»}'(—- s J,_--_" Lo ’.,,.,:Z u:'ﬂtf:&#::
to the g;fgn.Luren“,,uw*w+ﬂ+rﬂr‘nf muivno;,ﬂt.-y nmust be munished

severely:“ Useless to say that nothing h&ypaned,h“~'5“~'

At another meeting Pither Gaetan named a porter in the
person of our procurator, John Yiu. Meanwhile em® Father Paul and
otr Erother Peter had stored in two roomsthe articles belonging

to the monastery. Brother Peter sometimes worked late in the
night, often till one in the morning}to write lettery and ¥
transcribe remorts written by Peter Chu who came reﬂularly to thie

i A.Lf & v"&‘{ h .-"
monastery despite the dangers &f twam threaixwmm?va\,. Brother

Peter had to hide ofden when the reformed Christians invaded

the monastery.

Cn darch 2nd, 19352, Father Gaetan was exmelled/for '"not
communist

" according to the/efficial newsmaver
"f._,-'., F..

» i o9
which XEUGNAEE carvied the news of his V,,WM,;:G for three davs.

having obeyed Chinese lauvs

e left Chengtu without having signed any incriminating papers.
Iy 1t

The monastery was neither sold, nor rented nor entrusted to the

Chinese Government,

Ad Qur two Chinese monks remained sadly alone., On Sodacrne

esiwa Sunday, February 24, 1652, Nother St. Firmin of the Franacicno

ot Jfary
Missionarigsn and rather Liffon of the Paris Foreign lNissioniSociets

gaw Zrothe r at ienediction of the Flessed Sacranent in tihe Olhanei

» beflore the Llessed Sacrament,” Fathar

Diffon teld us wiien Lie veachied Honz Eeng in Anril 1952,

Lut what to think of Chau Peter? Lueouo leos “hile 5 wm s
e e AR ol

wrd-bdag. BEIIXYY these Mavasbaeais told that /g Produratar of

the Paris Foreirn iission Society,.stili.in-Shanrbadis had rooc
a visit from R¥XEXour Drother Poter accormpanied by Petor Cia. o0

vere asking for money for the monastery. 71he procuvzntor did oot



giva them anye.

CTould Peter Chu have hee

n a communist spy simulatine

the desire to become a Christian, and now leading our Brother

Peter into error? It could be, as he "had no fear of coming to

the monastery"

The

TEVESMINVHER aybe.,

in full sight of every one.

God only knows.,

Shanghai procurator had the feeling he was a Communist spy.

There is no¥{ way of

knowing for certain.

When I baptized him he seemed very sincere. This much I only
know,
%
* *
-

Before I was sent to communist prisen I had told our Chinese
monks:

“If we are all expelled, go back to your Ffamilies.”

!l 5‘ I g . "“;...J_ L

e g ey b, 1f273 3n Long Kong, Father qutan and i
Irove received a letter from Brother Peter s YT
e B i
Feria fuinta post Dominicam in Albis (Anril 24)
in pricratu simplici C.35.:
God'q mercy ena b1ed us to leave the family of Eenedict (tiie mounst -

Tie two Apostles were authorized to return home, the othiers (our

secretary Li uneng-yﬁ and Thomas Fan) will disperse in the sorne
city. The assembly of tite Cow ({lic chiefl of the reformed Clhirisntl
is now translerrins all @Loﬁicﬁ1ﬂo articles to the bridoe ol
veace (the I j it ls thus that thi S .
(tlie monastery ed ander the »reten: »
it I presune avay) from the b ’nid s
assemdly «

tool

cirasod them

not

Fath

ﬁonjg

over

Delon

Cur

er Zontel, of the Paris TForeign
I c
told vslitioat around larceh 12,
J .‘)'_’r_
tie nonasitery. SRR T ER DA ) § oF )
away, sayin® that the X
z to the Clhengtu Diccese.
two Chinese poiills were baclt in

FHAIAE lonedictine

- e E (T
Yission Socie Gy  Fentnisde
16 reformaed Shristing

CF A g m wa sitod
At wolitely

>

monaster? e

Thdiar Al

B sy

thelr familie

| e, e

R4

i By

F ""’l"?
PR AR AN
A
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monastery iw occupled, but e de not know whawthe cnnrwnqgnq e Wi AT A
O JIE qlar band | @ccrIuns 13 a4 LLict dnd ffimm st i ffnat 25 b5
moved in., XAHKXXY Father Diffongdwewra in Long Kong, weceiver

a—lotrter—from—Cirenrstu;—in—dateuf A28 s—Ihr—the—fetter—was
staved—tirat all those who had taken residence in the monastery and

our Chinese houses, by the streetg, had received orders to evacuate

inedafe—or—ray g

#ithin a half hour. Wﬂ—a%ﬁe—reani%»~ﬂ~4wtrv”+““%ﬁ Erother Petver »f«”

At (A ". "“?
WOt g —prts home in Su1n1n€, L : 7 g’

¥

Communist prison =~ My expulsion with Father Eleutherius.

House Arrest of the monlks and their e:s

In 1951, the communist battle to win over Christians for tb
reformed Church tightened upe. EBEeing unable to atitract the

Christian body to the Politics classes and to the meetings they

P
/ot e
aceetmued mﬁo organizel in each barlsh,“oolﬁcemaﬂ came to Sunday
f‘l \L-i::: L a 7] e

Mass’ ﬁ&i e locked the dQO“ and hept the Christians in<ta, &

- A o

indoctrinataﬂlnamo The missionaries then asked the Christians not

to go to Sunday Mass, but to come during the week, Eauimgﬁp:pg 7
g
3 e beginning of Communist occunation the Churches had been closzed
@ ~;/‘ ] PV a2 Sl
rre—thie "gountrys , Aihe Christians could feel thegr need for dFoisg

Christ and for ris priests. They would send young Christinngs

girls to Chengtu to ask the =riests for consecrated Altar Breads &

ok

te aclk in the villag hey gave

,.

they S hid under their

\"”

o

P S
2 2 LIarisdl

cormmunion. In Chengtu =woner, one nriest had entrus
family with consecrated ﬁosts, and tire faithful could go thelf o

receive. Under persec uLlﬂn}E“ﬂ datail of relicion Lecomey

and the Christians learn to go deepver into the essentials, into

Chiristy they are hungry and they thirst for the Bucharist, a=z in

!'c



the first centuries of the Church,

I can still remember thdé’young Catholic girl who came d4& the
monastery door one evening. JThsiced hertvat Hut recbre

"I am looking for Christ,"

I gave her Holy Communion., Under persdcutions a priest can
live unforgettable moments., We could actually feel Jesus Christ
and,%bb Blessed Mother EXXNAH at work in the souls of the Christians.
This is the way it must have been in the early EXKEXAT I IIOIN
days of the Church. |

At Chiristmas 1951 the communisty ket rermoved the crucifix and
placed the portrait of Mao Tse=~tung on the altar of the Chengtu
Catihedral. The Church was filled with police. The Christians
protested and the communisty put the crucifix back in place.

ik
* *
I knew X was goling to be nut in jail. Ve were in November

1951. The communists hkad tightened the screws on the Lesion of
R 'f;._,_“

Mary. It was a center of resistance to therjjovement. of-r6-la2py

I packetry bag and instructed Father Hildebrand on all current
Lt R
=4 sendirg the best books from

affairs. Father Ilildebrand

our 1library to LKong Fong in small nnckages. Unfortunately}we

hizoeat

did not send the Greeck votrolesy soon encugh. It was out

losse

he official communist newsmaver printed the follovwins deaio

ga

"The Legion of lary is a reactionary organization. A1l ¢

P}

priest=directors of the various groups, the presidents and vice-

presidents must register with the local police."

