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SACRED CONGREGATION FOR DIVINE WORSHIP

Prot. n. 166/70

DECREE

the order of the eucharistic celebration having been established, and the texts belonging to the 
roman Missal having been approved by the Supreme pontiff paul vi by means of the apostolic con-
stitution Missale Romanum, dated 3 april 1969, this Sacred congregation for Divine Worship, by man-
date of the same Supreme pontiff, now promulgates this new edition of the roman Missal prepared in 
accordance with the decrees of the Second vatican council and declares it to be typical.

as to use of the new roman Missal, it is permitted for the Latin edition to be put into use as 
soon as it is published, with the necessary adjustments concerning the celebrations of the Saints, until 
the revised calendar is brought definitively into effect. to the conferences of bishops is entrusted the 
responsibility for preparing editions in the vernacular and for setting the date for them to come into 
force, after due confirmation by the apostolic See.

all things to the contrary notwithstanding.
from the offices of the Sacred congregation for Divine Worship, 26 March 1970, thursday of the  

Lord’s Supper.

benno card. gut
Prefect

a. bugnini
Secretary



SACRED CONGREGATION FOR DIVINE WORSHIP

Prot. N. 1970/74

DECREE
CONCERNING THE SECOND TYPICAL EDITION

Since the Missale Romanum must be printed once more, variations and additions have been intro-
duced so that this new edition may accord with documents published subsequent to the appearance 
of the first edition of 1970.

in the Institutio Generalis, whose marginal numbers are unchanged, a description of the func-
tions of acolyte and lector has been inserted instead of those that the subdeacon used to carry out  
(nos. 142-152).

there is another change of some importance in the part of the Missal that contains the ritual 
Masses and the Masses for various Needs. certain formularies have been completed by the insertion 
of entrance and communion antiphons. in addition, texts have been added for the ritual Mass of 
Dedication of a church and altar and for the Mass for reconciliation and, among votive Masses, the 
texts that were widely requested for the Masses of the blessed virgin Mary, Mother of the church,  
and of the Most holy Name of Mary.

Some other variations of lesser importance have been introduced in headings and rubrics, so 
that they might correspond better to the words and expressions that occur in the new liturgical books.

the Supreme pontiff paul vi has approved by his authority this second edition of the Missale 
Romanum and the Sacred congregation for Divine Worship now issues it and declares it to be typical.

it will be the responsibility of conferences of bishops to introduce the variations contained in 
this second edition of the Missale Romanum into editions to be prepared in the vernacular languages.

all things to the contrary notwithstanding.
from the offices of the Sacred congregation for Divine Worship, 27 March 1975, thursday of the 

Lord’s Supper.

James robert card. Knox
Prefect

X a. bugnini
titular archbishop of Diocletiana

Secretary



CONGREGATION FOR DIVINE WORSHIP
AND DISCIPLINE OF THE SACRAmENTS 

Prot. N. 143/00/L 

DECREE
CONCERNING THE THIRD TYPICAL EDITION 

at the outset of the third millennium after the incarnation of the Lord, it has been decided to 
prepare a new edition of the Missale Romanum, to take account of the more recent documents of the 
apostolic See and especially of the new code of canon Law, and to meet the various needs for emen-
dation and augmentation. 

regarding the Institutio Generalis Missalis Romani, some variations have been introduced consis-
tent with the manner of expression and prescriptions of other liturgical books and also recommended 
by pastoral experience. the permitted cases regarding the faculty to distribute holy communion 
under both kinds are set out more clearly; a newly-composed chapter 9 has been added, in which a 
way is outlined of adapting the roman Missal in an appropriate way to pastoral needs. 

other formulas have been added for celebrations recently inserted into the general roman cal-
endar. With the aim of fostering devotion to the Mother of god, the common of the blessed virgin 
Mary has been endowed with new Mass formularies. Likewise, in other commons, in Masses for 
various Needs and occassions and in the Masses for the Dead, the order of prayers has from time to 
time been changed for the sake of greater consistency in the texts. in the Masses of Lent, in accord with 
ancient liturgical practice, a prayer over the people has been inserted for each day. 

in an appendix to the order of Mass are also to be found the eucharistic prayer for reconcilia-
tion and a special eucharistic prayer, which may be used for various needs.

the Supreme pontiff John paul ii approved by his authority this third edition of the roman 
Missal on 10 april 2000, and the congregation for Divine Worship and Discipline of the Sacraments 
now publishes it and declares it to be typical.

conferences of bishops shall ensure that, within an appropriate period of time, new vernacular 
versions of the Missale Romanum are faithfully and accurately prepared from this third typical edition 
for the recognitio of the apostolic See in accordance with the norm of law, with the preceding versions 
in use up till now being emended accurately in fidelity to the original Latin text. 

furthermore, this third typical Latin edition of the Missale Romanum may be used in the celebra-
tion of the Most holy eucharist from the day on which it is published, but it will come into force on 
the Solemnity of the body and blood of the Lord in the year 2000. 

all things to the contrary notwithstanding.
from the offices of the congregation for Divine Worship and Discipline of the Sacraments, 20 

april, thursday of the Lord’s Supper, in the year of the great Jubilee 2000.

Jorge a. card. Medina estévez
Prefect

X francesco pio tamburrino
Archbishop Secretary



CONGREGATION FOR DIVINE WORSHIP
AND DISCIPLINE OF THE SACRAmENTS

Prot. N. 1464/06/L 

UNITED STATES OF AmERICA 

at the request of his eminence francis eugene cardinal george, archbishop of chicago, presi-
dent of the conference of bishops of the united States of america, in a letter dated December 9, 2009, 
and by virtue of the faculty granted to this congregation by the Supreme pontiff benedict Xvi, we 
gladly approve and confirm the text of the english-language translation of the roman Missal, accord-
ing to the third typical edition, as found in the attached copy. 

in printed editions, mention must be made of the approval and confirmation which this congrega-
tion has conceded.  Moreover, two copies of the printed text should be forwarded to this congregation.

all things to the contrary notwithstanding.
from the offices of the congregation for Divine Worship and Discipline of the Sacraments, 

March 26, 2010.

antonio card. cañizares Llovera
Prefect

X Joseph augustine Di Noia, o.p.
Archbishop Secretary



UNITED STATES CONFERENCE OF CATHOLIC BISHOPS

DECREE OF PUBLICATION 

in accord with the norms established by decree of the Sacred congregation of rites in Cum, 
nostra ætate (January 27, 1966) and of the congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the 
Sacraments in Liturgiam authenticam (March 28, 2001), this third edition of the Roman Missal is declared 
to be the vernacular typical edition of the Missale Romanum, editio typica tertia, and is published by 
authority of the united States conference of catholic bishops. 

the various sections of the third edition of the Roman Missal were canonically approved for use 
by the united States conference of catholic bishops on June 15, 2006, November 11, 2008, July 17, 
2009, and November 17, 2009, and were subsequently confirmed by the apostolic See by decree of 
the congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments on March 26, 2010 (prot. 
n. 1464/06/L).  the proper calendar, texts, and adaptations for the dioceses of the united States of 
america were confirmed by the apostolic See by decrees of the same congregation on July 24, 2010 
(prot. n. 577/10/L, 578/10/L, and 579/10/L).

the third edition of the Roman Missal enters into use in the dioceses of the united States of amer-
ica as of the first Sunday of advent, November 27, 2011.  from that date forward, no other english 
edition of the Roman Missal may be used in the dioceses of the united States of america.

given at the general Secretariat of the united States conference of catholic bishops, Washing-
ton, Dc, on august 15, 2010, the Solemnity of the assumption of the blessed virgin Mary.

francis card. george, o.M.i.
Archbishop of Chicago

President
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops

reverend Monsignor David J. Malloy
General Secretary
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APOSTOLIC CONSTITUTION

PROmULGATION OF THE missale romanum
RENEWED BY DECREE OF THE SECOND ECUmENICAL 

COUNCIL OF THE VATICAN

PAUL, BISHOP
servant of the servants of god

for an everlasting memorial

the Missale Romanum promulgated in accordance with the decree of the council of trent by our prede-
cessor Saint pius v in the year 1570,1 is recognized by all as being numbered among the many wonderful 
fruits that issued from that same Sacred Synod to the benefit of the whole church of christ. for through-
out four centuries not only have priests of the Latin rite had it as their norm for celebrating the eucha-
ristic Sacrifice, but messengers of the holy gospel have also carried it into almost every land. Moreover, 
innumerable men of great holiness have abundantly nourished their devotion to god by drawing from 
it both readings taken from the Sacred Scripture and prayers, the chief part of which Saint gregory the 
great had arranged in a certain order.

yet since the time when there began to grow and gain strength among the christian people a con-
cern for promoting the Sacred Liturgy which, in the opinion of our predecessor of venerable memory 
pius Xii, manifested both an indication of the very great favor of god’s providence towards the men of 
this age, and the salvific movement of the holy Spirit through his church, it has similarly become clear 
that the formulas of the roman Missal need both to be somewhat revised and also to be enriched with 
additions.2 this task our same predecessor inaugurated with the restoration of the easter vigil and of 
the rite of holy Week,3 and thus took, as it were, a first step towards the adaptation of the roman Missal 
to the sensitivities of this new age.

the recent Second ecumenical council of the vatican, in the constitution Sacrosanctum Concilium, 
laid the foundations for the general renewal of the roman Missal, laying down that “texts and rites 
should be ordered in such a way that they express more clearly the holy things they signify,”4 and later 
that “the order of Mass should be revised in such a way that the purpose proper to its individual parts, as 
also the connection between them, may be more clearly evident, and that devout and active participation 
by the faithful may be facilitated,”5 then that “the treasures of the bible be opened up more abundantly 
so that richer fare may be spread before the faithful at the table of god’s Word,”6 and finally that “a new 
rite for concelebration is to be drawn up and inserted into the roman pontifical and the roman Missal.”7

1 Cf. Apostolic Constitution, Quo primum, 14 July 1570.
2 Cf. Pius XII, Discourse to the Participants in the First international Congress of Pastoral liturgy at assisi, 22 September 1956: 

acta apostolicae sedis 48 (1956), p. 712.
3 Cf. Sacred Congregation of Rites, Decree, Dominicae resurrectionis, 9 February 1951: acta apostolicae sedis 43 (1951), pp. 

128ff.; General Decree, maxima redemptionis nostrae mysteria, 16 November 1955: acta apostolicae sedis 47 (1955), pp. 838ff.
4 Second Vatican Council, Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, sacrosanctum Concilium, no. 21.
5 Cf. ibidem, no. 50.
6 Cf. ibidem, no. 51.
7 Cf. ibidem, no. 58.
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however, it should in no way be thought that this revision of the roman Missal has been intro-
duced without preparation, since without any doubt the way was prepared by progress in liturgical 
disciplines these last four centuries. for if, after the council of trent, the reading and examination of 
“ancient manuscripts, both those in the vatican library and others discovered elsewhere” helped not 
a little in the revision of the roman Missal, as is confirmed by the apostolic constitution Quo primum 
issued by our predecessor Saint pius v, subsequently on the one hand very ancient liturgical sources 
have of course been discovered and published, and on the other hand the liturgical formularies of the 
eastern church have been studied more deeply. as a result, it has been the desire of many that not only 
these doctrinal and spiritual riches not lie in the darkness of archives, but rather be brought out into the 
light to enlighten and nourish the minds and spirits of christians.

Now, however, in order to set out, at least in broad outline, the new arrangement of the roman 
Missal, We first point out that in the Institutio Generalis, which We have used as a proemium to the book, 
new norms are given for the celebration of the eucharistic Sacrifice, regarding both the rites to be carried 
out and the functions proper to each person present and participating and to the furnishings and the 
places necessary for the conduct of divine worship.

the principal innovation is to be considered to lie in the restoration concerning the eucharistic 
prayer, as it is called. for although in the roman rite the first part of this prayer, that is, the preface, 
acquired various formulas over the passage of centuries, the second part, which was called the Canon 
Actionis, took on a fixed form between the fourth and fifth centuries; whereas, by contrast, the oriental 
Liturgies admitted a certain variety among the anaphoras themselves. regarding this matter, besides 
the endowment of the eucharistic prayer with a number of prefaces, either taken from the earlier tradi-
tion of the roman church or now newly composed, so that through them particular parts of the mystery 
of salvation may become more clearly evident and more numerous and richer motives for thanksgiving, 
We have also ordered that three new canons be provided, added alongside this same prayer. however, 
both for what are called pastoral reasons and to facilitate concelebration, We have ordered that the 
words of the Lord be one and the same in each formula of the canon. hence in each eucharistic prayer 
We wish those words to be proclaimed as follows: over the bread, Accipite et manducate ex hoc omnes: Hoc 
est enim Corpus meum, quod pro vobis tradetur; and over the chalice: Accipite et bibite ex eo omnes: Hic est enim 
calix Sanguinis mei novi et aeterni testamenti, qui pro vobis et pro multis effundetur in remissionem peccatorum. 
Hoc facite in meam commemorationem. as to the words Mysterium fidei, removed from the context of the 
words of christ our Lord and spoken by the priest, these open the way, as it were, to the acclamation of 
the faithful.

regarding the order of Mass, “the rites have been simplified, due care being taken to preserve 
their substance.”8 for those things “that, with the passage of time, came to be duplicated or were added 
to little advantage”9 have been omitted, especially with regard to the rites for the offering of the bread 
and wine and with regard to the rites of the breaking of the bread and of communion.

 furthermore, “there have been restored . . . in accordance with the ancient norm of the holy 
fathers, various elements which have suffered injury through accidents of history.”10 among such are 
the homily,11 the universal prayer or prayer of the faithful,12 and the penitential rite or rite of reconcili-
ation with god and with the brethren, to be enacted at the beginning of Mass: to which due importance 
has been restored, as was opportune.

in addition, according to the prescription of the Second vatican council that “over the course 
of a prescribed number of years a more representa tive portion of the holy Scriptures be read to the 
people,”13 the entire body of readings to be read on Sundays has been arranged over three years. More-
over, on days that are in any way festive, the readings of the epistle and gospel are preceded by another 

8 Cf. ibidem, no. 50.
9 Cf. ibidem, no. 50.
10 Cf. ibidem, no. 50.
11 Cf. ibidem, no. 52.
12 Cf. ibidem, no. 53.
13 Cf. ibidem, no. 51.
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reading taken from the old testament, or during easter time from the acts of the apostles. for by this 
means, the continuous process of the mystery of salvation is illustrated, as set forth in the revealed 
words of god. this great abundance of biblical readings, which sets before the faithful on feast days the 
most precious part of the Sacred Scriptures, is completed by the addition of other parts of the sacred 
books, which are read on days that are not festive.

all these things have been arranged in this way so as to arouse more and more among christ’s 
faithful that hunger for the Word of god14 by which, under the guidance of the holy Spirit, the people 
of the New covenant can be seen, as it were, to be impelled towards the perfect unity of the church. We 
trust that given this arrangement both priests and faithful may make more devout spiritual preparation 
for the Lord’s Supper and that, meditating more deeply on Sacred Scripture, they will be nourished 
more abundantly each day by the words of the Lord. in consequence, in accord with the teachings of the 
Second vatican council, Sacred Scripture will be regarded by all as an abiding fountain of spiritual life, 
as the principal basis for the handing on of christian doctrine, and finally as the core of all theological 
formation.

in this restoration of the Missale Romanum, not only have the three parts We have already men-
tioned been changed, namely the eucharistic prayer, the order of Mass, and the order of readings, but 
the others in which it consists have been revised and notably modified, that is: the temporal, the Sanc-
toral, the common of Saints, the ritual Masses, and the votive Masses, as they are called. among these, 
particular care has been taken with the orations, which have not only been increased in number, so 
that new prayers respond to the new needs of these times, but also the most ancient prayers have been 
revised to accord with the ancient texts. as a result, to each weekday of the principal liturgical times, 
namely, advent, christmas, Lent, and easter, has now been assigned its own distinct oration.

Moreover, although the text of the Graduale Romanum, at least as regards the music, has been left 
unchanged, for the sake of easier understanding, the responsorial psalm, which Saint augustine and 
Saint Leo the great often mention, and the entrance and communion antiphons for use where appro-
priate in Masses without singing, have been restored.

finally, from the matters that We have explained so far concerning the new Missale Romanum, 
there is something that We are now pleased to insist upon and to effect. When our predecessor Saint 
pius v promulgated the editio princeps of the Missale Romanum, he presented it to the christian people 
as an instrument, as it were, of liturgical unity and as a monument of true and reverent worship in the 
church. We, too, no less, even though We have accepted into the new roman Missal “lawful variations 
and adaptations”15 in virtue of what the Second vatican council prescribed, We are no less confident 
that it will be received by the christian faithful as a help in witnessing to and strengthening the unity 
of all, by means of which, in the variety of so many languages, one and the same prayer of all will rise 
up, more fragrant than any incense, to the heavenly father, through our high priest Jesus christ, in the 
holy Spirit.

What We have prescribed in this our constitution shall enter into force on the thirtieth day of the 
month of November this year, that is, the first Sunday of advent.

We decree that these our laws and prescriptions be firm and effective now and in the future, 
notwithstanding, to the extent necessary, the apostolic constitutions and ordinances issued by our 
predecessors nor other prescriptions, even those worthy of particular mention and derogation.

given at rome, at Saint peter’s, on the third day of the month of april, the day of the Supper of 
our Lord Jesus christ, in the year 1969, the sixth of our pontificate.

pauL vi, pope

14 Cf. Amos 8:11.
15 Cf. Second Vatican Council, Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, sacrosanctum Concilium, nos. 38-40.
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INTRODUCTION

1. as christ the Lord was about to celebrate with the disciples the paschal supper in which he insti-
tuted the Sacrifice of his body and blood, he commanded that a large, furnished upper room be prepared 
(Lk 22:12). indeed, the church has always judged that this command also applied to herself whenever 
she decided about things related to the disposition of people’s minds, and of places, rites and texts for 
the celebration of the Most holy eucharist. the present norms, too, prescribed in keeping with the will 
of the Second vatican council, together with the new Missal with which the church of the roman rite 
will henceforth celebrate the Mass, are again a demonstration of this same solicitude of the church, of 
her faith and her unaltered love for the supreme mystery of the eucharist, and also attest to her continu-
ous and consistent tradition, even though certain new elements have been introduced.

Testimony of an Unaltered Faith

2.  the sacrificial nature of the Mass, solemnly defended by the council of trent, because it accords 
with the universal tradition of the church,1 was once more stated by the Second vatican council, 
which pronounced these clear words about the Mass: “at the Last Supper, our Savior instituted the 
eucharistic Sacrifice of his body and blood, by which the Sacrifice of his cross is perpetuated until 
he comes again; and till then he entrusts the memorial of his Death and resurrection to his beloved 
spouse, the church.”2

What is taught in this way by the council is consistently expressed in the formulas of the Mass. 
Moreover, the doctrine which stands out in the following sentence, already notable and concisely 
expressed in the ancient Sacramentary commonly called the Leonine—“for whenever the memorial 
of this sacrifice is celebrated the work of our redemption is accomplished”3—is aptly and exactly 
expounded in the eucharistic prayers; for as in these the priest enacts the anamnesis, while turned 
towards god likewise in the name of all the people, he renders thanks and offers the living and holy 
sacrifice, that is, the church’s oblation and the sacrificial victim by whose death god himself willed to 
reconcile us to himself;4 and the priest also prays that the body and blood of christ may be a sacrifice 
which is acceptable to the father and which brings salvation to the whole world.5

So, in the new Missal the rule of prayer (lex orandi) of the church corresponds to her perennial 
rule of faith (lex credendi), by which we are truly taught that the sacrifice of his cross and its sacra-
mental renewal in the Mass, which christ the Lord instituted at the Last Supper and commanded his 
apostles to do in his memory, are one and the same, differing only in the manner of their offering; and 
as a result, that the Mass is at one and the same time a sacrifice of praise, thanksgiving, propitiation, 
and satisfaction.

3.  Moreover, the wondrous mystery of the real presence of the Lord under the eucharistic species, 
confirmed by the Second vatican council6 and other teachings of the church’s Magisterium7 in the 
same sense and with the same doctrine as the council of trent proposed that it must be believed,8 

1 Ecumenical Council of Trent, Session XXII, September 17, 1562: Denzinger-Schönmetzer, nos. 1738-1759.
2 Second Ecumenical Council of the Vatican, Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, sacrosanctum Concilium, no. 47; cf. Dog-

matic Constitution on the Church, lumen gentium, nos. 3, 28; Decree on the ministry and Life of Priests, Presbyterorum 
ordinis, nos. 2, 4, 5.

3 Evening mass of the Lord’s Supper, Prayer over the Offerings. Cf. sacramentarium Veronense, L.C. mohlberg editor, no. 93.
4 Cf. Eucharistic Prayer III.
5 Cf. Eucharistic Prayer IV.
6 Second Ecumenical Council of the Vatican, Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, sacrosanctum Concilium, nos. 7, 47; 

Decree on the ministry and Life of Priests, Presbyterorum ordinis, nos. 5, 18.
7 Cf. Pius XII, Encyclical Letter, Humani generis, August 12, 1950: acta apostolicae sedis 42 (1950), pp. 570-571; Paul VI, 

Encyclical Letter, mysterium fidei, September 3, 1965: acta apostolicae sedis 57 (1965), pp. 762-769; Paul VI, Solemn 
Profession of Faith, June 30, 1968, nos. 24-26: acta apostolicae sedis 60 (1968), pp. 442-443; Sacred Congregation of 
Rites, Instruction, eucharisticum mysterium, may 25, 1967, nos. 3f, 9: acta apostolicae sedis 59 (1967), pp. 543, 547.

8 Cf. Ecumenical Council of Trent, Session XIII, October 11, 1551: Denzinger-Schönmetzer, nos. 1635-1661.
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is proclaimed in the celebration of the Mass, not only by the very words of consecration by which 
christ is rendered present through transubstantiation, but also with a sense and a demonstration of 
the greatest reverence and adoration which strives for realization in the eucharistic liturgy. for the 
same reason, the christian people are led to worship this wondrous Sacrament through adoration in 
a special way on thursday of the Lord’s Supper in holy Week and on the Solemnity of the Most holy 
body and blood of christ.

4. in truth, the nature of the ministerial priesthood proper to the bishop and the priest, who offer 
the Sacrifice in the person of christ and who preside over the gathering of the holy people, shines 
forth in the form of the rite itself, on account of the more prominent place and function given to the 
priest. the essential elements of this function are set out and explained clearly and extensively in the 
preface for the chrism Mass on thursday of holy Week, the day, namely, when the institution of the 
priesthood is commemorated. for in the preface is made clear how the conferral of priestly power is 
accomplished through the laying on of hands; and, by the listing one by one of its duties, that power 
is described which is the continuation of the power of christ, the high priest of the New testament.

5.  Moreover, by this nature of the ministerial priesthood, something else is put in its proper light, 
something certainly to be held in great esteem, namely, the royal priesthood of the faithful, whose 
spiritual sacrifice is brought to completion through the ministry of the bishop and the priests, in union 
with the Sacrifice of christ, the sole Mediator.9 for the celebration of the eucharist is the action of the 
whole church, and in it each one should carry out solely but totally that which pertains to him, in 
virtue of the place of each within the people of god. the result of this is that greater consideration is 
also given to some aspects of the celebration that have sometimes been accorded less attention in the 
course of the centuries. for this people is the people of god, purchased by christ’s blood, gathered 
together by the Lord, nourished by his word, the people called to present to god the prayers of the 
entire human family, a people that gives thanks in christ for the mystery of salvation by offering his 
Sacrifice, a people, finally, that is brought together in unity by communion in the body and blood of 
christ. this people, though holy in its origin, nevertheless grows constantly in holiness by conscious, 
active, and fruitful participation in the mystery of the eucharist.10

Uninterrupted Tradition

6.  When it set out its instructions for the renewal of the order of Mass, the Second vatican council, 
using, namely, the same words as did St. pius v in the apostolic constitution Quo primum, by which 
the Missal of trent was promulgated in 1570, also ordered, among other things, that a number of rites 
be restored “to the original norm of the holy fathers.”11 from the fact that the same words are used, it 
can be noted how the two Roman Missals, although four centuries have intervened, embrace one and 
the same tradition. furthermore, if the inner elements of this tradition are reflected upon, it is also 
understood how outstandingly and felicitously the older Roman Missal is brought to fulfillment in the 
later one.

7.  in truly difficult times, when the catholic faith in the sacrificial nature of the Mass, the ministe-
rial priesthood, and the real and perpetual presence of christ under the eucharistic species were called 
into question, St. pius v was first of all concerned with preserving the more recent tradition, then 
unjustly assailed, introducing only very slight changes into the sacred rite. in fact, the Missal of 1570 
differs very little from the very first printed edition of 1474, which in turn faithfully takes up again 
the Missal used in the time of pope innocent iii. Moreover, manuscript books in the vatican Library, 
even though they provided material for several textual emendations, by no means made it possible to 

9 Cf. Second Ecumenical Council of the Vatican, Decree on the ministry and Life of Priests, Presbyterorum ordinis, no. 2.
10 Cf. Second Ecumenical Council of the Vatican, Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, sacrosanctum Concilium, no. 11. 
11 ibidem, no. 50 
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pursue inquiry into “ancient and approved authors” further back than the liturgical commentaries of 
the Middle ages.

8.  today, however, innumerable writings of scholars have shed light on the “norm of the holy 
fathers,” which the revisers of the Missal of St. pius v assiduously followed. for following the first 
publication in 1571 of the Sacramentary called the gregorian, critical editions of other ancient roman 
and ambrosian Sacramentaries were disseminated, often in printed form, as were ancient hispanic 
and gallican liturgical books; these editions brought to light numerous prayers of no slight spiritual 
value but previously unknown.

in the same way, traditions of the first centuries, before the rites of east and West were formed, 
are now better known because of the discovery of so many liturgical documents.

furthermore, continuing progress in the study of the holy fathers has also shed upon the the-
ology of the mystery of the eucharist the light brought by the doctrine of such illustrious fathers of 
christian antiquity as St. irenaeus, St. ambrose, St. cyril of Jerusalem, and St. John chrysostom.

9.  hence, the “norm of the holy fathers” requires not only the preservation of what our immedi-
ate forebears have handed on to us, but also an understanding and a more profound pondering of the 
church’s entire past ages and of all the ways in which her one faith has been expressed in forms of 
human and social culture so greatly differing among themselves, indeed, as those prevailing in the 
Semitic, greek, and Latin regions. Moreover, this broader view allows us to see how the holy Spirit 
endows the people of god with a marvelous fidelity in preserving the unalterable deposit of faith, 
even though there is a very great variety of prayers and rites.

Accommodation to New Conditions

10.  hence, the new Missal, while bearing witness to the roman church’s rule of prayer (lex orandi), 
also safeguards the deposit of faith handed down by the more recent councils and marks in its turn a 
step of great importance in liturgical tradition.

for, when the fathers of the Second vatican council reaffirmed the dogmatic pronouncements 
of the council of trent, they spoke at a far different time in world history, and, for that reason, were 
able to bring forward proposals and measures regarding pastoral life that could not have even been 
foreseen four centuries earlier.

11.  the council of trent had already recognized the great catechetical usefulness contained in the 
celebration of Mass but was unable to bring out all its consequences in regard to actual practice. 
in fact, many at that time requested that permission be given to use the vernacular in celebrating 
the eucharistic Sacrifice. to such a request, the council, by reason of the circumstances of that age, 
judged it a matter of duty to answer by insisting once more on the teaching of the church as had been 
handed on, according to which the eucharistic Sacrifice is in the first place the action of christ himself, 
whose inherent efficacy is therefore unaffected by the manner in which the faithful participate in it. 
the council for this reason stated in these firm and likewise measured words: “although the Mass 
contains much instruction for the faithful people, it did not seem to the fathers expedient, however, 
that it be celebrated indiscriminately in the vernacular.”12 and the council declared worthy of censure 
anyone maintaining that “the rite of the roman church, in which part of the canon and the words of 
consecration are pronounced in a low voice, is to be condemned, or that the Mass must be celebrated 
only in the vernacular.”13 Nevertheless, at the same time as it prohibited the use of the vernacular in 
the Mass, it ordered, on the other hand, pastors of souls to put appropriate catechesis in its place: 
“Lest christ’s flock go hungry . . . the holy Synod commands pastors and each and all of those others 
having the care of souls that frequently during the celebration of Mass, either personally or through 

12 Ecumenical Council of Trent, Session XXII, Doctrina de ss. missae sacrificio, chapter 8, September 17, 1562: Denzinger-
Schönmetzer, no.1749.

13 ibidem, chapter 9: Denzinger-Schönmetzer, no. 1759.
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others, they should explain what is read at Mass; and expound, among other things, something of the 
mystery of this most holy Sacrifice, especially on Sundays and feast days.”14

12.  hence, the Second vatican council, having come together in order to accommodate the church 
to the requirements of her proper apostolic office precisely in these times, considered thoroughly, as 
had the council of trent, the catechetical and pastoral character of the Sacred Liturgy.15 and since no 
catholic would now deny a sacred rite celebrated in Latin to be legitimate and efficacious, the council 
was also able to concede that “not rarely adopting the vernacular language may be of great usefulness 
for the people” and gave permission for it to be used.16 the eagerness with which this measure was 
everywhere received has certainly been so great that it has led, under the guidance of the bishops and 
the apostolic See itself, to permission for all liturgical celebrations in which the people participate to 
be in the vernacular, so that the people may more fully understand the mystery which is celebrated.

13.  in this regard, although the use of the vernacular in the Sacred Liturgy is a means, admittedly 
of great importance, for expressing more clearly catechesis on the mystery, a catechesis inherent in the 
celebration itself, the Second vatican council ordered additionally that certain prescriptions of the 
council of trent that had not been followed everywhere be brought to fruition, such as the homily to 
be given on Sundays and feast days17 and the faculty to interject certain explanations during the sacred 
rites themselves.18

above all, the Second vatican council, which recommended “that more perfect form of partici-
pation in the Mass by which the faithful, after the priest’s communion, receive the Lord’s body from 
the same Sacrifice,”19 called for another desire of the fathers of trent to be put into effect, namely, that 
for the sake of a fuller participation in the holy eucharist “at each Mass the faithful present should 
communicate not only by spiritual desire but also by sacramental reception of the eucharist.”20

14.  prompted by the same intention and pastoral zeal, the Second vatican council was able to give 
renewed consideration to what was established by trent on communion under both kinds. and 
indeed, since nowadays the doctrinal principles on the complete efficacy of eucharistic communion 
received under the species of bread alone are not in any way called into question, the council gave 
permission for the reception on occasion of communion under both kinds, because this clearer form 
of the sacramental sign offers a particular opportunity for understanding more deeply the mystery in 
which the faithful participate.21

15.  in this manner the church, while remaining faithful to her office as teacher of truth, safeguard-
ing “things old,” that is, the deposit of tradition, fulfills at the same time the duty of examining and 
prudently adopting “things new” (cf. Mt 13:52).

for part of the new Missal orders the prayers of the church in a way more open to the needs of 
our times. of this kind are above all the ritual Masses and Masses for various Needs, in which tradi-
tion and new elements are appropriately brought together. thus, while a great number of expressions, 
drawn from the church’s most ancient tradition and familiar through the many editions of the Roman 
Missal, have remained unchanged, numerous others have been accommodated to the needs and con-
ditions proper to our own age, and still others, such as the prayers for the church, for the laity, for 
the sanctification of human labor, for the community of all nations, and certain needs proper to our 

14 ibidem, chapter 8: Denzinger-Schönmetzer, no. 1749.
15 Cf. Second Ecumenical Council of the Vatican, Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, sacrosanctum Concilium, no. 33.
16 ibidem, no. 36.
17 ibidem, no. 52. 
18 ibidem, no. 35, 3. 
19 ibidem, no. 55.
20 Ecumenical Council of Trent, Session XXII, Doctrina de ss. missae sacrificio, chapter 6: Denzinger-Schönmetzer, no. 1747. 
21 Cf. Second Ecumenical Council of the Vatican, Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, sacrosanctum Concilium, no. 55.



INTRODUCTION		 23

era, have been newly composed, drawing on the thoughts and often the very phrasing of the recent 
documents of the council.

on account, moreover, of the same attitude toward the new state of the world as it now is, it 
seemed to cause no harm at all to so revered a treasure if some phrases were changed so that the lan-
guage would be in accord with that of modern theology and would truly reflect the current state of 
the church’s discipline. hence, several expressions regarding the evaluation and use of earthly goods 
have been changed, as have several which alluded to a certain form of outward penance which was 
proper to other periods of the church’s past.

in this way, finally, the liturgical norms of the council of trent have certainly been completed 
and perfected in many particulars by those of the Second vatican council, which has carried into 
effect the efforts to bring the faithful closer to the Sacred Liturgy that have been taken up these last 
four centuries and especially those of recent times, and above all the attention to the Liturgy promoted 
by St. pius X and his Successors.
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CHAPTER I

The ImpORTaNCe aND DIgNITy 
Of The CelebRaTION Of The eUChaRIsT

16.  the celebration of Mass, as the action of christ and of the people of god arrayed hierarchically, 
is the center of the whole of christian life for the church both universal and local, as well as for each 
of the faithful individually.22 for in it is found the high point both of the action by which god sanctifies 
the world in christ and of the worship that the human race offers to the father, adoring him through 
christ, the Son of god, in the holy Spirit.23 in it, moreover, during the course of the year, the mysteries 
of redemption are celebrated so as to be in some way made present.24 as to the other sacred actions and 
all the activities of the christian life, these are bound up with it, flow from it, and are ordered to it.25

17.  it is, therefore, of the greatest importance that the celebration of the Mass or the Lord’s Supper 
be so ordered that the sacred ministers and the faithful taking part in it, according to the state proper 
to each, may draw from it more abundantly26 those fruits, to obtain which, christ the Lord instituted 
the eucharistic Sacrifice of his body and blood and entrusted it as the memorial of his passion and 
resurrection to the church, his beloved bride.27

18.  this will fittingly come about if, with due regard for the nature and other circumstances of each 
liturgical assembly, the entire celebration is arranged in such a way that it leads to a conscious, active, 
and full participation of the faithful, namely in body and in mind, a participation fervent with faith, 
hope, and charity, of the sort which is desired by the church and which is required by the very nature 
of the celebration and to which the christian people have a right and duty in virtue of their baptism.28

19.  even though it is on occasion not possible to have the presence and active participation of the 
faithful, which manifest more clearly the ecclesial nature of the celebration,29 the celebration of the 
eucharist is always endowed with its own efficacy and dignity, since it is the act of christ and of 
the church, in which the priest fulfills his own principal function and always acts for the sake of the 
people’s salvation.

hence the priest is recommended to celebrate the eucharistic Sacrifice, in so far as he can, even 
daily.30

20.  Since, however, the celebration of the eucharist, like the entire Liturgy, is carried out by means 
of perceptible signs by which the faith is nourished, strengthened, and expressed,31 the greatest care is 
to be taken that those forms and elements proposed by the church are chosen and arranged, which, 

22 Cf. Second Ecumenical Council of the Vatican, Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, sacrosanctum Concilium, no. 41; 
Dogmatic Constitution on the Church, lumen gentium, no. 11; Decree on the ministry and Life of Priests, Presbyterorum 
ordinis, nos. 2, 5, 6; Decree on the Pastoral Office of Bishops, Christus Dominus, no. 30; Decree on Ecumenism, unitatis 
redintegratio, no. 15; Sacred Congregation of Rites, Instruction, eucharisticum mysterium, may 25, 1967, nos. 3e, 6: acta 
apostolicae sedis 59 (1967), pp. 542, 544-545.

23 Cf. Second Ecumenical Council of the Vatican, Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, sacrosanctum Concilium, no. 10.
24 Cf. ibidem, no. 102.
25 Cf. Second Ecumenical Council of the Vatican, Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, sacrosanctum Concilium, no. 10; cf. 

Decree on the ministry and Life of Priests, Presbyterorum ordinis, no. 5. 
26 Cf. Second Ecumenical Council of the Vatican, Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, sacrosanctum Concilium, nos. 14, 19, 

26, 28, 30. 
27 Cf. ibidem, no. 47. 
28 Cf. ibidem, no. 14. 
29 Cf. ibidem, no. 41.
30 Cf. Second Ecumenical Council of the Vatican, Decree on the ministry and Life of Priests, Presbyterorum ordinis, no. 13; 

Code of Canon law, can. 904. 
31 Cf. Second Ecumenical Council of the Vatican, Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, sacrosanctum Concilium, no. 59. 



24

THE	IMPORTANCE	AND	DIGNITY	OF	THE	CELEBRATION	OF	THE	EUCHARIST		 25

given the circumstances of persons and places, more effectively foster active and full participation and 
more aptly respond to the spiritual needs of the faithful.

21.  hence this instruction aims both to offer general lines for a suitable ordering of the celebration 
of the eucharist and to explain the rules by which individual forms of celebration may be arranged.32

22.   the celebration of the eucharist in a particular church is of the utmost importance.
for the Diocesan bishop, the prime steward of the mysteries of god in the particular church 

entrusted to his care, is the moderator, promoter, and guardian of the whole of liturgical life.33 in cel-
ebrations that take place with the bishop presiding, and especially in the celebration of the eucharist 
by the bishop himself with the presbyterate, the Deacons, and the people taking part, the mystery of 
the church is manifest. hence, solemn celebrations of Mass of this sort must be exemplary for the 
entire diocese.

the bishop should therefore be determined that the priests, the Deacons, and the lay christian 
faithful grasp ever more deeply the genuine significance of the rites and liturgical texts, and thereby 
be led to the active and fruitful celebration of the eucharist. to that end, he should also be vigilant in 
ensuring that the dignity of these celebrations be enhanced and, in promoting such dignity, the beauty 
of the sacred place, of the music, and of art should contribute as greatly as possible.

23.   Moreover, in order that such a celebration may correspond more fully to the prescriptions and 
spirit of the Sacred Liturgy, and also in order that its pastoral effectiveness be enhanced, certain accom-
modations and adaptations are set out in this General Instruction and in the order of Mass.

24.   these adaptations consist, for the most part, in the choice of certain rites or texts, that is, of the 
chants, readings, prayers, explanatory interventions, and gestures capable of responding better to 
the needs, the preparation, and the culture of the participants and which are entrusted to the priest 
celebrant. however, the priest will remember that he is the servant of the Sacred Liturgy and that he 
himself is not permitted, on his own initiative, to add, to remove, or to change anything in the celebra-
tion of Mass.34

25.   in addition, at the proper place in the Missal are indicated certain adaptations which in accor-
dance with the constitution on the Sacred Liturgy pertain respectively to the Diocesan bishop or to 
the conference of bishops35 (cf. below nos. 387, 388-393).

26.  as for variations and the more profound adaptations which give consideration to the traditions 
and culture of peoples and regions, to be introduced in accordance with article 40 of the constitution 
on the Sacred Liturgy, for reasons of usefulness or necessity, those norms set out in the Instruction on 
the Roman Liturgy and Inculturation36 and below in nos. 395-399 are to be observed.

32 Special celebrations of mass should observe the guidelines established for them: For masses with particular groups, cf. 
Sacred Congregation for Divine Worship, Instruction, actio pastoralis, may 15, 1969: acta apostolicae sedis 61 (1969), 
pp. 806-811; for masses with children, cf. Sacred Congregation for Divine Worship, Directory for masses with Children, 
November 1, 1973: acta apostolicae sedis 66 (1974), pp. 30-46; for the manner of joining the Hours of the Office with 
the mass, cf. Sacred Congregation for Divine Worship, General instruction of the liturgy of the Hours, nos. 93-98; for the 
manner of joining certain blessings and the crowning of an image of the Blessed Virgin mary with the mass, cf. Rituale 
Romanum, De Benedictionibus, editio typica, 1984, Praenotanda, no. 28; ordo coronandi imaginem beatae mariae Virginis, 
editio typica, 1981, nos. 10 and 14. 

33 Cf. Second Ecumenical Council of the Vatican, Decree on the Pastoral Office of Bishops, Christus Dominus, no. 15; cf. also 
Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, sacrosanctum Concilium, no. 41. 

34 Cf. Second Ecumenical Council of the Vatican, Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, sacrosanctum Concilium, no. 22. 
35 Cf. Second Ecumenical Council of the Vatican, Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy. sacrosanctum Concilium, nos. 38, 40; 

Paul VI, Apostolic Constitution, missale romanum, above.
36 Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments, Instruction, Varietates legitimae, January 25, 1994: 

acta apostolicae sedis 87 (1995), pp. 288-314. 
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CHAPTER II

The sTRUCTURe Of The mass, 
ITs elemeNTs, aND ITs paRTs

I. THE GENERAL STRUCTURE OF THE mASS

27.   at Mass or the Lord’s Supper the people of god is called together, with a priest presiding and 
acting in the person of christ, to celebrate the memorial of the Lord or eucharistic Sacrifice.37 in an out-
standing way there applies to such a local gathering of the holy church the promise of christ: “Where 
two or three are gathered in my name, there am i in their midst” (Mt 18:20). for in the celebration of 
Mass, in which the Sacrifice of the cross is perpetuated,38 christ is really present in the very assembly 
gathered in his name, in the person of the minister, in his word, and indeed substantially and uninter-
ruptedly under the eucharistic species.39

28.   the Mass consists in some sense of two parts, namely the Liturgy of the Word and the Liturgy of 
the eucharist, these being so closely interconnected that they form but one single act of worship.40 for 
in the Mass is spread the table both of god’s Word and of the body of christ, and from it the faithful 
are to be instructed and refreshed.41 there are also certain rites that open and conclude the celebration.

II. THE DIFFERENT ELEmENTS OF THE mASS

Reading and Explaining the Word of God

29.   When the Sacred Scriptures are read in the church, god himself speaks to his people, and christ, 
present in his word, proclaims the gospel.

therefore, the readings from the Word of god are to be listened to reverently by everyone, for 
they are an element of the greatest importance in the Liturgy. although in the readings from Sacred 
Scripture the Word of god is addressed to all people of whatever era and is understandable to them, 
a fuller understanding and a greater efficaciousness of the word is nevertheless fostered by a living 
commentary on the word, that is, by the homily, as part of the liturgical action.42

The Prayers and Other Parts Pertaining to the Priest

30.   among those things assigned to the priest, the prime place is occupied by the eucharistic prayer, 
which is the high point of the whole celebration. Next are the orations, that is to say, the collect, the 
prayer over the offerings, and the prayer after communion. these prayers are addressed to god by 

37 Cf. Second Ecumenical Council of the Vatican, Decree on the ministry and Life of Priests, Presbyterorum ordinis, no. 5; 
Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, sacrosanctum Concilium, no. 33.

38 Cf. Ecumenical Council of Trent, Session XXII, Doctrina de ss. missae sacrificio, chapter 1: Denzinger-Schönmetzer, no. 
1740; Paul VI, Solemn Profession of Faith, June 30, 1968, no. 24: acta apostolicae sedis 60 (1968), p. 442. 

39 Cf. Second Ecumenical Council of the Vatican, Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, sacrosanctum Concilium, no. 7; Paul 
VI, Encyclical Letter, mysterium fidei, September 3, 1965: acta apostolicae sedis 57 (1965), p. 764; Sacred Congregation 
of Rites, Instruction, eucharisticum mysterium, may 25, 1967, no. 9: acta apostolicae sedis 59 (1967), p. 547. 

40 Cf. Second Ecumenical Council of the Vatican, Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, sacrosanctum Concilium, no. 56; 
Sacred Congregation of Rites, Instruction, eucharisticum mysterium, may 25, 1967, no. 3: acta apostolicae sedis 59 
(1967), p. 542.

41 Cf. Second Ecumenical Council of the Vatican, Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, sacrosanctum Concilium, nos. 48, 51; 
Dogmatic Constitution on Divine Revelation, Dei Verbum, no. 21; Decree on the ministry and Life of Priests, Presbytero-
rum ordinis, no. 4.

42 Cf. Second Ecumenical Council of the Vatican, Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, sacrosanctum Concilium, nos. 7, 33, 52.
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the priest who presides over the assembly in the person of christ, in the name of the entire holy people 
and of all present.43 hence they are rightly called the “presidential prayers.”

31.   Likewise it is also for the priest, in the exercise of his office of presiding over the gathered assem-
bly, to offer certain explanations that are foreseen in the rite itself. Where this is laid down by the 
rubrics, the celebrant is permitted to adapt them somewhat so that they correspond to the capacity 
for understanding of those participating. however, the priest should always take care to keep to the 
sense of the explanatory text given in the Missal and to express it in just a few words. it is also for the 
presiding priest to regulate the Word of god and to impart the final blessing. he is permitted, further-
more, in a very few words, to give the faithful an introduction to the Mass of the day (after the initial 
greeting and before the penitential act), to the Liturgy of the Word (before the readings), and to the 
eucharistic prayer (before the preface), though never during the eucharistic prayer itself; he may also 
make concluding comments regarding the entire sacred action before the Dismissal.

32.   the nature of the “presidential” parts requires that they be spoken in a loud and clear voice 
and that everyone listen to them attentively.44 therefore, while the priest is pronouncing them, there 
should be no other prayers or singing, and the organ or other musical instruments should be silent.

33.   for the priest, as the one who presides, expresses prayers in the name of the church and of the 
assembled community; but at times he prays only in his own name, asking that he may exercise his 
ministry with greater attention and devotion. prayers of this kind, which occur before the reading of 
the gospel, at the preparation of the gifts, and also before and after the communion of the priest, are 
said quietly.

Other Formulas Occurring during the Celebration

34.   Since the celebration of Mass by its nature has a “communitarian” character,45 both the dialogues 
between the priest and the assembled faithful, and the acclamations are of great significance;46 for 
they are not simply outward signs of communal celebration but foster and bring about communion 
between priest and people.

35.   the acclamations and the responses of the faithful to the priest’s greetings and prayers consti-
tute that level of active participation that is to be made by the assembled faithful in every form of the 
Mass, so that the action of the whole community may be clearly expressed and fostered.47

36.   other parts, most useful for expressing and fostering the active participation of the faithful, and 
which are assigned to the whole gathering, include especially the penitential act, the profession of 
faith, the universal prayer, and the Lord’s prayer.

43 Cf. ibidem, no. 33. 
44 Cf. Sacred Congregation of Rites, Instruction, musicam sacram, march 5, 1967, no. 14: acta apostolicae sedis 59 (1967), 

p. 304. 
45 Cf. Second Ecumenical Council of the Vatican, Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, sacrosanctum Concilium, nos. 26-27; 

Sacred Congregation of Rites, Instruction, eucharisticum mysterium, may 25, 1967, no. 3d: acta apostolicae sedis 59 
(1967), p. 542. 

46 Cf. Second Ecumenical Council of the Vatican, Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, sacrosanctum Concilium, no. 30. 
47 Cf. Sacred Congregation of Rites, Instruction, musicam sacram, march 5, 1967, no. 16a: acta apostolicae sedis 59 (1967), p. 305. 
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37.  finally, among other formulas:

a)  Some constitute an independent rite or act, such as the Gloria in excelsis (Glory to God in the 
highest), the responsorial psalm, the Alleluia and verse before the gospel, the Sanctus (Holy, 
Holy, Holy), the Memorial acclamation, and the chant after communion;

b)  others, on the other hand, accompany some other rite, such as the chants at the entrance, at 
the offertory, at the fraction (Agnus Dei, Lamb of God) and at communion.

The Manner of Pronouncing the Different Texts

38.   in texts that are to be pronounced in a loud and clear voice, whether by the priest or the Deacon, or 
by a reader, or by everyone, the voice should correspond to the genre of the text itself, that is, depending 
upon whether it is a reading, a prayer, an explanatory comment, an acclamation, or a sung text; it should 
also be suited to the form of celebration and to the solemnity of the gathering. consideration should also 
be given to the characteristics of different languages and of the culture of different peoples.

therefore, in the rubrics and in the norms that follow, words such as “say” and “proclaim” are 
to be understood either of singing or of reciting, with due regard for the principles stated here above.

The Importance of Singing

39.   the christian faithful who come together as one in expectation of the Lord’s coming are 
instructed by the apostle paul to sing together psalms, hymns, and spiritual canticles (cf. col 3:16). 
Singing is the sign of the heart’s joy (cf. acts 2:46). thus St. augustine says rightly, “Singing is for one 
who loves,”48 and there is also an ancient proverb: “Whoever sings well prays twice over.”

40.   great importance should therefore be attached to the use of singing in the celebration of the Mass, 
with due consideration for the culture of peoples and abilities of each liturgical assembly. although it 
is not always necessary (e.g., in weekday Masses) to sing all the texts that are in principle meant to be 
sung, every care should be taken that singing by the ministers and the people not be absent in celebra-
tions that occur on Sundays and on holydays of obligation.

however, in the choosing of the parts actually to be sung, preference is to be given to those that 
are of greater importance and especially to those which are to be sung by the priest or the Deacon or a 
reader, with the people replying, or by the priest and people together.49

41.   the main place should be given, all things being equal, to gregorian chant, as being proper to 
the roman Liturgy. other kinds of sacred music, in particular polyphony, are in no way excluded, 
provided that they correspond to the spirit of the liturgical action and that they foster the participation 
of all the faithful.50

Since the faithful from different countries come together ever more frequently, it is desirable that 
they know how to sing together at least some parts of the ordinary of the Mass in Latin, especially the 
profession of faith and the Lord’s prayer, according to the simpler settings.51

Gestures and Bodily Posture

42.   the gestures and bodily posture of both the priest, the Deacon, and the ministers, and also of 
the people, must be conducive to making the entire celebration resplendent with beauty and noble 

48 St. Augustine of Hippo, sermo 336, 1: PL 38: 1472. 
49 Cf. Sacred Congregation of Rites, Instruction, musicam sacram, march 5, 1967, nos. 7, 16: acta apostolicae sedis 59 

(1967), pp. 302, 305. 
50 Cf. Second Ecumenical Council of the Vatican, Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, sacrosanctum Concilium, no. 116; cf. 

also no. 30. 
51 Cf. Second Ecumenical Council of the Vatican, Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, sacrosanctum Concilium, no. 54; 

Sacred Congregation of Rites, Instruction, inter oecumenici, September 26, 1964, no. 59: acta apostolicae sedis 56 
(1964), p. 891; Instruction, musicam sacram, march 5, 1967, no. 47: acta apostolicae sedis 59 (1967), p. 314.
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simplicity, to making clear the true and full meaning of its different parts, and to fostering the partici-
pation of all.52 attention must therefore be paid to what is determined by this General Instruction and 
by the traditional practice of the roman rite and to what serves the common spiritual good of the 
people of god, rather than private inclination or arbitrary choice.

a common bodily posture, to be observed by all those taking part, is a sign of the unity of the 
members of the christian community gathered together for the Sacred Liturgy, for it expresses the 
intentions and spiritual attitude of the participants and also fosters them.

43.   the faithful should stand from the beginning of the entrance chant, or while the priest 
approaches the altar, until the end of the collect; for the Alleluia chant before the gospel; while the 
gospel itself is proclaimed; during the profession of faith and the universal prayer; and from the invi-
tation, Orate, fratres (Pray, brethren), before the prayer over the offerings until the end of Mass, except 
at the places indicated here below.

the faithful should sit, on the other hand, during the readings before the gospel and the respon-
sorial psalm and for the homily and during the preparation of the gifts at the offertory; and, if appro-
priate, they may sit or kneel during the period of sacred silence after communion.

in the dioceses of the united States of america, they should kneel beginning after the singing or 
recitation of the Sanctus (Holy, Holy, Holy) until after the Amen of the eucharistic prayer, except when 
prevented on occasion by ill health, or for reasons of lack of space, of the large number of people pres-
ent, or for another reasonable cause. however, those who do not kneel ought to make a profound bow 
when the priest genuflects after the consecration. the faithful kneel after the Agnus Dei (Lamb of God) 
unless the Diocesan bishop determines otherwise.53

for the sake of uniformity in gestures and bodily postures during one and the same celebration, 
the faithful should follow the instructions which the Deacon, a lay minister, or the priest gives, accord-
ing to what is laid down in the Missal.

44.   among gestures are included also actions and processions, by which the priest, with the Deacon 
and ministers, goes to the altar; the Deacon carries the evangeliary or Book of the Gospels to the ambo 
before the proclamation of the gospel; the faithful bring up the gifts and come forward to receive 
communion. it is appropriate that actions and processions of this sort be carried out with decorum 
while the chants proper to them are sung, in accordance with the norms laid down for each.

Silence

45.   Sacred silence also, as part of the celebration, is to be observed at the designated times.54 its 
nature, however, depends on the moment when it occurs in the different parts of the celebration. for 
in the penitential act and again after the invitation to pray, individuals recollect themselves; whereas 
after a reading or after the homily, all meditate briefly on what they have heard; then after commu-
nion, they praise god in their hearts and pray to him.

even before the celebration itself, it is a praiseworthy practice for silence to be observed in the 
church, in the sacristy, in the vesting room, and in adjacent areas, so that all may dispose themselves 
to carry out the sacred celebration in a devout and fitting manner.

52 Cf. Second Ecumenical Council of the Vatican, Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, sacrosanctum Concilium, nos. 30, 34; 
cf. also no. 21. 

53 Cf. ibidem, no. 40; Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments, Instruction, Varietates legiti-
mae, January 25, 1994, no. 41: acta apostolicae sedis 87 (1995), p. 304.

54 Cf. Second Ecumenical Council of the Vatican, Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, sacrosanctum Concilium, no. 30; Sacred 
Congregation of Rites, Instruction, musicam sacram, march 5, 1967, no. 17: acta apostolicae sedis 59 (1967), p. 305.
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III. THE INDIVIDUAL PARTS OF THE mASS

a) the introductory rites
46.   the rites that precede the Liturgy of the Word, namely, the entrance, the greeting, the peniten-
tial act, the Kyrie, the Gloria in excelsis (Glory to God in the highest) and collect, have the character of a 
beginning, an introduction, and a preparation.

their purpose is to ensure that the faithful, who come together as one, establish communion 
and dispose themselves properly to listen to the Word of god and to celebrate the eucharist worthily.

in certain celebrations that are combined with Mass according to the norms of the liturgical 
books, the introductory rites are omitted or take place in a particular way.

The Entrance

47.   When the people are gathered, and as the priest enters with the Deacon and ministers, the 
entrance chant begins. its purpose is to open the celebration, foster the unity of those who have been 
gathered, introduce their thoughts to the mystery of the liturgical time or festivity, and accompany the 
procession of the priest and ministers.

48.   this chant is sung alternately by the choir and the people or similarly by a cantor and the people, 
or entirely by the people, or by the choir alone.  in the Dioceses of the united States of america there 
are four options for the entrance chant: (1) the antiphon from the Missal or the antiphon with its 
psalm from the Graduale Romanum as set to music there or in another setting; (2) the antiphon and 
psalm of the Graduale Simplex for the liturgical time; (3) a chant from another collection of psalms and 
antiphons, approved by the conference of bishops or the Diocesan bishop, including psalms arranged 
in responsorial or metrical forms; (4) another liturgical chant that is suited to the sacred action, the day, 
or the time of year, similarly approved by the conference of bishops or the Diocesan bishop. 

if there is no singing at the entrance, the antiphon given in the Missal is recited either by the 
faithful, or by some of them, or by a reader; otherwise, it is recited by the priest himself, who may even 
adapt it as an introductory explanation (cf. no. 31).

Reverence to the Altar and Greeting of the Assembled People

49.   When they have arrived at the sanctuary, the priest, the Deacon, and the ministers reverence the 
altar with a profound bow.

 Moreover, as an expression of veneration, the priest and Deacon then kiss the altar itself; the 
priest, if appropriate, also incenses the cross and the altar.

50.   When the entrance chant is concluded, the priest stands at the chair and, together with the 
whole gathering, signs himself with the Sign of the cross. then by means of the greeting he signifies 
the presence of the Lord to the assembled community. by this greeting and the people’s response, the 
mystery of the church gathered together is made manifest.

after the greeting of the people, the priest, or the Deacon, or a lay minister may very briefly 
introduce the faithful to the Mass of the day.

The Penitential Act

51.   after this, the priest calls upon the whole community to take part in the penitential act, which, 
after a brief pause for silence, it does by means of a formula of general confession. the rite concludes 
with the priest’s absolution, which, however, lacks the efficacy of the Sacrament of penance.

from time to time on Sundays, especially in easter time, instead of the customary penitential 
act, the blessing and sprinkling of water may take place as a reminder of baptism.55

55 Cf. below, pp. 1453-1456.
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The Kyrie, eleison

52.   after the penitential act, the Kyrie, eleison (Lord, have mercy), is always begun, unless it has 
already been part of the penitential act. Since it is a chant by which the faithful acclaim the Lord and 
implore his mercy, it is usually executed by everyone, that is to say, with the people and the choir or 
cantor taking part in it.

each acclamation is usually pronounced twice, though it is not to be excluded that it be repeated 
several times, by reason of the character of the various languages, as well as of the artistry of the music 
or of other circumstances. When the Kyrie is sung as a part of the penitential act, a “trope” precedes 
each acclamation.

The gloria in excelsis

53.   the Gloria in excelsis (Glory to God in the highest) is a most ancient and venerable hymn by which 
the church, gathered in the holy Spirit, glorifies and entreats god the father and the Lamb. the text 
of this hymn may not be replaced by any other. it is intoned by the priest or, if appropriate, by a can-
tor or by the choir; but it is sung either by everyone together, or by the people alternately with the 
choir, or by the choir alone. if not sung, it is to be recited either by everybody together or by two choirs 
responding one to the other.

it is sung or said on Sundays outside advent and Lent, and also on Solemnities and feasts, and 
at particular celebrations of a more solemn character.

The Collect

54.   Next the priest calls upon the people to pray and everybody, together with the priest, observes 
a brief silence so that they may become aware of being in god’s presence and may call to mind their 
intentions. then the priest pronounces the prayer usually called the “collect” and through which the 
character of the celebration finds expression. by an ancient tradition of the church, the collect prayer 
is usually addressed to god the father, through christ, in the holy Spirit,56 and is concluded with a 
trinitarian ending, or longer ending, in the following manner:

–  if the prayer is directed to the father: Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever;

–  if it is directed to the father, but the Son is mentioned at the end: Who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever;

–  if it is directed to the Son: Who live and reign with God the Father in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever.

the people, joining in this petition, make the prayer their own by means of the acclamation 
Amen.

at Mass only a single collect is ever said.

b) the Liturgy of the Word
55.   the main part of the Liturgy of the Word is made up of the readings from Sacred Scripture 
together with the chants occurring between them. as for the homily, the profession of faith, and the 
universal prayer, they develop and conclude it. for in the readings, as explained by the homily, god 
speaks to his people,57 opening up to them the mystery of redemption and salvation, and offering 
spiritual nourishment; and christ himself is present through his word in the midst of the faithful.58 

56 Cf. Tertullian, adversus marcionem, IV, 9: Corpus Christianorum, series latina 1, p. 560; Origen, Disputatio cum Hera-
cleida, no. 4, 24: sources chrétiennes 67, p. 62; statuta Concilii Hipponensis Breviata, no. 21: Corpus Christianorum, 
series latina 149, p. 39. 

57 Cf. Second Ecumenical Council of the Vatican, Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, sacrosanctum Concilium, no. 33.
58 Cf. ibidem, no. 7.
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by silence and by singing, the people make this divine word their own, and affirm their adherence to 
it by means of the profession of faith; finally, having been nourished by the divine word, the people 
pour out their petitions by means of the universal prayer for the needs of the whole church and for 
the salvation of the whole world.

Silence

56.   the Liturgy of the Word is to be celebrated in such a way as to favor meditation, and so any 
kind of haste such as hinders recollection is clearly to be avoided. in the course of it, brief periods of 
silence are also appropriate, accommodated to the assembled congregation; by means of these, under 
the action of the holy Spirit, the Word of god may be grasped by the heart and a response through 
prayer may be prepared. it may be appropriate to observe such periods of silence, for example, before 
the Liturgy of the Word itself begins, after the first and Second reading, and lastly at the conclusion 
of the homily.59

The Biblical Readings

57.   in the readings, the table of god’s Word is spread before the faithful, and the treasures of the 
bible are opened to them.60 hence, it is preferable that the arrangement of the biblical readings be 
maintained, for by them the unity of both testaments and of salvation history is brought out. Nor is 
it lawful to replace the readings and responsorial psalm, which contain the Word of god, with other, 
non-biblical texts.61

58.   in the celebration of the Mass with the people, the readings are always read from the ambo.

59.   the function of proclaiming the readings is by tradition not presidential but ministerial. there-
fore the readings are to be read by a reader, but the gospel by the Deacon or, in his absence, by another 
priest. if, however, a Deacon or another priest is not present, the priest celebrant himself should read 
the gospel, and moreover, if no other suitable reader is present, the priest celebrant should also pro-
claim the other readings as well.

after each reading, whoever reads it pronounces the acclamation, and by means of the reply the 
assembled people give honor to the Word of god that they have received in faith and with gratitude.

60.   the reading of the gospel constitutes the high point of the Liturgy of the Word. the Liturgy 
itself teaches the great reverence that is to be shown to this reading by setting it off from the other 
readings with special marks of honor, by the fact of which minister is appointed to proclaim it and by 
the blessing or prayer with which he prepares himself; and also by the fact that through their acclama-
tions the faithful acknowledge and confess that christ is present and is speaking to them and stand as 
they listen to the reading; and by the mere fact of the marks of reverence that are given to the Book of 
the Gospels.

The Responsorial Psalm

61.  after the first reading follows the responsorial psalm, which is an integral part of the Liturgy 
of the Word and which has great liturgical and pastoral importance, since it fosters meditation on the 
Word of god.

the responsorial psalm should correspond to each reading and should usually be taken from 
the Lectionary.

59 Cf. missale Romanum, ordo lectionum missae, editio typica altera, 1981, no. 28.
60 Cf. Second Ecumenical Council of the Vatican, Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, sacrosanctum Concilium, no. 51. 
61 Cf. John Paul II, Apostolic Letter, Vicesimus quintus annus, December 4, 1988, no. 13: acta apostolicae sedis 81 (1989), 

p. 910. 
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it is preferable for the responsorial psalm to be sung, at least as far as the people’s response is 
concerned. hence the psalmist, or cantor of the psalm, sings the psalm verses at the ambo or another 
suitable place, while the whole congregation sits and listens, normally taking part by means of the 
response, except when the psalm is sung straight through, that is, without a response. however, in 
order that the people may be able to sing the psalm response more easily, texts of some responses and 
psalms have been chosen for the different times of the year or for the different categories of Saints. 
these may be used instead of the text corresponding to the reading whenever the psalm is sung. if the 
psalm cannot be sung, then it should be recited in a way that is particularly suited to fostering medita-
tion on the Word of god.

in the Dioceses of the united States of america, instead of the psalm assigned in the Lectionary, 
there may be sung either the responsorial gradual from the Graduale Romanum, or the responsorial 
psalm or the Alleluia psalm from the Graduale Simplex, as described in these books, or an antiphon and 
psalm from another collection of psalms and antiphons, including psalms arranged in metrical form, 
providing that they have been approved by the conference of bishops or the Diocesan bishop.  Songs 
or hymns may not be used in place of the responsorial psalm.

The Acclamation before the Gospel

62.   after the reading that immediately precedes the gospel, the Alleluia or another chant laid down 
by the rubrics is sung, as the liturgical time requires. an acclamation of this kind constitutes a rite or 
act in itself, by which the gathering of the faithful welcomes and greets the Lord who is about to speak 
to them in the gospel and profess their faith by means of the chant. it is sung by everybody, standing, 
and is led by the choir or a cantor, being repeated as the case requires. the verse, on the other hand, is 
sung either by the choir or by a cantor.

a)  the Alleluia is sung in every time of year other than Lent. the verses are taken from the Lec-
tionary or the Graduale.

b)  During Lent, instead of the Alleluia, the verse before the gospel as given in the Lectionary is 
sung. it is also possible to sing another psalm or tract, as found in the Graduale.

63.   When there is only one reading before the gospel:

a)  during a time of year when the Alleluia is prescribed, either an Alleluia psalm or the respon-
sorial psalm followed by the Alleluia with its verse may be used;

b)  during a time of year when the Alleluia is not foreseen, either the psalm and the verse before 
the gospel or the psalm alone may be used;

c)  the Alleluia or the verse before the gospel, if not sung, may be omitted.

64.   the Sequence which, except on easter Sunday and on pentecost Day, is optional, is sung before 
the Alleluia.

The Homily

65.   the homily is part of the Liturgy and is highly recommended,62 for it is necessary for the nur-
turing of the christian life. it should be an explanation of some aspect of the readings from Sacred 
Scripture or of another text from the ordinary or the proper of the Mass of the day and should take 
into account both the mystery being celebrated and the particular needs of the listeners.63

62 Cf. Second Ecumenical Council of the Vatican, Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, sacrosanctum Concilium, no. 52; Code 
of Canon law, can. 767 §1.

63 Cf. Sacred Congregation of Rites, Instruction, inter oecumenici, September 26, 1964, no. 54: acta apostolicae sedis 56 
(1964), p. 890.
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66.   the homily should ordinarily be given by the priest celebrant himself or be entrusted by him 
to a concelebrating priest, or from time to time and, if appropriate, to the Deacon, but never to a lay 
person.64 in particular cases and for a just cause, the homily may even be given by a bishop or a priest 
who is present at the celebration but cannot concelebrate.

on Sundays and holydays of obligation there is to be a homily at every Mass that is celebrated 
with the people attending, and it may not be omitted without a grave reason. on other days it is rec-
ommended, especially on the weekdays of advent, Lent, and easter time, as well as on other festive 
days and occasions when the people come to church in greater numbers.65

it is appropriate for a brief period of silence to be observed after the homily.

The Profession of Faith

67.   the purpose of the creed or profession of faith is that the whole gathered people may respond 
to the Word of god proclaimed in the readings taken from Sacred Scripture and explained in the hom-
ily and that they may also honor and confess the great mysteries of the faith by pronouncing the rule 
of faith in a formula approved for liturgical use and before the celebration of these mysteries in the 
eucharist begins.

68.   the creed is to be sung or said by the priest together with the people on Sundays and Solemni-
ties. it may be said also at particular celebrations of a more solemn character.

if it is sung, it is intoned by the priest or, if appropriate, by a cantor or by the choir. it is then sung 
either by everybody together or by the people alternating with the choir.

if it is not sung, it is to be recited by everybody together or by two choirs responding one to  
the other.

The Universal Prayer

69.   in the universal prayer or prayer of the faithful, the people respond in some sense to the Word 
of god which they have received in faith and, exercising the office of their baptismal priesthood, offer 
prayers to god for the salvation of all. it is desirable that there usually be such a form of prayer in 
Masses celebrated with the people, so that petitions may be offered for holy church, for those who 
govern with authority over us, for those weighed down by various needs, for all humanity, and for the 
salvation of the whole world.66

70.   the series of intentions is usually to be:

a) for the needs of the church;
b) for public authorities and the salvation of the whole world;
c) for those burdened by any kind of difficulty;
d) for the local community.

Nevertheless, in any particular celebration, such as a confirmation, a Marriage, or at a funeral, 
the series of intentions may be concerned more closely with the particular occasion.

71.   it is for the priest celebrant to regulate this prayer from the chair. he himself begins it with 
a brief introduction, by which he calls upon the faithful to pray, and likewise he concludes it with 

64 Cf. Code of Canon law, can. 767 §1; Pontifical Commission for the Authentic Interpretation of the Code of Canon law, 
response to dubium regarding can. 767 §1: acta apostolicae sedis 79 (1987), p. 1249; Interdicasterial Instruction on 
certain questions regarding the collaboration of the non-ordained faithful in the sacred ministry of Priests, ecclesiae de 
mysterio, August 15, 1997, art. 3: acta apostolicae sedis 89 (1997), p. 864.

65 Cf. Sacred Congregation of Rites, Instruction, inter oecumenici, September 26, 1964, no. 53: acta apostolicae sedis 56 
(1964), p. 890. 

66 Cf. Second Ecumenical Council of the Vatican, Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, sacrosanctum Concilium, no. 53. 
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an oration. the intentions announced should be sober, be composed with a wise liberty and in few 
words, and they should be expressive of the prayer of the entire community.

they are announced from the ambo or from another suitable place, by the Deacon or by a cantor, 
a reader, or one of the lay faithful.67

the people, for their part, stand and give expression to their prayer either by an invocation said 
in common after each intention or by praying in silence.

c) the Liturgy of the eucharist
72.   at the Last Supper christ instituted the paschal Sacrifice and banquet, by which the Sacrifice of 
the cross is continuously made present in the church whenever the priest, representing christ the Lord, 
carries out what the Lord himself did and handed over to his disciples to be done in his memory.68

for christ took the bread and the chalice, gave thanks, broke the bread and gave it to his dis-
ciples, saying: take, eat and drink: this is my body; this is the chalice of my blood. Do this in memory 
of me. hence, the church has arranged the entire celebration of the Liturgy of the eucharist in parts 
corresponding to precisely these words and actions of christ, namely:

a)  at the preparation of the gifts, bread and wine with water are brought to the altar, the same 
elements, that is to say, which christ took into his hands.

b)  in the eucharistic prayer, thanks is given to god for the whole work of salvation, and the 
offerings become the body and blood of christ.

c)  through the fraction and through communion, the faithful, though many, receive from the 
one bread the Lord’s body and from the one chalice the Lord’s blood in the same way that 
the apostles received them from the hands of christ himself.

The Preparation of the Gifts

73.   at the beginning of the Liturgy of the eucharist the gifts which will become christ’s body and 
blood are brought to the altar.

first of all, the altar or Lord’s table, which is the center of the whole Liturgy of the eucharist,69 

is made ready when on it are placed the corporal, purificator, Missal, and chalice (unless this last is 
prepared at the credence table).

the offerings are then brought forward. it is a praiseworthy practice for the bread and wine to be 
presented by the faithful. they are then accepted at an appropriate place by the priest or the Deacon to 
be carried to the altar. even though the faithful no longer bring from their own possessions the bread 
and wine intended for the liturgy as was once the case, nevertheless the rite of carrying up the offer-
ings still keeps its spiritual efficacy and significance.

even money or other gifts for the poor or for the church, brought by the faithful or collected in 
the church, are acceptable; given their purpose, they are to be put in a suitable place away from the 
eucharistic table.

74.   the procession bringing the gifts is accompanied by the offertory chant (cf. no. 37 b), which 
continues at least until the gifts have been placed on the altar. the norms on the manner of singing are 
the same as for the entrance chant (cf. no. 48). Singing may always accompany the rite at the offer-
tory, even when there is no procession with the gifts.

67 Cf. Sacred Congregation of Rites, Instruction, inter oecumenici, September 26, 1964, no. 56: acta apostolicae sedis 56 
(1964), p. 890.

68 Cf. Second Ecumenical Council of the Vatican, Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, sacrosanctum Concilium, no. 47; 
Sacred Congregation of Rites, Instruction, eucharisticum mysterium, may 25, 1967, no. 3a, b: acta apostolicae sedis 59 
(1967), pp. 540-541. 

69 Cf. Sacred Congregation of Rites, Instruction, inter oecumenici, September 26, 1964, no. 91: acta apostolicae sedis 56 
(1964), p. 898; Instruction, eucharisticum mysterium, may 25, 1967, no. 24: acta apostolicae sedis 59 (1967), p. 554. 
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75.   the bread and wine are placed on the altar by the priest to the accompaniment of the prescribed 
formulas; the priest may incense the gifts placed on the altar and then incense the cross and the altar 
itself, so as to signify the church’s offering and prayer rising like incense in the sight of god. Next, 
the priest, because of his sacred ministry, and the people, by reason of their baptismal dignity, may be 
incensed by the Deacon or by another minister.

76.   then the priest washes his hands at the side of the altar, a rite in which the desire for interior 
purification finds expression.

The Prayer over the Offerings

77.   once the offerings have been placed on the altar and the accompanying rites completed, by 
means of the invitation to pray with the priest and by means of the prayer over the offerings, the 
preparation of the gifts is concluded and preparation made for the eucharistic prayer.

at Mass, a single prayer over the offerings is said, and it ends with the shorter conclusion, that 
is: Through Christ our Lord. if, however, the Son is mentioned at the end of this prayer, the conclusion 
is: Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

the people, joining in this petition, make the prayer their own by means of the acclamation Amen.

The Eucharistic Prayer

78.   Now the center and high point of the entire celebration begins, namely, the eucharistic prayer 
itself, that is, the prayer of thanksgiving and sanctification. the priest calls upon the people to lift up 
their hearts towards the Lord in prayer and thanksgiving; he associates the people with himself in 
the prayer that he addresses in the name of the entire community to god the father through Jesus 
christ in the holy Spirit. furthermore, the meaning of this prayer is that the whole congregation of 
the faithful joins with christ in confessing the great deeds of god and in the offering of Sacrifice. the 
eucharistic prayer requires that everybody listens to it with reverence and in silence.

79.   the main elements of which the eucharistic prayer consists may be distinguished from one 
another in this way:

a)  the thanksgiving (expressed especially in the preface), in which the priest, in the name of the 
whole of the holy people, glorifies god the father and gives thanks to him for the whole 
work of salvation or for some particular aspect of it, according to the varying day, festivity, 
or time of year.

b)  the acclamation, by which the whole congregation, joining with the heavenly powers, sings 
the Sanctus (Holy, Holy, Holy). this acclamation, which constitutes part of the eucharistic 
prayer itself, is pronounced by all the people with the priest.

c)  the epiclesis, in which, by means of particular invocations, the church implores the power of 
the holy Spirit that the gifts offered by human hands be consecrated, that is, become christ’s 
body and blood, and that the unblemished sacrificial victim to be consumed in communion 
may be for the salvation of those who will partake of it.

d)  the Institution narrative and Consecration, by which, by means of the words and actions of 
christ, that Sacrifice is effected which christ himself instituted during the Last Supper, when 
he offered his body and blood under the species of bread and wine, gave them to the apostles 
to eat and drink, and leaving with the latter the command to perpetuate this same mystery.

e)  the anamnesis, by which the church, fulfilling the command that she received from christ 
the Lord through the apostles, celebrates the memorial of christ, recalling especially his 
blessed passion, glorious resurrection, and ascension into heaven.

f)  the oblation, by which, in this very memorial, the church, in particular that gathered here 
and now, offers the unblemished sacrificial victim in the holy Spirit to the father. the 
church’s intention, indeed, is that the faithful not only offer this unblemished sacrificial 
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victim but also learn to offer their very selves,70 and so day by day to be brought, through 
the mediation of christ, into unity with god and with each other, so that god may at last be 
all in all.71

g)  the intercessions, by which expression is given to the fact that the eucharist is celebrated in 
communion with the whole church, of both heaven and of earth, and that the oblation is 
made for her and for all her members, living and dead, who are called to participate in the 
redemption and salvation purchased by the body and blood of christ.

h)  the concluding doxology, by which the glorification of god is expressed and which is affirmed 
and concluded by the people’s acclamation Amen.

The Communion Rite

80.   Since the celebration of the eucharist is the paschal banquet, it is desirable that in accordance 
with the Lord’s command his body and blood should be received as spiritual food by those of the 
faithful who are properly disposed. this is the sense of the fraction and the other preparatory rites by 
which the faithful are led more immediately to communion.

The Lord’s Prayer

81.   in the Lord’s prayer a petition is made for daily bread, which for christians means principally 
the eucharistic bread, and entreating also purification from sin, so that what is holy may in truth be 
given to the holy. the priest pronounces the invitation to the prayer, and all the faithful say the prayer 
with him; then the priest alone adds the embolism, which the people conclude by means of the doxol-
ogy. the embolism, developing the last petition of the Lord’s prayer itself, asks for deliverance from 
the power of evil for the whole community of the faithful.

the invitation, the prayer itself, the embolism, and the doxology by which the people conclude 
these things are sung or are said aloud.

The Rite of Peace

82.   there follows the rite of peace, by which the church entreats peace and unity for herself and for 
the whole human family, and the faithful express to each other their ecclesial communion and mutual 
charity before communicating in the Sacrament.

as for the actual sign of peace to be given, the manner is to be established by the conferences 
of bishops in accordance with the culture and customs of the peoples. however, it is appropriate that 
each person, in a sober manner, offer the sign of peace only to those who are nearest.

The Fraction of the Bread

83.   the priest breaks the eucharistic bread, with the assistance, if the case requires, of the Deacon 
or a concelebrant. the gesture of breaking bread done by christ at the Last Supper, which in apostolic 
times gave the entire eucharistic action its name, signifies that the many faithful are made one body (1 
cor 10:17) by receiving communion from the one bread of Life, which is christ, who for the salvation 
of the world died and rose again. the fraction or breaking of bread is begun after the sign of peace and 
is carried out with proper reverence, and should not be unnecessarily prolonged or accorded exagger-
ated importance. this rite is reserved to the priest and the Deacon.

70 Cf. Second Ecumenical Council of the Vatican, Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, sacrosanctum Concilium, no. 48; 
Sacred Congregation of Rites, Instruction, eucharisticum mysterium, may 25,1967, no. 12: acta apostolicae sedis 59 
(1967), pp. 548-549.

71 Cf. Second Ecumenical Council of the Vatican, Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, sacrosanctum Concilium, no. 48; 
Decree on the ministry and Life of Priests, Presbyterorum ordinis, no. 5; Sacred Congregation of Rites, Instruction, eucha-
risticum mysterium, 25 may 1967, no. 12: acta apostolicae sedis 59 (1967), pp. 548-549. 
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the priest breaks the bread and puts a piece of the host into the chalice to signify the unity of 
the body and blood of the Lord in the work of salvation, namely, of the body of Jesus christ, living 
and glorious. the supplication Agnus Dei (Lamb of God) is usually sung by the choir or cantor with the 
congregation replying; or at least recited aloud. this invocation accompanies the fraction of the bread 
and, for this reason, may be repeated as many times as necessary until the rite has been completed. 
the final time it concludes with the words grant us peace.

Communion

84.   the priest prepares himself by a prayer, said quietly, so that he may fruitfully receive the body 
and blood of christ. the faithful do the same, praying silently.

then the priest shows the faithful the eucharistic bread, holding it over the paten or over the 
chalice, and invites them to the banquet of christ; and along with the faithful, he then makes an act of 
humility, using the prescribed words from the gospels.

85.   it is most desirable that the faithful, just as the priest himself is bound to do, receive the Lord’s 
body from hosts consecrated at the same Mass and that, in the cases where this is foreseen, they par-
take of the chalice (cf. no. 283), so that even by means of the signs communion may stand out more 
clearly as a participation in the sacrifice actually being celebrated.72

86.   While the priest is receiving the Sacrament, the communion chant is begun, its purpose being 
to express the spiritual union of the communicants by means of the unity of their voices, to show 
gladness of heart, and to bring out more clearly the “communitarian” character of the procession to 
receive the eucharist. the singing is prolonged for as long as the Sacrament is being administered to 
the faithful.73 however, if there is to be a hymn after communion, the communion chant should be 
ended in a timely manner.

care should be taken that singers, too, can receive communion with ease.

87.   in the Dioceses of the united States of america, there are four options for singing at commu-
nion: (1) the antiphon from the Missal or the antiphon with its psalm from the Graduale Romanum, as 
set to music there or in another musical setting; (2) the antiphon with psalm from the Graduale Simplex 
of the liturgical time; (3) a chant from another collection of psalms and antiphons, approved by the 
conference of bishops or the Diocesan bishop, including psalms arranged in responsorial or metrical 
forms; (4) some other suitable liturgical chant (cf. no. 86) approved by the conference of bishops or the 
Diocesan bishop. this is sung either by the choir alone or by the choir or a cantor with the people.

however, if there is no singing, the antiphon given in the Missal may be recited either by the 
faithful, or by some of them, or by a reader; otherwise, it is recited by the priest himself after he has 
received communion and before he distributes communion to the faithful.

88.   When the distribution of communion is over, if appropriate, the priest and faithful pray quietly 
for some time. if desired, a psalm or other canticle of praise or a hymn may also be sung by the whole 
congregation.

89.  to bring to completion the prayer of the people of god, and also to conclude the whole com-
munion rite, the priest pronounces the prayer after communion, in which he prays for the fruits of 
the mystery just celebrated.

72 Cf. Sacred Congregation of Rites, Instruction, eucharisticum mysterium, may 25, 1967, nos. 31, 32: acta apostolicae sedis 
59 (1969), pp. 558-559; Sacred Congregation for the Discipline of the Sacraments, Instruction, immensae caritatis, January 
29, 1973, no. 2: acta apostolicae sedis 65 (1973), pp. 267-268. 

73 Cf. Sacred Congregation for the Sacraments and Divine Worship, Instruction, inestimabile donum, April 3, 1980, no. 17: 
acta apostolicae sedis 72 (1980), p. 338.
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at Mass a single prayer after communion is said, and it ends with the shorter conclusion; that is:

– if the prayer is directed to the father: Through Christ our Lord;
– if it is directed to the father, but the Son is mentioned at the end: Who lives and reigns for ever 

and ever;
– if it is directed to the Son: Who live and reign for ever and ever.

the people make the prayer their own by means of the acclamation Amen.