P v . s ™ \ i1 oy " T R s . ~ . ol o =
Fathier Triviere, of the Paris Foreiagn Nission soclely, nad

. t
preacihed a vicolent sermon against the communists shortily beilore, «



ﬁe wanted to know thet same dey the meaning of that decree. e
inquired at the Bureau. That very night we learned he had been
theown in tihie common jail.
Iovember S
The Chinese priests and the Chengtu missionaries started
to answer: the call of the police. They consulted each other:

/w., adl v, o>
The Legion of Aary fla obvicusly,.not a political or reactionary

organization, simnly a "religious"organization intended
to belw the preaching of the Gospel.

In the afternoon, our Chinese Seecretary, Li Chen=-y{i, whe was

.

cdoss R 2k -.ﬁ -riuo‘
i—ta the Akden Bn"'mn ake reifused

the vice~president of our group of the Legion of Mary, HNEX¥XH

named "“iother of God'h wsa

v

to sign the,book of w/-c_Lal of Narye All the Foreign
missionaries, directors of the Legion, %he Fathers Gabriac,

- . . b ® . - o L]
Audren, Triviere and Marchand of the Foreign Mission Socliety, e
k= ’ . . X &vﬂ._aa .
LHENKY Fatker Paul Kaiser of the Divine VWord Soecliety,, refuscd
to sign.

A
I adso-proceededt to the Alien Cureau that afternoon. In tihe

large hall I saw Father Marchand, his hands in his vpockets, dicuss?

with the policemen, by theilr table, Numerous Christians vere scob-

on the left, waiting. Onesi the wolicemeny Chang, viw was about
KM twehnty and vho Lad often come o the monastcry,saw me and

beckonad for me to ceme cleser to theX¥ deslr.

Yihat are vou doings Len?p’

"I have come to resister the Lewion of llary.”

"iine, here is tlhe register. Eign here. '

£ oW1

=sut, first, I wanted to read.. I toock the register and road T

out loud:s

baclkl to the nolicorman.



"This is not for me."

"What do you mean, it is not for you?'You have organized the
Legio{x of Mary.,"

"Yes, indeed, but not the Reactionary Legion of MNary."

A very animated discussion ensued. The Christians and
Father Marchand wvere listening,

"But some priests and some Christians have signed, Did they
do wrong?"

"Yes, they did wrong.,"

"Write that they did wrong."

"NO-"

"Yhy not("

"Because I HLGOMHX do not want to."

"Men will you write that you will not register the Legion
of Mary."

And he hands*me a cheet of naner. I wrote thent

"I register the Legion of rary, but I caq:hot register the
Reactionary Legion of Nary."

The policeman insisteds

"Write also that the vnriests and Christians did wrong in
registering.”

"¥o. I am not their judge. Zach one is reswomsible for tlet

itc cdoes.e

k}
an

1 anotier woliceman and sald

]
-
O
~

lie thien consuld
"Go into this roem,! and he showedme a very dark room:
"Ztav in. here and think,"

fie comes baclk a few minutes laters
"

Did yvou thinlip"

T did not meed to.”



"What then is your last word?"
"The same as the firs;.”
"Go," he said angkily.
' And I went out, happy to breath¥the ffesh air in the street,
and muttering to myself how impossible the communists were,
I went by the Rishop's ljuse, then home to the monastery to

tell the monks what had happened. Emprisonment was in the:cards.

Nove

Der ©

During XHA¥ breakfast I was told by a policeman that at
precisely ten ¥HYX o'clock in the morning I must appear at the
O it s 2

Alrien Bureau.t-Iﬁaured then it meant jail, and said goodbye to

4 4 v
A

the monks  to Nrs.‘;¢;,;raye)and to the others. I found the Faticr:z
Gabriac, Audren,and Marchand a1¢}eady at the Cureau vwheun I arvrrived,
They were sitting in the room where the previous day I was asgled
to "think." Afterla sliort wait the Police Chief told us:

"We will have to talk to you often and we have mrepared a
special house. Please follow us.'

We walked cut in the street, framed by armed wnolicemen.

People looked at us as we went by, but no one dared to manifest

e o

any feelings. Ve were talien to a lhwouse close to the Central
Pos#bffice, in Iisi Chiao Hgi Kol street, number fifty, I beliavs,
The entrance hall and the main bullding were occunied by traona,

A roon off the yard on the left was prenared for us, on the cautl

side. On the norti side there was a yard about forty five Toasn

ilong and thirty feet wvide, easnt of the yvard
= . 2 e

at the end of which there was a door we
vwere not alloved te mwags. COn fhe weat side there vere Lo moar:,

e

~ - ] + ™ 1 > . N . 5 P
one of Tthem was occunied by IFather Triviere when he vas brou: 17

from the common jail the next day. On the north side, two roors



o
=i 5‘“'

one of them quite large was occupied by the guard, it was there

that took place ouz aquestioning, The other became the room of
[ S
the Father Jacasduin and Maboux of the,Foreign Mission Society.

They were brought in later, in December, and only stayed #en

days or so. And last,next to our jail-room wmas a very small room
-.!"“.? __/, - r-
Wireh-perareroemyiod that evening by~our-Seeretary Li Chen yi

and Thomas Fan uhwo.was fto-bring-—us-our mealsy which-he bought X
Fr—town -ard=-for—whrichr s 9T The communiste even nrovided us
with clean restrooms, 5ehind the nortyrwest rooms.

The policemen made four beds in our jaill-room. We were fiwve,
Father Kaiser who joined us the next day slept on the floor ard hwe
made and unmade hiis bed evening and HXFICCHX morning, usually
with grace. In the middle of the room there was a round table.

There was
chairs. XX¥XHXZ/one door and one window.
¥o sooner hiad we arrived tha#t the policemen asked me to name

N

a servant to do our cooking ar td buy our meals in town and brin:

= v

them to us. I chose Thomas Fan Tiﬁfsncna, our former nogtulant

[y

who had asked to stay at the monastery after it was decided

12
would not go on in #4s monastic life. e was about twenty four,

tall and strong.
evening
That HEY{E/Thomas brought our meal around seven., Fut in the

o . —— ) L \ .
afbernoon a scldier offered to cuy, bread and cigarettes. and e

housht that our erwrisenment wounld neititer be too hardwpr too

=

Jonr,.

overber 10.

Ffather Laiser joinedus in jail for t“u same reasons. e
;7’_ “’ £ e
had only anveared at the Abieg ‘chau4that norning to tale tire

‘uh-\

to put his bLusiness in order. ‘e brousht with,a
. B ~ . ol : = = Eps

colfop,. It Jasted a monthe. fatheyr Triviere tvas alleved te tnlls

and eat with us the first days, hut later he was coniined to his
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reom and we could oniy speak to him secret?ﬁy.

One day, Father Audren said:

1] . & . : KM:—“ N . .

When we WL return to China we will twa® this jail into
a Chanel"

But that very mornirmgour room became a chavel. Ve offered
the Holy Sacrifice of the MNass there, and Jesus Christ descended

upon us. Archbishop Riberi, Internuncio to China, foreseein:

3

that priests would be jailed, had obtained from Rome very wide
AR

faculties: Massgof the Blessed Msthew, or of the Dead, no

wool Ll
vestments, no altar, no candles, no chalice,4.mkﬁﬁfhx,vﬁmﬂ1V¥a1
Any bread could be used. DBut Thomas Fan did bring us altar hreads
and altar wine. The policemen— never knew it.

For a weelk we took turns saying Mass on the round table,
and the other priests, the secretary and Thomas stodlaround the
table and received .loly Communion. We felt we were in the
catacombs. DBut we discovered that our guards did not get un
until seven., After that we each said Mass each day, three on
their beds, Father Kalser and myself at the round table which te

also used for our meals. Li Cheng~yl and Thomas Fan served as
altar boys. The cormunists never knew we offered Mass in their
midst,.

Three times a day Thomas fan bDrousht cur meals in a basiet,

which tiwe guard examined every time. Ilice and vegetablej;at the

nooﬁn real a Little meats. Irom th&manastery an{Pather Hovaareot
s lived here}ve sometives received extras witieh we sharad
between all. It was then a real feast. Yhen Father Lernor
feit penerous he sent us French wine. _HMT;@ﬁxpininwlater

weere-idocame. freme  Un our way 4o the resirooms we went tv Lho

Y —_— = 5 LN . - . fe o S c O -
vack of Father Triviecre's room and ve vould secrotely sive 1iinm

b=

@ glass of wWine from Iiis country throush a broken window.



We had refular meals for a long time. Put &HITHY Thomas

Fan got into the habit of bringing the evenig meal around nine or

. nﬁj»d
sometimes ten., While Pﬁﬁx&btﬂ* in toWn he had met a young girl and

probably wanted to get married. e would take her to the theater

first, then rempmbey/tue prlqorexr.w»:n=hwﬂwrww I teld him
‘ J u-vl':";' Lt i - . ‘;__
KHXXXY that we were hungry, so@%%y, Wﬁﬁﬁ%ﬂf“f“ﬁéﬂ%ﬁ& he might

get angry and bring nothing at all.

2884 ?_J.:I_»'fjw 4’;‘“ o
¥e R1l had a schedule. After Mass, meditation and = -
the ua?)Bﬂﬂﬂﬂ%ﬁﬁ%*ﬁﬂmPﬁ-Gm-¢ﬁe-ﬂi¥1ﬂﬂ'ﬂlflcc, readilns
- o
Fadt mood to pr¢y,the Llessed Mother for vwhoem we
\:-’\_""—“f-Mo—'-hH(-.a‘-f"’ Ko by tafs grup f?j/J“.i.;-.«. ‘\-‘-.'.} ,.i’:| o
were in jall. Thep Medoldeib-us ews-postries, I learned “weve in

e

Eong Nong that Heecoermumisis bad-talen—-it-asav—Ffrorm other riszionno
vade Lad o st oy TRk Gt Abag [ SNy 1t
p?lﬁou&rﬁ,EUQu"chith”It Tlhmiw=an their {ingers or witlh 1little

stones tizey put on the ground afiter each nil ary.

“We had a guard permanently. Le was young and inoffensiwzo,
and granted all thie permissions we asked for clothes and booliz.
But the brutal Chang, who acted as clerk during the questioninus,
often recbuked hime. During the guestionings, which he often

03

conducted alone, Chang insulted each prisoner in turs.

Tovember 11
This was the first day of the questionings. We vere aliavs
called senarately. I was called at eleven in the morpinz, A jwi
very correct, two or three assessors oand a snpldiers. The judee o
1 -
auesiialcd-nese Bamea, ane, country, thent

Ty did vou not sign the Replster of the Le~ion of Ilary
SDecause 335;' nct a reactionary organization, but &d a
nurcly religious one.

"Are you onvosed te thie iovement of the Three Antonewrmicst!

H&res. I

li\;vly I?H
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"Beeause this movement tends to separate us from the Pore and
degtroy the Church.'

"But the Government has the right to ask the Cétholics to
Purify the Church of imperialistgelements."

"The Government does not have the right to join the
Catholics together as such."

"Are you opnosed to the meeting of the Polities class, to
tho HEYXMEX Iisio-hsi, to the meetings &K for the Movement of the
Thwee Autonamies?"

"Yes, I am."

"For whiat reasons?”

"For the reasons I have indicated; this movement leads to
the destruction of the Church."”

"But in China the Catholics are Chinese., The Government
maﬂﬁoin them in a group and create a Church. {hat do you think
of that?"

"If the Government wishes to create a Church it is its busine-:=.
But it will no longer be the Catholic Church."

The entire guestioning was HEX¥XH simply correct, questions and
answers, polite on both sides. Bverything was put down in uriltin-.
fiovember 12

I was called a second time. This time Chang, the clerk,

chioleric and full of hatwed,vwas alone with the guard,.
e

auestioned,on vire Legien of oaly.

-
B

"hat is its aim?}

"To teach Christians to be good Christians and spread
Christian doctrine,"
"You are not sincere,

YA T oame”



"It has a political aim."

"I has no political aim, it is a purely religious organization.”

"No. You are not telling me its ultimate aim, What is its
vltimate aim.?"

"oh! you wish to know its ultimate aim?}"

"Yes, Yes!i"

"Well. I will tell you. Its ultimate aim is to teach how
to love GXA and serve God, to teach how to love and serve society.”

"No. No," execlaimed the policeman. He then spewd out insults,
developing them with rage and at length, screaming. I told him
twice:!

"I do not accepy what you are saying,"

"You are a worse imperialist than the Americans,"

"I am rot an American.”

"I did not say you were. I say that you and fhe whole sroud
are more immerialistic than the Americans," and he kept on
insulting me., At that moment, throusgh the window I saw Thomas
Fan who was bringing our noon meal; and I thought to myself: I
hope he lets me go before the food is coldl And I did not
interupt him any rore so he would lose his breisth faster. Ile
finally did and saids

"Go away."

And T joined tl:e missionaries who had just besun eating. 1
areeted me witi: o smilo:s

“You certainiv mc€told offl"

UHEHHNKKHE From our Toon We could Follow tihe cuestioninos, anu
wve knew when the judses were angry as they velled out loudly.

sa n

I told tihen about the auestionina as wve always did, t was o osoure

of entertainment for us.
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hovember 17

I was called for the third time. But this time it was a brand
new judge. XTHEXHHHAXEXXC(TIOOHEO0OGSCICIMXAXEX It was a quiet
questioning about the members of the lLegion of MNary. He asked
me their names, wheme they studied, where they came from,and where
they were now. I could see hiim under the table consulting papers
and chiecking them with my answers,

lie had obviously been already informed by several members
of the Legion of Mary. Among them the former vresident of our groun,

—{J’.nl’ivt « o -:«..;

Mre Li Feenechuds. For a long time he had fulfilled his duty well,
taking it to heart. As I said above,we had bantized his vuvhole
family, his wife and two children, a Doy and a girl. Then tl.e
entire family had anostatized, because, according to the mother,
there would otherwise be no future for the children or for thermscivosg
Mre. Li had befln a Secretary at the French Consulatqﬂ thel ours, ond
above all he was a member of the Nationalist varty. Xe reallyv hiod
a lot to be forgiven for! Ie was most zealous and gave all the
gold and silver he had earncaé at th€ French Consulate for thie Vore~:
WVar., In July or August ke was sent to Kwanhsien, north of
Chengtu’to woric on the Asrarian ﬁeform. During the summer vacatiorn

not one member of the family wvisited with us.

Excent onee, A Gunday in - August 1931,. in the afternoon
= B : e 3.

the voung man Li Shou~-chuns coileod on me. il
"I am hanny te see vou.
Lut he answered <rvly:s
"I nave to tall to youl

Al

I introduced kim in the parlor and he storbted:

iy N . : 5 i R ..
Uo yeou admit thaat the Jandlerds have been unjust by sueiiine



the blood of the people?"

"Nobody can be just by sucgking the blood of the peonle."

"Do you admit that they have to make restitution?"

; “Those who have sucked thie blood of the meople must make
restitution.”

"Well, Mr, Liu Ti~chiu (the son of the former Governor of
the province of Szechwan left some articles with you. You must
déliver them to the Government of theFeople."

"Mr. Liu Ti=chiu did not leave any articles with us."

"Yes,he did. Iis movie outfit,for instance.'

"No. We bought it.  Ile had asked to leave some articles vi-

us and I refused."