D) the concluding rites

90.   to the concluding rites belong the following:

a) brief announcements, should they be necessary;
b) the priest’s greeting and blessing, which on certain days and occasions is expanded and 

expressed by the prayer over the people or another more solemn formula;
c)  the Dismissal of the people by the Deacon or the priest, so that each may go back to doing 

good works, praising and blessing god;
d)  the kissing of the altar by the priest and the Deacon, followed by a profound bow to the altar 

by the priest, the Deacon, and the other ministers.
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CHAPTER III

DUTIes aND mINIsTRIes IN The mass

91.   the celebration of the eucharist is the action of christ and of the church, namely, of the holy 
people united and ordered under the bishop. it therefore pertains to the whole body of the church, 
manifests it, and has its effect upon it. indeed, it also affects the individual members of the church in a 
different way, according to their different orders, functions, and actual participation.74 in this way, the 
christian people, “a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession,” 
expresses its cohesion and its hierarchical ordering.75 all, therefore, whether ordained ministers or 
lay christian faithful, in fulfilling their function or their duty, should carry out solely but totally that 
which pertains to them.76

I. THE DUTIES OF THOSE IN HOLY ORDERS

92.   every legitimate celebration of the eucharist is directed by the bishop, either in person or 
through priests who are his helpers.77

When the bishop is present at a Mass where the people are gathered, it is most fitting that he 
himself celebrate the eucharist and associate priests with himself in the sacred action as concelebrants. 
this is done not for the sake of adding outward solemnity to the rite, but to signify more vividly the 
mystery of the church, “the sacrament of unity.”78

if, on the other hand, the bishop does not celebrate the eucharist but has assigned it to someone 
else to do this, then it is appropriate that he should preside over the Liturgy of the Word, wearing the 
pectoral cross, stole, and cope over an alb, and that he should give the blessing at the end of Mass.79

93.   a priest, also, who possesses within the church the sacred power of orders to offer sacrifice in 
the person of christ,80 presides by this fact over the faithful people gathered here and now, presides 
over their prayer, proclaims to them the message of salvation, associates the people with himself in 
the offering of sacrifice through christ in the holy Spirit to god the father, and gives his brothers and 
sisters the bread of eternal life and partakes of it with them. therefore, when he celebrates the eucha-
rist, he must serve god and the people with dignity and humility, and by his bearing and by the way 
he pronounces the divine words he must convey to the faithful the living presence of christ.

94.   after the priest, the Deacon, in virtue of the sacred ordination he has received, holds first place 
among those who minister in the celebration of the eucharist. for the sacred order of the Diaconate 
has been held in high honor in the church even from the early time of the apostles.81 at Mass the 
Deacon has his own part in proclaiming the gospel, from time to time in preaching god’s Word, in 
announcing the intentions of the universal prayer, in ministering to the priest, in preparing the altar 
and in serving the celebration of the Sacrifice, in distributing the eucharist to the faithful, especially 

74 Cf. Second Ecumenical Council of the Vatican, Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, sacrosanctum Concilium, no. 26.
75 Cf. ibidem, no. 14.
76 Cf. ibidem, no. 28.
77 Cf. Second Ecumenical Council of the Vatican, Dogmatic Constitution on the Church, lumen gentium, nos. 26, 28; Con-

stitution on the Sacred Liturgy, sacrosanctum Concilium, no. 42. 
78 Cf. Second Ecumenical Council of the Vatican, Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, sacrosanctum Concilium, no. 26.
79 Cf. Caeremoniale episcoporum, editio typica, 1984, nos. 175-186. 
80 Cf. Second Ecumenical Council of the Vatican, Dogmatic Constitution on the Church, lumen gentium, no. 28; Decree on 

the ministry and Life of Priests, Presbyterorum ordinis, no. 2.
81 Cf. Paul VI, Apostolic Letter, sacrum Diaconatus ordinem, June 18, 1967: acta apostolicae sedis 59 (1967), pp. 697-704; 

Pontificale Romanum, De ordinatione episcopi, presbyterorum et diaconorum, editio typica altera, 1989, no. 173.
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under the species of wine, and from time to time in giving instructions regarding the people’s gestures 
and posture.

II. THE FUNCTIONS OF THE PEOPLE OF GOD

95.   in the celebration of Mass the faithful form a holy people, a people of god’s own possession and 
a royal priesthood, so that they may give thanks to god and offer the unblemished sacrificial victim 
not only by means of the hands of the priest but also together with him and so that they may learn to 
offer their very selves.82 they should, moreover, take care to show this by their deep religious sense 
and their charity toward brothers and sisters who participate with them in the same celebration.

they are consequently to avoid any appearance of singularity or division, keeping in mind that 
they have only one father in heaven and that hence are all brothers or sisters one to the other.

96.   Moreover, they are to form one body, whether in hearing the Word of god, or in taking part in 
the prayers and in the singing, or above all by the common offering of the Sacrifice and by participat-
ing together at the Lord’s table. this unity is beautifully apparent from the gestures and bodily pos-
tures observed together by the faithful.

97.   the faithful, moreover, should not refuse to serve the people of god in gladness whenever they 
are asked to perform some particular service or function in the celebration.

III. PARTICULAR mINISTRIES

The Ministry of the Instituted Acolyte and Lector

98.   the acolyte is instituted for service at the altar and to assist the priest and Deacon. it is his place 
principally to prepare the altar and the sacred vessels and, if necessary, to distribute the eucharist to 
the faithful as an extraordinary minister.83

in the ministry of the altar, the acolyte has his own proper functions (cf. nos. 187-193), which he 
must carry out in person.

99.   the lector is instituted to proclaim the readings from Sacred Scripture, with the exception of the 
gospel. he may also announce the intentions for the universal prayer and, in the absence of a psalm-
ist, recite the psalm between the readings.

in the celebration of the eucharist, the lector has his own proper function (cf. nos. 194-198), 
which he himself must carry out.

Other Functions

100.   in the absence of an instituted acolyte, there may be deputed lay ministers to serve at the altar 
and assist the priest and the Deacon; these carry the cross, the candles, the thurible, the bread, the wine, 
and the water, or who are even deputed to distribute holy communion as extraordinary ministers.84

82 Cf. Second Ecumenical Council of the Vatican, Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, sacrosanctum Concilium, no. 48; 
Sacred Congregation of Rites, Instruction, eucharisticum mysterium, may 25, 1967, no. 12: acta apostolicae sedis 59 
(1967), pp. 548-549. 

83 Cf. Code of Canon law, can. 910 §2; cf. also the Interdicasterial Instruction on certain questions regarding the collabo-
ration of the non-ordained faithful in the sacred ministry of Priests, ecclesiae de mysterio, August 15, 1997, art. 8: acta 
apostolicae sedis 89 (1997), p. 871. 

84 Cf. Sacred Congregation for the Discipline of the Sacraments, Instruction, immensae caritatis, January 29, 1973, no. 1: 
acta apostolicae sedis 65 (1973), pp. 265-266; Code of Canon law, can. 230 §3.
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101.   in the absence of an instituted lector, other lay people may be deputed to proclaim the read-
ings from Sacred Scripture, people who are truly suited to carrying out this function and carefully 
prepared, so that by their hearing the readings from the sacred texts the faithful may conceive in their 
hearts a sweet and living affection for Sacred Scripture.85

102.   it is the psalmist’s place to sing the psalm or other biblical canticle to be found between the read-
ings. to carry out this function correctly, it is necessary for the psalmist to be accomplished in the art 
of singing psalms and have a facility in public speaking and elocution.

103.   among the faithful, the schola cantorum or choir exercises its own liturgical function, its place 
being to take care that the parts proper to it, in keeping with the different genres of chant, are properly 
carried out and to foster the active participation of the faithful by means of the singing.86 What is said 
about the schola cantorum also applies, with due regard for the relevant norms, to other musicians, and 
especially the organist.

104.   it is fitting that there be a cantor or a choir director to direct and support the people’s singing. 
indeed, when there is no choir, it is up to the cantor to direct the different chants, with the people tak-
ing the part proper to them.87

105.   a liturgical function is also exercised by:

a)  the sacristan, who diligently arranges the liturgical books, the vestments, and other things 
that are necessary for the celebration of Mass.

b)  the commentator, who, if appropriate, provides the faithful briefly with explanations and 
exhortations so as to direct their attention to the celebration and ensure that they are better 
disposed for understanding it. the commentator’s remarks should be thoroughly prepared 
and notable for their restraint. in performing this function the commentator stands in a suit-
able place within sight of the faithful, but not at the ambo.

c)  those who take up the collections in the church.
d)  those who, in some regions, welcome the faithful at the church doors, seat them appropri-

ately, and marshal them in processions.

106.   it is desirable, at least in cathedrals and in larger churches, to have some competent minister or 
master of ceremonies, to see to the appropriate arrangement of sacred actions and to their being car-
ried out by the sacred ministers and lay faithful with decorum, order, and devotion.

107.   Liturgical functions that are not proper to the priest or the Deacon and are mentioned above 
(nos. 100-106) may even be entrusted by means of a liturgical blessing or a temporary deputation to 
suitable lay persons chosen by the pastor or the rector of the church.88 as to the function of serving the 
priest at the altar, the norms established by the bishop for his diocese should be observed.

85 Cf. Second Ecumenical Council of the Vatican, Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, sacrosanctum Concilium, no. 24. 
86 Cf. Sacred Congregation of Rites, Instruction, musicam sacram, march 5, 1967, no. 19: acta apostolicae sedis 59 (1967), 

p. 306. 
87 Cf. ibidem, no. 21: pp. 306-307.
88 Cf. Pontifical Commission for the Interpretation of Legal Texts, response to dubium regarding can. 230 §2: acta apostolicae 

sedis 86 (1994), p. 541.
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IV. THE DISTRIBUTION OF FUNCTIONS AND  
THE PREPARATION OF THE CELEBRATION

108.   one and the same priest must always exercise the presidential function in all of its parts, except 
for those parts which are proper to a Mass at which the bishop is present (cf. above no. 92).

109.   if there are several present who are able to exercise the same ministry, nothing forbids their dis-
tributing among themselves and performing different parts of the same ministry or duty. for example, 
one Deacon may be assigned to execute the sung parts, another to serve at the altar; if there are several 
readings, it is well to distribute them among a number of readers, and the same applies for other mat-
ters. however, it is not at all appropriate that several persons divide a single element of the celebration 
among themselves, e.g., that the same reading be proclaimed by two readers, one after the other, with 
the exception of the passion of the Lord.

110.   if at a Mass with the people only one minister is present, that minister may exercise several dif-
ferent functions.

111.   there should be harmony and diligence among all those involved in the effective preparation 
of each liturgical celebration in accordance with the Missal and other liturgical books, both as regards 
the rites and as regards the pastoral and musical aspects. this should take place under the direction of 
the rector of the church and after consultation with the faithful in things that directly pertain to them. 
however, the priest who presides at the celebration always retains the right of arranging those things 
that pertain to him.89

89 Cf. Second Ecumenical Council of the Vatican, Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, sacrosanctum Concilium, no. 22.
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CHAPTER IV

The DIffeReNT fORms 
Of CelebRaTINg mass

112.   in the local church, first place should certainly be given, because of its significance, to the Mass 
at which the bishop presides, surrounded by his presbyterate, Deacons, and lay ministers,90 and in 
which the holy people of god participate fully and actively, for it is there that the principal manifesta-
tion of the church is found.

at a Mass celebrated by the bishop or at which he presides without celebrating the eucharist, 
the norms found in the Caeremoniale Episcoporum (Ceremonial of Bishops) should be observed.91

113.   great importance should also be given to a Mass celebrated with any community, but especially 
with the parish community, inasmuch as it represents the universal church at a given time and place, 
and chiefly in the common Sunday celebration.92

114.   Moreover, among those Masses celebrated by some communities, a particular place belongs to 
the conventual Mass, which is a part of the daily office, or the “community” Mass. although such 
Masses do not involve any special form of celebration, it is nevertheless most fitting that they be cel-
ebrated with singing, especially with the full participation of all members of the community, whether 
of religious or of canons. therefore, in these Masses all should exercise their function according to the 
order or ministry they have received. hence, it is desirable that all the priests who are not obliged to 
celebrate individually for the pastoral benefit of the faithful concelebrate in so far as possible at the 
conventual or community Mass. in addition, all priests belonging to the community who are obliged, 
as a matter of duty, to celebrate individually for the pastoral benefit of the faithful may also on the 
same day concelebrate at the conventual or community Mass.93 for it is preferable that priests who 
are present at a celebration of the eucharist, unless excused for a just reason, should usually exercise 
the function proper to their order and hence take part as concelebrants, wearing sacred vestments. 
otherwise, they wear their proper choir dress or a surplice over a cassock.

I. mASS WITH THE PEOPLE

115.   by Mass with the people is meant a Mass celebrated with the participation of the faithful. More-
over, it is appropriate, in so far as possible, and especially on Sundays and holydays of obligation, 
that the celebration take place with singing and with a suitable number of ministers.94 it may, however, 
take place even without singing and with only one minister.

116.   if at any celebration of Mass a Deacon is present, he should exercise his function. furthermore, it 
is desirable that an acolyte, a reader, and a cantor should usually be there to assist the priest celebrant. 
indeed, the rite described below foresees an even greater number of ministers.

90 Cf. Second Ecumenical Council of the Vatican, Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, sacrosanctum Concilium, no. 41. 
91 Cf. Caeremoniale episcoporum, editio typica, 1984, nos. 119-186.
92 Cf. Second Ecumenical Council of the Vatican, Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, sacrosanctum Concilium, no. 42; 

Dogmatic Constitution on the Church, lumen gentium, no. 28; Decree on the ministry and Life of Priests, Presbyterorum 
ordinis, no. 5; Sacred Congregation of Rites, Instruction, eucharisticum mysterium, may 25, 1967, no. 26: acta apostolicae 
sedis 59 (1967), p. 555.

93 Cf. Sacred Congregation of Rites, Instruction, eucharisticum, mysterium, may 25, 1967, no. 47: acta apostolicae sedis 59 
(1967), p. 565.

94 Cf. Sacred Congregation of Rites, Instruction, eucharisticum mysterium, may 25, 1967, no. 26: acta apostolicae sedis 59 
(1967), p. 555; Instruction, musicam sacram, march 5, 1967, nos. 16, 27: acta apostolicae sedis 59 (1967), pp. 305, 308. 
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Things to Be Prepared

117.   the altar is to be covered with at least one white cloth. in addition, on or next to the altar are to 
be placed candlesticks with lighted candles: at least two in any celebration, or even four or six, espe-
cially for a Sunday Mass or a holyday of obligation, or if the Diocesan bishop celebrates, then seven 
candlesticks with lighted candles. Likewise, on the altar or close to it, there is to be a cross adorned 
with a figure of christ crucified. the candles and the cross with the figure of christ crucified may also 
be carried in the procession at the entrance. on the altar itself may be placed a Book of the Gospels dis-
tinct from the book of other readings, unless it is carried in the entrance procession.

118.   Likewise these should be prepared:

a)  next to the priest’s chair: the Missal and, if appropriate, a hymnal;
b)  at the ambo: the Lectionary;
c)  on the credence table: the chalice, corporal, purificator, and, if appropriate, the pall; the paten 

and, if needed, ciboria; bread for the communion of the priest who presides, the Deacon, the 
ministers, and the people; cruets containing the wine and the water, unless all of these are 
presented by the faithful in the procession at the offertory; the vessel of water to be blessed, 
if the sprinkling of holy water takes place; the communion-plate for the communion of the 
faithful; and whatever is needed for the washing of hands.

it is a praiseworthy practice for the chalice to be covered with a veil, which may be either of the 
color of the day or white.

119.   in the sacristy, according to the various forms of celebration, there should be prepared the sacred 
vestments (cf. nos. 337-341) for the priest, the Deacon, and other ministers:

a)  for the priest: the alb, the stole, and the chasuble;
b)  for the Deacon: the alb, the stole, and the dalmatic; the latter may be omitted, however, 

either out of necessity or on account of a lesser degree of solemnity;
c)  for the other ministers: albs or other lawfully approved attire.95

all who wear an alb should use a cincture and an amice unless, due to the form of the alb, they 
are not needed.

When the entrance takes place with a procession, the following are also to be prepared: a Book of 
the Gospels; on Sundays and festive days, a thurible and incense boat, if incense is being used; the cross 
to be carried in procession; and candlesticks with lighted candles.

a) Mass without a Deacon

The Introductory Rites

120.   When the people are gathered, the priest and ministers, wearing the sacred vestments, go in 
procession to the altar in this order:

a)  the thurifer carrying a smoking thurible, if incense is being used;
b)  ministers who carry lighted candles, and between them an acolyte or other minister with  

the cross;
c) the acolytes and the other ministers;
d)  a reader, who may carry a Book of the Gospels (though not a Lectionary), slightly elevated;
e)  the priest who is to celebrate the Mass.

95 Cf. the Interdicasterial Instruction on certain questions regarding the collaboration of the non-ordained faithful in the 
sacred ministry of Priests, ecclesiae de mysterio, August 15, 1997, art. 6: acta apostolicae sedis 89 (1997), p. 869.
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if incense is being used, before the procession begins, the priest puts some into the thurible and 
blesses it with the Sign of the cross without saying anything.

121.   During the procession to the altar, the entrance chant takes place (cf. nos. 47-48).

122.   When they reach the altar, the priest and ministers make a profound bow.
the cross adorned with a figure of christ crucified, and carried in procession, may be placed 

next to the altar to serve as the altar cross, in which case it must be the only cross used; otherwise it 
is put away in a dignified place. as for the candlesticks, these are placed on the altar or near it. it is a 
praiseworthy practice for the Book of the Gospels to be placed on the altar.

123.   the priest goes up to the altar and venerates it with a kiss. then, if appropriate, he incenses the 
cross and the altar, walking around the latter.

124.   once all this has been done, the priest goes to the chair. When the entrance chant is concluded, 
with everybody standing, the priest and faithful sign themselves with the Sign of the cross. the priest 
says: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. the people reply, Amen.

then, facing the people and extending his hands, the priest greets the people, using one of the 
formulas indicated. the priest himself or some other minister may also very briefly introduce the 
faithful to the Mass of the day.

125.   the penitential act follows. after this, the Kyrie is sung or said, in accordance with the rubrics 
(cf. no. 52).

126.   for celebrations where it is prescribed, the Gloria in excelsis (Glory to God in the highest) is either 
sung or said (cf. no. 53).

127.   the priest then calls upon the people to pray, saying, with hands joined, Let us pray. all pray 
silently with the priest for a brief time. then the priest, with hands extended, says the collect, at the 
end of which the people acclaim, Amen.

The Liturgy of the Word

128.   after the collect, all sit. the priest may, very briefly, introduce the faithful to the Liturgy of the 
Word. then the reader goes to the ambo and, from the Lectionary already placed there before Mass, 
proclaims the first reading, to which all listen. at the end, the reader pronounces the acclamation The 
word of the Lord, and all reply, Thanks be to God.

then a few moments of silence may be observed, if appropriate, so that all may meditate on 
what they have heard.

129.   then the psalmist or the reader proclaims the verses of the psalm and the people make the 
response as usual.

130.   if there is to be a Second reading before the gospel, the reader proclaims it from the ambo. all 
listen and at the end reply to the acclamation, as noted above (no. 128). then, if appropriate, a few 
moments of silence may be observed.

131.  after this, all rise, and the Alleluia or other chant is sung as the liturgical time requires (cf. nos. 
62-64).



THE	DIFFERENT	FORMS	OF	CELEBRATING	MASS		 47

132.  During the singing of the Alleluia or other chant, if incense is being used, the priest puts some 
into the thurible and blesses it. then, with hands joined, he bows profoundly before the altar and qui-
etly says the prayer Munda cor meum (Cleanse my heart).

133.  if the Book of the Gospels is on the altar, the priest then takes it and approaches the ambo, carry-
ing the Book of the Gospels slightly elevated. he is preceded by the lay ministers, who may carry the 
thurible and the candles. those present turn towards the ambo as a sign of special reverence for the 
gospel of christ.

134.   at the ambo, the priest opens the book and, with hands joined, says, The Lord be with you, to 
which the people reply, And with your spirit. then he says, A reading from the holy Gospel, making the 
Sign of the cross with his thumb on the book and on his forehead, mouth, and breast, which everyone 
else does as well. the people acclaim, Glory to you, O Lord. the priest incenses the book, if incense is 
being used (cf. nos. 276-277). then he proclaims the gospel and at the end pronounces the acclama-
tion The Gospel of the Lord, to which all reply, Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. the priest kisses the book, 
saying quietly the formula Per evangelica dicta (Through the words of the Gospel).

135.   if no reader is present, the priest himself proclaims all the readings and the psalm, standing at 
the ambo. if incense is being used, he puts some incense into the thurible at the ambo, blesses it, and, 
bowing profoundly, says the prayer Munda cor meum (Cleanse my heart).

136.   the priest, standing at the chair or at the ambo itself or, if appropriate, in another worthy place, 
gives the homily. When the homily is over, a period of silence may be observed.

137.   the Symbol or creed is sung or recited by the priest together with the people (cf. no. 68) with 
everyone standing. at the words et incarnatus est, etc. (and by the Holy Spirit . . . and became man) all make a 
profound bow; but on the Solemnities of the annunciation and of the Nativity of the Lord, all genuflect.

138.   after the recitation of the Symbol or creed, the priest, standing at the chair with his hands 
joined, by means of a brief address calls upon the faithful to participate in the universal prayer. then 
the cantor, the reader, or another person announces the intentions from the ambo or from some other 
suitable place while facing the people. the latter take their part by replying in supplication. at the 
very end, the priest, with hands extended, concludes the petitions with a prayer.

The Liturgy of the Eucharist

139.   When the universal prayer is over, all sit, and the offertory chant begins (cf. no. 74).
an acolyte or other lay minister places the corporal, the purificator, the chalice, the pall, and the 

Missal on the altar.

140.   it is desirable that the participation of the faithful be expressed by an offering, whether of bread 
and wine for the celebration of the eucharist or of other gifts to relieve the needs of the church and of 
the poor.

the offerings of the faithful are received by the priest, assisted by the acolyte or other minister. 
the bread and wine for the eucharist are carried to the celebrant, who places them on the altar, while 
other gifts are put in another suitable place (cf. no. 73).

141.   the priest accepts the paten with the bread at the altar, holds it slightly raised above the altar 
with both hands and says quietly, Benedictus es, Domine (Blessed are you, Lord God). then he places the 
paten with the bread on the corporal.
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142.   after this, as the minister presents the cruets, the priest stands at the side of the altar and pours 
wine and a little water into the chalice, saying quietly, Per huius aquae (By the mystery of this water). he 
returns to the middle of the altar and with both hands raises the chalice a little, and says quietly, Bene-
dictus es, Domine (Blessed are you, Lord God). then he places the chalice on the corporal and, if appropri-
ate, covers it with a pall.

if, however, there is no offertory chant and the organ is not played, in the presentation of the 
bread and wine the priest may say the formulas of blessing aloud and the people acclaim, Blessed be 
God for ever.

143.   after placing the chalice on the altar, the priest bows profoundly and says quietly, In spiritu 
humilitatis (With humble spirit).

144.   if incense is being used, the priest then puts some in the thurible, blesses it without saying 
anything, and incenses the offerings, the cross, and the altar. While standing at the side of the altar, a 
minister incenses the priest and then the people.

145.   after the prayer In spiritu humilitatis (With humble spirit) or after the incensation, the priest 
washes his hands standing at the side of the altar and, as the minister pours the water, says quietly, 
Lava me, Domine (Wash me, O Lord).

146.   returning to the middle of the altar, and standing facing the people, the priest extends and then 
joins his hands, and calls upon the people to pray, saying, Orate, fratres (Pray, brethren). the people rise 
and make the response May the Lord accept the sacrifice, etc. then the priest, with hands extended, says 
the prayer over the offerings. at the end the people acclaim, Amen.

147.   then the priest begins the eucharistic prayer. in accordance with the rubrics (cf. no. 365), he 
selects a eucharistic prayer from those found in the Roman Missal or approved by the apostolic See. 
by its very nature, the eucharistic prayer requires that only the priest say it, in virtue of his ordination. 
the people, for their part, should associate themselves with the priest in faith and in silence, as well 
as by means of their interventions as prescribed in the course of the eucharistic prayer: namely, the 
responses in the preface dialogue, the Sanctus (Holy, Holy, Holy), the acclamation after the consecra-
tion, the acclamation Amen after the concluding doxology, as well as other acclamations approved by 
the conference of bishops with the recognitio of the holy See.

it is most appropriate that the priest sing those parts of the eucharistic prayer for which musical 
notation is provided.

148.   as he begins the eucharistic prayer, the priest extends his hands and sings or says, The Lord be 
with you. the people reply, And with your spirit. as he continues, saying, Lift up your hearts, he raises his 
hands. the people reply, We lift them up to the Lord. then the priest, with hands extended, adds, Let us 
give thanks to the Lord our God, and the people reply, It is right and just. after this, the priest, with hands 
extended, continues the preface. at its conclusion, he joins his hands and, together with all those pres-
ent, sings or says aloud the Sanctus (Holy, Holy, Holy) (cf. no. 79 b).

149.   the priest continues the eucharistic prayer in accordance with the rubrics that are set out in each 
of the prayers.

if the celebrant is a bishop, in the prayers, after the words N., our Pope, he adds, and me, 
your unworthy servant. if, however, the bishop is celebrating outside his own diocese, after the words 
with . . . N., our Pope, he adds, my brother N., the Bishop of this Church, and me, your unworthy servant; or 
after the words especially . . . N., our Pope, he adds, my brother N., the Bishop of this Church, and me, your 
unworthy servant.
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the Diocesan bishop, or one who is equivalent to the Diocesan bishop in law, must be men-
tioned by means of this formula: together with your servant N., our Pope, and N., our Bishop (or Vicar, 
Prelate, Prefect, Abbot).

it is permitted to mention coadjutor bishop and auxiliary bishops in the eucharistic prayer, but 
not other bishops who happen to be present. When several are to be mentioned, this is done with the 
collective formula: N., our Bishop and his assistant Bishops.

in each of the eucharistic prayers, these formulas are to be adapted according to the require-
ments of grammar.

150.   a little before the consecration, if appropriate, a minister rings a small bell as a signal to the 
faithful. the minister also rings the small bell at each elevation by the priest, according to local custom.

if incense is being used, when the host and the chalice are shown to the people after the conse-
cration, a minister incenses them.

151.   after the consecration when the priest has said, The mystery of faith, the people pronounce the 
acclamation, using one of the prescribed formulas.

at the end of the eucharistic prayer, the priest takes the paten with the host and the chalice and 
elevates them both while pronouncing alone the doxology Through him. at the end the people acclaim, 
Amen. after this, the priest places the paten and the chalice on the corporal.

152.   after the eucharistic prayer is concluded, the priest, with hands joined, says alone the introduction 
to the Lord’s prayer, and then with hands extended, he pronounces the prayer together with the people.

153.   after the Lord’s prayer is concluded, the priest, with hands extended, says alone the embolism 
Libera nos (Deliver us, Lord). at the end, the people acclaim, For the kingdom.

154.   then the priest, with hands extended, says aloud the prayer Domine Iesu Christe, qui dixisti (Lord 
Jesus Christ, who said to your Apostles) and when it is concluded, extending and then joining his hands, 
he announces the greeting of peace, facing the people and saying, The peace of the Lord be with you 
always. the people reply, And with your spirit. after this, if appropriate, the priest adds, Let us offer each 
other the sign of peace.

the priest may give the Sign of peace to the ministers but always remains within the sanctuary, 
so that the celebration is not disrupted.  in the Dioceses of the united States of america, for a good 
reason, on special occasions (for example, in the case of a funeral, a wedding, or when civic leaders 
are present), the priest may offer the Sign of peace to a small number of the faithful near the sanctuary. 
according to what is decided by the conference of bishops, all express to one another peace, commu-
nion, and charity. While the Sign of peace is being given, it is permissible to say, The peace of the Lord be 
with you always, to which the reply is Amen.

155.   after this, the priest takes the host, breaks it over the paten, and places a small piece in the chal-
ice, saying quietly, Haec commixtio (May this mingling). Meanwhile the Agnus Dei (Lamb of God) is sung 
or said by the choir and by the people (cf. no. 83).

156.   then the priest, with hands joined, says quietly the prayer for communion, either Domine Iesu 
Christe, Fili Dei vivi (Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the living God) or Perceptio Corporis et Sanguinis tui (May the 
receiving of your Body and Blood).

157.   When the prayer is concluded, the priest genuflects, takes a host consecrated at the same Mass, 
and, holding it slightly raised above the paten or above the chalice, facing the people, says, Ecce Agnus 
Dei (Behold the Lamb of God) and together with the people he adds, Lord, I am not worthy.
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158.   after this, standing facing the altar, the priest says quietly, Corpus Christi custodiat me in vitam 
aeternam (May the Body of Christ keep me safe for eternal life), and reverently consumes the body of christ. 
then he takes the chalice, saying quietly, Sanguis Christi custodiat me in vitam aeternam (May the Blood of 
Christ keep me safe for eternal life), and reverently partakes of the blood of christ.

159.   While the priest is receiving the Sacrament, the communion chant begins (cf. no. 86).

160.   the priest then takes the paten or ciborium and approaches the communicants, who usually 
come up in procession.

it is not permitted for the faithful to take the consecrated bread or the sacred chalice by themselves 
and, still less, to hand them on from one to another among themselves. the norm established for the 
Dioceses of the united States of america is that holy communion is to be received standing, unless 
an individual member of the faithful wishes to receive communion while kneeling (congregation 
for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments, instruction Redemptionis Sacramentum, 
March 25, 2004, no. 91).  

When receiving holy communion, the communicant bows his or her head before the Sacrament 
as a gesture of reverence and receives the body of the Lord from the minister.  the consecrated host 
may be received either on the tongue or in the hand, at the discretion of each communicant.  When 
holy communion is received under both kinds, the sign of reverence is also made before receiving 
the precious blood.

161.   if communion is given only under the species of bread, the priest raises the host slightly and 
shows it to each, saying, The Body of Christ. the communicant replies, Amen, and receives the Sacra-
ment either on the tongue or, where this is allowed, in the hand, the choice lying with the communi-
cant. as soon as the communicant receives the host, he or she consumes the whole of it.

if, however, communion is given under both kinds, the rite prescribed in nos. 284-287 is to  
be followed.

162.   in the distribution of communion the priest may be assisted by other priests who happen to be 
present. if such priests are not present and there is a truly large number of communicants, the priest 
may call upon extraordinary ministers to assist him, that is, duly instituted acolytes or even other 
faithful who have been duly deputed for this purpose.96 in case of necessity, the priest may depute 
suitable faithful for this single occasion.97

these ministers should not approach the altar before the priest has received communion, and 
they are always to receive from the hands of the priest celebrant the vessel containing the species of 
the Most holy eucharist for distribution to the faithful. 

163.   When the distribution of communion is over, the priest himself immediately and completely 
consumes at the altar any consecrated wine that happens to remain; as for any consecrated hosts that 
are left, he either consumes them at the altar or carries them to the place designated for the reservation 
of the eucharist.

upon returning to the altar, the priest collects the fragments, should any remain, and he stands 
at the altar or at the credence table and purifies the paten or ciborium over the chalice, and after this 
purifies the chalice, saying quietly the formula Quod ore sumpsimus, Domine (What has passed our lips), 
and dries the chalice with a purificator. if the vessels are purified at the altar, they are carried to the 
credence table by a minister. Nevertheless, it is also permitted to leave vessels needing to be purified, 

96 Cf. Sacred Congregation for the Sacraments and Divine Worship, Instruction, inaestimabile donum, April 3, 1980, no. 10: 
acta apostolicae sedis 72 (1980), p. 336; Interdicasterial Instruction on certain questions regarding the collaboration of 
the non-ordained faithful in the sacred ministry of Priests, ecclesiae de mysterio, August 15, 1997, art. 8: acta apostolicae 
sedis 89 (1997), p. 871. 

97 Cf. Roman missal, Appendix III, Rite of Deputing a minister to Distribute Holy Communion on a Single Occasion.
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especially if there are several, on a corporal, suitably covered, either on the altar or on the credence 
table, and to purify them immediately after Mass, after the Dismissal of the people.

164.   after this, the priest may return to the chair. a sacred silence may now be observed for some 
time, or a psalm or other canticle of praise or a hymn may be sung (cf. no. 88).

165.   then, standing at the chair or at the altar, and facing the people with hands joined, the priest 
says, Let us pray; then, with hands extended, he recites the prayer after communion. a brief period of 
silence may precede the prayer, unless this has been already observed immediately after communion. 
at the end of the prayer the people acclaim, Amen.

The Concluding Rites

166.   When the prayer after communion is concluded, brief announcements should be made to the 
people, if there are any.

167.   then the priest, extending his hands, greets the people, saying, The Lord be with you. they reply, 
And with your spirit. the priest, joining his hands again and then immediately placing his left hand on 
his breast, raises his right hand and adds, May almighty God bless you and, as he makes the Sign of the 
cross over the people, he continues, the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. all reply, Amen.

on certain days and occasions this blessing, in accordance with the rubrics, is expanded and 
expressed by a prayer over the people or another more solemn formula.

a bishop blesses the people with the appropriate formula, making the Sign of the cross three 
times over the people.98

168.   immediately after the blessing, with hands joined, the priest adds, Ite, missa est (Go forth, the Mass 
is ended) and all reply, Thanks be to God.

169.   then the priest venerates the altar as usual with a kiss and, after making a profound bow with 
the lay ministers, he withdraws with them.

170.   if, however, another liturgical action follows the Mass, the concluding rites, that is, the greet-
ing, the blessing, and the Dismissal, are omitted.

b) Mass with a Deacon

171.   When he is present at the celebration of the eucharist, a Deacon should exercise his ministry, 
wearing sacred vestments. in fact, the Deacon:

a)  assists the priest and walks at his side;
b)  ministers at the altar, both as regards the chalice and the book;
c)  proclaims the gospel and may, at the direction of the priest celebrant, give the homily  

(cf. no. 66);
d)  guides the faithful people by giving appropriate instructions, and announces the intentions 

of the universal prayer;
e)  assists the priest celebrant in distributing communion, and purifies and arranges the  

sacred vessels;
f)  carries out the duties of other ministers himself, if necessary, when none of them is present.

98 Cf. Caeremoniale episcoporum, editio typica, 1984, nos. 1118-1121. 
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The Introductory Rites

172.   carrying the Book of the Gospels slightly elevated, the Deacon precedes the priest as he approaches 
the altar or else walks at the priest’s side.

173.   When he reaches the altar, if he is carrying the Book of the Gospels, he omits the sign of reverence 
and goes up to the altar. it is a praiseworthy practice for him to place the Book of the Gospels on the altar, 
after which, together with the priest, he venerates the altar with a kiss.

if, however, he is not carrying the Book of the Gospels, he makes a profound bow to the altar with 
the priest in the customary way and with him venerates the altar with a kiss.

Lastly, if incense is being used, he assists the priest in putting some into the thurible and in 
incensing the cross and the altar.

174.   once the altar has been incensed, the Deacon goes to the chair together with the priest and there 
stands at the priest’s side and assists him as necessary.

The Liturgy of the Word

175.   During the singing of the Alleluia or other chant, if incense is being used, the Deacon ministers 
to the priest as he puts incense into the thurible. then, bowing profoundly before the priest, he asks 
for the blessing, saying in a low voice, Your blessing, Father. the priest blesses him, saying, May the Lord 
be in your heart. the Deacon signs himself with the Sign of the cross and replies, Amen. having bowed 
to the altar, he then takes up the Book of the Gospels which was placed on it and proceeds to the ambo, 
carrying the book slightly elevated. he is preceded by a thurifer carrying a smoking thurible and by 
ministers with lighted candles. at the ambo the Deacon greets the people, with hands joined, saying, 
The Lord be with you. after this, at the words A reading from the holy Gospel, he signs with his thumb 
the book and then himself on his forehead, mouth, and breast. he incenses the book and proclaims 
the gospel reading. When this is done, he acclaims, The Gospel of the Lord, and all reply, Praise to you, 
Lord Jesus Christ. he then venerates the book with a kiss, saying quietly the formula Per evangelica dicta 
(Through the words of the Gospel), and returns to the priest’s side.

When the Deacon is assisting the bishop, he carries the book to him to be kissed, or else kisses it 
himself, saying quietly the formula Per evangelica dicta (Through the words of the Gospel). in more solemn 
celebrations, if appropriate, the bishop may impart a blessing to the people with the Book of the Gospels.

Lastly, the Deacon may carry the Book of the Gospels to the credence table or to another suitable 
and dignified place.

176.   Moreover, if there is no other suitable reader present, the Deacon should proclaim the other 
readings as well.

177.   after the introduction by the priest, it is the Deacon himself who announces the intentions of the 
universal prayer, usually from the ambo.

The Liturgy of the Eucharist

178.   after the universal prayer, while the priest remains at the chair, the Deacon prepares the altar, 
assisted by the acolyte, but it is the Deacon’s place to take care of the sacred vessels himself. he also 
assists the priest in receiving the people’s gifts. after this, he hands the priest the paten with the bread 
to be consecrated, pours wine and a little water into the chalice, saying quietly, By the mystery of this 
water, etc., and after this presents the chalice to the priest. he may also carry out the preparation of the 
chalice at the credence table. if incense is being used, the Deacon assists the priest during the incensa-
tion of the offerings, the cross, and the altar; and after this the Deacon himself or the acolyte incenses 
the priest and the people.
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179.   During the eucharistic prayer, the Deacon stands near the priest, but slightly behind him, so that 
when necessary he may assist the priest with the chalice or the Missal.

from the epiclesis until the priest shows the chalice, the Deacon usually remains kneeling. if 
several Deacons are present, one of them may place incense in the thurible for the consecration and 
incense the host and the chalice at the elevation.

180.   at the concluding doxology of the eucharistic prayer, the Deacon stands next to the priest, and 
holds the chalice elevated while the priest elevates the paten with the host, until the people have 
acclaimed, Amen.

181.   after the priest has said the prayer for the rite of peace and the greeting The peace of the Lord be 
with you always and the people have replied, And with your spirit, the Deacon, if appropriate, says the 
invitation to the Sign of peace. With hands joined, he faces the people and says, Let us offer each other the 
sign of peace. then he himself receives the Sign of peace from the priest and may offer it to those other 
ministers who are nearest to him.

182.   after the priest’s communion, the Deacon receives communion under both kinds from the 
priest himself and then assists the priest in distributing communion to the people. if communion is 
given under both kinds, the Deacon himself administers the chalice to the communicants; and, when 
the distribution is over, standing at the altar, he immediately and reverently consumes all of the blood 
of christ that remains, assisted, if the case requires, by other Deacons and priests.

183.  When the distribution of communion is over, the Deacon returns to the altar with the priest, 
collects the fragments, should any remain, and then carries the chalice and other sacred vessels to 
the credence table, where he purifies them and arranges them as usual, while the priest returns to the 
chair. Nevertheless, it is also permitted to leave vessels needing to be purified on a corporal, suitably 
covered, on the credence table, and to purify them immediately after Mass, following the Dismissal 
of the people.

The Concluding Rites

184.  once the prayer after communion has been said, the Deacon makes brief announcements to the 
people, if indeed any need to be made, unless the priest prefers to do this himself.

185.  if a prayer over the people or a formula of Solemn blessing is used, the Deacon says, Bow down for 
the blessing. after the priest’s blessing, the Deacon, with hands joined and facing the people, dismisses 
the people, saying, Ite, missa est (Go forth, the Mass is ended).

186.   then, together with the priest, the Deacon venerates the altar with a kiss, makes a profound 
bow, and withdraws in a manner similar to the entrance procession.

c) the functions of the acolyte

187.   the functions that the acolyte may carry out are of various kinds and several may occur at the 
same moment. hence, it is desirable that these duties be suitably distributed among several acolytes. 
if, in fact, only one acolyte is present, he should perform the more important duties while the rest are 
to be distributed among several ministers.

The Introductory Rites

188.   in the procession to the altar, the acolyte may carry the cross, walking between two ministers 
with lighted candles. upon reaching the altar, however, the acolyte places the cross upright near the 
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altar so that it may serve as the altar cross; otherwise, he puts it away in a dignified place. then he 
takes his place in the sanctuary.

189.   through the entire celebration, it is for the acolyte to approach the priest or the Deacon, when-
ever necessary, in order to present the book to them and to assist them in any other way required. thus 
it is appropriate that, in so far as possible, the acolyte should occupy a place from which he can easily 
carry out his ministry either at the chair or at the altar.

The Liturgy of the Eucharist

190.   in the absence of a Deacon, after the universal prayer and while the priest remains at the chair, 
the acolyte places the corporal, the purificator, the chalice, the pall, and the Missal on the altar. then, 
if necessary, the acolyte assists the priest in receiving the gifts of the people and, if appropriate, brings 
the bread and wine to the altar and hands them to the priest. if incense is being used, the acolyte pres-
ents the thurible to the priest and assists him while he incenses the offerings, the cross, and the altar. 
then the acolyte incenses the priest and the people.

191.   a duly instituted acolyte, as an extraordinary minister, may, if necessary, assist the priest in 
distributing communion to the people.99 if communion is given under both kinds, in the absence of 
a Deacon, the acolyte administers the chalice to the communicants or holds the chalice if communion 
is given by intinction.

192.   Likewise, after the distribution of communion is complete, a duly instituted acolyte helps the 
priest or Deacon to purify and arrange the sacred vessels. in the absence of a Deacon, a duly insti-
tuted acolyte carries the sacred vessels to the credence table and there purifies them, wipes them, and 
arranges them as usual.

193.   after the celebration of Mass, the acolyte and other ministers return together with the Dea-
con and the priest in procession to the sacristy, in the same manner and in the same order in which  
they entered.

D) the functions of the reader

Introductory Rites

194.   in the procession to the altar, in the absence of a Deacon, the reader, wearing approved attire, 
may carry the Book of the Gospels, slightly elevated. in that case, the reader walks in front of the priest 
but otherwise walks along with the other ministers.

195.   upon reaching the altar, the reader makes a profound bow with the others. if he is carrying the 
Book of the Gospels, he approaches the altar and places the Book of the Gospels upon it. then the reader 
takes his own place in the sanctuary with the other ministers.

The Liturgy of the Word

196.   the reader reads from the ambo the readings that precede the gospel. in the absence of a psalm-
ist, the reader may also proclaim the responsorial psalm after the first reading.

99 Paul VI, Apostolic Letter, ministeria quaedam, August 15, 1972: acta apostolicae sedis 64 (1972), p. 532.
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197.   in the absence of a Deacon, the reader, after the introduction by the priest, may announce the 
intentions of the universal prayer from the ambo.

198.   if there is no singing at the entrance or at communion and the antiphons given in the Missal are 
not recited by the faithful, the reader may read them at an appropriate time (cf. nos. 48, 87).

II. CONCELEBRATED mASS

199.   concelebration, by which the unity of the priesthood, of the Sacrifice, and also of the whole 
people of god is appropriately expressed, is prescribed by the rite itself for the ordination of a bishop 
and of priests, at the blessing of an abbot, and at the chrism Mass.

it is recommended, moreover, unless the good of the christian faithful requires or suggests oth-
erwise, at:

a) the evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper;
b) the Mass during councils, gatherings of bishops, and Synods;
c) the conventual Mass and the principal Mass in churches and oratories;
d) Masses at any kind of gathering of priests, either secular or religious.100

every priest, however, is allowed to celebrate the eucharist individually, though not at the same 
time as a concelebration is taking place in the same church or oratory. however, on holy thursday, 
and for the Mass of the easter vigil, it is not permitted to celebrate Mass individually.

200.   visiting priests should be gladly admitted to concelebration of the eucharist, provided their 
priestly standing has been ascertained.

201.   When there is a large number of priests, concelebration may take place even several times on the 
same day, where necessity or pastoral advantage commend it. however, this must be done at different 
times or in distinct sacred places.101

202.   it is for the bishop, in accordance with the norm of law, to regulate the discipline for concelebra-
tion in all churches and oratories of his diocese.

203.   to be held in particularly high regard is that concelebration in which the priests of any given 
diocese concelebrate with their own bishop at a stational Mass, especially on the more solemn days of 
the liturgical year, at the ordination Mass of a new bishop of the diocese or of his coadjutor or aux-
iliary, at the chrism Mass, at the evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper, at celebrations of the founder 
Saint of a local church or the patron of the diocese, on anniversaries of the bishop, and, lastly, on the 
occasion of a Synod or a pastoral visitation.

in the same way, concelebration is recommended whenever priests gather together with their 
own bishop whether on the occasion of a retreat or at any other gathering. in these cases the sign of the 
unity of the priesthood and also of the church inherent in every concelebration is made more clearly 
manifest.102

100 Cf. Second Ecumenical Council of the Vatican, Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, sacrosanctum Concilium, no. 57; Code 
of Canon law, can. 902. 

101 Cf. Sacred Congregation of Rites, Instruction, eucharisticum mysterium, may 25, 1967, no. 47: acta apostolicae sedis 59 
(1967), p. 566.

102 Cf. ibidem, no. 47: p. 565.
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204.   for a particular reason, having to do either with the significance of the rite or of the festivity, the 
faculty is given to celebrate or concelebrate more than once on the same day in the following cases:

a)  a priest who has celebrated or concelebrated the chrism Mass on thursday of holy Week 
may also celebrate or concelebrate the evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper;

b)  a priest who has celebrated or concelebrated the Mass of the easter vigil may celebrate or 
concelebrate Mass during the day on easter Sunday;

c)  on the Nativity of the Lord (christmas Day), all priests may celebrate or concelebrate three 
Masses, provided the Masses are celebrated at their proper times of day;

d)  on the commemoration of all the faithful Departed (all Souls’ Day), all priests may cel-
ebrate or concelebrate three Masses, provided that the celebrations take place at different 
times, and with due regard for what has been laid down regarding the application of second 
and third Masses;103

e)  a priest who concelebrates with the bishop or his delegate at a Synod or pastoral visitation, 
or concelebrates on the occasion of a gathering of priests, may celebrate Mass again for 
the benefit of the faithful. this holds also, with due regard for the prescriptions of law, for 
groups of religious.

205.   a concelebrated Mass, whatever its form, is arranged in accordance with the norms commonly 
in force (cf. nos. 112-198), observing or adapting however what is set out below.

206.   No one is ever to join a concelebration or to be admitted as a concelebrant once the Mass has 
already begun.

207.  in the sanctuary there should be prepared:

a)  seats and texts for the concelebrating priests;
b)  on the credence table: a chalice of sufficient size or else several chalices.

208.   if a Deacon is not present, the functions proper to him are to be carried out by some of the 
concelebrants.

if other ministers are also absent, their proper parts may be entrusted to other suitable faithful 
laypeople; otherwise, they are carried out by some of the concelebrants.

209.   the concelebrants put on in the vesting room, or other suitable place, the sacred vestments they 
customarily wear when celebrating Mass individually. however, should a just cause arise (e.g., a more 
considerable number of concelebrants or a lack of vestments), concelebrants other than the principal 
celebrant may omit the chasuble and simply wear the stole over the alb.

The Introductory Rites

210.   When everything has been properly arranged, the procession moves as usual through the church 
to the altar. the concelebrating priests walk ahead of the principal celebrant.

211.   on arriving at the altar, the concelebrants and the principal celebrant, after making a profound 
bow, venerate the altar with a kiss, then go to their designated seats. as for the principal celebrant, if 
appropriate, he incenses the cross and the altar and then goes to the chair.

103 Cf. Benedict XV, Apostolic Constitution, incruentum altaris sacrificium, August 10, 1915: acta apostolicae sedis 7 (1915), 
pp. 401-404.
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The Liturgy of the Word

212.  During the Liturgy of the Word, the concelebrants remain at their places, sitting or standing 
whenever the principal celebrant does.

When the Alleluia is begun, all rise, except for a bishop, who puts incense into the thurible with-
out saying anything and blesses the Deacon or, in the absence of a Deacon, the concelebrant who is to 
proclaim the gospel. however, in a concelebration where a priest presides, the concelebrant who in 
the absence of a Deacon proclaims the gospel neither requests nor receives the blessing of the princi-
pal celebrant.

213.   the homily is usually given by the principal celebrant or by one of the concelebrants.

The Liturgy of the Eucharist

214.   the preparation of the gifts (cf. nos. 139-146) is carried out by the principal celebrant, while the 
other concelebrants remain at their places.

215.  after the prayer over the offerings has been said by the principal celebrant, the concelebrants 
approach the altar and stand around it, but in such a way that they do not obstruct the execution of 
the rites and that the sacred action may be seen clearly by the faithful. Nor should they obstruct the 
Deacon whenever he needs to approach the altar by reason of his ministry.

the Deacon exercises his ministry near the altar, assisting whenever necessary with the chalice 
and the Missal. however, in so far as possible, he stands back slightly, behind the concelebrating 
priests standing around the principal celebrant.

The Manner of Pronouncing the Eucharistic Prayer

216.   the preface is sung or said by the principal priest celebrant alone; but the Sanctus (Holy, Holy, 
Holy) is sung or recited by all the concelebrants, together with the people and the choir.

217.   after the Sanctus (Holy, Holy, Holy), the concelebrating priests continue the eucharistic prayer 
in the way described below. only the principal celebrant makes the gestures, unless other indications 
are given.

218.   the parts pronounced by all the concelebrants together and especially the words of consecra-
tion, which all are obliged to say, are to be recited in such a manner that the concelebrants speak them 
in a low voice and that the principal celebrant’s voice is heard clearly. in this way the words can be 
more easily understood by the people.

it is a praiseworthy practice for the parts that are to be said by all the concelebrants together and 
for which musical notation is provided in the Missal to be sung.

Eucharistic Prayer I, or the Roman Canon

219.   in eucharistic prayer i, or the roman canon, the Te igitur (To you, therefore, most merciful Father) 
is said by the principal celebrant alone, with hands extended.

220.   it is appropriate that the commemoration (Memento) of the living and the Communicantes (In 
communion with those) be assigned to one or other of the concelebrating priests, who then pronounces 
these prayers alone, with hands extended, and in a loud voice.

221.   the Hanc igitur (Therefore, Lord, we pray) is said once again by the principal celebrant alone, with 
hands extended.
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222.   from the Quam oblationem (Be pleased, O God, we pray) up to and including the Supplices (In 
humble prayer we ask you, almighty God), the principal celebrant alone makes the gestures, while all the 
concelebrants pronounce everything together, in this manner:

a)  the Quam oblationem (Be pleased, O God, we pray) with hands extended toward the offerings;
b)  the Qui pridie (On the day before he was to suffer) and the Simili modo (In a similar way) with 

hands joined;
c)  the words of the Lord, with each extending his right hand toward the bread and toward the 

chalice, if this seems appropriate; and at the elevation looking toward them and after this 
bowing profoundly;

d)  the Unde et memores (Therefore, O Lord, as we celebrate the memorial) and the Supra quae (Be 
pleased to look upon) with hands extended;

e)  for the Supplices (In humble prayer we ask you, almighty God) up to and including the words 
through this participation at the altar, bowing with hands joined; then standing upright and 
crossing themselves at the words may be filled with every grace and heavenly blessing.

223.   it is appropriate that the commemoration (Memento) of the dead and the Nobis quoque peccatori-
bus (To us, also, your servants) be assigned to one or other of the concelebrants, who pronounces them 
alone, with hands extended, and in a loud voice.

224.   at the words To us, also, your servants, who though sinners, of the Nobis quoque peccatoribus, all the 
concelebrants strike their breast.

225.   the Per quem haec omnia (Through whom you continue) is said by the principal celebrant alone.

Eucharistic Prayer II

226.   in eucharistic prayer ii, the part You are indeed Holy, O Lord is pronounced by the principal cel-
ebrant alone, with hands extended.

227.   in the parts from Make holy, therefore, these gifts to the end of Humbly we pray, all the concelebrants 
pronounce everything together as follows:

a)  the part Make holy, therefore, these gifts, with hands extended toward the offerings;
b)  the parts At the time he was betrayed and In a similar way with hands joined;
c)  the words of the Lord, with each extending his right hand toward the bread and toward the 

chalice, if this seems appropriate; and at the elevation looking toward them and after this 
bowing profoundly;

d)  the parts Therefore, as we celebrate and Humbly we pray with hands extended.

228.   it is appropriate that the intercessions for the living, Remember, Lord, your Church, and for the dead, 
Remember also our brothers and sisters, be assigned to one or other of the concelebrants, who pronounces 
them alone, with hands extended, and in a loud voice.

Eucharistic Prayer III

229.   in eucharistic prayer iii, the part You are indeed Holy, O Lord is pronounced by the principal cel-
ebrant alone, with hands extended.

230.   in the parts from Therefore, O Lord, we humbly implore you to the end of Look, we pray upon the obla-
tion, all the concelebrants pronounce everything together as follows:

a)  the part Therefore, O Lord, we humbly implore you with hands extended toward the offerings;
b)  the parts For on the night he was betrayed and In a similar way with hands joined;
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c)  the words of the Lord, with each extending his right hand toward the bread and toward the 
chalice, if this seems appropriate; and at the elevation looking toward them and after this 
bowing profoundly;

d)  the parts Therefore, O Lord, as we celebrate the memorial and Look, we pray, upon the oblation with 
hands extended.

231.   it is appropriate that the intercessions May he make of us an eternal offering to you, and May this 
Sacrifice of our reconciliation, and To our departed brothers and sisters be assigned to one or other of the 
concelebrants, who pronounces them alone, with hands extended, and in a loud voice.

Eucharistic Prayer IV

232.   in eucharistic prayer iv, the part We give you praise, Father most holy up to and including the 
words he might sanctify creation to the full is pronounced by the principal celebrant alone, with hands 
extended.

233.   in the parts from Therefore, O Lord, we pray to the end of Look, O Lord, upon the Sacrifice, all the 
concelebrants pronounce everything together as follows:

a)  the part Therefore, O Lord, we pray with hands extended toward the offerings;
b)  the parts For when the hour had come and In a similar way with hands joined;
c)  the words of the Lord, with each extending his right hand toward the bread and toward the 

chalice, if this seems appropriate; and at the elevation looking toward them and after this 
bowing profoundly;

d)  the parts Therefore, O Lord, as we now celebrate and Look, O Lord, upon the Sacrifice with 
hands extended.

 
234.   it is appropriate that the intercessions Therefore, Lord, remember now and To all of us, your children 
be assigned to one or other of the concelebrants, who pronounces them alone, with hands extended, 
and in a loud voice.

235.   as for other eucharistic prayers approved by the apostolic See, the norms laid down for each 
one are to be observed.

236.   the concluding doxology of the eucharistic prayer is pronounced solely by the principal priest 
celebrant or together, if this is desired, with the other concelebrants, but not by the faithful.

The Communion Rite

237.   then the principal celebrant, with hands joined, says the introduction to the Lord’s prayer. Next, 
with hands extended, he says the Lord’s prayer itself together with the other concelebrants, who also 
pray with hands extended, and together with the people.

238.   the Libera nos (Deliver us) is said by the principal celebrant alone, with hands extended. all the 
concelebrants, together with the people, pronounce the concluding acclamation For the kingdom.

239.   after the Deacon or, in the absence of a Deacon, one of the concelebrants, has given the instruc-
tion Let us offer each other the sign of peace, all give one another the Sign of peace. those concelebrants 
nearer the principal celebrant receive the Sign of peace from him before the Deacon does.

240.   During the Agnus Dei (Lamb of God), the Deacons or some of the concelebrants may help the 
principal celebrant to break the hosts for the communion of both the concelebrants and the people.
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241.   after the commingling, the principal celebrant alone, with hands joined, quietly says either the 
prayer Domine Iesu Christe, Fili Dei vivi (Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the living God) or the prayer Perceptio 
Corporis et Sanguinis tui (May the receiving of your Body and Blood).

242.   once the prayer for communion has been said, the principal celebrant genuflects and steps 
back a little. then one after another the concelebrants come to the middle of the altar, genuflect, and 
reverently take the body of christ from the altar. then holding it in their right hand, with the left hand 
placed underneath, they return to their places. however, the concelebrants may remain in their places 
and take the body of christ from the paten held for them by the principal celebrant or held by one 
or more of the concelebrants passing in front of them, or they may do so by handing the paten one to 
another, and so to the last of them.

243.   then the principal celebrant takes a host consecrated in the same Mass, holds it slightly raised 
above the paten or the chalice, and, facing the people, says the Ecce Agnus Dei (Behold the Lamb of God). 
With the concelebrants and the people he continues, saying the Domine, non sum dignus (Lord, I am not 
worthy).

244.   then the principal celebrant, facing the altar, says quietly, Corpus Christi custodiat me in vitam 
aeternam (May the Body of Christ keep me safe for eternal life), and reverently receives the body of christ. 
the concelebrants do likewise, giving themselves communion. after them the Deacon receives the 
body and blood of the Lord from the principal celebrant.

245.   the blood of the Lord may be consumed either by drinking from the chalice directly, or by 
intinction, or by means of a tube or a spoon.

246.   if communion is consumed by drinking directly from the chalice, one of these procedures may 
be followed:

a)  the principal celebrant, standing at the middle of the altar, takes the chalice and says quietly, 
Sanguis Christi custodiat me in vitam aeternam (May the Blood of Christ keep me safe for eternal 
life). he consumes a little of the blood of christ and hands the chalice to the Deacon or a 
concelebrant. he then distributes communion to the faithful (cf. nos. 160-162).

  the concelebrants approach the altar one after another or, if two chalices are used, two 
by two. they genuflect, partake of the blood of christ, wipe the rim of the chalice, and return 
to their seats.

b)  the principal celebrant consumes the blood of the Lord standing as usual at the middle of 
the altar.

  the concelebrants, however, may partake of the blood of the Lord while remaining in 
their places and drinking from the chalice presented to them by the Deacon or by one of the 
concelebrants, or even passed from one to the other. the chalice is always wiped either by 
the one who drinks from it or by the one who presents it. after each has communicated, he 
returns to his seat.

247.   the Deacon reverently drinks at the altar all of the blood of christ that remains, assisted, if the 
case requires, by some of the concelebrants. he then carries the chalice to the credence table and there 
he or a duly instituted acolyte purifies it, wipes it, and arranges it as usual (cf. no. 183).

248.   the communion of the concelebrants may also be arranged in such a way that each communi-
cates from the body of the Lord at the altar and, immediately afterwards, from the blood of the Lord.

in this case the principal celebrant receives communion under both kinds in the usual way (cf. 
no. 158), observing, however, the rite chosen in each particular instance for communion from the 
chalice; and the other concelebrants should do the same. 
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after the principal celebrant’s communion, the chalice is placed at the side of the altar on 
another corporal. the concelebrants approach the middle of the altar one by one, genuflect, and com-
municate from the body of the Lord; then they move to the side of the altar and partake of the blood 
of the Lord, following the rite chosen for communion from the chalice, as has been remarked above.

the communion of the Deacon and the purification of the chalice take place as described above.

249.   if the concelebrants’ communion is by intinction, the principal celebrant partakes of the body 
and blood of the Lord in the usual way, but making sure that enough of the precious blood remains 
in the chalice for the communion of the concelebrants. then the Deacon, or one of the concelebrants, 
arranges the chalice together with the paten containing particles of the host, if appropriate, either in 
the center of the altar or at the side on another corporal.

the concelebrants approach the altar one by one, genuflect, and take a particle, intinct it partly 
into the chalice, and, holding a purificator under their mouth, consume the intincted particle. they 
then return to their places as at the beginning of Mass.

the Deacon also receives communion by intinction and to the concelebrant’s words, Corpus et 
Sanguis Christi (The Body and Blood of Christ) replies, Amen. Moreover, the Deacon consumes at the altar 
all that remains of the precious blood, assisted, if the case requires, by some of the concelebrants. he 
carries the chalice to the credence table and there he or a duly instituted acolyte purifies it, wipes it, 
and arranges it as usual.

The Concluding Rites

250.   everything else until the end of Mass is done by the principal celebrant in the usual way (cf. nos. 
166-168), with the other concelebrants remaining at their seats.

251.   before leaving the altar, the concelebrants make a profound bow to the altar. for his part the 
principal celebrant, along with the Deacon, venerates the altar as usual with a kiss.

III. mASS AT WHICH ONLY ONE mINISTER PARTICIPATES

252.   at a Mass celebrated by a priest with only one minister to assist him and to make the responses, 
the rite of Mass with the people is followed (cf. nos. 120-169), the minister saying the people’s parts  
if appropriate.

253.   if, however, the minister is a Deacon, he performs his proper functions (cf. nos. 171-186) and 
likewise carries out the other parts, that is, those of the people.

254.   Mass should not be celebrated without a minister, or at least one of the faithful, except for a just 
and reasonable cause. in this case, the greetings, the instructions, and the blessing at the end of Mass 
are omitted.

255.   before Mass, the necessary vessels are prepared either at the credence table or on the right hand 
side of the altar.

The Introductory Rites

256.  the priest approaches the altar and, after making a profound bow along with the minister, vener-
ates the altar with a kiss and goes to the chair. if he wishes, the priest may remain at the altar; in which 
case, the Missal is also prepared there. then the minister or the priest says the entrance antiphon.
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257.   then the priest, standing, makes with the minister the Sign of the cross as the priest says, In the 
name of the Father, etc. facing the minister, he greets him, choosing one of the formulas provided.

258.   then the penitential act takes place, and, in accordance with the rubrics, the Kyrie and the Gloria 
in excelsis (Glory to God in the highest) are said.

259.   then, with hands joined, the priest pronounces, Let us pray, and after a suitable pause, with 
hands extended he pronounces the collect. at the end the minister acclaims, Amen.

The Liturgy of the Word

260.   the readings should, in so far as possible, be proclaimed from the ambo or a lectern.

261.   after the collect, the minister reads the first reading and psalm, the Second reading, when it 
is to be said, and the verse of the Alleluia or other chant.

262.   then the priest, bowing profoundly, says the prayer Munda cor meum (Cleanse my heart) and after 
this reads the gospel. at the end he says, The Gospel of the Lord, to which the minister replies, Praise to 
you, Lord Jesus Christ. the priest then venerates the book with a kiss, saying quietly the formula Per 
evangelica dicta (Through the words of the Gospel).

263.   after this, the priest says the Symbol or creed, in accordance with the rubrics, together with 
the minister.

264.   the universal prayer follows, which may be said even in this form of Mass. the priest intro-
duces and concludes it, with the minister announcing the intentions.

The Liturgy of the Eucharist

265.   in the Liturgy of the eucharist, everything is done as at Mass with the people, except for 
the following.

266.   after the acclamation at the end of the embolism that follows the Lord’s prayer, the priest says 
the prayer Domine Iesu Christe, qui dixisti (Lord Jesus Christ, who said to your Apostles). he then adds, The 
peace of the Lord be with you always, to which the minister replies, And with your spirit. if appropriate, the 
priest gives the Sign of peace to the minister.

267.   then, while he says the Agnus Dei (Lamb of God) with the minister, the priest breaks the host over 
the paten. after the Agnus Dei (Lamb of God), he performs the commingling, saying quietly the prayer 
Haec commixtio (May this mingling).

268.   after the commingling, the priest quietly says either the prayer Domine Iesu Christe, Fili Dei vivi 
(Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the living God) or the prayer Perceptio Corporis et Sanguinis tui (May the receiving 
of your Body and Blood). then he genuflects, takes the host, and, if the minister is to receive commu-
nion, turns to the minister and, holding the host a little above the paten or the chalice, says the Ecce 
Agnus Dei (Behold the Lamb of God), adding with the minister, Lord, I am not worthy. then facing the altar, 
the priest partakes of the body of christ. if, however, the minister does not receive communion, the 
priest, after genuflecting, takes the host and, facing the altar, says quietly, Lord, I am not worthy, etc., and 
the Corpus Christi custodiat me in vitam aeternam (May the Body of Christ keep me safe for eternal life), and 
consumes the body of christ. then he takes the chalice and says quietly, Sanguis Christi custodiat me in 
vitam aeternam (May the Blood of Christ keep me safe for eternal life), and consumes the blood of christ.
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269.   before communion is given to the minister, the communion antiphon is said by the minister or 
by the priest himself.

270.   the priest purifies the chalice at the credence table or at the altar. if the chalice is purified at the 
altar, it may be carried to the credence table by the minister or may be arranged once again on the altar, 
at the side.

271.   after the purification of the chalice, the priest should observe a brief pause for silence, and after 
this he says the prayer after communion.

The Concluding Rites

272.   the concluding rites are carried out as at a Mass with the people, but the Ite, missa est (Go forth, 
the Mass is ended) is omitted. the priest venerates the altar as usual with a kiss and, after making a 
profound bow with the minister, withdraws.

IV. SOmE GENERAL NORmS FOR ALL FORmS OF mASS

Veneration of the Altar and the Book of the Gospels

273.   according to traditional practice, the veneration of the altar and of the Book of the Gospels is done 
by means of a kiss. however, where a sign of this kind is not in harmony with the traditions or the 
culture of some region, it is for the conference of bishops to establish some other sign in its place, with 
the consent of the apostolic See.

Genuflections and Bows

274.   a genuflection, made by bending the right knee to the ground, signifies adoration, and therefore 
it is reserved for the Most blessed Sacrament, as well as for the holy cross from the solemn adoration 
during the liturgical celebration on good friday until the beginning of the easter vigil.

During Mass, three genuflections are made by the priest celebrant: namely, after the elevation 
of the host, after the elevation of the chalice, and before communion. certain specific features to be 
observed in a concelebrated Mass are noted in their proper place (cf. nos. 210-251).

if, however, the tabernacle with the Most blessed Sacrament is situated in the sanctuary, the 
priest, the Deacon, and the other ministers genuflect when they approach the altar and when they 
depart from it, but not during the celebration of Mass itself.

otherwise, all who pass before the Most blessed Sacrament genuflect, unless they are moving 
in procession.

Ministers carrying the processional cross or candles bow their heads instead of genuflecting.

275.   a bow signifies reverence and honor shown to the persons themselves or to the signs that repre-
sent them. there are two kinds of bow: a bow of the head and a bow of the body.

a)  a bow of the head is made when the three Divine persons are named together and at 
the names of Jesus, of the blessed virgin Mary, and of the Saint in whose honor Mass is  
being celebrated.

b)  a bow of the body, that is to say, a profound bow, is made to the altar; during the prayers 
Munda cor meum (Cleanse my heart) and In spiritu humilitatis (With humble spirit); in the creed at 
the words et incarnatus est (and by the Holy Spirit . . . and became man); in the roman canon at the 
Supplices te rogamus (In humble prayer we ask you, almighty God). the same kind of bow is made 
by the Deacon when he asks for a blessing before the proclamation of the gospel. in addition, 
the priest bows slightly as he pronounces the words of the Lord at the consecration.
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Incensation

276.   thurification or incensation is an expression of reverence and of prayer, as is signified in Sacred 
Scripture (cf. ps 140 [141]:2; rev 8:3).

incense may be used optionally in any form of Mass:

a)  during the entrance procession;
b)  at the beginning of Mass, to incense the cross and the altar;
c)  at the procession before the gospel and the proclamation of the gospel itself;
d)  after the bread and the chalice have been placed on the altar, to incense the offerings, the 

cross, and the altar, as well as the priest and the people;
e)  at the elevation of the host and the chalice after the consecration.

277.   the priest, having put incense into the thurible, blesses it with the Sign of the cross, without 
saying anything.

before and after an incensation, a profound bow is made to the person or object that is incensed, 
except for the altar and the offerings for the Sacrifice of the Mass.

three swings of the thurible are used to incense: the Most blessed Sacrament, a relic of the holy 
cross and images of the Lord exposed for public veneration, the offerings for the Sacrifice of the Mass, 
the altar cross, the Book of the Gospels, the paschal candle, the priest, and the people.

two swings of the thurible are used to incense relics and images of the Saints exposed for pub-
lic veneration; this should be done, however, only at the beginning of the celebration, following the 
incensation of the altar.

the altar is incensed with single swings of the thurible in this way:

a)  if the altar is freestanding with respect to the wall, the priest incenses walking around it;
b)  if the altar is not freestanding, the priest incenses it while walking first to the right hand side, 

then to the left.

the cross, if situated on the altar or near it, is incensed by the priest before he incenses the altar; 
otherwise, he incenses it when he passes in front of it.

the priest incenses the offerings with three swings of the thurible or by making the Sign of the 
cross over the offerings with the thurible before going on to incense the cross and the altar.

The Purification

278.   Whenever a fragment of the host adheres to his fingers, especially after the fraction or after the 
communion of the faithful, the priest should wipe his fingers over the paten or, if necessary, wash 
them. Likewise, he should also gather any fragments that may have fallen outside the paten.

279.   the sacred vessels are purified by the priest, the Deacon, or an instituted acolyte after commu-
nion or after Mass, in so far as possible at the credence table. the purification of the chalice is done 
with water alone or with wine and water, which is then consumed by whoever does the purification. 
the paten is wiped clean as usual with the purificator.

care is to be taken that whatever may remain of the blood of christ after the distribution of 
communion is consumed immediately and completely at the altar.

280.   if a host or any particle should fall, it is to be picked up reverently; and if any of the precious 
blood is spilled, the area where the spill occurred should be washed with water, and this water should 
then be poured into the sacrarium in the sacristy.
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Communion under Both Kinds

281.   holy communion has a fuller form as a sign when it takes place under both kinds. for in this 
form the sign of the eucharistic banquet is more clearly evident and clearer expression is given to the 
divine will by which the new and eternal covenant is ratified in the blood of the Lord, as also the 
connection between the eucharistic banquet and the eschatological banquet in the Kingdom of the 
father.104

282.   Sacred pastors should take care to ensure that the faithful who participate in the rite or are pres-
ent at it, are made aware by the most suitable means possible of the catholic teaching on the form of 
holy communion as laid down by the ecumenical council of trent. above all, they should instruct 
the christian faithful that the catholic faith teaches that christ, whole and entire, and the true Sacra-
ment, is received even under only one species, and hence that as regards the resulting fruits, those 
who receive under only one species are not deprived of any grace that is necessary for salvation.105

furthermore, they should teach that the church, in her administration of the Sacraments, has the 
power to lay down or alter whatever provisions, apart from the substance of the Sacraments, that she 
judges to be more readily conducive to reverence for the Sacraments and the good of the recipients, 
in view of changing conditions, times, and places.106 however, at the same time the faithful should be 
instructed to participate more readily in this sacred rite, by which the sign of the eucharistic banquet 
is made more fully evident.

283.   in addition to those cases given in the ritual books, communion under both kinds is permitted for:

a)  priests who are not able to celebrate or concelebrate Mass;
b)  the Deacon and others who perform some duty at the Mass;
c)  members of communities at the conventual Mass or the “community” Mass, along with semi-

narians, and all those engaged in a retreat or taking part in a spiritual or pastoral gathering.

the Diocesan bishop may establish norms for communion under both kinds for his own dio-
cese, which are also to be observed in churches of religious and at celebrations with small groups. 
the Diocesan bishop is also given the faculty to permit communion under both kinds whenever it 
may seem appropriate to the priest to whom a community has been entrusted as its own shepherd, 
provided that the faithful have been well instructed and that there is no danger of profanation of the 
Sacrament or of the rite’s becoming difficult because of the large number of participants or for some 
other cause.

in all that pertains to communion under both kinds, the Norms for the Distribution and Reception 
of Holy Communion under Both Kinds in the Dioceses of the United States of America are to be followed 
(particularly nos. 27-54).

284.   When communion is distributed under both kinds:

a)  the chalice is usually administered by a Deacon or, in the absence of a Deacon, by a priest, 
or even by a duly instituted acolyte or another extraordinary minister of holy communion, 
or by one of the faithful who, in a case of necessity, has been entrusted with this duty for a 
single occasion;

b)  whatever may remain of the blood of christ is consumed at the altar by the priest or the 
Deacon or the duly instituted acolyte who ministered the chalice. the same then purifies, 
wipes, and arranges the sacred vessels in the usual way.

104 Cf. Sacred Congregation of Rites, Instruction, eucharisticum mysterium, may 25, 1967, no. 32: acta apostolicae sedis 59 
(1967), p. 558. 

105 Cf. Ecumenical Council of Trent, Session XXI, Doctrina de communione sub utraque specie et parvulorum, July 16, 1562, 
chapters 1-3: Denzinger-Schönmetzer, nos. 1725-1729. 

106 Cf. ibidem, chapter 2: Denzinger-Schönmetzer, no. 1728.
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any of the faithful who wish to receive holy communion under the species of bread alone 
should be given communion in this form.

285.   for communion under both kinds the following should be prepared:

a)  if communion from the chalice is done by drinking directly from the chalice, a chalice of a suf-
ficiently large size or several chalices are prepared. however, care should be taken lest beyond 
what is needed of the blood of christ remains to be consumed at the end of the celebration.

b)  if communion from the chalice is done by intinction, the hosts should be neither too thin nor 
too small, but rather a little thicker than usual, so that after being intincted partly into the 
blood of christ they can still be easily distributed.

286.   if communion of the blood of christ is carried out by communicants’ drinking from the chalice, 
each communicant, after receiving the body of christ, moves to the minister of the chalice and stands 
facing him. the minister says, The Blood of Christ, the communicant replies, Amen, and the minister 
hands over the chalice, which the communicant raises to his or her mouth. each communicant drinks 
a little from the chalice, hands it back to the minister, and then withdraws; the minister wipes the rim 
of the chalice with the purificator.

287.   if communion from the chalice is carried out by intinction, each communicant, holding a 
communion-plate under the mouth, approaches the priest who holds a vessel with the sacred particles, 
with a minister standing at his side and holding the chalice. the priest takes a host, intincts it partly in 
the chalice and, showing it, says, The Body and Blood of Christ. the communicant replies, Amen, receives 
the Sacrament in the mouth from the priest, and then withdraws.
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CHAPTER V

The aRRaNgemeNT aND  
ORNameNTaTION Of ChURChes  

fOR The CelebRaTION Of The eUChaRIsT

I. GENERAL PRINCIPLES

288.  for the celebration of the eucharist, the people of god are normally gathered together in a 
church or, if there is no church or if it is too small, then in another respectable place that is nonetheless 
worthy of so great a mystery. therefore, churches or other places should be suitable for carrying out 
the sacred action and for ensuring the active participation of the faithful. Moreover, sacred buildings 
and requisites for divine worship should be truly worthy and beautiful and be signs and symbols of 
heavenly realities.107

289.  consequently, the church constantly seeks the noble assistance of the arts and admits the artistic 
expressions of all peoples and regions.108 in fact, just as she is intent on preserving the works of art and 
the artistic treasures handed down from past centuries109 and, in so far as necessary, on adapting them 
to new needs, so also she strives to promote new works of art that are in harmony with the character 
of each successive age.110

on account of this, in appointing artists and choosing works of art to be admitted into a church, 
what should be looked for is that true excellence in art which nourishes faith and devotion and accords 
authentically with both the meaning and the purpose for which it is intended.111

290.  all churches should be dedicated or at least blessed. cathedrals and parish churches, however, 
are to be dedicated with a solemn rite.

291.  for the proper construction, restoration, and arrangement of sacred buildings, all those involved 
should consult the diocesan commission for the Sacred Liturgy and sacred art. Moreover, the Diocesan 
bishop should employ the counsel and help of this commission whenever it comes to laying down 
norms on this matter, approving plans for new buildings, and making decisions on the more impor-
tant matters.112

292.  the ornamentation of a church should contribute toward its noble simplicity rather than to osten-
tation. Moreover, in the choice of elements attention should be paid to authenticity and there should be 
the intention of fostering the instruction of the faithful and the dignity of the entire sacred place.

107 Cf. Second Ecumenical Council of the Vatican, Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, sacrosanctum Concilium, nos. 122-124; 
Decree on the ministry and Life of Priests, Presbyterorum ordinis, no. 5; Sacred Congregation of Rites, Instruction, inter 
oecumenici, September 26, 1964, no. 90: acta apostolicae sedis 56 (1964), p. 897; Instruction, eucharisticum mysterium, 
may 25, 1967, no. 24: acta apostolicae sedis 59 (1967), p. 554; Code of Canon law, can. 932 §1.

108 Cf. Second Ecumenical Council of the Vatican, Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, sacrosanctum Concilium, no. 123.
109 Cf. Sacred Congregation of Rites, Instruction, eucharisticum mysterium, may 25, 1967, no. 24: acta apostolicae sedis 59 

(1967), p. 554. 
110 Cf. Second Ecumenical Council of the Vatican, Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, sacrosanctum Concilium, nos. 123, 

129; Sacred Congregation of Rites, Instruction, inter oecumenici, September 26, 1964, no. 13c: acta apostolicae sedis 
56 (1964), p. 880.

111 Cf. Second Ecumenical Council of the Vatican, Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, sacrosanctum Concilium, no. 123.
112 Cf. ibidem, no. 126; Sacred Congregation of Rites, Instruction, inter oecumenici, September 26, 1964, no. 91: acta 

apostolicae sedis 56 (1964), p. 898. 
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293.  the suitable arrangement of a church, and of what goes with it, in such a way as to meet appro-
priately the needs of our own age requires not only that care be taken as regards whatever pertains 
more immediately to the celebration of sacred actions but also that the faithful be provided with 
whatever is conducive to their appropriate comfort and is normally provided in places where people 
habitually gather.

294.  the people of god which is gathered for Mass is coherently and hierarchically ordered, and this 
finds its expression in the variety of ministries and the variety of actions according to the different 
parts of the celebration. hence the general arrangement of the sacred building must be such that in 
some way it conveys the image of the assembled congregation and allows the appropriate ordering of 
all the participants, as well as facilitating each in the proper carrying out of his function.

the faithful and the schola cantorum (choir) shall have a place that facilitates their active 
participation.113

the priest celebrant, the Deacon, and the other ministers have places in the sanctuary. there, 
also, should be prepared seats for concelebrants, but if their number is great, seats should be arranged 
in another part of the church, though near the altar.

all these elements, even though they must express the hierarchical structure and the diversity 
of functions, should nevertheless bring about a close and coherent unity that is clearly expressive of 
the unity of the entire holy people. indeed, the nature and beauty of the place and all its furnishings 
should foster devotion and express visually the holiness of the mysteries celebrated there.

II. ARRANGEmENT OF THE SANCTUARY 
FOR THE SACRED SYNAXIS

295.   the sanctuary is the place where the altar stands, the Word of god is proclaimed, and the priest, 
the Deacon, and the other ministers exercise their functions. it should be appropriately marked off 
from the body of the church either by its being somewhat elevated or by a particular structure and 
ornamentation. it should, moreover, be large enough to allow the eucharist to be easily celebrated and 
seen.114

The Altar and its Ornamentation

296.  the altar, on which is effected the Sacrifice of the cross made present under sacramental signs, 
is also the table of the Lord to which the people of god is convoked to participate in the Mass, and it 
is also the center of the thanksgiving that is accomplished through the eucharist.

297.   the celebration of the eucharist in a sacred place is to take place on an altar; however, outside 
a sacred place, it may take place on a suitable table, always with the use of a cloth, a corporal, a cross, 
and candles.

298.   it is desirable that in every church there be a fixed altar, since this more clearly and permanently 
signifies christ Jesus, the Living Stone (1 pt 2:4; cf. eph 2:20). in other places set aside for sacred cel-
ebrations, the altar may be movable.

an altar is said to be fixed if it is so constructed as to be attached to the floor and not removable; 
it is said to be movable if it can be displaced.

299.   the altar should be built separate from the wall, in such a way that it is possible to walk around 
it easily and that Mass can be celebrated at it facing the people, which is desirable wherever possible. 

113 Cf. Sacred Congregation of Rites, Instruction, inter oecumenici, September 26, 1964, nos. 97-98: acta apostolicae sedis 
56 (1964), p. 899. 

114 Cf. ibidem, no. 91: p. 898.
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Moreover, the altar should occupy a place where it is truly the center toward which the attention of the 
whole congregation of the faithful naturally turns.115 the altar should usually be fixed and dedicated.

300.   an altar, whether fixed or movable, should be dedicated according to the rite prescribed in the 
roman pontifical; but it is permissible for a movable altar simply to be blessed.

301.   in keeping with the church’s traditional practice and with what the altar signifies, the table 
of a fixed altar should be of stone and indeed of natural stone.  in the Dioceses of the united States 
of america, wood which is dignified, solid, and well-crafted may be used, provided that the altar is 
structurally immobile. as to the supports or base for supporting the table, these may be made of any 
material, provided it is dignified and solid.

a movable altar may be constructed of any noble and solid material suited to liturgical use, 
according to the traditions and usages of the different regions.

302.  the practice of the deposition of relics of Saints, even those not Martyrs, under the altar to be 
dedicated is fittingly retained. however, care should be taken to ensure the authenticity of such relics.

303.  in building new churches, it is preferable for a single altar to be erected, one that in the gathering 
of the faithful will signify the one christ and the one eucharist of the church.

in already existing churches, however, when the old altar is so positioned that it makes the peo-
ple’s participation difficult but cannot be moved without damage to artistic value, another fixed altar, 
skillfully made and properly dedicated, should be erected and the sacred rites celebrated on it alone. 
in order that the attention of the faithful not be distracted from the new altar, the old altar should not 
be decorated in any special way.

304.   out of reverence for the celebration of the memorial of the Lord and for the banquet in which the 
body and blood of the Lord are offered, there should be, on an altar where this is celebrated, at least 
one cloth, white in color, whose shape, size, and decoration are in keeping with the altar’s structure.  
When, in the Dioceses of the united States of america, other cloths are used in addition to the altar 
cloth, then those cloths may be of other colors possessing christian honorific or festive significance 
according to longstanding local usage, provided that the uppermost cloth covering the mensa (i.e., the 
altar cloth itself) is always white in color.

305.  Moderation should be observed in the decoration of the altar.
During advent the floral decoration of the altar should be marked by a moderation suited to the 

character of this time of year, without expressing in anticipation the full joy of the Nativity of the Lord. 
During Lent it is forbidden for the altar to be decorated with flowers. exceptions, however, are Laetare 
Sunday (fourth Sunday of Lent), Solemnities, and feasts.

floral decoration should always show moderation and be arranged around the altar rather than 
on the altar table.

306.   for only what is required for the celebration of the Mass may be placed on the altar table: namely, 
from the beginning of the celebration until the proclamation of the gospel, the Book of the Gospels; then 
from the presentation of the gifts until the purification of the vessels, the chalice with the paten, a 
ciborium, if necessary, and, finally, the corporal, the purificator, the pall, and the Missal.

in addition, arranged discreetly, there should be whatever may be needed to amplify the  
priest’s voice.

115 Cf. ibidem. 
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307.   the candlesticks required for the different liturgical services for reasons of reverence or the 
festive character of the celebration (cf. no. 117) should be appropriately placed either on the altar or 
around it, according to the design of the altar and the sanctuary, so that the whole may be harmoni-
ous and the faithful may not be impeded from a clear view of what takes place at the altar or what is 
placed upon it.

308.   Likewise, either on the altar or near it, there is to be a cross, with the figure of christ crucified 
upon it, a cross clearly visible to the assembled people. it is desirable that such a cross should remain 
near the altar even outside of liturgical celebrations, so as to call to mind for the faithful the saving 
passion of the Lord.

The Ambo

309.   the dignity of the Word of god requires that in the church there be a suitable place from which 
it may be proclaimed and toward which the attention of the faithful naturally turns during the Liturgy 
of the Word.116

it is appropriate that generally this place be a stationary ambo and not simply a movable lectern. 
the ambo must be located in keeping with the design of each church in such a way that the ordained 
ministers and readers may be clearly seen and heard by the faithful.

from the ambo only the readings, the responsorial psalm, and the easter proclamation (Exsultet) 
are to be proclaimed; likewise it may be used for giving the homily and for announcing the intentions 
of the universal prayer. the dignity of the ambo requires that only a minister of the word should stand 
at it.

it is appropriate that before being put into liturgical use a new ambo be blessed according to the 
rite described in the roman ritual.117

The Chair for the Priest Celebrant and Other Seats

310.   the chair of the priest celebrant must signify his function of presiding over the gathering and 
of directing the prayer. thus the more suitable place for the chair is facing the people at the head of 
the sanctuary, unless the design of the building or other features prevent this: as, for example, if on 
account of too great a distance, communication between the priest and the congregation would be dif-
ficult, or if the tabernacle were to be positioned in the center behind the altar. in any case, any appear-
ance of a throne is to be avoided.118 it is appropriate that before being put into liturgical use, the chair 
be blessed according to the rite described in the roman ritual.119

Likewise, seats should be arranged in the sanctuary for concelebrating priests as well as for 
priests who are present at the celebration in choir dress but without concelebrating.

the seat for the Deacon should be placed near that of the celebrant. for the other ministers seats 
should be arranged so that they are clearly distinguishable from seats for the clergy and so that the 
ministers are easily able to carry out the function entrusted to them.120

116 Cf. Sacred Congregation of Rites, Instruction, inter oecumenici, September 26, 1964, no. 92: acta apostolicae sedis 56 
(1964), p. 899. 

117 Cf. Rituale Romanum, De Benedictionibus, editio typica, 1984, Ordo benedictionis occasione data auspicandi novum 
ambonem, nos. 900-918. 

118 Cf. Sacred Congregation of Rites, Instruction, inter oecumenici, September 26, 1964, no. 92: acta apostolicae sedis 56 
(1964), p. 898.

119 Cf. Rituale Romanum, De Benedictionibus, editio typica, 1984, Ordo benedictionis occasione data auspicandi novam cathe-
dram seu sedem praesidentiae, nos. 880-899.

120 Cf. Sacred Congregation of Rites, Instruction, inter oecumenici, September 26, 1964, no. 92: acta apostolicae sedis 56 
(1964), p. 898. 
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III. THE ARRANGEmENT OF THE CHURCH

The Places for the Faithful

311.   places for the faithful should be arranged with appropriate care so that they are able to partici-
pate in the sacred celebrations, duly following them with their eyes and their attention. it is desirable 
that benches or seating usually should be provided for their use. however, the custom of reserving 
seats for private persons is to be reprobated.121 Moreover, benches or seating should be so arranged, 
especially in newly built churches, that the faithful can easily take up the bodily postures required for 
the different parts of the celebration and can have easy access for the reception of holy communion.

care should be taken to ensure that the faithful be able not only to see the priest, the Deacon, and 
the readers but also, with the aid of modern technical means, to hear them without difficulty.

The Place for the Schola cantorum and the Musical Instruments

312.   the schola cantorum (choir) should be so positioned with respect to the arrangement of each church 
that its nature may be clearly evident, namely as part of the assembled community of the faithful under-
taking a specific function. the positioning should also help the choir to exercise this function more easily 
and allow each choir member full sacramental participation in the Mass in a convenient manner.122

313.   the organ and other lawfully approved musical instruments should be placed in a suitable place 
so that they can sustain the singing of both the choir and the people and be heard with ease by every-
body if they are played alone. it is appropriate that before being put into liturgical use, the organ be 
blessed according to the rite described in the roman ritual.123

in advent the use of the organ and other musical instruments should be marked by a modera-
tion suited to the character of this time of year, without expressing in anticipation the full joy of the 
Nativity of the Lord.

in Lent the playing of the organ and musical instruments is allowed only in order to support the 
singing. exceptions, however, are Laetare Sunday (fourth Sunday of Lent), Solemnities, and feasts.

The Place for the Reservation of the Most Holy Eucharist

314.  in accordance with the structure of each church and legitimate local customs, the Most blessed 
Sacrament should be reserved in a tabernacle in a part of the church that is truly noble, prominent, 
conspicuous, worthily decorated, and suitable for prayer.124 

the tabernacle should usually be the only one, be irremovable, be made of solid and inviolable 
material that is not transparent, and be locked in such a way that the danger of profanation is pre-
vented to the greatest extent possible.125 Moreover, it is appropriate that before it is put into liturgical 
use, the tabernacle be blessed according to the rite described in the roman ritual.126

121 Cf. Second Ecumenical Council of the Vatican, Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, sacrosanctum Concilium, no. 32. 
122 Cf. Sacred Congregation of Rites, Instruction, musicam sacram, march 5, 1967, no. 23: acta apostolicae sedis 59 (1967), 

p. 307.
123 Cf. Rituale Romanum, De Benedictionibus, editio typica, 1984, Ordo benedictionis organi, nos. 1052-1067. 
124 Cf. Sacred Congregation of Rites, Instruction, eucharisticum mysterium, may 25, 1967, no. 54: acta apostolicae sedis 59 

(1967), p. 568; cf. also Instruction, inter oecumenici, September 26, 1964, no. 95: acta apostolicae sedis 56 (1964), p. 898.
125 Cf. Sacred Congregation of Rites, Instruction, eucharisticum mysterium, may 25, 1967. no. 52: acta apostolicae sedis 59 

(1967), p. 568; Sacred Congregation of Rites, Instruction, inter oecumenici, September 26, 1964, no. 95: acta apostolicae 
sedis 56 (1964), p. 898; Sacred Congregation for the Sacraments, Instruction, nullo umquam tempore, may 28, 1938, no. 
4: acta apostolicae sedis 30 (1938), pp. 199-200; Rituale Romanum, De sacra Communione et de cultu mysterii eucharistici 
extra missam, editio typica, 1973, nos. 10-11; Code of Canon law, can. 938 §3

126 Cf. Rituale Romanum, De Benedictionibus, editio typica,1984, Ordo benedictionis occasione data auspicandi novum taber-
naculum eucharisticum, nos. 919-929. 
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315.   it is more appropriate as a sign that on an altar on which Mass is celebrated there not be a taber-
nacle in which the Most holy eucharist is reserved.127

consequently, it is preferable that the tabernacle be located, according to the judgment of the 
Diocesan bishop:

a)  either in the sanctuary, apart from the altar of celebration, in a appropriate form and place, 
not excluding its being positioned on an old altar no longer used for celebration (cf. no. 303);

b)  or even in some chapel suitable for the private adoration and prayer of the faithful128 and 
organically connected to the church and readily noticeable by the christian faithful.

316.   in accordance with traditional custom, near the tabernacle a special lamp, fueled by oil or wax, 
should shine permanently to indicate the presence of christ and honor it.129

317.   in no way should any of the other things be forgotten which are prescribed by law concerning 
the reservation of the Most holy eucharist.130

Sacred Images

318.   in the earthly Liturgy, the church participates, by a foretaste, in that heavenly Liturgy which 
is celebrated in the holy city of Jerusalem, toward which she journeys as a pilgrim, and where christ 
is seated at the right hand of god; and by venerating the memory of the Saints, she hopes one day to 
have some share and fellowship with them.131

thus, in sacred buildings images of the Lord, of the blessed virgin Mary, and of the Saints, in 
accordance with most ancient tradition of the church, should be displayed for veneration by the faith-
ful132 and should be so arranged so as to lead the faithful toward the mysteries of faith celebrated there. 
care should, therefore, be taken that their number not be increased indiscriminately, and moreover 
that they be arranged in proper order so as not to draw the attention of the faithful to themselves and 
away from the celebration itself.133 there should usually be only one image of any given Saint. gener-
ally speaking, in the ornamentation and arrangement of a church, as far as images are concerned, pro-
vision should be made for the devotion of the entire community as well as for the beauty and dignity 
of the images.

127 Cf. Sacred Congregation of Rites, Instruction, eucharisticum mysterium, may 25, 1967, no. 55: acta apostolicae sedis 59 
(1967), p. 569. 

128 Cf. Sacred Congregation of Rites, Instruction, eucharisticum mysterium, may 25, 1967, no. 53: acta apostolicae sedis 59 
(1967), p. 568; Rituale Romanum, De sacra Communione et de cultu mysterii eucharistici extra missam, editio typica, 1973, 
no. 9; Code of Canon law, can. 938 §2; John Paul II, Apostolic Letter, Dominicae Cenae, February 24, 1980, no. 3: acta 
apostolicae sedis (1980), pp. 117-119. 

129 Cf. Code of Canon law, can. 940; Sacred Congregation of Rites, Instruction, eucharisticum mysterium, may 25, 1967, 
no. 57: acta apostolicae sedis 59 (1967), p. 569; Rituale Romanum, De sacra Communione et de cultu mysterii eucharistici 
extra missam, editio typica, 1973, no. 11.

130 Cf. particularly in Sacred Congregation for the Sacraments, Instruction, nullo umquam tempore, may 28, 1938: acta 
apostolicae sedis 30 (1938), pp. 198-207; Code of Canon law, cc. 934-944. 

131 Cf. Second Ecumenical Council of the Vatican, Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, sacrosanctum Concilium, no. 8. 
132 Cf. Pontificale Romanum, ordo Dedicationis ecclesiae et altaris, editio typica, 1977, chapter IV, no. 10; Rituale Romanum, 

De Benedictionibus, editio typica, 1984, Ordo ad benedicendas imagines quae fidelium venerationi publicae exhibentur, 
nos. 984-1031. 

133 Cf. Second Ecumenical Council of the Vatican, Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, sacrosanctum Concilium, no. 125.
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CHAPTER VI

The ReQUIsITes fOR The CelebRaTION Of mass

I. THE BREAD AND WINE FOR 
CELEBRATING THE EUCHARIST

319.  following the example of christ, the church has always used bread and wine with water to 
celebrate the Lord’s Supper.

320.   the bread for celebrating the eucharist must be made only from wheat, must be recently made, 
and, according to the ancient tradition of the Latin church, must be unleavened.

321.   by reason of the sign, it is required that the material for the eucharistic celebration truly have 
the appearance of food. therefore, it is desirable that the eucharistic bread, even though unleavened 
and made in the traditional form, be fashioned in such a way that the priest at Mass with the people 
is truly able to break it into parts and distribute these to at least some of the faithful. however, small 
hosts are not at all excluded when the large number of those receiving holy communion or other pas-
toral reasons call for them. Moreover, the gesture of the fraction or breaking of bread, which was quite 
simply the term by which the eucharist was known in apostolic times, will bring out more clearly the 
force and importance of the sign of the unity of all in the one bread, and of the sign of charity by the 
fact that the one bread is distributed among the brothers and sisters.

322.   the wine for the celebration of the eucharist must be from the fruit of the vine (cf. Lk 22:18), 
natural, and unadulterated, that is, without admixture of extraneous substances.

323.   Diligent care should be taken to ensure that the bread and wine intended for the eucharist are 
kept in a perfect state of conservation: that is, that the wine does not turn to vinegar nor the bread spoil 
or become too hard to be broken easily.

324.   if after the consecration or as he receives communion, the priest notices that not wine but only 
water was poured into the chalice, he pours the water into some container, pours wine with water into 
the chalice and consecrates it, saying the part of narrative relating to the consecration of the chalice, 
without being obliged to consecrate the bread again.

II. SACRED FURNISHINGS IN GENERAL

325.   as in the case of the building of churches, so also regarding all sacred furnishings, the church 
admits the manner of art of each individual region and accepts those adaptations that are in keeping 
with the culture and traditions of the individual nations, provided that all are suited to the purpose 
for which the sacred furnishings are intended.134

in this matter as well, that noble simplicity should be ensured which is the best accompaniment 
of genuine art.

326.   in choosing materials for sacred furnishings, besides those which are traditional, others are admis-
sible that, according to the mentality of our own age, are considered to be noble and are durable, and 

134 Cf. Second Ecumenical Council of the Vatican, Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, sacrosanctum Concilium, no. 128. 
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well suited for sacred use. in the Dioceses of the united States of america these materials may include 
wood, stone, or metal which are solid and appropriate to the purpose for which they are employed.

III. SACRED VESSELS

327.   among the requisites for the celebration of Mass, the sacred vessels are held in special honor, 
and among these especially the chalice and paten, in which the bread and wine are offered and conse-
crated and from which they are consumed.

328.  Sacred vessels should be made from precious metal. if they are made from metal that rusts or 
from a metal less precious than gold, they should generally be gilded on the inside.

329.   in the Dioceses of the united States of america, sacred vessels may also be made from other 
solid materials which in the common estimation in each region are considered precious or noble, for 
example, ebony or other harder woods, provided that such materials are suitable for sacred use. in 
this case, preference is always to be given to materials that do not easily break or deteriorate. this 
applies to all vessels that are intended to hold the hosts, such as the paten, the ciborium, the pyx, the 
monstrance, and others of this kind.

330.   as regards chalices and other vessels that are intended to serve as receptacles for the blood of 
the Lord, they are to have a bowl of material that does not absorb liquids. the base, on the other hand, 
may be made of other solid and worthy materials.

331.   for the consecration of hosts, a large paten may fittingly be used, on which is placed the bread 
both for the priest and the Deacon and also for the other ministers and for the faithful.

332.   as regards the form of the sacred vessels, it is for the artist to fashion them in a manner that 
is more particularly in keeping with the customs of each region, provided the individual vessels are 
suitable for their intended liturgical use and are clearly distinguishable from vessels intended for 
everyday use.

333.   as for the blessing of sacred vessels, the rites prescribed in the liturgical books should be 
followed.135

334.   the practice should be kept of building in the sacristy a sacrarium into which is poured the water 
from the washing of sacred vessels and linens (cf. no. 280).

IV. SACRED VESTmENTS

335.   in the church, which is the body of christ, not all members have the same function. this diver-
sity of offices is shown outwardly in the celebration of the eucharist by the diversity of sacred vest-
ments, which must therefore be a sign of the function proper to each minister. Moreover, these same 
sacred vestments should also contribute to the decoration of the sacred action itself. the vestments 
worn by priests and Deacons, as well as the attire worn by lay ministers, are blessed before being put 
into liturgical use according to the rite described in the roman ritual.136

135 Cf. Pontificale Romanum, ordo Dedicationis ecclesiae et altaris, editio typica, 1977, Ordo benedictionis calicis et patenae; 
Rituale Romanum, De Benedictionibus, editio typica, 1984, Ordo benedictionis rerum quæ in liturgicis celebrationibus 
usurpantur, nos. 1068-1084.

136 Cf. Rituale Romanum, De Benedictionibus, editio typica, 1984, Ordo benedictionis rerum quae in liturgicis celebrationibus 
usurpantur, no. 1070. 
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336.  the sacred garment common to all ordained and instituted ministers of any rank is the alb, to be 
tied at the waist with a cincture unless it is made so as to fit even without such. before the alb is put on, 
should this not completely cover the ordinary clothing at the neck, an amice should be used. the alb may 
not be exchanged for a surplice, not even over a cassock, on occasions when a chasuble or dalmatic is to 
be worn or when, according to the norms, only a stole is worn without a chasuble or dalmatic.

337.   the vestment proper to the priest celebrant at Mass and during other sacred actions directly 
connected with Mass is the chasuble worn, unless otherwise indicated, over the alb and stole.

338.   the vestment proper to the Deacon is the dalmatic, worn over the alb and stole; however, the 
dalmatic may be omitted out of necessity or on account of a lesser degree of solemnity.

339.   in the Dioceses of the united States of america, acolytes, altar servers, readers, and other lay 
ministers may wear the alb or other appropriate and dignified clothing.

340.   the stole is worn by the priest around his neck and hanging down in front of his chest, while it 
is worn by the Deacon over his left shoulder and drawn diagonally across the chest to the right side, 
where it is fastened.

341.  the cope is worn by the priest in processions and during other sacred actions, in accordance 
with the rubrics proper to the individual rites.

342.   as regards the form of sacred vestments, conferences of bishops may determine and propose to 
the apostolic See adaptations that correspond to the needs and the usages of the individual regions.137

343.  for making sacred vestments, in addition to traditional materials, natural fabrics proper to each 
region may be used, and also artificial fabrics that are in keeping with the dignity of the sacred action 
and the sacred person. the conference of bishops will be the judge of this matter.138

344.   it is fitting that the beauty and nobility of each vestment not be sought in an abundance of over-
laid ornamentation, but rather in the material used and in the design. ornamentation on vestments 
should, moreover, consist of figures, that is, of images or symbols, that denote sacred use, avoiding 
anything unbecoming to this.

345.   Diversity of color in the sacred vestments has as its purpose to give more effective expression 
even outwardly whether to the specific character of the mysteries of faith to be celebrated or to a sense 
of christian life’s passage through the course of the liturgical year.

346.  as regards the color of sacred vestments, traditional usage should be observed, namely:

a)  the color white is used in the offices and Masses during easter time and christmas time;  
on the Solemnity of the Most holy trinity; and furthermore on celebrations of the Lord other 
than of his passion, celebrations of the blessed virgin Mary, of the holy angels, and of Saints 
who were not Martyrs; on the Solemnities of all Saints (November 1) and of the Nativity of 
St. John the baptist (June 24); and on the feasts of St. John the evangelist (December 27), of 
the chair of St. peter (february 22), and of the conversion of St. paul (January 25).

b)  the color red is used on palm Sunday of the Lord’s passion and on friday of holy Week 
(good friday), on pentecost Sunday, on celebrations of the Lord’s passion, on the “birthday” 
feast days of apostles and evangelists, and on celebrations of Martyr Saints.

137 Cf. Second Ecumenical Council of the Vatican, Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, sacrosanctum Concilium, no. 128. 
138 Cf. ibidem.
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c)  the color green is used in the offices and Masses of ordinary time.
d)  the color violet or purple is used in advent and Lent. it may also be worn in offices and 

Masses for the Dead.
e)  besides the color violet, the colors white or black may be used at funeral services and at 

other offices and Masses for the Dead in the Dioceses of the united States of america.
f)  the color rose may be used, where it is the practice, on Gaudete Sunday (third Sunday of 

advent) and on Laetare Sunday (fourth Sunday of Lent).
g)  on more solemn days, festive, that is, more precious, sacred vestments may be used even if 

not of the color of the day.
h)  the colors gold or silver may be worn on more solemn occasions in the Dioceses of the 

united States of america.

347.   ritual Masses are celebrated in their proper color, in white, or in a festive color; Masses for vari-
ous Needs, on the other hand, are celebrated in the color proper to the day or the time of year or in 
violet if they have a penitential character, for example, nos. 31, 33, or 38; votive Masses are celebrated 
in the color suited to the Mass itself or even in the color proper to the day or the time of the year.

V. OTHER THINGS INTENDED FOR CHURCH USE

348.   besides the sacred vessels and the sacred vestments, for which some particular material is pre-
scribed, other furnishings that either are intended for direct liturgical use139 or are in any other way 
admitted into a church should be worthy and in keeping with their particular intended purpose.

349.   Special care must be taken to ensure that the liturgical books, particularly the Book of the Gospels 
and the Lectionary, which are intended for the proclamation of the Word of god and hence receive 
special veneration, are to be in a liturgical action truly signs and symbols of higher realities and hence 
should be truly worthy, dignified, and beautiful.

350.   furthermore, every care is to be taken with respect to those things directly associated with the altar 
and the celebration of the eucharist, for example, the altar cross and the cross carried in procession.

351.   every effort should be made, even in minor matters, to observe appropriately the requirements 
of art and to ensure that a noble simplicity is combined with elegance.

139 For blessing objects that are intended for liturgical use in churches, cf. Rituale Romanum, De Benedictionibus, editio typica, 
1984, pars III. 
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CHAPTER VII

The ChOICe Of The mass aND ITs paRTs

352.   the pastoral effectiveness of a celebration will be greatly increased if the texts of the readings, 
the prayers, and the liturgical chants correspond as aptly as possible to the needs, the preparation, and 
the culture of the participants. this will be achieved by appropriate use of the many possibilities of 
choice described below.

hence in arranging the celebration of Mass, the priest should be attentive rather to the common 
spiritual good of the people of god than to his own inclinations. he should also remember that choices 
of this kind are to be made in harmony with those who exercise some part in the celebration, including 
the faithful, as regards the parts that more directly pertain to them.

Since, indeed, many possibilities are provided for choosing the different parts of the Mass, it is 
necessary for the Deacon, the readers, the psalmist, the cantor, the commentator, and the choir to know 
properly before the celebration the texts that concern each and that are to be used, and it is necessary 
that nothing be in any sense improvised. for harmonious ordering and carrying out of the rites will 
greatly help in disposing the faithful for participation in the eucharist.

I. THE CHOICE OF mASS

353.   on Solemnities the priest is obliged to follow the calendar of the church where he is celebrating.

354.   on Sundays, on the weekdays during advent, christmas time, Lent, and easter time, on feasts, 
and on obligatory Memorials:

a)  if Mass is celebrated with the people, the priest should follow the calendar of the church 
where he is celebrating;

b)  if Mass is celebrated with the participation of one minister only, the priest may choose either 
the calendar of the church or his proper calendar.

355.   on optional Memorials,

a)  on the weekdays of advent from December 17 to December 24, on days within the octave 
of the Nativity of the Lord, and on the weekdays of Lent, except ash Wednesday and dur-
ing holy Week, the Mass texts for the current liturgical day are used; but the collect may be 
taken from a Memorial which happens to be inscribed in the general calendar for that day, 
except on ash Wednesday and during holy Week. on weekdays of easter time, Memorials 
of Saints may rightly be celebrated in full.

b)  on weekdays of advent before December 17, on weekdays of christmas time from January 2, 
and on weekdays of easter time, one of the following may be chosen: either the Mass of the 
weekday, or the Mass of the Saint or of one of the Saints whose Memorial is observed, or the 
Mass of any Saint inscribed in the Martyrology for that day.

c)  on weekdays in ordinary time, there may be chosen either the Mass of the weekday, or the 
Mass of an optional Memorial which happens to occur on that day, or the Mass of any Saint 
inscribed in the Martyrology for that day, or a Mass for various Needs, or a votive Mass.

if he celebrates with the people, the priest will take care not to omit too frequently and without suf-
ficient reason the readings assigned each day in the Lectionary to the weekdays, for the church desires 
that a richer portion at the table of god’s Word should be spread before the people.140

for the same reason he should choose Masses for the Dead in moderation, for every Mass is offered 
for both the living and the dead, and there is a commemoration of the dead in the eucharistic prayer.

140 Cf. Second Ecumenical Council of the Vatican, Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, sacrosanctum Concilium, no. 51.
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Where, however, the optional Memorials of the blessed virgin Mary or of the Saints are dear to 
the faithful, the legitimate devotion of the latter should be satisfied.

Moreover, as regards the option of choosing between a Memorial inscribed in the general cal-
endar and one inserted in a diocesan or religious calendar, preference should be given, all else being 
equal and in keeping with tradition, to the Memorial in the particular calendar.

II. THE CHOICE OF TEXTS FOR THE mASS

356.   in choosing texts for the different parts of the Mass, whether for the time of the year or for Saints, 
the norms that follow should be observed.

The Readings

357.   Sundays and Solemnities have assigned to them three readings, that is, from a prophet, an apos-
tle, and a gospel, by which the christian people are instructed in the continuity of the work of salva-
tion according to god’s wonderful design. these readings should be followed strictly. in easter time, 
according to the tradition of the church, instead of being from the old testament, the reading is taken 
from the acts of the apostles.

for feasts, two readings are assigned. if, however, according to the norms a feast is raised to the 
rank of a Solemnity, a third reading is added, and this is taken from the common.

for Memorials of Saints, unless proper readings are given, the readings assigned for the week-
day are normally used. in certain cases, particularized readings are provided, that is to say, readings 
which highlight some particular aspect of the spiritual life or activity of the Saint. the use of such 
readings is not to be insisted upon, unless a pastoral reason truly suggests it.

358.  in the Lectionary for weekdays, readings are provided for each day of every week throughout 
the entire course of the year; hence, these readings will in general be used on the days to which they 
are assigned, unless there occurs a Solemnity, a feast, or Memorial that has its own New testament 
readings, that is to say, readings in which mention is made of the Saint being celebrated.

Should, however, the continuous reading during the week from time to time be interrupted, on 
account of some Solemnity or feast, or some particular celebration, then the priest shall be permitted, 
bearing in mind the scheme of readings for the entire week, either to combine parts omitted with other 
readings or to decide which readings are to be given preference over others.

in Masses for special groups, the priest shall be allowed to choose texts more particularly suited 
to the particular celebration, provided they are taken from the texts of an approved Lectionary.

359.   in addition, in the Lectionary a special selection of texts from Sacred Scripture is given for ritual 
Masses into which certain Sacraments or Sacramentals are incorporated, or for Masses that are cel-
ebrated for certain needs.

Sets of readings of this kind have been so prescribed so that through a more apt hearing of the 
Word of god the faithful may be led to a fuller understanding of the mystery in which they are par-
ticipating, and may be educated to a more ardent love of the Word of god.

therefore, the texts proclaimed in the celebration are to be chosen keeping in mind both an 
appropriate pastoral reason and the options allowed in this matter.

360.   at times, a longer and shorter form of the same text is given. in choosing between these two 
forms, a pastoral criterion should be kept in mind. on such an occasion, attention should be paid to 
the capacity of the faithful to listen with fruit to a reading of greater or lesser length, and to their capac-
ity to hear a more complete text, which is then explained in the homily.141

141 missale Romanum, ordo lectionum missae, editio typica altera, 1981, Praenotanda, no. 80 
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361.   When a possibility is given of choosing between one or other text laid down, or suggested as 
optional, attention shall be paid to the good of participants, whether, that is to say, it is a matter of 
using an easier text or one more appropriate for a given gathering, or of repeating or setting aside a 
text that is assigned as proper to some particular celebration while being optional for another,142 just 
as pastoral advantage may suggest.

Such a situation may arise either when the same text would have to be read again within a few 
days, as, for example, on a Sunday and on a subsequent weekday, or when it is feared that a certain 
text might give rise to some difficulties for a particular group of the christian faithful. however, care 
should be taken that, when choosing scriptural passages, parts of Sacred Scripture are not perma-
nently excluded.

362.   the adaptations to the Ordo Lectionum Missae as contained in the Lectionary for Mass for use in 
the Dioceses of the united States of america should be carefully observed.

The Orations

363.  in any Mass the orations proper to that Mass are used, unless otherwise noted.
on Memorials of Saints, the proper collect is said or, if this is lacking, one from an appropri-

ate common. as to the prayer over the offerings and the prayer after communion, unless these are 
proper, they may be taken either from the common or from the weekday of the current time of year.

on the weekdays in ordinary time, however, besides the orations from the previous Sunday, ora-
tions from another Sunday in ordinary time may be used, or one of the prayers for various Needs pro-
vided in the Missal. however, it shall always be permissible to use from these Masses the collect alone.

in this way a richer collection of texts is provided, by which the prayer life of the faithful is more 
abundantly nourished.

however, during the more important times of the year, provision has already been made for this 
by means of the orations proper to these times of the year that exist for each weekday in the Missal.

The Eucharistic Prayer

364.   the numerous prefaces with which the Roman Missal is endowed have as their purpose to bring 
out more fully the motives for thanksgiving within the eucharistic prayer and to set out more clearly 
the different facets of the mystery of salvation.

365. the choice between the eucharistic prayers found in the order of Mass is suitably guided by the 
following norms:

a)  eucharistic prayer i, or the roman canon, which may always be used, is especially suited 
for use on days to which a proper text for the Communicantes (In communion with those whose 
memory we venerate) is assigned or in Masses endowed with a proper form of the Hanc igi-
tur (Therefore, Lord, we pray) and also in the celebrations of the apostles and of the Saints 
mentioned in the prayer itself; likewise it is especially suited for use on Sundays, unless for 
pastoral reasons eucharistic prayer iii is preferred.

b)  eucharistic prayer ii, on account of its particular features, is more appropriately used on 
weekdays or in special circumstances. although it is provided with its own preface, it may 
also be used with other prefaces, especially those that sum up the mystery of salvation, for 
example, the common prefaces. When Mass is celebrated for a particular deceased person, 
the special formula given may be used at the proper point, namely, before the part Remember 
also our brothers and sisters.

142 ibidem, no. 81.
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c)  eucharistic prayer iii may be said with any preface. its use should be preferred on Sundays 
and festive days. if, however, this eucharistic prayer is used in Masses for the Dead, the spe-
cial formula for a deceased person may be used, to be included at the proper place, namely 
after the words: in your compassion, O merciful Father, gather to yourself all your children scattered 
throughout the world.

d)  eucharistic prayer iv has an invariable preface and gives a fuller summary of salvation 
history. it may be used when a Mass has no preface of its own and on Sundays in ordinary 
time. on account of its structure, no special formula for a deceased person may be inserted 
into this prayer.

The Chants

366.  it is not permitted to substitute other chants for those found in the order of Mass, for example, 
at the Agnus Dei (Lamb of God).

367.   in choosing the chants between the readings, as well as the chants at the entrance, at the offer-
tory, and at communion, the norms laid down in their proper places are to be observed (cf. nos. 40-41, 
47-48, 61-64, 74, 86-88).
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CHAPTER VIII

masses aND pRayeRs fOR VaRIOUs NeeDs aND 
OCCasIONs aND masses fOR The DeaD

I. mASSES AND PRAYERS FOR  
VARIOUS NEEDS AND OCCASIONS

368.   Since the liturgy of the Sacraments and Sacramentals has as its effect that for the faithful who 
are properly disposed almost every event in life is sanctified by the divine grace that flows from the 
paschal Mystery,143 and because the eucharist is the Sacrament of Sacraments, the Missal provides 
examples of Mass formularies and orations that may be used in the various occasions of christian life 
for the needs of the whole world or for the needs of the church, whether universal or local.

369.  in view of the rather broad possibilities of choice among the readings and orations, it is desirable 
that Masses for various Needs and occasions be used in moderation, that is, when truly required.

370.   in all the Masses for various Needs and occasions, unless expressly indicated otherwise, it is 
permissible to use the weekday readings and also the chants between them, if they are suited to  
the celebration.

371.   among Masses of this kind are included ritual Masses, Masses for various Needs and occa-
sions, and votive Masses.

372.   ritual Masses are connected to the celebration of certain Sacraments or Sacramentals. they are 
prohibited on Sundays of advent, Lent, and easter, on Solemnities, on the days within the octave of 
easter, on the commemoration of all the faithful Departed (all Souls’ Day), on ash Wednesday, and 
during holy Week, and furthermore due regard is to be had for the norms set out in the ritual books 
or in the Masses themselves.

373.   Masses for various Needs and occasions are used in certain situations either as occasion arises 
or at fixed times. 

Days or periods of prayer for the fruits of the earth, prayer for human rights and equality, 
prayer for world justice and peace, and penitential observances outside Lent are to be observed in the 
Dioceses of the united States of america at times to be designated by the Diocesan bishop.

in all the Dioceses of the united States of america, January 22 (or January 23, when January 
22 falls on a Sunday) shall be observed as a particular day of prayer for the full restoration of the legal 
guarantee of the right to life and of penance for violations to the dignity of the human person com-
mitted through acts of abortion.  the liturgical celebrations for this day may be the Mass “for giving 
thanks to god for the gift of human Life” (no. 48/1 of the Masses and prayers for various Needs and 
occasions), celebrated with white vestments, or the Mass “for the preservation of peace and Justice” 
(no. 30 of the Masses and prayers for various Needs and occasions), celebrated with violet vestments.

374.   if any case of a graver need or of pastoral advantage should arise, at the direction of the Diocesan 
bishop or with his permission, an appropriate Mass may be celebrated on any day except Solemnities, 

143 Cf. Second Ecumenical Council of the Vatican, Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, sacrosanctum Concilium, no. 61. 
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the Sundays of advent, Lent, and easter, days within the octave of easter, the commemoration of all 
the faithful Departed (all Souls’ Day), ash Wednesday, and the days of holy Week.

375.   votive Masses of the mysteries of the Lord or in honor of the blessed virgin Mary or of the 
angels or of any given Saint or of all the Saints may be said in response to the devotion of the faithful 
on weekdays in ordinary time, even if an optional Memorial occurs. however, it is not permitted 
to celebrate as votive Masses those that refer to mysteries related to events in the life of the Lord or 
of the blessed virgin Mary, with the exception of the Mass of the immaculate conception, since their 
celebration is an integral part of the course of the liturgical year.

376.   on days when there occurs an obligatory Memorial or on a weekday of advent up to and includ-
ing December 16, of christmas time from January 2, and of easter time after the octave of easter, 
Masses for various Needs and occasions and votive Masses are in principle forbidden. if, however, 
some real necessity or pastoral advantage calls for it, in the estimation of the rector of the church or the 
priest celebrant himself, a Mass appropriate to the same may be used in a celebration with the people.

377.   on weekdays in ordinary time when an optional Memorial occurs or when the office is of the 
weekday, it is permissible to celebrate any Mass for various Needs and occasions, or use any prayer 
for the same, but to the exclusion of ritual Masses.

378.   particularly recommended is the Saturday commemoration of the blessed virgin Mary, because 
it is to the Mother of the redeemer that in the Liturgy of the church firstly and before all the Saints 
veneration is given.144

II. mASSES FOR THE DEAD

379.   the church offers the eucharistic Sacrifice of christ’s pasch for the dead so that, since all the 
members of christ’s body are in communion with one another, what implores spiritual help for some, 
may bring comforting hope to others.

380.   among the Masses for the Dead, the funeral Mass holds first place. it may be celebrated on any 
day except for Solemnities that are holydays of obligation, thursday of holy Week (holy thursday), 
the paschal triduum, and the Sundays of advent, Lent, and easter, with due regard also for all the 
other requirements of the norm of the law.145

381.   a Mass for the Dead, on receiving the news of a death, for the final burial, or the first anniver-
sary, may be celebrated even on days within the octave of the Nativity of the Lord, on days when an 
obligatory Memorial occurs, and on weekdays other than ash Wednesday or the weekdays of holy 
Week.

other Masses for the Dead or “daily” Masses, may be celebrated on weekdays in ordinary time 
on which optional Memorials occur or when the office is of the weekday, provided such Masses are 
actually applied for the dead.

382.   at funeral Masses there should usually be a short homily, but to the exclusion of a funeral 
eulogy of any kind.

144 Cf. Second Ecumenical Council of the Vatican, Dogmatic Constitution on the Church, lumen gentium, no. 54; Paul VI, 
Apostolic Exhortation, marialis cultus, February 2, 1974, no. 9: acta apostolicae sedis 66 (1974), pp. 122-123 

145 Cf. particularly Code of Canon law, cc. 1176-1185; Rituale Romanum, ordo exsequiarum, editio typica, 1969.
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383.   the faithful, and especially those of the deceased’s family, should be urged to participate in the 
eucharistic Sacrifice offered for the deceased person, also by receiving holy communion.

384.   if the funeral Mass is directly joined to the rite of burial, once the prayer after communion has 
been said and omitting the concluding rites, there takes place the rite of final commendation or 
farewell. this rite is celebrated only if the body is present.

385.   in the arranging and choosing of the variable parts of the Mass for the Dead, especially the 
funeral Mass (for example, orations, readings, and the universal prayer), pastoral considerations 
bearing upon the deceased, the family, and those attending should be kept in mind.

Moreover, pastors should take into special account those who are present at a liturgical celebra-
tion or who hear the gospel on the occasion of the funeral and who may be non-catholics or catholics 
who never or hardly ever participate in the eucharist or who seem even to have lost the faith. for 
priests are ministers of christ’s gospel for all.
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CHAPTER IX

aDapTaTIONs WIThIN The COmpeTeNCe Of 
bIshOps aND bIshOps’ CONfeReNCes

386.   the renewal of the Roman Missal carried out in our time in accordance with the decrees of the 
Second vatican ecumenical council has taken great care that all the faithful may display in the cele-
bration of the eucharist that full, conscious, and active participation that is required by the very nature 
of the Liturgy and to which the faithful, in virtue of their status as such, have a right and duty.146

however, in order that such a celebration may correspond all the more fully to the norms and the 
spirit of the Sacred Liturgy, certain further adaptations are set out in this instruction and in the order 
of Mass and entrusted to the judgment either of the Diocesan bishop or of the conferences of bishops.

387.   the Diocesan bishop, who is to be regarded as the high priest of his flock, from whom the life 
in christ of his faithful in some sense derives and upon whom it depends,147 must promote, regulate, 
and be vigilant over the liturgical life in his diocese. it is to him that in this instruction is entrusted the 
regulating of the discipline of concelebration (cf. nos. 202, 374) and the establishing of norms regard-
ing the function of serving the priest at the altar (cf. no. 107), the distribution of holy communion 
under both kinds (cf. no. 283), and the construction and ordering of churches (cf. no. 291). it is above 
all for him, moreover, to nourish the spirit of the Sacred Liturgy in the priests, Deacons, and faithful.

388.   those adaptations spoken of below that necessitate a wider degree of coordination are to be 
decided, in accord with the norm of law, in the conference of bishops.

389.   it is the competence, in the first place, of the conferences of bishops to prepare and approve an edi-
tion of this Roman Missal in the authorized vernacular languages, so that, once their decisions have been 
accorded the recognitio of the apostolic See, the edition may be used in the regions to which it pertains.148

the Roman Missal, whether in Latin or in legitimately approved vernacular translations, is to be 
published in its entirety.

390.   it is for the conferences of bishops to formulate the adaptations indicated in this General Instruc-
tion and in the order of Mass and, once their decisions have been accorded the recognitio of the apos-
tolic See, to introduce them into the Missal itself. they are such as these:

–  the gestures and bodily posture of the faithful (cf. no. 43);
–  the gestures of veneration toward the altar and the Book of the Gospels (cf. no. 273);
–  the texts of the chants at the entrance, at the presentation of the gifts, and at communion 

(cf. nos. 48, 74, 87);
–  the readings from Sacred Scripture to be used in special circumstances (cf. no. 362);
–  the form of the gesture of peace (cf. no. 82);
–  the manner of receiving holy communion (cf. nos. 160, 283);
–  the materials for the altar and sacred furnishings, especially the sacred vessels, and also the 

materials, form, and color of the liturgical vestments (cf. nos. 301, 326, 329, 339, 342-346).

it shall be permissible for Directories or pastoral instructions that the conferences of bishops 
judge useful to be included, with the prior recognitio of the apostolic See, in the Roman Missal at an 
appropriate place.

146 Cf. Second Ecumenical Council of the Vatican, Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, sacrosanctum Concilium, no. 14.
147 Cf. ibidem, no. 41.
148 Cf. Code of Canon law, can. 838 §3. 
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391.   it is for the same conferences of bishops to attend to the translations of the biblical texts that 
are used in the celebration of Mass, exercising special care in this. for it is out of the Sacred Scripture 
that the readings are read and are explained in the homily and that psalms are sung, and it is by the 
influence of Sacred Scripture and at its prompting that prayers, orations, and liturgical chants are 
fashioned in such a way that it is from Sacred Scripture that actions and signs derive their meaning.149

Language should be used that corresponds to the capacity for understanding of the faithful and 
is suitable for public proclamation, while maintaining those characteristics that are proper to the dif-
ferent ways of speaking used in the biblical books.

392.   it shall also be for conferences of bishops to prepare with care a translation of the other texts, so 
that, even though the character of each language is respected, the meaning of the original Latin text is 
fully and faithfully rendered. in accomplishing this task, it is desirable that the different literary genres 
used at Mass be taken into account, such as the presidential prayers, the antiphons, the acclamations, 
the responses, the litanies of supplication, and so on.

it should be borne in mind that the primary purpose of the translation of the texts is not for 
meditation, but rather for their proclamation or singing during an actual celebration.

Language should be used that is accommodated to the faithful of the region, but is noble and 
marked by literary quality, even though there will always be a necessity for some catechesis on the 
biblical and christian meaning of certain words and expressions.

Moreover, it is preferable that in regions that share the same language, the same translation be 
used in so far as possible for liturgical texts, especially for biblical texts and for the order of Mass.150

393.   bearing in mind the important place that singing has in a celebration as a necessary or inte-
gral part of the Liturgy,151 all musical settings for the texts of the ordinary of Mass, for the people’s 
responses and acclamations, and for the special rites that occur in the course of the liturgical year must 
be submitted to the Secretariat of Divine Worship of the united States conference of catholic bishops 
for review and approval prior to publication.

While the organ is to be accorded pride of place, other wind, stringed, or percussion instruments 
may be admitted into divine worship in the Dioceses of the united States of america, according to 
longstanding local usage, in so far as these are truly suitable for sacred use, or can be made suitable.

394.   each diocese should have its own calendar and proper of Masses. for its part, the conference 
of bishops should draw up a proper calendar for the nation or, together with other conferences, a 
calendar for a wider territory, to be approved by the apostolic See.152

in carrying out this task, to the greatest extent possible the Lord’s Day is to be preserved and 
safeguarded, as the primordial feast day, and hence other celebrations, unless they are truly of the 
greatest importance, should not have precedence over it.153 care should likewise be taken that the litur-
gical year as revised by decree of the Second vatican council not be obscured by secondary elements.

in the drawing up of the calendar of a nation, the rogation Days and ember Days should be 
indicated (cf. no. 373), as well as the forms and texts for their celebration,154 and other special measures 
should also be kept in mind.

it is appropriate that in publishing the Missal, celebrations proper to an entire nation or territory 
be inserted at the proper place among the celebrations of the general calendar, while those proper to 
a region or diocese should have a place in a special appendix.

149 Cf. Second Ecumenical Council of the Vatican, Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, sacrosanctum Concilium, no. 24. 
150 Cf. ibidem, no. 36 §3. 
151 Cf. ibidem, no. 112. 
152 Cf. universal norms on the liturgical Year and the Calendar, nos. 48-51, infra, p. 99; Sacred Congregation for Divine Wor-

ship, Instruction, Calendaria particularia, June 24, 1970, nos. 4, 8: acta apostolicae sedis 62 (1970), pp. 652-653.
153 Cf. Second Ecumenical Council of the Vatican, Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, sacrosanctum Concilium, no. 106.
154 Cf. universal norms on the liturgical Year and the Calendar, nos. 48-51, infra, p. 99; Sacred Congregation for Divine Wor-

ship, Instruction, Calendaria particularia, June 24, 1970, no. 38: acta apostolicae sedis 62 (1970), p. 660. 
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395.   finally, if the participation of the faithful and their spiritual welfare require variations and pro-
founder adaptations in order for the sacred celebration to correspond with the culture and traditions 
of the different nations, then conferences of bishops may propose these to the apostolic See in accor-
dance with article 40 of the constitution on the Sacred Liturgy for introduction with the apostolic See’s 
consent, especially in the case of nations to whom the gospel has been more recently proclaimed.155 
the special norms handed down by means of the Instruction on the Roman Liturgy and Inculturation156 
should be attentively observed.

as regards the procedures in this matter, these should be observed:
firstly, a detailed preliminary proposal should be set before the apostolic See, so that, after the 

necessary faculty has been granted, the detailed working out of the individual points of adaptation 
may proceed.

once these proposals have been duly approved by the apostolic See, experiments should be 
carried out for specified periods and at specified places. When the period of experimentation is con-
cluded, the conference of bishops shall decide, if the case requires, upon pursuing the adaptations 
and shall submit a mature formulation of the matter to the judgment of the apostolic See.157

396.   however, before proceeding to new adaptations, especially profounder ones, great care shall be 
taken to promote due instruction of the clergy and the faithful in a wise and orderly manner, so as to 
take advantage of the faculties already foreseen and to apply fully the pastoral norms in keeping with 
the spirit of the celebration.

397.   the principle shall moreover be respected, according to which each particular church must be 
in accord with the universal church not only regarding the doctrine of the faith and sacramental signs, 
but also as to the usages universally received from apostolic and unbroken tradition. these are to be 
kept not only so that errors may be avoided, but also so that the faith may be handed on in its integrity, 
since the church’s rule of prayer (lex orandi) corresponds to her rule of faith (lex credendi).158

the roman rite constitutes a notable and precious part of the liturgical treasure and patrimony 
of the catholic church; its riches are conducive to the good of the universal church, so that their loss 
would gravely harm her.

this rite has in the course of the centuries not only preserved the liturgical usages that arose 
in the city of rome, but has also in a deep, organic, and harmonious way integrated into itself certain 
other usages derived from the customs and culture of different peoples and of various particular 
churches whether of the West or the east, so acquiring a certain supra-regional character. as to our 
own times, the identity and unitary expression of this rite is found in the typical editions of the liturgi-
cal books promulgated by authority of the Supreme pontiff, and in the liturgical books corresponding 
to them approved for their territories by the conferences of bishops and endowed with the recognitio 
of the apostolic See.159

398.   the norm established by the Second vatican council, namely that in the liturgical renewal inno-
vations should not be made unless required by true and certain usefulness to the church, nor with-
out exercising caution to ensure that new forms grow in some sense organically from forms already 
existing,160 must also be applied to implementation of the inculturation of the roman rite as such.161 

155 Cf. Second Ecumenical Council of the Vatican, Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, sacrosanctum Concilium, nos. 37-40. 
156 Cf. Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments, Instruction, Varietates legitimae, January 25, 

1994, nos. 54, 62-69: acta apostolicae sedis 87 (1995), pp. 308-309, 311-313. 
157 Cf. ibidem, nos. 66-68: acta apostolicae sedis 87 (1995), p. 313. 
158 Cf. ibidem, nos. 26-27: acta apostolicae sedis 87 (1995), pp. 298-299. 
159 Cf. John Paul II, Apostolic Letter, Vicesimus quintus annus, December 4, 1988, no. 16: acta apostolicae sedis 81 (1989), 

p. 912; Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments, Instruction, Varietates legitimae, January 
25, 1994, nos. 2, 36: acta apostolicae sedis 87 (1995), pp. 288, 302.

160 Cf. Second Ecumenical Council of the Vatican, Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, sacrosanctum Concilium, no. 23.
161 Cf. Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments, Instruction, Varietates legitimae, January 25, 

1994, no. 46: acta apostolicae sedis 87 (1995), p. 306.
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inculturation, moreover, requires a necessary length of time, lest the authentic liturgical tradition suf-
fer hasty and incautious contamination.

finally, the pursuit of inculturation does not have as its purpose in any way the creation of new 
families of rites, but aims rather at meeting the needs of a particular culture, though in such a way 
that adaptations introduced either into the Missal or coordinated with other liturgical books are not at 
variance with the proper character of the roman rite.162

399.   and so, the Roman Missal, though in a diversity of languages and with some variety of customs,163 
must in the future be safeguarded as an instrument and an outstanding sign of the integrity and unity 
of the roman rite.164

162 Cf. ibidem, no. 36: acta apostolicae sedis 87 (1995), p. 302. 
163 Cf. ibidem, no. 54: acta apostolicae sedis 87 (1995), pp. 308-309. 
164 Cf. Second Ecumenical Council of the Vatican, Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, sacrosanctum Concilium, no. 38; Paul 

VI, Apostolic Constitution, missale romanum, above, p. 13. 
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CONGREGATION FOR DIVINE WORSHIP 
AND DISCIPLINE OF THE SACRAmENTS 

Prot. N. 1383/01/L 

THE UNITED STATES OF AmERICA 

in response to the request of his excellency, the Most reverend Joseph fiorenza, bishop of galves-
ton-houston, president of the conference of bishops of the united States of america, made in a letter 
dated June 21, 2001, and by virtue of the faculties granted to this congregation by the Supreme pontiff 
John paul ii, we grant recognition of the text entitled, “Norms for the Distribution and reception of 
holy communion under both Kinds in the Dioceses of the united States of america,” as found in 
the attached copy, and which shall be inserted into future editions of the roman Missal published in 
english for use in the dioceses of the this same conference. 

Mention of the recognition granted by this congregation must be included in the published text 
of these norms.

all things to the contrary notwithstanding.

from the congregation for Divine Worship and Discipline of the Sacraments, March 22, 2002.

Jorge a. card. Medina estévez
Prefect

X francesco pio tamburrino
        Archbishop Secretary
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UNITED STATES CONFERENCE OF CATHOLIC BISHOPS

DECREE

on June 15, 2001, the Latin members of the united States conference of catholic bishops approved 
the attached “Norms for the Distribution and reception of holy communion under both Kinds in the 
Dioceses of the united States of america.” 

in accord with the approval of these norms and following the confirmation of this action by the 
congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments on March 22, 2002 (prot. 
1383/01/L), they are hereby published as particular law for all Latin celebrations of the Sacred Liturgy 
in the dioceses of the united States of america.

the effective date of this decree will be april 7, 2002, the Second Sunday of easter.

given at the general Secretariat of the united States conference of catholic bishops, Washington, 
D.c. on March 28, 2002, holy thursday.

X Most rev. Wilton D. gregory
Bishop of Belleville

President, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops

reverend Monsignor William p. fay
General Secretary
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PART I

hOly COmmUNION: 
The bODy aND blOOD Of The lORD JesUs

The Mystery of the Holy Eucharist

1.  on the night before he died, christ gathered his apostles in the upper room to celebrate the Last 
Supper and to give us the inestimable gift of his body and blood. “he did this in order to perpetuate 
the sacrifice of the cross throughout the centuries until he should come again, and so to entrust to his 
beloved spouse, the church, a memorial of his death and resurrection. . . .”1 thus, in the eucharistic 
Liturgy we are joined with christ on the altar of the cross and at the table of the upper room in “the 
sacrificial memorial in which the sacrifice of the cross is perpetuated and [in] the sacred banquet of 
communion with the Lord’s body and blood.”2 

2.  Like all acts of the sacred Liturgy, the eucharist uses signs to convey sacred realities. Sacrosanc-
tum Concilium: Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy reminds us that “the sanctification of man is mani-
fested by signs perceptible to the senses, and is effected in a way which is proper to each of these 
signs.”3 in a preeminent way the eucharistic Liturgy uses the signs of bread and wine in obedience to 
the Lord’s command and after their transformation gives them to us as the body and blood of christ 
in the act of communion. it is by taking and sharing the eucharistic bread and chalice—“signs percep-
tible to the senses” —that we obey the Lord’s command and grow in the likeness of the Lord whose 
body and blood they both signify and contain.

3.  the eucharist constitutes “the church’s entire spiritual wealth, that is, christ himself, our pass-
over and living bread.”4 it is the “Sacrament of Sacraments.”5 through it “the work of our redemption 
is accomplished.”6 he who is the “living bread that came down from heaven” (Jn 6:51) assures us, 
“Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and i will raise him on the last day. for 
my flesh is true food, and my blood is true drink” (Jn 6:54-55).

4.  the eyes of faith enable the believer to recognize the ineffable depths of the mystery that is the 
holy eucharist. the Catechism of the Catholic Church offers us a number of images from our tradition to 
refer to this most sacred reality: eucharistic assembly (synaxis), action of thanksgiving, breaking of the 
bread, memorial, holy sacrifice, Lord’s Supper, holy and divine Liturgy, holy communion, and holy 
Mass.7 the eucharistic species of bread and wine derive from the work of human hands. in the action 
of the eucharist this bread and this wine are transformed and become our spiritual food and drink. it 
is christ, the true vine, who gives life to the branches (cf. Jn 15:1-6). as bread from heaven (cf. Jn 6:41), 
bread of angels, the chalice of salvation, and the medicine of immortality,8 the eucharist is the promise 
of eternal life to all who eat and drink it (cf. Jn 6:50-51). the eucharist is a sacred meal, “a sacrament of 
love, a sign of unity, a bond of charity”9 in which christ calls us as his friends to share in the banquet of 

1 Second Ecumenical Council of the Vatican, Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, sacrosanctum Concilium, no. 47. (All Vati-
can II citations here refer to the following edition: Walter m. Abbott, ed., The Documents of Vatican ii [New York: Guild 
Press, 1966].)

2 United States Catholic Conference–Libreria Editrice Vaticana, Catechism of the Catholic Church [CCC] (2000), no. 1382.
3 Second Ecumenical Council of the Vatican, Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, sacrosanctum Concilium, no. 7.
4 Second Vatican Council, Presbyterorum ordinis: Decree on the ministry and life of Priests [PO] (December 7, 1965), no. 

5.
5 Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments, General instruction of the roman missal [GIRm] 

(2000), no. 368.
6 The roman missal, Prayer over the Offerings, Holy Thursday mass of the Lord’s Supper, p. 303.
7 CCC, nos. 1328-1332.
8 Cf. St. Ignatius of Antioch, ad. eph., 20, 2.
9 Second Ecumenical Council of the Vatican, Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, sacrosanctum Concilium, no. 47.
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the kingdom of heaven (cf. Jn 15:15). this bread and chalice were given to his disciples at the Last Sup-
per. this spiritual food has been the daily bread and sustenance for his disciples throughout the ages. 
the bread and wine of the Lord’s Supper—his body and blood—as broken and poured out constitute 
the irreplaceable food for the journey of the “pilgrim church on earth.”10 the eucharist perpetuates the 
sacrifice of christ, offered once and for all for us and for our salvation, making present the victory and 
triumph of christ’s death and resurrection.11 it is strength for those who journey in hope through this 
life and who desire to dwell with god in the life to come. our final sharing in the eucharist is viaticum, 
the food for the final journey of the believer to heaven itself. through these many images, the church 
helps us to see the eucharist as union with christ from whom she came, through whom she lives, and 
towards whom she directs her life.12 

Holy Communion

5.  While the heart of the celebration of the eucharist is the eucharistic prayer, the consumma-
tion of the Mass is found in holy communion, whereby the people purchased for the father by his 
beloved Son eat and drink the body and blood of christ. they are thereby joined together as members 
of christ’s mystical body, sharing the one life of the Spirit. in the great sacrament of the altar, they are 
joined to christ Jesus and to one another.

it was also christ’s will that this sacrament be received as the soul’s spiritual food to sustain and 
build up those who live with his life, as he said, “he who eats me, he also shall live because of me” 
(Jn 6:57). this sacrament is also to be a remedy to free us from our daily defects and to keep us from 
mortal sin. it was christ’s will, moreover, that this sacrament be a pledge of our future glory and our 
everlasting happiness and, likewise, a symbol of that one body of which he is the head (cf. Lk 22:19 
and 1 cor 11:3). he willed that we, as members of this body should be united to it by firm bonds of 
faith, hope, and love, so that we might all say the same thing, and that there might be no dissensions 
among us (cf. 1 cor 1:10).13 

as catholics, we fully participate in the celebration of the eucharist when we receive holy com-
munion. We are encouraged to receive communion devoutly and frequently. in order to be properly 
disposed to receive communion, participants should not be conscious of grave sin and normally 
should have fasted for one hour. a person who is conscious of grave sin is not to receive the body and 
blood of the Lord without prior sacramental confession except for a grave reason where there is no 
opportunity for confession. in this case, the person is to be mindful of the obligation to make an act 
of perfect contrition, including the intention of confessing as soon as possible (canon 916). a frequent 
reception of the Sacrament of penance is encouraged for all.14

 
Union with Christ

6.  the Lord himself gave us the eucharist at the Last Supper. the eucharistic sacrifice “is wholly 
directed toward the intimate union of the faithful with christ through communion.”15 it is christ him-
self who is received in holy communion, who said to his disciples, “take and eat, this is my body.” 
giving thanks, he then took the chalice and said: “take and drink, this is the cup of my blood. Do this 
in remembrance of me” (Mt 26:26-27; 1 cor 11:25).

10 The roman missal, Eucharistic Prayer III, p. 654.
11 Second Ecumenical Council of the Vatican, Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, sacrosanctum Concilium, no. 6.
12 Cf. Second Vatican Council, lumen Gentium: Dogmatic Constitution on the Church (November 21, 1964), no. 3.
13 Council of Trent, Session xiii (October 11, 1551), De ratione institutionis ss. huius sacramenti. (Latin text in Henricus Denz-

inger and Adolfus Schönmetzer, eds., enchiridion symbolorum: Definitionum et Declarationum de rebus Fidei et morum 
[DS] [Barcinone: Herder, 1976], 1638. English text in John F. Clarkson et al., The Church Teaches [TCT] [St. Louis, mo.: B. 
Herder, 1955], 720.)

14 National Conference of Catholic Bishops, Guidelines for the reception of Communion (Washington, D.C., 1996).
15 CCC, no. 1382.
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7. bread and wine are presented by the faithful and placed upon the altar by the priest. these are 
simple gifts, but they were foreshadowed in the old testament and chosen by christ himself for the 
eucharistic sacrifice. When these gifts of bread and wine are offered by the priest in the name of the 
church to the father in the great eucharistic prayer of thanksgiving, they are transformed by the holy 
Spirit into the body and blood of the only-begotten Son of the father. finally, when the one bread is 
broken, the unity of the faithful is expressed and through communion they “receive from the one 
bread the Lord’s body and from the one chalice the Lord’s blood in the same way that the apostles 
received them from the hands of christ himself.”16 hence the import of the words of the hymn adapted 
from the Didache:

as grain once scattered on the hillsides 
was in this broken bread made one 
so from all lands your church be gathered 
into your kingdom by your Son.17 

Christ Himself Is Present in the Eucharistic Species

8.  christ is “truly, really, and substantially contained”18 in holy communion. his presence is not 
momentary nor simply signified, but wholly and permanently real under each of the consecrated spe-
cies of bread and wine.19 

9.  the council of trent teaches that “the true body and blood of our Lord, together with his soul 
and divinity, exist under the species of bread and wine. his body exists under the species of bread and 
his blood under the species of wine, according to the import of his words.”20

 
10.  the church also teaches and believes that “immediately after the consecration the true body of our 
Lord and his true blood exist along with his soul and divinity under the form of bread and wine. the 
body is present under the form of bread and the blood under the form of wine, by virtue of the words [of 
christ]. the same body, however, is under the form of wine and the blood under the form of bread, and 
the soul under either form, by virtue of the natural link and concomitance by which the parts of christ 
the Lord, who has now risen from the dead and will die no more, are mutually united.”21 

11.  Since, however, by reason of the sign value, sharing in both eucharistic species reflects more 
fully the sacred realities that the Liturgy signifies, the church in her wisdom has made provisions in 
recent years so that more frequent eucharistic participation from both the sacred host and the chalice 
of salvation might be made possible for the laity in the Latin church.

16 GIRm, no. 72(c).
17 F. Bland Tucker, trans., “Father, We Thank Thee, Who Hast Planted,” a hymn adapted from the Didache, c. 110 (The Church 

Pension Fund, 1940).
18 Council of Trent, Session xiii (October 11, 1551), Canones de ss. eucharistiae sacramento, can. 1 (DS 1651; TCT 728).
19 Cf. Council of Trent, Session xiii (October 11, 1551), Decretum de ss. eucharistiae sacramento, cap. IV, De transubstan-

tione (DS 1642; TCT 722): “Because Christ our Redeemer said that it was truly his body that he was offering under the spe-
cies of bread (see matthew 26:26ff.; mark 14:22ff.; Luke 22:19ff.; 1 Corinthians 11:24ff.), it has always been the conviction 
of the Church, and this holy council now again declares it that, by the consecration of the bread and wine a change takes 
place in which the whole substance of bread is changed into the substance of the Body of Christ our Lord and the whole 
substance of the wine into the substance of his blood. This change the holy Catholic Church fittingly and properly names 
transubstantiation.”

20 Council of Trent, Session xiii (October 11, 1551), Decretum de ss. eucharistiae sacramento, cap. III, De excellentia ss. 
eucharistiae super reliqua sacramenta (DS 1640; TCT 721).

21 ibid. (DS 1640; Norman P. Tanner, ed., Decrees of the ecumenical Councils, Vol. 2: Trent to Vatican ii [London: Sheed & 
Ward, 1990], 695.)
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Holy Communion as an Act of Faith

12.  christ’s presence in the eucharist challenges human understanding, logic, and ultimately rea-
son. his presence cannot be known by the senses, but only through faith22—a faith that is continually 
deepened through that communion which takes place between the Lord and his faithful in the very 
act of the celebration of the eucharist. thus the fathers frequently warned the faithful that by relying 
solely on their senses they would see only bread and wine. rather, they exhorted the members of the 
church to recall the word of christ by whose power the bread and wine have been transformed into 
his own body and blood.23 

13.  the teaching of St. cyril of Jerusalem assists the church even today in understanding this great 
mystery:

We have been instructed in these matters and filled with an unshakable faith that what 
seems to be bread is not bread, though it tastes like it, but the body of christ, and that what 
seems to be wine is not wine, though it tastes like it, but the blood of christ.24 

14.  the act of communion, therefore, is also an act of faith. for when the minister says, “the body 
of christ” or “the blood of christ,” the communicant’s “amen” is a profession in the presence of the 
saving christ, body and blood, soul and divinity, who now gives life to the believer.

15.  the communicant makes this act of faith in the total presence of the Lord Jesus christ whether in 
communion under one form or in communion under both kinds. it should never be construed, there-
fore, that communion under the form of bread alone or communion under the form of wine alone 
is somehow an incomplete act or that christ is not fully present to the communicant. the church’s 
unchanging teaching from the time of the fathers through the ages—notably in the ecumenical coun-
cils of Lateran iv, constance, florence, trent, and vatican ii—has witnessed to a constant unity of faith 
in the presence of christ in both elements.25 clearly there are some pastoral circumstances that require 
eucharistic sharing in one species only, such as when communion is brought to the sick or when one is 
unable to receive either the body of the Lord or the precious blood due to an illness. even in the earli-
est days of the church’s life, when communion under both species was the norm, there were always 
instances when the eucharist was received under only the form of bread or wine. those who received 
holy communion at home or who were sick would usually receive under only one species, as would 
the whole church during the good friday Liturgy.26 thus, the church has always taught the doctrine 
of concomitance, by which we know that under each species alone, the whole christ is sacramentally 
present and we “receive all the fruit of eucharistic grace.”27 

16.  at the same time an appreciation for reception of “the whole christ” through one species should 
not diminish in any way the fuller sign value of reception of holy communion under both kinds. for 
just as christ offered his whole self, body and blood, as a sacrifice for our sins, so too is our reception of 
his body and blood under both kinds an especially fitting participation in his memorial of eternal life.

22 Cf. CCC, no. 1381.
23 Cf. Paul VI, mysterium Fidei: on the Doctrine and Worship of the eucharist (September 3, 1965), no. 47 (in International 

Committee on English in the Liturgy, Documents on the liturgy, 1963-1979: Conciliar, Papal, and Curial Texts [DOL] 
[1982] 176, no. 1192).

24 ibid., no. 48 (DOL 176, no. 1193).
25 Cf. GIRm, no. 281.
26 Cf. St. Cyprian, De lapsis, 25, on Communion of infants and children; on Communion of the sick and dying, cf. statuta 

ecclesiae antiqua, can. 76.
27 CCC, no. 1390.



HOLY	COMMUNION	UNDER	BOTH	kINDS		 97

Holy Communion under Both Kinds

17.  from the first days of the church’s celebration of the eucharist, holy communion consisted of 
the reception of both species in fulfillment of the Lord’s command to “take and eat . . . take and drink.” 
the distribution of holy communion to the faithful under both kinds was thus the norm for more 
than a millennium of catholic liturgical practice.

18.  the practice of holy communion under both kinds at Mass continued until the late eleventh 
century, when the custom of distributing the eucharist to the faithful under the form of bread alone 
began to grow. by the twelfth century theologians such as peter cantor speak of communion under 
one kind as a “custom” of the church.28 this practice spread until the council of constance in 1415 
decreed that holy communion under the form of bread alone would be distributed to the faithful.

19. in 1963, the fathers of the Second vatican council authorized the extension of the faculty for 
holy communion under both kinds in Sacrosanctum Concilium:

the dogmatic principles which were laid down by the council of trent remaining intact, 
communion under both kinds may be granted when the bishops think fit, not only to clerics and 
religious, but also to the laity, in cases to be determined by the apostolic See. . . .29 

20.  the council’s decision to restore holy communion under both kinds at the bishop’s discretion 
took expression in the first edition of the Missale Romanum and enjoys an even more generous applica-
tion in the third typical edition of the Missale Romanum:

holy communion has a fuller form as a sign when it takes place under both kinds. for in 
this form the sign of the eucharistic banquet is more clearly evident and clearer expression is 
given to the divine will by which the new and eternal covenant is ratified in the blood of the 
Lord, as also the connection between the eucharistic banquet and the eschatological banquet in 
the Kingdom of the father.30 

the General Instruction further states that “at the same time the faithful should be instructed to 
participate more readily in this sacred rite, by which the sign of the eucharistic banquet is made more 
fully evident.”31 

21.  the extension of the faculty for the distribution of holy communion under both kinds does not 
represent a change in the church’s immemorial beliefs concerning the holy eucharist. rather, today the 
church finds it salutary to restore a practice, when appropriate, that for various reasons was not oppor-
tune when the council of trent was convened in 1545.32 but with the passing of time, and under the 
guidance of the holy Spirit, the reform of the Second vatican council has resulted in the restoration of 
a practice by which the faithful are again able to experience “a fuller sign of the eucharistic banquet.”33

28 Cf. Petrus Cantor, summa de sacramentis et animae Consiliis, ed. J.-A. Dugauquier, analecta medievalis namurcensia, vol. 
4 (Louvain/Lille, 1954), I, 144.

29 Second Ecumenical Council of the Vatican, Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, sacrosanctum Concilium, no. 55.
30 GIRm, no. 281. The GIRm goes on to say, “The faithful who participate in the rite or are present at it, are made aware by 

the most suitable means possible of the Catholic teaching on the form of Holy Communion as laid down by the Ecumenical 
Council of Trent. Above all, they should instruct the Christian faithful that the Catholic faith teaches that Christ, whole and 
entire, and the true Sacrament, is received even under only one species, and hence that as regards the resulting fruits, those 
who receive under only one species are not deprived of any grace that is necessary for salvation.

“Furthermore, they should teach that the Church, in her administration of the Sacraments, has the power to lay down 
or alter whatever provisions, apart from the substance of the Sacraments, that she judges to be more readily conducive to 
reverence for the Sacraments and the good of the recipients, in view of changing conditions, times, and places” (no. 282).

31 ibid., no. 282.
32 Cf. Council of Trent, Session xxi (July 16, 1562), De doctrina de communione sub utraque specie et parvulorum (DS 1725-

1734; TCT 739-745).
33 ibid.
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PART II

NORms fOR The DIsTRIbUTION 
Of hOly COmmUNION UNDeR bOTh KINDs

The Purpose of These Norms

22.  in response to a provision of the General Instruction of the Roman Missal, the united States confer-
ence of catholic bishops herein describes the methods of distributing holy communion to the faithful 
under both kinds and approves the following norms, with the proper recognitio of the apostolic See.34 
the purpose of these norms is to ensure the reverent and careful distribution of holy communion 
under both kinds.

When Communion Under Both Kinds May Be Given

23.  the revised Missale Romanum, third typical edition, significantly expands those opportunities 
when holy communion may be offered under both kinds. in addition to those instances specified 
by individual ritual books, the General Instruction states that communion under both kinds may be 
permitted as follows:

a.  for priests who are not able to celebrate or concelebrate
b.  for the Deacon and others who perform some duty at Mass
c. members of communities at the conventual Mass or the “community” Mass, along with semi-

narians, and all those engaged in a retreat or taking part in a spiritual or pastoral gathering35

24.  the General Instruction then indicates that the Diocesan bishop may lay down norms for the 
distribution of communion under both kinds for his own diocese, which must be observed. . . . the 
Diocesan bishop also has the faculty to allow communion under both kinds, whenever it seems 
appropriate to the priest to whom charge of a given community has been entrusted as [its] own pas-
tor, provided that the faithful have been well instructed and there is no danger of the profanation of 
the Sacrament or that the rite would be difficult to carry out on account of the number of participants 
or for some other reason.36

in practice, the need to avoid obscuring the role of the priest and the Deacon as the ordinary 
ministers of holy communion by an excessive use of extraordinary minister might in some circum-
stances constitute a reason either for limiting the distribution of holy communion under both species 
or for using intinction instead of distributing the precious blood from the chalice.

Norms established by the Diocesan bishop must be observed wherever the eucharist is cel-
ebrated in the diocese, “which are also to be observed in churches of religious and at celebrations with 
small groups.”37

34 Cf. GIRm, no. 283.  The text before approval of Adaptations for the Dioceses of the United States of America read, “As to 
the manner of distributing Holy Communion under both kinds to the faithful and the extent of the faculty for doing so, the 
Conferences of Bishops may publish norms, once their decisions have received the recognitio of the Apostolic See.”

35 ibid.
36 ibid.
37 ibid.
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Catechesis for Receiving the Body and Blood of the Lord

25.  When communion under both kinds is first introduced by the Diocesan bishop and also when-
ever the opportunity for instruction is present, the faithful should be properly catechized on the fol-
lowing matters in the light of the teaching and directives of the General Instruction:

a. the ecclesial nature of the eucharist as the common possession of the whole church;
b.  the eucharist as the memorial of christ’s sacrifice, his death and resurrection, and as the 

sacred banquet;
c. the real presence of christ in the eucharistic elements, whole and entire—in each element of 

consecrated bread and wine (the doctrine of concomitance);
d. the kinds of reverence due at all times to the sacrament, whether within the eucharistic Lit-

urgy or outside the celebration;38 and 
e. the role that ordinary and, if necessary, extraordinary ministers of the eucharist are assigned 

in the eucharistic assembly.

The Minister of Holy Communion

26.  by virtue of his sacred ordination, the bishop or priest offers the sacrifice in the person of christ, 
the head of the church. he receives gifts of bread and wine from the faithful, offers the sacrifice to 
god, and returns to them the very body and blood of christ, as from the hands of christ himself.39 
thus bishops and priests are considered the ordinary ministers of holy communion. in addition the 
Deacon who assists the bishop or priest in distributing communion is an ordinary minister of holy 
communion. When the eucharist is distributed under both forms, “the Deacon himself administers 
the chalice.”40

27.  in every celebration of the eucharist there should be a sufficient number of ministers for holy 
communion so that it can be distributed in an orderly and reverent manner. bishops, priests, and 
Deacons distribute holy communion by virtue of their office as ordinary ministers of the body and 
blood of the Lord.41

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion

28.  When the size of the congregation or the incapacity of the bishop, priest, or Deacon requires 
it, the celebrant may be assisted by other bishops, priests, or Deacons.42 if such ordinary ministers of 
holy communion are not present, “the priest may call upon extraordinary ministers to assist him, 
that is, duly instituted acolytes or even other faithful who have been duly deputed for this purpose. in 
case of necessity, the priest may depute suitable faithful for this single occasion.”43 extraordinary min-
isters of holy communion should receive sufficient spiritual, theological, and practical preparation 
to fulfill their role with knowledge and reverence. When recourse is had to extraordinary Minister of 
holy communion, especially in the distribution of holy communion under both kinds, their number 
should not be increased beyond what is required for the orderly and reverent distribution of the body 
and blood of the Lord. in all matters such extraordinary Ministers of holy communion should follow 
the guidance of the Diocesan bishop.

38 Cf. Congregation of Rites, eucharisticum mysterium: on Worship of the eucharist [Em] (may 25, 1967), part I, “General 
Principles to Be Given Prominence in Catechizing the People on the Eucharistic mystery” (DOL 179, nos. 1234-1244).

39 Cf. GIRm, no. 93.
40 GIRm, no. 182.
41 Cf. GIRm, no. 108.
42 Cf. GIRm, no. 162.
43 GIRm, no. 162. Cf. also Sacred Congregation for the Discipline of the Sacraments, immensae Caritatis: instruction on 

Facilitating reception of Communion in Certain Circumstances, section 1.I.c (DOL 264, no. 2075).
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Reverence

29.  all ministers of holy communion should show the greatest reverence for the Most holy eucha-
rist by their demeanor, their attire, and the manner in which they handle the consecrated bread or 
wine. Should there be any mishap—as when, for example, the consecrated wine is spilled from the 
chalice—then the affected “area . . . should be washed with water, and this water should be then 
poured into the sacrarium.”44

Planning

30.  When holy communion is to be distributed under both species, careful planning should be 
undertaken so that:

• enough bread and wine are made ready for the communication of the faithful at each Mass.45 
as a general rule, holy communion is given from hosts consecrated at the same Mass and 
not from those reserved in the tabernacle. precious blood may not be reserved at one Mass 
for use at another;46 and

• a suitable number of ministers of holy communion are provided at each Mass. for commu-
nion from the chalice, it is desirable that there be generally two ministers of the precious blood 
for each minister of the body of christ, lest the liturgical celebration be unduly prolonged.

31.  even when communion will be ministered in the form of bread alone to the congregation, care 
should be taken that sufficient amounts of the elements are consecrated so that the precious blood 
may be distributed to all concelebrating priests.

Preparations

32.  before Mass begins, wine and hosts should be provided in vessels of appropriate size and num-
ber. the presence on the altar of a single chalice and one large paten can signify the one bread and one 
chalice by which we are gathered “into one body by the holy Spirit… [and] may truly become a living 
sacrifice in christ.”47 When this is not possible, care should be taken that the number of vessels should 
not exceed the need.

33.  the unity of all in the one bread will be better expressed when the bread to be broken is of suf-
ficient size that at least some of the faithful are able to receive a piece broken from it. When the number 
of the faithful is great, however, a single large bread may be used for the breaking of the bread with 
small breads provided for the rest of the faithful.48

34.  Sacred vessels, which “hold a place of honor,” should be of noble materials, appropriate to their 
use, and in conformity to the requirements of liturgical law, as specified in the General Instruction of the 
Roman Missal, nos. 327-332.

44 GIRm, no. 280.
45 Cf. Em, no. 31 (DOL 179, no. 1260): “The faithful share more fully in the celebration of the eucharist through sacramental 

communion. It is strongly recommended that they should receive it as a rule in the mass itself and at that point in the 
celebration which is prescribed by the rite, that is, right after the communion of the Priest celebrant.

  “In order that the communion may stand out more clearly even through signs as a participation in the sacrifice actually 
being celebrated, steps should be taken that enable the faithful to receive hosts consecrated at that mass.”

46  Cf. GIRm, no. 284b: “Whatever may remain of the Blood of Christ [after the distribution of Holy Communion] is con-
sumed at the altar by the Priest or the Deacon or the duly instituted acolyte who ministered the chalice.”

47 The roman missal, Eucharistic Prayer IV, p. 660.
48 Cf. GIRm, no. 321.
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35.  before being used, vessels for the celebration must be blessed by the bishop or priest according 
to the Rite of Blessing a Chalice and Paten.49

At the Preparation of the Gifts

36.  the altar is prepared with corporal, purificator, Missal, and chalice (unless the chalice is pre-
pared at a side table) by the Deacon and the servers. the gifts of bread and wine are brought forward 
by the faithful and received by the priest or Deacon or at a convenient place.50 if one chalice is not suf-
ficient for holy communion to be distributed under both kinds to the priest concelebrants or christ’s 
faithful, several chalices are placed on a corporal on the altar in an appropriate place, filled with wine. 
it is praiseworthy that the main chalice be larger than the other chalices prepared for distribution.51

At the Breaking of the Bread

37.  as the Agnus Dei or Lamb of God is begun, the bishop or priest alone, or with the assistance of the 
Deacon, and if necessary of concelebrating priests, breaks the eucharistic bread. other empty ciboria 
or patens are then brought to the altar if this is necessary. the Deacon or priest places the consecrated 
bread in several ciboria or patens, if necessary, as required for the distribution of holy communion. if 
it is not possible to accomplish this distribution in a reasonable time, the celebrant may call upon the 
assistance of other Deacons or concelebrating priests.

38.  if extraordinary ministers of holy communion are required by pastoral need, they should not 
approach the altar before the priest has received communion. after the priest has concluded his own 
communion, he distributes communion to the extraordinary ministers, assisted by the Deacon, and 
then hands the sacred vessels to them for distribution of holy communion to the people.

39.  all receive holy communion in the manner described by the General Instruction to the Roman 
Missal, whether priest concelebrants (cf. girM, nos. 159, 242, 243, 246), Deacons (cf. girM, nos. 182, 
244, 246), or extraordinary ministers of holy communion (cf. girM, no. 284). Neither Deacons nor lay 
ministers may ever receive holy communion in the manner of a concelebrating priest. the practice 
of extraordinary ministers of holy communion waiting to receive holy communion until after the 
distribution of holy communion is not in accord with liturgical law.

40.  after all eucharistic ministers have received communion, the bishop or priest celebrant rever-
ently hands vessels containing the body or the blood of the Lord to the Deacons or extraordinary min-
isters who will assist with the distribution of holy communion. the Deacon may assist the priest in 
handing the vessels containing the body and blood of the Lord to the extraordinary ministers of holy 
communion.

Distribution of the Body and Blood of the Lord

41.  holy communion under the form of bread is offered to the communicant with the words “the 
body of christ.” the communicant may choose whether to receive the body of christ in the hand or 
on the tongue. When receiving in the hand, the communicant should be guided by the words of St. 
cyril of Jerusalem: “When you approach, take care not to do so with your hand stretched out and your 
fingers open or apart, but rather place your left hand as a throne beneath your right, as befits one who 
is about to receive the King. then receive him, taking care that nothing is lost.”52

49 Cf. GIRm, no. 333.
50 Cf. ibid., no. 73.
51 Cf. Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments, Instruction, redemptionis sacramentum 

(2004), nos. 105-106.  These sentences were added to correspond to this Instruction.
52 Cat. myst. V, 21-22.
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42.  among the ways of ministering the precious blood as prescribed by the General Instruction of the 
Roman Missal, communion from the chalice is generally the preferred form in the Latin church, pro-
vided that it can be carried out properly according to the norms and without any risk of even apparent 
irreverence toward the blood of christ.53

43.  the chalice is offered to the communicant with the words “the blood of christ,” to which the 
communicant responds, “amen.”

44.  the chalice may never be left on the altar or another place to be picked up by the communicant 
for self-communication (except in the case of concelebrating bishops or priests), nor may the chalice 
be passed from one communicant to another. there shall always be a minister of the chalice.

45.  after each communicant has received the blood of christ, the minister carefully wipes both 
sides of the rim of the chalice with a purificator. this action is a matter of both reverence and hygiene. 
for the same reason, the minister turns the chalice slightly after each communicant has received the 
precious blood.

46.  it is the choice of the communicant, not the minister, to receive from the chalice.

47.  children are encouraged to receive communion under both kinds provided that they are prop-
erly instructed and that they are old enough to receive from the chalice.

Other Forms of Distribution of the Precious Blood

48.  Distribution of the precious blood by a spoon or through a straw is not customary in the Latin 
dioceses of the united States of america.

49.  holy communion may be distributed by intinction in the following manner: “each communi-
cant, while holding a communion-plate under the mouth, approaches the priest who holds a vessel 
with the sacred particles, with a minister standing at his side and holding the chalice. the priest takes 
a host, intincts it partly in the chalice and, showing it, says: ‘the body and blood of christ.’ the com-
municant replies, ‘amen,’ receives the Sacrament in the mouth from the priest, and then withdraws.”54

50.  the communicant, including the extraordinary minister, is never allowed to self-communicate, 
even by means of intinction. communion under either form, bread or wine, must always be given by 
an ordinary or extraordinary minister of holy communion.

Purification of Sacred Vessels

51.  after communion the consecrated bread that remains is to be reserved in the tabernacle. care 
should be taken with any fragments remaining on the corporal or in the sacred vessels. the Deacon 
returns to the altar with the priest and collects and consumes any remaining fragments.

52.  When more of the precious blood remains than was necessary for communion, and if not con-
sumed by the bishop or priest celebrant, the Deacon, standing at the altar, “immediately and rever-
ently consumes all of the blood of christ that remains, assisted, if the case requires, by other Deacons 

53 Cf. Sacred Congregation for Divine Worship, sacramentali Communione: instruction extending the Practice of Commu-
nion under Both Kinds (June 29, 1970), no. 6 (DOL 270, no. 2115).

54 GIRm, no. 287.
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and priests.”55 When there are extraordinary ministers of holy communion, they may consume what 
remains of the precious blood from their chalice of distribution with permission of the Diocesan bishop.

53.  the sacred vessels are to be purified by the priest, the Deacon or an instituted acolyte.56 the chal-
ice and other vessels may be taken to a side table, where they are cleansed and arranged in the usual 
way. other sacred vessels that held the precious blood are purified in the same way as chalices. pro-
vided the remaining consecrated bread has been consumed or reserved and the remaining precious 
blood has been consumed, “it is also permitted to leave vessels needing to be purified on a corporal, 
suitably covered, on the credence table, and to purify them immediately after Mass, following the 
Dismissal of the people.”57

54. the precious blood may not be reserved, except for giving communion to someone who is sick. 
only sick people who are unable to receive communion under the form of bread may receive it under 
the form of wine alone at the discretion of the priest. if not consecrated at a Mass in the presence of the 
sick person, the blood of the Lord is kept in a properly covered vessel and is placed in the tabernacle 
after communion. the precious blood should be carried to the sick in a vessel that is closed in such a 
way as to eliminate all danger of spilling. if some of the precious blood remains after the sick person 
has received communion, it should be consumed by the minister, who should also see to it that the 
vessel is properly purified.