Uin
But he certainly left things at Mr. and lMrs, Yuwex-Brayvoe.

flyn
You must tell them to deliver thiem to the Chinese Government,'
"I EXN do not know whether he has left anything with them
i
or note.
"You must warn themn."
"Certainly not. I am a foreigner. I have no right te taie

il

any part in Chinese affairs."
"¥re. Liu Ti-chiu suclied the blood of the peonle, hLe WHIAY

escancd to Tormosa. iis belensing must return to tirgheonlel.”

>
-
3

»

"ihether Ir. Liu Ti-chin acouired Lis wealth justly or uniusi’

I do not lknow. I om only a feoreirmer, and I have no rirut ar e

investisatise s is octions or bis lioldinrgs.e I vill do noithings

[

of vhat you are tellivg we to do.

0 1

This eighiteen-year-old Iiad already made hils XHEIDINYWRIEY

the communist HIAETATTHIAERINENTYEEENYENT looic and thodr

hatred of the »rowmrietors. XK DN TEES
hin

I . e B
It only tool: o 1itlle over a year. ire hag

R R R gy
AR NIRRT,

OVOn Tone ovond.



"At the end of thgis tight conversation he added:

"Father Prior, I know I am hurting you; I have apostatized,
I no longer believe."

"It is true, you hurt me... I can only advise you to pray
in all simplicity: O} God, if You exist, help me."

"I have done it and it does not help.'

The conversation had lasted twenty minutes,and I told him:

"I am sorry, but I must gﬁiifief Mass and preach at the
Redemptorist Fathersh Tt is time to g6

Shou=chuns

Li ENHMXNHXHX got up, and I walked him to the door, In
leaving e said:

"I ¥now that you bhave come to preach the Gospel."
"It is the truth," )
But he added:s
"Re sure and register the Legion of lary.
"I will do my duty."
When he left I had tears in my HAWEX eves and in mv ieart.

I had a hard time gathering the thought!{for my serron. On my

way to the Redemptorist Fathers I saw Li Shou=-chung XX

=i

walking straight alead, on the other side of the street., And
wondered if all the voung men hod changed as he did. If he saw pe
a Y

he did net pay attention. Alter

was too longe.e I Inew it.

Zaclk to ny ouvestioning of the seventeenth of Xavenber
concerning tiie menbers ol the Legion of lary. I gave tie
compumistethe names as I remewmbered them, and I could sece he

s oS 1 v 1

vas asatisfied, It ecliecked witlhi ltis lizts, I told him I i

remember tlhie name of two members.

Qass}tHA Fathers told ne ny seur oo



Two of our candidates to monastic life had been members of
the lLegion of Mary. OCne ¥MX was Shih Ming~kai. Ie had gone to
elementary school in Sishan and to high school in Chengtu. Ie
graduated in 1950. Ee hdd then asked to return home hkefore
becoming a monk. It was a normal procedure which we alwvag$
followed. In fact we were hesitant about him. A few weeks later
he wrote from home, near Nanchung, and asked for a year's leave
to help his family. Tut we learned he had entered XHE the
Ko-Ta% (Ko=Ming#Ta-Ilistieh, University of the Revolution) which the
cormunista had onened in Chengtu. The young man had asked his

who lived in Zanchung

brother/to send the letter from'home." Ve

j s S, S

. f-

AR pt L
*ww%n?é latedr that he

had bhecowe ety imiod in the communist army and that he was in Poliing

I told tire judge vhere I believed Shih Ming=kal was and he
asekd:

nlt

"Do you apvrove his being in the army?
"Certainly, because he nust love his country. I only hone
he keeps his Catholic faith."

Fovember 21

h

Fourth questioning, again on the members of the Legion o
Mary, particularly the two I did not remember in the nrevious

-

w vwas still a new one was checking hisg not

0

i

session. ‘The judre v

hidden in a2 draver, Ile saened tisfied.

%]
By

Followed a meriod vwitlhout any guestionings, neitirer for

N

me nor or tize others. e Ffelt as thoursh ve nad bheent for=otten,

They knew all tliey wanted to Lknow and were letiting us vrot in inil

Flaf -

and lose our moraléd. Zut the moraleheld une Sometimes tihe cmnrie

B

soenment did secom long to one or tihie other.

<«

La
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We did all we could be—spéerinin—onzsolves to keeo our
spirits up. VWhen weuld be be expelled? It was impossible to

know, Would we be expelled, or jail indefinetely? DMNartyrs?

k-
4708
It would have been too (7#a, we did not deserve it. DMNaybe some
- 5 Jitrnusin s
of us wvere howing kres—vwouit be martyred. I doubt it¥remembering dv-

the desire we—irad to live., We liked our food. Sometimes one or the

other go*sick. MIOEHENH Y KAENY I had mv turn. And it was cold.
To warm up, Father Kaiser and myselﬂ%ook fast little steps in a
corner of NX the little yard, back and forth. Or I had long

conversations with Father lMarchand, alwavs walking in the little

vard which gave us a feeling of spaces. The boxwoods became trees.

Father Gabriac, who was over seventy two years oldysometimes
wailed
X¥NANEH., Yore often he slevt on his bed, with his mouth A 7TEHAIX
open, groaning. Ve tried to throw little naver balls in ¥ i€,
It made him laugh as he wolte up. Father Audren wvas ¥iK more
Auog Ditea

serious than any of us; he =ms a »es@ lajor in the French Arny

1 e .7 7 bl - e * = N L] Y Lna
during XX¥X World War L. Fatner Triviere was alone in his »anw,.
MDA ERNNY EE ¥ AT XN HE N EN EEXHIRUCCRIIOMIEY Ve had silent
conversations with him, with our eyesy or gesturdig. And wher
we had wine we slipmed some to him. Rut he must have been sad

being alone.

e were intent uon maintaining our joy at begng Jalled for

the cause of Led and iis Jothere HasJand wrayers furnisboed ithe

essential Jeod. and games., Cur Scceretary Ind

[}
e
=
pan
£,
(@]
ok

EPECY

story of v T8 e

arter~-the Jlast—bwrerer of the lian Dynasty ebdieabee. ALl Chiineso

knew this classi¢vorik. BHvery afternoon from four thilrty ©ili =7
_ ‘ ‘ s L L
dinner tiro Li Sheno-yili,read to us. 4n we loved it,  ime tend

I thwe 1hiiree I‘-’;jn_.;j:doms,” ) e e

3



The first day of the reading'the guard entered, furious:
"What are you reading?q"

b,
We did not answer and lir. Li ng&:on FHGOCINKEYYY  aandi o

PRV S

quietly, The oetimtiias listened, understood,and left,

”

MesSe  Aaoi o

After dinner, the evening;were long.

e T
ey s 3 - ,
fﬂle‘mnﬂhﬁmﬁ-eﬁuw-w taking turns/one of us the yard, » -
aﬁ&—vv ﬁHﬁHTﬁﬁ selected an object, or a nerson, tliat he &
¥ "'.'1-.-. Fesef® L) L j‘ﬂ e o g ¥ ‘T.-‘ LRV o erye
l!:tusw determlne wimrs s auestions, oo vbhich_wew Lansyeredsbw WHHE

yes.op-uoe And we lauvghed heartily. Ve were even witty. One
of the statue

evening we had Father Marchand guess the halo/he would have
in the Cathedral of Chengtu if he ever became a martyr. Father
caime close to guessinge. e understood and nearly btecame ansry.

We laughed so hard, once that a communist came in and insulted
us. lie Becane serious at onces:

"Do not laugh 80 hardl"

The communists wanted to see us sad and depressed, for thiem
we were guilty and they wanted us to know it,

We even had some serious discussions on the missionary

methods of the past and of the present. DBut charity aluaps wvon

and we became true brothers, and we still are.

*
e had all been submitted to e questioninsdin lovember,
The other missionaories 5I{ Liad been aslied ouestlons on the Lo~ion
of ary, as I ttad been, 48 on the Politics class and én ithe
Dovement of the Three Autonomies. A1l had given the sale ansiars,
They vere auestioned on what they lLiad told the Christians nnd

o

wiiat the Christions bad said about them.,

~ o~y

of Christians had ¢onounced e
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The communists do not believe in the devil, but thejdo not
apprectate being called devils. They accused the missionaries
of having‘named them thus in their sermons to the Christians.
Questioned on this point, Father Marchand answered:

‘ "I did not say that you were the devil. I said you did the
work of the devil.,"

On&evening, around nine, Father Gabriaé¢ was called to the
XHXH questioning room. It lasted a long time, about one hour,

Coil .
From our jas< we atiempted to listem, but we could not understand,

At ten the policeman beckoned me to follow him to the room where

Father Gabriac was. I saw him there sitting ovosite the communist,

eachh holding a paver in his hand, Father's paper was in Uranch,

the communist's was in Chinese. The communist had me transliate i..

Chinese a whrase from ¥ather Gabriac's paper. I did and the
cormunist dismissed me. The missionaries asked me what the
conversation was about, =eneddds

”'I'l’le devil," ? M{’/w;”

It was really about the devil, and a very smecial onec.
~ at Christmaosg 2104€
Shortly before the arrival of the communists/a Paris .fri

sent Father Gabriac a naver on "the confession of the devil."

The confension dated baclk to CXERE 1220 or so, According to
this paper the devil I~ valled Lhiroush the—iduttonventisan-—mns o
medium. e told of his hnitred asainst God, the Virgin, and the
Pope. HNis worse sufferins, e contended, was to have no nover
on the Virging, or the Pnne.

I remercber reading this naner vhen Father received it. It

el

was immressive., A Chiinese Father hiad translated it into Chiincse
and it was read to tihe members of the Lesion of lary. And ihe

comnunists alwvays secem to learn evervihinge, C(ne menber ol Lo

Lezion had given {lhem the devil's condession. They set out Lo i
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the culprit. They found him in the verson of Father Gabriac who

s

was already in jail. They accused him of forgery and attemnting
to prove that they, the communists, were the devil.

It looks as though the communists were obsessed by the devil,

To one missionary, whose name I cannot remember, the communist
explained the flag of the Legion of Mary: At the bestom there is
the world and the serpent crushed by the Virgin, above the Ioly
Spirit, in the shape of a dove, wings outstretched. X And the
communist explained: For you Catholics, the serpent is communism

determined to crush the Virgin, this great imperialist who wishes

to rule the world, and the dove is fascisms
In the course of one questioning Father Audren was asked

whether communism would destroy the Church:

e ]

Never,  was nls answer.

Deceombar 17

R e gl e

I have my fifth questioning. I have forgotten its contents,
December 27, Chris

Christmas in jail. Cur preparation toclk three evenings,
reading and explaining the liturrsical texts. We each said our

three Fasses, excent Father Gabriac who could only say one bocause

of his woov health. Cur communist guards were asleep. “e all

had X complete little nmissals. lost of them were Dom Gasnar

P

Lefebvre's St, Andrewls Ziss@l as we had been autiiorized o

It - H ! 5 - S [ o
got some "Uooks" from tl e monastery,

v 4

Chritmas prescnise.e In Tromas ran's bashet we found tint

day many more things than usuale.e 7“he monks had not forsotten

1A~

use. There was also a box, on wihichh was written:t "To our fiiends
on retreat.’ It was a vresent from Ir. and Iirs. Ilanterier,

a Protestart counle whio lived at Yest Ciaina University. e tau v
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there, and both were great friends of the monastery and lirs., ¥oap-
Braye.
About ten in thie morning Father Kaiser was called and he
fierce
undervent XEXHAIYXLHWE/questioning during which Chang provokedhim
and showered bhim with insults, shouting, cursing Germany in nost
vulgar language, as Father was German. e came bacl smiling and

said:

"I received my Christmas present!"

Father Triviere and Father Marchand were taken dovntown for
questioning day before yesterday. They met twe TFathers Jacauemin,
Faboux and Michel, all of the Paris Foreign Mission Society. The
Fathers were questicned separately at the tribunal. Upon his

return Father Harchand stated that only three or four Christians

were there to denounce theme. There wWere no great demonstrations.

The comnmunists were HIHGOANAXYXX bLecoming scared.. Thev had
<

tried to organize a demonstration asainst Father Sagredo, but
KR XWETE AT EN XX KARHEEREE LN OO according to them thers
bo th
were always 1ill side-effects on/the pagans and the Christians.
Vet er Yl

And it was my feeling thgat they had Zauy, and g&&g ademonstaations
against priests.,

On thie 20th tio above mentioned Fathers were called a=ain o

the tribunal, and thelr expuision sentence was read +n them. T
2 I

do not know the terms.

g

They all left today for LonT Long. Cnly four of us
in jail, and our Sacretary, Li Chens~vile le TFeel we will Dhe

expelled soon. A weel maybe? It was to last longer, and we vore

beginning to feel the stress brougiit on by tihis lengthy

aathier Alberic de Croaviurussne

[, - e T T e —_— - e Y St e

AT S
wille in jail e could HAUE ENEXE have il whis pureitas




=89~

the newspaver for us. It was not a faver that the communists did us
though, as nearly every day there was a story against the Church
or one or ancther missicnary. Then we would be qguestioned about it.,
Thomas brought the parer, and in his pockets he also brought letters
froﬁ tlie monasterys. The communists never found them and we burned
them while a missionary watched the door. I answered via the same
roude. It was such a pleasure,

Tor three days after December 25, the name of Father Alberic
was in the paper. Ile was authorized to leave with Father Cavallero,

a Franciscan missionary who had been staying at the Lishon's House

for the past three years., I HHTHEENXIH wvas-Lobeber-1550
tho--sommunist-med us nack eur—bags- for -the—first-timey—to-tiren
keep—usn Father Alberic was the first of the Benedictine monls

to leave Chengtu, on December 23, 19531. He arrived in Hong Xong on

January 20, 1952, after a long wait for a boat somewinerc along tihe

Yangtse River.

Qur meals in jail were more and more eratic as Thomas had
Just met the young girl I mentioned earlier. Cur noon meal 4ook

place between one aiid two thirty, and the evening sine Letvween colshw

and ten; bot Theoras did bring us news of the outside about

priests and Christians. Shortlv bhefore Chrisithas we learned {hatx

the conmunist delesates hind svated dnring tie nolitics class:
"""e11l does not cxist. It is time to senmarate frowm the Fone,'

They believed tiat after nearly twvo vears of bramnvasbing

priests and Christians were ready to veceive the full conmunist

aee 77!

doctrine., The Chinese priests and the Christians lerft the hnll
in sin of wrotests

“hey had just understood tihiat co~existence with the communiIun
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was an impossibility, that they demand “allz co-existence being
nothing but a tactic." The Chinese priests were thrown in jail.
This was nothing more than the application of the communist method:
Persuasion first, if persuasion fails, Jjail. Indoctrination
continues, X#X with abuses as an added attraction.

It was on a Sunday, during the Politics class,tiiat the first

wn

nrotest took place. The communists realizing that they had gone

whak
too fast,relented somq?the following Sunday:

"Uho XENXANHAY said you must separate from the Pope? TWot at

211! ¥he Pove is to be obeyed in all religicus matters..."

Thomas Fan also told us that the monastery still supnorted
The feast of
the E3XC{Christians, /Christmas had been well kept, there had been

more faithful than ever at Confession, Mass,and Holy Communieu.
Father Eleutherius even had an afternoen Mass, and Father Panl

heard confessions at the homes of the Christians and alsce ofTeresd

Mass thiere.