55.  the reverence due to the precious blood of the Lord demands that it be fully consumed after 
communion is completed and never be poured into the ground or the sacrarium.

Conclusion

56.  the norms and directives established by the church for the celebration of any liturgical rite 
always have as their immediate goal the proper and careful celebration of those rites. however, such 
directives also have as their purpose the fostering of celebrations that glorify god and deepen the 
faith, hope, and charity of the participants in liturgical worship. the ordered preparation and celebra-
tion of the Mass, and of holy communion in particular, should always profoundly affect the faith of 
communicants in all its aspects and dimensions. in the case of the distribution of holy communion 
under both kinds, christian faith in the real presence of christ in the holy eucharist can only be 
renewed and deepened in the life of the faithful by this esteemed practice.

57.  in all other matters pertaining to the rite of communion under both kinds, the directives of the 
General Instruction, nos. 281-287, are to be consulted. 

55 GIRm, no. 182.
56 Cf. GIRm, no. 279.
57 GIRm, no. 183.
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APPROVAL OF THE UNIVERSAL NORmS 
ON THE LITURGICAL YEAR

AND THE NEW GENERAL ROmAN CALENDAR

POPE PAUL VI

 the paschal Mystery’s celebration is of supreme importance in christian worship, as we are 
clearly taught by the sacred Second vatican council, and its meaning is unfolded over the course of 
days, of weeks, and of the whole year. from this it follows that it is necessary that this same paschal 
Mystery of christ be placed in clearer light in the reform of the liturgical year, for which norms were 
given by the Sacred Synod itself, with regard at once to the arrangement of what is known as the 
proper of time and of the proper of Saints and to the revision of the roman calendar.1

i

 for in fact, with the passage of centuries, it has happened that, partly from the increase in the 
number of vigils, religious festivals and their extension over an octave, and partly from the gradual 
introduction of new elements into the liturgical year, the christian faithful had come not rarely to 
practice particular pious exercises in such a way that their minds seemed to have become somewhat 
distracted from the principal mysteries of divine redemption.

 yet everybody knows that several decisions were issued by our predecessors Saint pius X and 
John XXiii, of blessed memory, with the intention on the one hand that Sunday, restored to its origi-
nal dignity, should be truly considered by all as “the primordial feast day,”2 and on the other that the 
liturgical celebration of holy Lent should be restored. it is no less true that our predecessor pius Xii, 
of blessed memory, ordered by means of a decree3 that in the Western church during easter Night the 
solemn vigil be restored, so that during it the people of god might renew their spiritual covenant with 
christ the risen Lord in the course of celebrating the Sacraments of christian initiation.

 that is to say, these Supreme pontiffs, following the teaching of the holy fathers and holding 
firmly to the doctrine handed down by the catholic church, rightly considered not only that in the 
course of the liturgical year those deeds are commemorated by means of which christ Jesus in dying 
brought us salvation, and the memory of past actions is recalled, so that the christian faithful, even 

1 Cf. Second Vatican Council, Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, sacrosanctum Concilium, nos. 102-111.
2 ibidem, no. 106.
3 Cf. Sacred Congregation of Rites, Decree, Dominicae resurrectionis, February 9, 1951: acta apostolicae sedis 43 (1951), pp. 

128-129.
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the more simple of them, may receive spiritual instruction and nourishment, but these popes also 
taught that the celebration of the liturgical year “possesses a distinct sacramental power and efficacy 
to strengthen christian life.”4 this is also our own mind and teaching.

 rightly and properly, therefore, as we celebrate the “mystery of the Nativity of christ”5 and 
his appearance in the world, we pray that “we may be inwardly transformed through him whom we 
recognize as outwardly like ourselves,”6 and that while we celebrate christ’s pasch, we ask almighty 
god that those who have been reborn with christ may “hold fast in their lives to the Sacrament they 
have received in faith.”7 for, in the words of the Second vatican council, “honoring thus the mysteries 
of redemption, the church opens to the faithful the riches of her Lord’s powers and merits, so that these 
are in some way made present in every age in order that the faithful may touch them and be filled with 
the grace of salvation.”8

 hence the purpose of the revision of the liturgical year and of the norms accomplishing 
its reform, is nothing other than that through faith, hope, and charity the faithful may share more 
deeply in “the whole mystery of christ, unfolded through the cycle of the year.”9

ii

 We see no contradiction between what has already been said and the clear brightness that 
shines from the feasts of the blessed virgin Mary, “who is joined by an inseparable bond to the saving 
work of her Son,”10 and the Memorials of the Saints, to which the birthdays of “our Lords the Martyrs 
and victors”11 are rightly joined, since “the feasts of the Saints proclaim the wonderful works of christ 
in his servants and offer the faithful fitting examples for their imitation.”12 furthermore, the catholic 
church has always held firmly and with assurance that in the feasts of the Saints the paschal Mystery 
of christ is proclaimed and renewed.13

 therefore, since it cannot be denied that with the passage of centuries more feasts of the Saints 
were introduced than was appropriate, the Sacred Synod duly cautioned: “Lest the feasts of the Saints 
take precedence over the feasts commemorating the very mysteries of salvation, many of them should 
be left to be celebrated by a particular church or nation or religious family; and only those should be 
extended to the universal church that commemorate Saints having universal importance.”14

 furthermore, to put these decrees of the ecumenical council into effect, the names of some 
Saints have been removed from the general calendar, and likewise permission has been granted for 
the observation of the Memorials of some other Saints to be made optional, and that their cult be 
appropriately restored to their own regions. as a result, the removal from the roman calendar of the 
names of certain Saints not known throughout the world has allowed the addition of names of some 
Martyrs from regions to which the announcement of the gospel spread in later times. thus the single 
catalog displays in equal dignity, as representatives of all peoples, as it were, some who either shed 
their blood for christ or were outstanding in their most signal virtues.

 for these reasons we regard the new general calendar drawn up for use in the Latin rite as 
being more in keeping with the spiritual attitudes and sentiments of these times and to be a clearer 

4 Sacred Congregation of Rites, General Decree maxima redemptionis nostrae mysteria,  November 16, 1955: acta apostoli-
cae sedis 47 (1955), p. 839.

5 St. Leo the Great, sermo XXVii in nativitate Domini 7, 1: PL 54, 216.
6 Cf. missale romanum [editio typica, 1962], Epiphany, oration [Collect 2 for the Baptism of the Lord, below, p. 202].
7 Cf. missale romanum [editio typica, 1962], Tuesday of Easter Week, oration [Collect of monday within the Octave of Easter, 

below, p. 389].
8 Second Vatican Council, Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, sacrosanctum Concilium, no. 102.
9 Cf. ibidem, no. 102.
10 ibidem, no. 103.
11 Cf. B. mariani (ed.), Breviarium syriacum (5th century), Rome 1956, p. 27.
12 Cf. Second Vatican Council, Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, sacrosanctum Concilium, no. 111.
13 Cf. ibidem, no. 104.
14 Cf. ibidem, no. 111.
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reflection of that characteristic of the church which is her universality, since it proposes henceforth 
names of outstanding men to put before the whole people of god clear examples of holiness, devel-
oped in many different ways. there is no need to speak of the immense spiritual value of this for the 
whole multitude of christians.

 therefore, after most carefully pondering all these matters before the Lord, with our apostolic 
authority We approve the new general roman calendar drawn up by the consilium for the imple-
mentation of the constitution on the Sacred Liturgy and likewise the universal norms governing the 
ordering of the liturgical year, so that they may come into force on the first day of the month of Janu-
ary in the coming year, 1970, in accordance with the decrees that the Sacred congregation of rites has 
prepared in conjunction with the aforementioned consilium, which are to remain in force until the 
publication of the duly renewed roman Missal and breviary.

 Whatsoever we have laid down motu proprio in these our Letters we order to be held firm and 
valid, notwithstanding, to the extent necessary, the constitutions and apostolic ordinances issued by 
our predecessors, or other prescriptions worthy of mention and derogation.

 given in rome, at Saint peter’s, on the fourteenth day of the month of february in the year 
1969, the sixth of our pontificate.

pauL vi, pope
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lITURgICal yeaR aND The CaleNDaR

CHAPTER I

The lITURgICal yeaR

1. holy church celebrates the saving work of christ on prescribed days in the course of the year 
with sacred remembrance. each week, on the day called the Lord’s Day, she commemorates the resur-
rection of the Lord, which she also celebrates once a year in the great paschal Solemnity, together with 
his blessed passion. in fact, throughout the course of the year the church unfolds the entire mystery 
of christ and observes the birthdays of the Saints.

During the different periods of the liturgical year, in accord with traditional discipline, the 
church completes the education of the faithful by means of both spiritual and bodily devotional prac-
tices, instruction, prayer, works of penance, and works of mercy.1

2. the principles that follow can and must be applied both to the roman rite and all other rites; 
however, the practical norms are to be understood as applying solely to the roman rite, except in the 
case of those that by their very nature also affect the other rites.2

TITLE I—THE LITURGICAL DAYS

i. the Liturgical Day in general

3. each and every day is sanctified by the liturgical celebrations of the people of god, especially by 
the eucharistic Sacrifice and the Divine office.

the liturgical day runs from midnight to midnight. however, the celebration of Sunday and of 
Solemnities begins already on the evening of the previous day.

ii. Sunday

4. on the first day of each week, which is known as the Day of the Lord or the Lord’s Day, the 
church, by an apostolic tradition that draws its origin from the very day of the resurrection of christ, 
celebrates the paschal Mystery. hence, Sunday must be considered the primordial feast day.3

5. because of its special importance, the celebration of Sunday gives way only to Solemnities and 
feasts of the Lord; indeed, the Sundays of advent, Lent, and easter have precedence over all feasts of 
the Lord and over all Solemnities. in fact, Solemnities occurring on these Sundays are transferred to 
the following Monday unless they occur on palm Sunday or on Sunday of the Lord’s resurrection.

6. Sunday excludes in principle the permanent assigning of any other celebration. however:

a) the Sunday within the octave of the Nativity is the feast of the holy family;
b) the Sunday following January 6 is the feast of the baptism of the Lord;
c) the Sunday after pentecost is the Solemnity of the Most holy trinity;

1 Cf. Second Vatican Council, Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, sacrosanctum Concilium, nos. 102-105.
2 Cf. ibidem, no. 3.
3 Cf. ibidem, no. 106.
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d) the Last Sunday in ordinary time is the Solemnity of our Lord Jesus christ, King of  
the universe.

7. Where the Solemnities of the epiphany, the ascension and the Most holy body and blood of 
christ are not observed as holydays of obligation, they should be assigned to a Sunday as their 
proper day in this manner:

a) the epiphany is assigned to the Sunday that falls between January 2 and January 8;
b) the ascension to the Seventh Sunday of easter;
c) the Solemnity of the Most holy body and blood of christ to the Sunday after trinity Sunday.

iii. Solemnities, feasts, and Memorials

8. in the cycle of the year, as she celebrates the mystery of christ, the church also venerates with 
a particular love the blessed Mother of god, Mary, and proposes to the devotion of the faithful the 
Memorials of the Martyrs and other Saints.4

9. the Saints who have universal importance are celebrated in an obligatory way throughout the 
whole church; other Saints are either inscribed in the calendar, but for optional celebration, or are left 
to be honored by a particular church, or nation, or religious family.5

10. celebrations, according to the importance assigned to them, are hence distinguished one from 
another and termed: Solemnity, feast, Memorial.

11. Solemnities are counted among the most important days, whose celebration begins with first 
vespers (evening prayer i) on the preceding day. Some Solemnities are also endowed with their own 
vigil Mass, which is to be used on the evening of the preceding day, if an evening Mass is celebrated.

12. the celebration of the two greatest Solemnities, easter and the Nativity, is extended over eight 
days. each octave is governed by its own rules.

13. feasts are celebrated within the limits of the natural day; accordingly they have no first vespers 
(evening prayer i), except in the case of feasts of the Lord that fall on a Sunday in ordinary time or 
in christmas time and which replace the Sunday office.

14. Memorials are either obligatory or optional; their observance is integrated into the celebration 
of the occurring weekday in accordance with the norms set forth in the General Instruction of the Roman 
Missal and of the Liturgy of the hours.

obligatory Memorials which fall on weekdays of Lent may only be celebrated as optional 
Memorials.

if several optional Memorials are inscribed in the calendar on the same day, only one may be 
celebrated, the others being omitted.

15. on Saturdays in ordinary time when no obligatory Memorial occurs, an optional Memorial of 
the blessed virgin Mary may be celebrated.

4 Cf. ibidem, nos. 103-104.
5 Cf. ibidem, no. 111.
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iv. Weekdays

16. the days of the week that follow Sunday are called weekdays; however, they are celebrated dif-
ferently according to the importance of each.

a) ash Wednesday and the weekdays of holy Week, from Monday up to and including thurs-
day, take precedence over all other celebrations.

b) the weekdays of advent from December 17 up to and including December 24 and all the 
weekdays of Lent have precedence over obligatory Memorials.

c) other weekdays give way to all Solemnities and feasts and are combined with Memorials.

TITLE II—THE CYCLE OF THE YEAR

17. over the course of the year the church celebrates the whole mystery of christ, from the incarna-
tion to pentecost Day and the days of waiting for the advent of the Lord.6

i. the paschal triduum

18. Since christ accomplished his work of human redemption and of the perfect glorification of god 
principally through his paschal Mystery, in which by dying he has destroyed our death, and by rising 
restored our life, the sacred paschal triduum of the passion and resurrection of the Lord shines forth as 
the high point of the entire liturgical year.7 therefore the preeminence that Sunday has in the week, the 
Solemnity of easter has in the liturgical year.8

 
19. the paschal triduum of the passion and resurrection of the Lord begins with the evening Mass 
of the Lord’s Supper, has its center in the easter vigil, and closes with vespers (evening prayer) of the 
Sunday of the resurrection.

20. on friday of the passion of the Lord9 (good friday) and, if appropriate, also on holy Saturday 
until the easter vigil,10 the sacred paschal fast is everywhere observed.

21. the easter vigil, in the holy night when the Lord rose again, is considered the “mother of all 
holy vigils,”11 in which the church, keeping watch, awaits the resurrection of christ and celebrates it 
in the Sacraments. therefore, the entire celebration of this sacred vigil must take place at night, so that 
it both begins after nightfall and ends before the dawn on the Sunday.

ii. easter time

22. the fifty days from the Sunday of the resurrection to pentecost Sunday are celebrated in joy and 
exultation as one feast day, indeed as one “great Sunday.”12

these are the days above all others in which the Alleluia is sung.

6 Cf. ibidem, no. 102.
7 Cf. ibidem, no. 5.
8 Cf. ibidem, no. 106.
9 Cf. Paul VI, Apostolic Constitution, Paenitemini, February 17, 1966, II §3: acta apostolicae sedis 58 (1966), p. 184.
10 Cf. Second Vatican Council, Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, sacrosanctum Concilium, no. 110.
11 St. Augustine, sermo: 219: PL 38, 1088.
12 St. Athanasius, epistula. festalis: PG 26, 1366.
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23. the Sundays of this time of year are considered to be Sundays of easter and are called, after eas-
ter Sunday itself, the Second, third, fourth, fifth, Sixth, and Seventh Sundays of easter. this sacred 
period of fifty days concludes with pentecost Sunday.

24. the first eight days of easter time constitute the octave of easter and are celebrated as Solemni-
ties of the Lord.

25. on the fortieth day after easter the ascension of the Lord is celebrated, except where, not being 
observed as a holyday of obligation, it has been assigned to the Seventh Sunday of easter (cf. no. 7).

26. the weekdays from the ascension up to and including the Saturday before pentecost prepare 
for the coming of the holy Spirit, the paraclete.

iii. Lent 

27. Lent is ordered to preparing for the celebration of easter, since the Lenten liturgy prepares for 
celebration of the paschal Mystery both catechumens, by the various stages of christian initiation, and 
the faithful, who recall their own baptism and do penance.13

28. the forty days of Lent run from ash Wednesday up to but excluding the Mass of the Lord’s Sup-
per exclusive. 

from the beginning of Lent until the paschal vigil, the Alleluia is not said.

29. on ash Wednesday, the beginning of Lent, which is observed everywhere as a fast day,14 ashes 
are distributed.

30. the Sundays of this time of year are called the first, Second, third, fourth, and fifth Sundays of 
Lent. the Sixth Sunday, on which holy Week begins, is called “palm Sunday of the passion of the Lord.”

31. holy Week is ordered to the commemoration of christ’s passion, beginning with his Messianic 
entrance into Jerusalem.

on thursday of holy Week, in the morning, the bishop concelebrates Mass with his presbyter-
ate and blesses the holy oils and consecrates the chrism.

iv. christmas time

32. after the annual celebration of the paschal Mystery, the church has no more ancient custom 
than celebrating the memorial of the Nativity of the Lord and of his first manifestations, and this takes 
place in christmas time.

33. christmas time runs from first vespers (evening prayer i) of the Nativity of the Lord up to and 
including the Sunday after epiphany or after January 6.

34. the vigil Mass of the Nativity is used on the evening of December 24, either before or after first 
vespers (evening prayer i).

on the day of the Nativity of the Lord, following ancient roman tradition, Mass may be cel-
ebrated three times, that is, in the night, at dawn, and during the day.

13 Cf. Second Vatican Council, Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, sacrosanctum Concilium, no. 109.
14 Cf. Paul VI, Apostolic Constitution, Paenitemini, February 17, 1966, II §3: acta apostolicae sedis 58 (1966), p. 184.
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35. the Nativity of the Lord has its own octave, arranged thus:

a) Sunday within the octave or, if there is no Sunday, December 30, is the feast of the holy 
family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph;

b) December 26 is the feast of Saint Stephen, the first Martyr;
c) December 27 is the feast of Saint John, apostle and evangelist;
d) December 28 is the feast of the holy innocents;
e) December 29, 30, and 31 are days within the octave;
f) January 1, the octave Day of the Nativity of the Lord, is the Solemnity of Mary, the holy 

Mother of god, and also the commemoration of the conferral of the Most holy Name of Jesus.

36. the Sunday falling between January 2 and January 5 is the Second Sunday after the Nativity.

37. the epiphany of the Lord is celebrated on January 6, unless, where it is not observed as a holy-
day of obligation, it has been assigned to the Sunday occurring between January 2 and 8 (cf. no. 7).

38. the Sunday falling after January 6 is the feast of the baptism of the Lord.

v. advent

39. advent has a twofold character, for it is a time of preparation for the Solemnities of christmas, in 
which the first coming of the Son of god to humanity is remembered, and likewise a time when, by 
remembrance of this, minds and hearts are led to look forward to christ’s Second coming at the end 
of time. for these two reasons, advent is a period of devout and expectant delight.

40. advent begins with first vespers (evening prayer i) of the Sunday that falls on or closest to  
November 30 and it ends before first vespers (evening prayer i) of christmas.

41. the Sundays of this time of year are named the first, Second, third, and fourth Sundays 
of advent.

42. the weekdays from December 17 up to and including December 24 are ordered in a more direct 
way to preparing for the Nativity of the Lord.

vi. ordinary time

43. besides the times of year that have their own distinctive character, there remain in the yearly 
cycle thirty-three or thirty-four weeks in which no particular aspect of the mystery of christ is cel-
ebrated, but rather the mystery of christ itself is honored in its fullness, especially on Sundays. this 
period is known as ordinary time.

44. ordinary time begins on the Monday which follows the Sunday occurring after January 6 and 
extends up to and including the tuesday before the beginning of Lent; it begins again on the Monday 
after pentecost Sunday and ends before first vespers (evening prayer i) of the first Sunday of advent.

During these times of the year there is used the series of formularies given for the Sundays and 
weekdays of this time both in the Missal and in the Liturgy of the hours (vol. iii-iv).

vii. rogation Days and ember Days

45. on rogation and ember Days the church is accustomed to entreat the Lord for the various 
needs of humanity, especially for the fruits of the earth and for human labor, and to give thanks to  
him publicly.
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46. in order that the rogation Days and ember Days may be adapted to the different regions and 
different needs of the faithful, the conferences of bishops should arrange the time and manner in 
which they are held.

consequently, concerning their duration, whether they are to last one or more days, or be 
repeated in the course of the year, norms are to be established by the competent authority, taking into 
consideration local needs. 

47. the Mass for each day of these celebrations should be chosen from among the Masses for various 
Needs, and should be one which is more particularly appropriate to the purpose of the supplications.
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CHAPTER II

The CaleNDaR

TITLE I—THE CALENDAR 
AND CELEBRATIONS TO BE INSCRIBED IN IT

48. the ordering of the celebration of the liturgical year is governed by a calendar, which is either 
general or particular, depending on whether it has been laid down for the use of the entire roman 
rite, or for the use of a particular church or religious family.

49. in the general calendar is inscribed both the entire cycle of celebrations of the mystery of salva-
tion in the proper of time, and that of those Saints who have universal significance and therefore are 
obligatorily celebrated by everyone, and of other Saints who demonstrate the universality and conti-
nuity of sainthood within the people of god.

particular calendars, on the other hand, contain celebrations of a more proper character, appropri-
ately combined organically with the general cycle.15 for individual churches or religious families show 
special honor to those Saints who are proper to them for some particular reason.

particular calendars, however, are to be drawn up by the competent authority and approved by 
the apostolic See.

50. in drawing up a particular calendar, attention should be paid to the following:

a) the proper of time, that is, the cycle of times, Solemnities, and feasts by which the mys-
tery of redemption is unfolded and honored during the liturgical year, must always be kept 
intact and enjoy its rightful preeminence over particular celebrations.

b) proper celebrations must be combined organically with universal celebrations, with atten-
tion to the rank and precedence indicated for each in the table of Liturgical Days. So that 
particular calendars may not be overburdened, individual Saints should have only one cel-
ebration in the course of the liturgical year, although, where pastoral reasons recommend it, 
there may be another celebration in the form of an optional Memorial marking the translatio 
or inventio of the bodies of patron Saints or founders of churches or of religious families.

c) celebrations granted by indult should not duplicate other celebrations already occurring in 
the cycle of the mystery of salvation, nor should their number be increased out of proportion.

51. although it is appropriate for each diocese to have its own calendar and proper for the office 
and Mass, there is nevertheless nothing to prevent entire provinces, regions, nations, or even larger 
areas, having calendars and propers in common, prepared by cooperation among all concerned.

this principle may also be similarly observed in the case of religious calendars for several prov-
inces under the same civil jurisdiction.

52. a particular calendar is prepared by the insertion in the general calendar of proper Solemnities, 
feasts and Memorials, that is:

a) in a diocesan calendar, besides celebrations of patrons and of the dedication of the cathedral 
church, the Saints and blessed who have special connections with the diocese, e.g., by their 
birth, residence over a long period, or their death;

15 Cf. Sacred Congregation for Divine Worship, Instruction, Calendaria particularia, June 24,1970: acta apostolicae sedis 62 
(1970), pp. 651-663.
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b) in a religious calendar, besides celebrations of the title, the founder and the patron, those 
Saints and blessed who were members of that religious family or had a special relationship 
with it;

c) in calendars for individual churches, besides the proper celebrations of the diocese or reli-
gious family, celebrations proper to the church that are listed in the table of Liturgical Days, 
and Saints whose body is kept in the church. Members of religious families, too, join the 
community of the local church in celebrating the anniversary of the dedication of the cathe-
dral church and the principal patrons of the place and of the wider region where they live.

53. When a diocese or religious family has the distinction of having many Saints and blessed, care 
must be taken so that the calendar of the entire diocese or entire institute does not become overbur-
dened. consequently:

a) a common celebration can, first of all, be held of all the Saints and blessed of a diocese or 
religious family, or of some category among them.

b) only the Saints and blessed of particular significance for the entire diocese or the entire reli-
gious family should be inscribed in the calendar as an individual celebration.

c) the other Saints or blessed should be celebrated only in those places with which they have 
closer ties or where their bodies are kept.

54. proper celebrations should be inscribed in the calendar as obligatory or optional Memorials, 
unless other provisions have been made for them in the table of Liturgical Days, or there are spe-
cial historical or pastoral reasons. there is no reason, however, why some celebrations may not be 
observed in certain places with greater solemnity than in the rest of the diocese or religious family.

55. celebrations inscribed in a particular calendar must be observed by all who are bound to follow 
that calendar and may only be removed from the calendar or changed in rank with the approval of the 
apostolic See.

TITLE II—THE PROPER DAY FOR CELEBRATIONS

56. the church’s practice has been to celebrate the Saints on their “birthday,” a practice that it is 
appropriate to follow when proper celebrations are inscribed in particular calendars.

however, even though proper celebrations have special importance for individual particular 
churches or individual religious families, it is greatly expedient that there be as much unity as possible 
in the celebration of Solemnities, feasts and obligatory Memorials inscribed in the general calendar.

consequently in inscribing proper celebrations in a particular calendar, the following should  
be observed:

a) celebrations that are also listed in the general calendar are to be inscribed on the same date 
in a particular calendar, with a change if necessary in the rank of celebration. 

  the same must be observed with regard to a diocesan or religious calendar for the 
inscription of celebrations proper to a single church.

b) celebrations of Saints not found in the general calendar should be assigned to their “birth-
day.” if this is not known, the celebrations should be assigned to a date proper to the Saint 
for some other reason, e.g., the date of ordination or of the inventio or translatio of the Saint’s 
body; otherwise to a day that is free from other celebrations in the particular calendar.

c) if, on the other hand, the “birthday” or other proper day is impeded by another obligatory 
celebration, even of lower rank, in the general calendar or in a particular calendar, the cel-
ebration should be assigned to the closest date not so impeded.
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d) however, if it is a question of celebrations that for pastoral reasons cannot be transferred to 
another date, the impeding celebration must itself be transferred.

e) other celebrations, termed celebrations by indult, should be inscribed on a date more pasto-
rally appropriate.

f) in order that the cycle of the liturgical year shine forth in all its clarity, but that the celebra-
tion of the Saints not be permanent ly impeded, dates that usually fall during Lent and the 
octave of easter, as well as the weekdays from December 17 to December 31, should remain 
free of any particular celebration, unless it is a question of obligatory Memorials, of feasts 
found in the table of Liturgical Days under no. 8: a, b, c, d, or of Solemnities that cannot be 
transferred to another time of the year.

the Solemnity of Saint Joseph, where it is observed as a holyday of obligation, should it fall on 
palm Sunday of the Lord’s passion, is anticipated on the preceding Saturday, March18. Where, on the 
other hand, it is not observed as a holyday of obligation, it may be transferred by the conference of 
bishops to another day outside Lent.

 
57. if any Saints or blessed are inscribed together in the calendar, they are always celebrated 
together, whenever their celebrations are of equal rank, even though one or more of them may be more 
proper. if, however, the celebration of one or more of these Saints or blessed is of a higher rank, the 
office of this or those Saints or blessed alone is celebrated and the celebration of the others is omitted, 
unless it is appropriate to assign them to another date in the form of an obligatory Memorial.

58. for the pastoral good of the faithful, it is permitted to observe on Sundays in ordinary time 
those celebrations that fall during the week and that are agreeable to the devotion of the faithful, 
provided the celebrations rank above that Sunday in the table of Liturgical Days. the Mass of such 
celebrations may be used at all the celebrations of Mass at which the people are present.

59. precedence among liturgical days, as regards their celebration, is governed solely by the follow-
ing table.
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TABLE OF LITURGICAL DAYS
ACCORDING TO THEIR ORDER OF PRECEDENCE

i
1. the paschal triduum of the passion and resurrection of the Lord.

2. the Nativity of the Lord, the epiphany, the ascension, and pentecost.
Sundays of advent, Lent, and easter.
ash Wednesday.
Weekdays of holy Week from Monday up to and including thursday.
Days within the octave of easter.

3. Solemnities inscribed in the general calendar, whether of the Lord, of the blessed virgin Mary, 
or of Saints.

the commemoration of all the faithful Departed.

4. proper Solemnities, namely:

a) the Solemnity of the principal patron of the place, city, or state.
b) the Solemnity of the dedication and of the anniversary of the dedication of one’s own church.
c) the Solemnity of the title of one’s own church.
d) the Solemnity either of the title
    or of the founder
    or of the principal patron of an order or congregation.

ii
5. feasts of the Lord inscribed in the general calendar.

6. Sundays of christmas time and the Sundays in ordinary time.

7. feasts of the blessed virgin Mary and of the Saints in the general calendar.

8. proper feasts, namely:

a) the feast of the principal patron of the diocese.
b) the feast of the anniversary of the dedication of the cathedral church.
c) the feast of the principal patron of a region or province, or a country, or of a wider territory.
d) the feast of the title, founder, or principal patron of an order or congregation and of a 

religious province, without prejudice to the prescriptions given under no. 4.
e) other feasts proper to an individual church.
f) other feasts inscribed in the calendar of each diocese or order or congregation.

9. Weekdays of advent from December 17 up to and including December 24.
Days within the octave of christmas.
Weekdays of Lent.
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iii
10. obligatory Memorials in the general calendar.

11. proper obligatory Memorials, namely:

a) the Memorial of a secondary patron of the place, diocese, region, or religious province.
b) other obligatory Memorials inscribed in the calendar of each diocese, or order or congregation.

12. optional Memorials, which, however, may be celebrated, in the special manner described in the 
General Instruction of the roman Missal and of the Liturgy of the hours, even on the days listed in no. 9.

in the same manner obligatory Memorials may be celebrated as optional Memorials if they 
happen to fall on Lenten weekdays.

13. Weekdays of advent up to and including December 16.
Weekdays of christmas time from January 2 until the Saturday after the epiphany.
Weekdays of the easter time from Monday after the octave of easter up to and including the   

 Saturday before pentecost.
Weekdays in ordinary time.

60. if several celebrations fall on the same day, the one that holds the highest rank according to the 
table of Liturgical Days is observed. however, a Solemnity impeded by a liturgical day that takes 
precedence over it should be transferred to the closest day not listed under nos. 1-8 in the table of pre-
cedence, provided that what is laid down in no. 5 is observed. as to the Solemnity of the annunciation 
of the Lord, whenever it falls on any day of holy Week, it shall always be transferred to the Monday 
after the Second Sunday of easter.

other celebrations are omitted in that year.

61. Should on the other hand, vespers (evening prayer) of the current day’s office and first vespers 
(evening prayer i) of the following day be assigned for celebration on the same day, then vespers (eve-
ning prayer) of the celebration with the higher rank in the table of Liturgical Days takes precedence; 
in cases of equal rank, vespers (evening prayer) of the current day takes precedence.
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geNeRal ROmaN CaleNDaR
[including the proper calendar for the Dioceses of the united States of america]

JaNUaRy

cal. 1 the octave Day of the Nativity of the Lord: SoLeMNity 
  of Mary, the hoLy Mother of goD Solemnity
iv 2 Sts basil the great and gregory Nazianzen,
     bishops and Doctors of the church Memorial
iii 3 The Most Holy Name of Jesus*
eve 4 [uSa] St elizabeth ann Seton, religious Memorial
Nones 5 [uSa] St John Neumann, bishop Memorial
viii 6 [uSa] St André Bessette, Religious 
vii 7 St Raymond of Penyafort, Priest
vi 8
v 9
iv 10
iii 11  
eve 12
ides 13 St Hilary, Bishop and Doctor of the Church
XiX 14
Xviii 15
Xvii 16
Xvi 17 St anthony, abbot Memorial
Xv 18
Xiv 19
Xiii 20 St Fabian, Pope and Martyr
  St Sebastian, Martyr
Xii 21 St agnes, virgin and Martyr Memorial
Xi 22 [uSa] Day of prayer for the Legal protection of unborn children**
X 23 [uSa] St Vincent, Deacon and Martyr
iX 24 St francis de Sales, bishop and Doctor of the church Memorial
viii 25 the conversion of St paul the apostle feast
vii 26 Sts timothy and titus, bishops Memorial
vi 27 St Angela Merici, Virgin
v 28 St thomas aquinas, priest and Doctor of the church Memorial
iv 29
iii 30
eve 31 St John bosco, priest Memorial

[uSa] Sunday between January 2 and January 8: 
  the epiphaNy of the LorD Solemnity

Sunday after January 6: the baptism of the Lord feast

When the Solemnity of the epiphany is transferred to the Sunday that occurs on January 
7 or 8, the feast of the baptism of the Lord is celebrated on the following Monday.

* When the rank of the celebration is not indicated, it is an Optional memorial.
** January 23, when January 22 falls on a Sunday
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febRUaRy

cal. 1 
iv 2 the presentation of the Lord feast
iii 3 St Blaise, Bishop and Martyr
  St Ansgar, Bishop 
eve 4
Nones 5 St agatha, virgin and Martyr Memorial
viii 6 St paul Miki and companions, Martyrs Memorial
vii 7
vi 8 St Jerome Emiliani
  St Josephine Bakhita, Virgin
v 9
iv 10 St Scholastica, virgin Memorial
iii 11 Our Lady of Lourdes
eve 12
ides 13
Xvi 14 Sts cyril, Monk, and Methodius, bishop Memorial
Xv 15
Xiv 16
Xiii 17 The Seven Holy Founders of the Servite Order 
Xii 18
Xi 19
X 20
iX 21 St Peter Damian, Bishop and Doctor of the Church
viii 22 the chair of St peter the apostle feast
vii 23 St polycarp, bishop and Martyr Memorial
vi 24
v 25
iv 26
iii 27
eve 28
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maRCh

cal. 1
vi 2
v 3 [uSa] St Katharine Drexel, Virgin
iv 4 St Casimir
iii 5
eve 6
Nones 7 Sts perpetua and felicity, Martyrs Memorial
viii 8 St John of God, Religious
vii 9 St Frances of Rome, Religious
vi 10
v 11
iv 12
iii 13
eve 14
ides 15
Xvii 16
Xvi 17 St Patrick, Bishop
Xv 18 St Cyril of Jerusalem, Bishop and Doctor of the Church
Xiv 19 St JoSeph, SpouSe of 
      the bLeSSeD virgiN Mary Solemnity
Xiii 20
Xii 21
Xi 22
X 23 St Turibius of Mogrovejo, Bishop
iX 24
viii 25 the aNNuNciatioN of the LorD Solemnity
vii 26
vi 27
v 28
iv 29
iii 30
eve 31
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apRIl

cal. 1
iv 2 St Francis of Paola, Hermit
iii 3
eve 4 St Isidore, Bishop and Doctor of the Church
Nones 5 St Vincent Ferrer, Priest
viii 6
vii 7 St John baptist de la Salle, priest Memorial
vi 8
v 9
iv 10
iii 11 St Stanislaus, bishop and Martyr Memorial
eve 12
ides 13 St Martin I, Pope and Martyr
Xviii 14
Xvii 15
Xvi 16
Xv 17
Xiv 18
Xiii 19
Xii 20
Xi 21 St Anselm, Bishop and Doctor of the Church
X 22
iX 23 St George, Martyr
  St Adalbert, Bishop and Martyr
viii 24 St Fidelis of Sigmaringen, Priest and Martyr
vii 25 St Mark, evangelist feast
vi 26
v 27
iv 28 St Peter Chanel, Priest and Martyr
  St Louis Grignion de Montfort, Priest
iii 29 St catherine of Siena, virgin and Doctor of the church Memorial
eve 30 St Pius V, Pope



GENERAL	ROMAN	CALENDAR		 125

may

cal. 1 St Joseph the Worker
vi 2 St athanasius, bishop and Doctor of the church Memorial
v 3 Sts philip and James, apostles feast
iv 4
iii 5
eve 6
Nones 7
viii 8
vii 9
vi 10 [uSa] St Damien de Veuster, Priest
v 11
iv 12 Sts Nereus and Achilleus, Martyrs
  St Pancras, Martyr
iii 13 Our Lady of Fatima
eve 14 St Matthias, apostle feast
ides 15 [uSa] St Isidore
Xvii 16
Xvi 17
Xv 18 St John I, Pope and Martyr
Xiv 19
Xiii 20 St Bernardine of Siena, Priest
Xii 21 St Christopher Magallanes, Priest, and Companions, Martyrs
Xi 22 St Rita of Cascia, Religious
X 23
iX 24
viii 25 St Bede the Venerable, Priest and Doctor of the Church
  St Gregory VII, Pope
  St Mary Magdalene de’ Pazzi, Virgin
vii 26 St philip Neri, priest Memorial
vi 27 St Augustine of Canterbury, Bishop
v 28
iv 29
iii 30
eve 31 the visitation of the blessed virgin Mary feast

 first Sunday after pentecost
  the MoSt hoLy triNity Solemnity

[uSa] Sunday after the Most holy trinity
  the MoSt hoLy boDy aND bLooD of chriSt Solemnity
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JUNe

cal. 1 St Justin, Martyr Memorial
iv 2 Sts Marcellinus and Peter, Martyrs
iii 3 St charles Lwanga and companions, Martyrs Memorial
eve 4
Nones 5 St boniface, bishop and Martyr Memorial
viii 6 St Norbert, Bishop
vii 7
vi 8
v 9 St Ephrem, Deacon and Doctor of the Church
iv 10
iii 11 St barnabas, apostle Memorial
eve 12
ides 13 St anthony of padua, priest and Doctor of the church Memorial
Xviii 14
Xvii 15
Xvi 16
Xv 17
Xiv 18
Xiii 19 St Romuald, Abbot
Xii 20
Xi 21 St aloysius gonzaga, religious Memorial
X 22 St Paulinus of Nola, Bishop
  Sts John Fisher, Bishop, and Thomas More, Martyrs
iX 23
viii 24 the Nativity of St JohN the baptiSt Solemnity
vii 25
vi 26
v 27 St Cyril of Alexandria, Bishop and Doctor of the Church
iv 28 St irenaeus, bishop and Martyr Memorial
iii 29 StS peter aND pauL, apoStLeS Solemnity
eve 30 The First Martyrs of the Holy Roman Church

friday after the Second Sunday after pentecost
  the MoSt SacreD heart of JeSuS Solemnity

Saturday after the Second Sunday after pentecost
  the immaculate heart of the blessed virgin Mary Memorial
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JUly

cal. 1 [uSa] Bl Junípero Serra, Priest
vi 2
v 3 St thomas, apostle feast
iv 4 [uSa] Independence Day
iii 5 St Anthony Zaccaria, Priest
  [uSa] St Elizabeth of Portugal
eve 6 St Maria Goretti, Virgin and Martyr
Nones 7
viii 8
vii 9 St Augustine Zhao Rong, Priest, and Companions, Martyrs
vi 10
v 11 St benedict, abbot Memorial
iv 12
iii 13 St Henry
eve 14 [uSa] bl Kateri tekakwitha, virgin Memorial
ides 15 St bonaventure, bishop and Doctor of the church Memorial
Xvii 16 Our Lady of Mount Carmel
Xvi 17
Xv 18 [uSa] St Camillus de Lellis, Priest
Xiv 19
Xiii 20 St Apollinaris, Bishop and Martyr
Xii 21 St Lawrence of Brindisi, Priest and Doctor of the Church
Xi 22 St Mary Magdalene Memorial
X 23 St Bridget, Religious
iX 24 St Sharbel Makhluf, Priest
viii 25 St James, apostle feast
vii 26 Sts Joachim and anne, parents of the blessed virgin Mary Memorial
vi 27
v 28
iv 29 St Martha Memorial
iii 30 St Peter Chrysologus, Bishop and Doctor of the Church
eve 31 St ignatius of Loyola, priest Memorial
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aUgUsT

cal. 1 St alphonsus Mary Liguori, bishop and Doctor of the church Memorial
iv 2 St Eusebius of Vercelli, Bishop
  St Peter Julian Eymard, Priest
iii 3
eve 4 St John Mary vianney, priest Memorial
Nones 5 The Dedication of the Basilica of St Mary Major
viii 6 the transfiguration of the Lord feast
vii 7 St Sixtus II, Pope, and Companions, Martyrs
  St Cajetan, Priest
vi 8 St Dominic, priest Memorial
v 9 St Teresa Benedicta of the Cross, Virgin and Martyr
iv 10 St Lawrence, Deacon and Martyr feast
iii 11 St clare, virgin Memorial
eve 12 St Jane Frances de Chantal, Religious
ides 13 Sts Pontian, Pope, and Hippolytus, Priest, Martyrs
XiX 14 St Maximilian Mary Kolbe, priest and Martyr Memorial
Xviii 15 the aSSuMptioN of the bLeSSeD virgiN Mary Solemnity
Xvii 16 St Stephen of Hungary
Xvi 17
Xv 18
Xiv 19 St John Eudes, Priest
Xiii 20 St bernard, abbot and Doctor of the church Memorial
Xii 21 St pius X, pope Memorial
Xi 22 the Queenship of the blessed virgin Mary Memorial
X 23 St Rose of Lima, Virgin
iX 24 St bartholomew, apostle feast
viii 25 St Louis
  St Joseph Calasanz, Priest
vii 26
vi 27 St Monica Memorial
v 28 St augustine, bishop and Doctor of the church Memorial
iv 29 the passion of St John the baptist Memorial
iii 30
eve 31
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sepTembeR

cal. 1
iv 2
iii 3 St gregory the great, pope and Doctor of the church Memorial
eve 4
Nones 5
viii 6
vii 7
vi 8 the Nativity of the blessed virgin Mary feast
v 9 [uSa] St peter claver, priest  Memorial
iv 10
iii 11
eve 12 The Most Holy Name of Mary
ides 13 St John chrysostom, bishop and Doctor of the church Memorial
Xviii 14 the exaltation of the holy cross feast
Xvii 15 our Lady of Sorrows Memorial
Xvi 16 Sts cornelius, pope, and cyprian, bishop, Martyrs Memorial
Xv 17 St Robert Bellarmine, Bishop and Doctor of the Church
Xiv 18
Xiii 19 St Januarius, Bishop and Martyr
Xii 20 Sts andrew Kim taeogn, priest, paul chong ha-sang, 
     and companions, Martyrs Memorial
Xi 21 St Matthew, apostle and evangelist feast
X 22
iX 23 St pius of pietrelcina, priest Memorial
viii 24
vii 25
vi 26 Sts Cosmas and Damian, Martyrs
v 27 St vincent de paul, priest Memorial
iv 28 St Wenceslaus, Martyr
  St Lawrence Ruiz and Companions, Martyrs
iii 29 Sts Michael, gabriel and raphael, archangels feast
eve 30 St Jerome, priest and Doctor of the church Memorial

˘ ˘
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OCTObeR

cal. 1 St thérèse of the child Jesus,
     virgin and Doctor of the church Memorial
vi 2 the holy guardian angels Memorial
v 3
iv 4 St francis of assisi Memorial
iii 5
eve 6 St Bruno, Priest
  [uSa] Bl Marie Rose Durocher, Virgin
Nones 7 our Lady of the rosary Memorial
viii 8
vii 9 St Denis, Bishop, and Companions, Martyrs
  St John Leonardi, Priest
vi 10
v 11
iv 12
iii 13
eve 14 St Callistus I, Pope and Martyr
ides 15 St teresa of Jesus, virgin and Doctor of the church Memorial
Xvii 16 St Hedwig, Religious
  St Margaret Mary Alacoque, Virgin
Xvi 17 St ignatius of antioch, bishop and Martyr Memorial
Xv 18 St Luke, evangelist feast
Xiv 19 [uSa] Sts John de brébeuf and isaac Jogues, priests, and 
     companions, Martyrs Memorial
Xiii 20 [uSa] St Paul of the Cross, Priest
Xii 21
Xi 22
X 23 St John of Capestrano, Priest
iX 24 St Anthony Mary Claret, Bishop
viii 25
vii 26
vi 27
v 28 Sts Simon and Jude, apostles feast
iv 29
iii 30
eve 31
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NOVembeR

cal. 1 aLL SaiNtS Solemnity
iv 2 the coMMeMoratioN of aLL the 
      faithfuL DeparteD (aLL SouL’S Day) 
iii 3 St Martin de Porres, Religious
eve 4 St charles borromeo, bishop Memorial
Nones 5
viii 6
vii 7
vi 8
v 9 the Dedication of the Lateran basilica feast
iv 10 St Leo the great, pope and Doctor of the church Memorial
iii 11 St Martin of tours, bishop Memorial
eve 12 St Josaphat, bishop and Martyr Memorial
ides 13 [uSa] St frances Xavier cabrini, virgin Memorial
Xviii 14
Xvii 15 St Albert the Great, Bishop and Doctor of the Church
Xvi 16 St Margaret of Scotland
  St Gertrude, Virgin
Xv 17 St elizabeth of hungary, religious Memorial
Xiv 18 The Dedication of the Basilicas of Sts Peter and 
      Paul, Apostles
  [uSa] St Rose Philippine Duchesne, Virgin
Xiii 19
Xii 20
Xi 21 the presentation of the blessed virgin Mary Memorial
X 22 St cecilia, virgin and Martyr Memorial
iX 23 St Clement I, Pope and Martyr
  St Columban, Abbot
  [uSa] Bl Miguel Agustín Pro, Priest and Martyr
viii 24 St andrew Dung-Lac, priest, and companions, Martyrs Memorial
vii 25  St Catherine of Alexandria, Virgin and Martyr
vi 26
v 27
iv 28
iii 29
eve 30 St andrew, apostle feast

Last Sunday in ordinary time:
  our LorD JeSuS chriSt, 
  KiNg of the uNiverSe Solemnity

[uSa] fourth thursday: Thanksgiving Day

˜ .
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133

DeCembeR

cal. 1
iv 2
iii 3 St francis Xavier, priest Memorial
eve 4 St John Damascene, Priest and Doctor of the Church
Nones 5
viii 6 St Nicholas, Bishop
vii 7 St ambrose, bishop and Doctor of the church Memorial
vi 8 [uSa] the iMMacuLate coNceptioN 
     of the bLeSSeD virgiN Mary 
     (patronal feastday of the united States of america) Solemnity
v 9 St Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin
iv 10
iii 11 St Damasus I, Pope
eve 12 [uSa] our Lady of guadalupe feast
ides 13 St Lucy, virgin and Martyr Memorial
XiX 14 St John of the cross, priest and Doctor of the church Memorial
Xviii 15
Xvii 16
Xvi 17
Xv 18
Xiv 19
Xiii 20
Xii 21 St Peter Canisius, Priest and Doctor of the Church
Xi 22
X 23 St John of Kanty, Priest
iX 24
viii 25 the Nativity of the LorD (chriStMaS) Solemnity
vii 26 St Stephen, the first Martyr feast
vi 27 St John, apostle and evangelist feast
v 28 the holy innocents, Martyrs feast
iv 29 St Thomas Becket, Bishop and Martyr
iii 30
eve 31 St Sylvester I, Pope

Sunday within the octave of the Nativity, or, if there is no Sunday, December 30:
  the holy family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph feast
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speCIal Days Of pRayeR fOR  
The DIOCeses Of The  

UNITeD sTaTes Of ameRICa

In all the Dioceses of the united States of america, January 22 (or January 23, when January 22 
falls on a Sunday) shall be observed as a particular day of prayer for the full restoration of the 
legal guarantee of the right to life and of penance for violations to the dignity of the human per-

son committed through acts of abortion.  the liturgical celebrations for this day may be the Mass “for 
giving thanks to god for the gift of human Life” (no. 48/1 of the Masses and prayers for various 
Needs and occasions), celebrated with white vestments, or the Mass “for the preservation of peace 
and Justice” (no. 30 of the Masses and prayers for various Needs and occasions), celebrated with 
violet vestments.
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A.D.

Lectionary Cycles

Ash Wednesday Easter Ascension PentecostDominical  
Cycle

Sunday 
Cycle

2010

2011

c

b

c-a

a-b

 17  february

   9  March

   4  april

 24  april

 13  May

   2 June

 23  May

 12  June

2012*

2013

2014

2015

a g

f

e

d

b-c

c-a

a-b

b-c

 22  february

 13  february

   5 March

 18 february

 8 april

 31 March

 20 april

   5 april

 17 May

   9 May

 29 May

 14 May

 27 May

 19 May

   8 June

 24 May

2016*

2017

2018

2019

c b

a

g

f

c-a

a-b

b-c

c-a

 10 february

   1 March

 14  february

   6 March

 27 March

 16 april

   1 april

 21 april

   5 May

 25 May

 10 May

 30 May

 15 May

   4 June

 20 May

   9 June

2020*

2021

2022

2023

e d

c

b

a

a-b

b-c

c-a

a-b

 26 february

 17 february

   2 March

 22 february

 12 april

   4 april

 17 april

   9 april

 21 May

 13 May

 26 May

 18 May

 31 May

 23 May

   5 June

 28 May

2024*

2025

2026

2027

g f

e

d

c

b-c

c-a

a-b

b-c

 14 february

   5 March

 18 february

 10 february

 31 March

 20 april

   5 april

 28 March

   9 May

 29 May

 14 May

   6 May

 19 May

   8 June

 24 May

 16 May

2028*

2029

2030

2031

b a

g

f

e

c-a

a-b

b-c

c-a

   1 March

 14 february

   6 March

 26 february

 16 april

 1 april

 21 april

 13 april

 25 May

 10 May

 30 May

 22 May

   4 June

 20 May

   9 June

   1 June

2032*

2033

2034

2035

d c

b

a

g

a-b

b-c

c-a

a-b

 11 february

   2 March

 22 february

   7 february

 28 March

 17 april

   9 april

 25 March

   6 May

 26 May

 18 May

   3 May

 16 May

   5 June

 28 May

 13 May

2036*

2037

2038

2039

f e

d

c

b

b-c

c-a

a-b

b-c

 27 february

 18 february

 10 March

 23 february

 13 april

   5 april

 25 april

 10 april

 22 May

 14 May

   3 June

 19 May

   1 June

 24 May

 13 June

 29 May

* Leap years

TAbLE of PrinCiPAL CELEbrATionS of ThE LiTurgiCAL yEAr
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A.D.

ordinary Time

first Sunday of Advent
before Lent After Easter Time

up until Weeks from from Week

2010

2011

 16 february

   8 March

6

9

 24 May

 13 June

8

11

 28 November

 27 November

2012*

2013

2014

2015

 21 february

 12 february

   4 March

 17 february

7

5

8

6

 28 May

 20 May

   9 June

 25 May

8

7

10

8

   2 December

   1 December

 30 November

 29 November

2016*

2017

2018

2019

   9 february

 28 february

 13 february

   5 March

5

8

6

8

 16 May

   5 June

 21 May

 10 June

7

9

7

10

 27 November

   3 December

   2 December

   1 December

2020*

2021

2022

2023

 25 february

 16 february

   1 March

 21 february

7

6

8

7

 1 June

 24 May

   6 June

 29 May

9

8

10

8

 29 November

 28 November

 27 November

   3 December

2024*

2025

2026

2027

 13 february 

   4 March 

 17 february 

   9 february

6

8

6

5

 20 May 

   9 June 

 25 May 

 17 May

7

10

8

7

   1 December

 30 November

 29 November

 28 November

2028*

2029

2030

2031

 29 february 

 13 february 

   5 March 

 25 february

8

6

8

7

   5 June 

 21 May

 10 June 

   2 June

9

7

10

9

   3 December

   2 December

   1 December

 30 November

2032*

2033

2034

2035

 10 february 

   1 March 

 21 february 

   6 february

5

8

7

5

 17 May 

   6 June 

 29 May 

 14 May

7

10

8

6

 28 November

 27 November

   3 December

   2 December

2036*

2037

2038

2039

 26 february 

 17 february 

   9 March 

 22 february

7

6

9

7

 2 June

 25 May

 14 June

 30 May

9

8

11

9

 30 November

 29 November

 28 November

 27 November

* Leap years
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ADVENT

firST SunDAy of ADVEnT

entrance antiphon cf. ps 25 (24): 1-3
to you, i lift up my soul, o my god.
in you, i have trusted; let me not be put to shame.
Nor let my enemies exult over me; and let none who hope in you be put to shame.

the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is not said.

Collect
Grant your faithful, we pray, almighty God,
the resolve to run forth to meet your Christ
with righteous deeds at his coming,
so that, gathered at his right hand,
they may be worthy to possess the heavenly Kingdom.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

the creed is said.

Prayer over the offerings
accept, we pray, o lord, these offerings we make,
gathered from among your gifts to us,
and may what you grant us to celebrate devoutly here below
gain for us the prize of eternal redemption.
Through Christ our lord.

preface i of advent, p. 534.

Communion antiphon ps 85 (84): 13
the Lord will bestow his bounty, and our earth shall yield its increase.

Prayer after Communion
may these mysteries, o lord,
in which we have participated,
profit us, we pray,
for even now, as we walk amid passing things,
you teach us by them to love the things of heaven
and hold fast to what endures.
Through Christ our lord.

a formula of Solemn blessing, p. 674, may be used.
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Monday

entrance antiphon cf. Jer 31: 10; is 35: 4
hear the word of the Lord, o nations;
declare it to the distant lands:
behold, our Savior will come; you need no longer fear.

Collect
Keep us alert, we pray, o lord our God,
as we await the advent of Christ your son,
so that, when he comes and knocks,
he may find us watchful in prayer
and exultant in his praise.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
accept, we pray, o lord, these offerings we make,
gathered from among your gifts to us,
and may what you grant us to celebrate devoutly here below
gain for us the prize of eternal redemption.
Through Christ our lord.

preface i of advent, p. 534.

Communion antiphon cf. ps 106 (105): 4-5; is 38: 3
come, o Lord, visit us in peace,
that we may rejoice before you with a blameless heart.

Prayer after Communion
may these mysteries, o lord,
in which we have participated,
profit us, we pray,
for even now, as we walk amid passing things,
you teach us by them
to love the things of heaven
and hold fast to what endures.
Through Christ our lord.
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Tuesday

entrance antiphon cf. Zec 14: 5, 7
behold, the Lord will come, and all his holy ones with him;
and on that day there will be a great light.

Collect
look with favor, lord God, on our petitions,
and in our trials grant us your compassionate help,
that, consoled by the presence of your son,
whose coming we now await,
we may be tainted no longer
by the corruption of former ways.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Be pleased, o lord, with our humble prayers and offerings,
and, since we have no merits to plead our cause,
come, we pray, to our rescue
with the protection of your mercy.
Through Christ our lord.

preface i of advent, p. 534.

Communion antiphon cf. 2 tm 4: 8
the Just Judge will bestow a crown of righteousness
on those who eagerly await his coming.

Prayer after Communion
Replenished by the food of spiritual nourishment,
we humbly beseech you, o lord,
that, through our partaking in this mystery,
you may teach us to judge wisely the things of earth
and hold firm to the things of heaven.
Through Christ our lord.
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Wednesday

entrance antiphon cf. hb 2: 3; 1 cor 4: 5
the Lord will come and he will not delay.
he will illumine what is hidden in darkness
and reveal himself to all the nations.

Collect
Prepare our hearts, we pray, o lord our God,
by your divine power,
so that at the coming of Christ your son
we may be found worthy of the banquet of eternal life
and merit to receive heavenly nourishment from his hands.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
may the sacrifice of our worship, lord, we pray,
be offered to you unceasingly,
to complete what was begun in sacred mystery
and powerfully accomplish for us your saving work.
Through Christ our lord.

preface i of advent, p. 534.

Communion antiphon cf. is 40: 10; 35: 5
behold, our Lord will come with power
and will enlighten the eyes of his servants.

Prayer after Communion
We implore your mercy, lord,
that this divine sustenance
may cleanse us of our faults
and prepare us for the coming feasts.
Through Christ our lord.
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Thursday

entrance antiphon cf. ps 119 (118): 151-152
you, o Lord, are close, and all your ways are truth.
from of old i have known of your decrees, for you are eternal.

Collect
stir up your power, o lord,
and come to our help with mighty strength,
that what our sins impede
the grace of your mercy may hasten.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
accept, we pray, o lord, these offerings we make,
gathered from among your gifts to us,
and may what you grant us to celebrate devoutly here below
gain for us the prize of eternal redemption.
Through Christ our lord.

preface i of advent, p. 534.

Communion antiphon ti 2: 12-13
Let us live justly and devoutly in this age,
as we await the blessed hope
and the coming of the glory of our great god.

Prayer after Communion
may these mysteries, o lord,
in which we have participated,
profit us, we pray,
for even now, as we walk amid passing things,
you teach us by them
to love the things of heaven
and hold fast to what endures.
Through Christ our lord.
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friday

entrance antiphon
behold, the Lord will come
descending with splendor to visit his people with peace,
and he will bestow on them eternal life.

Collect
stir up your power, we pray, o lord, and come,
that with you to protect us,
we may find rescue
from the pressing dangers of our sins,
and with you to set us free,
we may be found worthy of salvation.
Who live and reign with God the Father
in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Be pleased, o lord, with our humble prayers and offerings,
and, since we have no merits to plead our cause,
come, we pray, to our rescue
with the protection of your mercy.
Through Christ our lord.

preface i of advent, p. 534.

Communion antiphon cf. phil 3: 20-21
We await a savior, the Lord Jesus christ,
who will change our mortal bodies,
to conform with his glorified body.

Prayer after Communion
Replenished by the food of spiritual nourishment,
we humbly beseech you, o lord,
that, through our partaking in this mystery,
you may teach us to judge wisely the things of earth
and hold firm to the things of heaven.
Through Christ our lord.
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Saturday

entrance antiphon cf. ps 80 (79): 4, 2
come and show us your face, o Lord,
who are seated upon the cherubim, and we will be saved.

Collect
o God, who sent your only Begotten son into this world
to free the human race from its ancient enslavement,
bestow on those who devoutly await him
the grace of your compassion from on high,
that we may attain the prize of true freedom.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
may the sacrifice of our worship, lord, we pray,
be offered to you unceasingly,
to complete what was begun in sacred mystery
and powerfully accomplish for us your saving work.
Through Christ our lord.

preface i of advent, p. 534.

Communion antiphon cf. rev 22: 12
behold, i am coming soon
and my recompense is with me, says the Lord,
to bestow a reward according to the deeds of each.

Prayer after Communion
We implore your mercy, lord,
that this divine sustenance
may cleanse us of our faults
and prepare us for the coming feasts.
Through Christ our lord.
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SEConD SunDAy of ADVEnT

entrance antiphon cf. is 30: 19, 30
o people of Sion, behold, 
the Lord will come to save the nations,
and the Lord will make the glory of his voice heard 
in the joy of your heart.

the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is not said.

Collect
almighty and merciful God,
may no earthly undertaking hinder those
who set out in haste to meet your son,
but may our learning of heavenly wisdom
gain us admittance to his company.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

the creed is said.

Prayer over the offerings
Be pleased, o lord, with our humble prayers and offerings,
and, since we have no merits to plead our cause,
come, we pray, to our rescue
with the protection of your mercy.
Through Christ our lord.

preface i of advent, p. 534.

Communion antiphon bar 5: 5; 4: 36
Jerusalem, arise and stand upon the heights,
and behold the joy which comes to you from god.

Prayer after Communion
Replenished by the food of spiritual nourishment,
we humbly beseech you, o lord,
that, through our partaking in this mystery,
you may teach us to judge wisely the things of earth
and hold firm to the things of heaven.
Through Christ our lord.

a formula of Solemn blessing, p. 674, may be used.
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Monday

entrance antiphon  cf. Jer 31: 10; is 35: 4
hear the word of the Lord, o nations;
declare it to the distant lands:
behold, our Savior will come; you need no longer fear.

Collect
may our prayer of petition
rise before you, we pray, o lord,
that, with purity unblemished,
we, your servants, may come, as we desire,
to celebrate the great mystery
of the incarnation of your only Begotten son.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
accept, we pray, o lord, these offerings we make,
gathered from among your gifts to us,
and may what you grant us to celebrate devoutly here below
gain for us the prize of eternal redemption.
Through Christ our lord.

preface i of advent, p. 534.

Communion antiphon cf. ps 106 (105): 4-5; is 38: 3
come, o Lord, visit us in peace,
that we may rejoice before you with a blameless heart.

Prayer after Communion
may these mysteries, o lord,
in which we have participated,
profit us, we pray,
for even now, as we walk amid passing things,
you teach us by them
to love the things of heaven
and hold fast to what endures.
Through Christ our lord.
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Tuesday

entrance antiphon  cf. Zec 14: 5, 7
behold, the Lord will come, and all his holy ones with him;
and on that day there will be a great light.

Collect
o God, who have shown forth your salvation
to all the ends of the earth,
grant, we pray,
that we may look forward in joy
to the glorious nativity of Christ.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Be pleased, o lord, with our humble prayers and offerings,
and, since we have no merits to plead our cause,
come, we pray, to our rescue
with the protection of your mercy.
Through Christ our lord.

preface i of advent, p. 534.

Communion antiphon  cf. 2 tm 4: 8
the Just Judge will bestow a crown of righteousness
on those who eagerly await his coming.

Prayer after Communion
Replenished by the food of spiritual nourishment,
we humbly beseech you, o lord,
that, through our partaking in this mystery,
you may teach us to judge wisely the things of earth
and hold firm to the things of heaven.
Through Christ our lord.
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Wednesday

entrance antiphon cf. hb 2: 3; 1 cor 4: 5
the Lord will come and he will not delay.
he will illumine what is hidden in darkness
and reveal himself to all the nations.

Collect
almighty God, who command us
to prepare the way for Christ the lord,
grant in your kindness, we pray,
that no infirmity may weary us
as we long for the comforting presence
of our heavenly physician.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
may the sacrifice of our worship, lord, we pray,
be offered to you unceasingly,
to complete what was begun in sacred mystery
and powerfully accomplish for us your saving work.
Through Christ our lord.

preface i of advent, p. 534.

Communion antiphon  cf. is 40: 10; 35: 5
behold, our Lord will come with power
and will enlighten the eyes of his servants.

Prayer after Communion
We implore your mercy, lord,
that this divine sustenance
may cleanse us of our faults
and prepare us for the coming feasts.
Through Christ our lord.
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Thursday

entrance antiphon  cf. ps 119 (118): 151-152
you, o Lord, are close, and all your ways are truth.
from of old i have known of your decrees, for you are eternal.

Collect
stir up our hearts, o lord,
to make ready the paths
of your only Begotten son,
that through his coming,
we may be found worthy to serve you
with minds made pure.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
accept, we pray, o lord, these offerings we make,
gathered from among your gifts to us,
and may what you grant us to celebrate devoutly here below
gain for us the prize of eternal redemption.
Through Christ our lord.

preface i of advent, p. 534.

Communion antiphon  ti 2: 12-13
Let us live justly and devoutly in this age,
as we await the blessed hope
and the coming of the glory of our great god.

Prayer after Communion
may these mysteries, o lord,
in which we have participated,
profit us, we pray,
for even now, as we walk amid passing things,
you teach us by them
to love the things of heaven
and hold fast to what endures.
Through Christ our lord.
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friday

entrance antiphon
behold, the Lord will come
descending with splendor to visit his people with peace,
and he will bestow on them eternal life.

Collect
Grant that your people, we pray, almighty God,
may be ever watchful
for the coming of your only Begotten son,
that, as the author of our salvation himself has taught us,
we may hasten, alert and with lighted lamps,
to meet him when he comes.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Be pleased, o lord, with our humble prayers and offerings,
and, since we have no merits to plead our cause,
come, we pray, to our rescue
with the protection of your mercy.
Through Christ our lord.

preface i of advent, p. 534.

Communion antiphon  cf. phil 3: 20-21
We await a savior, the Lord Jesus christ,
who will change our mortal bodies,
to conform with his glorified body.

Prayer after Communion
Replenished by the food of spiritual nourishment,
we humbly beseech you, o lord,
that, through our partaking in this mystery,
you may teach us to judge wisely the things of earth
and hold firm to the things of heaven.
Through Christ our lord.
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153

Saturday

entrance antiphon cf. ps 80 (79): 4, 2
come and show us your face, o Lord,
who are seated upon the cherubim, and we will be saved.

Collect
may the splendor of your glory dawn in our hearts,
we pray, almighty God,
that all shadows of the night may be scattered
and we may be shown to be children of light
by the advent of your only Begotten son.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
may the sacrifice of our worship, lord, we pray,
be offered to you unceasingly,
to complete what was begun in sacred mystery
and powerfully accomplish for us your saving work.
Through Christ our lord.

preface i of advent, p. 534.

Communion antiphon  cf. rev 22: 12
behold, i am coming soon
and my recompense is with me, says the Lord,
to bestow a reward according to the deeds of each.

Prayer after Communion
We implore your mercy, lord,
that this divine sustenance
may cleanse us of our faults
and prepare us for the coming feasts.
Through Christ our lord.
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ThirD SunDAy of ADVEnT
in this Mass the color violet or rose is used.

entrance antiphon  phil 4: 4-5
rejoice in the Lord always; again i say, rejoice.
indeed, the Lord is near.

the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is not said.

Collect
o God, who see how your people
faithfully await the feast of the lord’s nativity,
enable us, we pray, 
to attain the joys of so great a salvation
and to celebrate them always 
with solemn worship and glad rejoicing.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

the creed is said.

Prayer over the offerings
may the sacrifice of our worship, lord, we pray,
be offered to you unceasingly,
to complete what was begun in sacred mystery
and powerfully accomplish for us your saving work.
Through Christ our lord.

preface i or ii of advent, pp. 534-537.

Communion antiphon  cf. is 35: 4
Say to the faint of heart: be strong and do not fear.
behold, our god will come, and he will save us.

Prayer after Communion
We implore your mercy, lord,
that this divine sustenance may cleanse us of our faults
and prepare us for the coming feasts.
Through Christ our lord.

a formula of Solemn blessing, p. 674, may be used.



154	 THIRD	WEEk	OF	ADVENT

When during the week a Mass of the weekday is to be said, the texts given below are used, unless 
the day is one of the advent weekdays that occur from December 17 to 24.

Monday

entrance antiphon  cf. Jer 31: 10; is 35: 4
hear the word of the Lord, o nations;
declare it to the distant lands:
behold, our Savior will come; you need no longer fear.

Collect
incline a merciful ear to our cry, we pray, o lord,
and, casting light on the darkness of our hearts,
visit us with the grace of your son.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
accept, we pray, o lord, these offerings we make,
gathered from among your gifts to us,
and may what you grant us to celebrate devoutly here below
gain for us the prize of eternal redemption.
Through Christ our lord.

preface i of advent, p. 534.

Communion antiphon  cf. ps 106 (105): 4-5; is 38: 3
come, o Lord, visit us in peace,
that we may rejoice before you with a blameless heart.

Prayer after Communion
may these mysteries, o lord,
in which we have participated,
profit us, we pray,
for even now, as we walk amid passing things,
you teach us by them
to love the things of heaven
and hold fast to what endures.
Through Christ our lord.
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Tuesday

entrance antiphon  cf. Zec 14: 5, 7
behold, the Lord will come, and all his holy ones with him;
and on that day there will be a great light.

Collect
o God, who through your only Begotten son
have made us a new creation,
look kindly, we pray,
on the handiwork of your mercy,
and at your son’s coming
cleanse us from every stain of the old way of life.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Be pleased, o lord, with our humble prayers and offerings,
and since we have no merits to plead our cause,
come, we pray, to our rescue
with the protection of your mercy.
Through Christ our lord.

preface i of advent, p. 534.

Communion antiphon  cf. 2 tm 4: 8
the Just Judge will bestow a crown of righteousness
on those who eagerly await his coming.

Prayer after Communion
Replenished by the food of spiritual nourishment,
we humbly beseech you, o lord,
that, through our partaking in this mystery,
you may teach us to judge wisely the things of earth
and hold firm to the things of heaven.
Through Christ our lord.
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Wednesday

entrance antiphon  cf. hb 2: 3; 1 cor 4: 5
the Lord will come and he will not delay.
he will illumine what is hidden in darkness
and reveal himself to all the nations.

Collect
Grant, we pray, almighty God,
that the coming solemnity of your son
may bestow healing upon us in this present life
and bring us the rewards of life eternal.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
may the sacrifice of our worship, lord, we pray,
be offered to you unceasingly,
to complete what was begun in sacred mystery
and powerfully accomplish for us your saving work.
Through Christ our lord.

preface i of advent, p. 534.

Communion antiphon  cf. is 40: 10; 35: 5
behold, our Lord will come with power
and will enlighten the eyes of his servants.

Prayer after Communion
We implore your mercy, lord,
that this divine sustenance
may cleanse us of our faults
and prepare us for the coming feasts.
Through Christ our lord.
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Thursday

entrance antiphon  cf. ps 119 (118): 151-152
you, o Lord, are close, and all your ways are truth.
from of old i have known of your decrees, for you are eternal.

Collect
Unworthy servants that we are, o lord,
grieved by the guilt of our deeds,
we pray that you may gladden us
by the saving advent of your only Begotten son.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
accept, we pray, o lord, these offerings we make,
gathered from among your gifts to us,
and may what you grant us to celebrate devoutly here below
gain for us the prize of eternal redemption.
Through Christ our lord.

preface i of advent, p. 534.

Communion antiphon  ti 2: 12-13
Let us live justly and devoutly in this age,
as we await the blessed hope
and the coming of the glory of our great god.

Prayer after Communion
may these mysteries, o lord,
in which we have participated,
profit us, we pray,
for even now, as we walk amid passing things,
you teach us by them
to love the things of heaven
and hold fast to what endures.
Through Christ our lord.
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159

friday

entrance antiphon
behold, the Lord will come
descending with splendor to visit his people with peace,
and he will bestow on them eternal life.

Collect
may your grace, almighty God,
always go before us and follow after,
so that we, who await with heartfelt desire
the coming of your only Begotten son,
may receive your help both now and in the life to come.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Be pleased, o lord, with our humble prayers and offerings,
and, since we have no merits to plead our cause,
come, we pray, to our rescue
with the protection of your mercy.
Through Christ our lord.

preface i of advent, p. 534.

Communion antiphon  cf. phil 3: 20-21
We await a savior, the Lord Jesus christ,
who will change our mortal bodies,
to conform with his glorified body.

Prayer after Communion
Replenished by the food of spiritual nourishment,
we humbly beseech you, o lord,
that, through our partaking in this mystery,
you may teach us to judge wisely the things of earth
and hold firm to the things of heaven.
Through Christ our lord.
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fourTh SunDAy of ADVEnT

entrance antiphon  cf. is 45: 8
Drop down dew from above, you heavens,
and let the clouds rain down the Just one;
let the earth be opened and bring forth a Savior.

the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is not said.

Collect
Pour forth, we beseech you, o lord,
your grace into our hearts,
that we, to whom the incarnation of Christ your son
was made known by the message of an angel,
may by his Passion and Cross
be brought to the glory of his Resurrection.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

the creed is said.

Prayer over the offerings
may the holy spirit, o lord,
sanctify these gifts laid upon your altar,
just as he filled with his power  

the womb of the Blessed Virgin mary.
Through Christ our lord.

preface ii of advent, p. 536.

Communion antiphon  is 7: 14
behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a son;
and his name will be called emmanuel.

Prayer after Communion
having received this pledge of eternal redemption,
we pray, almighty God,
that, as the feast day of our salvation draws ever nearer,
so we may press forward all the more eagerly
to the worthy celebration of the mystery of your son’s nativity.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

a formula of Solemn blessing, p. 674, may be used.
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ThE WEEkDAyS of ADVEnT
from December 17 to 24

the following Masses are used on the days to which they are assigned, with the exception of 
Sunday, which retains its own Mass.

December 17

entrance antiphon  cf. is 49: 13
rejoice, o heavens, and exult, o earth,
for our Lord will come to show mercy to his poor.

Collect
o God, Creator and Redeemer of human nature,
who willed that your Word should take flesh
in an ever-virgin womb,
look with favor on our prayers,
that your only Begotten son,
having taken to himself our humanity,
may be pleased to grant us a share in his divinity.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
sanctify these gifts of your Church, o lord,
and grant that through these venerable mysteries
we may be nourished with the bread of heaven.
Through Christ our lord.

preface ii of advent, p. 536.

Communion antiphon  cf. hg 2: 7
behold, the Desired of all the nations will come,
and the house of the Lord will be filled with glory.

Prayer after Communion
nourished by these divine gifts, almighty God,
we ask you to grant our desire:
that, aflame with your spirit,
we may shine like bright torches
before your Christ when he comes.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.
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FROM	DECEMBER	17	TO	24	 161

December 18

entrance antiphon
christ our King is coming,
he is the Lamb foretold by John.

Collect
Grant, we pray, almighty God,
that we, who are weighed down from of old
by slavery beneath the yoke of sin,
may be set free by the newness
of the long-awaited nativity
of your only Begotten son.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
may the sacrifice to be offered to you, o lord,
make us acceptable to your name,
that we may merit for all eternity
to be the companions of Christ,
by whose Death our own mortality was healed.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

preface ii of advent, p. 536.

Communion antiphon  Mt 1: 23
his name will be called emmanuel,
which means god-with-us.

Prayer after Communion
may we receive your mercy
in the midst of your temple, o lord,
and show fitting honor
to the coming solemnities of our redemption.
Through Christ our lord.
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December 19

entrance antiphon  cf. heb 10: 37
he who is to come will come and will not delay,
and now there will be no fear within our land,
for he is our Savior.

Collect
o God, who through the child-bearing of the holy Virgin
graciously revealed the radiance of your glory to the world,
grant, we pray,
that we may venerate with integrity of faith
the mystery of so wondrous an incarnation
and always celebrate it with due reverence.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
look with favor, we pray, o lord,
on the offerings we lay upon your altars,
that what we bring despite our weakness
may be sanctified by your power.
Through Christ our lord.

preface ii of advent, p. 536.

Communion antiphon  Lk 1: 78-79
the Dawn from on high will visit us,
guiding our feet in the way of peace.

Prayer after Communion
as we give thanks, almighty God,
for these gifts you have bestowed,
graciously arouse in us, we pray,
the desire for those yet to come,
that we may welcome the nativity of our savior
and honor it with minds made pure.
Through Christ our lord.
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December 20

entrance antiphon  cf. is 11: 1; 40: 5; Lk 3: 6
a branch shall sprout from the root of Jesse,
and the glory of the Lord will fill the whole earth,
and all flesh will see the salvation of god.

Collect
o God, eternal majesty, whose ineffable Word
the immaculate Virgin received through the message of an angel
and so became the dwelling-place of divinity,
filled with the light of the holy spirit,
grant, we pray, that by her example
we may in humility hold fast to your will.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
look, o lord, we pray,
upon the one sacrifice of your son,
that, by participating in this mystery,
we may possess at last the gifts we have awaited
and for which our faith bids us hope.
Through Christ our lord.

preface ii of advent, p. 536.

Communion antiphon  Lk 1: 31
the angel said to Mary:
behold, you will conceive and bear a son,
and you shall name him Jesus.

Prayer after Communion
Grant divine protection, o lord,
to those you renew with this heavenly gift,
that to those who delight in your mysteries
you may give the joy of true peace.
Through Christ our lord.
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December 21

entrance antiphon  cf. is 7: 14; 8: 10
the Lord and ruler will be coming soon,
and his name will be called emmanuel,
because he will be god-with-us.

Collect
hear in kindness, o lord,
the prayers of your people,
that those who rejoice
at the coming of your only Begotten son in our flesh
may, when at last he comes in glory,
gain the reward of eternal life.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Be pleased, o lord, to accept the offerings of your Church,
for in your mercy you have given them to be offered
and by your power you transform them
into the mystery of our salvation.
Through Christ our lord.

preface ii of advent, p. 536.

Communion antiphon  Lk 1: 45
blessed are you who have believed,
that what was spoken to you by the Lord would be fulfilled.

Prayer after Communion
lord, may participation in this divine mystery
provide enduring protection for your people,
so that, being subject to your glorious majesty in dedicated service,
they may know abundant health in mind and body.
Through Christ our lord.
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December 22

entrance antiphon  ps 24 (23): 7
o gates, lift high your heads; grow higher, ancient doors.
Let him enter, the king of glory!

Collect
o God, who, seeing the human race fallen into death,
willed to redeem it by the coming of your only Begotten son,
grant, we pray,
that those who confess his incarnation with humble fervor
may merit his company as their Redeemer.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Trusting in your compassion, o lord,
we come eagerly with our offerings to your sacred altar,
that, through the purifying action of your grace,
we may be cleansed by the very mysteries we serve.
Through Christ our lord.

preface ii of advent, p. 536.

Communion antiphon  Lk 1: 46, 49
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
for the almighty has done great things for me.

Prayer after Communion
may reception of your sacrament strengthen us, o lord,
so that we may go out to meet our savior
with worthy deeds when he comes
and merit the rewards of the blessed.
Through Christ our lord.
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December 23

entrance antiphon  cf. is 9: 5; ps 72 (71): 17
a child shall be born for us,
and he will be called god, the almighty;
every tribe of the earth shall be blest in him.

Collect
almighty ever-living God,
as we see how the nativity of your son
according to the flesh draws near,
we pray that to us, your unworthy servants,
mercy may flow from your Word,
who chose to become flesh of the Virgin mary
and establish among us his dwelling,
Jesus Christ our lord.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
may this oblation,
by which divine worship in its fullness
has been inaugurated for us,
be our perfect reconciliation with you, o lord,
that we may celebrate with minds made pure
the nativity of our Redeemer.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

preface ii of advent, p. 536.

Communion antiphon  rev 3: 20
behold, i stand at the door and knock:
if anyone hears my voice and opens the door to me,
i will enter his house and dine with him, and he with me.

Prayer after Communion
Grant your peace, o lord,
to those you have nourished with these heavenly gifts,
that we may be ready, with lighted lamps,
to meet your dearly beloved son at his coming.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.
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December 24
The morning mass

entrance antiphon  cf. gal 4: 4
behold, when the fullness of time had come,
god sent his Son into the world.

Collect
Come quickly, we pray, lord Jesus,
and do not delay,
that those who trust in your compassion
may find solace and relief in your coming.
Who live and reign with God the Father
in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Graciously make your own, o lord,
the offerings which we bring,
that, partaking of them, we be cleansed of our sins
and merit to stand ready with pure hearts
for the coming in glory of your son.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

preface ii of advent, p. 536.

Communion antiphon  Lk 1: 68
blessed be the Lord, the god of israel!
he has visited his people and redeemed them.

Prayer after Communion
Grant to us who find new vigor, o lord,
in these your wondrous gifts,
that, as we prepare to celebrate in adoration
the festivities of your son’s nativity,
so we may possess in gladness
his everlasting rewards.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.





CHRISTmAS TImE
December 25

THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD 
[CHRISTmAS]

Solemnity
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At the Vigil Mass

this Mass is used on the evening of December 24, either before or after first vespers (evening 
prayer i) of the Nativity.

entrance antiphon cf. ex 16: 6-7
today you will know that the Lord will come, and he will save us, 
and in the morning you will see his glory.

the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is said.

Collect
o God, who gladden us year by year
as we wait in hope for our redemption,
grant that, just as we joyfully welcome
your only Begotten son as our Redeemer,
we may also merit to face him confidently
when he comes again as our Judge.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

the creed is said. all kneel at the words and by the holy Spirit was incarnate.

Prayer over the offerings
as we look forward, o lord,
to the coming festivities, 
may we serve you all the more eagerly
for knowing that in them
you make manifest the beginnings of our redemption.
Through Christ our lord.

preface i, ii or iii of the Nativity of the Lord, pp. 538-543.

When the roman canon is used, the proper form of the communicantes (in communion 
with those) is said.

Communion antiphon  cf. is 40: 5
the glory of the Lord will be revealed,
and all flesh will see the salvation of our god.

Prayer after Communion
Grant, o lord, we pray,
that we may draw new vigor
from celebrating the nativity of your only Begotten son,
by whose heavenly mystery we receive both food and drink.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

a formula of Solemn blessing, p. 674, may be used.
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At the Mass during the night
on the Nativity of the Lord all priests may celebrate or concelebrate three Masses, provided 
the Masses are celebrated at their proper times.

entrance antiphon ps 2: 7
the Lord said to me: you are my Son.
it is i who have begotten you this day.

or:

Let us all rejoice in the Lord, for our Savior has been born in the world.
today true peace has come down to us from heaven.

the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is said.

Collect
o God, who have made this most sacred night
radiant with the splendor of the true light,
grant, we pray, that we, who have known the mysteries of his  

light on earth,
may also delight in his gladness in heaven.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

the creed is said. all kneel at the words and by the holy Spirit was incarnate.

Prayer over the offerings
may the oblation of this day’s feast
be pleasing to you, o lord, we pray,
that through this most holy exchange
we may be found in the likeness of Christ,
in whom our nature is united to you.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

preface i, ii or iii of the Nativity of the Lord, pp. 538-543.

When the roman canon is used, the proper form of the communicantes (in communion 
with those) is said.
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Communion antiphon  Jn 1: 14
the Word became flesh, and we have seen his glory.

Prayer after Communion
Grant us, we pray, o lord our God,
that we, who are gladdened by participation
in the feast of our Redeemer’s nativity,
may through an honorable way of life become worthy of union  

with him.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

a formula of Solemn blessing, p. 674, may be used.
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At the Mass at Dawn

entrance antiphon  cf. is 9: 1, 5; Lk 1: 33
today a light will shine upon us, for the Lord is born for us;
and he will be called Wondrous god,
prince of peace, father of future ages:
and his reign will be without end.

the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is said.

Collect
Grant, we pray, almighty God,
that, as we are bathed in the new radiance of your incarnate Word,
the light of faith, which illumines our minds,
may also shine through in our deeds.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

the creed is said. all kneel at the words and by the holy Spirit was incarnate.

Prayer over the offerings
may our offerings be worthy, we pray, o lord,
of the mysteries of the nativity this day,
that, just as Christ was born a man and also shone forth as God,
so these earthly gifts may confer on us what is divine.
Through Christ our lord.

preface i, ii or iii of the Nativity of the Lord, pp. 538-543.

When the roman canon is used, the proper form of the communicantes (in communion 
with those) is said.

Communion antiphon  cf. Zec 9: 9
rejoice, o Daughter Sion; lift up praise, Daughter Jerusalem: 
behold, your King will come, the holy one and Savior of the world.

Prayer after Communion
Grant us, lord, as we honor with joyful devotion
the nativity of your son,
that we may come to know with fullness of faith
the hidden depths of this mystery
and to love them ever more and more.
Through Christ our lord.

a formula of Solemn blessing, p. 674, may be used.
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At the Mass during the Day

entrance antiphon  cf. is 9: 5
a child is born for us, and a son is given to us;
his scepter of power rests upon his shoulder,
and his name will be called Messenger of great counsel.

the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is said.

Collect
o God, who wonderfully created the dignity of human nature
and still more wonderfully restored it,
grant, we pray,
that we may share in the divinity of Christ,
who humbled himself to share in our humanity.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

the creed is said. all kneel at the words and by the holy Spirit was incarnate.

Prayer over the offerings
make acceptable, o lord, our oblation on this solemn day, 
when you manifested the reconciliation 
that makes us wholly pleasing in your sight
and inaugurated for us the fullness of divine worship.
Through Christ our lord.

preface i, ii or iii of the Nativity of the Lord, pp. 538-543.

When the roman canon is used, the proper form of the communicantes (in communion 
with those) is said.

Communion antiphon  cf. ps 98 (97): 3
all the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our god.

Prayer after Communion
Grant, o merciful God,
that, just as the savior of the world, born this day,
is the author of divine generation for us,
so he may be the giver even of immortality.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

a formula of Solemn blessing, p. 674, may be used.
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The Sunday within the Octave of the Nativity of the Lord [Christmas], 
or, if there is no Sunday, December 30.

ThE hoLy fAMiLy of JESuS, 
 MAry AnD JoSEPh

Feast

entrance antiphon  Lk 2: 16
the shepherds went in haste,
and found Mary and Joseph and the infant lying in a manger.

the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is said.

Collect
o God, who were pleased to give us
the shining example of the holy Family,
graciously grant that we may imitate them
in practicing the virtues of family life and in the bonds of charity,
and so, in the joy of your house,
delight one day in eternal rewards.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

When this feast is celebrated on Sunday, the creed is said.
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Prayer over the offerings
We offer you, lord, the sacrifice of conciliation,
humbly asking that,
through the intercession of the Virgin mother of God and  

saint Joseph,
you may establish our families firmly in your grace and your 

peace.
Through Christ our lord.

preface i, ii or iii of the Nativity of the Lord, pp. 538-543.

When the roman canon is used, the proper form of the communicantes (in communion 
with those) is said.

Communion antiphon bar 3: 38
our god has appeared on the earth, and lived among us.

Prayer after Communion
Bring those you refresh with this heavenly sacrament,
most merciful Father,
to imitate constantly the example of the holy Family,
so that, after the trials of this world,
we may share their company for ever.
Through Christ our lord.
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December 29

fifth Day within the octave of the nativity of the Lord [Christmas]

entrance antiphon  Jn 3: 16
god so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son,
so that all who believe in him may not perish, 
but may have eternal life.

the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is said.

Collect
almighty and invisible God,
who dispersed the darkness of this world
by the coming of your light,
look, we pray, with serene countenance upon us,
that we may acclaim with fitting praise
the greatness of the nativity of your only Begotten son.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Receive our oblation, o lord,
by which is brought about a glorious exchange,
that, by offering what you have given,
we may merit to receive your very self.
Through Christ our lord.

preface i, ii or iii of the Nativity of the Lord, pp. 538-543.

When the roman canon is used, the proper form of the communicantes (in communion 
with those) is said.

Communion antiphon  Lk 1: 78
through the tender mercy of our god,
the Dawn from on high will visit us.

Prayer after Communion
Grant, we pray, almighty God,
that, by the power of these holy mysteries,
our life may be constantly sustained.
Through Christ our lord.
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December 30

Sixth Day within the octave of the nativity of the Lord [Christmas]
When there is no Sunday within the octave of the Nativity [christmas], the feast of the holy 
family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph is celebrated on this day (cf. pp. 176-177).

entrance antiphon  Wis 18: 14-15
When a profound silence covered all things
and night was in the middle of its course,
your all-powerful Word, o Lord,
bounded from heaven’s royal throne.

the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is said.

Collect
Grant, we pray, almighty God,
that the newness of the nativity in the flesh
of your only Begotten son may set us free,
for ancient servitude holds us bound
beneath the yoke of sin.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Receive with favor, o lord, we pray,
the offerings of your people,
that what they profess with devotion and faith
may be theirs through these heavenly mysteries.
Through Christ our lord.

preface i, ii or iii of the Nativity of the Lord, pp. 538-543.

When the roman canon is used, the proper form of the communicantes (in communion 
with those) is said.

Communion antiphon  Jn 1: 16
from his fullness we have all received,
grace upon grace.

Prayer after Communion
o God, who touch us through our partaking of your sacrament,
work, we pray, the effects of its power in our hearts,
that we may be made fit to receive your gift
through this very gift itself.
Through Christ our lord.
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December 31

Seventh Day within the octave of  
the nativity of the Lord [Christmas]

entrance antiphon  is 9: 5
a child is born for us, and a son is given to us;
his scepter of power rests upon his shoulder,
and his name will be called Messenger of great counsel.

the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is said.

Collect
almighty ever-living God,
who in the nativity of your son
established the beginning and fulfillment of all religion,
grant, we pray, that we may be numbered
among those who belong to him,
in whom is the fullness of human salvation.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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Prayer over the offerings
o God, who give us the gift of true prayer and of peace,
graciously grant that, through this offering,
we may do fitting homage to your divine majesty
and, by partaking of the sacred mystery,
we may be faithfully united in mind and heart.
Through Christ our lord.

preface i, ii or iii of the Nativity of the Lord, pp. 538-543.

When the roman canon is used, the proper form of the communicantes (in communion 
with those) is said.

Communion antiphon 1 Jn 4: 9
god sent his only begotten Son into the world,
so that we might have life through him.

Prayer after Communion
may your people, o lord,
whom you guide and sustain in many ways,
experience, both now and in the future,
the remedies which you bestow,
that, with the needed solace of things that pass away,
they may strive with ever deepened trust for things eternal.
Through Christ our lord.



182

January 1

The Octave Day of the Nativity of the Lord [Christmas]

SoLEMniTy of MAry,
ThE hoLy MoThEr of goD

entrance antiphon  
hail, holy Mother, who gave birth to the King,
who rules heaven and earth for ever.

or:  cf. is 9: 1, 5; Lk 1: 33

today a light will shine upon us, for the Lord is born for us;
and he will be called Wondrous god,
prince of peace, father of future ages:
and his reign will be without end.

the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is said.

Collect
o God, who through the fruitful virginity of Blessed mary
bestowed on the human race
the grace of eternal salvation,
grant, we pray,
that we may experience the intercession of her, 
through whom we were found worthy
to receive the author of life,
our lord Jesus Christ, your son.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

the creed is said.
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Prayer over the offerings
o God, who in your kindness begin all good things
and bring them to fulfillment,
grant to us, who find joy in the solemnity of the  

holy mother of God,
that, just as we glory in the beginnings of your grace,
so one day we may rejoice in its completion.
Through Christ our lord.

preface i of the blessed virgin Mary (on the Solemnity of the Motherhood), pp. 590-591.

When the roman canon is used, the proper form of the communicantes (in communion 
with those) is said.

Communion antiphon  heb 13: 8
Jesus christ is the same yesterday, today, and for ever.

Prayer after Communion
We have received this heavenly sacrament with joy, o lord:
grant, we pray,
that it may lead us to eternal life,
for we rejoice to proclaim the blessed ever-Virgin mary
mother of your son and mother of the Church.
Through Christ our lord.

a formula of Solemn blessing, p. 675, may be used.

on the days following, when the Mass of the weekday is to be said, the texts given below 
are used, p. 190.
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SEConD SunDAy AfTEr ThE nATiViTy [ChriSTMAS]

entrance antiphon  Wis 18: 14-15
When a profound silence covered all things
and night was in the middle of its course,
your all-powerful Word, o Lord, bounded from heaven’s royal throne.

the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is said.

Collect
almighty ever-living God,
splendor of faithful souls,
graciously be pleased to fill the world with your glory,
and show yourself to all peoples by the radiance of your light.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

the creed is said.

Prayer over the offerings
sanctify, o lord, the offerings we make
on the nativity of your only Begotten son,
for by it you show us the way of truth
and promise the life of the heavenly Kingdom.
Through Christ our lord.

preface i, ii or iii of the Nativity of the Lord, pp. 538-543.

Communion antiphon  cf. Jn 1: 12
to all who would accept him,
he gave the power to become children of god.

Prayer after Communion
lord our God, we humbly ask you,
that, through the working of this mystery,
our offenses may be cleansed
and our just desires fulfilled.
Through Christ our lord.

a formula of Solemn blessing, p. 674, may be used.
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[In the Dioceses of the United States]

Sunday between January 2 and January 8

ThE EPiPhAny of ThE LorD
Solemnity
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At the Vigil Mass

this Mass is used on the evening of the day before the Solemnity, either before or after first 
vespers (evening prayer i) of the epiphany.

entrance antiphon  cf. bar 5: 5
arise, Jerusalem, and look to the east
and see your children gathered from the rising to the setting of the sun.

the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is said.

Collect
may the splendor of your majesty, o lord, we pray,
shed its light upon our hearts,
that we may pass through the shadows of this world
and reach the brightness of our eternal home.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

the creed is said.

Prayer over the offerings
accept we pray, o lord, our offerings,
in honor of the appearing of your only Begotten son
and the first fruits of the nations,
that to you praise may be rendered 
and eternal salvation be ours.
Through Christ our lord.

preface of the epiphany of the Lord, pp. 544-545.

Communion antiphon  cf. rev 21: 23
the brightness of god illumined the holy city Jerusalem,
and the nations will walk by its light.

Prayer after Communion
Renewed by sacred nourishment,
we implore your mercy, o lord,
that the star of your justice
may shine always bright in our minds
and that our true treasure may ever consist in our confession of you.
Through Christ our lord.

a formula of Solemn blessing, p. 676, may be used.
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At the Mass during the Day

entrance antiphon  cf. Mal 3: 1; 1 chr 29: 12
behold, the Lord, the Mighty one, has come;
and kingship is in his grasp, and power and dominion.

the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is said.

Collect
o God, who on this day
revealed your only Begotten son to the nations
by the guidance of a star,
grant in your mercy 

that we, who know you already by faith,
may be brought to behold the beauty of your sublime glory.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Where it is the practice, if appropriate, the moveable feasts of the current year may be 
proclaimed after the gospel, according to the formula given below, pp. 1448-1449.

the creed is said.
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Prayer over the offerings
look with favor, lord, we pray,
on these gifts of your Church,
in which are offered now not gold or frankincense or myrrh,
but he who by them is proclaimed,
sacrificed and received, Jesus Christ.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

preface of the epiphany of the Lord, pp. 544-545.

When the roman canon is used, the proper form of the communicantes (in communion 
with those) is said.

Communion antiphon cf. Mt 2: 2
We have seen his star in the east,
and have come with gifts to adore the Lord.

Prayer after Communion
Go before us with heavenly light, o lord,
always and everywhere,
that we may perceive with clear sight
and revere with true affection
the mystery in which you have willed us to participate.
Through Christ our lord.

a formula of Solemn blessing, p. 676, may be used.
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WEEkDAyS of ChriSTMAS TiME
from January 2

to the Saturday before the Feast of  
the Baptism of the Lord

these Masses are used on the weekdays to which they are assigned, with the collect selected as 
indicated.

Monday

entrance antiphon
a holy day has dawned upon us:
come, you nations, and adore the Lord,
for a great light has come down upon the earth.

Collect

before the Solemnity of the epiphany

Grant your people, o lord, we pray,
unshakable strength of faith,
so that all who profess that your only Begotten son
is with you for ever in your glory
and was born of the Virgin mary
in a body truly like our own
may be freed from present trials
and given a place in abiding gladness.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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after the Solemnity of the epiphany

o God, whose eternal Word adorns the face of the heavens
yet accepted from the Virgin mary the frailty of our flesh,
grant, we pray,
that he who appeared among us as the splendor of truth
may go forth in the fullness of power
for the redemption of the world.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Receive our oblation, o lord,
by which is brought about a glorious exchange,
that, by offering what you have given,
we may merit to receive your very self.
Through Christ our lord.

preface of the Nativity (pp. 538-543) before the Solemnity of the epiphany; preface of the 
epiphany (pp. 544-545) or of the Nativity (pp. 538-543) after the Solemnity.

Communion antiphon  Jn 1: 14
We have seen his glory, the glory of an only Son coming from the father,  
filled with grace and truth.

Prayer after Communion
Grant, we pray, almighty God,
that, by the power of these holy mysteries,
our life may be constantly sustained.
Through Christ our lord.
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Tuesday

entrance antiphon  ps 118 (117): 26-27
blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord:
the Lord is god and has given us light.

Collect

before the Solemnity of the epiphany

o God, who in the blessed childbearing of the holy Virgin mary
kept the flesh of your son
free from the sentence incurred by the human race,
grant, we pray,
that we, who have been taken up into this new creation,
may be freed from the ancient taint of sin.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

after the Solemnity of the epiphany

o God, whose only Begotten son
has appeared in our very flesh,
grant, we pray, that we may be inwardly transformed
through him whom we recognize as outwardly like ourselves.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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Prayer over the offerings
Receive with favor, o lord, we pray, the offerings of your people,
that what they profess with devotion and faith
may be theirs through these heavenly mysteries.
Through Christ our lord.

preface of the Nativity (pp. 538-543) before the Solemnity of the epiphany; preface of the 
epiphany (pp. 544-545) or of the Nativity (pp. 538-543) after the Solemnity.

Communion antiphon eph 2: 4; rom 8: 3
because of that great love of his with which god loved us,
he sent his Son in the likeness of sinful flesh.

Prayer after Communion
o God, who touch us through our partaking of your sacrament,
work, we pray, the effects of its power in our hearts,
that we may be made fit to receive your gift
through this very gift itself.
Through Christ our lord.
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Wednesday

entrance antiphon  is 9: 1
a people who walked in darkness has seen a great light;
for those dwelling in a land of deep gloom, a light has shone.

Collect

before the Solemnity of the epiphany

Grant us, almighty God, that the bringer of your salvation,
who for the world’s redemption came forth with newness of 

heavenly light,
may dawn afresh in our hearts and bring us constant renewal.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

after the Solemnity of the epiphany

o God, who bestow light on all the nations,
grant your peoples the gladness of lasting peace
and pour into our hearts that brilliant light
by which you purified the minds of our fathers in faith.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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Prayer over the offerings
o God, who give us the gift of true prayer and of peace,
graciously grant that, through this offering,
we may do fitting homage to your divine majesty
and, by partaking of the sacred mystery,
we may be faithfully united in mind and heart.
Through Christ our lord.

preface of the Nativity (pp. 538-543) before the Solemnity of the epiphany; preface of the 
epiphany (pp. 544-545) or of the Nativity (pp. 538-543) after the Solemnity.

Communion antiphon  1 Jn 1: 2
that life which was with the father became visible, and has appeared to us.

Prayer after Communion
may your people, o lord,
whom you guide and sustain in many ways,
experience, both now and in the future,
the remedies which you bestow,
that, with the needed solace of things that pass away,
they may strive with ever deepened trust for things eternal.
Through Christ our lord.
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Thursday

entrance antiphon  cf. Jn 1: 1
in the beginning and before all ages, the Word was god
and he humbled himself to be born the Savior of the world.

Collect

before the Solemnity of the epiphany

o God, who by the nativity of your only Begotten son
wondrously began for your people the work of redemption,
grant, we pray, to your servants such firmness of faith,
that by his guidance they may attain the glorious prize you  

have promised.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

after the Solemnity of the epiphany

o God, who through your son raised up your eternal light for  
all nations,

grant that your people may come to acknowledge
the full splendor of their Redeemer,
that, bathed ever more in his radiance,
they may reach everlasting glory.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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Prayer over the offerings
Receive our oblation, o lord,
by which is brought about a glorious exchange,
that, by offering what you have given,
we may merit to receive your very self.
Through Christ our lord.

preface of the Nativity (pp. 538-543) before the Solemnity of the epiphany; preface of the 
epiphany (pp. 544-545) or of the Nativity (pp. 538-543) after the Solemnity.

Communion antiphon  Jn 3: 16
god so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son,
so that all who believe in him may not perish, but may have eternal life.

Prayer after Communion
Grant, we pray, almighty God,
that, by the power of these holy mysteries,
our life may be constantly sustained.
Through Christ our lord.
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friday

entrance antiphon  ps 112 (111): 4
a light has risen in the darkness for the upright of heart;
the Lord is generous, merciful and just.

Collect

before the Solemnity of the epiphany

Cast your kindly light upon your faithful, lord, we pray,
and with the splendor of your glory
set their hearts ever aflame,
that they may never cease to acknowledge their savior
and may truly hold fast to him.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

after the Solemnity of the epiphany

Grant, we ask, almighty God,
that the nativity of the savior of the world,
made known by the guidance of a star,
may be revealed ever more fully to our minds.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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Prayer over the offerings
Receive with favor, o lord, we pray, the offerings of your people,
that what they profess with devotion and faith
may be theirs through these heavenly mysteries.
Through Christ our lord.

preface of the Nativity (pp. 538-543) before the Solemnity of the epiphany; preface of the 
epiphany (pp. 544-545) or of the Nativity (pp. 538-543) after the Solemnity.

Communion antiphon  1 Jn 4: 9
by this the love of god was revealed to us:
god sent his only begotten Son into the world, 
so that we might have life through him.

Prayer after Communion
o God, who touch us through our partaking of your sacrament,
work, we pray, the effects of its power in our hearts,
that we may be made fit to receive your gift
through this very gift itself.
Through Christ our lord.
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Saturday

entrance antiphon  gal 4: 4-5
god sent his Son, born of a woman,
so that we might receive adoption as children.

Collect

before the Solemnity of the epiphany

almighty ever-living God,
who were pleased to shine forth with new light
through the coming of your only Begotten son,
grant, we pray,
that, just as he was pleased to share our bodily form
through the childbearing of the Virgin mary,
so we, too, may one day merit
to become companions in his kingdom of grace.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

after the Solemnity of the epiphany

almighty ever-living God,
who through your only Begotten son
have made us a new creation for yourself,
grant, we pray,
that by your grace we may be found in the likeness of him,
in whom our nature is united to you.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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Prayer over the offerings
o God, who give us the gift of true prayer and of peace,
graciously grant that, through this offering,
we may do fitting homage to your divine majesty
and, by partaking of the sacred mystery,
we may be faithfully united in mind and heart.
Through Christ our lord.

preface of the Nativity (pp. 538-543) before the Solemnity of the epiphany; preface of the 
epiphany (p. 544-545) or of the Nativity (pp. 538-543) after the Solemnity.

Communion antiphon  Jn 1: 16
from his fullness we have all received,
grace upon grace.

Prayer after Communion
may your people, o lord,
whom you guide and sustain in many ways,
experience, both now and in the future,
the remedies which you bestow,
that, with the needed solace of things that pass away,
they may strive with ever deepened trust for things eternal.
Through Christ our lord.
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Sunday after the Epiphany of the Lord

ThE bAPTiSM of ThE LorD
Feast

Where the Solemnity of the epiphany is transferred to Sunday, if this Sunday occurs on January 7 
or 8, the feast of the baptism of the Lord is celebrated on the following Monday.

entrance antiphon cf. Mt 3: 16-17
after the Lord was baptized, the heavens were opened,
and the Spirit descended upon him like a dove,
and the voice of the father thundered:
this is my beloved Son, with whom i am well pleased.

the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is said.

Collect
almighty ever-living God,
who, when Christ had been baptized in the River Jordan
and as the holy spirit descended upon him,
solemnly declared him your beloved son,
grant that your children by adoption,
reborn of water and the holy spirit,
may always be well pleasing to you.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

or:

o God, whose only Begotten son
has appeared in our very flesh,
grant, we pray, that we may be inwardly transformed
through him whom we recognize as outwardly like ourselves.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

the creed is said.
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Prayer over the offerings
accept, o lord, the offerings
we have brought to honor the revealing of your beloved son,
so that the oblation of your faithful
may be transformed into the sacrifice of him
who willed in his compassion
to wash away the sins of the world.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.
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Preface: The Baptism of the lord.
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holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .

text without music:

v. The lord be with you.
r. and with your spirit.

v. lift up your hearts.
r. We lift them up to the Lord.

v. let us give thanks to the lord our God.
r. it is right and just.

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God.

For in the waters of the Jordan
you revealed with signs and wonders a new Baptism,
so that through the voice that came down from heaven
we might come to believe in your Word dwelling among us,
and by the spirit’s descending in the likeness of a dove
we might know that Christ your servant
has been anointed with the oil of gladness
and sent to bring the good news to the poor.

and so, with the Powers of heaven,
we worship you constantly on earth, 
and before your majesty
without end we acclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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Communion antiphon  Jn 1: 32, 34
behold the one of whom John said:
i have seen and testified that this is the Son of god.

Prayer after Communion
nourished with these sacred gifts,
we humbly entreat your mercy, o lord,
that, faithfully listening to your only Begotten son,
we may be your children in name and in truth.
Through Christ our lord.

ordinary time lasts from the Monday after this Sunday to the tuesday before Lent. for 
Masses both on Sundays and on weekdays, the texts given below, pp. 459 ff., are used.



LENT
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1.  it is strongly recommended that the tradition of gathering the local church after the fashion 
of the roman “stations” be kept and promoted, especially during Lent and at least in larger 
towns and cities, in a way best suited to individual places.

Such gatherings of the faithful can take place, especially with the chief pastor of the 
diocese presiding, on Sundays or on other more convenient days during the week, either at 
the tombs of the Saints, or in the principal churches or shrines of a city, or even in the more 
frequently visited places of pilgrimage in the diocese.

if a procession precedes a Mass celebrated for such a gathering, according to circumstances 
and local conditions, the faithful gather at a smaller church or some other suitable place 
other than in the church to which the procession will head.

after greeting the people, the priest says a collect of the Mystery of the holy cross  
(cf. below, pp. 1331), for the forgiveness of Sins (cf. below, pp. 1306-1307), or for the 
church, especially for the particular church (cf. below, pp. 1242), or one of the prayers 
over the people. then the procession makes its way to the church in which Mass will be 
celebrated and meanwhile the Litany of the Saints is sung. invocations to the patron Saint 
or the founder Saint and to the Saints of the local church may be inserted at the appropriate 
point in the Litany.

When the procession reaches the church, the priest venerates the altar and, if appropriate, 
incenses it. afterwards, omitting the introductory rites and, if appropriate, the Kyrie, he 
says the collect of the Mass, and then continues the Mass in the usual way.

2. at these gatherings, instead of Mass, some celebration of the Word of god may also take place, 
especially in the form of the penitential celebrations given in the roman ritual for Lent.

3. on weekdays of Lent, at the end of Mass and before the final blessing, the prayer over the 
people indicated for each day may appropriately be used.

4. During Lent, it is not permitted to decorate the altar with flowers, and the use of musical 
instruments is allowed only so as to support the singing. Nevertheless, Laetare Sunday (the 
fourth Sunday of Lent), Solemnities, and feasts are exceptions to this rule.
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ASh WEDnESDAy

in the course of today’s Mass, ashes are blessed and distributed. these are made from the olive 
branches or branches of other trees that were blessed the previous year.

Introductory Rites and Liturgy of the Word

entrance antiphon  Wis 11: 24, 25, 27
you are merciful to all, o Lord,
and despise nothing that you have made.
you overlook people’s sins, to bring them to repentance, 
and you spare them, for you are the Lord our god.

the penitential act is omitted, and the Distribution of ashes takes its place.

Collect
Grant, o lord, that we may begin with holy fasting
this campaign of Christian service,
so that, as we take up battle against spiritual evils,
we may be armed with weapons of self-restraint.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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Blessing and Distribution of Ashes

after the homily, the priest, standing with hands joined, says:

Dear brethren (brothers and sisters), let us humbly ask God 
our Father

that he be pleased to bless with the abundance of his grace
these ashes, which we will put on our heads in penitence.

after a brief prayer in silence, and, with hands extended, he continues:

o God, who are moved by acts of humility
and respond with forgiveness to works of penance,
lend your merciful ear to our prayers
and in your kindness pour out the grace of your X blessing
on your servants who are marked with these ashes,
that, as they follow the lenten observances,
they may be worthy to come with minds made pure
to celebrate the Paschal mystery of your son.
Through Christ our lord.
r. amen. 

or:

o God, who desire not the death of sinners,
but their conversion,
mercifully hear our prayers
and in your kindness be pleased to bless X these ashes,
which we intend to receive upon our heads,
that we, who acknowledge we are but ashes
and shall return to dust,
may, through a steadfast observance of lent,
gain pardon for sins and newness of life
after the likeness of your Risen son.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.
r. amen.

he sprinkles the ashes with holy water, without saying anything.
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then the priest places ashes on the head of all those present who come to him, and says to 
each one:

Repent, and believe in the Gospel.

or:

Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.

Meanwhile, the following are sung:

antiphon 1
Let us change our garments to sackcloth and ashes,
let us fast and weep before the Lord,
that our god, rich in mercy, might forgive us our sins.

antiphon 2  cf. Jl 2: 17; est 4: 17
Let the priests, the ministers of the Lord,
stand between the porch and the altar and weep and cry out:
Spare, o Lord, spare your people;
do not close the mouths of those who sing your praise, o Lord.

antiphon 3  ps 51 (50): 3
blot out my transgressions, o Lord.

this may be repeated after each verse of psalm 51 (50) (have mercy on me, o god).

Responsory  cf. bar 3: 2; ps 79 (78): 9

r. Let us correct our faults which we have committed in ignorance, 
let us not be taken unawares by the day of our death, looking in 
vain for leisure to repent. * hear us, o Lord, and show us your 
mercy, for we have sinned against you.

v. help us, o God our savior; for the sake of your name, o lord, set 
us free. * hear us, o lord . . .

another appropriate chant may also be sung.

after the distribution of ashes, the priest washes his hands and proceeds to the universal 
prayer, and continues the Mass in the usual way.

the creed is not said.
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The Liturgy of the Eucharist

Prayer over the offerings
as we solemnly offer
the annual sacrifice for the beginning of lent,
we entreat you, o lord,
that, through works of penance and charity,
we may turn away from harmful pleasures
and, cleansed from our sins, may become worthy
to celebrate devoutly the Passion of your son.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

preface iii or iv of Lent, pp. 550-553.

Communion antiphon cf. ps 1: 2-3
he who ponders the law of the Lord day and night
will yield fruit in due season.

Prayer after Communion
may the sacrament we have received sustain us, o lord,
that our lenten fast may be pleasing to you
and be for us a healing remedy.
Through Christ our lord.

Prayer over the People

for the dismissal, the priest stands facing the people and, extending his hands over them, 
says this prayer:

Pour out a spirit of compunction, o God,
on those who bow before your majesty,
and by your mercy may they merit the rewards you promise
to those who do penance.
Through Christ our lord.

the blessing and distribution of ashes may also take place outside Mass. in this case, the 
rite is preceded by a Liturgy of the Word, with the entrance antiphon, the collect, and the 
readings with their chants as at Mass. then there follow the homily and the blessing and 
distribution of ashes. the rite is concluded with the universal prayer, the blessing, and the 
Dismissal of the faithful.
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Thursday after Ash Wednesday

entrance antiphon  cf. ps 55 (54): 17-20, 23
When i cried to the Lord, he heard my voice;
he rescued me from those who attack me.
entrust your cares to the Lord, and he will support you.

Collect
Prompt our actions with your inspiration, we pray, o lord,
and further them with your constant help,
that all we do may always begin from you
and by you be brought to completion.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Regard with favor, o lord, we pray,
the offerings we set upon this sacred altar,
that, bestowing on us your pardon,
our oblations may give honor to your name.
Through Christ our lord.

preface of Lent, pp. 546-553.

Communion antiphon  cf. ps 51 (50): 12
create a pure heart for me, o god;
renew a steadfast spirit within me.

Prayer after Communion
having received the blessing of your heavenly gifts,
we humbly beseech you, almighty God,
that they may always be for us
a source both of pardon and of salvation.
Through Christ our lord.

Prayer over the People for optional use

almighty God,
who have made known to your people
the ways of eternal life,
lead them by that path, we pray,
to you, the unfading light.
Through Christ our lord.
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friday after Ash Wednesday

entrance antiphon  ps 30 (29): 11
the Lord heard and had mercy on me; 
the Lord became my helper.

Collect
show gracious favor, o lord, we pray,
to the works of penance we have begun,
that we may have strength to accomplish with sincerity
the bodily observances we undertake.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
We offer, o lord, the sacrifice of our lenten observance,
praying that it may make our intentions acceptable to you
and add to our powers of self-restraint.
Through Christ our lord.

preface of Lent, pp. 546-553.

Communion antiphon  ps 25 (24): 4
o Lord, make me know your ways, 
teach me your paths.

Prayer after Communion
We pray, almighty God,
that, through partaking of this mystery,
we may be cleansed of all our misdeeds,
and so be suited for the remedies of your compassion.
Through Christ our lord.

Prayer over the People for optional use

For your mighty deeds, o God of mercy,
may your people offer endless thanks,
and, by observing the age-old disciplines
along their pilgrim journey,
may they merit to come and behold you for ever.
Through Christ our lord.
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Saturday after Ash Wednesday

entrance antiphon  cf. ps 69 (68): 17
answer us, Lord, for your mercy is kind;
in the abundance of your mercies, look upon us.

Collect
almighty ever-living God,
look with compassion on our weakness
and ensure us your protection
by stretching forth the right hand of your majesty.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
accept, we pray, o lord,
the sacrifice of conciliation and praise,
and grant that, cleansed by its working,
we may offer minds well pleasing to you.
Through Christ our lord.

preface of Lent, pp. 546-553.

Communion antiphon  Mt 9: 13
i desire mercy, not sacrifice, says the Lord,
for i did not come to call the just but sinners.

Prayer after Communion
nourished with the gift of heavenly life,
we pray, o lord,
that what remains for us a mystery in this present life
may be for us a help to reach eternity.
Through Christ our lord.

Prayer over the People for optional use

abide graciously, o lord, with your people,
who have touched the sacred mysteries,
that no dangers may bring affliction
to those who trust in you, their protector. 
Through Christ our lord.
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firST SunDAy of LEnT
on this Sunday is celebrated the rite of “election” or “enrollment of names” for the catechumens 
who are to be admitted to the Sacraments of christian initiation at the easter vigil, using the 
proper prayers and intercessions as given below, pp. 1119-1120.

entrance antiphon cf. ps 91 (90): 15-16
When he calls on me, i will answer him;
i will deliver him and give him glory,
i will grant him length of days.

the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is not said.

Collect
Grant, almighty God,
through the yearly observances of holy lent,
that we may grow in understanding
of the riches hidden in Christ
and by worthy conduct pursue their effects.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

the creed is said.

Prayer over the offerings
Give us the right dispositions, o lord, we pray,
to make these offerings,
for with them we celebrate the beginning
of this venerable and sacred time.
Through Christ our lord.

Preface: The Temptation of the lord.
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holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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text without music:

v. The lord be with you.
r. and with your spirit.

v. lift up your hearts.
r. We lift them up to the Lord.

v. let us give thanks to the lord our God.
r. it is right and just.

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God,
through Christ our lord.

By abstaining forty long days from earthly food,
he consecrated through his fast
the pattern of our lenten observance
and, by overturning all the snares of the ancient serpent,
taught us to cast out the leaven of malice,
so that, celebrating worthily the Paschal mystery,
we might pass over at last to the eternal paschal feast.

and so, with the company of angels and saints,
we sing the hymn of your praise,
as without end we acclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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Communion antiphon  Mt 4: 4
one does not live by bread alone,
but by every word that comes forth from the mouth of god.

or:  cf. ps 91 (90): 4

the Lord will conceal you with his pinions,
and under his wings you will trust.

Prayer after Communion
Renewed now with heavenly bread,
by which faith is nourished, hope increased,
and charity strengthened,
we pray, o lord,
that we may learn to hunger for Christ,
the true and living Bread,
and strive to live by every word
which proceeds from your mouth.
Through Christ our lord.

Prayer over the People
may bountiful blessing, o lord, we pray,
come down upon your people,
that hope may grow in tribulation,
virtue be strengthened in temptation,
and eternal redemption be assured.
Through Christ our lord.
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Monday

entrance antiphon  cf. ps 123 (122): 2-3
Like the eyes of slaves on the hand of their lords,
so our eyes are on the Lord our god, till he show us his mercy.
have mercy on us, Lord, have mercy.

Collect
Convert us, o God our savior,
and instruct our minds by heavenly teaching,
that we may benefit from the works of lent.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
may this devout oblation be acceptable to you, o lord,
that by your power it may sanctify our manner of life
and gain for us your conciliation and pardon.
Through Christ our lord.

preface of Lent, pp. 546-553.

Communion antiphon  Mt 25: 40, 34
amen, i say to you: 
Whatever you did for one of the least of my brethren,
you did it for me, says the Lord.
come, you blessed of my father,
receive the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.

Prayer after Communion
We pray, o lord, that, in receiving your sacrament,
we may experience help in mind and body
so that, kept safe in both,
we may glory in the fullness of heavenly healing.
Through Christ our lord.

Prayer over the People for optional use

enlighten the minds of your people, lord, we pray,
with the light of your glory,
that they may see what must be done
and have the strength to do what is right.
Through Christ our lord.
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Tuesday

entrance antiphon  cf. ps 90 (89): 1-2
o Lord, you have been our refuge, from generation to generation;
from age to age, you are.

Collect
look upon your family, lord,
that, through the chastening effects of bodily discipline,
our minds may be radiant in your presence
with the strength of our yearning for you.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Receive, o Creator, almighty God,
what we bring from your bountiful goodness,
and be pleased to transform
this temporal sustenance you have given us,
that it may bring us eternal life.
Through Christ our lord.

preface of Lent, pp. 546-553.

Communion antiphon  cf. ps 4: 2
When i called, the god of justice gave me answer;
from anguish you released me;
have mercy, o Lord, and hear my prayer!

Prayer after Communion
Grant us through these mysteries, lord,
that by moderating earthly desires
we may learn to love the things of heaven.
Through Christ our lord.

Prayer over the People for optional use

may your faithful be strengthened, o God, by your blessing:
in grief, may you be their consolation,
in tribulation, their power to endure,
and in peril, their protection.
Through Christ our lord.
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Wednesday

entrance antiphon  cf. ps 25 (24): 6, 2, 22
remember your compassion, o Lord,
and your merciful love, for they are from of old.
Let not our enemies exult over us.
redeem us, o god of israel, from all our distress.

Collect
look kindly, lord, we pray,
on the devotion of your people,
that those who by self-denial are restrained in body
may by the fruit of good works be renewed in mind.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
We offer to you, o lord,
what you have given to be dedicated to your name,
that, just as for our benefit you make these gifts a sacrament,
so you may let them become for us an eternal remedy.
Through Christ our lord.

preface of Lent, pp. 546-553.

Communion antiphon  cf. ps 5: 12
all who take refuge in you shall be glad, o Lord,
and ever cry out their joy, and you shall dwell among them.

Prayer after Communion
o God, who never cease to nourish us by your sacrament,
grant that the refreshment you give us through it
may bring us unending life.
Through Christ our lord.

Prayer over the People for optional use

Watch over your people, lord,
and in your kindness cleanse them from all sins,
for if evil has no dominion over them,
no trial can do them harm.
Through Christ our lord.
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Thursday

entrance antiphon cf. ps 5: 2-3
to my words give ear, o Lord; give heed to my sighs.
attend to the sound of my cry, my King and my god.

Collect
Bestow on us, we pray, o lord,
a spirit of always pondering on what is right
and of hastening to carry it out,
and, since without you we cannot exist,
may we be enabled to live according to your will.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Be merciful, o lord, to those who approach you in supplication,
and, accepting the oblations and prayers of your people,
turn the hearts of us all towards you.
Through Christ our lord.

preface of Lent, pp. 546-553.

Communion antiphon  Mt 7: 8
everyone who asks, receives; and the one who seeks, finds;
and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened.

Prayer after Communion
We pray, o lord our God,
that, as you have given these most sacred mysteries
to be the safeguard of our salvation,
so you may make them a healing remedy for us,
both now and in time to come.
Through Christ our lord.

Prayer over the People for optional use

may the mercy they have hoped for, o lord,
come to those who make supplication to you,
and may the riches of heaven be given them,
that they may know what it is right to ask
and receive what they have sought.
Through Christ our lord.
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friday

entrance antiphon  cf. ps 25 (24): 17-18
Set me free from my distress, o Lord.
See my lowliness and suffering,
and take away all my sins.

Collect
Grant that your faithful, o lord, we pray,
may be so conformed to the paschal observances,
that the bodily discipline now solemnly begun
may bear fruit in the souls of all.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
accept the sacrificial offerings, o lord,
by which, in your power and kindness,
you willed us to be reconciled to yourself
and our salvation to be restored.
Through Christ our lord.

preface of Lent, pp. 546-553.

Communion antiphon ez 33: 11
as i live, says the Lord, i do not desire the death of the sinner,
but rather that he turn back and live.

Prayer after Communion
may the holy refreshment of your sacrament
restore us anew, o lord,
and, cleansing us of old ways,
take us up into the mystery of salvation.
Through Christ our lord.

Prayer over the People for optional use

look with favor on your people, o lord,
that what their observance outwardly declares
it may inwardly bring about.
Through Christ our lord.
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Saturday

entrance antiphon  cf. ps 19 (18): 8
the law of the Lord is perfect; it revives the soul.
the decrees of the Lord are steadfast; they give wisdom to the simple.

Collect
Turn our hearts to you, eternal Father,
and grant that, seeking always the one thing necessary
and carrying out works of charity,
we may be dedicated to your worship.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
may these blessed mysteries
by which we are restored, o lord, we pray,
make us worthy of the gift they bestow.
Through Christ our lord.

preface of Lent, pp. 546-553.

Communion antiphon  Mt 5: 48
be perfect, as your heavenly father is perfect, says the Lord.

Prayer after Communion
show unceasing favor, o lord,
to those you refresh with this divine mystery,
and accompany with salutary consolations
those you have imbued with heavenly teaching.
Through Christ our lord.

Prayer over the People for optional use

may the blessing for which they have longed
strengthen your faithful, o God,
so that, never straying from your will,
they may always rejoice in your benefits.
Through Christ our lord. 
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entrance antiphon  cf. ps 27 (26): 8-9
of you my heart has spoken: Seek his face.
it is your face, o Lord, that i seek;
hide not your face from me.

or:  cf. ps 25 (24): 6, 2, 22

remember your compassion, o Lord, 
and your merciful love, for they are from of old.
Let not our enemies exult over us.
redeem us, o god of israel, from all our distress.

the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is not said.

Collect
o God, who have commanded us
to listen to your beloved son,
be pleased, we pray,
to nourish us inwardly by your word,
that, with spiritual sight made pure,
we may rejoice to behold your glory.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

the creed is said.

Prayer over the offerings
may this sacrifice, o lord, we pray,
cleanse us of our faults
and sanctify your faithful in body and mind
for the celebration of the paschal festivities.
Through Christ our lord.

Preface: The Transfiguration of the lord.
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holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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text without music:

v. The lord be with you.
r. and with your spirit.

v. lift up your hearts.
r. We lift them up to the Lord.

v. let us give thanks to the lord our God.
r. it is right and just.

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God,
through Christ our lord.

For after he had told the disciples of his coming Death,
on the holy mountain he manifested to them his glory,
to show, even by the testimony of the law and the prophets,
that the Passion leads to the glory of the Resurrection.

and so, with the Powers of heaven,
we worship you constantly on earth, 
and before your majesty
without end we acclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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Communion antiphon  Mt 17: 5
this is my beloved Son, with whom i am well pleased;
listen to him.

Prayer after Communion
as we receive these glorious mysteries,
we make thanksgiving to you, o lord,
for allowing us while still on earth
to be partakers even now of the things of heaven.
Through Christ our lord.

Prayer over the People
Bless your faithful, we pray, o lord,
with a blessing that endures for ever,
and keep them faithful
to the Gospel of your only Begotten son,
so that they may always desire and at last attain
that glory whose beauty he showed in his own Body,
to the amazement of his apostles.
Through Christ our lord.
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Monday

entrance antiphon  cf. ps 26 (25): 11-12
redeem me, o Lord, and have mercy on me.
My foot stands on level ground;
i will bless the Lord in the assembly.

Collect
o God, who have taught us
to chasten our bodies
for the healing of our souls,
enable us, we pray,
to abstain from all sins,
and strengthen our hearts
to carry out your loving commands.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
accept in your goodness these our prayers, o lord,
and set free from worldly attractions
those you allow to serve the heavenly mysteries.
Through Christ our lord.

preface of Lent, pp. 546-553.

Communion antiphon  Lk 6: 36
be merciful, as your father is merciful, says the Lord.

Prayer after Communion
may this Communion, o lord,
cleanse us of wrongdoing
and make us heirs to the joy of heaven.
Through Christ our lord.

Prayer over the People for optional use

Confirm the hearts of your faithful, o lord, we pray,
and strengthen them by the power of your grace,
that they may be constant in making supplication to you
and sincere in love for one another.
Through Christ our lord.
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Tuesday

entrance antiphon  cf. ps 13 (12): 4-5
give light to my eyes lest i fall asleep in death,
lest my enemy say: i have overcome him.

Collect
Guard your Church, we pray, o lord, in your unceasing mercy,
and, since without you mortal humanity is sure to fall,
may we be kept by your constant helps from all harm
and directed to all that brings salvation.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Be pleased to work your sanctification within us
by means of these mysteries, o lord,
and by it may we be cleansed of earthly faults
and led to the gifts of heaven.
Through Christ our lord.

preface of Lent, pp. 546-553.

Communion antiphon  ps 9: 2-3
i will recount all your wonders.
i will rejoice in you and be glad,
and sing psalms to your name, o Most high.

Prayer after Communion
may the refreshment of this sacred table, 
o lord, we pray,
bring us an increase in devoutness of life
and the constant help of your work of conciliation.
Through Christ our lord.

Prayer over the People for optional use

Graciously hear the cries of your faithful, o lord,
and relieve the weariness of their souls,
that, having received your forgiveness,
they may ever rejoice in your blessing.
Through Christ our lord.
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Wednesday

entrance antiphon  cf. ps 38 (37): 22-23
forsake me not, o Lord! My god, be not far from me!
Make haste and come to my help, o Lord, my strong salvation!

Collect
Keep your family, o lord,
schooled always in good works,
and so comfort them with your protection here
as to lead them graciously to gifts on high.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
look with favor, lord,
on the sacrificial gifts we offer you,
and by this holy exchange
undo the bonds of our sins.
Through Christ our lord.

preface of Lent, pp. 546-553.

Communion antiphon  Mt 20: 28
the Son of Man did not come to be served but to serve,
and to give his life as a ransom for many.

Prayer after Communion
Grant, we pray, o lord our God,
that what you have given us as the pledge of immortality
may work for our eternal salvation.
Through Christ our lord.

Prayer over the People for optional use

Bestow upon your servants, lord,
abundance of grace and protection;
grant health of mind and body;
grant fullness of fraternal charity,
and make them always devoted to you.
Through Christ our lord.
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Thursday

entrance antiphon cf. ps 139 (138): 23-24
test me, o god, and know my thoughts.
See that my path is not wicked,
and lead me in the way everlasting.

Collect
o God, who delight in innocence and restore it,
direct the hearts of your servants to yourself,
that, caught up in the fire of your spirit,
we may be found steadfast in faith
and effective in works.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
By this present sacrifice, we pray, o lord,
sanctify our observance,
that what lenten discipline outwardly declares
it may inwardly bring about.
Through Christ our lord.

preface of Lent, pp. 546-553.

Communion antiphon ps 119 (118): 1
blessed are those whose way is blameless,
who walk in the law of the Lord.

Prayer after Communion
may this sacrifice, o God,
remain active in its effects
and work ever more strongly within us.
Through Christ our lord.

Prayer over the People for optional use

abide with your servants, o lord,
who implore the help of your grace,
that they may receive from you
the support and guidance of your protection.
Through Christ our lord.
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friday

entrance antiphon  cf. ps 31 (30): 2, 5
in you, o Lord, i put my trust, let me never be put to shame;
release me from the snare they have hidden for me,
for you indeed are my refuge.

Collect
Grant, we pray, almighty God,
that, purifying us by the sacred practice of penance,
you may lead us in sincerity of heart 
to attain the holy things to come.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
may your merciful grace prepare your servants, o God,
for the worthy celebration of these mysteries,
and lead them to it by a devout way of life.
Through Christ our lord.

preface of Lent, pp. 546-553.

Communion antiphon  1 Jn 4: 10
god loved us, and sent his Son 
as expiation for our sins.

Prayer after Communion
having received this pledge of eternal salvation,
we pray, o lord,
that we may set our course so well
as to attain the redemption you promise.
Through Christ our lord.

Prayer over the People for optional use

Grant your people, o lord, we pray,
health of mind and body,
that by constancy in good deeds
they may always merit the defense of your protection.
Through Christ our lord.
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Saturday

entrance antiphon  ps 145 (144): 8-9
the Lord is kind and full of compassion, slow to anger, abounding in mercy.
how good is the Lord to all, compassionate to all his creatures.

Collect
o God, who grant us by glorious healing remedies while still on earth
to be partakers of the things of heaven,
guide us, we pray, through this present life
and bring us to that light in which you dwell.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Through these sacred gifts, we pray, o lord,
may our redemption yield its fruits,
restraining us from unruly desires
and leading us onward to the gifts of salvation.
Through Christ our lord.

preface of Lent, pp. 546-553.

Communion antiphon  Lk 15: 32
you must rejoice, my son,
for your brother was dead and has come to life;
he was lost and is found.

Prayer after Communion
may your divine sacrament, o lord, which we have received,
fill the inner depths of our heart
and, by its working mightily within us,
make us partakers of its grace.
Through Christ our lord.

Prayer over the People for optional use

may the ears of your mercy be open, o lord,
to the prayers of those who call upon you;
and that you may grant what they desire,
have them ask what is pleasing to you.
Through Christ our lord.
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on this Sunday is celebrated the first scrutiny in preparation for the baptism of the catechumens 
who are to be admitted to the Sacraments of christian initiation at the easter vigil, using the 
proper prayers and intercessions as given below, pp. 1121-1123.

entrance antiphon  cf. ps 25 (24): 15-16
My eyes are always on the Lord,
for he rescues my feet from the snare.
turn to me and have mercy on me,
for i am alone and poor.

or:  cf. ez 36: 23-26

When i prove my holiness among you,
i will gather you from all the foreign lands;
and i will pour clean water upon you
and cleanse you from all your impurities,
and i will give you a new spirit, says the Lord.

the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is not said.

Collect
o God, author of every mercy and of all goodness,
who in fasting, prayer and almsgiving
have shown us a remedy for sin,
look graciously on this confession of our lowliness,
that we, who are bowed down by our conscience,
may always be lifted up by your mercy.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

the creed is said.

Prayer over the offerings
Be pleased, o lord, with these sacrificial offerings,
and grant that we who beseech pardon for our own sins,
may take care to forgive our neighbor.
Through Christ our lord.

When the gospel of the Samaritan Woman is not read, preface i or ii of Lent, pp. 546-549, 
is used.
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Preface: The samaritan Woman.

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ

& œœ œ œ œ œœ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ

& œ á á œ œ œœ œ œ á

& á œœ œ œ œ á

& œœ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œ á

& á œ œ œ œ œ á

& á œœ œ œœ œ œ á œ œ œ œ

& á œ œ œ œ œ œœ œœ œ œœ œ œ á

& œœ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ á

& œœ œœ œ œ

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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text without music:

v. The lord be with you.
r. and with your spirit.

v. lift up your hearts.
r. We lift them up to the Lord.

v. let us give thanks to the lord our God.
r. it is right and just.

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God,
through Christ our lord.

For when he asked the samaritan woman for water to drink,
he had already created the gift of faith within her
and so ardently did he thirst for her faith,
that he kindled in her the fire of divine love.

and so we, too, give you thanks
and with the angels
praise your mighty deeds, as we acclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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Communion antiphon 

When the gospel of the Samaritan Woman is read: Jn 4: 13-14

For anyone who drinks it, says the lord,
the water i shall give will become in him
a spring welling up to eternal life.

When another gospel is read: cf. ps 84 (83): 4-5

The sparrow finds a home,
and the swallow a nest for her young:
by your altars, o lord of hosts, my King and my God.
Blessed are they who dwell in your house,
for ever singing your praise.

Prayer after Communion
as we receive the pledge
of things yet hidden in heaven
and are nourished while still on earth
with the Bread that comes from on high,
we humbly entreat you, o lord,
that what is being brought about in us in mystery
may come to true completion.
Through Christ our lord.

Prayer over the People
Direct, o lord, we pray, the hearts of your faithful,
and in your kindness grant your servants this grace:
that, abiding in the love of you and their neighbor,
they may fulfill the whole of your commands.
Through Christ our lord.
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Monday

entrance antiphon  ps 84 (83): 3
My soul is longing and yearning for the courts of the Lord.
My heart and my flesh cry out to the living god.

Collect
may your unfailing compassion, o lord,
cleanse and protect your Church,
and, since without you she cannot stand secure,
may she be always governed by your grace.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
may what we offer you, o lord,
in token of our service,
be transformed by you into the sacrament of salvation.
Through Christ our lord.

preface of Lent, pp. 546-553.

Communion antiphon  ps 117 (116): 1, 2
o praise the Lord, all you nations,
for his merciful love towards us is great.

Prayer after Communion
may communion in this your sacrament,
we pray, o lord,
bring with it purification and the unity that is your gift.
Through Christ our lord.

Prayer over the People for optional use

may your right hand, we ask, o lord,
protect this people that makes entreaty to you:
graciously purify them and give them instruction,
that, finding solace in this life,
they may reach the good things to come.
Through Christ our lord.
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Tuesday

entrance antiphon  cf. ps 17 (16): 6, 8
to you i call, for you will surely heed me, o god;
turn your ear to me; hear my words.
guard me as the apple of your eye;
in the shadow of your wings protect me.

Collect
may your grace not forsake us, o lord, we pray,
but make us dedicated to your holy service
and at all times obtain for us your help.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Grant us, o lord, we pray,
that this saving sacrifice may cleanse us of our faults
and become an oblation
pleasing to your almighty power.
Through Christ our lord.

preface of Lent, pp. 546-553.

Communion antiphon  cf. ps 15 (14): 1-2
Lord, who may abide in your tent,
and dwell on your holy mountain? 
Whoever walks without fault and does what is just.

Prayer after Communion
may the holy partaking of this mystery
give us life, o lord, we pray,
and grant us both pardon and protection.
Through Christ our lord.

Prayer over the People for optional use

o God, founder and ruler of your people,
drive away the sins that assail them,
that they may always be pleasing to you
and ever safe under your protection.
Through Christ our lord.
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Wednesday

entrance antiphon  cf. ps 119 (118): 133
Let my steps be guided by your promise; may evil never rule me.

Collect
Grant, we pray, o lord,
that, schooled through lenten observance
and nourished by your word,
through holy restraint
we may be devoted to you with all our heart
and be ever united in prayer.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
accept, o lord, we pray, the prayers of your people
along with these sacrificial offerings,
and defend those who celebrate your mysteries
from every kind of danger.
Through Christ our lord.

preface of Lent, pp. 546-553.

Communion antiphon  cf. ps 16 (15): 11
you will show me the path of life,
the fullness of joy in your presence, o Lord.

Prayer after Communion
may the heavenly banquet, at which we have been fed,
sanctify us, o lord,
and, cleansing us of all errors,
make us worthy of your promises from on high.
Through Christ our lord.

Prayer over the People for optional use

Give to your people, our God,
a resolve that is pleasing to you,
for, by conforming them to your teachings,
you bestow on them every favor.
Through Christ our lord.
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Thursday

entrance antiphon
i am the salvation of the people, says the Lord. 
Should they cry to me in any distress,
i will hear them, and i will be their Lord for ever.

Collect
We implore your majesty most humbly, o lord,
that, as the feast of our salvation draws ever closer,
so we may press forward all the more eagerly
towards the worthy celebration of the Paschal mystery.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Cleanse your people, lord, we pray,
from every taint of wickedness,
that their gifts may be pleasing to you;
and do not let them cling to false joys,
for you promise them the rewards of your truth.
Through Christ our lord.

preface of Lent, pp. 546-553.

Communion antiphon  ps 119 (118): 4-5
you have laid down your precepts to be carefully kept;
may my ways be firm in keeping your statutes.

Prayer after Communion
Graciously raise up, o lord,
those you renew with this sacrament,
that we may come to possess your salvation
both in mystery and in the manner of our life.
Through Christ our lord.

Prayer over the People for optional use

We call on your loving kindness 
and trust in your mercy, o lord,
that, since we have from you all that we are, 
through your grace we may seek what is right 
and have strength to do the good we desire.
Through Christ our lord.
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friday

entrance antiphon  ps 86 (85): 8, 10
among the gods there is none like you, o Lord,
for you are great and do marvelous deeds; you alone are god.

Collect
Pour your grace into our hearts, we pray, o lord,
that we may be constantly drawn away from unruly desires
and obey by your own gift the heavenly teaching you give us.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
look with favor, we pray, lord,
on the offerings we dedicate,
that they may be pleasing in your sight
and always be salutary for us.
Through Christ our lord.

preface of Lent, pp. 546-553.

Communion antiphon cf. Mk 12: 33
to love god with all your heart, and your neighbor as yourself,
is worth more than any sacrifice.

Prayer after Communion
may your strength be at work in us, o lord,
pervading our minds and bodies,
that what we have received 
by participating in this sacrament
may bring us the fullness of redemption.
Through Christ our lord.

Prayer over the People for optional use

look graciously, o lord,
upon the faithful who implore your mercy,
that, trusting in your kindness,
they may spread far and wide
the gifts your charity has bestowed.
Through Christ our lord.
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Saturday

entrance antiphon  ps 103 (102): 2-3
bless the Lord, o my soul, and never forget all his benefits;
it is he who forgives all your sins.

Collect
Rejoicing in this annual celebration
of our lenten observance,
we pray, o lord,
that, with our hearts set on the paschal mysteries,
we may be gladdened by their full effects.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
o God, by whose grace it comes to pass
that we may approach your mysteries
with minds made pure,
grant, we pray,
that, in reverently handing them on,
we may offer you fitting homage.
Through Christ our lord.

preface of Lent, pp. 546-553.

Communion antiphon  Lk 18: 13
the tax collector stood at a distance, beating his breast and saying:
o god, be merciful to me, a sinner.

Prayer after Communion
may we truly revere, o merciful God,
these holy gifts, by which you ceaselessly nourish us,
and may we always partake of them
with abundant faith in our heart.
Through Christ our lord.

Prayer over the People for optional use

hold out to your faithful people, lord,
the right hand of heavenly assistance,
that they may seek you with all their heart
and merit the granting of what they ask.
Through Christ our lord.
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fourTh SunDAy of LEnT
in this Mass, the color violet or rose is used. instrumental music is permitted, and the altar may 
be decorated with flowers.

on this Sunday is celebrated the second scrutiny in preparation for the baptism of the 
catechumens who are to be admitted to the Sacraments of christian initiation at the easter vigil, 
using the proper prayers and intercessions as given below, pp. 1124.

entrance antiphon cf. is 66: 10-11
rejoice, Jerusalem, and all who love her.
be joyful, all who were in mourning;
exult and be satisfied at her consoling breast.

the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is not said.

Collect
o God, who through your Word
reconcile the human race to yourself in a wonderful way,
grant, we pray,
that with prompt devotion and eager faith
the Christian people may hasten
toward the solemn celebrations to come.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

the creed is said.

Prayer over the offerings
We place before you with joy these offerings,
which bring eternal remedy, o lord,
praying that we may both faithfully revere them
and present them to you, as is fitting,
for the salvation of all the world.
Through Christ our lord.

When the gospel of the Man born blind is not read, preface i or ii of Lent, pp. 546-549, is used.
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Preface: The man Born Blind.
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holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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text without music:

v. The lord be with you.
r. and with your spirit.

v. lift up your hearts.
r. We lift them up to the Lord.

v. let us give thanks to the lord our God.
r. it is right and just.

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God,
through Christ our lord.

By the mystery of the incarnation,
he has led the human race that walked in darkness
into the radiance of the faith
and has brought those born in slavery to ancient sin
through the waters of regeneration
to make them your adopted children.

Therefore, all creatures of heaven and earth
sing a new song in adoration,
and we, with all the host of angels,
cry out, and without end acclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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Communion antiphon

When the gospel of the Man born blind is read: cf. Jn 9: 11, 38
the Lord anointed my eyes: i went, i washed,
i saw and i believed in god.

When the gospel of the prodigal Son is read:  Lk 15: 32
you must rejoice, my son,
for your brother was dead and has come to life;
he was lost and is found.

When another gospel is read:  cf. ps 122 (121): 3-4
Jerusalem is built as a city bonded as one together.
it is there that the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord,
to praise the name of the Lord.

Prayer after Communion
o God, who enlighten everyone who comes into this world,
illuminate our hearts, we pray,
with the splendor of your grace,
that we may always ponder
what is worthy and pleasing to your majesty
and love you in all sincerity.
Through Christ our lord.

Prayer over the People
look upon those who call to you, o lord,
and sustain the weak;
give life by your unfailing light
to those who walk in the shadow of death,
and bring those rescued by your mercy from every evil
to reach the highest good.
Through Christ our lord.
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Monday

entrance antiphon  cf. ps 31 (30): 7-8
as for me, i trust in the Lord.
Let me be glad and rejoice in your mercy,
for you have seen my affliction.

Collect
o God, who renew the world
through mysteries beyond all telling,
grant, we pray,
that your Church may be guided by your eternal design
and not be deprived of your help in this present age.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
may we receive, o lord, we pray,
the effects of this offering dedicated to you,
so that we may be cleansed from old earthly ways
and be renewed by growth in heavenly life.
Through Christ our lord.

preface of Lent, pp. 546-553.

Communion antiphon  ez 36: 27
i will place my spirit within you
and make you walk according to my laws;
and my judgments you shall keep and observe, says the Lord.

Prayer after Communion
may your holy gifts, o lord, we pray,
give us life by making us new,
and, by sanctifying us, lead us to things eternal.
Through Christ our lord.

Prayer over the People for optional use

Renew your people within and without, o lord,
and, since it is your will
that they be unhindered by bodily delights,
give them, we pray,
perseverance in their spiritual intent.
Through Christ our lord.



FOURTH	WEEk	OF	LENT	 251

Tuesday

entrance antiphon cf. is 55: 1
all who are thirsty, come to the waters, says the Lord.
though you have no money, come and drink with joy.

Collect
may the venerable exercises of holy devotion
shape the hearts of your faithful, o lord,
to welcome worthily the Paschal mystery
and proclaim the praises of your salvation.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
We offer to you, o lord,
these gifts which you yourself have bestowed;
may they attest to your care as Creator
for this our mortal life,
and effect in us the healing
that brings us immortality.
Through Christ our lord.

preface of Lent, pp. 546-553.

Communion antiphon  cf. ps 23 (22): 1-2
the Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing i shall want.
fresh and green are the pastures where he gives me repose,
near restful waters he leads me.

Prayer after Communion
Purify our minds, o lord, we pray,
and renew them with this heavenly sacrament,
that we may find help for our bodies
now and likewise in times to come.
Through Christ our lord.

Prayer over the People for optional use

Grant, o merciful God,
that your people may remain always devoted to you
and may constantly receive from your kindness
whatever is for their good.
Through Christ our lord.
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Wednesday

entrance antiphon  ps 69 (68): 14
i pray to you, o Lord, for a time of your favor.
in your great mercy, answer me, o god,
with your salvation that never fails.

Collect
o God, who reward the merits of the just
and offer pardon to sinners who do penance,
have mercy, we pray, on those who call upon you,
that the admission of our guilt
may serve to obtain your pardon for our sins.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
may the power of this sacrifice, o lord, we pray,
mercifully wipe away what is old in us,
and increase in us grace of salvation and newness of life.
Through Christ our lord.

preface of Lent, pp. 546-553.

Communion antiphon Jn 3: 17
god did not send his Son into the world
to judge the world,
but that the world might be saved through him.

Prayer after Communion
may your heavenly gifts, o lord, we pray,
which you bestow as a heavenly remedy on your people,
not bring judgment to those who receive them.
Through Christ our lord.

Prayer over the People for optional use

may your servants be shielded, o lord,
by the protection of your loving-kindness,
that, doing what is good in this world,
they may reach you, their highest good.
Through Christ our lord.
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Thursday

entrance antiphon  cf. ps 105 (104): 3-4
Let the hearts that seek the Lord rejoice;
turn to the Lord and his strength;
constantly seek his face.

Collect
We invoke your mercy in humble prayer, o lord,
that you may cause us, your servants,
corrected by penance and schooled by good works,
to persevere sincerely in your commands
and come safely to the paschal festivities.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Grant, we pray, almighty God,
that what we offer in sacrifice
may cleanse us in our frailty from every evil
and always grant us your protection.
Through Christ our lord.

preface of Lent, pp. 546-553.

Communion antiphon  Jer 31: 33
i will place my law within them, and i will write it upon their hearts;
and i will be their god, and they shall be my people, says the Lord.

Prayer after Communion
may this sacrament we have received purify us, we pray, o lord,
and grant your servants freedom from all blame,
that those bound by a guilty conscience
may glory in the fullness of heavenly remedy.
Through Christ our lord. 

Prayer over the People for optional use

o God, protector of all who hope in you,
bless your people, keep them safe,
defend them, prepare them,
that, free from sin and safe from the enemy,
they may persevere always in your love.
Through Christ our lord.
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friday

entrance antiphon  cf. ps 54 (53): 3-4
o god, save me by your name;
by your power, defend my cause.
o god, hear my prayer;
give ear to the words of my mouth.

Collect
o God, who have prepared
fitting helps for us in our weakness,
grant, we pray, that we may receive
their healing effects with joy
and reflect them in a holy way of life.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
may this sacrifice, almighty God,
cleanse us by its mighty power
and lead us to approach its source
with ever greater purity.
Through Christ our lord.

preface of Lent, pp. 546-553.

Communion antiphon  eph 1: 7
in christ, we have redemption by his blood,
and forgiveness of our sins,
in accord with the riches of his grace.

Prayer after Communion
Grant, we pray, o lord,
that, as we pass from old to new,
so, with former ways left behind,
we may be renewed in holiness of mind.
Through Christ our lord.

Prayer over the People for optional use

look upon your servants, o lord,
and in your goodness protect with heavenly assistance
those who trust in your mercy.
Through Christ our lord.
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Saturday

entrance antiphon  cf. ps 18 (17): 5, 7
the waves of death rose about me;
the pains of the netherworld surrounded me.
in my anguish i called to the Lord,
and from his holy temple he heard my voice.

Collect
may the working of your mercy, o lord, we pray,
direct our hearts aright,
for without your grace
we cannot find favor in your sight.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Be pleased, o lord, we pray, 
with these oblations you receive from our hands,
and, even when our wills are defiant,
constrain them mercifully to turn to you.
Through Christ our lord.

preface of Lent, pp. 546-553.

Communion antiphon  cf. 1 pt 1: 18-19
by the precious blood of christ,
the blood of a spotless and unblemished Lamb,
we have been redeemed.

Prayer after Communion
may your holy gifts purify us, o lord, we pray,
and by their working render us fully pleasing to you.
Through Christ our lord.

Prayer over the People for optional use

look upon your people, o lord,
and, as they draw near to the coming festivities,
bestow upon them abundance of heavenly grace,
that, helped by the consolations of this world,
they may be impelled more readily
towards higher goods that cannot be seen.
Through Christ our lord.
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fifTh SunDAy of LEnT
in the Dioceses of the united States, the practice of covering crosses and images throughout the church 
from this Sunday may be observed. crosses remain covered until the end of the celebration of the 
Lord’s passion on good friday, but images remain covered until the beginning of the easter vigil.

on this Sunday is celebrated the third scrutiny in preparation for the baptism of the 
catechumens who are to be admitted to the Sacraments of christian initiation at the easter vigil, 
using the proper prayers and intercessions as given below, pp. 1125.

entrance antiphon  cf. ps 43 (42): 1-2
give me justice, o god,
and plead my cause against a nation that is faithless.
from the deceitful and cunning rescue me,
for you, o god, are my strength.

the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is not said.

Collect
By your help, we beseech you, lord our God,
may we walk eagerly in that same charity
with which, out of love for the world,
your son handed himself over to death.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

the creed is said.

Prayer over the offerings
hear us, almighty God,
and, having instilled in your servants
the teachings of the Christian faith,
graciously purify them
by the working of this sacrifice.
Through Christ our lord.

When the gospel of Lazarus is not read, preface i or ii of Lent, pp. 546-549, is used.
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Preface: lazarus.
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text without music:

v. The lord be with you.
r. and with your spirit.

v. lift up your hearts.
r. We lift them up to the Lord.

v. let us give thanks to the lord our God.
r. it is right and just.

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God,
through Christ our lord.

For as true man he wept for lazarus his friend
and as eternal God raised him from the tomb,
just as, taking pity on the human race,
he leads us by sacred mysteries to new life.

Through him the host of angels adores your majesty
and rejoices in your presence for ever.
may our voices, we pray, join with theirs
in one chorus of exultant praise, as we acclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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Communion antiphon

When the gospel of Lazarus is read:  cf. Jn 11: 26
everyone who lives and believes in me
will not die for ever, says the Lord.

When the gospel of the adulterous Woman is read: Jn 8: 10-11
has no one condemned you, woman? No one, Lord.
Neither shall i condemn you. from now on, sin no more.

When another gospel is read:  Jn 12: 24
amen, amen i say to you: unless a grain of wheat
falls to the ground and dies, it remains a single grain.
but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 

Prayer after Communion
We pray, almighty God,
that we may always be counted among the members of Christ,
in whose Body and Blood we have communion.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

Prayer over the People
Bless, o lord, your people,
who long for the gift of your mercy,
and grant that what, at your prompting, they desire
they may receive by your generous gift.
Through Christ our lord.
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Monday

entrance antiphon  cf. ps 56 (55): 2
have mercy on me, o god, for people assail me;
they fight me all day long and oppress me.

Collect
o God, by whose wondrous grace
we are enriched with every blessing,
grant us so to pass from former ways to newness of life,
that we may be made ready for the glory of the heavenly Kingdom.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Grant, we pray, o lord,
that, preparing to celebrate the holy mysteries,
we may bring before you as the fruit of bodily penance
a joyful purity of heart.
Through Christ our lord.

preface i of the passion of the Lord, p. 554.
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Communion antiphon

When the gospel of the adulterous Woman is read:  Jn 8: 10-11
has no one condemned you, woman? No one, Lord.
Neither shall i condemn you. from now on, sin no more.

When another gospel is read: Jn 8: 12
i am the light of the world, says the Lord;
whoever follows me will not walk in the darkness,
but will have the light of life.

Prayer after Communion
strengthened by the blessing of your sacraments, we pray, o lord,
that through them we may constantly be cleansed of our faults
and, by following Christ,
hasten our steps upward toward you.
Through Christ our lord.

Prayer over the People for optional use

set free from their sins, o lord, we pray,
the people who call upon you,
that, living a holy way of life,
they may be kept safe from every trial.
Through Christ our lord.
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Tuesday

entrance antiphon  ps 27 (26): 14
Wait for the Lord; be strong;
be stouthearted, and wait for the Lord!

Collect
Grant us, we pray, o lord,
perseverance in obeying your will,
that in our days the people dedicated to your service
may grow in both merit and number.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
We offer you, o lord, the sacrifice of conciliation,
that, being moved to compassion,
you may both pardon our offenses
and direct our wavering hearts.
Through Christ our lord.

preface i of the passion of the Lord, p. 554.

Communion antiphon  Jn 12: 32
When i am lifted up from the earth,
i will draw all to myself, says the Lord.

Prayer after Communion
Grant, we pray, almighty God,
that, ever seeking what is divine,
we may always be worthy
to approach these heavenly gifts.
Through Christ our lord.

Prayer over the People for optional use

o God, who choose to show mercy not anger
to those who hope in you,
grant that your faithful may weep, as they should,
for the evil they have done,
and so merit the grace of your consolation.
Through Christ our lord.
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Wednesday

entrance antiphon cf. ps 18 (17): 48-49
My deliverer from angry nations, you set me above my assailants;
you saved me from the violent man, o Lord.

Collect
enlighten, o God of compassion,
the hearts of your children, sanctified by penance,
and in your kindness
grant those you stir to a sense of devotion
a gracious hearing when they cry out to you.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Receive back, o lord, these sacrificial offerings,
which you have given to be offered
to the honor of your name,
and grant that they may become remedies for our healing.
Through Christ our lord.

preface i of the passion of the Lord, p. 554.

Communion antiphon  col 1: 13-14
god has brought us to the kingdom of his beloved Son,
in whom we have redemption through his blood,
the forgiveness of sins.

Prayer after Communion
may the mysteries we have received, o lord,
bring us heavenly medicine,
that they may purge all evil from our heart
and strengthen us with eternal protection.
Through Christ our lord.

Prayer over the People for optional use

attend, almighty God,
to the prayers of your people,
and, as you endow them
with confident hope in your compassion,
let them feel as ever the effects of your mercy.
Through Christ our lord.
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Thursday

entrance antiphon  heb 9: 15
christ is mediator of a New covenant,
so that by means of his death, those who are called
may receive the promise of an eternal inheritance.

Collect
Be near, o lord, to those who plead before you,
and look kindly on those who place their hope in your mercy,
that, cleansed from the stain of their sins,
they may persevere in holy living
and be made full heirs of your promise.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
look with favor, lord, we pray,
on these sacrificial offerings,
that they may profit our conversion
and the salvation of all the world.
Through Christ our lord.

preface i of the passion of the Lord, p. 554.
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Communion antiphon  rom 8: 32
god did not spare his own Son, but handed him over for us all;
with him, he has given us all things.

Prayer after Communion
nourished by your saving gifts,
we beseech your mercy, lord,
that by this same sacrament,
with which you feed us in the present age,
you may make us partakers of life eternal.
Through Christ our lord.

Prayer over the People for optional use

Be gracious to your people, lord, we pray,
that, as from day to day they reject what does not please you,
they may be filled instead with delight at your commands.
Through Christ our lord.
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friday

entrance antiphon  ps 31 (30): 10, 16, 18
have mercy on me, o Lord, for i am in distress.
Deliver me from the hands of my enemies and those who pursue me.
o Lord, let me never be put to shame, for i call on you.

Collect
Pardon the offenses of your peoples, we pray, o lord,
and in your goodness set us free
from the bonds of the sins
we have committed in our weakness.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

or:

o God, who in this season
give your Church the grace
to imitate devoutly the Blessed Virgin mary
in contemplating the Passion of Christ,
grant, we pray, through her intercession,
that we may cling more firmly each day
to your only Begotten son
and come at last to the fullness of his grace.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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Prayer over the offerings
Grant, o merciful God, that we may be worthy
to serve ever fittingly at your altars,
and there to be saved by constant participation.
Through Christ our lord.

preface i of the passion of the Lord, p. 554.

Communion antiphon   1 pt 2: 24
Jesus bore our sins in his own body on the cross,
so that dead to sin, we might live for righteousness.
by his wounds we have been healed.

Prayer after Communion
may the unfailing protection
of the sacrifice we have received
never leave us, o lord,
and may it always drive far from us
all that would do us harm.
Through Christ our lord.

Prayer over the People for optional use

Grant, we pray, almighty God,
that your servants, who seek the grace of your protection,
may be free from every evil
and serve you in peace of mind.
Through Christ our lord.
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Saturday

entrance antiphon  cf. ps 22 (21): 20, 7
o Lord, do not stay afar off;
my strength, make haste to help me!
for i am a worm and no man,
scorned by everyone, despised by the people.

Collect
o God, who have made all those reborn in Christ
a chosen race and a royal priesthood,
grant us, we pray, the grace to will and to do what you command,
that the people called to eternal life
may be one in the faith of their hearts
and the homage of their deeds.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
may the gifts we offer from our fasting
be acceptable to you, o lord, we pray,
and, as an expiation for our sins,
may they make us worthy of your grace
and lead us to what you promise for eternity.
Through Christ our lord.

preface i of the passion of the Lord, p. 554.
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Communion antiphon  cf. Jn 11: 52
christ was handed over, 
to gather into one the scattered children of god.

Prayer after Communion
We entreat your majesty most humbly, o lord,
that, as you feed us with the nourishment
which comes from the most holy Body and Blood of your son,
so you may make us sharers of his divine nature.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

Prayer over the People for optional use

have mercy, lord, on your Church,
as she brings you her supplications,
and be attentive to those who incline their hearts before you:
do not allow, we pray, those you have redeemed
by the Death of your only Begotten son,
to be harmed by their sins or weighed down by their trials.
Through Christ our lord.
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PALM SunDAy of ThE
PASSion of ThE LorD

1. on this day the church recalls the entrance of christ the Lord into Jerusalem to accomplish 
his paschal Mystery. accordingly, the memorial of this entrance of the Lord takes place at all 
Masses, by means of the procession or the Solemn entrance before the principal Mass or the 
Simple entrance before other Masses. the Solemn entrance, but not the procession, may be 
repeated before other Masses that are usually celebrated with a large gathering of people.

it is desirable that, where neither the procession nor the Solemn entrance can take place, 
there be a sacred celebration of the Word of god on the messianic entrance and on the 
passion of the Lord, either on Saturday evening or on Sunday at a convenient time.

The Commemoration of the Lord’s  
Entrance into Jerusalem

First Form: The Procession

2. at an appropriate hour, a gathering takes place at a smaller church or other suitable place 
other than inside the church to which the procession will go. the faithful hold branches in 
their hands.

3. Wearing the red sacred vestments as for Mass, the priest and the Deacon, accompanied by 
other ministers, approach the place where the people are gathered. instead of the chasuble, 
the priest may wear a cope, which he leaves aside when the procession is over, and puts on a 
chasuble.

4. Meanwhile, the following antiphon or another appropriate chant is sung.

ant. Mt 21: 9
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5. after this, the priest and people sign themselves, while the priest says: in the name of the 
father, and of the Son, and of the holy Spirit. then he greets the people in the usual way. a 
brief address is given, in which the faithful are invited to participate actively and consciously 
in the celebration of this day, in these or similar words:

Dear brethren (brothers and sisters),
since the beginning of lent until now
we have prepared our hearts by penance and charitable works.
Today we gather together to herald with the whole Church
the beginning of the celebration 
of our lord’s Paschal mystery,
that is to say, of his Passion and Resurrection.
For it was to accomplish this mystery
that he entered his own city of Jerusalem.
Therefore, with all faith and devotion,
let us commemorate
the lord’s entry into the city for our salvation,
following in his footsteps,
so that, being made by his grace partakers of the Cross,
we may have a share also in his Resurrection and in his life.
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6. after the address, the priest says one of the following prayers with hands extended.

let us pray.
almighty ever-living God,
sanctify X these branches with your blessing,
that we, who follow Christ the King in exultation,
may reach the eternal Jerusalem through him.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.
r. amen.

or:

increase the faith of those who place their hope in you, o God,
and graciously hear the prayers of those who call on you,
that we, who today hold high these branches
to hail Christ in his triumph,
may bear fruit for you by good works accomplished in him.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.
r. amen.

he sprinkles the branches with holy water without saying anything.

7. then a Deacon or, if there is no Deacon, a priest, proclaims in the usual way the gospel 
concerning the Lord’s entrance according to one of the four gospels. if appropriate, incense 
may be used.
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“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord”

Year a:
X a reading from the holy Gospel according to matthew. 21: 1-11

1  When Jesus and the disciples drew near Jerusalem and 
came to Bethphage on the mount of olives, Jesus sent 
two disciples, 2 saying to them,

“Go into the village opposite you,
and immediately you will find an ass tethered, 
and a colt with her.
Untie them and bring them here to me.

3  and if anyone should say anything to you, reply,
‘The master has need of them.’ Then he will send them  

at once.”
4  This happened so that what had been spoken through the 

prophet
might be fulfilled:

5 say to daughter Zion,
“Behold, your king comes to you, meek and riding  

on an ass,
and on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.”

6  The disciples went and did as Jesus had ordered them.
7  They brought the ass and the colt and laid their cloaks 

over them, and he sat upon them.
8  The very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road,

while others cut branches from the trees and strewed 
them on the road.

9  The crowds preceding him and those following
kept crying out and saying: 
“hosanna to the son of David;
blessed is he who comes in the name of the lord;
hosanna in the highest.”

10 and when he entered Jerusalem
the whole city was shaken and asked, “Who is this?”

11 and the crowds replied,
“This is Jesus the prophet, from nazareth in Galilee.” 

The Gospel of the lord.
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Year B:
X a reading from the holy Gospel according to mark. 11: 1-10

1  When Jesus and his disciples drew near to Jerusalem, to 
Bethphage and Bethany at the mount of olives,

he sent two of his disciples 2  and said to them,
“Go into the village opposite you, and immediately on 

entering it,
you will find a colt tethered on which no one has ever sat. 
Untie it and bring it here.

3  if anyone should say to you,
‘Why are you doing this?’ reply,
‘The master has need of it
and will send it back here at once.’ “

4  so they went off
and found a colt tethered at a gate outside on the street, 

and they untied it.
5  some of the bystanders said to them,

“What are you doing, untying the colt?”
6  They answered them just as Jesus had told them to, and 

they permitted them to do it.
7  so they brought the colt to Jesus and put their cloaks over it.

and he sat on it.
8  many people spread their cloaks on the road, and others 

spread leafy branches
that they had cut from the fields.

9  Those preceding him as well as those following kept 
crying out: “hosanna!

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the lord!
10 Blessed is the kingdom of our father David that is 

to come!
hosanna in the highest!” 

The Gospel of the lord.

or:
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X a reading from the holy Gospel according to John. 12: 12-16

12 When the great crowd that had come to the feast heard 
that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem,

13 they took palm branches and went out to meet him, and 
cried out:

“hosanna!
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the lord, the king 

of israel.”
14 Jesus found an ass and sat upon it, as is written:
15 Fear no more, o daughter Zion;

see, your king comes, seated upon an ass’s colt.
16 his disciples did not understand this at first, but when 

Jesus had been glorified
they remembered that these things were written about 

him and that they had done this for him.

The Gospel of the lord.

Year C
X a reading from the holy Gospel according to luke. 19: 28-40

28 Jesus proceeded on his journey up to Jerusalem.
29 as he drew near to Bethphage and Bethany at the place 

called the mount of olives,
he sent two of his disciples.

30 he said, “Go into the village opposite you,
and as you enter it you will find a colt tethered on which 

no one has ever sat.
Untie it and bring it here.

31 and if anyone should ask you,
‘Why are you untying it?’ you will answer,
‘The master has need of it.’ “

32 so those who had been sent went off
and found everything just as he had told them.

33 and as they were untying the colt, its owners said to 
them, “Why are you untying this colt?”

34 They answered,
“The master has need of it.”35 so they brought it to Jesus, 

threw their cloaks over the colt,
and helped Jesus to mount.
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36 as he rode along,
the people were spreading their cloaks on the road;

37 and now as he was approaching the slope of the mount of 
olives, the whole multitude of his disciples

began to praise God aloud with joy
for all the mighty deeds they had seen.
 38 They proclaimed:

“Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the lord.
39 Peace in heaven and glory in the highest.”

some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, 
rebuke your disciples.”

40 he said in reply,
“i tell you, if they keep silent, the stones will cry out!” 
 The Gospel of the lord.

8. after the gospel, a brief homily may be given. then, to begin the procession, an invitation 
may be given by a priest or a Deacon or a lay minister, in these or similar words:
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Dear brethren (brothers and sisters),
like the crowds who acclaimed Jesus in Jerusalem,
let us go forth in peace.

& á
��������������������������

œ

or:

let us go forth in peace.

in this latter case, all respond:

& á
������������������������������

œ œ



280	 	PALM	SUNDAY

9. the procession to the church where Mass will be celebrated then sets off in the usual way. if 
incense is used, the thurifer goes first, carrying a thurible with burning incense, then an acolyte 
or another minister, carrying a cross decorated with palm branches according to local custom, 
between two ministers with lighted candles. then follow the Deacon carrying the book of the 
gospels, the priest with the ministers, and, after them, all the faithful carrying branches.

as the procession moves forward, the following or other suitable chants in honor of 
christ the King are sung by the choir and people.

antiphon 1
the children of the hebrews, carrying olive branches, 
went to meet the Lord, crying out and saying:
hosanna in the highest.

if appropriate, this antiphon is repeated between the strophes of the following psalm.

psalm 24 (23)
the Lord’s is the earth and its fullness, *
the world, and those who dwell in it.
it is he who set it on the seas;*
on the rivers he made it firm. 

(the antiphon is repeated)

Who shall climb the mountain of the Lord?*
the clean of hands and pure of heart,
whose soul is not set on vain things, †
who has not sworn deceitful words.*

(the antiphon is repeated)

blessings from the Lord shall he receive,*
and right reward from the god who saves him.
Such are the people who seek him,*
who seek the face of the god of Jacob.

(the antiphon is repeated)

o gates, lift high your heads; †
grow higher, ancient doors.*
Let him enter, the king of glory!
Who is this king of glory?*
the Lord, the mighty, the valiant;
the Lord, the valiant in war.

(the antiphon is repeated)
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o gates, lift high your heads; †
grow higher, ancient doors.*
Let him enter, the king of glory!
Who is this king of glory?*
he, the Lord of hosts,
he is the king of glory.