January 3, 1952

I had my sixth questioning, in the wvening around nine
Sy

()

fifteen; it followed a stormy auestioning of rather Aundren.
This time I vwas cuestioned aboutv ocur RIHKEEY Cathiolie

a

PBookstorey about the Ghrinese students we had sent abroad:

Hoan the peonle understand thie boolks econtained in your

nst of them are written in a foreien lansuage.'
"hat about the Chinese Library?"
Hinoe It is generally hiigher literature.’

"out the Coatho




"Most of these books can be understood by anyone.'

"Since the liBeration (it was their term for the communist

' _. A<
victory) how many books 42 you receivall"

"I could not tell."

"You are responsible,"

"Yes. But I have forgotten the exact number. If we ordered
one hundred books we gotr ten or twenty, where did the others go?"

"Did you receive hundreds of books?"

"YeSo” !

"Thousands?"

"Yes. "

"Be sincere, give us the exact figure."

"I cannot remember."

"But Father Verner gave us the exact figure."

"He gave you the exact figure?"

"Yes. Yos."

"Be satisfied with that."

"But we want to commare it with yours (sic)"

"No. RBe content with that one."

The questioning shifted to another subject:

"Did you spread literature against the Three Autonomies?"

”Yes . H

"Give me titles.®

Catholic

I pave them tvo titles of books received from the/Central
UAEHAIXY Dureau of Sranghal. Father Eleutherius had cowvied one
of them on the Eishop's iouse mimeosraph machine,

Then & third subject:

"I'ave vou sent any students abroad?"

HYCS.!D
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"Which ones?"

"We sent Robert Shih to study philosophy in Louvain."

They ;ertainly knew that already, I could see them consult
their papers HXXXXNHX then.

| "Any others."

"Yes. Lawrence Tang and Huang Kuo-weinuéfather Felix and
Father E&rnard)%ﬂ”

"Where did you send them and when?"

"To America in 19b5;”

n ‘Vhy ? n

"So they would become Fenedictine priests.”

"Where are they now?"

s in Rome.,"

}.l.

"The former is still in America. The latter
"Did you send any more students than hat?"
"NO ."

ﬁWhy'did you send these students abroad?™
"To perform a good deed."

My examiners were twoe-— Chang,the clerk, and another viose

s

hAD G Aon, two full pages. I was asked to sign them. I read thm:
first, had a few words changed}and I signed, EYEFYXNIOR Excent

for a few harsih words from Chang all had gone smoothly.

After this extensive questioning ¥.ther Audren and I tioousnt
, Ua
we would be exmelled shertly. Vot vet,

January 11, 1952

— e imas
birthday and thiat of Father Gaectan's., I had my seventih
questioning.

Mther Hildebrand Iaresa, Subnrior.

Father Zildebrand

R

s nare kad been publisheoed in the OTTleoldld



Paper during X¥¥he previous days. He was expelled for '"not
having obeyed the laws." In fact he had undergone several
questionings == I knew this by his letters =~ in which the
communists wanted to prove that he had been a member of thie Legion
! /

of Mary. Confronted by Fathervnegative answer, the communists had
produced a witness in the person of the former Director &f the
EXMBANXAXUNHATH A X (WX the North Gate elementary school. Lut
it was a fact thel"Rather Hildebrand had not been aﬁember of the
Legion of Mary, and he denied vigorously the communist assertions:

"But vou say the rosary."

"Of course,"replied Father.

"Since wheii,"

"Since I was a little boy, my mother taught me."

"hen you were the pastor of Chiung.lai (in the Chengtu dioccesc}
did you teach the rosary to the Christians?"

"I did not need to,they had been saying it since childhood.”

The communists believed that the rosary was an invention of
the Legion of Mary. Father Hildebrands questioning WX went on:

"Do you have the same beliefs as Archbishop Riberi, the
Internuncio?"

"Yes., I believe tha same things he does.'

only

It was enouch for tie communilstc They were/lKULing for o
reason to exnell him. dlicy wanted to wipe out our menastery,
starting with the head

suring bis cucstioning of tize tenth, I believe, the commuuits
wanted Fatizer Uildebrand to name sonmeone responsibles. A substitut:,
Father Hildebrand absclutely refused.

preenin

during my seventihy questioning XKNHXHK Chang asited me:d

] i

“"Do you know that Father Hildebrand bng been exmelied?



«10L-

"Yes. I read it in the paper."

"You.must name a responsible substitute."

"But I am stillshere in Shengtu.”

. "You are in jail, you can do nothing."

"Now, you say I am in jail and that I can do nothing and von
ask me to do something."

I knew he would get mad. He did. XERXEXIHKXEX Apgravating!

He pounded the table with his fists

"You must name a substitute, if not we will dissolve the
monastery.'

The "yes" and XXX "no" lasted a long, long time. I was well
awvare that XXX every organisation must be headed by a resnonsible
person and that they could simply dissobve the monastery. EZut I
needed to tiiink, Finally I said:

"A11l right, I will name a responsible substitulz,

T
o

"Fine," said the weliscesan 'he will be reswmonsible for the

™

past, the present,and the future,”
"Wo. I am resnonsible &F the past."

"Write what I am telling you to,'" said he poundinz thc table.,

"Noo I am the master of the internal affairs of the monastory,
And witl.out thinlking T nounded tha table. The communist
entered into a mnd rare, he lost control of himself:
"Get um, you immerinlistaeo.'

And I rvoee, I vemained standing listening to 1l

3
&

insuits:
"You dmmerinlists... ve TE¥HY treat vou well, and vou...'
It lasted, and lasted. Thens

Mipitel™

"I need my sceoretary."
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"No. You may not have your secretary."

"Then I will not write."

This, too, lasted a while. Finally, Chang ordered the
guard to o for my secretary. After he arrived I dictated:

"Father Gaetan Loriers will be the temporary resnonsible
person after Father Hildebrand leaves."

I signed right after the last letter.

"Go away,"

said the clerk. And I went out. About the middle
of the little yard I heard:

"@ome back.,"

So, I went backs:

YStay herel

I remained in the large room used for questionings. Chans

a

left. I said ¥¥{/rosary pacing in front of the guard who said
nothing, but seemed -= at least I believed so == to symmathize
with me. About fifteen minutes later the clerk returned. I'e
had consulted with his bosses. Ie said, in the tone of a superior
rebuking an inferior, but quietly:

"Wen Chia-1i what do you think of your attitude?}"

"All I have said stands. I have to admit though, that
before a reprepmentative of the Government I should not have vounded
the talble. Excuse re.”

i}

"You may leave now," e said softlv.

Ancg X went bacls o our dail with the other missionaries
o asked vhat had Lannened,

The session hiad talen vlace beafore the noon meal. After
lunch I s#ave a letter to Thomas Fan askﬁing him to deliver it

immediately to XXXINHPNYNEMNYNHIX Father Lildebrand and & & 1o

Gaaotan. In the evening when Themas returnied with his Laoshiet of
2



e

-‘.i.-.\.-l

.C‘ood}_lm advised s that e had arfived too late at the monastery.
2L s ot

The Police had already suamoned Father Gaetan to tie ddder I UTSRY S

where the communists tolu him he had been named SIENEX subnrisr.

I leamnad later that Iin was surprised, Lut that eveniug the enks
gractad hio with Y. Tg s the younzesnt Father in the gonmund

and had arrived enle s 1539,
On Janpary 1%, Father Hildebrand 1-9}:.- Chonptu Fer ons Kony (i
Ke arrived on tle Y{MA 285 of ihe same Month,

Hpuss~Ariest 6f tho MHonitss

Yie learned in our jald, on Decembor 15, that all missionari s
St

were confTincd to ths LClisnenls 1 _use and all the foreigsa wonlis

2a gz ]

confilned at {iie monastarys. They terg all ealled te the Fadi e

i Bean i Frfidiads iyt g
Police Seaussrey, @liore s—imiesepwss Tram bha S5eeen Pureaw/iest focis Lo
’ .