(the antiphon is repeated)

antiphon 2
the children of the hebrews spread their garments on the road,
crying out and saying: hosanna to the Son of David;
blesssed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

if appropriate, this antiphon is repeated between the strophes of the following psalm.

psalm 47 (46)
all peoples, clap your hands.*
cry to god with shouts of joy!
for the Lord, the Most high, is awesome,*
the great king over all the earth.

(the antiphon is repeated)

he humbles peoples under us*
and nations under our feet.
our heritage he chose for us,*
the pride of Jacob whom he loves.
god goes up with shouts of joy.*
the Lord goes up with trumpet blast.

(the antiphon is repeated)

Sing praise for god; sing praise!*
Sing praise to our king; sing praise!
god is king of all earth.*
Sing praise with all your skill.

(the antiphon is repeated)

god reigns over the nations.*
god sits upon his holy throne.
the princes of the peoples are assembled
with the people of the god of abraham. †
the rulers of the earth belong to god,*
who is greatly exalted.

(the antiphon is repeated)
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hymn to christ the King

chorus:
glory and honor and praise be to you, christ, King and redeemer,
to whom young children cried out loving hosannas with joy.
all repeat: glory and honor . . .

Chorus:
israel’s King are you, King David’s magnificent offspring;
you are the ruler who come blest in the name of the Lord.
all repeat: glory and honor . . .

Chorus:
heavenly hosts on high unite in singing your praises;
men and women on earth and all creation join in.
all repeat: glory and honor . . .

Chorus:
bearing branches of palm, hebrews came crowding to greet you;
see how with prayers and hymns we come to pay you our vows.
all repeat: glory and honor . . .

Chorus:
they offered gifts of praise to you, so near to your passion;
see how we sing this song now to you reigning on high.
all repeat: glory and honor . . .

Chorus:
those you were pleased to accept; now accept our gifts of devotion,
good and merciful King, lover of all that is good.
all repeat: glory and honor . . .

10. as the procession enters the church, there is sung the following responsory or another chant, 
which should speak of the Lord’s entrance.

r. as the Lord entered the holy city, the children of the hebrews proclaimed the 
resurrection of life. *Waving their branches of palm, they cried: hosanna in 
the highest.

v. When the people heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem, they went out to 
meet him. *Waving their branches.

11. When the priest arrives at the altar, he venerates it and, if appropriate, incenses it. then he 
goes to the chair, where he puts aside the cope, if he has worn one, and puts on the chasuble. 
omitting the other introductory rites of the Mass and, if appropriate, the Kyrie (Lord, have 
mercy), he says the collect of the Mass, and then continues the Mass in the usual way.
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Second Form: The Solemn Entrance
12. When a procession outside the church cannot take place, the entrance of the Lord is celebrated 

inside the church by means of a Solemn entrance before the principal Mass.

13. holding branches in their hands, the faithful gather either outside, in front of the church 
door, or inside the church itself. the priest and ministers and a representative group of the 
faithful go to a suitable place in the church outside the sanctuary, where at least the greater 
part of the faithful can see the rite.

14. While the priest approaches the appointed place, the antiphon hosanna or another 
appropriate chant is sung. then the blessing of branches and the proclamation of the gospel 
of the Lord’s entrance into Jerusalem take place as above (nos. 5-7). after the gospel, the 
priest processes solemnly with the ministers and the representative group of the faithful 
through the church to the sanctuary, while the responsory as the Lord entered (no. 10) or 
another appropriate chant is sung.

15. arriving at the altar, the priest venerates it. he then goes to the chair and, omitting the 
introductory rites of the Mass and, if appropriate, the Kyrie (Lord, have mercy), he says the 
collect of the Mass, and then continues the Mass in the usual way.

Third Form: The Simple Entrance
16. at all other Masses of this Sunday at which the Solemn entrance is not held, the memorial of 

the Lord’s entrance into Jerusalem takes place by means of a Simple entrance.

17. While the priest proceeds to the altar, the entrance antiphon with its psalm (no. 18) or another 
chant on the same theme is sung. arriving at the altar, the priest venerates it and goes to the 
chair. after the Sign of the cross, he greets the people and continues the Mass in the usual way.

at other Masses, in which singing at the entrance cannot take place, the priest, as soon as 
he has arrived at the altar and venerated it, greets the people, reads the entrance antiphon, 
and continues the Mass in the usual way.

18.  entrance antiphon cf. Jn 12: 1, 12-13; ps 24 (23): 9-10
Six days before the passover,
when the Lord came into the city of Jerusalem,
the children ran to meet him;
in their hands they carried palm branches
and with a loud voice cried out:
*hosanna in the highest! 

blessed are you, who have come in your abundant mercy!
o gates, lift high your heads;
grow higher, ancient doors.
Let him enter, the king of glory! 
Who is this king of glory?
he, the Lord of hosts, he is the king of glory.
*hosanna in the highest! 

blessed are you, who have come in your abundant mercy!
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At the Mass

19. after the procession or Solemn entrance the priest begins the Mass with the collect.

20. Collect
almighty ever-living God,
who as an example of humility for the human race to follow
caused our savior to take flesh and submit to the Cross,
graciously grant that we may heed his lesson of patient suffering
and so merit a share in his Resurrection.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

21. the narrative of the Lord’s passion is read without candles and without incense, with no 
greeting or signing of the book. it is read by a Deacon or, if there is no Deacon, by a priest. it 
may also be read by readers, with the part of christ, if possible, reserved to a priest.

Deacons, but not others, ask for the blessing of the priest before singing the passion, as 
at other times before the gospel.

22. after the narrative of the passion, a brief homily should take place, if appropriate. a period 
of silence may also be observed.

the creed is said, and the universal prayer takes place.

23.  Prayer over the offerings
Through the Passion of your only Begotten son, o lord,
may our reconciliation with you be near at hand,
so that, though we do not merit it by our own deeds,
yet by this sacrifice made once for all,
we may feel already the effects of your mercy.
Through Christ our lord.
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24.  Preface: The Passion of the lord.
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holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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text without music:

v. The lord be with you.
r. and with your spirit.

v. lift up your hearts.
r. We lift them up to the Lord.

v. let us give thanks to the lord our God.
r. it is right and just.

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God,
through Christ our lord.

For, though innocent, he suffered willingly for sinners
and accepted unjust condemnation to save the guilty.
his Death has washed away our sins,
and his Resurrection has purchased our justification.

and so, with all the angels,
we praise you, as in joyful celebration we acclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .

25. Communion antiphon Mt 26: 42
father, if this chalice cannot pass without my drinking it,
your will be done.

26.  Prayer after Communion
nourished with these sacred gifts,
we humbly beseech you, o lord,
that, just as through the death of your son
you have brought us to hope for what we believe,
so by his Resurrection
you may lead us to where you call.
Through Christ our lord.

27.  Prayer over the People
look, we pray, o lord, on this your family,
for whom our lord Jesus Christ
did not hesitate to be delivered into the hands of the wicked
and submit to the agony of the Cross.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.
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MonDAy of hoLy WEEk
entrance antiphon  cf. ps 35 (34): 1-2; 140 (139): 8

contend, o Lord, with my contenders; fight those who fight me.
take up your buckler and shield; arise in my defense, Lord, my mighty help.

Collect
Grant, we pray, almighty God,
that, though in our weakness we fail,
we may be revived through the Passion of your only Begotten son.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
look graciously, o lord,
upon the sacred mysteries we celebrate here,
and may what you have mercifully provided
to cancel the judgment we incurred
bear for us fruit in eternal life.
Through Christ our lord.

preface ii of the passion of the Lord, p. 556.

Communion antiphon  cf. ps 102 (101): 3
Do not hide your face from me in the day of my distress. 
turn your ear towards me; on the day when i call, speedily answer me. 

Prayer after Communion
Visit your people, o lord, we pray,
and with ever-watchful love
look upon the hearts dedicated to you by means of these  

sacred mysteries,
so that under your protection
we may keep safe this remedy of eternal salvation,
which by your mercy we have received.
Through Christ our lord.

Prayer over the People for optional use

may your protection, o lord, we pray,
defend the humble
and keep ever safe those who trust in your mercy,
that they may celebrate the paschal festivities
not only with bodily observance
but above all with purity of mind.
Through Christ our lord.
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entrance antiphon  cf. ps 27 (26): 12
Do not leave me to the will of my foes, o Lord,
for false witnesses rise up against me
and they breathe out violence.

Collect
almighty ever-living God,
grant us so to celebrate
the mysteries of the lord’s Passion
that we may merit to receive your pardon.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
look favorably, o lord, we pray,
on these offerings of your family,
and to those you make partakers of these sacred gifts
grant a share in their fullness.
Through Christ our lord.

preface ii of the passion of the Lord, p. 556.

Communion antiphon  rom 8: 32
god did not spare his own Son,
but handed him over for us all.

Prayer after Communion
nourished by your saving gifts,
we beseech your mercy, lord,
that by this same sacrament,
with which you have fed us in the present age
you may make us partakers of life eternal.
Through Christ our lord.

Prayer over the People for optional use

may your mercy, o God,
cleanse the people that are subject to you
from all seduction of former ways
and make them capable of new holiness.
Through Christ our lord.
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entrance antiphon  cf. phil 2: 10, 8, 11
at the name of Jesus, every knee should bend
of those in heaven and on the earth and under the earth,
for the Lord became obedient to death, death on a cross:
therefore Jesus christ is Lord, to the glory of god the father.

Collect
o God, who willed your son to submit for our sake
to the yoke of the Cross,
so that you might drive from us the power of the enemy,
grant us, your servants, to attain the grace of the resurrection.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Receive, o lord, we pray, the offerings made here,
and graciously grant
that, celebrating your son’s Passion in mystery,
we may experience the grace of its effects.
Through Christ our lord.

preface ii of the passion of the Lord, p. 556.

Communion antiphon  Mt 20: 28
the Son of Man did not come to be served but to serve
and to give his life as a ransom for many.

Prayer after Communion
endow us, almighty God, with the firm conviction
that through your son’s Death in time,
to which the revered mysteries bear witness,
we may be assured of perpetual life.
Through Christ our lord.

Prayer over the People for optional use

Grant your faithful, o lord, we pray,
to partake unceasingly of the paschal mysteries
and to await with longing the gifts to come,
that, persevering in the sacraments of their rebirth,
they may be led by lenten works to newness of life.
Through Christ our lord.
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1. in accordance with a most ancient tradition of the church, on this day all Masses without the 
people are forbidden.

The Chrism Mass

2. the blessing of the oil of the Sick and of the oil of catechumens and the consecration of the 
chrism are carried out by the bishop, according to the rite described in the roman pontifical, 
usually on this day, at a proper Mass to be celebrated during the morning.

3. if, however, it is very difficult for the clergy and the people to gather with the bishop on this 
day, the chrism Mass may be anticipated on another day, but near to easter.

4. this Mass, which the bishop concelebrates with his presbyterate, should be, as it were, a 
manifestation of the priests’ communion with their bishop. accordingly it is desirable that 
all the priests participate in it, insofar as is possible, and during it receive communion even 
under both kinds. to signify the unity of the presbyterate of the diocese, the priests who 
concelebrate with the bishop should be from different regions of the diocese.

5. in accord with traditional practice, the blessing of the oil of the Sick takes place before the 
end of the eucharistic prayer, but the blessing of the oil of catechumens and the consecration 
of the chrism take place after communion. Nevertheless, for pastoral reasons, it is permitted 
for the entire rite of blessing to take place after the Liturgy of the Word.

6.  entrance antiphon  rev 1: 6
Jesus christ has made us into a kingdom, priests for his god and father.
to him be glory and power for ever and ever. amen.

the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is said.

7.  Collect
o God, who anointed your only Begotten son with the holy spirit
and made him Christ and lord,
graciously grant
that, being made sharers in his consecration,
we may bear witness to your Redemption in the world.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

8. after the reading of the gospel, the bishop preaches the homily in which, taking his starting 
point from the text of the readings proclaimed in the Liturgy of the Word, he speaks to the 
people and to his priests about priestly anointing, urging the priests to be faithful in their 
office and calling on them to renew publicly their priestly promises.
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Renewal of Priestly Promises
9. after the homily, the bishop speaks with the priests in these or similar words.

Beloved sons,
on the anniversary of that day
when Christ our lord conferred his priesthood
on his apostles and on us,
are you resolved to renew,
in the presence of your Bishop and God’s holy people,
the promises you once made?

the priests, all together, respond: i am.

are you resolved to be more united with the lord Jesus
and more closely conformed to him,
denying yourselves and confirming those promises
about sacred duties towards Christ’s Church
which, prompted by love of him,
you willingly and joyfully pledged
on the day of your priestly ordination?

priests: i am.

are you resolved to be faithful stewards of the mysteries of God
in the holy eucharist and the other liturgical rites
and to discharge faithfully the sacred office of teaching,
following Christ the head and shepherd,
not seeking any gain,
but moved only by zeal for souls?

priests: i am.

then, turned towards the people, the bishop continues:

as for you, dearest sons and daughters,
pray for your Priests,
that the lord may pour out his gifts abundantly upon them,
and keep them faithful as ministers of Christ, the high Priest,
so that they may lead you to him,
who is the source of salvation.
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people: christ, hear us. christ, graciously hear us.

and pray also for me,
that i may be faithful to the apostolic office
entrusted to me in my lowliness
and that in your midst i may be made day by day
a living and more perfect image of Christ,
the Priest, the Good shepherd,
the Teacher and the servant of all.

people: christ, hear us. christ, graciously hear us.

may the lord keep us all in his charity
and lead all of us,
shepherds and flock,
to eternal life.

all: amen.

10.  the creed is not said.

11.  Prayer over the offerings
may the power of this sacrifice, o lord, we pray,
mercifully wipe away what is old in us
and increase in us grace of salvation and newness of life.
Through Christ our lord.
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12.  Preface: The Priesthood of Christ and the ministry of Priests.
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holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .

text without music:

v. The lord be with you.
r. and with your spirit.

v. lift up your hearts.
r. We lift them up to the Lord.

v. let us give thanks to the lord our God.
r. it is right and just.
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It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God.

For by the anointing of the holy spirit
you made your only Begotten son
high Priest of the new and eternal covenant,
and by your wondrous design were pleased to decree
that his one Priesthood should continue in the Church.

For Christ not only adorns with a royal priesthood
the people he has made his own,
but with a brother’s kindness he also chooses men
to become sharers in his sacred ministry
through the laying on of hands.

They are to renew in his name
the sacrifice of human redemption,
to set before your children the paschal banquet,
to lead your holy people in charity,
to nourish them with the word
and strengthen them with the sacraments.

as they give up their lives for you
and for the salvation of their brothers and sisters,
they strive to be conformed to the image of Christ himself
and offer you a constant witness of faith and love.

and so, lord, with all the angels and saints,
we, too, give you thanks, as in exultation we acclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .

13. Communion antiphon ps 89 (88): 2
i will sing for ever of your mercies, o Lord;
through all ages my mouth will proclaim your fidelity.

14. Prayer after Communion
We beseech you, almighty God,
that those you renew by your sacraments
may merit to become the pleasing fragrance of Christ.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

15. the reception of the holy oils may take place in individual parishes either before the celebration 
of the evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper or at another time that seems more appropriate.





THE SACRED 
PASCHAL TRIDUUm
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1. in the Sacred triduum, the church solemnly celebrates the greatest mysteries of our 
redemption, keeping by means of special celebrations the memorial of her Lord, crucified, 
buried, and risen.

the paschal fast should also be kept sacred. it is to be celebrated everywhere on the 
friday of the Lord’s passion and, where appropriate, prolonged also through holy Saturday 
as a way of coming, with spirit uplifted, to the joys of the Lord’s resurrection.

2. for a fitting celebration of the Sacred triduum, a sufficient number of lay ministers is required, 
who must be carefully instructed as to what they are to do.

the singing of the people, the ministers, and the priest celebrant has a special importance 
in the celebrations of these days, for when texts are sung, they have their proper impact.

pastors should, therefore, not fail to explain to the christian faithful, as best they can, 
the meaning and order of the celebrations and to prepare them for active and fruitful 
participation.

3. the celebrations of the Sacred triduum are to be carried out in cathedral and parochial 
churches and only in those churches in which they can be performed with dignity, that is, 
with a good attendance of the faithful, an appropriate number of ministers, and the means to 
sing at least some of the parts.

consequently, it is desirable that small communities, associations, and special groups of 
various kinds join together in these churches to carry out the sacred celebrations in a more 
noble manner.
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ThurSDAy of ThE LorD’S SuPPEr
At the Evening Mass

1. the Mass of the Lord’s Supper is celebrated in the evening, at a convenient time, with the full 
participation of the whole local community and with all the priests and ministers exercising 
their office.

2. all priests may concelebrate even if they have already concelebrated the chrism Mass on 
this day, or if they have to celebrate another Mass for the good of the christian faithful.

3.  Where a pastoral reason requires it, the local ordinary may permit another Mass to be celebrated 
in churches and oratories in the evening and, in case of genuine necessity, even in the morning, 
but only for the faithful who are in no way able to participate in the evening Mass. care should, 
nevertheless, be taken that celebrations of this sort do not take place for the advantage of private 
persons or special small groups, and do not prejudice the evening Mass.

4. holy communion may only be distributed to the faithful during Mass; but it may be brought 
to the sick at any hour of the day.

5. the altar may be decorated with flowers with a moderation that accords with the character 
of this day. the tabernacle should be entirely empty; but a sufficient amount of bread should 
be consecrated in this Mass for the communion of the clergy and the people on this and the 
following day.

6.  entrance antiphon  cf. gal 6: 14
We should glory in the cross of our Lord Jesus christ,
in whom is our salvation, life and resurrection,
through whom we are saved and delivered.

7.  the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is said. While the hymn is being sung, 
bells are rung, and when it is finished, they remain silent until the gloria in excelsis of the 
easter vigil, unless, if appropriate, the Diocesan bishop has decided otherwise. Likewise, 
during this same period, the organ and other musical instruments may be used only so as to 
support the singing.

8.  Collect
o God, who have called us to participate
in this most sacred supper,
in which your only Begotten son,
when about to hand himself over to death,
entrusted to the Church a sacrifice new for all eternity,
the banquet of his love,
grant, we pray,
that we may draw from so great a mystery,
the fullness of charity and of life.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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9. after the proclamation of the gospel, the priest gives a homily in which light is shed on 
the principal mysteries that are commemorated in this Mass, namely, the institution of the 
holy eucharist and of the priestly order, and the commandment of the Lord concerning 
fraternal charity.

The Washing of Feet
10. after the homily, where a pastoral reason suggests it, the Washing of feet follows.

11. the men who have been chosen are led by the ministers to seats prepared in a suitable place. 
then the priest (removing his chasuble if necessary) goes to each one, and, with the help of 
the ministers, pours water over each one’s feet and then dries them.

12. Meanwhile some of the following antiphons or other appropriate chants are sung.

antiphon 1 cf. Jn 13: 4, 5, 15
after the Lord had risen from supper,
he poured water into a basin 
and began to wash the feet of his disciples:
he left them this example.

antiphon 2 cf. Jn 13: 12, 13, 15
the Lord Jesus, after eating supper with his disciples,
washed their feet and said to them:
Do you know what i, your Lord and Master, have done for you? 
i have given you an example, that you should do likewise.

antiphon 3 Jn 13: 6, 7, 8
Lord, are you to wash my feet? Jesus said to him in answer:
if i do not wash your feet, you will have no share with me.

v.  So he came to Simon peter and peter said to him:
—Lord.

v.  What i am doing, you do not know for now, 
 but later you will come to know.
—Lord.
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antiphon 4 cf. Jn 13: 14
if i, your Lord and Master, have washed your feet, 
how much more should you wash each other’s feet?

antiphon 5 Jn 13: 35
this is how all will know that you are my disciples:
if you have love for one another.

v.  Jesus said to his disciples:
—this is how.

antiphon 6 Jn 13: 34
i give you a new commandment,
that you love one another 
as i have loved you, says the Lord.

antiphon 7 1 cor 13:13
Let faith, hope and charity, these three, remain among you,
but the greatest of these is charity.

v. Now faith, hope and charity, these three, remain; 
 but the greatest of these is charity.
—Let.

13. after the Washing of feet, the priest washes and dries his hands, puts the chasuble back on, 
and returns to the chair, and from there he directs the universal prayer.

the creed is not said.
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The Liturgy of the Eucharist
14. at the beginning of the Liturgy of the eucharist, there may be a procession of the faithful in 

which gifts for the poor may be presented with the bread and wine.

Meanwhile the following, or another appropriate chant, is sung. 

ant. Where true charity is dwelling, god is present there.

v. by the love of christ we have been brought together:
v. let us find in him our gladness and our pleasure;
v. may we love him and revere him, god the living,
v. and in love respect each other with sincere hearts.

ant. Where true charity is dwelling, god is present there.

v.  So when we as one are gathered all together,
v.  let us strive to keep our minds free of division;
v.  may there be an end to malice, strife and quarrels,
v.  and let christ our god be dwelling here among us.

ant. Where true charity is dwelling, god is present there.

v.  May your face thus be our vision, bright in glory,
v.  christ our god, with all the blessed Saints in heaven:
v.  such delight is pure and faultless, joy unbounded,
v.  which endures through countless ages world without end. amen.

15.  Prayer over the offerings
Grant us, o lord, we pray,
that we may participate worthily in these mysteries,
for whenever the memorial of this sacrifice is celebrated
the work of our redemption is accomplished.
Through Christ our lord.
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16.  Preface: The sacrifice and the sacrament of Christ.
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holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .

text without music: preface i of the Most holy eucharist, p. 588.

17. When the roman canon is used, this special form of it is said, with proper formulas for the 
communicantes (in communion with those), hanc igitur (therefore, Lord, we pray), and 
Qui pridie (on the day before he was to suffer).

18. the priest, with hands extended, says:

To you, therefore, most merciful Father,
we make humble prayer and petition
through Jesus Christ, your son, our lord:

he joins his hands and says:

that you accept

he makes the Sign of the cross once over the bread and chalice together, saying:

and bless X these gifts, these offerings,
these holy and unblemished sacrifices,

With hands extended, he continues:

which we offer you firstly
for your holy catholic Church.
Be pleased to grant her peace,
to guard, unite and govern her
throughout the whole world,
together with your servant n. our Pope
and n. our Bishop,*

and all those who, holding to the truth,
hand on the catholic and apostolic faith.

* mention may be made here of the Coadjutor Bishop, or Auxiliary Bishops, as noted in the General instruction of the roman missal, 
no. 149.

celebrant alone
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19.  commemoration of the Living.

Remember, lord, your servants n. and n.

the priest joins his hands and prays briefly for those for whom he intends to pray.

then, with hands extended, he continues:

and all gathered here,
whose faith and devotion are known to you.
For them we offer you this sacrifice of praise
or they offer it for themselves
and all who are dear to them:
for the redemption of their souls,
in hope of health and well-being,
and paying their homage to you,
the eternal God, living and true.

20. Within the action.

Celebrating the most sacred day
on which our lord Jesus Christ
was handed over for our sake,
and in communion with those whose memory we venerate,
especially the glorious ever-Virgin mary,
mother of our God and lord, Jesus Christ,
and † blessed Joseph, her spouse
your blessed apostles and martyrs,
Peter and Paul, andrew,

(James, John,
Thomas, James, Philip,
Bartholomew, matthew, simon and Jude;
linus, Cletus, Clement, sixtus,
Cornelius, Cyprian,
lawrence, Chrysogonus,
John and Paul,
Cosmas and Damian)
and all your saints;

we ask that through their merits and prayers,
in all things we may be defended
by your protecting help.
(Through Christ our lord. amen.)

celebrant or one 
concelebrant

celebrant or one 
concelebrant
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21. With hands extended, the priest continues:

Therefore, lord, we pray:
graciously accept this oblation of our service,
that of your whole family,
which we make to you
as we observe the day
on which our lord Jesus Christ
handed on the mysteries of his Body and Blood
for his disciples to celebrate;
order our days in your peace,
and command that we be delivered from eternal damnation
and counted among the flock of those you have chosen.

he joins his hands.

(Through Christ our lord. amen.)

22. holding his hands extended over the offerings, he says:

Be pleased, o God, we pray, 
to bless, acknowledge,
and approve this offering in every respect;
make it spiritual and acceptable,
so that it may become for us
the Body and Blood of your most beloved son,
our lord Jesus Christ.

he joins his hands.

celebrant alone

celebrant with  
concelebrants
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23. in the formulas that follow, the words of the Lord should be pronounced clearly and distinctly, 
as the nature of these words requires.

on the day before he was to suffer
for our salvation and the salvation of all,
that is today,

he takes the bread and, holding it slightly raised above the altar, continues:

he took bread in his holy and venerable hands,

he raises his eyes.

and with eyes raised to heaven
to you, o God, his almighty Father,
giving you thanks, he said the blessing,
broke the bread
and gave it to his disciples, saying:

he bows slightly.

Take This, all of you, and eaT of iT, 
for This is my Body,
which will Be given up for you.

he shows the consecrated host to the people, places it again on the paten, and genuflects  
in adoration.

24. after this, the priest continues:

in a similar way, when supper was ended,

he takes the chalice and, holding it slightly raised above the altar, continues:

he took this precious chalice
in his holy and venerable hands,
and once more giving you thanks, he said the blessing
and gave the chalice to his disciples, saying:

he bows slightly.

Take This, all of you, and drink from iT,
for This is The chalice of my Blood,
The Blood of The new and eTernal covenanT,
which will Be poured ouT for you and for many 
for The forgiveness of sins.
do This in memory of me.

he shows the chalice to the people, places it on the corporal, and genuflects in adoration.



MASS	OF	THE	LORD’S	SUPPER	 309

25. then he says:

The mystery of faith.

and the people continue, acclaiming:

We proclaim your Death, o Lord,
and profess your resurrection 
until you come again.
or:

When we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim your Death, o Lord,
until you come again.
or:

Save us, Savior of the world,
for by your cross and resurrection
you have set us free.

26. then the priest, with hands extended, says:

Therefore, o lord,
as we celebrate the memorial of the blessed Passion,
the Resurrection from the dead,
and the glorious ascension into heaven
of Christ, your son, our lord,
we, your servants and your holy people,
offer to your glorious majesty
from the gifts that you have given us,
this pure victim,
this holy victim,
this spotless victim,
the holy Bread of eternal life
and the Chalice of everlasting salvation.

27. Be pleased to look upon these offerings
with a serene and kindly countenance,
and to accept them,
as once you were pleased to accept
the gifts of your servant abel the just,
the sacrifice of abraham, our father in faith,
and the offering of your high priest melchizedek,
a holy sacrifice, a spotless victim.

celebrant alone

celebrant with  
concelebrants
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28. bowing, with hands joined, he continues:

in humble prayer we ask you, almighty God:
command that these gifts be borne
by the hands of your holy angel
to your altar on high
in the sight of your divine majesty,
so that all of us, who through this participation at the altar 
receive the most holy Body and Blood of your son,

he stands upright and signs himself with the Sign of the cross, saying:

may be filled with every grace and heavenly blessing.

he joins his hands.

(Through Christ our lord. amen.)

29.  commemoration of the Dead

With hands extended, the priest says:

Remember also, lord, your servants n. and n., 
who have gone before us with the sign of faith
and rest in the sleep of peace.

he joins his hands and prays briefly for those who have died and for whom he intends  
to pray.

then, with hands extended he continues:

Grant them, o lord, we pray,
and all who sleep in Christ,
a place of refreshment, light and peace.

he joins his hands.

(Through Christ our lord. amen.)

celebrant or one 
concelebrant
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30. he strikes his breast with his right hand, saying:

To us, also, your servants, who, though sinners,

and, with hands extended he continues:

hope in your abundant mercies,
graciously grant some share 
and fellowship with your holy apostles and martyrs:
with John the Baptist, stephen,

matthias, Barnabas,
(ignatius, alexander,
marcellinus, Peter,
Felicity, Perpetua,
agatha, lucy,
agnes, Cecilia, anastasia)

and all your saints;
admit us, we beseech you,
into their company,
not weighing our merits,
but granting us your pardon,

he joins his hands.

through Christ our lord.

31. and he continues:

Through whom
you continue to make all these good things, o lord;
you sanctify them, fill them with life,
bless them, and bestow them upon us.

32. he takes the chalice and the paten with the host and, elevating both, he says:

Through him, and with him, and in him, 
o God, almighty Father,
in the unity of the holy spirit,
all honor and glory is yours,
for ever and ever.

the people acclaim:

amen.

then follows the communion rite, p. 663.

celebrant or one 
concelebrant

celebrant alone

celebrant alone or 
with concelebrants
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33. at an appropriate moment during communion, the priest entrusts the eucharist from the 
table of the altar to Deacons or acolytes or other extraordinary ministers, so that afterwards 
it may be brought to the sick who are to receive holy communion at home.

34.  Communion antiphon 1 cor 11: 24-25
this is the body that will be given up for you;
this is the chalice of the new covenant in my blood, says the Lord;
do this, whenever you receive it, in memory of me.

35. after the distribution of communion, a ciborium with hosts for communion on the following 
day is left on the altar. the priest, standing at the chair, says the prayer after communion.

36.  Prayer after Communion
Grant, almighty God, 
that, just as we are renewed
by the supper of your son in this present age,
so we may enjoy his banquet for all eternity.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.
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The Transfer of the most Blessed Sacrament

37. after the prayer after communion, the priest puts incense in the thurible while standing, 
blesses it and then, kneeling, incenses the blessed Sacrament three times. then, having put 
on a white humeral veil, he rises, takes the ciborium, and covers it with the ends of the veil.

38. a procession is formed in which the blessed Sacrament, accompanied by torches and incense, 
is carried through the church to a place of repose prepared in a part of the church or in a chapel 
suitably decorated. a lay minister with a cross, standing between two other ministers with 
lighted candles leads off. others carrying lighted candles follow. before the priest carrying 
the blessed Sacrament comes the thurifer with a smoking thurible. Meanwhile, the hymn 
pange, lingua (exclusive of the last two stanzas) or another eucharistic chant is sung.

39. When the procession reaches the place of repose, the priest, with the help of the Deacon if 
necessary, places the ciborium in the tabernacle, the door of which remains open. then he 
puts incense in the thurible and, kneeling, incenses the blessed Sacrament, while tantum 
ergo Sacramentum or another eucharistic chant is sung. then the Deacon or the priest 
himself places the Sacrament in the tabernacle and closes the door.

40. after a period of adoration in silence, the priest and ministers genuflect and return to the 
sacristy.

41. at an appropriate time, the altar is stripped and, if possible, the crosses are removed from the 
church. it is expedient that any crosses which remain in the church be veiled.

42. vespers (evening prayer) is not celebrated by those who have attended the Mass of the Lord’s 
Supper.

43. the faithful are invited to continue adoration before the blessed Sacrament for a suitable 
length of time during the night, according to local circumstances, but after midnight the 
adoration should take place without solemnity.

44. if the celebration of the passion of the Lord on the following friday does not take place in the 
same church, the Mass is concluded in the usual way and the blessed Sacrament is placed in 
the tabernacle.
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friDAy of ThE PASSion of ThE LorD 
[gooD friDAy]

1. on this and the following day, by a most ancient tradition, the church does not celebrate the 
Sacraments at all, except for penance and the anointing of the Sick.

2. on this day, holy communion is distributed to the faithful only within the celebration of 
the Lord’s passion; but it may be brought at any hour of the day to the sick who cannot 
participate in this celebration.

3. the altar should be completely bare: without a cross, without candles and without cloths.

The Celebration of the Passion of the Lord
4. on the afternoon of this day, about three o’clock (unless a later hour is chosen for a pastoral 

reason), there takes place the celebration of the Lord’s passion consisting of three parts, 
namely, the Liturgy of the Word, the adoration of the cross, and holy communion. 

in the united States, if the size or nature of a parish or other community indicates the 
pastoral need for an additional liturgical service, the Diocesan bishop may permit the 
service to be repeated later. this liturgy by its very nature may not, however, be celebrated 
in the absence of a priest.

5. the priest and the Deacon, if a Deacon is present, wearing red vestments as for Mass, go 
to the altar in silence and, after making a reverence to the altar, prostrate themselves or, if 
appropriate, kneel and pray in silence for a while. all others kneel.

6. then the priest, with the ministers, goes to the chair where, facing the people, who are 
standing, he says, with hands extended, one of the following prayers, omitting the invitation 
Let us pray.
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Prayer
Remember your mercies, o lord,
and with your eternal protection sanctify your servants,
for whom Christ your son,
by the shedding of his Blood,
established the Paschal mystery.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.
r. amen.

or:

o God, who by the Passion of Christ your son, our lord,
abolished the death inherited from ancient sin
by every succeeding generation,
grant that just as, being conformed to him,
we have borne by the law of nature
the image of the man of earth,
so by the sanctification of grace
we may bear the image of the man of heaven.
Through Christ our lord.
r. amen.

first part:
the Liturgy of the Word

7. then all sit and the first reading, from the book of the prophet isaiah (52: 13-53: 12), is read 
with its psalm.

8. the Second reading, from the Letter to the hebrews (4: 14-16; 5: 7-9), follows, and then the 
chant before the gospel.

9. then the narrative of the Lord’s passion according to John (18: 1–19: 42) is read in the same 
way as on the preceding Sunday.

10. after the reading of the Lord’s passion, the priest gives a brief homily and, at its end, the 
faithful may be invited to spend a short time in prayer. 



316	 	FRIDAY	OF	HOLY	WEEk	[GOOD	FRIDAY]

The Solemn Intercessions

11. the Liturgy of the Word concludes with the Solemn intercessions, which take place in this 
way: the Deacon, if a Deacon is present, or if he is not, a lay minister, stands at the ambo, and 
sings or says the invitation in which the intention is expressed. then all pray in silence for 
a while, and afterwards the priest, standing at the chair or, if appropriate, at the altar, with 
hands extended, sings or says the prayer.

the faithful may remain either kneeling or standing throughout the entire period of  
the prayers.

12.  before the priest’s prayer, in accord with tradition, it is permissible to use the Deacon’s 
invitations Let us kneel — Let us stand, with all kneeling for silent prayer.

text with music:

& œ
�������������

œ œ œ
�������������

œ œ

the conferences of bishops may provide other invitations to introduce the prayer of  
the priest.

13. in a situation of grave public need, the Diocesan bishop may permit or order the addition of 
a special intention.

i.  For holy Church
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the prayer is sung in the simple tone or, if the invitations Let us kneel — Let us stand are 
used, in the solemn tone.
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let us pray, dearly beloved, for the holy Church of God,
that our God and lord be pleased to give her peace,
to guard her and to unite her throughout the whole world
and grant that, leading our life in tranquility and quiet,
we may glorify God the Father almighty.

prayer in silence. then the priest says:

& œ á á

& á œ œ á œ œ

& á á á

& á œ œ œ œ œ œœ œœ

& œ œœ

almighty ever-living God,
who in Christ revealed your glory to all the nations,
watch over the works of your mercy,
that your Church, spread throughout all the world,
may persevere with steadfast faith in confessing your name.
Through Christ our lord.
r. amen.
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ii.  For the Pope

& œ á á

& á á œ œ œ œ œ á

& á œ œ œ á

& œ œ œ œ

let us pray also for our most holy Father Pope n.,
that our God and lord,
who chose him for the order of Bishops,
may keep him safe and unharmed for the lord’s holy Church,
to govern the holy People of God.

prayer in silence. then the priest says:

& œ á á œ

& œ á á

& á œ œ á

& á á œ œ œ

& œ œ œœ œœ œ œœ
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almighty ever-living God,
by whose decree all things are founded,
look with favor on our prayers
and in your kindness protect the Pope chosen for us,
that, under him, the Christian people,
governed by you their maker,
may grow in merit by reason of their faith.
Through Christ our lord.
r. amen.

iii. For all orders and degrees of the faithful

& œ á á

& á œ œ œ á œœ œ œ œ

let us pray also for our Bishop n.,*

for all Bishops, Priests, and Deacons of the Church
and for the whole of the faithful people.

* mention may be made here of the Coadjutor Bishop, or Auxiliary Bishops, as noted in the General instruction of the 
roman missal, no. 149.
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prayer in silence. then the priest says:

& œ á á

& á œ œ á

& á œ œ œ á á œ œ

& œ œ œ œ œ œœ œœ œ œœ

almighty ever-living God,
by whose spirit the whole body of the Church
is sanctified and governed,
hear our humble prayer for your ministers,
that, by the gift of your grace,
all may serve you faithfully.
Through Christ our lord.
r. amen.

iv.  For catechumens

& œ á œ œ œ œ œ á

& á á

& œ œ œ œ á

& á œ œ œ á

& œ œ œ œ
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let us pray also for (our) catechumens,
that our God and lord
may open wide the ears of their inmost hearts
and unlock the gates of his mercy,
that, having received forgiveness of all their sins
through the waters of rebirth,
they, too, may be one with Christ Jesus our lord.

prayer in silence. then the priest says:

& œ á á

& á œ œ á

& á œ œ á á

& á œ œ œ œ œ œ

& œœ œœ œ œœ

almighty ever-living God,
who make your Church ever fruitful with new offspring,
increase the faith and understanding of (our) catechumens,
that, reborn in the font of Baptism,
they may be added to the number of your adopted children.
Through Christ our lord.
r. amen.
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v.  For the unity of Christians
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let us pray also for all our brothers and sisters who believe in Christ,
that our God and lord may be pleased,
as they live the truth,
to gather them together and keep them in his one Church.

prayer in silence. then the priest says:

& œ á á

& á œ œ á

& œ œ á á

& á œ œ œ œ œ

& œ œ œœ œœ œ œœ

almighty ever-living God,
who gather what is scattered
and keep together what you have gathered,
look kindly on the flock of your son,
that those whom one Baptism has consecrated
may be joined together by integrity of faith
and united in the bond of charity.
Through Christ our lord.
r. amen.
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vi. For the Jewish people

& œ
�����������������������������������������

á œ œ œ œ œ
����������������������
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á œ

& œ
���	������
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œ œ œ

& á
���������������������������������������

œœ œ œ œ œ

let us pray also for the Jewish people,
to whom the lord our God spoke first,
that he may grant them to advance in love of his name
and in faithfulness to his covenant.

prayer in silence. then the priest says:

& œ á á

& á
 

œ œ á

& œ œ á

& á œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œœ œ œœ

almighty ever-living God,
who bestowed your promises on abraham and his descendants,
graciously hear the prayers of your Church,
that the people you first made your own
may attain the fullness of redemption.
Through Christ our lord.
r. amen.



324	 	FRIDAY	OF	HOLY	WEEk	[GOOD	FRIDAY]

vii.  For those who do not believe in Christ

& œ
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œ

& œ
��������������

œ œ œ

let us pray also for those who do not believe in Christ,
that, enlightened by the holy spirit,
they, too, may enter on the way of salvation.

prayer in silence. then the priest says:

& œ á á

& á

& œ œ á œ

& á œ œ

& á œ œ œ œ

& œ œœ œœ œ œœ

almighty ever-living God,
grant to those who do not confess Christ
that, by walking before you with a sincere heart,
they may find the truth
and that we ourselves, being constant in mutual love
and striving to understand more fully the mystery of your life,
may be made more perfect witnesses to your love in the world.
Through Christ our lord.
r. amen.
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viii. For those who do not believe in God

& œ
����������������������������������������������������
��	
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let us pray also for those who do not acknowledge God,
that, following what is right in sincerity of heart,
they may find the way to God himself.

prayer in silence. then the priest says:

& œ á á

& á á œ œ

& á á á

& á á

& á œ œ œ á

& á œ œ œ œ œ œœ œœ

& œ œœ
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almighty ever-living God,
who created all people
to seek you always by desiring you
and, by finding you, come to rest,
grant, we pray,
that, despite every harmful obstacle,
all may recognize the signs of your fatherly love
and the witness of the good works
done by those who believe in you,
and so in gladness confess you,
the one true God and Father of our human race.
Through Christ our lord.
r. amen.

iX.  For those in public office
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let us pray also for those in public office,
that our God and lord
may direct their minds and hearts according to his will
for the true peace and freedom of all.
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prayer in silence. then the priest says:

& œ á á

& á œ œ œ á

& á œ œ œ œ á

& á á á

& á œ œ œ œ œ œœ

& œœ œ œœ

almighty ever-living God,
in whose hand lies every human heart
and the rights of peoples,
look with favor, we pray,
on those who govern with authority over us,
that throughout the whole world,
the prosperity of peoples,
the assurance of peace,
and freedom of religion
may through your gift be made secure.
Through Christ our lord.
r. amen.
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X.  For those in tribulation
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let us pray, dearly beloved,
to God the Father almighty,
that he may cleanse the world of all errors,
banish disease, drive out hunger,
unlock prisons, loosen fetters,
granting to travelers safety, to pilgrims return,
health to the sick, and salvation to the dying.

prayer in silence. then the priest says:

& œ á á á

& œ œ á

& á œ œ á á

& á œ œ œ œ œ œœ œœ œ œœ
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almighty ever-living God,
comfort of mourners, strength of all who toil,
may the prayers of those who cry out in any tribulation
come before you,
that all may rejoice,
because in their hour of need
your mercy was at hand.
Through Christ our lord.
r. amen.

Second part:
the adoration of the holy cross

14. after the Solemn intercessions, the solemn adoration of the holy cross takes place. of the 
two forms of the showing of the cross presented here, the more appropriate one, according 
to pastoral needs, should be chosen.

The Showing of the Holy Cross

First Form

15. the Deacon accompanied by ministers, or another suitable minister, goes to the sacristy, 
from which, in procession, accompanied by two ministers with lighted candles, he carries 
the cross, covered with a violet veil, through the church to the middle of the sanctuary.

the priest, standing before the altar and facing the people, receives the cross, uncovers a 
little of its upper part and elevates it while beginning the ecce lignum crucis (behold the 
wood of the cross). he is assisted in singing by the Deacon or, if need be, by the choir. all 
respond, come, let us adore. at the end of the singing, all kneel and for a brief moment 
adore in silence, while the priest stands and holds the cross raised.
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or:
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Behold the wood of the Cross,
on which hung the salvation of the world.
r. come, let us adore.

then the priest uncovers the right arm of the cross and again, raising up the cross, begins, 
behold the wood of the cross and everything takes place as above.

finally, he uncovers the cross entirely and, raising it up, he begins the invitation behold the 
wood of the cross a third time and everything takes place like the first time.

second Form

16.  the priest or the Deacon accompanied by ministers, or another suitable minister, goes to 
the door of the church, where he receives the unveiled cross, and the ministers take lighted 
candles; then the procession sets off through the church to the sanctuary. Near the door, in the 
middle of the church and before the entrance of the sanctuary, the one who carries the cross 
elevates it, singing, behold the wood of the cross, to which all respond, come, let us adore. 
after each response all kneel and for a brief moment adore in silence, as above.

The Adoration of the Holy Cross

17. then, accompanied by two ministers with lighted candles, the priest or the Deacon carries 
the cross to the entrance of the sanctuary or to another suitable place and there puts it 
down or hands it over to the ministers to hold. candles are placed on the right and left 
sides of the cross.

18. for the adoration of the cross, first the priest celebrant alone approaches, with the chasuble 
and his shoes removed, if appropriate. then the clergy, the lay ministers, and the faithful 
approach, moving as if in procession, and showing reverence to the cross by a simple 
genuflection or by some other sign appropriate to the usage of the region, for example, by 
kissing the cross.

19. only one cross should be offered for adoration. if, because of the large number of people, it 
is not possible for all to approach individually, the priest, after some of the clergy and faithful 
have adored, takes the cross and, standing in the middle before the altar, invites the people 
in a few words to adore the holy cross and afterwards holds the cross elevated higher for a 
brief time, for the faithful to adore it in silence.

20. While the adoration of the holy cross is taking place, the antiphon crucem tuam adoramus 
(We adore your cross, o Lord), the reproaches, the hymn crux fidelis (faithful cross) or other 
suitable chants are sung, during which all who have already adored the cross remain seated.
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Chants to Be Sung during the Adoration of the Holy Cross

ant. We adore your cross, o Lord,
we praise and glorify your holy resurrection,
for behold, because of the wood of a tree
joy has come to the whole world.

May god have mercy on us and bless us;  cf. ps 67 (66): 2
may he let his face shed its light upon us
and have mercy on us.

and the antiphon is repeated: We adore . . .

The Reproaches
parts assigned to one of the two choirs separately are indicated by the numbers 1 (first 

choir) and 2 (second choir); parts sung by both choirs together are marked: 1 and 2. Some of 
the verses may also be sung by two cantors.

i
1 and 2 My people, what have i done to you?
or how have i grieved you? answer me!
1 because i led you out of the land of egypt,
 you have prepared a cross for your Savior.
1 hagios o theos,
2 holy is god,
1 hagios ischyros,
2 holy and Mighty,
1 hagios athanatos, eleison himas.
2 holy and immortal one, have mercy on us.

1 and 2 because i led you out through the desert forty years
and fed you with manna and brought you into a land of plenty,
you have prepared a cross for your Savior.
1 hagios o theos,
2 holy is god,
1 hagios ischyros,
2 holy and Mighty,
1 hagios athanatos, eleison himas.
2 holy and immortal one, have mercy on us.

1 and 2 What more should i have done for you and have not done?
indeed, i planted you as my most beautiful chosen vine
and you have turned very bitter for me,
for in my thirst you gave me vinegar to drink
and with a lance you pierced your Savior’s side.
1 hagios o theos,
2 holy is god,
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1 hagios ischyros,
2 holy and Mighty,
1 hagios athanatos, eleison himas.
2 holy and immortal one, have mercy on us.

ii
cantors:

i scourged egypt for your sake with its firstborn sons,
and you scourged me and handed me over.

1 and 2 repeat:
My people, what have i done to you?
or how have i grieved you? answer me!

cantors:
i led you out from egypt as pharoah lay sunk in the red Sea,
and you handed me over to the chief priests.

1 and 2 repeat:
My people . . .

cantors:
i opened up the sea before you,
and you opened my side with a lance.

1 and 2 repeat:
My people . . .

cantors:
i went before you in a pillar of cloud,
and you led me into pilate’s palace.

1 and 2 repeat:
My people . . .

cantors:
i fed you with manna in the desert,
and on me you rained blows and lashes.

1 and 2 repeat:
My people . . .

cantors:
i gave you saving water from the rock to drink,
and for drink you gave me gall and vinegar.

1 and 2 repeat:
My people . . .

cantors:
i struck down for you the kings of the canaanites,
and you struck my head with a reed.
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1 and 2 repeat:
My people . . .

cantors:
i put in your hand a royal scepter,
and you put on my head a crown of thorns.

1 and 2 repeat:
My people . . .

cantors:
i exalted you with great power,
and you hung me on the scaffold of the cross.

1 and 2 repeat:
My people . . .

Hymn

all:
faithful cross the Saints rely on,
Noble tree beyond compare!
Never was there such a scion,
Never leaf or flower so rare.
Sweet the timber, sweet the iron,
Sweet the burden that they bear!

cantors:
Sing, my tongue, in exultation
of our banner and device!
Make a solemn proclamation
of a triumph and its price:
how the Savior of creation
conquered by his sacrifice!

all:
faithful cross the Saints rely on,
Noble tree beyond compare!
Never was there such a scion,
Never leaf or flower so rare.

cantors:
for, when adam first offended,
eating that forbidden fruit,
Not all hopes of glory ended
With the serpent at the root:
broken nature would be mended
by a second tree and shoot.
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all:
Sweet the timber, sweet the iron,
Sweet the burden that they bear!

cantors:
thus the tempter was outwitted
by a wisdom deeper still:
remedy and ailment fitted,
Means to cure and means to kill;
that the world might be acquitted,
christ would do his father’s will.

all:
faithful cross the Saints rely on,
Noble tree beyond compare!
Never was there such a scion,
Never leaf or flower so rare.

cantors:
So the father, out of pity
for our self-inflicted doom,
Sent him from the heavenly city
When the holy time had come:
he, the Son and the almighty,
took our flesh in Mary’s womb.

all:
Sweet the timber, sweet the iron,
Sweet the burden that they bear!

cantors:
hear a tiny baby crying,
founder of the seas and strands;
See his virgin Mother tying
cloth around his feet and hands;
find him in a manger lying
tightly wrapped in swaddling-bands!

all:
faithful cross the Saints rely on,
Noble tree beyond compare!
Never was there such a scion,
Never leaf or flower so rare.

cantors:
So he came, the long-expected,
Not in glory, not to reign;
only born to be rejected,
choosing hunger, toil and pain,
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till the scaffold was erected
and the paschal Lamb was slain.

all:
Sweet the timber, sweet the iron,
Sweet the burden that they bear!

cantors:
No disgrace was too abhorrent:
Nailed and mocked and parched he died;
blood and water, double warrant,
issue from his wounded side,
Washing in a mighty torrent
earth and stars and oceantide.

all:
faithful cross the Saints rely on,
Noble tree beyond compare!
Never was there such a scion,
Never leaf or flower so rare.

cantors:
Lofty timber, smooth your roughness,
flex your boughs for blossoming;
Let your fibers lose their toughness,
gently let your tendrils cling;
Lay aside your native gruffness,
clasp the body of your King!

all:
Sweet the timber, sweet the iron,
Sweet the burden that they bear!

cantors:
Noblest tree of all created,
richly jeweled and embossed:
post by Lamb’s blood consecrated;
Spar that saves the tempest-tossed;
Scaffold-beam which, elevated,
carries what the world has cost!

all:
faithful cross the Saints rely on,
Noble tree beyond compare!
Never was there such a scion,
Never leaf or flower so rare.
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the following conclusion is never to be omitted:

all:
Wisdom, power, and adoration
to the blessed trinity
for redemption and salvation
through the paschal Mystery,
Now, in every generation,
and for all eternity. amen.

in accordance with local circumstances or popular traditions and if it is pastorally appropriate, 
the Stabat Mater may be sung, as found in the graduale romanum, or another suitable chant 
in memory of the compassion of the blessed virgin Mary.

21. When the adoration has been concluded, the cross is carried by the Deacon or a minister to 
its place at the altar. Lighted candles are placed around or on the altar or near the cross.

third part:
holy communion

22. a cloth is spread on the altar, and a corporal and the Missal put in place. Meanwhile the 
Deacon or, if there is no Deacon, the priest himself, putting on a humeral veil, brings the 
blessed Sacrament back from the place of repose to the altar by a shorter route, while all 
stand in silence. two ministers with lighted candles accompany the blessed Sacrament and 
place their candlesticks around or upon the altar.

When the Deacon, if a Deacon is present, has placed the blessed Sacrament upon the 
altar and uncovered the ciborium, the priest goes to the altar and genuflects.

23.  then the priest, with hands joined, says aloud:

at the savior’s command
and formed by divine teaching,
we dare to say:

the priest, with hands extended says, and all present continue:

our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

text with music, p. 663.

24. With hands extended, the priest continues alone:
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Deliver us, lord, we pray, from every evil,
graciously grant peace in our days, 
that, by the help of your mercy,
we may be always free from sin
and safe from all distress,
as we await the blessed hope
and the coming of our savior, Jesus Christ.

he joins his hands.

the people conclude the prayer, acclaiming:

for the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours now and for ever.

text with music, p. 664.

25. then the priest, with hands joined, says quietly:

may the receiving of your Body and Blood,
lord Jesus Christ,
not bring me to judgment and condemnation,
but through your loving mercy
be for me protection in mind and body
and a healing remedy.

26. the priest then genuflects, takes a particle, and, holding it slightly raised over the ciborium, 
while facing the people, says aloud:

Behold the lamb of God,
behold him who takes away the sins of the world.
Blessed are those called to the supper of the lamb.

and together with the people he adds once:

lord, i am not worthy
that you should enter under my roof,
but only say the word
and my soul shall be healed.

27. and facing the altar, he reverently consumes the body of christ, saying quietly: May the 
body of christ keep me safe for eternal life.

28. he then proceeds to distribute communion to the faithful. During communion, psalm 22 
(21) or another appropriate chant may be sung.

29. When the distribution of communion has been completed, the ciborium is taken by the 
Deacon or another suitable minister to a place prepared outside the church or, if circumstances 
so require, it is placed in the tabernacle.

30. then the priest says: Let us pray, and, after a period of sacred silence, if circumstances so 
suggest, has been observed, he says the prayer after communion.



338	 	FRIDAY	OF	HOLY	WEEk	[GOOD	FRIDAY]

339

almighty ever-living God,
who have restored us to life
by the blessed Death and Resurrection of your Christ,
preserve in us the work of your mercy,
that, by partaking of this mystery,
we may have a life unceasingly devoted to you.
Through Christ our lord.
r. amen.

31.  for the Dismissal the Deacon or, if there is no Deacon, the priest himself, may say the invitation 
bow down for the blessing.

then the priest, standing facing the people and extending his hands over them, says this 
prayer over the people:

may abundant blessing, o lord, we pray,
descend upon your people,
who have honored the Death of your son
in the hope of their resurrection:
may pardon come,
comfort be given,
holy faith increase,
and everlasting redemption be made secure.
Through Christ our lord.
r. amen.

32. and all, after genuflecting to the cross, depart in silence.

33. after the celebration, the altar is stripped, but the cross remains on the altar with two or four 
candlesticks.

34. vespers (evening prayer) is not celebrated by those who have been present at the solemn 
afternoon liturgical celebration.
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hoLy SATurDAy
1. on holy Saturday the church waits at the Lord’s tomb in prayer and fasting, meditating on 

his passion and Death and on his Descent into hell, and awaiting his resurrection.

2. the church abstains from the Sacrifice of the Mass, with the sacred table left bare, until after 
the solemn vigil, that is, the anticipation by night of the resurrection, when the time comes 
for paschal joys, the abundance of which overflows to occupy fifty days.

3. holy communion may only be given on this day as viaticum.





EASTER TImE

EASTER SUNDAY
OF THE RESURRECTION 

OF THE LORD
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ThE EASTEr VigiL in ThE hoLy nighT

1. by most ancient tradition, this is the night of keeping vigil for the Lord (ex 12: 42), in which, 
following the gospel admonition (Lk 12: 35-37), the faithful, carrying lighted lamps in their 
hands, should be like those looking for the Lord when he returns, so that at his coming he 
may find them awake and have them sit at his table.

2. of this night’s vigil, which is the greatest and most noble of all solemnities, there is to be 
only one celebration in each church. it is arranged, moreover, in such a way that after the 
Lucernarium and easter proclamation (which constitutes the first part of this vigil), holy 
church meditates on the wonders the Lord god has done for his people from the beginning, 
trusting in his word and promise (the second part, that is, the Liturgy of the Word) until, as 
day approaches, with new members reborn in baptism (the third part), the church is called 
to the table the Lord has prepared for his people, the memorial of his Death and resurrection 
until he comes again (the fourth part).

3. the entire celebration of the easter vigil must take place during the night, so that it begins 
after nightfall and ends before daybreak on the Sunday.

4. the Mass of the vigil, even if it is celebrated before midnight, is a paschal Mass of the Sunday 
of the resurrection.

5. anyone who participates in the Mass of the night may receive communion again at Mass 
during the day. a priest who celebrates or concelebrates the Mass of the night may again 
celebrate or concelebrate Mass during the day.

the easter vigil takes the place of the office of readings.

6. the priest is usually assisted by a Deacon. if, however, there is no Deacon, the duties of his 
order, except those indicated below, are assumed by the priest celebrant or by a concelebrant.

the priest and Deacon vest as at Mass, in white vestments.

7. candles should be prepared for all who participate in the vigil. the lights of the church are 
extinguished.
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first part:
the Solemn beginning of the vigil or Lucernarium

The Blessing of the Fire and Preparation of the Candle

8. a blazing fire is prepared in a suitable place outside the church. When the people are gathered 
there, the priest approaches with the ministers, one of whom carries the paschal candle. the 
processional cross and candles are not carried.

Where, however, a fire cannot be lit outside the church, the rite is carried out as in no. 13, 
below.

9. the priest and faithful sign themselves while the priest says: in the name of the father, and 
of the Son, and of the holy Spirit, and then he greets the assembled people in the usual way 
and briefly instructs them about the night vigil in these or similar words:

Dear brethren (brothers and sisters),
on this most sacred night,
in which our lord Jesus Christ
passed over from death to life,
the Church calls upon her sons and daughters,
scattered throughout the world,
to come together to watch and pray.
if we keep the memorial
of the lord’s paschal solemnity in this way,
listening to his word and celebrating his mysteries,
then we shall have the sure hope
of sharing his triumph over death
and living with him in God.

10.  then the priest blesses the fire, saying with hands extended:

let us pray.

o God, who through your son
bestowed upon the faithful the fire of your glory,
sanctify X this new fire, we pray,
and grant that,
by these paschal celebrations,
we may be so inflamed with heavenly desires,
that with minds made pure
we may attain festivities of unending splendor.
Through Christ our lord.
r. amen.
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11. after the blessing of the new fire, one of the ministers brings the paschal candle to the priest, 
who cuts a cross into the candle with a stylus. then he makes the greek letter alpha above 
the cross, the letter omega below, and the four numerals of the current year between the 
arms of the cross, saying meanwhile:

1.  Christ yesterday and today 
(he cuts a vertical line);

2.  the Beginning and the end 
(he cuts a horizontal line);

3.  the alpha 
(he cuts the letter alpha above the vertical line);

4.  and the omega 
(he cuts the letter omega below the vertical line).

5.  all time belongs to him 
(he cuts the first numeral of the current year in 

the upper left corner of the cross);

6.  and all the ages 
(he cuts the second numeral of the current year in 

the upper right corner of the cross).

7.  To him be glory and power 
(he cuts the third numeral of the current year in 

the lower left corner of the cross);

8.  through every age and for ever. amen. 
(he cuts the fourth numeral of the current year in 

the lower right corner of the cross).

12. When the cutting of the cross and of the other signs has been completed, the priest may insert 
five grains of incense into the candle in the form of a cross, meanwhile saying:

1.  By his holy 
 2.  and glorious wounds,
3.  may Christ the lord
4.  guard us 
5.  and protect us. amen.

13. Where, because of difficulties that may occur, a fire is not lit, the blessing of fire is adapted 
to the circumstances. When the people are gathered in the church as on other occasions, the 
priest comes to the door of the church, along with the ministers carrying the paschal candle. 
the people, insofar as is possible, turn to face the priest.

the greeting and address take place as in no. 9 above; then the fire is blessed and the 
candle is prepared, as above in nos. 10-12.

2 0

1 4

4   2   5
1
      

3
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14. the priest lights the paschal candle from the new fire, saying:

& á
�������������������������������������������

œ œ œ œ á
�������������������������

& á
������������
����	

œ

may the light of Christ rising in glory
dispel the darkness of our hearts and minds.

as regards the preceding elements, conferences of bishops may also establish other forms 
more adapted to the culture of the different peoples.

Procession
15. When the candle has been lit, one of the ministers takes burning coals from the fire and 

places them in the thurible, and the priest puts incense into it in the usual way. the Deacon 
or, if there is no Deacon, another suitable minister, takes the paschal candle and a procession 
forms. the thurifer with the smoking thurible precedes the Deacon or other minister who 
carries the paschal candle. after them follows the priest with the ministers and the people, 
all holding in their hands unlit candles.

at the door of the church the Deacon, standing and raising up the candle, sings:

& œ
��������������������

œ œ œ

or:

& œ
����������������

œ œ œ

The light of Christ.

and all reply:

& œ
�����������������

œ œ œ

or:

& œ
�����������������

œ œ œ œ

thanks be to god.
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the priest lights his candle from the flame of the paschal candle.

16. then the Deacon moves forward to the middle of the church and, standing and raising up the 
candle, sings a second time:

The light of Christ.

and all reply:

thanks be to god.

all light their candles from the flame of the paschal candle and continue in procession.

17. When the Deacon arrives before the altar, he stands facing the people, raises up the candle 
and sings a third time:

The light of Christ.

and all reply:

thanks be to god.

then the Deacon places the paschal candle on a large candlestand prepared next to the 
ambo or in the middle of the sanctuary.

and lights are lit throughout the church, except for the altar candles.

The Easter Proclamation
(Exsultet)

18. arriving at the altar, the priest goes to his chair, gives his candle to a minister, puts incense 
into the thurible and blesses the incense as at the gospel at Mass. the Deacon goes to the 
priest and saying, your blessing, father, asks for and receives a blessing from the priest, who 
says in a low voice:

may the lord be in your heart and on your lips,
that you may proclaim his paschal praise worthily and well,
in the name of the Father and of the son, X and of the holy spirit.

the Deacon replies: amen.

this blessing is omitted if the proclamation is made by someone who is not a Deacon.

19. the Deacon, after incensing the book and the candle, proclaims the easter proclamation 
(exsultet) at the ambo or at a lectern, with all standing and holding lighted candles in their 
hands.

the easter proclamation may be made, in the absence of a Deacon, by the priest himself 
or by another concelebrating priest. if, however, because of necessity, a lay cantor sings 
the proclamation, the words therefore, dearest friends up to the end of the invitation are 
omitted, along with the greeting the Lord be with you.

the proclamation may also be sung in the shorter form (pp. 357-361).
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Longer Form of the Easter Proclamation

& œ œœ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œœ œ œ œœ á

& á œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œœ œ œœ

& œ œ œ œ œ œœ œœœ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œ

& œœ œ œœ œ œ œœ á œ œ œœ œ œ

& œ œ œ œ œœ œ œœ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œœ

& œœœ œ œ œœ á œ œ œ œ á

& á œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œœ œ œ

& œœ á œ œ œ œ œ œ œœœ œ œ œœ

& á á œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ

& œ œœ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œœœ œ

& œ œœ á œ œ œ œ
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& œ œ œ œœ œ œ œœ á œœ œ œœ œ

& œ á œ œ œ œ œœœ œ

& œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ

& œœ œœ œ œœ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œœ

& œ á œ á œœ œ œ œ

& á œ œ œ œ á œ œ œ œ œ

& á œœ œ œœ œ á œ œ œ œ

& œœ œœ œ œœ œ œ á

& œœ œ œœ œ œ á œœ œ œ œ œ

& œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œœ œ œ œœ œœ œ œ œœ
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& œ
��������������

œœ œ œ œ
���������������������������

á œ œ œ œ
�����������
����������

œœ œ œ

& á
������	����������������������������������������������

œœ œœ œ œœ œ œœœ œœ
����������������

œœ œ

& œ
������

œ
������������
�������
�������������

á œ œ œ œ œ
���������������������

œ œ œœ œ

& á
���������������������������

œ œ œ œ á
�����������������������������������
��

œœ œœ

& œ
������������

œœ œ œœœœ
��������������������

œœ œ œ œ
�������������������������������

á œ œ œ œ

& á
�������������������������������

œœ œœ œ œ œ
�����������������

œ œ œ œ
��������������

á

& á
����
���
������������

á
�����������������������������������������������

œ œ

& œ
������

œ á
���������������������������

œœ œ œ œœœ
����������������������

œœ œœ œ œ œ
���

& œ
 ���������������������������������

œ œœ œœ œ œœ œ œ œœœ œœ
�����������������������

œœ œ œ œ
����

& á
���������������������������������������

œ œ œ œ
����������������������
�

œ œ œ œ œœ

& œœ
���������
������������

œ œœ œ œ œ

����������
����������������������

á œ œ œ
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& á
���������������������������

œœ œœ œ œ œœœ
������������������������������

á œœ œ œœ

& œ
������


œ œ
���	��������������������������������������

á œ œ œ œ œœ œ œœ œ á
������������

œ

& œ
����	�

œ á
������	�������������������


œœ œœ œ œ œ
����������������������������

á œ œ œ œ œœ œ

& œœ
������

œ œ
������������������������������������������������


œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œœœ
�

& œœ
�����������

œ œ á
�������������������������������������������������������


œ œ œœ œœ œ œœ œ

& œœœ œœ
�����������������������������

á œœ œ œ œ
�����������������������������������

á œœ œ

& œ
����

á
��������������������������������������


œœ œœ œ œœ œ œ œ
�����������������

œ œ œ

& œ
�������������������������

œ œ œ œœ œ œ
������������������������������������

á œœ œ œ

& á
�����������������������������

œ œ œ œ œ œœ
�������������������

œœ œ œœ œ œ
���������������

á

& á
��������������������

œ œ œ œœœ
�����������������������

œœ œœ œ œ á
��������������������

œœ œ œ

& œ
����������������������������������

á œ œ œœ œ œœ
���������������������

œœ œ œœ œ œœœ
���	��
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& œœ
�������������

œœ œ œœ
������������������

œ œœ œ œ
���������������������������


œœ œœ œ œœ œ

& œ
	�������������������������������	����������������

á œ œ œ œ á
����������������������

& œœ
�������������������

œ œœ œ œ œ
�����������������������������������������������

á œœ œ œ

& á
���������������������������������

œ œ œ á
���������������������������������

œœ œœ œ

& œ
������


œ
������������������������������������������

á œ œ œœ œ á
���������

& á
�����������������������������������������

œœ œœ œ œœ œ œ
����������������������

á œœ

& œ
����������

œœ œ œ
������������������������������������������������

œ œ œ á œœ œœ œ œ œ
���������

á

& á
������������������������

œœ œ œ á
�������������������������

œ œ œ á
�����������������

œœ œœ

& œ
������������


œœ œ œœœ
	�������������������������

á œœ œ œ œ
��������������������

á

& á
���������������������������

œ œ œ á
���������������������������


œœ œœ œ œœ œ

& œ
�������������	�������������������

á œœ œ œœ œ œ
���������������������

á á
��������������
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& á œ œ œ œ á œœ œ œ á

& á œœ œœ œ œ œ á œœ œ œœ œ

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œœ œ œœœ œœ œœ

& á œœ œœ œ œœ œ œ œ á

& á œœ œ œ œ á á

& œ œ œ á œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ

& œ œ œ œ œœ œœ œ œœ œ œ œœ

text without music:

Longer Form of the Easter Proclamation

Exult, let them exult, the hosts of heaven,
exult, let angel ministers of God exult,

let the trumpet of salvation 
sound aloud our mighty King’s triumph!
Be glad, let earth be glad, as glory floods her,
ablaze with light from her eternal King,
let all corners of the earth be glad,
knowing an end to gloom and darkness.
Rejoice, let mother Church also rejoice,
arrayed with the lightning of his glory,
let this holy building shake with joy,
filled with the mighty voices of the peoples.
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(Therefore, dearest friends,
standing in the awesome glory of this holy light,
invoke with me, i ask you,
the mercy of God almighty,
that he, who has been pleased to number me,
though unworthy, among the levites,
may pour into me his light unshadowed,
that i may sing this candle’s perfect praises).

(v. The lord be with you.
r. and with your spirit.)

v. lift up your hearts.
r. We lift them up to the Lord.

v. let us give thanks to the lord our God.
r. it is right and just.

it is truly right and just,
with ardent love of mind and heart
and with devoted service of our voice,
to acclaim our God invisible, the almighty Father,
and Jesus Christ, our lord, his son, his only Begotten.

Who for our sake paid adam’s debt to the eternal Father,
and, pouring out his own dear Blood,
wiped clean the record of our ancient sinfulness.

These, then, are the feasts of Passover,
in which is slain the lamb, the one true lamb,
whose Blood anoints the doorposts of believers.

This is the night,
when once you led our forebears, israel’s children,
from slavery in egypt
and made them pass dry-shod through the Red sea.

This is the night
that with a pillar of fire
banished the darkness of sin.
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This is the night
that even now, throughout the world,
sets Christian believers apart from worldly vices
and from the gloom of sin,
leading them to grace
and joining them to his holy ones.

This is the night,
when Christ broke the prison-bars of death
and rose victorious from the underworld.

our birth would have been no gain,
had we not been redeemed.
o wonder of your humble care for us!
o love, o charity beyond all telling,
to ransom a slave you gave away your son!

o truly necessary sin of adam,
destroyed completely by the Death of Christ!

o happy fault
that earned so great, so glorious a Redeemer!

o truly blessed night,
worthy alone to know the time and hour
when Christ rose from the underworld!

This is the night
of which it is written:
The night shall be as bright as day,
dazzling is the night for me,
and full of gladness.

The sanctifying power of this night
dispels wickedness, washes faults away,
restores innocence to the fallen, and joy to mourners,
drives out hatred, fosters concord, and brings down the mighty.
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on this, your night of grace, o holy Father,
accept this candle, a solemn offering,
the work of bees and of your servants’ hands,
an evening sacrifice of praise,
this gift from your most holy Church.

But now we know the praises of this pillar,
which glowing fire ignites for God’s honor,
a fire into many flames divided,
yet never dimmed by sharing of its light,
for it is fed by melting wax,
drawn out by mother bees
to build a torch so precious.

o truly blessed night,
when things of heaven are wed to those of earth,
and divine to the human.

Therefore, o lord,
we pray you that this candle,
hallowed to the honor of your name,
may persevere undimmed,
to overcome the darkness of this night.
Receive it as a pleasing fragrance,
and let it mingle with the lights of heaven.
may this flame be found still burning
by the morning star:
the one morning star who never sets,
Christ your son,
who, coming back from death’s domain,
has shed his peaceful light on humanity,
and lives and reigns for ever and ever.
r. amen.
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Shorter Form of the Easter Proclamation

& œ œœ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œœ œ œ œœ á

& á œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œœ œ œœ

& œ œ œ œ œ œœ œœœ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œ

& œœ œ œœ œ œ œœ á œ œ œœ œ œ

& œ œ œ œ œœ œ œœ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œœ

& œœœ œ œ œœ á œ œ œ œ á

& á œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œœ œ œ

& œœ á œ œ œ œ œ œ œœœ œ

& œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ

& œœ œœ œ œœ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œœ
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& œ
����������������������������

á œ
�������������������
�������������

á œœ œ œ œ
���

& á
�����������������	����������	��

œ œ œ œ
���		���
���������������������

á œ œ œ œ œ

& á
���������
�����������������

œœ œ œœ œ á
�����������������������������������
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text without music:

Shorter Form of the Easter Proclamation

Exult, let them exult, the hosts of heaven,
exult, let angel ministers of God exult,

let the trumpet of salvation
sound aloud our mighty King’s triumph!
Be glad, let earth be glad, as glory floods her,
ablaze with light from her eternal King,
let all corners of the earth be glad,
knowing an end to gloom and darkness.
Rejoice, let mother Church also rejoice,
arrayed with the lightning of his glory,
let this holy building shake with joy,
filled with the mighty voices of the peoples.

(v. The lord be with you.
r. and with your spirit.)

v. lift up your hearts.
r. We lift them up to the Lord.

v. let us give thanks to the lord our God.
r. it is right and just.
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it is truly right and just,
with ardent love of mind and heart
and with devoted service of our voice,
to acclaim our God invisible, the almighty Father,
and Jesus Christ, our lord, his son, his only Begotten.

Who for our sake paid adam’s debt to the eternal Father,
and, pouring out his own dear Blood,
wiped clean the record of our ancient sinfulness.

These then are the feasts of Passover,
in which is slain the lamb, the one true lamb,
whose Blood anoints the doorposts of believers.

This is the night,
when once you led our forebears, israel’s children,
from slavery in egypt
and made them pass dry-shod through the Red sea.

This is the night
that with a pillar of fire
banished the darkness of sin.

This is the night
that which even now, throughout the world,
sets Christian believers apart from worldly vices
and from the gloom of sin,
leading them to grace
and joining them to his holy ones.

This is the night,
when Christ broke the prison-bars of death
and rose victorious from the underworld.

o wonder of your humble care for us!
o love, o charity beyond all telling,
to ransom a slave you gave away your son!

o truly necessary sin of adam,
destroyed completely by the Death of Christ!
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o happy fault
that earned so great, so glorious a Redeemer!
The sanctifying power of this night
dispels wickedness, washes faults away,
restores innocence to the fallen, and joy to mourners.

o truly blessed night,
when things of heaven are wed to those of earth
and divine to the human.

on this, your night of grace, o holy Father,
accept this candle, a solemn offering,
the work of bees and of your servants’ hands,
an evening sacrifice of praise,
this gift from your most holy Church

Therefore, o lord,
we pray you that this candle,
hallowed to the honor of your name,
may persevere undimmed,
to overcome the darkness of this night.
Receive it as a pleasing fragrance,
and let it mingle with the lights of heaven.
may this flame be found still burning
by the morning star:
the one morning star who never sets,
Christ your son,
who, coming back from death’s domain,
has shed his peaceful light on humanity,
and lives and reigns for ever and ever.
r. amen.
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Second part:
the Liturgy of the Word

20. in this vigil, the mother of all vigils, nine readings are provided, namely seven from the 
old testament and two from the New (the epistle and gospel), all of which should be read 
whenever this can be done, so that the character of the vigil, which demands an extended 
period of time, may be preserved.

21. Nevertheless, where more serious pastoral circumstances demand it, the number of readings 
from the old testament may be reduced, always bearing in mind that the reading of the 
Word of god is a fundamental part of this easter vigil. at least three readings should be 
read from the old testament, both from the Law and from the prophets, and their respective 
responsorial psalms should be sung. Never, moreover, should the reading of chapter 14 of 
exodus with its canticle be omitted.

22. after setting aside their candles, all sit. before the readings begin, the priest instructs the 
people in these or similar words:

Dear brethren (brothers and sisters),
now that we have begun our solemn Vigil,
let us listen with quiet hearts to the Word of God.
let us meditate on how God in times past saved his people
and in these, the last days, has sent us his son as our Redeemer.
let us pray that our God may complete this paschal work  

of salvation
by the fullness of redemption.

23. then the readings follow. a reader goes to the ambo and proclaims the reading. afterwards 
a psalmist or a cantor sings or says the psalm with the people making the response. then all 
rise, the priest says, Let us pray and, after all have prayed for a while in silence, he says the 
prayer corresponding to the reading. in place of the responsorial psalm a period of sacred 
silence may be observed, in which case the pause after Let us pray is omitted.
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Prayers after the Readings
24. after the first reading (on creation: gn 1: 1–2: 2 or 1: 1, 26-31a) and the psalm (104 [103] or 33 [32]).

let us pray.

almighty ever-living God,
who are wonderful in the ordering of all your works,
may those you have redeemed understand
that there exists nothing more marvelous
than the world’s creation in the beginning
except that, at the end of the ages,
Christ our Passover has been sacrificed.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.
r. amen.

or, on the creation of man:

o God, who wonderfully created human nature
and still more wonderfully redeemed it,
grant us, we pray,
to set our minds against the enticements of sin,
that we may merit to attain eternal joys.
Through Christ our lord.
r. amen.

25. after the second reading (on abraham’s sacrifice: gn 22: 1-18 or 1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18) and the 
psalm (16 [15]).

let us pray.

o God, supreme Father of the faithful,
who increase the children of your promise
by pouring out the grace of adoption
throughout the whole world
and who through the Paschal mystery
make your servant abraham father of nations,
as once you swore,
grant, we pray,
that your peoples may enter worthily
into the grace to which you call them.
Through Christ our lord.
r. amen.
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26. after the third reading (on the passage through the red Sea: ex 14: 15-15: 1) and its canticle 
(ex 15).

let us pray.

o God, whose ancient wonders
remain undimmed in splendor even in our day,
for what you once bestowed on a single people,
freeing them from Pharaoh’s persecution
by the power of your right hand
now you bring about as the salvation of the nations
through the waters of rebirth,
grant, we pray, that the whole world
may become children of abraham
and inherit the dignity of israel’s birthright.
Through Christ our lord.
r. amen.
or:

o God, who by the light of the new Testament
have unlocked the meaning
of wonders worked in former times,
so that the Red sea prefigures the sacred font
and the nation delivered from slavery
foreshadows the Christian people,
grant, we pray, that all nations,
obtaining the privilege of israel by merit of faith,
may be reborn by partaking of your spirit.
Through Christ our lord.
r. amen.

27.  after the fourth reading (on the new Jerusalem: is 54: 5-14) and the psalm (30 [29]).

let us pray.

almighty ever-living God,
surpass, for the honor of your name,
what you pledged to the Patriarchs by reason of their faith,
and through sacred adoption increase the children of  

your promise,
so that what the saints of old never doubted would come to pass
your Church may now see in great part fulfilled.
Through Christ our lord.
r. amen.
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alternatively, other prayers may be used from among those which follow the readings that 
have been omitted.

28.  after the fifth reading (on salvation freely offered to all: is 55: 1-11) and the canticle (is 12).

let us pray.

almighty ever-living God,
sole hope of the world,
who by the preaching of your Prophets
unveiled the mysteries of this present age,
graciously increase the longing of your people,
for only at the prompting of your grace
do the faithful progress in any kind of virtue.
Through Christ our lord.
r. amen.

29.  after the sixth reading (on the fountain of wisdom: bar 3: 9-15, 31–4: 4) and the psalm (19 [18]).

let us pray.

o God, who constantly increase your Church
by your call to the nations,
graciously grant
to those you wash clean in the waters of Baptism
the assurance of your unfailing protection.
Through Christ our lord.
r. amen.

30.  after the seventh reading (on a new heart and new spirit: ez 36: 16-28) and the psalm (42-43 
[41-42]).

let us pray.

o God of unchanging power and eternal light,
look with favor on the wondrous mystery of the whole Church
and serenely accomplish the work of human salvation,
which you planned from all eternity;
may the whole world know and see
that what was cast down is raised up,
what had become old is made new,
and all things are restored to integrity through Christ,
just as by him they came into being.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.
r. amen.

or:
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o God, who by the pages of both Testaments
instruct and prepare us to celebrate the Paschal mystery,
grant that we may comprehend your mercy,
so that the gifts we receive from you this night
may confirm our hope of the gifts to come.
Through Christ our lord.
r. amen.

31. after the last reading from the old testament with its responsorial psalm and its prayer, the 
altar candles are lit, and the priest intones the hymn gloria in excelsis Deo  (glory to god in 
the highest), which is taken up by all, while bells are rung, according to local custom.

& œ
���������������������������������������������

œœ œ œ œœ œœ œœœ ¿ œœ œ

32. When the hymn is concluded, the priest says the collect in the usual way.

let us pray.

o God, who make this most sacred night radiant
with the glory of the lord’s Resurrection,
stir up in your Church a spirit of adoption,
so that, renewed in body and mind,
we may render you undivided service.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

33. then the reader proclaims the reading from the apostle.

34. after the epistle has been read, all rise, then the priest solemnly intones the alleluia three 
times, raising his voice by a step each time, with all repeating it. if necessary, the psalmist 
intones the alleluia.

then the psalmist or cantor proclaims psalm 118 (117) with the people responding alleluia.

35. the priest, in the usual way, puts incense in the thurible and blesses the Deacon. at the 
gospel lights are not carried, but only incense.

36. after the gospel, the homily, even if brief, is not to be omitted.
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third part:
baptismal Liturgy

37. after the homily the baptismal Liturgy begins. the priest goes with the ministers to the 
baptismal font, if this can be seen by the faithful. otherwise a vessel with water is placed in 
the sanctuary.

38. catechumens, if there are any, are called forward and presented by their godparents in 
front of the assembled church or, if they are small children, are carried by their parents and 
godparents.

39. then, if there is to be a procession to the baptistery or to the font, it forms immediately. a 
minister with the paschal candle leads off, and those to be baptized follow him with their 
godparents, then the ministers, the Deacon, and the priest. During the procession, the Litany 
(no. 43) is sung. When the Litany is completed, the priest gives the address (no. 40).

40. if, however, the baptismal Liturgy takes place in the sanctuary, the priest immediately makes 
an introductory statement in these or similar words.

if there are candidates to be baptized:

& œ
��������������������

á á
���������������������������

á
�������������������

& á

�	������������������������������������������������������������

œ œ

& œ
�����

á
����������������������
�������������������������

œ á
������	�����

& á
�������	���������������	����������	���
�����������

œ œ œ œ

Dearly beloved,
with one heart and one soul, let us by our prayers
come to the aid of these our brothers and sisters in their  

blessed hope,
so that, as they approach the font of rebirth,
the almighty Father may bestow on them
all his merciful help.
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if the font is to be blessed, but no one is to be baptized:
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Dearly beloved,
let us humbly invoke upon this font
the grace of God the almighty Father,
that those who from it are born anew
may be numbered among the children of adoption in Christ.

41. the Litany is sung by two cantors, with all standing (because it is easter time) and responding.
if, however, there is to be a procession of some length to the baptistery, the Litany is 

sung during the procession; in this case, those to be baptized are called forward before the 
procession begins, and the procession takes place led by the paschal candle, followed by 
the catechumens with their godparents, then the ministers, the Deacon, and the priest. the 
address should occur before the blessing of Water.

42. if no one is to be baptized and the font is not to be blessed, the Litany is omitted, and the 
blessing of Water (no. 54) takes place at once.

43. in the Litany the names of some Saints may be added, especially the titular Saint of the 
church and the patron Saints of the place and of those to be baptized.
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if there are candidates to be baptized, the priest, with hands extended, says the following  
prayer:

almighty ever-living God,
be present by the mysteries of your great love
and send forth the spirit of adoption
to create the new peoples
brought to birth for you in the font of Baptism,
so that what is to be carried out by our humble service
may be brought to fulfillment by your mighty power.
Through Christ our lord.
r. amen.
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Blessing of Baptismal Water
44. the priest then blesses the baptismal water, saying the following prayer with hands extended:
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and, if appropriate, lowering the paschal candle into the water either once or three times, 
he continues:
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and, holding the candle in the water, he continues:
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45. then the candle is lifted out of the water, as the people acclaim:
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text without music:
46. the priest then blesses the baptismal water, saying the following prayer with hands extended:

O God, who by invisible power
accomplish a wondrous effect

through sacramental signs
and who in many ways have prepared water, your creation,
to show forth the grace of Baptism;

o God, whose spirit
in the first moments of the world’s creation 
hovered over the waters,
so that the very substance of water
would even then take to itself the power to sanctify;

o God, who by the outpouring of the flood
foreshadowed regeneration,
so that from the mystery of one and the same element of water
would come an end to vice and a beginning of virtue;

o God, who caused the children of abraham
to pass dry-shod through the Red sea,
so that the chosen people,
set free from slavery to Pharaoh,
would prefigure the people of the baptized;

o God, whose son,
baptized by John in the waters of the Jordan,
was anointed with the holy spirit,
and, as he hung upon the Cross,
gave forth water from his side along with blood,
and after his Resurrection, commanded his disciples:
“Go forth, teach all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father and of the son and of the holy spirit,”
look now, we pray, upon the face of your Church
and graciously unseal for her the fountain of Baptism.

may this water receive by the holy spirit
the grace of your only Begotten son,
so that human nature, created in your image
and washed clean through the sacrament of Baptism
from all the squalor of the life of old,
may be found worthy to rise to the life of newborn children
through water and the holy spirit.
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and, if appropriate, lowering the paschal candle into the water either once or three times, 
he continues:

may the power of the holy spirit,
o lord, we pray,
come down through your son
into the fullness of this font,

and, holding the candle in the water, he continues:

so that all who have been buried with Christ
by Baptism into death
may rise again to life with him.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever.
r. amen.