PR N

1 oo that & §poskal permission from tRo -n-"'""""‘*'ﬁ'l was e ed

]

SN0

o

o g0 feo EOHE Toun. Falhor ¥mile who had a termorary Jitnczs

T . -

uaturalization asled vhether this arder was for fdm. Tha arseo

was pes. Lis nasnralleation had thus vanishad, Ilé rantaed fo

o a pléture siot one day and asked poreissions I woas yeline:
. St :;".. -v'-:"‘r.'.'u:(.-.f

e wont wiihoul perwissfgion to tho Abew Dureany”. Ilsve Fr

to sigzn a mondesslen v adpissior of U oo wioetale o Bawis
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. R AL -
leave China unless senlt by the communists. There asme rcfucces i o
’z',‘\u/. el 2ol pa 7 '-')TJ

Jeg

. - . . " (:d.m—-\(_ L
ﬂoné% '0118’ e aTR escwring eaek—day-Frem-Chiima, but they ewme cowmis/

from Cantoq}which is close te the frontier. Chengtu is two

R U.;:ﬁ
housand miles away. MNrs., ¥eeo-Zraye left with a heavy heart.

Hould she ever see her husband again?®
@ -
As Procurator, Father ¥Werner had done the monastery 1mmgsurable

service by selling a number of articles and vaying for our taxes
the nolicess in
and our food with thie proceeds. ¥ Ie followed/all the searches
' :u‘}' "‘:'--::r..':- ”/ﬂ‘z"
for American articles, spies, transmittors,vwe did not have. Ile

went with them 1o the attic ¥ where they setiee even searched under
ufbuui-'n{
the rood. He had hiis share of insults #Lid was in no way ready to
N

accept. lie answered back, Ile was even kicked one day, and he
f Ay 17 34 A -)!C.
told me he wliiriwd ik, explaining to the cemmunists they bad no

right to XXXX treat him thuse.
During the long evenings of the year 1950,@ﬁ“§ha

sihinwin
Father Gaetan and Father Yerner tool turns ¥l ¥

HXXAHEK, or givingz

Citan Srb C

miees ol art history. VWhen Igtiher
-~

sadlinbed e showeRE them backwards. And we

GactanNwaAfilms oy

laughed to tears. I do not really know whether Father Gaetan

realized how much good he did us. IFather W8rner covered Tthe
, . . 2N
whole of art history, besinning with the old masters wo to
* . - .‘é' . . r - 4 -
thie contemporaries. sioving us caurtiiul repreductions. | The whaole
N [

nodern art jarsen vos vsed, realists and surrealists, abstract and
concrete.., e learved it all and nractisted during recreation ;
¢

Zoth rathers lielned us forcet the communists.

fatizer Jerner and Lls comnanions arrived in Hong Kong on,

on February 7.



January 31
] AP P
then I learned from my jail that swes~srocuradesr had been

that
expelled’I figured/all the material problems of the monastery

had been taken care of, and that the communists were satisfied,

LWe were all in jail for religious questions: The Legion
of Mary, the Three Autonomies. Thie communists covered this up
with political reasons, and claims of imperialism. The XHKX
true reason, of courze, was that we were Catholic priestsij

I had my eighh questioning on January 31, with Mr. ¥ Yuan,

o
A st

who was intelligent and etever. He even had a sense of humor’which
was quite a heln. He never got angry. If it had been Chang it
would have been horrible.

Yuan motioned for me to sit dewn:

W=

Whiat is there in vour monastery?"
1t . i R .
'‘The bricks of thie house and the furniture.

tt : . . «
Do you not still have two vianos belonging &o the American

Fce
Ay¥wy vwhich you have not delivered?"

"YeSo"

L1 ¥
dhiere are they?"

‘! - TN
They are at the Academy of Iine arts.'

RS -
“here are the sales paners,'

"With you."

~ ~

Burings tlie <:_'_1~:e.,t:'Loning7"1’:.1{11’1 was nolding a HARHE sheet ol verw

2l

fine Chilnese »nanern L could read YHY throush it the sisnmature at
the bottom of ti:¢ nase: Li Yu-itsing, ny former Secretary ang

nresident of our -reoun of the Lesion of Fary, denouncing wme.

i . - o g ‘

o you net have also four drums from the American Arwmy 7
"Yeos,"

"hoere are tliey (!
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"On loan at the Academy of Fine Arts."

"Why did you not deliver them to the Goverrment with #X the
other objects?"

"I shoul have."

A smiling Yuan was checking my answers with his papers.

"One other thing," he added, "you deliversd seventy six
phonograph records. You have about forty left, and you have
scratched out the name of the United States Army. Is this
correctg" |

"I remember where was talk of scratching the name. I cannot
remember if ¥AXH we actually did so."

"Ee sincere."

"I am telling you what I can remember."

sy

We know the name of the person who did the scratching out,'”

"Then go and ask him."

=",P";.¢ e f

' said the sedeiocmnn still smiling and

"It is Father Gaetan,'
checking his paperse. X‘yery obviously Mr. Li Yu-=Hsing and liis
children had denounced us.

"Of course," said Yuan,'records are not very important...

Write Father Gaetan to deliver them immediately to the Government,'

oy

e wrote the text himself:' ' Deliver immediately to the Governmant

the records on which we have seratchod out the name of the LUtnitec
States Army to === the Covernment.” I read this text and told

) L. . ] . D)
iy are you lousizing, and whp will yvou rnot signat

"You are just tivousti tellins me these Tecords are not
. AW
important, now you write a Lis bphiraset to feed the Government,

It moes against logic: Sometihiding unirvoriant does not deserve a

X T S 1e - ) it
AX LA »mhrase.
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Yuan smiled and told me to write myself in English. I did:
"Deliver immediately the American recordyon which we have or
have not scratched out the words: United States Arnmy
Yuan still & had another question:t
"Do you know Mr. Liu Ti=chiu?"
"XXEYXXAALK  Yes, I know him,"
"How did you meet him?"
"Me wanted to become a Catholic and came to see us."
"He has given you articles to keep for him. He is a landlord,
an ecxploiter of the people. You have not delivered these articles.”
"He did not put anything in custody with us, but we did
purchase a viano and a movie »nrojector from him,
"Thewe articles were given XE¥ to you iqéustody."
"YWe bought them."
"“here are they?"

"¢ have sold them."

RN, ]

here are the sale's panersy"

"With you."

“

vs in Hong Hong Lestddadsrrpanlizge that tha

e Cagarda

"\%@ ( g

5 s F ; —A. .
ffore mentioned wianos &'E had pever bulonﬁed to the American «#ice,

Ti\&-“ -\.1""' | D ¢ \'1 7 ' 14.), == ~i(‘%r4wr$’¢—ﬂs~"'f- ara .
Ariii, deidpdodadnboiig ol 0 ey o ekl ""‘l‘:‘n@ = -—-_-'..::-_‘._.;.-.-—-r£ )
)

And Yuarn cnse to the JIagt auestion:

§ n

~1in.

o ) ; K H § I3 h ] r LY - A
Huaq} while goeaiing,dvas checliing anothor HEEAYEHE naner,

I read through the same signature as on the nrevious ones EXNYT
Li Yu=isinz. Ve uvere beins Ffurther dJdenouuicad.

s

I answvered:



"Shortly before your ligeration, the General sold us his
wine., This was the first time I saw him."

"He deposited with you six hundred bottles of wine. The
General was a big landlord. Iie has sucked the blood of the neople,
You must deliver this wine. 'Yhy have you not done it already 7"

"Because we purchased this wine, we were not keening it
in custody,.”

"You signed an agreement with the General, accepting %o
keep the wine.in custody; Mr. Li Yu-hsing witnessed it."

"I signed this document, but before the General left I told
him I was breaking the agreement because I feared complications
with the Government. As he was in a hurry to leave for Fong Hong
or Formosa, the General sold me his wine for a good price.

"It is not XOOTEH true.'

"It is true.”

"What about the agreement you had signed?"

"It did not mean anything anymore, we tore it umn,"

PO 03296 0.6 SPGB L HEELECOESEREN QO GOET HPE G106 S/ 516

"Pid you also sign the nurchase document?"

”Ye S . !

Jhere is 1t

-3

]

"I tore it u» alsc. In Cctober 1950 vou MA¥X piAl vivtn u

9]

3§ 4. 1
1t anvmora.

orders to leave; we did not rneec

we bind been arvoulns

fer a lone time. I fipgured Yuan was

s N . .
"Wou cannot prove that this wins was

vas present witen you signed the asreement. there is the winefj"

| A I 0T e ‘. . H
WwCodranic 1t.

.
ot
v

““lhat do yvou mean? You pre given wine to kepwn in custody ardd

vou drdank it," he said with a smile.



I was laughing too, but I answered:
"We bought it."

"You cannot prove it. You must pay for the six hundred
bottles."

"There were not zix hundred bottles. There were about
three hundred."

"Agreed, three hundred bottles. You must pay six hundred
American dollars."”

There was no way éut. I was net about to remain in jail for
Yome wine and six hundred dollars which I would have had to give
the General anyway, as we had agreed tkat we could sell his wine
at the current price and pay him later. I had even added to the
contract that in case of unforeseen events we were dispensed from
everything.

During this whole long questioning neither Yuan nor I liad
raised our voices. I wrote Father Gaetan to vay the six hundred
doliars. Ile never received my letter.

February 2
et
¥y ninth questioning with the same we-liocimpas
"Father Gaetan," he said smilinz, 'admitted he had scratched

out the name United States Arny on the forty-five records which
1

he delivered,

"Everything is tiicn sefttled. o more nroblems &ftem,."

s}

Yuan was still smiliros

"About tihe wine, I waz too cfenerous settling for six hundrod

wollars., I am generous in accenting voury
bottles, as there were sixty cases Wid...'

"I bave forgotten the number of casef. 7There were atout

tiiree hundred bLottlese”



"Then you will have to pay nine hundred dollars, three
dollars for each bottle, it was the price then."

It was too much as we had not s¢ld it for that amount.
I argued:

"Each bottle was not worth three dollars. There were also
some small bottles, those were only worth two dollars."

When Yuan asked how many little bottles there were I answered:

"I do not remember exactly. Let's say half and half.;"

"All right. Uow much will you XX¥MUEXIX give us)"

"Shall we say seven hundred Qollars?"

0]

"Noy,it would be seven hundred and fifty dollars. Write thi

to Father Gaetan,"
"Why do you not let me go back to ths monastery, it would

be done in five MIHMXX minutes,”

"No,it is better if you mwet with Father Gaetan at the soom

af Al ithains

Eureaud . Return to your room, we will call you."

Gie hout later a guard walked with me to the Bureauv. It vas
so good to be out in the street and walking. The passers~hy
whom we met on our way had no idea of it and naid no attention
to us.

At the bBureau I sav Father . aetan and Father Eleutherius come
out of a roem. low lLanny we were to see each other after tihrece

montlis’

senaratdaon, ve chatted a little vhile Yuan was sriline,
Father Gastan sirned a maner, toking the encagement to deliver oo
two nlanos, the 7Tour drums, and the seven hundred and fifty
American dellars. fdhien boti: Fathers were dismissed, and Yuan
told me teo stay. I hiad to sign a naper:

"L shiould have delivered the tie nianos and the four drums,”

In the matter of ¥

[

General Tinols wine I would not

>4

aooEninm
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I was at fault, despite the @a;;é;;ﬁn's insistance. I wrote:

"I am givﬁ&ng the Government seven hundred and fifty Amervican
dollars because I have no vroof I purchased the wine."

atwonds

(11278 IAsigne;ﬂ&ﬁﬁxxja immediately after the last letter to
make sure nothing could be added to my statement. They would tlien
have taken pictures for their provmaganda. In this case Yuan
did not let me write the end of the Qézl%§o I had to write only

he first mart, then I, too,gwas dismissed. I went back to
jail with the other missionaries, #AX there I learned that Father
Audren had been called out, to the tribunal it seemed.

Father Audren came back a while later, saying that all the
Judge had done at the tribunal was to read him the sentence: i'is
exmulsion from China for ever. The charges listed were hisg
Legion of Mary groupw, and his resistance to the Reform Movemeut.

liere were very few people at the Tribtunal, and no demonstrations.
The communists feared more and more any demonstrations against

the missionaries, as they always seemed to turn ¥ against thor.
The missionaries were not afraid and remained, all of which becarm
mo st encouraging to the Christians.

As for the Chinese vriests and Chrikians, ass—l-am-wid-tiss.S i,

ry”
Z, “2ven or eight Chinese nricais

) o e R g
Wie in liong Rong, Anril 24,

and about ten “hristians of the Chenpgtu discese gwe in jail for
Jesus Christ. Two Traonist ronlis E¥FY from Hi-Pa-Tue monastery,

near Chengotu, d%ﬁod wartyred: The sucnrior, TAther Vincent il

dicd in jail for hravine defendedinis belief in X God's exiatence
/
during the Politics class «sewsis—iire mrischers. 1 tle
s o s et . PR & T A
JaXier Vel y Vas sisvoudads FEE WP For six daw aos
As the communists do not X lille SoF o vriest to die in jall tiev

frade

L Pl

P Mo AV | . AT SARTN T LTI NP gy o i JK ST S
seinnt the dying Joatl:or o fixe Tranmist menastery where o dicd o
¥ ;
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few days later. e third trappist Father was also sent hack
dying to the monastery.

Father Audren returned from the tribunal during our noon
meal. He immediately prevared his bage. He might have to leanve
the next day. LEut the day went by and the policemsm did not
tell him anything. Will we be all exveliled together?

February 3.
The day went by and nothing happened. Eut through® Thomas
: wbprende 1 il
Fan we learnthat theiess talk ¢¥itho BASUYAYE plissions of the
af'- JTJA«;
Tive ¥ranciscan MNissionaries,by the beonle. They hacé been in

o bt

jail since the first days of November, %ili we all be judeed 't

»
i
Lo
b
9]

tomorrow and exnellied together? Father Gabriac, XIHE whowis
oru'm{
most nerveous anong us, s s very @i, He askss the guard if be

¢ in

naw zet a bag from the Eishonk% louse. Thomas Fan heas alse advisad

‘ 1
Pt 7 s
us that the Christia nswa# to:lrave a counter=demonstration iwn i

o]

event the conmunist organigedone against ithe missionaries, Tn any

')

Ap——— 4 . . ) ‘ . )
case out uaf are readys “ather Audredsand PFather Gabriacdat the

jail, Ifather haiser's and mine hi,é,“ monastery. Ve can el

( wéﬂ/
it coming. In his questioning of &le JSecond, the policemaa had toic
me:

YIilr e 8 ow

g
<
e
o]
(Y
y
.‘

"You must move iast, iather Gnetan must deliver the art:

[,

3=

L

Tebruary
A ey s S iy s VA ——

Lothing in IYVNEAYKHEDNN worning,

Usually the ivemerrt vere around ten thiirty orv

eleven.

R

LZut in tiie alternoon avound tioree or ifour, armed suarus

avneared in our little yard. Then we HEWIHIETRUNIOETENHET cansit
=1 oy 3 f M L Tl T ©r “ Y TN T e j o 478 e oot {:3) ™ o m e
a aalice o UL 8 SORD1LTSe L2101t Ul WAL OW 9 LIS vane Slals, oo

loolied closer. Twenty Juards, iwWe counted taem,leading Lie tivoe

Sranciscamg Lissionarys of lary o our Jail. UHEX Cn their chests