47. then the candle is lifted out of the water, as the people acclaim:

springs of water, bless the lord;
praise and exalt him above all for ever.

48. after the blessing of baptismal water and the acclamation of the people, the priest, standing, 
puts the prescribed questions to the adults and the parents or godparents of the children, as 
is set out in the respective rites of the roman ritual, in order for them to make the required 
renunciation.

if the anointing of the adults with the oil of catechumens has not taken place beforehand, 
as part of the immediately preparatory rites, it occurs at this moment.

49. then the priest questions the adults individually about the faith and, if there are children 
to be baptized, he requests the triple profession of faith from all the parents and godparents 
together, as is indicated in the respective rites.

Where many are to be baptized on this night, it is possible to arrange the rite so that, 
immediately after the response of those to be baptized and of the godparents and the parents, 
the celebrant asks for and receives the renewal of baptismal promises of all present.

50. When the interrogation is concluded, the priest baptizes the adult elect and the children.

51. after the baptism, the priest anoints the infants with chrism. a white garment is given to 
each, whether adults or children. then the priest or Deacon receives the paschal candle from 
the hand of the minister, and the candles of the newly baptized are lighted. for infants the 
rite of ephphetha is omitted.

52. afterwards, unless the baptismal washing and the other explanatory rites have occurred 
in the sanctuary, a procession returns to the sanctuary, formed as before, with the newly 
baptized or the godparents or parents carrying lighted candles. During this procession, the 
baptismal canticle vidi aquam (i saw water) or another appropriate chant is sung (no. 56).

53. if adults have been baptized, the bishop or, in his absence, the priest who has conferred 
baptism, should at once administer the Sacrament of confirmation to them in the sanctuary, 
as is indicated in the roman pontifical or roman ritual.
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The Blessing of Water
54. if no one present is to be baptized and the font is not to be blessed, the priest introduces the 

faithful to the blessing of water, saying:
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and after a brief pause in silence, he proclaims the following prayer with hands extended:
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text without music:

Dear brothers and sisters,
let us humbly beseech the lord our God
to bless this water he has created,
which will be sprinkled upon us
as a memorial of our Baptism.
may he graciously renew us,
that we may remain faithful to the spirit
whom we have received.

and after a brief pause in silence, he proclaims the following prayer, with hands extended:

Lord our God,
in your mercy be present to your people

who keep vigil on this most sacred night,
and, for us who recall the wondrous work of our creation
and the still greater work of our redemption,
graciously bless this water.
For you created water to make the fields fruitful
and to refresh and cleanse our bodies.
You also made water the instrument of your mercy:
for through water you freed your people from slavery
and quenched their thirst in the desert;
through water the Prophets proclaimed the new covenant
you were to enter upon with the human race;
and last of all,
through water, which Christ made holy in the Jordan,
you have renewed our corrupted nature
in the bath of regeneration.
Therefore, may this water be for us 
a memorial of the Baptism we have received,
and grant that we may share
in the gladness of our brothers and sisters,
who at easter have received their Baptism.
Through Christ our lord.
r. amen.
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The Renewal of Baptismal Promises

55. When the rite of baptism (and confirmation) has been completed or, if this has not taken 
place, after the blessing of water, all stand, holding lighted candles in their hands, and renew 
the promise of baptismal faith, unless this has already been done together with those to be 
baptized (cf. no. 49).

the priest addresses the faithful in these or similar words:

Dear brethren (brothers and sisters), through the Paschal mystery
we have been buried with Christ in Baptism,
so that we may walk with him in newness of life.
and so, now that our lenten observance is concluded,
let us renew the promises of holy Baptism,
by which we once renounced satan and his works
and promised to serve God in the holy Catholic Church.
and so i ask you:

priest: Do you renounce satan?
all:  i do.

priest: and all his works?
all:  i do.

priest: and all his empty show?
all:  i do.
 or:

priest: Do you renounce sin,
  so as to live in the freedom of the children of God?
all:  i do.

priest: Do you renounce the lure of evil,
  so that sin may have no mastery over you?
all:  i do.

priest: Do you renounce satan,
  the author and prince of sin?

all:  i do.
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if the situation warrants, this second formula may be adapted by conferences of bishops 
according to local needs.

then the priest continues:

priest: Do you believe in God,
  the Father almighty,
  Creator of heaven and earth?
all:  i do.

priest: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, his only son, our lord,
  who was born of the Virgin mary,
  suffered death and was buried,
  rose again from the dead
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father?
all:  i do.

priest: Do you believe in the holy spirit,
  the holy Catholic Church,
  the communion of saints,
  the forgiveness of sins,
  the resurrection of the body,
  and life everlasting?
all:  i do.

and the priest concludes:

and may almighty God, the Father of our lord Jesus Christ,
who has given us new birth by water and the holy spirit
and bestowed on us forgiveness of our sins,
keep us by his grace,
in Christ Jesus our lord,
for eternal life.
all: amen.

56. the priest sprinkles the people with the blessed water, while all sing:
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antiphon
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ant. i saw water flowing from the temple,
from its right-hand side, alleluia;
and all to whom this water came were saved
and shall say: alleluia, alleluia.

another chant that is baptismal in character may also be sung.

57.  Meanwhile the newly baptized are led to their place among the faithful.
if the blessing of baptismal water has not taken place in the baptistery, the Deacon and 

the ministers reverently carry the vessel of water to the font.
if the blessing of the font has not occurred, the blessed water is put aside in an appropriate 

place.

58. after the sprinkling, the priest returns to the chair where, omitting the creed, he directs the 
universal prayer, in which the newly baptized participate for the first time.
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fourth part:
the Liturgy of the eucharist

59. the priest goes to the altar and begins the Liturgy of the eucharist in the usual way.

60. it is desirable that the bread and wine be brought forward by the newly baptized or, if they 
are children, by their parents or godparents.

61.  Prayer over the offerings
accept, we ask, o lord,
the prayers of your people
with the sacrificial offerings,
that what has begun in the paschal mysteries
may, by the working of your power,
bring us to the healing of eternity.
Through Christ our lord.

62. preface i of easter: the paschal Mystery (. . . on this night above all . . .), p. 558.

63. in the eucharistic prayer, a commemoration is made of the baptized and their godparents in 
accord with the formulas which are found in the roman Missal and roman ritual for each of 
the eucharistic prayers.

64. before the ecce agnus Dei (behold the Lamb of god), the priest may briefly address the 
newly baptized about receiving their first communion and about the excellence of this great 
mystery, which is the climax of initiation and the center of the whole of christian life.

65. it is desirable that the newly baptized receive holy communion under both kinds, together 
with their godfathers, godmothers, and catholic parents and spouses, as well as their lay 
catechists. it is even appropriate that, with the consent of the Diocesan bishop, where the 
occasion suggests this, all the faithful be admitted to holy communion under both kinds.

66.  Communion antiphon  1 cor 5: 7-8
christ our passover has been sacrificed;
therefore let us keep the feast
with the unleavened bread of purity and truth, alleluia.

psalm 118 (117) may appropriately be sung.

67.  Prayer after Communion
Pour out on us, o lord, the spirit of your love,
and in your kindness make those you have nourished
by this paschal sacrament
one in mind and heart.
Through Christ our lord.
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68.  solemn Blessing
may almighty God bless you
through today’s easter solemnity
and, in his compassion,
defend you from every assault of sin.
r. amen.

and may he, who restores you to eternal life
in the Resurrection of his only Begotten,
endow you with the prize of immortality.
r. amen.

now that the days of the lord’s Passion have drawn to a close,
may you who celebrate the gladness of the Paschal Feast
come with Christ’s help, and exulting in spirit,
to those feasts that are celebrated in eternal joy.
r. amen.

and may the blessing of almighty God,
the Father, and the son, X and the holy spirit,
come down on you and remain with you for ever.
r. amen.

the final blessing formula from the rite of baptism of adults or of children may also be 
used, according to circumstances.

69.  to dismiss the people the Deacon or, if there is no Deacon, the priest himself sings 
or says:
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this practice is observed throughout the octave of easter.

70. the paschal candle is lit in all the more solemn liturgical celebrations of this period.
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At the Mass during the Day

71.  entrance antiphon  cf. ps 139 (138): 18, 5-6
i have risen, and i am with you still, alleluia.
you have laid your hand upon me, alleluia.
too wonderful for me, this knowledge, alleluia, alleluia.

or: Lk 24: 34; cf. rev 1: 6

the Lord is truly risen, alleluia.
to him be glory and power
for all the ages of eternity, alleluia, alleluia.

the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is said.

72.  Collect
o God, who on this day,
through your only Begotten son,
have conquered death
and unlocked for us the path to eternity,
grant, we pray, that we who keep
the solemnity of the lord’s Resurrection
may, through the renewal brought by your spirit,
rise up in the light of life.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

the creed is said.

however, in easter Sunday Masses which are celebrated with a congregation, the rite of the 
renewal of baptismal promises may take place after the homily, according to the text used 
at the easter vigil (p. 382). in that case the creed is omitted.

73.  Prayer over the offerings
exultant with paschal gladness, o lord,
we offer the sacrifice
by which your Church
is wondrously reborn and nourished.
Through Christ our lord.

74.  preface i of easter, the paschal Mystery, pp. 558-559.

When the roman canon is used, the proper forms of the communicantes (in communion 
with those) and hanc igitur (therefore, Lord, we pray) are said.
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75.  Communion antiphon  1 cor 5: 7-8
christ our passover has been sacrificed, alleluia;
therefore let us keep the feast with the unleavened bread
of purity and truth, alleluia, alleluia.

76.  Prayer after Communion
look upon your Church, o God,
with unfailing love and favor,
so that, renewed by the paschal mysteries,
she may come to the glory of the resurrection.
Through Christ our lord.

77. to impart the blessing at the end of Mass, the priest may appropriately use the formula of 
Solemn blessing for the Mass of the easter vigil, p. 386.

78. for the dismissal of the people, there is sung (as above no. 69) or said:

Go forth, the mass is ended, alleluia, alleluia.
or:

Go in peace, alleluia, alleluia.
r. thanks be to god, alleluia, alleluia.



WITHIN	THE	OCTAVE	OF	EASTER	 389

MonDAy WiThin ThE oCTAVE of EASTEr

entrance antiphon  ex 13: 5, 9
the Lord has led you into a land flowing with milk and honey,
that the law of the Lord may always be on your lips, alleluia.

or:

the Lord has risen from the dead, as he said;
let us all exult and rejoice,
for he reigns for all eternity, alleluia.

the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is said.

Collect
o God, who give constant increase
to your Church by new offspring,
grant that your servants may hold fast in their lives
to the sacrament they have received in faith.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
accept graciously, o lord, we pray,
the offerings of your peoples,
that, renewed by confession of your name and by Baptism,
they may attain unending happiness.
Through Christ our lord.

preface i of easter, p. 558.

When the roman canon is used, the proper forms of the communicantes (in communion 
with those) and hanc igitur (therefore, Lord, we pray) are said.

Communion antiphon  rom 6: 9
christ, having risen from the dead, dies now no more;
death will no longer have dominion over him, alleluia.

Prayer after Communion
may the grace of this paschal sacrament
abound in our minds, we pray, o lord,
and make those you have set on the way of eternal salvation
worthy of your gifts.
Through Christ our lord.
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TuESDAy WiThin ThE oCTAVE of EASTEr

entrance antiphon  cf. Sir 15: 3-4
he gave them the water of wisdom to drink;
it will be made strong in them and will not be moved;
it will raise them up for ever, alleluia.

the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is said.

Collect
o God, who have bestowed on us paschal remedies,
endow your people with heavenly gifts,
so that, possessed of perfect freedom,
they may rejoice in heaven
over what gladdens them now on earth.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
accept in compassion, lord, we pray,
the offerings of your family,
that under your protective care
they may never lose what they have received,
but attain the gifts that are eternal.
Through Christ our lord.

preface i of easter, p. 558.

When the roman canon is used, the proper forms of the communicantes (in communion 
with those) and hanc igitur (therefore, Lord, we pray) are said.

Communion antiphon  col 3: 1-2
if you have risen with christ, seek the things that are above,
where christ is seated at the right hand of god;
mind the things that are above, alleluia.

Prayer after Communion
hear us, almighty God,
and, as you have bestowed on your family
the perfect grace of Baptism,
so prepare their hearts
for the reward of eternal happiness.
Through Christ our lord.



WITHIN	THE	OCTAVE	OF	EASTER	 391

WEDnESDAy WiThin ThE oCTAVE of EASTEr

entrance antiphon  cf. Mt 25: 34
come, you blessed of my father;
receive the kingdom prepared for you
from the foundation of the world, alleluia.

the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is said.

Collect
o God, who gladden us year by year
with the solemnity of the lord’s Resurrection,
graciously grant
that, by celebrating these present festivities,
we may merit through them to reach eternal joys.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Receive, we pray, o lord,
the sacrifice which has redeemed the human race,
and be pleased to accomplish in us
salvation of mind and body.
Through Christ our lord.

preface i of easter, p. 558.

When the roman canon is used, the proper forms of the communicantes (in communion 
with those) and hanc igitur (therefore, Lord, we pray) are said.

Communion antiphon  cf. Lk 24: 35

The disciples recognized the lord Jesus
in the breaking of the bread, alleluia.

Prayer after Communion
We pray, o lord,
that the reverent reception of the sacrament of your son
may cleanse us from our old ways
and transform us into a new creation.
Through Christ our lord.
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ThurSDAy WiThin ThE oCTAVE of EASTEr

entrance antiphon  Wis 10: 20-21
they praised in unison your conquering hand, o Lord,
for wisdom opened mouths that were mute
and gave eloquence to the tongues of infants, alleluia.

the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is said.

Collect
o God, who have united the many nations
in confessing your name,
grant that those reborn in the font of Baptism
may be one in the faith of their hearts
and the homage of their deeds.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Graciously be pleased, o lord,
to accept the sacrificial gifts we offer joyfully
both for those who have been reborn
and in hope of your increased help from heaven.
Through Christ our lord.

preface i of easter, p. 558.

When the roman canon is used, the proper forms of the communicantes (in communion 
with those) and hanc igitur (therefore, Lord, we pray) are said.

Communion antiphon  cf. 1 pt 2: 9
o chosen people, proclaim the mighty works of him,
who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light, alleluia.

Prayer after Communion
hear, o lord, our prayers,
that this most holy exchange,
by which you have redeemed us,
may bring your help in this present life
and ensure for us eternal gladness.
Through Christ our lord.
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friDAy WiThin ThE oCTAVE of EASTEr

entrance antiphon  cf. ps 78 (77): 53
the Lord led his people in hope,
while the sea engulfed their foes, alleluia.

the gloria in excelsis (glory to god is the highest) is said.

Collect
almighty ever-living God,
who gave us the Paschal mystery
in the covenant you established
for reconciling the human race,
so dispose our minds, we pray,
that what we celebrate by professing the faith
we may express in deeds.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Perfect within us, o lord, we pray, 
the solemn exchange brought about by these paschal offerings,
that we may be drawn from earthly desires
to a longing for the things of heaven.
Through Christ our lord.

preface i of easter, p. 558.

When the roman canon is used, the proper forms of the communicantes (in communion 
with those) and hanc igitur (therefore, Lord, we pray) are said.

Communion antiphon cf. Jn 21: 12-13
Jesus said to his disciples: come and eat.
and he took bread and gave it to them, alleluia.

Prayer after Communion
Keep safe, o lord, we pray,
those whom you have saved by your kindness
that, redeemed by the Passion of your son,
they may rejoice in his Resurrection.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.
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395

SATurDAy WiThin ThE oCTAVE of EASTEr

entrance antiphon  ps 105 (104): 43
the Lord brought out his people with joy,
his chosen ones with shouts of rejoicing, alleluia.

the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is said.

Collect
o God, who by the abundance of your grace
give increase to the peoples who believe in you,
look with favor on those you have chosen
and clothe with blessed immortality
those reborn through the sacrament of Baptism.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Grant, we pray, o lord,
that we may always find delight in these paschal mysteries,
so that the renewal constantly at work within us
may be the cause of our unending joy.
Through Christ our lord.

preface i of easter, p. 558.

When the roman canon is used, the proper forms of the communicantes (in communion 
with those) and hanc igitur (therefore, Lord, we pray) are said.

Communion antiphon  gal 3: 27
all of you who have been baptized in christ
have put on christ, alleluia.

Prayer after Communion
look with kindness upon your people, o lord,
and grant, we pray,
that those you were pleased to renew by eternal mysteries
may attain in their flesh
the incorruptible glory of the resurrection.
Through Christ our lord.
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SEConD SunDAy of EASTEr
(or of Divine mercy)

entrance antiphon  1 pt 2: 2
Like newborn infants, you must long for the pure, spiritual milk,
that in him you may grow to salvation, alleluia.

or:  4 esdr 2: 36-37

receive the joy of your glory, giving thanks to god,
who has called you into the heavenly kingdom, alleluia.

the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is said.

Collect
God of everlasting mercy,
who in the very recurrence of the paschal feast
kindle the faith of the people you have made your own,
increase, we pray, the grace you have bestowed,
that all may grasp and rightly understand
in what font they have been washed,
by whose spirit they have been reborn,
by whose Blood they have been redeemed.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

the creed is said.



396	 	WITHIN	THE	OCTAVE	OF	EASTER

Prayer over the offerings
accept, o lord, we pray,
the oblations of your people
(and of those you have brought to new birth),
that, renewed by confession of your name and by Baptism,
they may attain unending happiness.
Through Christ our lord.

preface i of easter ( . . .  on this day above all . . . ), p. 558.

When the roman canon is used, the proper forms of the communicantes (in communion 
with those) and hanc igitur (therefore, Lord, we pray) are said.

Communion antiphon  cf. Jn 20: 27

Bring your hand and feel the place of the nails,
and do not be unbelieving but believing, alleluia.

Prayer after Communion
Grant, we pray, almighty God,
that our reception of this paschal sacrament
may have a continuing effect
in our minds and hearts.
Through Christ our lord.

a formula of Solemn blessing, p. 677, may be used.

for the dismissal of the people, there is sung (as above, p. 386) or said: go forth, the Mass is 
ended, alleluia, alleluia. or: go in peace, alleluia, alleluia. the people respond: thanks be 
to god, alleluia, alleluia.
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Monday

entrance antiphon  rom 6: 9
christ, having risen from the dead, dies now no more;
death will no longer have dominion over him, alleluia.

Collect
Grant, we pray, almighty God,
that we, who have been renewed by paschal remedies,
transcending the likeness of our earthly parentage,
may be transformed in the image of our heavenly maker.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Receive, o lord, we pray,
these offerings of your exultant Church,
and, as you have given her cause for such great gladness,
grant also that the gifts we bring
may bear fruit in perpetual happiness.
Through Christ our lord.

preface of easter, pp. 558-567.

Communion antiphon  Jn 20: 19
Jesus stood in the midst of his disciples and said to them:
peace be with you, alleluia.

Prayer after Communion
look with kindness upon your people, o lord,
and grant, we pray,
that those you were pleased to renew by eternal mysteries
may attain in their flesh
the incorruptible glory of the resurrection.
Through Christ our lord.



398	 	EASTER	TIME

Tuesday

entrance antiphon  rev 19: 7, 6
Let us rejoice and be glad and give glory to god,
for the Lord our god the almighty reigns, alleluia.

Collect
enable us, we pray, almighty God,
to proclaim the power of the risen lord,
that we, who have received the pledge of his gift,
may come to possess all he gives
when it is fully revealed.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Grant, we pray, o lord,
that we may always find delight in these paschal mysteries,
so that the renewal constantly at work within us
may be the cause of our unending joy.
Through Christ our lord.

preface of easter, pp. 558-567.

Communion antiphon  cf. Lk 24: 46, 26
the christ had to suffer and rise from the dead,
and so enter into his glory, alleluia.

Prayer after Communion
hear, o lord, our prayers,
that this most holy exchange,
by which you have redeemed us,
may bring your help in this present life
and ensure for us eternal gladness.
Through Christ our lord.
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Wednesday

entrance antiphon  cf. ps 18 (17): 50; 22 (21): 23
i will praise you, Lord, among the nations;
i will tell of your name to my kin, alleluia.

Collect
as we recall year by year the mysteries
by which, through the restoration of its original dignity,
human nature has received the hope of rising again,
we earnestly beseech your mercy, lord,
that what we celebrate in faith
we may possess in unending love.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
o God, who by the wonderful exchange effected in this sacrifice
have made us partakers of the one supreme Godhead,
grant, we pray,
that, as we have come to know your truth,
we may make it ours by a worthy way of life.
Through Christ our lord.

preface of easter, pp. 558-567.

Communion antiphon cf. Jn 15: 16, 19
i have chosen you from the world, says the Lord,
and have appointed you to go and bear fruit,
fruit that will last, alleluia.

Prayer after Communion
Graciously be present to your people, we pray, o lord,
and lead those you have imbued with heavenly mysteries
to pass from former ways to newness of life.
Through Christ our lord.



400	 	EASTER	TIME

Thursday

entrance antiphon  cf. ps 68 (67): 8-9, 20
o god, when you went forth before your people,
marching with them and living among them,
the earth trembled, heavens poured down rain, alleluia.

Collect
o God, who for the salvation of the world
brought about the paschal sacrifice,
be favorable to the supplications of your people,
so that Christ our high Priest, interceding on our behalf,
may by his likeness to ourselves
bring us reconciliation,
and by his equality with you
free us from our sins.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
may our prayers rise up to you, o lord,
together with the sacrificial offerings,
so that, purified by your graciousness,
we may be conformed to the mysteries of your mighty love.
Through Christ our lord.

preface of easter, pp. 558-567.

Communion antiphon  Mt 28: 20
behold, i am with you always,
even to the end of the age, alleluia.

Prayer after Communion
almighty ever-living God,
who restore us to eternal life
in the Resurrection of Christ,
increase in us, we pray, the fruits of this paschal sacrament
and pour into our hearts the strength of this saving food.
Through Christ our lord.
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friday

entrance antiphon rev 5: 9-10
you have redeemed us, Lord, by your blood,
from every tribe and tongue and people and nation,
and have made us into a kingdom, priests for our god, alleluia.

Collect
o God, hope and light of the sincere,
we humbly entreat you to dispose our hearts
to offer you worthy prayer
and ever to extol you
by dutiful proclamation of your praise.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
accept in compassion, lord, we pray,
the offerings of your family,
that under your protective care
they may never lose what they have received,
but attain the gifts that are eternal.
Through Christ our lord.

preface of easter, pp. 558-567.

Communion antiphon  rom 4: 25
christ our Lord was handed over for our transgressions
and was raised again for our justification, alleluia.

Prayer after Communion
Keep safe, o lord, we pray,
those whom you have saved by your kindness,
that, redeemed by the Passion of your son,
they may rejoice in his Resurrection.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.



402	 	EASTER	TIME

403

Saturday

entrance antiphon  cf. 1 pt 2: 9
o chosen people, proclaim the mighty works of him
who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light, alleluia.

Collect
set aside, o lord,
the bond of sentence written for us by the law of sin,
which in the Paschal mystery you canceled
through the Resurrection of Christ your son.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
or:

o God, who willed that through the paschal mysteries
the gates of mercy should stand open for your faithful,
look upon us and have mercy,
that as we follow, by your gift, the way you desire for us,
so may we never stray from the paths of life.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
sanctify graciously these gifts, o lord, we pray,
and, accepting the oblation of this spiritual sacrifice,
make of us an eternal offering to you.
Through Christ our lord.

preface of easter, pp. 558-567.

Communion antiphon  Jn 17: 24
father, i wish that, where i am,
those you gave me may also be with me,
that they may see the glory that you gave me, alleluia.

Prayer after Communion
We have partaken of the gifts of this sacred mystery,
humbly imploring, o lord,
that what your son commanded us to do
in memory of him
may bring us growth in charity.
Through Christ our lord.



403

ThirD SunDAy of EASTEr

entrance antiphon  cf. ps 66 (65): 1-2
cry out with joy to god, all the earth;
o sing to the glory of his name.
o render him glorious praise, alleluia.

the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is said.

Collect
may your people exult for ever, o God,
in renewed youthfulness of spirit,
so that, rejoicing now in the restored glory of our adoption,
we may look forward in confident hope
to the rejoicing of the day of resurrection.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

the creed is said.

Prayer over the offerings
Receive, o lord, we pray,
these offerings of your exultant Church,
and, as you have given her cause for such great gladness,
grant also that the gifts we bring
may bear fruit in perpetual happiness.
Through Christ our lord.

preface of easter, pp. 558-567.



404	 	THIRD	SUNDAY	OF	EASTER

Communion antiphon  Lk 24: 35
the disciples recognized the Lord Jesus
in the breaking of the bread, alleluia.

optional for year b:  Lk 24: 46-47
the christ had to suffer and on the third day rise from the dead;
in his name repentance and remission of sins
must be preached to all the nations, alleluia.

optional for year c:  cf. Jn 21: 12-13
Jesus said to his disciples: come and eat.
and he took bread and gave it to them, alleluia.

Prayer after Communion
look with kindness upon your people, o lord,
and grant, we pray,
that those you were pleased to renew by eternal mysteries
may attain in their flesh
the incorruptible glory of the resurrection.
Through Christ our lord.

a formula of Solemn blessing, p. 677, may be used.



WEEkDAYS	AFTER	THE	THIRD	SUNDAY	OF	EASTER	 405

Monday

entrance antiphon
the good Shepherd has risen,
who laid down his life for his sheep 
and willingly died for his flock, alleluia.

Collect
Grant, we pray, almighty God,
that, putting off our old self with all its ways,
we may live as Christ did,
for through the healing paschal remedies
you have conformed us to his nature.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
may our prayers rise up to you, o lord,
together with the sacrificial offerings,
so that, purified by your graciousness,
we may be conformed to the mysteries of your mighty love.
Through Christ our lord.

preface of easter, pp. 558-567.

Communion antiphon  Jn 14: 27
peace i leave with you; my peace i give to you.
Not as the world gives do i give it to you, says the Lord, alleluia.

Prayer after Communion
almighty ever-living God,
who restore us to eternal life
in the Resurrection of Christ,
increase in us, we pray, the fruits of this paschal sacrament
and pour into our hearts the strength of this saving food.
Through Christ our lord.



406	 	EASTER	TIME

Tuesday

entrance antiphon rev 19: 5; 12: 10
Sing praise to our god,
all you who fear god, both small and great,
for now salvation and strength have come,
and the power of his christ, alleluia.

Collect
o God, who open wide the gates of the heavenly Kingdom
to those reborn of water and the holy spirit,
pour out on your servants
an increase of the grace you have bestowed,
that, having been purged of all sins,
they may lack nothing
that in your kindness you have promised.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Receive, o lord, we pray,
these offerings of your exultant Church,
and, as you have given her cause for such great gladness,
grant also that the gifts we bring
may bear fruit in perpetual happiness.
Through Christ our lord.

preface of easter, pp. 558-567.

Communion antiphon  rom 6: 8
if we have died with christ,
we believe that we shall also live with christ, alleluia.

Prayer after Communion
look with kindness upon your people, o lord,
and grant, we pray,
that those you were pleased to renew by eternal mysteries
may attain in their flesh
the incorruptible glory of the resurrection.
Through Christ our lord.
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Wednesday

entrance antiphon  cf. ps 71 (70): 8, 23
Let my mouth be filled with your praise, that i may sing aloud;
my lips shall shout for joy, when i sing to you, alleluia.

Collect
Be present to your family, o lord, we pray,
and graciously ensure
those you have endowed with the grace of faith
an eternal share in the Resurrection of your only Begotten son.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Grant, we pray, o lord,
that we may always find delight in these paschal mysteries,
so that the renewal constantly at work within us
may be the cause of our unending joy.
Through Christ our lord.

preface of easter, pp. 558-567.

Communion antiphon
The lord has risen and shone his light upon us,
whom he has redeemed by his Blood, alleluia.

Prayer after Communion
hear, o lord, our prayers,
that this most holy exchange,
by which you have redeemed us,
may bring your help in this present life
and ensure for us eternal gladness.
Through Christ our lord.



408	 	EASTER	TIME

Thursday

entrance antiphon  cf. ex 15: 1-2
Let us sing to the Lord, for he has gloriously triumphed.
the Lord is my strength and my might;
he has become my salvation, alleluia.

Collect
almighty ever-living God,
let us feel your compassion more readily
during these days when, by your gift,
we have known it more fully,
so that those you have freed from the darkness of error
may cling more firmly to the teachings of your truth.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
o God, who by the wonderful exchange effected in this sacrifice
have made us partakers of the one supreme Godhead,
grant, we pray,
that, as we have come to know your truth,
we may make it ours by a worthy way of life.
Through Christ our lord.

preface of easter, pp. 558-567.

Communion antiphon 2 cor 5: 15
christ died for all, that those who live
may live no longer for themselves,
but for him, who died for them and is risen, alleluia.

Prayer after Communion
Graciously be present to your people, we pray, o lord,
and lead those you have imbued with heavenly mysteries
to pass from former ways to newness of life.
Through Christ our lord.
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friday

entrance antiphon  rev 5: 12
Worthy is the Lamb who was slain,
to receive power and divinity, 
and wisdom and strength and honor, alleluia.

Collect
Grant, we pray, almighty God,
that we, who have come to know
the grace of the lord’s Resurrection,
may, through the love of the spirit,
ourselves rise to newness of life.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Graciously sanctify these gifts, o lord, we pray,
and, accepting the oblation of this spiritual sacrifice,
make of us an eternal offering to you.
Through Christ our lord.

preface of easter, pp. 558-567.

Communion antiphon
the crucified is risen from the dead
and has redeemed us, alleluia.

Prayer after Communion
We have partaken of the gifts of this sacred mystery,
humbly imploring, o lord,
that what your son commanded us to do
in memory of him
may bring us growth in charity.
Through Christ our lord.



410	 	EASTER	TIME

411

Saturday

entrance antiphon  col 2: 12
you have been buried with christ in baptism,
through which you also rose again
by faith in the working of god,
who raised him from the dead, alleluia.

Collect
o God, who in the font of Baptism
have made new those who believe in you,
keep safe those reborn in Christ,
that, defeating every onslaught of error,
they may faithfully preserve the grace of your blessing.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
accept in compassion, lord, we pray,
the offerings of your family,
that under your protective care
they may never lose what they have received,
but attain the gifts that are eternal.
Through Christ our lord.

preface of easter, pp. 558-567.

Communion antiphon  Jn 17: 20-21
father, i pray for them, that they may be one in us,
so that the world may believe it was you who sent me,
says the Lord, alleluia.

Prayer after Communion
Keep safe, o lord, we pray,
those whom you have saved by your kindness,
that, redeemed by the Passion of your son,
they may rejoice in his Resurrection.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.



411

fourTh SunDAy of EASTEr

entrance antiphon  cf. ps 33 (32): 5-6
the merciful love of the Lord fills the earth;
by the word of the Lord the heavens were made, alleluia.

the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is said.

Collect
almighty ever-living God,
lead us to a share in the joys of heaven,
so that the humble flock may reach
where the brave shepherd has gone before.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

the creed is said.

Prayer over the offerings
Grant, we pray, o lord,
that we may always find delight in these paschal mysteries,
so that the renewal constantly at work within us
may be the cause of our unending joy.
Through Christ our lord.

preface of easter, pp. 558-567.

Communion antiphon
the good Shepherd has risen,
who laid down his life for his sheep
and willingly died for his flock, alleluia.

Prayer after Communion
look upon your flock, kind shepherd,
and be pleased to settle in eternal pastures
the sheep you have redeemed
by the Precious Blood of your son.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

a formula of Solemn blessing, p. 677, may be used.



412	 	EASTER	TIME

Monday

entrance antiphon  rom 6: 9
christ, having risen from the dead, dies now no more;
death will no longer have dominion over him, alleluia.

Collect
o God, perfect light of the blessed,
by whose gift we celebrate the paschal mysteries on earth,
bring us, we pray,
to rejoice in the full measure of your grace
for ages unending.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Receive, o lord, we pray,
these offerings of your exultant Church,
and, as you have given her cause for such great gladness,
grant also that the gifts we bring
may bear fruit in perpetual happiness.
Through Christ our lord.

preface of easter, pp. 558-567.

Communion antiphon  Jn 20: 19

Jesus stood in the midst of his disciples
and said to them: Peace be with you, alleluia.

Prayer after Communion
look with kindness upon your people, o lord,
and grant, we pray,
that those you were pleased to renew by eternal mysteries
may attain in their flesh
the incorruptible glory of the resurrection.
Through Christ our lord.
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Tuesday

entrance antiphon  rev 19: 7, 6
Let us rejoice and be glad and give glory to god,
for the Lord our god the almighty reigns, alleluia.

Collect
Grant, we pray, almighty God,
that, celebrating the mysteries of the lord’s Resurrection,
we may merit to receive the joy of our redemption.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Grant, we pray, o lord,
that we may always find delight in these paschal mysteries,
so that the renewal constantly at work within us
may be the cause of our unending joy.
Through Christ our lord.

preface of easter, pp. 558-567.

Communion antiphon  cf. Lk 24: 46, 26
the christ had to suffer and rise from the dead,
and so enter into his glory, alleluia.

Prayer after Communion
hear, o lord, our prayers,
that this most holy exchange,
by which you have redeemed us,
may bring your help in this present life
and ensure for us eternal gladness.
Through Christ our lord.



414	 	EASTER	TIME

Wednesday

entrance antiphon  cf. ps 18 (17): 50; 22 (21): 23
i will praise you, Lord, among the nations;
i will tell of your name to my kin, alleluia.

Collect
o God, life of the faithful,
glory of the humble, blessedness of the just,
listen kindly to the prayers
of those who call on you,
that they who thirst for what you generously promise
may always have their fill of your plenty.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
o God, who by the wonderful exchange effected in this sacrifice
have made us partakers of the one supreme Godhead,
grant, we pray,
that, as we have come to know your truth,
we may make it ours by a worthy way of life.
Through Christ our lord.

preface of easter, pp. 558-567.

Communion antiphon cf. Jn 15: 16, 19

i have chosen you from the world, says the lord,
and have appointed you to go out and bear fruit,
fruit that will last, alleluia.

Prayer after Communion
Graciously be present to your people, we pray, o lord,
and lead those you have imbued with heavenly mysteries
to pass from former ways to newness of life.
Through Christ our lord.



WEEkDAYS	AFTER	THE	FOURTH	SUNDAY	OF	EASTER	 415

Thursday

entrance antiphon  cf. ps 68 (67): 8-9, 20
o god, when you went forth before your people,
marching with them and living among them,
the earth trembled, heavens poured down rain, alleluia.

Collect
o God, who restore human nature
to yet greater dignity than at its beginnings,
look upon the amazing mystery of your loving kindness,
and in those you have chosen to make new
through the wonder of rebirth
may you preserve the gifts
of your enduring grace and blessing.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
may our prayers rise up to you, o lord,
together with the sacrificial offerings,
so that, purified by your graciousness,
we may be conformed to the mysteries of your mighty love.
Through Christ our lord.

preface of easter, pp. 558-567.

Communion antiphon  Mt 28: 20
behold, i am with you always,
even to the end of the age, alleluia.

Prayer after Communion
almighty ever-living God,
who restore us to eternal life
in the Resurrection of Christ,
increase in us, we pray, the fruits of this paschal sacrament
and pour into our hearts the strength of this saving food.
Through Christ our lord.



416	 	EASTER	TIME

friday

entrance antiphon rev 5: 9-10
you have redeemed us, Lord, by your blood,
from every tribe and tongue and people and nation,
and have made us into a kingdom, priests for our god, alleluia.

Collect
o God, author of our freedom and of our salvation,
listen to the voice of our pleading
and grant that those you have redeemed
by the shedding of your son’s Blood
may have life through you
and, under your protection,
rejoice for ever unharmed.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
accept in compassion, lord, we pray,
the offerings of your family,
that under your protective care
they may never lose what they have received,
but attain the gifts that are eternal.
Through Christ our lord.

preface of easter, pp. 558-567.

Communion antiphon  rom 4: 25
christ our Lord was handed over for our transgressions
and was raised again for our justification, alleluia.

Prayer after Communion
Keep safe, o lord, we pray,
those whom you have saved by your kindness,
that, redeemed by the Passion of your son,
they may rejoice in his Resurrection.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.
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Saturday

entrance antiphon  cf. 1 pt 2: 9
o chosen people, proclaim the mighty works of him
who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light, alleluia.

Collect
o God, who in the celebration of easter
graciously give to the world
the healing of heavenly remedies,
show benevolence to your Church,
that our present observance
may benefit us for eternal life.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Graciously sanctify these gifts, o lord, we pray,
and, accepting the oblation of this spiritual sacrifice,
make of us an eternal offering to you.
Through Christ our lord.

preface of easter, pp. 558-567.

Communion antiphon  Jn 17: 24
father, i wish that, where i am,
those you gave me may also be with me,
that they may see the glory that you gave me, alleluia.

Prayer after Communion
We have partaken of the gifts of this sacred mystery,
humbly imploring, o lord,
that what your son commanded us to do
in memory of him
may bring us growth in charity.
Through Christ our lord.



418

fifTh SunDAy of EASTEr

entrance antiphon  cf. ps 98 (97): 1-2
o sing a new song to the Lord, 
for he has worked wonders;
in the sight of the nations 
he has shown his deliverance, alleluia.

the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is said.

Collect
almighty ever-living God,
constantly accomplish the Paschal mystery within us,
that those you were pleased to make new in holy Baptism
may, under your protective care, bear much fruit
and come to the joys of life eternal.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

the creed is said.

Prayer over the offerings
o God, who by the wonderful exchange effected in this sacrifice
have made us partakers of the one supreme Godhead,
grant, we pray,
that, as we have come to know your truth,
we may make it ours by a worthy way of life.
Through Christ our lord.

preface of easter, pp. 558-567.

Communion antiphon  cf. Jn 15: 1, 5
i am the true vine and you are the branches, says the Lord.
Whoever remains in me, and i in him, bears fruit in plenty, alleluia.

Prayer after Communion
Graciously be present to your people, we pray, o lord,
and lead those you have imbued with heavenly mysteries
to pass from former ways to newness of life.
Through Christ our lord.

a formula of Solemn blessing, p. 677, may be used.



418
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Monday

entrance antiphon
the good Shepherd has risen,
who laid down his life for his sheep
and willingly died for his flock, alleluia.

Collect
may your right hand, o lord, we pray,
encompass your family with perpetual help,
so that, defended from all wickedness
by the Resurrection of your only Begotten son,
we may make our way by means of your heavenly gifts.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
may our prayers rise up to you, o lord,
together with the sacrificial offerings,
so that, purified by your graciousness,
we may be conformed to the mysteries of your mighty love.
Through Christ our lord.

preface of easter, pp. 558-567.

Communion antiphon  Jn 14: 27
peace i leave with you; my peace i give to you.
Not as the world gives do i give it to you,
says the Lord, alleluia.

Prayer after Communion
almighty ever-living God,
who restore us to eternal life
in the Resurrection of Christ,
increase in us, we pray, the fruits of this paschal sacrament
and pour into our hearts the strength of this saving food.
Through Christ our lord.
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Tuesday

entrance antiphon rev 19: 5; 12: 10
Sing praise to our god,
all you who fear god, both small and great,
for now salvation and strength have come,
and the power of his christ, alleluia.

Collect
o God, who restore us to eternal life
in the Resurrection of Christ,
grant your people constancy in faith and hope,
that we may never doubt the promises
of which we have learned from you.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Receive, o lord, we pray,
these offerings of your exultant Church,
and, as you have given her cause for such great gladness,
grant also that the gifts we bring
may bear fruit in perpetual happiness.
Through Christ our lord.

preface of easter, pp. 558-567.

Communion antiphon  rom 6: 8
if we have died with christ,
we believe that we shall also live with christ, alleluia.

Prayer after Communion
look with kindness upon your people, o lord,
and grant, we pray,
that those you were pleased to renew by eternal mysteries
may attain in their flesh
the incorruptible glory of the resurrection.
Through Christ our lord.
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Wednesday

entrance antiphon  cf. ps 71 (70): 8, 23
Let my mouth be filled with your praise, that i may sing aloud;
my lips shall shout for joy, when i sing to you, alleluia.

Collect
o God, restorer and lover of innocence,
direct the hearts of your servants towards yourself,
that those you have set free from the darkness of unbelief
may never stray from the light of your truth.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Grant, we pray, o lord,
that we may always find delight in these paschal mysteries,
so that the renewal constantly at work within us
may be the cause of our unending joy.
Through Christ our lord.

preface of easter, pp. 558-567.

Communion antiphon
the Lord has risen and shone his light upon us,
whom he has redeemed by his blood, alleluia.

Prayer after Communion
hear, o lord, our prayers,
that this most holy exchange, 
by which you have redeemed us,
may bring your help in this present life
and ensure for us eternal gladness.
Through Christ our lord.
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Thursday

entrance antiphon  cf. ex 15: 1-2
Let us sing to the Lord, for he has gloriously triumphed.
the Lord is my strength and my might;
he has become my salvation, alleluia.

Collect
o God, by whose grace,
though sinners, we are made just
and, though pitiable, made blessed,
stand, we pray, by your works,
stand by your gifts,
that those justified by faith 
may not lack the courage of perseverance.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
o God, who by the wonderful exchange effected in this sacrifice
have made us partakers of the one supreme Godhead,
grant, we pray,
that, as we have come to know your truth,
we may make it ours by a worthy way of life.
Through Christ our lord.

preface of easter, pp. 558-567.

Communion antiphon 2 cor 5: 15
christ died for all, that those who live
may live no longer for themselves,
but for him who died for them and is risen, alleluia.

Prayer after Communion
Graciously be present to your people, we pray, o lord,
and lead those you have imbued with heavenly mysteries
to pass from former ways to newness of life.
Through Christ our lord.
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friday

entrance antiphon  rev 5: 12
Worthy is the Lamb who was slain,
to receive power and divinity, 
and wisdom and strength and honor, alleluia.

Collect
Grant us, lord, we pray,
that, being rightly conformed to the paschal mysteries,
what we celebrate in joy
may protect and save us with perpetual power.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Graciously sanctify these gifts, o lord, we pray,
and, accepting the oblation of this spiritual sacrifice,
make of us an eternal offering to you.
Through Christ our lord.

preface of easter, pp. 558-567.

Communion antiphon
the crucified is risen from the dead
and has redeemed us, alleluia.

Prayer after Communion
We have partaken of the gifts of this sacred mystery,
humbly imploring, o lord,
that what your son commanded us to do
in memory of him
may bring us growth in charity.
Through Christ our lord.
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425

Saturday

entrance antiphon  col 2: 12
you have been buried with christ in baptism,
through which you also rose again
by faith in the working of god,
who raised him from the dead, alleluia.

Collect
almighty and eternal God,
who through the regenerating power of Baptism
have been pleased to confer on us heavenly life,
grant, we pray,
that those you render capable of immortality
by justifying them
may by your guidance
attain the fullness of glory.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
accept in compassion, lord, we pray,
the offerings of your family,
that under your protective care
they may never lose what they have received,
but attain the gifts that are eternal.
Through Christ our lord.

preface of easter, pp. 558-567.

Communion antiphon  Jn 17: 20-21
father, i pray for them, that they may be one in us,
so that the world may believe it was you who sent me,
says the Lord, alleluia.

Prayer after Communion
Keep safe, o lord, we pray,
those whom you have saved by your kindness,
that, redeemed by the Passion of your son,
they may rejoice in his Resurrection.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.
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entrance antiphon  cf. is 48: 20
proclaim a joyful sound and let it be heard;
proclaim to the ends of the earth:
the Lord has freed his people, alleluia.

the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is said.

Collect
Grant, almighty God,
that we may celebrate with heartfelt devotion these days of joy,
which we keep in honor of the risen lord,
and that what we relive in remembrance
we may always hold to in what we do.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

the creed is said.

Prayer over the offerings
may our prayers rise up to you, o lord,
together with the sacrificial offerings,
so that, purified by your graciousness,
we may be conformed to the mysteries of your mighty love.
Through Christ our lord.

preface of easter, pp. 558-567.

Communion antiphon  Jn 14: 15-16
if you love me, keep my commandments, says the Lord,
and i will ask the father and he will send you another paraclete,
to abide with you for ever, alleluia.

Prayer after Communion
almighty ever-living God,
who restore us to eternal life in the Resurrection of Christ,
increase in us, we pray, the fruits of this paschal sacrament
and pour into our hearts the strength of this saving food.
Through Christ our lord.

a formula of Solemn blessing, p. 677, may be used.
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Monday

entrance antiphon  rom 6: 9
christ, having risen from the dead, dies now no more;
death will no longer have dominion over him, alleluia.

Collect
Grant, o merciful God,
that we may experience at all times
the fruit produced by the paschal observances.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Receive, o lord, we pray,
these offerings of your exultant Church,
and, as you have given her cause for such great gladness,
grant also that the gifts we bring
may bear fruit in perpetual happiness.
Through Christ our lord.

preface of easter, pp. 558-567.

Communion antiphon  Jn 20: 19
Jesus stood in the midst of his disciples
and said to them: peace be with you, alleluia.

Prayer after Communion
look with kindness upon your people, o lord,
and grant, we pray,
that those you were pleased to renew by eternal mysteries
may attain in their flesh
the incorruptible glory of the resurrection.
Through Christ our lord.
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Tuesday

entrance antiphon  rev 19: 7, 6
Let us rejoice and be glad and give glory to god,
for the Lord our god the almighty reigns, alleluia.

Collect
Grant, almighty and merciful God,
that we may in truth receive a share
in the Resurrection of Christ your son.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Grant, we pray, o lord,
that we may always find delight in these paschal mysteries,
so that the renewal constantly at work within us
may be the cause of our unending joy.
Through Christ our lord.

preface of easter, pp. 558-567.

Communion antiphon  cf. Lk 24: 46, 26
the christ had to suffer and rise from the dead,
and so enter into his glory, alleluia.

Prayer after Communion
hear, o lord, our prayers,
that this most holy exchange,
by which you have redeemed us,
may bring your help in this present life
and ensure for us eternal gladness.
Through Christ our lord.
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Wednesday
At the Morning Mass

in regions where the Solemnity of the ascension occurs on the following Sunday, this Mass is also 
used in the evening.

entrance antiphon  cf. ps 18 (17): 50; 22 (21): 23
i will praise you, Lord, among the nations;
i will tell of your name to my kin, alleluia.

Collect
Grant, we pray, o lord,
that, as we celebrate in mystery
the solemnities of your son’s Resurrection,
so, too, we may be worthy
to rejoice at his coming with all the saints.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
o God, who by the wonderful exchange effected in this sacrifice
have made us partakers of the one supreme Godhead,
grant, we pray,
that, as we have come to know your truth,
we may make it ours by a worthy way of life.
Through Christ our lord.

preface of easter, pp. 558-567.

Communion antiphon cf. Jn 15: 16, 19
i have chosen you from the world, says the Lord,
and have appointed you to go out and bear fruit,
fruit that will last, alleluia.

Prayer after Communion
Graciously be present to your people, we pray, o lord,
and lead those you have imbued with heavenly mysteries
to pass from former ways to newness of life.
Through Christ our lord.
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Where the Solemnity of the ascension is not to be observed as a holyday of obligation, it is 
assigned to the Seventh Sunday of easter as its proper day.

At the Vigil Mass
this Mass is used on the evening of the day before the Solemnity, either before or after first 
vespers (evening prayer i) of the ascension.

entrance antiphon  ps 68 (67): 33, 35
you kingdoms of the earth, sing to god;
praise the Lord, who ascends above the highest heavens;
his majesty and might are in the skies, alleluia.

the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is said.

Collect
o God, whose son today ascended to the heavens
as the apostles looked on,
grant, we pray, that, in accordance with his promise,
we may be worthy for him to live with us always on earth,
and we with him in heaven.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

the creed is said.

Prayer over the offerings
o God, whose only Begotten son, our high Priest,
is seated ever-living at your right hand to intercede for us,
grant that we may approach with confidence the throne of grace
and there obtain your mercy.
Through Christ our lord.

preface i or ii of the ascension, pp. 568-571.

When the roman canon is used, the proper form of the communicantes (in communion 
with those) is said.

Communion antiphon  cf. heb 10: 12
christ, offering a single sacrifice for sins,
is seated for ever at god’s right hand, alleluia.

Prayer after Communion
may the gifts we have received from your altar, lord,
kindle in our hearts a longing for the heavenly homeland
and cause us to press forward, following in the savior’s footsteps,
to the place where for our sake he entered before us.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

a formula of Solemn blessing, p. 678, may be used.
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Where the Solemnity of the ascension is not to be observed as a holyday of obligation, it is 
assigned to the Seventh Sunday of easter as its proper day.

At the Vigil Mass
this Mass is used on the evening of the day before the Solemnity, either before or after first 
vespers (evening prayer i) of the ascension.

entrance antiphon  ps 68 (67): 33, 35
you kingdoms of the earth, sing to god;
praise the Lord, who ascends above the highest heavens;
his majesty and might are in the skies, alleluia.

the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is said.

Collect
o God, whose son today ascended to the heavens
as the apostles looked on,
grant, we pray, that, in accordance with his promise,
we may be worthy for him to live with us always on earth,
and we with him in heaven.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

the creed is said.

Prayer over the offerings
o God, whose only Begotten son, our high Priest,
is seated ever-living at your right hand to intercede for us,
grant that we may approach with confidence the throne of grace
and there obtain your mercy.
Through Christ our lord.

preface i or ii of the ascension, pp. 568-571.

When the roman canon is used, the proper form of the communicantes (in communion 
with those) is said.

Communion antiphon  cf. heb 10: 12
christ, offering a single sacrifice for sins,
is seated for ever at god’s right hand, alleluia.

Prayer after Communion
may the gifts we have received from your altar, lord,
kindle in our hearts a longing for the heavenly homeland
and cause us to press forward, following in the savior’s footsteps,
to the place where for our sake he entered before us.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

a formula of Solemn blessing, p. 678, may be used.
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At the Mass during the Day

entrance antiphon  acts 1: 11
Men of galilee, why gaze in wonder at the heavens?
this Jesus whom you saw ascending into heaven
will return as you saw him go, alleluia.

the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is said.

Collect
Gladden us with holy joys, almighty God,
and make us rejoice with devout thanksgiving,
for the ascension of Christ your son
is our exaltation,
and, where the head has gone before in glory,
the Body is called to follow in hope.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
or: 

Grant, we pray, almighty God,
that we, who believe that your only Begotten son, our Redeemer,
ascended this day to the heavens,
may in spirit dwell already in heavenly realms.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

the creed is said.
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Prayer over the offerings
We offer sacrifice now in supplication, o lord,
to honor the wondrous ascension of your son:
grant, we pray,
that through this most holy exchange
we, too, may rise up to the heavenly realms.
Through Christ our lord.

preface i or ii of the ascension of the Lord, pp. 568-571.

When the roman canon is used, the proper form of the communicantes (in communion 
with those) is said.

Communion antiphon  Mt 28: 20
behold, i am with you always,
even to the end of the age, alleluia.

Prayer after Communion
almighty ever-living God,
who allow those on earth to celebrate divine mysteries,
grant, we pray,
that Christian hope may draw us onward
to where our nature is united with you.
Through Christ our lord.

a formula of Solemn blessing, p. 678, may be used.



434	 	EASTER	TIME

Thursday

in regions where the Solemnity of the ascension occurs on the following Sunday.

entrance antiphon  cf. ps 68 (67): 8-9, 20
o god, when you went forth before your people,
marching with them and living among them,
the earth trembled, heavens poured down rain, alleluia.

Collect
o God, who made your people
partakers in your redemption,
grant, we pray,
that we may perpetually render thanks
for the Resurrection of the lord.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
may our prayers rise up to you, o lord,
together with the sacrificial offerings,
so that, purified by your graciousness,
we may be conformed to the mysteries of your mighty love.
Through Christ our lord.

preface of easter, pp. 558-567.

Communion antiphon  Mt 28: 20
behold, i am with you always,
even to the end of the age, alleluia.

Prayer after Communion
almighty ever-living God,
who restore us to eternal life
in the Resurrection of Christ,
increase in us, we pray, the fruits of this paschal sacrament
and pour into our hearts the strength of this saving food.
Through Christ our lord.
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friday

entrance antiphon rev 5: 9-10
you have redeemed us, Lord, by your blood
from every tribe and tongue and people and nation,
and have made us into a kingdom, priests for our god, alleluia.

Collect
o God, who restore us to eternal life
in the Resurrection of Christ,
raise us up, we pray, to the author of our salvation,
who is seated at your right hand,
so that, when our savior comes again in majesty,
those you have given new birth in Baptism
may be clothed with blessed immortality.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

in regions where the Solemnity of the ascension is celebrated on the following Sunday:

hear our prayers, o lord,
so that what was promised
by the sanctifying power of your Word
may everywhere be accomplished
through the working of the Gospel
and that all your adopted children may attain
what the testimony of truth has foretold.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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Prayer over the offerings
accept in compassion, lord, we pray,
the offerings of your family,
that under your protective care
they may never lose what they have received,
but attain the gifts that are eternal.
Through Christ our lord.

preface of easter, or of the ascension, pp. 558-571.

Communion antiphon  rom 4: 25
christ our Lord was handed over for our transgressions
and was raised again for our justification, alleluia.

Prayer after Communion
Keep safe, o lord, we pray,
those whom you have saved by your kindness,
that, redeemed by the Passion of your son,
they may rejoice in his Resurrection.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.
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Saturday

entrance antiphon  cf. 1 pt 2: 9
o chosen people, proclaim the mighty works of him
who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light, alleluia.

Collect
o God, whose son, at his ascension to the heavens,
was pleased to promise the holy spirit to the apostles,
grant, we pray,
that, just as they received manifold gifts of heavenly teaching,
so on us, too, you may bestow spiritual gifts.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

in regions where the Solemnity of the ascension is celebrated on the following Sunday:

Constantly shape our minds, we pray, o lord,
by the practice of good works,
that, trying always for what is better,
we may strive to hold ever fast to the Paschal mystery.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Graciously sanctify these gifts, o lord, we pray,
and, accepting the oblation of this spiritual sacrifice,
make of us an eternal offering to you.
Through Christ our lord.

preface of easter, or of the ascension, pp. 558-571.

Communion antiphon  Jn 17: 24
father, i wish that, where i am,
those you gave me may also be with me,
that they may see the glory that you gave me, alleluia.

Prayer after Communion
We have partaken of the gifts of this sacred mystery,
humbly imploring, o lord,
that what your son commanded us to do in memory of him
may bring us growth in charity.
Through Christ our lord.
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entrance antiphon  cf. ps 27 (26): 7-9
o Lord, hear my voice, for i have called to you;
of you my heart has spoken: Seek his face;
hide not your face from me, alleluia.

the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is said.

Collect
Graciously hear our supplications, o lord,
so that we, who believe that the savior of the human race
is with you in your glory,
may experience, as he promised,
until the end of the world,
his abiding presence among us.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

the creed is said.

Prayer over the offerings
accept, o lord, the prayers of your faithful
with the sacrificial offerings,
that through these acts of devotedness
we may pass over to the glory of heaven.
Through Christ our lord.

preface of easter, or of the ascension, pp. 558-571.

Communion antiphon  Jn 17: 22
father, i pray that they may be one 
as we also are one, alleluia.

Prayer after Communion
hear us, o God our savior, 
and grant us confidence,
that through these sacred mysteries
there will be accomplished in the body of the whole Church
what has already come to pass in Christ her head.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

a formula of Solemn blessing, p. 677, may be used.
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Monday

entrance antiphon acts 1: 8
you will receive the power of the holy Spirit coming upon you,
and you will be my witnesses, 
even to the ends of the earth, alleluia.

Collect
may the power of the holy spirit
come to us, we pray, o lord,
that we may keep your will faithfully in mind
and express it in a devout way of life.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
may this unblemished sacrifice purify us, o lord,
and impart to our minds
the force of grace from on high.
Through Christ our lord.

preface of easter, or of the ascension, pp. 558-571.

Communion antiphon  Jn 14: 18; 16: 22
i will not leave you orphans, says the Lord;
i will come to you again, and your heart will rejoice, alleluia.

Prayer after Communion
Graciously be present to your people, we pray, o lord,
and lead those you have imbued with heavenly mysteries
to pass from former ways to newness of life.
Through Christ our lord.
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Tuesday

entrance antiphon  rev 1: 17-18
i am the first and the last,
i was dead and am now alive.
behold, i am alive for ever and ever, alleluia.

Collect
Grant, we pray, almighty and merciful God,
that the holy spirit, coming near
and dwelling graciously within us,
may make of us a perfect temple of his glory.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
accept, o lord, the prayers of your faithful
with the sacrificial offerings,
that through these acts of devotedness
we may pass over to the glory of heaven.
Through Christ our lord.

preface of easter, or of the ascension, pp. 558-571.

Communion antiphon  Jn 14: 26
the holy Spirit, whom the father will send in my name,
will teach you all things and remind you of all i have told you,
says the Lord, alleluia.

Prayer after Communion
We have partaken of the gifts of this sacred mystery,
humbly imploring, o lord,
that what your son commanded us to do
in memory of him
may bring us growth in charity.
Through Christ our lord.
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Wednesday

entrance antiphon  ps 47 (46): 2
all peoples, clap your hands.
cry to god with shouts of joy, alleluia.

Collect
Graciously grant to your Church, o merciful God,
that, gathered by the holy spirit,
she may be devoted to you with all her heart
and united in purity of intent.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
accept, o lord, we pray,
the sacrifices instituted by your commands,
and through the sacred mysteries,
which we celebrate as our dutiful service,
graciously complete the sanctifying work
by which you are pleased to redeem us.
Through Christ our lord.

preface of easter, or of the ascension, pp. 558-571.

Communion antiphon  Jn 15: 26-27
When the paraclete comes, whom i will send you,
the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the father,
he will bear witness to me,
and you also will bear witness, says the Lord, alleluia.

Prayer after Communion
may our partaking of this divine sacrament, o lord,
constantly increase your grace within us,
and, by cleansing us with its power,
make us always ready to receive so great a gift.
Through Christ our lord.
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Thursday

entrance antiphon  heb 4: 16
With boldness let us approach the throne of grace,
that we may receive mercy
and find grace as a timely help, alleluia.

Collect
may your spirit, o lord, we pray,
imbue us powerfully with spiritual gifts,
that he may give us a mind pleasing to you
and graciously conform us to your will.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Graciously sanctify these gifts, o lord, we pray,
and, accepting the oblation of this spiritual sacrifice,
make of us an eternal offering to you.
Through Christ our lord.

preface of easter, or of the ascension, pp. 558-571.

Communion antiphon Jn 16: 7
i tell you the truth, it is for your good that i go;
for if i do not go away, the paraclete will not come to you, 
says the Lord, alleluia.

Prayer after Communion
may the mysteries we have received, o lord, we pray,
enlighten us by the instruction they bring
and restore us through our participation in them,
that we may merit the gifts of the spirit.
Through Christ our lord.
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friday

entrance antiphon  rev 1: 5-6
christ loved us and washed us clean of our sins by his blood,
and made us into a kingdom, 
priests for his god and father, alleluia.

Collect
o God, who by the glorification of your Christ
and the light of the holy spirit
have unlocked for us the gates of eternity,
grant, we pray,
that, partaking of so great a gift,
our devotion may grow deeper
and our faith be strengthened.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
look mercifully, o lord, we pray,
upon the sacrificial gifts of your people,
and, that they may become acceptable to you,
let the coming of the holy spirit
cleanse our consciences.
Through Christ our lord.

preface of easter, or of the ascension, pp. 558-571.

Communion antiphon  Jn 16: 13
When the Spirit of truth comes,
he will teach you all truth, says the Lord, alleluia.

Prayer after Communion
o God, by whose mysteries
we are cleansed and nourished,
grant, we pray,
that this banquet which you give us
may bring everlasting life.
Through Christ our lord.
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Saturday
At the Morning Mass

entrance antiphon  acts 1: 14
the disciples devoted themselves with one accord to prayer
with the women, and Mary the Mother of Jesus,
and his brethren, alleluia.

Collect
Grant, we pray, almighty God,
that we, who have celebrated the paschal festivities,
may by your gift hold fast to them
in the way that we live our lives.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
may the holy spirit coming near, we pray, o lord,
prepare our minds for the divine sacrament,
since the spirit himself is the remission of all sins.
Through Christ our lord.

preface of easter, or of the ascension, pp. 558-571.

Communion antiphon  Jn 16: 14
the holy Spirit will glorify me,
for he will take from what is mine and declare it to you,
says the Lord, alleluia.

Prayer after Communion
hear in your compassion our prayers, o lord,
that, as we have been brought
from things of the past to new mysteries,
so, with former ways left behind,
we may be made new in holiness of mind.
Through Christ our lord.
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At the Vigil Mass
Extended form

this vigil Mass may be celebrated on the Saturday evening, either before or after first vespers 
(evening prayer i) of pentecost Sunday.

1.  in churches where the vigil Mass is celebrated in an extended form, this may be done as 
follows.

2.  a) if first vespers (evening prayer i) celebrated in choir or in common immediately precede 
Mass, the celebration may begin either from the introductory verse and the hymn (veni, 
creator Spiritus) or else from the singing of the entrance antiphon with the procession and 
greeting of the priest; in either case the penitential act is omitted (cf. General Instruction of the 
Liturgy of the Hours, nos. 94 and 96). 

then the psalmody prescribed for vespers follows, up to but not including the Short 
reading. 

after the psalmody, omitting the penitential act, and if appropriate, the Kyrie (Lord, 
have mercy), the priest says the prayer grant, we pray, almighty god, that the splendor, as 
at the vigil Mass. 

3. b) if Mass is begun in the usual way, after the Kyrie (Lord, have mercy), the priest says the 
prayer grant, we pray, almighty god, that the splendor, as at the vigil Mass.

then the priest may address the people in these or similar words:

Dear brethren (brothers and sisters),
we have now begun our Pentecost Vigil,
after the example of the apostles and disciples,
who with mary, the mother of Jesus, persevered in prayer,
awaiting the spirit promised by the lord;
like them, let us, too, listen with quiet hearts to the Word of God.
let us meditate on how many great deeds
God in times past did for his people
and let us pray that the holy spirit,
whom the Father sent as the first fruits for those who believe,
may bring to perfection his work in the world.

4. then follow the readings proposed as options in the Lectionary. a reader goes to the ambo 
and proclaims the reading. afterwards a psalmist or a cantor sings or says the psalm with 
the people making the response. then all rise, the priest says, Let us pray and, after all have 
prayed for a while in silence, he says the prayer corresponding to the reading. in place of the 
responsorial psalm a period of sacred silence may be observed, in which case the pause after 
Let us pray is omitted.



448	 	EASTER	TIME

Prayers after the Readings

5. after the first reading (on babel: gn 11: 1-9) and the psalm (33 [32]: 10-11, 12-13, 14-15; r. v. 12b).

let us pray.

Grant, we pray, almighty God,
that your Church may always remain that holy people,
formed as one by the unity of Father, son and holy spirit,
which manifests to the world
the sacrament of your holiness and unity
and leads it to the perfection of your charity.
Through Christ our lord.
r. amen.

6. after the second reading (on god’s Descent on Mount Sinai: ex 19: 3-8, 16-20b) and the 
canticle (Dn 3: 52, 53, 54, 55, 56; r. v. 52b) or the psalm (19 [18]: 8, 9, 10, 11; r. Jn 6: 68c). 

let us pray.

o God, who in fire and lightning
gave the ancient law to moses on mount sinai
and on this day manifested the new covenant
in the fire of the spirit,
grant, we pray,
that we may always be aflame with that same spirit
whom you wondrously poured out on your apostles,
and that the new israel,
gathered from every people,
may receive with rejoicing
the eternal commandment of your love.
Through Christ our lord. 
r. amen. 
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7.  after the third reading (on the dry bones and god’s spirit: ez 37: 1-14) and the psalm (107 
[106]: 2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9; r. v. 1 or alleluia).

let us pray.

lord, God of power,
who restore what has fallen
and preserve what you have restored,
increase, we pray, the peoples
to be renewed by the sanctification of your name,
that all who are washed clean by holy Baptism
may always be directed by your prompting.
Through Christ our lord.
r. amen.

or:

o God, who have brought us to rebirth by the word of life,
pour out upon us your holy spirit,
that, walking in oneness of faith,
we may attain in our flesh
the incorruptible glory of the resurrection.
Through Christ our lord.
r. amen. 

or: 

may your people exult for ever, o God,
in renewed youthfulness of spirit,
so that, rejoicing now in the restored glory of our adoption,
we may look forward in confident hope
to the rejoicing of the day of resurrection.
Through Christ our lord.
r. amen.

8.  after the fourth reading (on the outpouring of the Spirit: Joel 3: 1-5) and the psalm (104 [103]: 
1-2a, 24, 35c, 27-28, 29bc-30; r. v. 30 or alleluia).

let us pray.

Fulfill for us your gracious promise,
o lord, we pray, so that by his coming
the holy spirit may make us witnesses before the world
to the Gospel of our lord Jesus Christ.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.
r. amen. 



450	 	EASTER	TIME

9. then the priest intones the hymn gloria in excelsis Deo (glory to god in the highest).

& œ
���������������������������������������������

œœ œ œ œœ œœ œœœ ¿ œœ œ

10. When the hymn is concluded, the priest says the collect in the usual way: almighty ever-
living god, who willed, as here below. 

11. then the reader proclaims the reading from the apostle (rom 8: 22-27), and Mass continues 
in the usual way.

12.  if vespers (evening prayer) are joined to Mass, after communion with the communion 
antiphon (on the last day), the Magnificat is sung, with its vespers antiphon (veni, Sancte 
Spiritus); then the prayer after communion is said and the rest follows as usual.

13. it is appropriate that the formula of Solemn blessing be used, p. 678. 

to dismiss the people the Deacon or, if there is no Deacon, the priest himself sings or says:
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At the Vigil Mass
Simple form

this Mass is used on the Saturday evening, either before or after first vespers (evening prayer i) 
of pentecost Sunday.

entrance antiphon  rom 5: 5; cf. 8: 11
the love of god has been poured into our hearts
through the Spirit of god dwelling within us, alleluia.

the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is said.

Collect
almighty ever-living God,
who willed the Paschal mystery
to be encompassed as a sign in fifty days,
grant that from out of the scattered nations
the confusion of many tongues
may be gathered by heavenly grace
into one great confession of your name.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
or:

Grant, we pray, almighty God,
that the splendor of your glory
may shine forth upon us
and that, by the bright rays of the holy spirit,
the light of your light may confirm the hearts
of those born again by your grace.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

the creed is said.
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Prayer over the offerings
Pour out upon these gifts the blessing of your spirit,
we pray, o lord,
so that through them your Church may be imbued with such love
that the truth of your saving mystery
may shine forth for the whole world.
Through Christ our lord.

preface of pentecost as in the following Mass, pp. 454-456.

When the roman canon is used, the proper form of the communicantes (in communion 
with those) is said.

Communion antiphon Jn 7: 37
on the last day of the festival, Jesus stood and cried out:
if anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink, alleluia.

Prayer after Communion
may these gifts we have consumed
benefit us, o lord,
that we may always be aflame with the same spirit,
whom you wondrously poured out on your apostles.
Through Christ our lord.

a formula of Solemn blessing, p. 678, may be used.

to dismiss the people the Deacon or, if there is no Deacon, the priest himself sings (as above 
p. 386) or says:

Go forth, the mass is ended, alleluia, alleluia.
or:

Go in peace, alleluia, alleluia.

and the people reply:
thanks be to god, alleluia, alleluia.
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At the Mass during the Day

entrance antiphon  Wis 1: 7
the Spirit of the Lord has filled the whole world
and that which contains all things
understands what is said, alleluia.

or:   rom 5: 5; cf. 8: 11

the love of god has been poured into our hearts
through the Spirit of god dwelling within us, alleluia.

the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is said.

Collect
o God, who by the mystery of today’s great feast
sanctify your whole Church in every people and nation,
pour out, we pray, the gifts of the holy spirit
across the face of the earth
and, with the divine grace that was at work
when the Gospel was first proclaimed,
fill now once more the hearts of believers.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

the creed is said.

Prayer over the offerings
Grant, we pray, o lord,
that, as promised by your son,
the holy spirit may reveal to us more abundantly
the hidden mystery of this sacrifice
and graciously lead us into all truth.
Through Christ our lord.
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Preface: The mystery of Pentecost.
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holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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text without music:

v. The lord be with you.
r. and with your spirit.

v. lift up your hearts.
r. We lift them up to the Lord.

v. let us give thanks to the lord our God.
r. it is right and just.

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God.

For, bringing your Paschal mystery to completion,
you bestowed the holy spirit today
on those you made your adopted children
by uniting them to your only Begotten son.
This same spirit, as the Church came to birth,
opened to all peoples the knowledge of God
and brought together the many languages of the earth
in profession of the one faith.

Therefore, overcome with paschal joy,
every land, every people exults in your praise
and even the heavenly Powers, with the angelic hosts,
sing together the unending hymn of your glory,
as they acclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .

When the roman canon is used, the proper form of the communicantes (in communion 
with those) is said.

Communion antiphon acts 2: 4, 11
they were all filled with the holy Spirit
and spoke of the marvels of god, alleluia.
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Prayer after Communion
o God, who bestow heavenly gifts upon your Church,
safeguard, we pray, the grace you have given,
that the gift of the holy spirit poured out upon her
may retain all its force
and that this spiritual food
may gain her abundance of eternal redemption.
Through Christ our lord.

a formula of Solemn blessing, p. 678, may be used.

to dismiss the people the Deacon or, if there is no Deacon, the priest himself sings or says:
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and the people reply:
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With easter time now concluded, the paschal candle is extinguished. it is desirable to 
keep the paschal candle in the baptistery with due honor so that it is lit at the celebration of 
baptism and the candles of those baptized are lit from it.

Where the Monday or tuesday after pentecost are days on which the faithful are obliged 
or accustomed to attend Mass, the Mass of pentecost Sunday may be repeated, or a Mass of 
the holy Spirit, pp. 1338-1345, may be said.
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1. ordinary time contains thirty-three or thirty-four weeks. it begins on the Monday following 
the Sunday after January 6 and continues until the beginning of Lent; it begins again on the 
Monday after pentecost Sunday and ends on the Saturday before the first Sunday of advent.

2. the numbering of Sundays and weeks in ordinary time is calculated as follows:

a)  the Sunday on which the feast of the baptism of the Lord occurs takes the place of 
the first Sunday in ordinary time; the week that follows is counted as the first week 
in ordinary time. the remaining Sundays and weeks are numbered in order until the 
beginning of Lent.

b)  if there are thirty-four weeks in ordinary time, after pentecost the series is resumed 
with the week that follows immediately the last week celebrated before Lent; it should 
be noted, however, that the Masses of pentecost Sunday and of the Solemnity of the 
Most holy trinity take the place of the Sunday Masses. if, however, there are thirty-
three weeks in ordinary time, the first week that would otherwise follow pentecost is 
omitted.

3. thus, in the Missal, thirty-four Masses for the Sundays and weekdays in ordinary time are 
found. they are used in this way:

a)  on Sundays the Mass corresponding to the number of the Sunday in ordinary time is 
ordinarily used, unless there occurs a Solemnity or a feast of the Lord which takes the 
place of the Sunday.

b)  on weekdays, however, any of the thirty-four Masses may be used, provided the 
pastoral needs of the faithful are taken into consideration.

4. the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) and the creed are said on Sundays; on 
weekdays, however, both are omitted.

5. unless a eucharistic prayer is used that has a proper preface, on Sundays one of the prefaces 
for Sundays in ordinary time is said, pp. 572-587; but on weekdays, a common preface is 
said, pp. 610-621.

6. two antiphons are provided for communion, the first from the psalms, and the second for the 
most part from the gospel. one or the other may be selected, as circumstances suggest, but 
preference should be given to an antiphon that is in harmony with the gospel of the Mass.
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SUNDAY AND DAILY mASSES
firST WEEk in orDinAry TiME

on the first Sunday in ordinary time there occurs the feast of the baptism of the Lord, pp. 202-206.

entrance antiphon
upon a lofty throne, i saw a man seated,
whom a host of angels adore, singing in unison:
behold him, the name of whose empire is eternal.

Collect
attend to the pleas of your people with heavenly care,
o lord, we pray,
that they may see what must be done
and gain strength to do what they have seen.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
may your people’s oblation, o lord, find favor with you, we pray,
that it may restore them to holiness
and obtain what they devoutly entreat.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon  ps 36 (35): 10
With you, o Lord, is the fountain of life,
and in your light we see light.

or:   Jn 10: 10

i have come that they may have life,
and have it more abundantly, says the Lord.

Prayer after Communion
humbly we ask you, almighty God,
be graciously pleased to grant
that those you renew with your sacraments
may also serve with lives pleasing to you.
Through Christ our lord.
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SEConD SunDAy in orDinAry TiME

entrance antiphon ps 66 (65): 4
all the earth shall bow down before you, o god,
and shall sing to you,
shall sing to your name, o Most high!

Collect
almighty ever-living God,
who govern all things,
both in heaven and on earth,
mercifully hear the pleading of your people
and bestow your peace on our times.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Grant us, o lord, we pray,
that we may participate worthily in these mysteries,
for whenever the memorial of this sacrifice is celebrated
the work of our redemption is accomplished.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon  cf. ps 23 (22): 5
you have prepared a table before me,
and how precious is the chalice that quenches my thirst.

or:  1 Jn 4: 16

We have come to know and to believe
in the love that god has for us.

Prayer after Communion
Pour on us, o lord, the spirit of your love,
and in your kindness
make those you have nourished
by this one heavenly Bread
one in mind and heart.
Through Christ our lord.
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ThirD SunDAy in orDinAry TiME

entrance antiphon  cf. ps 96 (95): 1, 6
o sing a new song to the Lord;
sing to the Lord, all the earth.
in his presence are majesty and splendor,
strength and honor in his holy place.

Collect
almighty ever-living God,
direct our actions according to your good pleasure,
that in the name of your beloved son
we may abound in good works.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
accept our offerings, o lord, we pray,
and in sanctifying them
grant that they may profit us for salvation.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon  cf. ps 34 (33): 6
Look toward the Lord and be radiant;
let your faces not be abashed.

or:   Jn 8: 12

i am the light of the world, says the Lord;
whoever follows me will not walk in darkness,
but will have the light of life.

Prayer after Communion
Grant, we pray, almighty God,
that, receiving the grace
by which you bring us to new life,
we may always glory in your gift.
Through Christ our lord.
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fourTh SunDAy in orDinAry TiME

entrance antiphon  ps 106 (105): 47
Save us, o Lord our god!
and gather us from the nations,
to give thanks to your holy name,
and make it our glory to praise you.

Collect
Grant us, lord our God,
that we may honor you with all our mind,
and love everyone in truth of heart.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
o lord, we bring to your altar
these offerings of our service:
be pleased to receive them, we pray,
and transform them
into the sacrament of our redemption.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon cf. ps 31 (30): 17-18
Let your face shine on your servant.
Save me in your merciful love.
o Lord, let me never be put to shame, for i call on you.

or:  Mt 5: 3-4

blessed are the poor in spirit,
for theirs is the Kingdom of heaven.
blessed are the meek, for they shall possess the land.

Prayer after Communion
nourished by these redeeming gifts,
we pray, o lord,
that through this help to eternal salvation
true faith may ever increase.
Through Christ our lord.
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fifTh SunDAy in orDinAry TiME

entrance antiphon  ps 95 (94): 6-7
o come, let us worship god
and bow low before the god who made us,
for he is the Lord our god.

Collect
Keep your family safe, o lord, with unfailing care,
that, relying solely on the hope of heavenly grace,
they may be defended always by your protection.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
o lord our God,
who once established these created things
to sustain us in our frailty,
grant, we pray,
that they may become for us now 
the sacrament of eternal life.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon  cf. ps 107 (106): 8-9
Let them thank the Lord for his mercy,
his wonders for the children of men,
for he satisfies the thirsty soul,
and the hungry he fills with good things.

or:  Mt 5: 5-6

blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be consoled.
blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
for they shall have their fill.

Prayer after Communion
o God, who have willed that we be partakers
in the one Bread and the one Chalice,
grant us, we pray, so to live
that, made one in Christ,
we may joyfully bear fruit
for the salvation of the world.
Through Christ our lord.
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SiXTh SunDAy in orDinAry TiME

entrance antiphon cf. ps 31 (30): 3-4
be my protector, o god,
a mighty stronghold to save me.
for you are my rock, my stronghold!
Lead me, guide me, for the sake of your name.

Collect
o God, who teach us that you abide
in hearts that are just and true,
grant that we may be so fashioned by your grace
as to become a dwelling pleasing to you.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
may this oblation, o lord, we pray,
cleanse and renew us
and may it become for those who do your will
the source of eternal reward.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon cf. ps 78 (77): 29-30
they ate and had their fill,
and what they craved the Lord gave them;
they were not disappointed in what they craved.

or:  Jn 3: 16

god so loved the world 
that he gave his only begotten Son,
so that all who believe in him may not perish,
but may have eternal life.

Prayer after Communion
having fed upon these heavenly delights,
we pray, o lord,
that we may always long
for that food by which we truly live.
Through Christ our lord.
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SEVEnTh SunDAy in orDinAry TiME

entrance antiphon ps 13 (12): 6
o Lord, i trust in your merciful love.
My heart will rejoice in your salvation.
i will sing to the Lord who has been bountiful with me.

Collect
Grant, we pray, almighty God,
that, always pondering spiritual things,
we may carry out in both word and deed
that which is pleasing to you.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
as we celebrate your mysteries, o lord,
with the observance that is your due,
we humbly ask you,
that what we offer to the honor of your majesty
may profit us for salvation.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon  ps 9: 2-3
i will recount all your wonders,
i will rejoice in you and be glad,
and sing psalms to your name, o Most high.

or:  Jn 11: 27

Lord, i have come to believe that you are the christ,
the Son of the living god, who is coming into this world.

Prayer after Communion
Grant, we pray, almighty God,
that we may experience the effects of the salvation
which is pledged to us by these mysteries.
Through Christ our lord.



468	 	ORDINARY	TIME

EighTh SunDAy in orDinAry TiME

entrance antiphon cf. ps 18 (17): 19-20
the Lord became my protector.
he brought me out to a place of freedom;
he saved me because he delighted in me.

Collect
Grant us, o lord, we pray,
that the course of our world
may be directed by your peaceful rule
and that your Church may rejoice,
untroubled in her devotion.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
o God, who provide gifts to be offered to your name
and count our oblations as signs
of our desire to serve you with devotion,
we ask of your mercy
that what you grant as the source of merit
may also help us to attain merit’s reward.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon  cf. ps 13 (12): 6
i will sing to the Lord who has been bountiful with me,
sing psalms to the name of the Lord Most high.
or:   Mt 28: 20

behold, i am with you always,
even to the end of the age, says the Lord.

Prayer after Communion
nourished by your saving gifts,
we beseech your mercy, lord,
that by this same sacrament
with which you feed us in the present age,
you may make us partakers of life eternal.
Through Christ our lord.
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ninTh SunDAy in orDinAry TiME

entrance antiphon cf. ps 25 (24): 16, 18
turn to me and have mercy on me, o Lord,
for i am alone and poor.
See my lowliness and suffering
and take away all my sins, my god.

Collect
o God, whose providence never fails in its design,
keep from us, we humbly beseech you,
all that might harm us
and grant all that works for our good.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Trusting in your compassion, o lord,
we come eagerly with our offerings to your sacred altar,
that, through the purifying action of your grace,
we may be cleansed by the very mysteries we serve.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon cf. ps 17 (16): 6
to you i call, for you will surely heed me, o god;
turn your ear to me; hear my words.

or:  Mk 11: 23, 24

amen, i say to you: Whatever you ask for in prayer,
believe you will receive it, 
and it will be yours, says the Lord.

Prayer after Communion
Govern by your spirit, we pray, o lord,
those you feed with the Body and Blood of your son,
that, professing you not just in word or in speech,
but also in works and in truth,
we may merit to enter the Kingdom of heaven.
Through Christ our lord.



470	 	ORDINARY	TIME

TEnTh SunDAy in orDinAry TiME

entrance antiphon cf. ps 27 (26): 1-2
the Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall i fear?
the Lord is the stronghold of my life; whom should i dread?
When those who do evil draw near, they stumble and fall.

Collect
o God, from whom all good things come,
grant that we, who call on you in our need,
may at your prompting discern what is right,
and by your guidance do it.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
look kindly upon our service, o lord, we pray,
that what we offer
may be an acceptable oblation to you
and lead us to grow in charity.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon ps 18 (17): 3
the Lord is my rock, my fortress, and my deliverer;
my god is my saving strength.

or:   1 Jn 4: 16

god is love, and whoever abides in love
abides in god, and god in him.

Prayer after Communion
may your healing work, o lord,
free us, we pray, from doing evil
and lead us to what is right.
Through Christ our lord.
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ELEVEnTh SunDAy in orDinAry TiME

entrance antiphon cf. ps 27 (26): 7, 9
o Lord, hear my voice, for i have called to you; be my help.
Do not abandon or forsake me, o god, my Savior!

Collect
o God, strength of those who hope in you,
graciously hear our pleas,
and, since without you mortal frailty can do nothing,
grant us always the help of your grace,
that in following your commands
we may please you by our resolve and our deeds.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
o God, who in the offerings presented here
provide for the twofold needs of human nature,
nourishing us with food
and renewing us with your sacrament,
grant, we pray,
that the sustenance they provide
may not fail us in body or in spirit.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon ps 27 (26): 4
there is one thing i ask of the Lord, only this do i seek:
to live in the house of the Lord all the days of my life.

or:  Jn 17: 11

holy father, keep in your name those you have given me,
that they may be one as we are one, says the Lord.

Prayer after Communion
as this reception of your holy Communion, o lord,
foreshadows the union of the faithful in you,
so may it bring about unity in your Church.
Through Christ our lord.



472	 	ORDINARY	TIME

TWELfTh SunDAy in orDinAry TiME

entrance antiphon  cf. ps 28 (27): 8-9
the Lord is the strength of his people,
a saving refuge for the one he has anointed.
Save your people, Lord, and bless your heritage,
and govern them for ever.

Collect
Grant, o lord,
that we may always revere and love your holy name,
for you never deprive of your guidance
those you set firm on the foundation of your love.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Receive, o lord, the sacrifice of conciliation and praise
and grant that, cleansed by its action,
we may make offering of a heart pleasing to you.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon  ps 145 (144): 15
the eyes of all look to you, Lord,
and you give them their food in due season.

or: Jn 10: 11, 15

i am the good Shepherd,
and i lay down my life for my sheep, says the Lord.

Prayer after Communion
Renewed and nourished
by the sacred Body and Precious Blood of your son,
we ask of your mercy, o lord,
that what we celebrate with constant devotion
may be our sure pledge of redemption.
Through Christ our lord.
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ThirTEEnTh SunDAy in orDinAry TiME

entrance antiphon  ps 47 (46): 2
all peoples, clap your hands.
cry to god with shouts of joy!

Collect
o God, who through the grace of adoption
chose us to be children of light,
grant, we pray,
that we may not be wrapped in the darkness of error
but always be seen to stand in the bright light of truth.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
o God, who graciously accomplish
the effects of your mysteries,
grant, we pray,
that the deeds by which we serve you
may be worthy of these sacred gifts.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon  cf. ps 103 (102): 1
bless the Lord, o my soul,
and all within me, his holy name.

or:  Jn 17: 20-21

o father, i pray for them, that they may be one in us,
that the world may believe that you have sent me, says the Lord.

Prayer after Communion
may this divine sacrifice we have offered and received
fill us with life, o lord, we pray,
so that, bound to you in lasting charity,
we may bear fruit that lasts for ever.
Through Christ our lord.



474	 	ORDINARY	TIME

fourTEEnTh SunDAy in orDinAry TiME

entrance antiphon cf. ps 48 (47): 10-11
your merciful love, o god,
we have received in the midst of your temple.
your praise, o god, like your name,
reaches the ends of the earth;
your right hand is filled with saving justice.

Collect
o God, who in the abasement of your son
have raised up a fallen world,
fill your faithful with holy joy,
for on those you have rescued from slavery to sin
you bestow eternal gladness.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
may this oblation dedicated to your name
purify us, o lord,
and day by day bring our conduct 
closer to the life of heaven.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon ps 34 (33): 9
taste and see that the Lord is good;
blessed the man who seeks refuge in him.
or:  Mt 11: 28

come to me, all who labor and are burdened,
and i will refresh you, says the Lord.

Prayer after Communion
Grant, we pray, o lord,
that, having been replenished by such great gifts,
we may gain the prize of salvation
and never cease to praise you.
Through Christ our lord.
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fifTEEnTh SunDAy in orDinAry TiME

entrance antiphon cf. ps 17 (16):15
as for me, in justice i shall behold your face;
i shall be filled with the vision of your glory.

Collect
o God, who show the light of your truth
to those who go astray,
so that they may return to the right path,
give all who for the faith they profess
are accounted Christians
the grace to reject whatever is contrary to the name of Christ
and to strive after all that does it honor.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
look upon the offerings of the Church, o lord,
as she makes her prayer to you,
and grant that, when consumed by those who believe,
they may bring ever greater holiness.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon  cf. ps 84 (83): 4-5
the sparrow finds a home, 
and the swallow a nest for her young:
by your altars, o Lord of hosts, my King and my god.
blessed are they who dwell in your house, 
for ever singing your praise.
or:  Jn 6: 57

Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood
remains in me and i in him, says the Lord.

Prayer after Communion
having consumed these gifts, we pray, o lord,
that, by our participation in this mystery,
its saving effects upon us may grow.
Through Christ our lord.



476	 	ORDINARY	TIME

SiXTEEnTh SunDAy in orDinAry TiME

entrance antiphon  ps 54 (53): 6, 8
See, i have god for my help.
the Lord sustains my soul.
i will sacrifice to you with willing heart,
and praise your name, o Lord, for it is good.

Collect
show favor, o lord, to your servants
and mercifully increase the gifts of your grace,
that, made fervent in hope, faith and charity,
they may be ever watchful in keeping your commands.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
o God, who in the one perfect sacrifice
brought to completion varied offerings of the law,
accept, we pray, this sacrifice from your faithful servants
and make it holy, as you blessed the gifts of abel,
so that what each has offered to the honor of your majesty
may benefit the salvation of all.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon ps 111 (110): 4-5
the Lord, the gracious, the merciful,
has made a memorial of his wonders;
he gives food to those who fear him.
or:   rev 3: 20

behold, i stand at the door and knock, says the Lord.
if anyone hears my voice and opens the door to me,
i will enter his house and dine with him, and he with me.

Prayer after Communion
Graciously be present to your people, we pray, o lord,
and lead those you have imbued with heavenly mysteries
to pass from former ways to newness of life.
Through Christ our lord.
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SEVEnTEEnTh SunDAy in orDinAry TiME

entrance antiphon  cf. ps 68 (67): 6-7, 36
god is in his holy place,
god who unites those who dwell in his house;
he himself gives might and strength to his people.

Collect
o God, protector of those who hope in you,
without whom nothing has firm foundation, nothing is holy,
bestow in abundance your mercy upon us
and grant that, with you as our ruler and guide,
we may use the good things that pass
in such a way as to hold fast even now
to those that ever endure.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
accept, o lord, we pray, the offerings
which we bring from the abundance of your gifts,
that through the powerful working of your grace
these most sacred mysteries may sanctify our present way of life
and lead us to eternal gladness.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon  ps 103 (102): 2
bless the Lord, o my soul, 
and never forget all his benefits.
or:  Mt 5: 7-8

blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.
blessed are the clean of heart, for they shall see god.

Prayer after Communion
We have consumed, o lord, this divine sacrament,
the perpetual memorial of the Passion of your son;
grant, we pray, that this gift,
which he himself gave us with love beyond all telling,
may profit us for salvation.
Through Christ our lord.



478	 	ORDINARY	TIME

EighTEEnTh SunDAy in orDinAry TiME

entrance antiphon  ps 70 (69): 2, 6
o god, come to my assistance;
o Lord, make haste to help me!
you are my rescuer, my help;
o Lord, do not delay.

Collect
Draw near to your servants, o lord,
and answer their prayers with unceasing kindness,
that, for those who glory in you as their Creator and guide,
you may restore what you have created
and keep safe what you have restored.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Graciously sanctify these gifts, o lord, we pray,
and, accepting the oblation of this spiritual sacrifice,
make of us an eternal offering to you.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon Wis 16: 20
you have given us, o Lord, bread from heaven,
endowed with all delights and sweetness in every taste.

or: Jn 6: 35

i am the bread of life, says the Lord;
whoever comes to me will not hunger
and whoever believes in me will not thirst.

Prayer after Communion
accompany with constant protection, o lord,
those you renew with these heavenly gifts
and, in your never-failing care for them,
make them worthy of eternal redemption.
Through Christ our lord.
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ninETEEnTh SunDAy in orDinAry TiME

entrance antiphon  cf. ps 74 (73): 20, 19, 22, 23
Look to your covenant, o Lord,
and forget not the life of your poor ones for ever.
arise, o god, and defend your cause,
and forget not the cries of those who seek you.

Collect
almighty ever-living God,
whom, taught by the holy spirit,
we dare to call our Father,
bring, we pray, to perfection in our hearts
the spirit of adoption as your sons and daughters,
that we may merit to enter into the inheritance
which you have promised.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Be pleased, o lord, to accept the offerings of your Church,
for in your mercy you have given them to be offered
and by your power you transform them
into the mystery of our salvation.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon  ps 147: 12, 14
o Jerusalem, glorify the Lord,
who gives you your fill of finest wheat.

or:  cf. Jn 6: 51

the bread that i will give, says the Lord,
is my flesh for the life of the world.

Prayer after Communion
may the communion in your sacrament
that we have consumed, save us, o lord,
and confirm us in the light of your truth.
Through Christ our lord.



480	 	ORDINARY	TIME

TWEnTiETh SunDAy in orDinAry TiME

entrance antiphon  ps 84 (83): 10-11
turn your eyes, o god, our shield;
and look on the face of your anointed one;
one day within your courts
is better than a thousand elsewhere.

Collect
o God, who have prepared for those who love you
good things which no eye can see,
fill our hearts, we pray, with the warmth of your love,
so that, loving you in all things and above all things,
we may attain your promises,
which surpass every human desire.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Receive our oblation, o lord,
by which is brought about a glorious exchange,
that, by offering what you have given,
we may merit to receive your very self.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon  ps 130 (129): 7
With the Lord there is mercy;
in him is plentiful redemption.
or: Jn 6: 51-52

i am the living bread that came down from heaven, says the Lord.
Whoever eats of this bread will live for ever.

Prayer after Communion
made partakers of Christ through these sacraments,
we humbly implore your mercy, lord,
that, conformed to his image on earth,
we may merit also to be his coheirs in heaven.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.
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TWEnTy-firST SunDAy in orDinAry TiME

entrance antiphon  cf. ps 86 (85): 1-3
turn your ear, o Lord, and answer me;
save the servant who trusts in you, my god.
have mercy on me, o Lord, for i cry to you all the day long.

Collect
o God, who cause the minds of the faithful
to unite in a single purpose,
grant your people to love what you command
and to desire what you promise,
that, amid the uncertainties of this world,
our hearts may be fixed on that place
where true gladness is found.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
o lord, who gained for yourself a people by adoption
through the one sacrifice offered once for all,
bestow graciously on us, we pray,
the gifts of unity and peace in your Church.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon  cf. ps 104 (103): 13-15
the earth is replete with the fruits of your work, o Lord;
you bring forth bread from the earth 
and wine to cheer the heart.
or:  cf. Jn 6: 54

Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood
has eternal life, says the Lord,
and i will raise him up on the last day.

Prayer after Communion
Complete within us, o lord, we pray,
the healing work of your mercy
and graciously perfect and sustain us,
so that in all things we may please you.
Through Christ our lord.



482	 	ORDINARY	TIME

TWEnTy-SEConD SunDAy in orDinAry TiME

entrance antiphon  cf. ps 86 (85): 3, 5
have mercy on me, o Lord, for i cry to you all the day long.
o Lord, you are good and forgiving,
full of mercy to all who call to you.

Collect
God of might, giver of every good gift,
put into our hearts the love of your name,
so that, by deepening our sense of reverence,
you may nurture in us what is good
and, by your watchful care,
keep safe what you have nurtured.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
may this sacred offering, o lord,
confer on us always the blessing of salvation,
that what it celebrates in mystery
it may accomplish in power.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon  ps 31 (30): 20
how great is the goodness, Lord,
that you keep for those who fear you.
or:  Mt 5: 9-10

blessed are the peacemakers, 
for they shall be called children of god.
blessed are they who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness,
for theirs is the Kingdom of heaven.

Prayer after Communion
Renewed by this bread from the heavenly table,
we beseech you, lord,
that, being the food of charity,
it may confirm our hearts
and stir us to serve you in our neighbor.
Through Christ our lord.
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TWEnTy-ThirD SunDAy in orDinAry TiME

entrance antiphon  ps 119 (118): 137, 124
you are just, o Lord, and your judgment is right;
treat your servant in accord with your merciful love.

Collect
o God, by whom we are redeemed and receive adoption,
look graciously upon your beloved sons and daughters,
that those who believe in Christ
may receive true freedom
and an everlasting inheritance.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
o God, who give us the gift of true prayer and of peace,
graciously grant that, through this offering,
we may do fitting homage to your divine majesty
and, by partaking of the sacred mystery,
we may be faithfully united in mind and heart.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon  cf. ps 42 (41): 2-3
Like the deer that yearns for running streams,
so my soul is yearning for you, my god;
my soul is thirsting for god, the living god.
or:  Jn 8: 12

i am the light of the world, says the Lord;
whoever follows me will not walk in darkness,
but will have the light of life.

Prayer after Communion
Grant that your faithful, o lord,
whom you nourish and endow with life
through the food of your Word and heavenly sacrament,
may so benefit from your beloved son’s great gifts
that we may merit an eternal share in his life.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.



484	 	ORDINARY	TIME

TWEnTy-fourTh SunDAy in orDinAry TiME

entrance antiphon  cf. Sir 36: 18
give peace, o Lord, to those who wait for you,
that your prophets be found true.
hear the prayers of your servant,
and of your people israel.

Collect
look upon us, o God,
Creator and ruler of all things,
and, that we may feel the working of your mercy,
grant that we may serve you with all our heart.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
look with favor on our supplications, o lord,
and in your kindness accept these, your servants’ offerings,
that what each has offered to the honor of your name
may serve the salvation of all.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon  cf. ps 36 (35): 8
how precious is your mercy, o god!
the children of men seek shelter in the shadow of your wings.

or: cf. 1 cor 10: 16

the chalice of blessing that we bless
is a communion in the blood of christ;
and the bread that we break
is a sharing in the body of the Lord.

Prayer after Communion
may the working of this heavenly gift, o lord, we pray,
take possession of our minds and bodies,
so that its effects, and not our own desires,
may always prevail in us.
Through Christ our lord.
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TWEnTy-fifTh SunDAy in orDinAry TiME

entrance antiphon
i am the salvation of the people, says the Lord.
Should they cry to me in any distress,
i will hear them, and i will be their Lord for ever.

Collect
o God, who founded all the commands of your sacred law
upon love of you and of our neighbor,
grant that, by keeping your precepts,
we may merit to attain eternal life.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Receive with favor, o lord, we pray,
the offerings of your people,
that what they profess with devotion and faith
may be theirs through these heavenly mysteries.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon  ps 119 (118): 4-5
you have laid down your precepts to be carefully kept;
may my ways be firm in keeping your statutes.

or:  Jn 10: 14

i am the good Shepherd, says the Lord;
i know my sheep, and mine know me.

Prayer after Communion
Graciously raise up, o lord,
those you renew with this sacrament,
that we may come to possess your redemption
both in mystery and in the manner of our life.
Through Christ our lord.



486	 	ORDINARY	TIME

TWEnTy-SiXTh SunDAy in orDinAry TiME

entrance antiphon  Dn 3: 31, 29, 30, 43, 42
all that you have done to us, o Lord,
you have done with true judgment,
for we have sinned against you
and not obeyed your commandments.
but give glory to your name
and deal with us according to the bounty of your mercy.

Collect
o God, who manifest your almighty power
above all by pardoning and showing mercy,
bestow, we pray, your grace abundantly upon us
and make those hastening to attain your promises
heirs to the treasures of heaven.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Grant us, o merciful God,
that this our offering may find acceptance with you
and that through it the wellspring of all blessing
may be laid open before us.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon  cf. ps 119 (118): 49-50
remember your word to your servant, o Lord,
by which you have given me hope.
this is my comfort when i am brought low.
or:  1 Jn 3: 16

by this we came to know the love of god:
that christ laid down his life for us;
so we ought to lay down our lives for one another.

Prayer after Communion
may this heavenly mystery, o lord,
restore us in mind and body,
that we may be coheirs in glory with Christ,
to whose suffering we are united
whenever we proclaim his Death.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.
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TWEnTy-SEVEnTh SunDAy in orDinAry TiME

entrance antiphon  cf. est 4: 17
Within your will, o Lord, all things are established,
and there is none that can resist your will.
for you have made all things, the heaven and the earth,
and all that is held within the circle of heaven;
you are the Lord of all.

Collect
almighty ever-living God,
who in the abundance of your kindness
surpass the merits and the desires of those who entreat you,
pour out your mercy upon us
to pardon what conscience dreads
and to give what prayer does not dare to ask.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
accept, o lord, we pray,
the sacrifices instituted by your commands
and, through the sacred mysteries,
which we celebrate with dutiful service,
graciously complete the sanctifying work
by which you are pleased to redeem us.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon  Lam 3: 25
the Lord is good to those who hope in him,
to the soul that seeks him.
or: cf. 1 cor 10: 17

though many, we are one bread, one body,
for we all partake of the one bread and one chalice.

Prayer after Communion
Grant us, almighty God,
that we may be refreshed and nourished
by the sacrament which we have received,
so as to be transformed into what we consume.
Through Christ our lord.



488	 	ORDINARY	TIME

TWEnTy-EighTh SunDAy in orDinAry TiME

entrance antiphon ps 130 (129): 3-4
if you, o Lord, should mark iniquities,
Lord, who could stand?
but with you is found forgiveness,
o god of israel.

Collect
may your grace, o lord, we pray,
at all times go before us and follow after
and make us always determined
to carry out good works.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
accept, o lord, the prayers of your faithful
with the sacrificial offerings,
that, through these acts of devotedness,
we may pass over to the glory of heaven.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon  cf. ps 34 (33): 11
the rich suffer want and go hungry,
but those who seek the Lord lack no blessing.

or:  1 Jn 3: 2

When the Lord appears, we shall be like him,
for we shall see him as he is.

Prayer after Communion
We entreat your majesty most humbly, o lord,
that, as you feed us with the nourishment
which comes from the most holy Body and Blood of your son,
so you may make us sharers of his divine nature.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.
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TWEnTy-ninTh SunDAy in orDinAry TiME

entrance antiphon  cf. ps 17 (16): 6, 8
to you i call; for you will surely heed me, o god;
turn your ear to me; hear my words.
guard me as the apple of your eye;
in the shadow of your wings protect me.

Collect
almighty ever-living God,
grant that we may always conform our will to yours
and serve your majesty in sincerity of heart.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Grant us, lord, we pray,
a sincere respect for your gifts,
that, through the purifying action of your grace,
we may be cleansed by the very mysteries we serve.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon cf. ps 33 (32): 18-19
behold, the eyes of the Lord
are on those who fear him,
who hope in his merciful love,
to rescue their souls from death,
to keep them alive in famine.

or:   Mk 10: 45

the Son of Man has come
to give his life as a ransom for many.

Prayer after Communion
Grant, o lord, we pray,
that, benefiting from participation in heavenly things,
we may be helped by what you give in this present age
and prepared for the gifts that are eternal.
Through Christ our lord.



490	 	ORDINARY	TIME

ThirTiETh SunDAy in orDinAry TiME

entrance antiphon cf. ps 105 (104): 3-4
Let the hearts that seek the Lord rejoice;
turn to the Lord and his strength;
constantly seek his face.

Collect
almighty ever-living God,
increase our faith, hope and charity,
and make us love what you command,
so that we may merit what you promise.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
look, we pray, o lord,
on the offerings we make to your majesty,
that whatever is done by us in your service
may be directed above all to your glory.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon  cf. ps 20 (19): 6
We will ring out our joy at your saving help
and exult in the name of our god.
or:  eph 5: 2

christ loved us and gave himself up for us,
as a fragrant offering to god.

Prayer after Communion
may your sacraments, o lord, we pray,
perfect in us what lies within them,
that what we now celebrate in signs
we may one day possess in truth.
Through Christ our lord.
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ThirTy-firST SunDAy in orDinAry TiME

entrance antiphon  cf. ps 38 (37): 22-23
forsake me not, o Lord, my god;
be not far from me!
Make haste and come to my help, 
o Lord, my strong salvation!

Collect
almighty and merciful God,
by whose gift your faithful offer you
right and praiseworthy service,
grant, we pray,
that we may hasten without stumbling
to receive the things you have promised.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
may these sacrificial offerings, o lord,
become for you a pure oblation,
and for us a holy outpouring of your mercy.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon  cf. ps 16 (15): 11
you will show me the path of life,
the fullness of joy in your presence, o Lord.
or: Jn 6: 58

Just as the living father sent me
and i have life because of the father,
so whoever feeds on me
shall have life because of me, says the Lord.

Prayer after Communion
may the working of your power, o lord,
increase in us, we pray,
so that, renewed by these heavenly sacraments,
we may be prepared by your gift
for receiving what they promise.
Through Christ our lord.



492	 	ORDINARY	TIME

ThirTy-SEConD SunDAy in orDinAry TiME

entrance antiphon  cf. ps 88 (87): 3
Let my prayer come into your presence.
incline your ear to my cry for help, o Lord.

Collect
almighty and merciful God,
graciously keep from us all adversity,
so that, unhindered in mind and body alike,
we may pursue in freedom of heart
the things that are yours.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
look with favor, we pray, o lord,
upon the sacrificial gifts offered here,
that, celebrating in mystery the Passion of your son,
we may honor it with loving devotion.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon cf. ps 23 (22): 1-2
the Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing i shall want.
fresh and green are the pastures where he gives me repose,
near restful waters he leads me.

or:  cf. Lk 24: 35

the disciples recognized the Lord Jesus in the breaking of bread.

Prayer after Communion
nourished by this sacred gift, o lord,
we give you thanks and beseech your mercy,
that, by the pouring forth of your spirit,
the grace of integrity may endure
in those your heavenly power has entered.
Through Christ our lord.
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ThirTy-ThirD SunDAy in orDinAry TiME

entrance antiphon Jer 29: 11, 12, 14
the Lord said: i think thoughts of peace and not of affliction.
you will call upon me, and i will answer you,
and i will lead back your captives from every place.

Collect
Grant us, we pray, o lord our God,
the constant gladness of being devoted to you,
for it is full and lasting happiness
to serve with constancy
the author of all that is good.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Grant, o lord, we pray,
that what we offer in the sight of your majesty
may obtain for us the grace of being devoted to you
and gain us the prize of everlasting happiness.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon  ps 73 (72): 28
to be near god is my happiness,
to place my hope in god the Lord.

or:   Mk 11: 23-24

amen, i say to you: Whatever you ask in prayer,
believe that you will receive,
and it shall be given to you, says the Lord.

Prayer after Communion
We have partaken of the gifts of this sacred mystery,
humbly imploring, o lord,
that what your son commanded us to do
in memory of him
may bring us growth in charity.
Through Christ our lord.



494	 	ORDINARY	TIME

495

ThirTy-fourTh WEEk in orDinAry TiME

on the last Sunday in ordinary time there occurs the Solemnity of our Lord Jesus christ, King of 
the universe, pp. 505-509.

entrance antiphon  cf. ps 85 (84): 9
the Lord speaks of peace to his people and his holy ones
and to those who turn to him.

Collect
stir up the will of your faithful, we pray, o lord,
that, striving more eagerly
to bring your divine work to fruitful completion,
they may receive in greater measure
the healing remedies your kindness bestows.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
accept, o lord, the sacred offerings
which at your bidding we dedicate to your name
and, in order that through these gifts
we may become worthy of your love,
grant us unfailing obedience to your commands.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon ps 117 (116): 1, 2
o praise the Lord, all you nations,
for his merciful love towards us is great.

or:  Mt 28: 20

behold, i am with you always,
even to the end of the age, says the Lord.

Prayer after Communion
We pray, almighty God,
that those to whom you give the joy
of participating in divine mysteries
may never be parted from you.
Through Christ our lord.
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THE SOLEmNITIES OF THE LORD
DURING ORDINARY TImE

First Sunday after Pentecost
ThE MoST hoLy TriniTy

Solemnity

entrance antiphon
blest be god the father,
and the only begotten Son of god,
and also the holy Spirit,
for he has shown us his merciful love.

the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is said.

Collect
God our Father, who by sending into the world
the Word of truth and the spirit of sanctification
made known to the human race your wondrous mystery,
grant us, we pray, that in professing the true faith,
we may acknowledge the Trinity of eternal glory
and adore your Unity, powerful in majesty.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

the creed is said.

Prayer over the offerings
sanctify by the invocation of your name,
we pray, o lord our God,
this oblation of our service,
and by it make of us an eternal offering to you.
Through Christ our lord.



496  THE SOLEmNITIES OF THE LORD

Preface: The mystery of the most holy Trinity.
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holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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499

text without music:

v. The lord be with you.
r. and with your spirit.

v. lift up your hearts.
r. We lift them up to the Lord.

v. let us give thanks to the lord our God.
r. it is right and just.

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God.

For with your only Begotten son and the holy spirit 
you are one God, one lord:
not in the unity of a single person,
but in a Trinity of one substance.

For what you have revealed to us of your glory
we believe equally of your son
and of the holy spirit,
so that, in the confessing of the true and eternal Godhead,
you might be adored in what is proper to each Person,
their unity in substance,
and their equality in majesty.

For this is praised by angels and archangels,
Cherubim, too, and seraphim,
who never cease to cry out each day,
as with one voice they acclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .

Communion antiphon gal 4: 6
Since you are children of god,
god has sent into your hearts the Spirit of his Son,
the Spirit who cries out: abba, father.

Prayer after Communion
may receiving this sacrament, o lord our God,
bring us health of body and soul,
as we confess your eternal holy Trinity and undivided Unity.
Through Christ our lord.
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[In the Dioceses of the United States]

Sunday after the most Holy Trinity
ThE MoST hoLy boDy
AnD bLooD of ChriST

(CORPUS CHRISTI)

Solemnity

entrance antiphon  cf. ps 81 (80): 17
he fed them with the finest wheat
and satisfied them with honey from the rock.

the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is said.

Collect
o God, who in this wonderful sacrament
have left us a memorial of your Passion,
grant us, we pray,
so to revere the sacred mysteries of your Body and Blood
that we may always experience in ourselves
the fruits of your redemption.
Who live and reign with God the Father
in the unity of the holy spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever.

the creed is said.

Prayer over the offerings
Grant your Church, o lord, we pray,
the gifts of unity and peace,
whose signs are to be seen in mystery
in the offerings we here present.
Through Christ our lord.
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Preface: The fruits of the most holy eucharist.
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holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .

text without music: preface ii or i of the Most holy eucharist, pp. 588-589.

Communion antiphon Jn 6: 57
Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood
remains in me and i in him, says the Lord.

Prayer after Communion
Grant, o lord, we pray,
that we may delight for all eternity
in that share in your divine life,
which is foreshadowed in the present age
by our reception of your precious Body and Blood.
Who live and reign for ever and ever.

it is desirable that a procession take place after the Mass in which the host to be carried in 
the procession is consecrated. however, nothing prohibits a procession from taking place 
even after a public and lengthy period of adoration following the Mass. if a procession takes 
place after Mass, when the communion of the faithful is over, the monstrance in which the 
consecrated host has been placed is set on the altar. When the prayer after communion has 
been said, the concluding rites are omitted and the procession forms.
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Friday after the Second Sunday after Pentecost
ThE MoST SACrED hEArT of JESuS

Solemnity

entrance antiphon  ps 33 (32): 11, 19
the designs of his heart are from age to age,
to rescue their souls from death,
and to keep them alive in famine.

the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is said.

Collect
Grant, we pray, almighty God,
that we, who glory in the heart of your beloved son
and recall the wonders of his love for us,
may be made worthy to receive 
an overflowing measure of grace
from that fount of heavenly gifts.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
or:

o God, who in the heart of your son,
wounded by our sins,
bestow on us in mercy 
the boundless treasures of your love,
grant, we pray,
that, in paying him the homage of our devotion,
we may also offer worthy reparation.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

the creed is said.

Prayer over the offerings
look, o lord, we pray, on the surpassing charity
in the heart of your beloved son,
that what we offer may be a gift acceptable to you
and an expiation of our offenses.
Through Christ our lord.
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Preface: The boundless charity of Christ.
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holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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505

text without music:

v. The lord be with you.
r. and with your spirit.

v. lift up your hearts.
r. We lift them up to the Lord.

v. let us give thanks to the lord our God.
r. it is right and just.

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God,
through Christ our lord.

For raised up high on the Cross,
he gave himself up for us with a wonderful love
and poured out blood and water from his pierced side,
the wellspring of the Church’s sacraments,
so that, won over to the open heart of the savior,
all might draw water joyfully from the springs of salvation.

and so, with all the angels and saints,
we praise you, as without end we acclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .

Communion antiphon cf. Jn 7: 37-38
thus says the Lord:
Let whoever is thirsty come to me and drink.
Streams of living water will flow
from within the one who believes in me.

or:  Jn 19: 34

one of the soldiers opened his side with a lance,
and at once there came forth blood and water.

Prayer after Communion
may this sacrament of charity, o lord,
make us fervent with the fire of holy love,
so that, drawn always to your son,
we may learn to see him in our neighbor.
Through Christ our lord.
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Last Sunday in Ordinary Time
our LorD JESuS ChriST,
king of ThE uniVErSE

Solemnity

entrance antiphon  rev 5: 12; 1: 6
how worthy is the Lamb who was slain,
to receive power and divinity,
and wisdom and strength and honor.
to him belong glory and power for ever and ever.

the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is said.

Collect
almighty ever-living God,
whose will is to restore all things
in your beloved son, the King of the universe,
grant, we pray,
that the whole creation, set free from slavery,
may render your majesty service
and ceaselessly proclaim your praise.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

the creed is said.

Prayer over the offerings
as we offer you, o lord, the sacrifice
by which the human race is reconciled to you,
we humbly pray
that your son himself may bestow on all nations
the gifts of unity and peace.
Through Christ our lord.
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Preface: Christ, King of the Universe.
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holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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text without music:

v. The lord be with you.
r. and with your spirit.

v. lift up your hearts.
r. We lift them up to the Lord.

v. let us give thanks to the lord our God.
r. it is right and just.

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God.

For you anointed your only Begotten son,
our lord Jesus Christ, with the oil of gladness
as eternal Priest and King of all creation,
so that, by offering himself on the altar of the Cross
as a spotless sacrifice to bring us peace,
he might accomplish the mysteries of human redemption
and, making all created things subject to his rule,
he might present to the immensity of your majesty
an eternal and universal kingdom,
a kingdom of truth and life,
a kingdom of holiness and grace,
a kingdom of justice, love and peace.

and so, with angels and archangels,
with Thrones and Dominions,
and with all the hosts and Powers of heaven,
we sing the hymn of your glory,
as without end we acclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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Communion antiphon  ps 29 (28): 10-11
the Lord sits as King for ever.
the Lord will bless his people with peace.

Prayer after Communion
having received the food of immortality,
we ask, o lord,
that, glorying in obedience
to the commands of Christ, the King of the universe,
we may live with him eternally in his heavenly Kingdom.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.
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ThE inTroDuCTory riTES

1. When the people are gathered, the priest approaches the altar with the ministers while the 
entrance chant is sung.

When he has arrived at the altar, after making a profound bow with the ministers, the 
priest venerates the altar with a kiss and, if appropriate, incenses the cross and the altar. 
then, with the ministers, he goes to the chair.

When the entrance chant is concluded, the priest and the faithful, standing, sign 
themselves with the Sign of the cross, while the priest, facing the people, says:

& œ
��������������������������������������������

á œ œ œ á
������������������������


œ œ œœ œ

in the name of the Father, and of the son, and of the holy spirit.

 the people reply:

& œ
������

œœ

amen.
2. then the priest, extending his hands, greets the people, saying:

& œ
����������������������������������

á á
����������
�����	��

œ œ
������������

á

& á
�����������������������������

œ œ œ œ œ
����������������

œ œ œ

The grace of our lord Jesus Christ,
and the love of God,
and the communion of the holy spirit
be with you all.
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 or:

& á
���������������������������������������������

œ œ œ œ á
�������������������

œ œ

& œ

��	���

Grace to you and peace from God our Father 
and the lord Jesus Christ.

 or:

& œ
���������������������

œ œ œ œ

The lord be with you.

 the people reply:

& œ
����������������������

œ œ œ œ

and with your spirit.

 in this first greeting a bishop, instead of the Lord be with you, says:

& œ
������������������

œ œ œ

Peace be with you.

3. the priest, or a Deacon or another minister, may very briefly introduce the faithful to the 
Mass of the day.
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Penitential Act*

4. then follows the penitential act, to which the priest invites the faithful, saying:

& á á œ œ

& á œ œ œ œ œ

Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us acknowledge our sins,
and so prepare ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.

 a brief pause for silence follows. then all recite together the formula of general confession:

I confess to almighty God
and to you, my brothers and sisters,

that i have greatly sinned,
in my thoughts and in my words,
in what i have done and in what i have failed to do,

 and, striking their breast, they say:

through my fault, through my fault,
through my most grievous fault;

 then they continue:

therefore i ask blessed mary ever-Virgin,
all the angels and saints,
and you, my brothers and sisters,
to pray for me to the lord our God.

 the absolution by the priest follows:

& œ
����������������������������������

á á

������������������

œ

& œ
����	�����������������������������
��

á œ œ œœ

may almighty God have mercy on us,
forgive us our sins,
and bring us to everlasting life.

 

* From time to time on Sundays, especially in Easter Time, instead of the customary Penitential Act, the blessing and sprinkling 
of water may take place (as in Appendix II, pp. 1453-1456) as a reminder of Baptism.
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 the people reply:

& œ
������

œœ

amen.

 or:

5. the priest invites the faithful to make the penitential act: 

& á á œ œ

& á œ œ œ œ œ

Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us acknowledge our sins,
and so prepare ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.

 a brief pause for silence follows.

 the priest then says:

& á
���������������������������

œ œ œ

have mercy on us, o lord.

 the people reply:

& á
���������������������������������

œ œ œ œ

for we have sinned against you.

 the priest:

& á
��������������������������������

œ œ œ œ

show us, o lord, your mercy.
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 the people:

& á
�������������������������������

œ œ œ œ

and grant us your salvation.

 the absolution by the priest follows:

& œ
����������������������������������

á á

������������������

œ

& œ
����	�����������������������������
��

á œ œ œœ

may almighty God have mercy on us,
forgive us our sins,
and bring us to everlasting life.

 the people reply:

& œ
������

œœ

amen.

 or:

6. the priest invites the faithful to make the penitential act:

& á á œ œ

& á œ œ œ œ œ

Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us acknowledge our sins,
and so prepare ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.

 a brief pause for silence follows.
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 the priest, or a Deacon or another minister, then says the following or other invocations* 
with Kyrie, eleison (Lord, have mercy):

& œ
���������������������������������������������

œ á œ

& œœ
�������������������

œ œ œ
 

or:
  

& á
������������������������

œ œœ œ œ

 the people reply:

& œœ
�������������������

œ œ œ
 

or:
  

& á
������������������������

œ œœ œ œ

 the priest:

& œ
��������������������������

œ á œ œ

& œœ
���������������������

œ œ œ
 

or:
  

& á
�������������������������

œ œœ œ œ

 the people:

& œœ
���������������������

œ œ œ
 

or:
  

& á
�������������������������

œ œœ œ œ

 the priest:

& œ
����������������������������������������������������������������������

œ á œ œ œ

& œœ
�������������������

œ œ œ
 

or:
  

& á
������������������������

œ œœ œ œ

 the people:

& œœ
�������������������

œ œ œ
 

or:
  

& á
������������������������

œ œœ œ œ

*  Sample invocations are found in Appendix VI, pp. 1474-1480.
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 the absolution by the priest follows:

& œ
����������������������������������

á á

������������������

œ

& œ
����	�����������������������������
��

á œ œ œœ

 the people reply:

& œ
������

œœ

 the priest, or a Deacon or another minister, then says the following or other invocations* 
with Kyrie, eleison (Lord, have mercy):

You were sent to heal the contrite of heart:
lord, have mercy. or: Kyrie, eleison.

 the people reply:

Lord, have mercy. or: Kyrie, eleison.

 the priest:

You came to call sinners:
Christ, have mercy. or: Christe, eleison.

 the people:

christ, have mercy. or: christe, eleison.

 the priest:

You are seated at the right hand of the Father to intercede for us:
lord, have mercy. or: Kyrie, eleison.

 the people:

Lord, have mercy. or: Kyrie, eleison.

 the absolution by the priest follows:

may almighty God have mercy on us,
forgive us our sins,
and bring us to everlasting life.

 the people reply:

amen.

*  Sample invocations are found in Appendix VI, pp. 1474-1480.
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7. the Kyrie, eleison (Lord, have mercy) invocations follow, unless they have just occurred in 
a formula of the penitential act.

& œœœœ œ œœ œ œœœœ œ œœ œ

& œœ œœ œœ œ œœ œœ œœ œ

& œœœœ œ œœ œ œœœœ œ œœ œ

v. lord, have mercy. r. Lord, have mercy.
v. Christ, have mercy. r. christ, have mercy.
v. lord, have mercy. r. Lord, have mercy.

 or:

& œ œœ œœ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œœ œ œ œ œ

& œ œœ œ œ œœ œ œœ œ œ œœ

& œ œœ œœ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œœ œ œ œ œ

& œ œœ œœ œ œœ œ œ œœ œœœ

v. Kyrie, eleison.  r. Kyrie, eleison.
v. Christe, eleison.  r. christe, eleison.
v. Kyrie, eleison.  r. Kyrie, eleison.
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8. then, when it is prescribed, this hymn is either sung or said:

& œ
�������������������������������

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

& œ
�����������������

œ œœ œ œ
������������������������


œ œ œ œ œ

& œ
	�������������

œœ œ œ
�������������

œœ œ œ
��������������

œ œœ œ œ
�����������������

œ œ œ œ

& œ
�������������������������������������������

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

& œ
���������������������������

œœ œ œ œ œ œ
���������������������
������	

œ œ œ œ œ œ

& œ
�������������������

œ œ œ œ
���������������������

œ œ œ œ œ

& œ
������������������������

œ œ œ œ œ
�����������
�������

œ œ œ œ

& œ
��������������������������������������

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
������������������

œ œ œ œ

& œ
��������������������������������������

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
��������������������

œœ œ œ

& œ
������������������������������������������
�������

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
�����������������	

œ œ œ œ

& œ

��������������������������������

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
�������������������������

œ œ œ œ œ

& œ
�������������������� ���������

œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ
��������������

œ œœœ œ
������������������������

œ œ œ œ œ

& œ
���������������������������
������������	

œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œœ œ œœœœ œœ
��������������	

œœ
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Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.

We praise you,
we bless you,
we adore you,
we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
lord God, heavenly King,
o God, almighty Father. 

lord Jesus Christ, only Begotten son,
lord God, lamb of God, son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,
 have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,
 receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,
 have mercy on us.

For you alone are the holy one,
you alone are the lord,
you alone are the most high,
Jesus Christ,
with the holy spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
amen.

9. When this hymn is concluded, the priest, with hands joined, says:

let us pray.

 and all pray in silence with the priest for a while.

 then the priest, with hands extended, says the collect prayer, at the end of which the people 
acclaim:

amen.
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ThE LiTurgy of ThE WorD
10. then the reader goes to the ambo and reads the first reading, while all sit and listen.

 to indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims:

& á
����������������������

œ

the word of the Lord.

 all reply:

& á
������������������

œ

thanks be to god.
11. the psalmist or cantor sings or says the psalm, with the people making the response.

12. after this, if there is to be a Second reading, a reader reads it from the ambo, as above.

 to indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims:

& á
����������������������

œ

the word of the Lord.

 all reply:

& á
������������������

œ

thanks be to god.
13. there follows the alleluia or another chant laid down by the rubrics, as the liturgical time 

requires. 

14. Meanwhile, if incense is used, the priest puts some into the thurible. after this, the Deacon 
who is to proclaim the gospel, bowing profoundly before the priest, asks for the blessing, 
saying in a low voice:

Your blessing, Father.

 the priest says in a low voice:

may the lord be in your heart and on your lips,
that you may proclaim his Gospel worthily and well,
in the name of the Father, and of the son, X and of the holy spirit.

 the Deacon signs himself with the Sign of the cross and replies:

amen.
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 if, however, a Deacon is not present, the priest, bowing before the altar, says quietly:

Cleanse my heart and my lips, almighty God,
that i may worthily proclaim your holy Gospel.

15. the Deacon, or the priest, then proceeds to the ambo, accompanied, if appropriate, by 
ministers with incense and candles. there he says:

& œ
���������������������

œ œ œ œ

The lord be with you.

 the people reply:

& œ
����������������������

œ œ œ œ

and with your spirit.

 the Deacon, or the priest:

& á œ œ œ

a reading from the holy Gospel according to n.

 and, at the same time, he makes the Sign of the cross on the book and on his forehead, lips, 
and breast.

 the people acclaim:

& á
����������������������

œ œ

glory to you, o Lord.

 then the Deacon, or the priest, incenses the book, if incense is used, and proclaims the gospel.

16. at the end of the gospel, the Deacon, or the priest, acclaims:

& á
������������������������

œ œ

The Gospel of the lord.
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 all reply:

& á
�����������������������������������

œ œ œ

praise to you, Lord Jesus christ.

 then he kisses the book, saying quietly:

Through the words of the Gospel
may our sins be wiped away.

17. then follows the homily, which is to be preached by a priest or Deacon on all Sundays and 
holydays of obligation; on other days, it is recommended. 

18. at the end of the homily, the Symbol or profession of faith or creed, when prescribed, is 
either sung or said: 

& œ œ œœ œ œ œ œœ b œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

& œ œ œ œœ œœ œœ b œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ b á œ œ œœ

& œ œ œ œ œ á œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

& œ œ œœœ œ œ œ œ œ œœ b œ œ œ œ

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ b œ œœ œœ œ

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ b œ œ œ

& œ œ œœ b œ œœ œ

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ b œ œ œ œ œ œœ b
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& œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ b œ œ œ œ œ œœ b

& á œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ

& œœ b
��������������������������������������

á œ œ œ œ œ
���������������������������

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

& œœ b
�����������������������������������
�����	�������

á œ œ œ œ œ
������������������

œ œ œ œ

& œ
���������

œ œ œœ b
����������������������������������

á œ œ œ œ
��������������������

œ á

& œ
������������

œ œ

& œ
���������������������������������

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ b
������������������������
���
��

á œ œ œ œ œ
���

& œ
����������
��������	�������������������

á œ œ œ œ
�������������	����������

œ œ œ œ œ

& œ
�������

œœ œœ b
����������������������������

á œœ œ œ œ
���������������������������

œ á œ œ

& œ
����������

œ œ
���������������������������������������

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ b
�����������������

œ œ œ œ

& œ
�������

œ
������
����������������

œ œ œ œ œ œ

��������
����������������
�����

œ œ œ œ œ œ

& œ
�����������
���������������������������������
���������

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
����������
�

œ œ

& œ
�
���������������������

œ œœœ b œ œ œœ œœ œœ œœ
���������������������

œœ
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 an alternate musical setting of the creed may be found in appendix i, pp. 1439-1441.

I believe in one God,
the Father almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.

i believe in one lord Jesus Christ,
the only Begotten son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, light from light, 
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,

 at the words that follow, up to and including and became man, all bow.

and by the holy spirit was incarnate of the Virgin mary,
and became man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate,
he suffered death and was buried,  
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the scriptures.
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
he will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.

i believe in the holy spirit, the lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the son,
who with the Father and the son is adored and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

i believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.
i confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins
and i look forward to the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. amen.
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19. instead of the Niceno-constantinopolitan creed, especially during Lent and easter time, the 
baptismal Symbol of the roman church, known as the apostles’ creed, may be used.

I believe in God,
the Father almighty,

Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, his only son, our lord,

 at the words that follow, up to and including the virgin Mary, all bow.

who was conceived by the holy spirit,
born of the Virgin mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty;
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

i believe in the holy spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting. amen.

20. then follows the universal prayer, that is, the prayer of the faithful or bidding prayers.
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The Liturgy of the Eucharist

21. When all this has been done, the offertory chant begins. Meanwhile, the ministers place the 
corporal, the purificator, the chalice, the pall, and the Missal on the altar.

22. it is desirable that the faithful express their participation by making an offering, bringing 
forward bread and wine for the celebration of the eucharist and perhaps other gifts to relieve 
the needs of the church and of the poor.

23. the priest, standing at the altar, takes the paten with the bread and holds it slightly raised 
above the altar with both hands, saying in a low voice:

Blessed are you, lord God of all creation,
for through your goodness we have received
the bread we offer you:
fruit of the earth and work of human hands,
it will become for us the bread of life.

 then he places the paten with the bread on the corporal.

 if, however, the offertory chant is not sung, the priest may speak these words aloud; at the 
end, the people may acclaim:

blessed be god for ever.
24. the Deacon, or the priest, pours wine and a little water into the chalice, saying quietly:

By the mystery of this water and wine
may we come to share in the divinity of Christ
who humbled himself to share in our humanity.

25. the priest then takes the chalice and holds it slightly raised above the altar with both hands, 
saying in a low voice:

Blessed are you, lord God of all creation,
for through your goodness we have received
the wine we offer you:
fruit of the vine and work of human hands,
it will become our spiritual drink.

 then he places the chalice on the corporal.

 if, however, the offertory chant is not sung, the priest may speak these words aloud; at the 
end, the people may acclaim:

blessed be god for ever.
26. after this, the priest, bowing profoundly, says quietly:

With humble spirit and contrite heart 
may we be accepted by you, o lord,
and may our sacrifice in your sight this day
be pleasing to you, lord God.
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531

27. if appropriate, he also incenses the offerings, the cross, and the altar. a Deacon or other 
minister then incenses the priest and the people.

28. then the priest, standing at the side of the altar, washes his hands, saying quietly:

Wash me, o lord, from my iniquity
and cleanse me from my sin.

29. Standing at the middle of the altar, facing the people, extending and then joining his hands, 
he says:

& á á

& á œ œ œ œ

Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters),
that my sacrifice and yours
may be acceptable to God,
the almighty Father.

 the people rise and reply:

& á
�����������������������������������������������

á
�������������

& á
������������������
�	

œ œ
�����������

á á
����������������������

& œ
�������������

œ œ

May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands
for the praise and glory of his name,
for our good
and the good of all his holy church.

30. then the priest, with hands extended, says the prayer over the offerings, at the end of which 
the people acclaim:

amen.



531

The eUChaRIsTIC pRayeR

31. then the priest begins the eucharistic prayer.

& œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ

& œœ œœ œ œœ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œœ

 extending his hands, he says:

The lord be with you.

 the people reply:

and with your spirit.

 the priest, raising his hands, continues:

lift up your hearts.

 the people:

We lift them up to the Lord.

 the priest, with hands extended, adds:

let us give thanks to the lord our God.

 the people:

it is right and just.

 the priest, with hands extended, continues the preface.
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 at the end of the preface he joins his hands and concludes the preface with the people, 
singing or saying aloud:

& œ
�������

œœ œ
�������

œœ œ
������������������������

œ œœ œ œ œ œ
���������������������

œ œ œœ œ

& œ
�������������
������

œ œ œ œ œ
�����������	�������	
������

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
���������	�����

œ œ œœ

& œ
����������	�����������������������

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
�����������	�������	
������

œœ œ œ œ œœ œœ

Holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts.
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the lord.
hosanna in the highest.

 or:

& œ
���������

œœ œ
���������

œœ œ
�������������������������������������

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

& œ
�
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����������������
�����������������

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
�������������������
�����

œ œ œ œ œ œ

& œ
�����������������������������������������������

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
�������������

œœ œ œ

& œ
�����
�������

œœ œœ

32. in all Masses, the priest celebrant is permitted to sing parts of the eucharistic prayer provided 
with musical notation below, pp. 693ff., especially the principal parts.

 in eucharistic prayer i, the roman canon, the words included in brackets may be omitted.
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pRefaCe I Of aDVeNT

The two comings of Christ

33. the following preface is said in Masses of advent from the first Sunday of advent to 
December 16 and in other Masses that are celebrated in advent and have no proper preface.

& œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ

& œœ œœ œ œœ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œœ

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God,
through Christ our lord.

For he assumed at his first coming
the lowliness of human flesh,
and so fulfilled the design you formed long ago,
and opened for us the way to eternal salvation,
that, when he comes again in glory and majesty
and all is at last made manifest,
we who watch for that day
may inherit the great promise
in which now we dare to hope.

and so, with angels and archangels,
with Thrones and Dominions,
and with all the hosts and Powers of heaven,
we sing the hymn of your glory,
as without end we acclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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& œ
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œœ œœ
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�������������
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á œ œ œ œœ œ œ
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á œœ œ œœ œ œ á
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œ œ œ

& á
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���
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œ œ œ œœ œ
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á œ œ œ œœ œ á
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& á
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œ ¿ œ œ á
��������������������������� 

œœ œœ œ œ

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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pRefaCe II Of aDVeNT

The twofold expectation of Christ

34. the following preface is said in Masses of advent from December 17 to December 24 and in 
other Masses that are celebrated in advent and have no proper preface.

& œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ

& œœ œœ œ œœ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œœ

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God,
through Christ our lord.

For all the oracles of the prophets foretold him,
the Virgin mother longed for him
with love beyond all telling,
John the Baptist sang of his coming
and proclaimed his presence when he came.

it is by his gift that already we rejoice
at the mystery of his nativity,
so that he may find us watchful in prayer
and exultant in his praise.

and so, with angels and archangels,
with Thrones and Dominions,
and with all the hosts and Powers of heaven,
we sing the hymn of your glory,
as without end we acclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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& œ
���������������������������

á á
�����������������������������

œ œ œœ œ œ
�����������

á
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á
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á
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œ œ œœ œ œ
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œœ œ œœ œ á
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œ œ œ œ
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œ œ œ œ á
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œ œœ œœ œ œ œ
���

& á
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œ
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œ œ œ œœ œ

& œ
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á œ œ œ œœ œ á
����������������

& á
������������������

œ ¿ œ œ á
����������������������������

œœ œœ œ œ

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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pRefaCe I Of The NaTIVITy Of The lORD

Christ the Light

35. the following preface is said in Masses of the Nativity of the Lord and of its octave Day, 
and within the octave, even in Masses that otherwise might have a proper preface, with the 
exception of Masses that have a proper preface concerning the divine mysteries or divine 
persons. it is also used on weekdays of christmas time.

& œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ

& œœ œœ œ œœ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œœ

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God.

For in the mystery of the Word made flesh
a new light of your glory has shone upon the eyes of our mind,
so that, as we recognize in him God made visible,
we may be caught up through him in love of things invisible.

and so, with angels and archangels,
with Thrones and Dominions,
and with all the hosts and Powers of heaven,
we sing the hymn of your glory,
as without end we acclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .

 When the roman canon is used, there is a proper communicantes, p. 637. at the vigil Mass 
and the Mass during the Night of the Nativity of the Lord: celebrating the most sacred 
night, etc., is said, while celebrating the most sacred day, etc., is then said throughout the 
octave of the Nativity of the Lord.
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á
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���������������������������

œœ œœ œ œ

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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pRefaCe II Of The NaTIVITy Of The lORD

The restoration of all things in the Incarnation

36. the following preface is said in Masses of the Nativity of the Lord and of its octave Day, 
and within the octave, even in Masses that otherwise might have a proper preface, with the 
exception of Masses that have a proper preface concerning the divine mysteries or divine 
persons. it is also used on weekdays of christmas time.

& œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ

& œœ œœ œ œœ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œœ

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God,
through Christ our lord.

For on the feast of this awe-filled mystery,
though invisible in his own divine nature,
he has appeared visibly in ours;
and begotten before all ages, 
he has begun to exist in time;
so that, raising up in himself all that was cast down,
he might restore unity to all creation
and call straying humanity back to the heavenly Kingdom.

and so, with all the angels, we praise you,
as in joyful celebration we acclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .

 When the roman canon is used, there is a proper communicantes, p. 637. at the vigil Mass 
and the Mass during the Night of the Nativity of the Lord: celebrating the most sacred 
night, etc., is said, while celebrating the most sacred day, etc., is then said throughout the 
octave of the Nativity of the Lord.
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œ œœ œ œ

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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pRefaCe III Of The NaTIVITy Of The lORD

The exchange in the Incarnation of the Word

37. the following preface is said in Masses of the Nativity of the Lord and of its octave Day, 
and within the octave, even in Masses that otherwise might have a proper preface, with the 
exception of Masses that have a proper preface concerning the divine mysteries or divine 
persons. it is also used on weekdays of christmas time.

& œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ

& œœ œœ œ œœ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œœ

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God,
through Christ our lord.

For through him the holy exchange that restores our life
has shone forth today in splendor:
when our frailty is assumed by your Word
not only does human mortality receive unending honor
but by this wondrous union we, too, are made eternal.

and so, in company with the choirs of angels,
we praise you, and with joy we proclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .

 When the roman canon is used, there is a proper communicantes, p. 637. at the vigil Mass 
and the Mass during the Night of the Nativity of the Lord: celebrating the most sacred 
night, etc., is said, while celebrating the most sacred day, etc., is then said throughout the 
octave of the Nativity of the Lord.
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œœ œœ
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œ

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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pRefaCe Of The epIphaNy Of The lORD

Christ the light of the nations

38. the following preface is said in Masses of the Solemnity of the epiphany. this preface, or 
one of the prefaces of the Nativity, may be said even on days after the epiphany up to the 
Saturday that precedes the feast of the baptism of the Lord.

& œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ

& œœ œœ œ œœ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œœ

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God.

For today you have revealed the mystery
of our salvation in Christ
as a light for the nations,
and, when he appeared in our mortal nature,
you made us new by the glory of his immortal nature.

and so, with angels and archangels,
with Thrones and Dominions,
and with all the hosts and Powers of heaven,
we sing the hymn of your glory,
as without end we acclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .

 When the roman canon is used on the Solemnity of the epiphany, there is a proper 
communicantes, p. 637.
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holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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pRefaCe I Of leNT

The spiritual meaning of Lent

39. the following preface is said in Masses of Lent, especially on Sundays when a more specific 
preface is not prescribed.

& œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ

& œœ œœ œ œœ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œœ

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God,
through Christ our lord.

For by your gracious gift each year
your faithful await the sacred paschal feasts
with the joy of minds made pure,
so that, more eagerly intent on prayer
and on the works of charity,
and participating in the mysteries
by which they have been reborn,
they may be led to the fullness of grace
that you bestow on your sons and daughters.

and so, with angels and archangels,
with Thrones and Dominions,
and with all the hosts and Powers of heaven,
we sing the hymn of your glory,
as without end we acclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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pRefaCe II Of leNT

Spiritual penance

40. the following preface is said in Masses of Lent, especially on Sundays when a more specific 
preface is not prescribed.

& œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ

& œœ œœ œ œœ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œœ

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God.

For you have given your children a sacred time
for the renewing and purifying of their hearts,
that, freed from disordered affections,
they may so deal with the things of this passing world
as to hold rather to the things that eternally endure.

and so, with all the angels and saints,
we praise you, as without end we acclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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pRefaCe III Of leNT

The fruits of abstinence

41. the following preface is said in Masses of the weekdays of Lent and on days of fasting.

& œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ

& œœ œœ œ œœ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œœ

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God.

For you will that our self-denial should give you thanks,
humble our sinful pride,
contribute to the feeding of the poor,
and so help us imitate you in your kindness.

and so we glorify you with countless angels,
as with one voice of praise we acclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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pRefaCe IV Of leNT

The fruits of fasting

42. the following preface is said in Masses of the weekdays of Lent and on days of fasting.

& œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ

& œœ œœ œ œœ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œœ

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God.

For through bodily fasting you restrain our faults,
raise up our minds,
and bestow both virtue and its rewards,
through Christ our lord.

Through him the angels praise your majesty,
Dominions adore and Powers tremble before you.
heaven and the Virtues of heaven and the blessed seraphim
worship together with exultation.
may our voices, we pray, join with theirs
in humble praise, as we acclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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pRefaCe I Of The passION Of The lORD

The power of the Cross

43. the following preface is said during the fifth Week of Lent and in Masses of the mysteries of 
the cross and passion of the Lord.

& œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ

& œœ œœ œ œœ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œœ

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God.

For through the saving Passion of your son
the whole world has received a heart
to confess the infinite power of your majesty,
since by the wondrous power of the Cross
your judgment on the world is now revealed
and the authority of Christ crucified.

and so, lord, with all the angels and saints,
we, too, give you thanks, as in exultation we acclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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œ œ œœ œ œ

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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pRefaCe II Of The passION Of The lORD

The victory of the Passion

44. the following preface is said on Monday, tuesday, and Wednesday of holy Week.

& œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ

& œœ œœ œ œœ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œœ

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God,
through Christ our lord.
For the days of his saving Passion
and glorious Resurrection are approaching,
by which the pride of the ancient foe is vanquished
and the mystery of our redemption in Christ is celebrated.

Through him the host of angels adores your majesty
and rejoices in your presence for ever.
may our voices, we pray, join with theirs
in one chorus of exultant praise, as we acclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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pRefaCe I Of easTeR

The Paschal mystery

45. the following preface is said during easter time.

 at the easter vigil, is said on this night; on easter Sunday and throughout the octave of 
easter, is said on this day; on other days of easter time, is said in this time.

& œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ

& œœ œœ œ œœ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œœ

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
at all times to acclaim you, o lord,

but (on this night / on this day / in this time) above all
to laud you yet more gloriously,
when Christ our Passover has been sacrificed.

For he is the true lamb
who has taken away the sins of the world;
by dying he has destroyed our death,
and by rising, restored our life.

Therefore, overcome with paschal joy,
every land, every people exults in your praise
and even the heavenly Powers, with the angelic hosts,
sing together the unending hymn of your glory,
as they acclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .

 When the roman canon is used, there is a proper communicantes and a proper hanc igitur, 
as below, p. 637. in the communicantes at the easter vigil, celebrating the most sacred 
night, etc. is said.
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holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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pRefaCe II Of easTeR

New life in Christ

46. the following preface is said during easter time.

& œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ

& œœ œœ œ œœ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œœ

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
at all times to acclaim you, o lord,

but in this time above all to laud you yet more gloriously,
when Christ our Passover has been sacrificed.

Through him the children of light rise to eternal life
and the halls of the heavenly Kingdom
are thrown open to the faithful;
for his Death is our ransom from death,
and in his rising the life of all has risen.

Therefore, overcome with paschal joy,
every land, every people exults in your praise
and even the heavenly Powers, with the angelic hosts,
sing together the unending hymn of your glory,
as they acclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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pRefaCe III Of easTeR

Christ living and always interceding for us

47. the following preface is said during easter time.

& œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ

& œœ œœ œ œœ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œœ

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
at all times to acclaim you, o lord,

but in this time above all to laud you yet more gloriously,
when Christ our Passover has been sacrificed.

he never ceases to offer himself for us
but defends us and ever pleads our cause before you:
he is the sacrificial Victim who dies no more,
the lamb, once slain, who lives for ever.

Therefore, overcome with paschal joy,
every land, every people exults in your praise
and even the heavenly Powers, with the angelic hosts,
sing together the unending hymn of your glory,
as they acclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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pRefaCe IV Of easTeR

The restoration of the universe through the Paschal mystery

48. the following preface is said during easter time.

& œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ

& œœ œœ œ œœ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œœ

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
at all times to acclaim you, o lord,

but in this time above all to laud you yet more gloriously,
when Christ our Passover has been sacrificed.

For, with the old order destroyed,
a universe cast down is renewed,
and integrity of life is restored to us in Christ.

Therefore, overcome with paschal joy,
every land, every people exults in your praise
and even the heavenly Powers, with the angelic hosts,
sing together the unending hymn of your glory,
as they acclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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pRefaCe V Of easTeR

christ, priest and victim

49. the following preface is said during easter time.

& œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ

& œœ œœ œ œœ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œœ

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
at all times to acclaim you, o lord,

but in this time above all to laud you yet more gloriously,
when Christ our Passover has been sacrificed.

By the oblation of his Body,
he brought the sacrifices of old to fulfillment
in the reality of the Cross
and, by commending himself to you for our salvation,
showed himself the Priest, the altar, and the lamb of sacrifice.

Therefore, overcome with paschal joy,
every land, every people exults in your praise
and even the heavenly Powers, with the angelic hosts,
sing together the unending hymn of your glory,
as they acclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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pRefaCe I Of The asCeNsION Of The lORD

The mystery of the Ascension

50. the following preface is said on the day of the ascension of the Lord. it may be said on the 
days between the ascension and pentecost in all Masses that have no proper preface.

& œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ

& œœ œœ œ œœ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œœ

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God.
For the lord Jesus, the King of glory,
conqueror of sin and death,
ascended (today) to the highest heavens,
as the angels gazed in wonder.

mediator between God and man,
judge of the world and lord of hosts,
he ascended, not to distance himself from our lowly state
but that we, his members, might be confident of following
where he, our head and Founder, has gone before.

Therefore, overcome with paschal joy,
every land, every people exults in your praise
and even the heavenly Powers, with the angelic hosts,
sing together the unending hymn of your glory,
as they acclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
When the roman canon is used on the ascension, there is a proper communicantes, p. 637. 
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& œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ

& œœ œœ œ œœ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œœ

& œ á á œ œ œœ œ œ á

& á œœ œ œ œ á

& œœ œ œ œ á á

& œœ œ œ á œ œ œ œ á

& œ œœ œœ œ œœ œ œ á œœ œ œ

& œ á œœ œ œ œ á

& á œœ œ œ á

& á œ œ œ á œœ œœ

& œ
��������

œ œœ
�����������

œ œ
�����������������������
�	�

á œœ œ œ á
����	�����

& œ
�����	������������������������	���������

œ œ œ œ œœ œœ œ œ œ
������������������	

á

& á
�������

á
��������������������������

œœ œ œ á
����������������������������	��

& á
���	������������	�

œ ¿ œ œ œœ
������	��������

œœ œ œ

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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pRefaCe II Of The asCeNsION Of The lORD

The mystery of the Ascension

51. the following preface is said on the day of the ascension of the Lord. it may be said on the 
days between the ascension and pentecost in all Masses that have no proper preface.

& œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ

& œœ œœ œ œœ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œœ

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God,
through Christ our lord.

For after his Resurrection
he plainly appeared to all his disciples
and was taken up to heaven in their sight,
that he might make us sharers in his divinity.

Therefore, overcome with paschal joy,
every land, every people exults in your praise
and even the heavenly Powers, with the angelic hosts,
sing together the unending hymn of your glory,
as they acclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .

 When the roman canon is used on the ascension, there is a proper communicantes, p. 637.
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& œ
���������������������������

á á
�����������������������������

œ œ œœ œ œ
�����������

á

& á
��������������������������
��

œœ œ œ œ
	���������������������������������

á

& œœ
�������������

œ œ œœ
�������������������	�����

œœ œ œ œ
��������������������������

á

& á
���������������������������������������������

œ œ œ œœ œ œ
����������
��������

á

& á
����������������������

œ œ œ á
�����������������
�����������������������

œ œ œ œ œœ œœ

& œ
���������������

œœ œ œ œœ
�����������

œ œ
����������������������������

á œœ œ œ á
����������

& œ
����������������������������������������

œ œ œ œ œœ œœ œ œ œ
�������������������

á

& á
�������

á
���������������������������

œœ œ œ á
�������������������������������

& á
������������������

œ ¿ œ œ œœ
������������������

œœ œ œ

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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pRefaCe I Of The sUNDays IN ORDINaRy TIme

The Paschal mystery and the People of God

52. the following preface is said on Sundays in ordinary time.

& œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ

& œœ œœ œ œœ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œœ

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God,
through Christ our lord.

For through his Paschal mystery,
he accomplished the marvelous deed,
by which he has freed us from the yoke of sin and death,
summoning us to the glory of being now called
a chosen race, a royal priesthood,
a holy nation, a people for your own possession,
to proclaim everywhere your mighty works,
for you have called us out of darkness
into your own wonderful light.

and so, with angels and archangels,
with Thrones and Dominions,
and with all the hosts and Powers of heaven,
we sing the hymn of your glory,
as without end we acclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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& œ
���������������������������

á á
�����������������������������

œ œ œœ œ œ
�����������

á

& á
��������������������������
��

œœ œ œ œ
	���������������������������������

á

& œœ
�������������

œ œ œœ
�������������������	�����

œœ œ œ œ
�����������������������

á

& á
��������

á
�������������������������������������

œ œ œ œ œ
���������������

á

& á
��������������������
��������������������

œœ œ œ œ
�������������������������

á

& á
�������������������������

œ œ œ œ œ
����������������������������������

á á
������

& á
��������������������������������������������

œœ œ œœ œ œ
�����������������

á

& á
������������������������
��

œœ œ œ á
���������������������������������
�����

œ œ œ œ

& á
�������������������������������������

œœ œ œ œ œ œ
�����������������������������

á

& á
��������

œ
������������������������������

œ œ œ œœ œ œ
���������������������������

á

& œ
������������������

œ œ œœ œ á
�����������������������������������

œ ¿ œ œ á
����������

& œœ
����������������

œœ œ œ

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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pRefaCe II Of The sUNDays IN ORDINaRy TIme

The mystery of salvation

53. the following preface is said on Sundays in ordinary time.

& œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ

& œœ œœ œ œœ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œœ

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God,
through Christ our lord.

For out of compassion for the waywardness that is ours,
he humbled himself and was born of the Virgin;
by the passion of the Cross he freed us from unending death,
and by rising from the dead he gave us life eternal.

and so, with angels and archangels,
with Thrones and Dominions,
and with all the hosts and Powers of heaven,
we sing the hymn of your glory,
as without end we acclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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& œ
���������������������������

á á
�����������������������������

œ œ œœ œ œ
�����������

á

& á
��������������������������
��

œœ œ œ œ
	���������������������������������

á

& œœ
�������������

œ œ œœ
�������������������	�����

œœ œ œ œ
�������������������������

á

& á
������������������������������

œ œ œ á
����������������������

œ œ œ á
�������

& œœ
��������������������

œœ œ œœ œ œ
���������������������������

á á
�����������

& á
������������������������

œœ œ œ á
����������������������������

œ œ œ á
����������

œœ

& œœ
����������������������

œ œœ œ œ
�������

œ á
���������������������������

œ
�������������

œ

& œ
����������������

œ œœ œ œ
���������������������������� �����������������

á œ œ œ œœ œ

& á
�����������������������������������

œ ¿ œ œ á
���������������������������

œœ œœ œ œ

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .



576 THE ORDER OF mASS

pRefaCe III Of The sUNDays IN ORDINaRy TIme

The salvation of man by a man

54. the following preface is said on Sundays in ordinary time.

& œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ

& œœ œœ œ œœ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œœ

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God.

For we know it belongs to your boundless glory,
that you came to the aid of mortal beings with your divinity
and even fashioned for us a remedy out of mortality itself,
that the cause of our downfall
might become the means of our salvation,
through Christ our lord.

Through him the host of angels adores your majesty
and rejoices in your presence for ever.
may our voices, we pray, join with theirs
in one chorus of exultant praise, as we acclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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& œ
���������������������������

á á
�����������������������������

œ œ œœ œ œ
�����������

á

& á
��������������������������
��

œœ œ œ œ
	���������������������������������

á

& œœ
�������������

œ œ œ
�������
������������������������������������������

á œœ œ œœ œ

& á
��������������������������������������������

œ œ œ œ œœ
��������������������������

œœ œ œœ œ œ

& œ
���������������������������������

á á
�����������������������������������

œ œ œ œ œ

& œ
��������������������������������

á œ œ œœ œ á
����������������������������������

& œœ ¿
����������

œ œœ
�������������������	�����

œœ œ œ œ
���������������������������

á

& á
������������������������������

œœ œ œœ œ œ á
��������������������������������������

œ œ á œœ œœ œ

& œœ
�����

œ œ
�����������������������������������������

á á
�������������

& á
�����������������������

œœ œ œ œœ
������������������

œœ œ œ

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .



578 THE ORDER OF mASS

pRefaCe IV Of The sUNDays IN ORDINaRy TIme

The history of salvation

55. the following preface is said on Sundays in ordinary time.

& œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ

& œœ œœ œ œœ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œœ

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God,
through Christ our lord.

For by his birth he brought renewal
to humanity’s fallen state,
and by his suffering, canceled out our sins;
by his rising from the dead
he has opened the way to eternal life,
and by ascending to you, o Father,
he has unlocked the gates of heaven.

and so, with the company of angels and saints,
we sing the hymn of your praise,
as without end we acclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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& œ
���������������������������

á á
�����������������������������

œ œ œœ œ œ
�����������

á

& á
��������������������������
��

œœ œ œ œ
	���������������������������������

á

& œœ
�������������

œ œ œœ
�������������������	�����

œœ œ œ œ
���������������������������

á

& á
�������

á
�����������������������������

œ œ œ œ
������������������������

œ œ œ œ œ œ
����

& œœ
���������������������

œœ œ œ œ
���������������������������

á á
�����������������

& á
������������������������

œœ œ œ á
������������������������������������

œ œ œ œ á
������

& á
�����
������������������������

œœ œœ œ œœ œ œ
���������������������������

á

& œ
�������������������

œ œ œ á
���������������������������������

œ œ œ á
����������

& œœ
��������������� 

œœ œ œ

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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pRefaCe V Of The sUNDays IN ORDINaRy TIme

Creation

56. the following preface is said on Sundays in ordinary time.

& œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ

& œœ œœ œ œœ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œœ

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God.

For you laid the foundations of the world
and have arranged the changing of times and seasons;
you formed man in your own image
and set humanity over the whole world in all its wonder,
to rule in your name over all you have made
and for ever praise you in your mighty works,
through Christ our lord.

and so, with all the angels, we praise you,
as in joyful celebration we acclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .



THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 581

& œ
���������������������������

á á
�����������������������������

œ œ œœ œ œ
�����������

á

& á
��������������������������
��

œœ œ œ œ
	���������������������������������

á

& œœ
�������������

œ œ œ
������������������������������������������

á œ œ œ á
�������

& á
����������������������������������������������

œ œ œœ œœ œ œœ œ œ
��������������

á

& á
�������������������

œœ œœ œ á
����������������������������������������

œœ

& œœ
����������������

œ œœ œ œ
������������������������������������������

á œ œ œ œ œ
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& á
���������������������������������������
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œœ œ œ œœ
�������������������	�����

œœ œ œ

& œ
������������������������������������������������

á œ œ œ œœ œ á
������������������

& œ
����������������������

œ œœ œ œ

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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pRefaCe VI Of The sUNDays IN ORDINaRy TIme

The pledge of the eternal Passover

57. the following preface is said on Sundays in ordinary time.

& œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ

& œœ œœ œ œœ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œœ

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God.

For in you we live and move and have our being,
and while in this body
we not only experience the daily effects of your care,
but even now possess the pledge of life eternal.

For, having received the first fruits of the spirit,
through whom you raised up Jesus from the dead,
we hope for an everlasting share in the Paschal mystery.

and so, with all the angels, we praise you,
as in joyful celebration we acclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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& œ
���������������������������

á á
�����������������������������

œ œ œœ œ œ
�����������

á

& á
��������������������������
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œœ œ œ œ
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á
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œ œ œ
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á œœ œ œœ œ œ
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& á
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á
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œ œ œ
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œ œ œ á
�������������������������������������������

œœ œœ œ œœ œ œ
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& á
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á
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& á
����������������������������

œ œ œ á
�������������������������������������������

œ œ œ œ œœ

& œœ
�������������������

œ œœ œ œ œ
 ��������������������� ����������������������

á œ œ œ œœ œ

& á
����������������������������������������

œ œ œœ œ œ

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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pRefaCe VII Of The sUNDays IN ORDINaRy TIme

Salvation through the obedience of Christ

58. the following preface is said on Sundays in ordinary time.

& œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ

& œœ œœ œ œœ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œœ

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God.

For you so loved the world
that in your mercy you sent us the Redeemer,
to live like us in all things but sin,
so that you might love in us what you loved in your son,
by whose obedience we have been restored to those gifts of yours
that, by sinning, we had lost in disobedience.

and so, lord, with all the angels and saints,
we, too, give you thanks, as in exultation we acclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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& œ
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œ œ œœ œ œ
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á
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á œœ œ œ œ
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& á
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œœ œœ œ œœ œ œ
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œœ œ œ
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œ œ œ á œ œ œœ œ œœ œ œ œ
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& á
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œ œ œœ œ œ

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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pRefaCe VIII Of The sUNDays IN ORDINaRy TIme

The Church united by the unity of the Trinity

59. the following preface is said on Sundays in ordinary time.

& œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ

& œœ œœ œ œœ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œœ

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God.

For, when your children were scattered afar by sin,
through the Blood of your son and the power of the spirit,
you gathered them again to yourself,
that a people, formed as one by the unity of the Trinity,
made the body of Christ and the temple of the holy spirit,
might, to the praise of your manifold wisdom,
be manifest as the Church.

and so, in company with the choirs of angels,
we praise you, and with joy we proclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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pRefaCe I Of The mOsT hOly eUChaRIsT

The Sacrifice and the Sacrament of Christ

60. the following preface is said in the Mass of the Lord’s Supper (text with music, p. 304). it 
may also be said on the Solemnity of the Most holy body and blood of christ (corpus 
christi) and in votive Masses of the Most holy eucharist.

v. The lord be with you.
r. and with your spirit.

v. lift up your hearts.
r. We lift them up to the Lord.

v. let us give thanks to the lord our God.
r. it is right and just.

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God,
through Christ our lord.

For he is the true and eternal Priest,
who instituted the pattern of an everlasting sacrifice
and was the first to offer himself as the saving Victim,
commanding us to make this offering as his memorial.
as we eat his flesh that was sacrificed for us,
we are made strong,
and, as we drink his Blood that was poured out for us,
we are washed clean.

and so, with angels and archangels,
with Thrones and Dominions,
and with all the hosts and Powers of heaven,
we sing the hymn of your glory,
as without end we acclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .

 When the roman canon is used in the Mass of the Lord’s Supper, there is a proper 
communicantes, hanc igitur and Qui pridie. for ease of use, the entire canon has been 
printed with these incorporated, pp. 635-643.
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pRefaCe II Of The mOsT hOly eUChaRIsT

The fruits of the most Holy Eucharist

61. the following preface is said on the Solemnity of the Most holy body and blood of christ 
(corpus christi) and in votive Masses of the Most holy eucharist (text with music, p. 500).

v. The lord be with you.
r. and with your spirit.

v. lift up your hearts.
r. We lift them up to the Lord.

v. let us give thanks to the lord our God.
r. it is right and just.

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God,
through Christ our lord.

For at the last supper with his apostles,
establishing for the ages to come the saving memorial of the Cross,
he offered himself to you as the unblemished lamb,
the acceptable gift of perfect praise.

nourishing your faithful by this sacred mystery,
you make them holy, so that the human race,
bounded by one world,
may be enlightened by one faith
and united by one bond of charity.

and so, we approach the table of this wondrous sacrament,
so that, bathed in the sweetness of your grace,
we may pass over to the heavenly realities here foreshadowed.

Therefore, all creatures of heaven and earth
sing a new song in adoration,
and we, with all the host of angels,
cry out, and without end we acclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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pRefaCe I Of The blesseD VIRgIN maRy

The motherhood of the Blessed Virgin mary

62. the following preface is said in Masses of the blessed virgin Mary, with the mention at the 
appropriate place of the particular celebration, as indicated in the individual Masses.

& œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ

& œœ œœ œ œœ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œœ

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God,
and to praise, bless, and glorify your name
(on the solemnity of the motherhood / 
on the feast day / on the nativity / in veneration )
of the Blessed ever-Virgin mary.

For by the overshadowing of the holy spirit
she conceived your only Begotten son,
and without losing the glory of virginity,
brought forth into the world the eternal light,
Jesus Christ our lord.

Through him the angels praise your majesty,
Dominions adore and Powers tremble before you.
heaven and the Virtues of heaven and the blessed seraphim
worship together with exultation.
may our voices, we pray, join with theirs
in humble praise, as we acclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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pRefaCe II Of The blesseD VIRgIN maRy

The Church praises God with the words of mary

63. the following preface is said in Masses of the blessed virgin Mary.

& œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ

& œœ œœ œ œœ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œœ

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
to praise your mighty deeds in the exaltation of all the saints,

and especially, as we celebrate the memory of the Blessed Virgin mary,
to proclaim your kindness as we echo her thankful hymn of praise.

For truly even to earth’s ends you have done great things
and extended your abundant mercy from age to age:
when you looked on the lowliness of your handmaid,
you gave us through her the author of our salvation,
your son, Jesus Christ, our lord.

Through him the host of angels adores your majesty
and rejoices in your presence for ever.
may our voices, we pray, join with theirs
in one chorus of exultant praise, as we acclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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pRefaCe I Of apOsTles

The Apostles, shepherds of God’s people

64. the following preface is said in Masses of the apostles, especially of Saints peter and paul.

& œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ

& œœ œœ œ œœ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œœ

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God.

For you, eternal shepherd, do not desert your flock,
but through the blessed apostles
watch over it and protect it always,
so that it may be governed
by those you have appointed shepherds
to lead it in the name of your son.

and so, with angels and archangels,
with Thrones and Dominions,
and with all the hosts and Powers of heaven,
we sing the hymn of your glory,
as without end we acclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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pRefaCe II Of apOsTles

The apostolic foundation and witness

65. the following preface is said in Masses of the apostles and evangelists.

& œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ

& œœ œœ œ œœ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œœ

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God,
through Christ our lord.

For you have built your Church
to stand firm on apostolic foundations,
to be a lasting sign of your holiness on earth
and offer all humanity your heavenly teaching.

Therefore, now and for ages unending,
with all the host of angels,
we sing to you with all our hearts,
crying out as we acclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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pRefaCe I Of saINTs

The glory of the Saints

66. the following preface is said in Masses of all Saints, of patron Saints and of Saints who are 
titulars of a church, and on Solemnities and feasts of Saints, unless a proper preface is to be 
said. this preface may be said also on Memorials of Saints.

& œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ

& œœ œœ œ œœ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œœ

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God.

For you are praised in the company of your saints
and, in crowning their merits, you crown your own gifts.
By their way of life you offer us an example,
by communion with them you give us companionship,
by their intercession, sure support,
so that, encouraged by so great a cloud of witnesses,
we may run as victors in the race before us
and win with them the imperishable crown of glory,
through Christ our lord.

and so, with the angels and archangels,
and with the great multitude of the saints,
we sing the hymn of your praise,
as without end we acclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .



600 THE ORDER OF mASS

pRefaCe II Of saINTs

The action of the Saints

67. the following preface is said in Masses of all Saints, of patron Saints and of Saints who are 
titulars of a church, and on Solemnities and feasts of Saints, unless a proper preface is to be 
said. this preface may be said also on Memorials of Saints.

& œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ

& œœ œœ œ œœ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œœ

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God,
through Christ our lord.

For in the marvelous confession of your saints,
you make your Church fruitful with strength ever new
and offer us sure signs of your love.
and that your saving mysteries may be fulfilled,
their great example lends us courage,
their fervent prayers sustain us in all we do.

and so, lord, with all the angels and saints,
we, too, give you thanks, as in exultation we acclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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pRefaCe I Of hOly maRTyRs

The sign and example of martyrdom

68. the following preface is said on the Solemnities and feasts of holy Martyrs. it may also be 
said on their Memorials.

& œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ

& œœ œœ œ œœ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œœ

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God.

For the blood of your blessed martyr n.,
poured out like Christ’s to glorify your name,
shows forth your marvelous works,
by which in our weakness you perfect your power
and on the feeble bestow strength to bear you witness,
through Christ our lord.

and so, with the Powers of heaven,
we worship you constantly on earth,
and before your majesty
without end we acclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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pRefaCe II Of hOly maRTyRs

The wonders of God in the victory of the martyrs

69. the following preface is said on the Solemnities and feasts of holy Martyrs. it may also be 
said on their Memorials.

& œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ

& œœ œœ œ œœ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œœ

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God.

For you are glorified when your saints are praised;
their very sufferings are but wonders of your might:
in your mercy you give ardor to their faith,
to their endurance you grant firm resolve,
and in their struggle the victory is yours,
through Christ our lord.

Therefore, all creatures of heaven and earth
sing a new song in adoration,
and we, with all the host of angels,
cry out, and without end we acclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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pRefaCe Of hOly pasTORs

The presence of holy Pastors in the Church

70. the following preface is said on the Solemnities and feasts of holy pastors. it may also be 
said on their Memorials.

& œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ

& œœ œœ œ œœ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œœ

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God,
through Christ our lord.

For, as on the festival of saint n. you bid your Church rejoice,
so, too, you strengthen her by the example of his holy life,
teach her by his words of preaching,
and keep her safe in answer to his prayers.

and so, with the company of angels and saints,
we sing the hymn of your praise,
as without end we acclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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pRefaCe Of hOly VIRgINs aND RelIgIOUs

The sign of a life consecrated to God

71. the following preface is said on the Solemnities and feasts of holy virgins and religious. it 
may also be said on their Memorials.

& œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ

& œœ œœ œ œœ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œœ

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God.

For in the saints who consecrated themselves to Christ
for the sake of the Kingdom of heaven,
it is right to celebrate the wonders of your providence,
by which you call human nature back to its original holiness
and bring it to experience on this earth
the gifts you promise in the new world to come.

and so, with all the angels and saints,
we praise you, as without end we acclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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COmmON pRefaCe I

The renewal of all things in Christ

72. the following preface is said in Masses that have no proper preface, and for which a preface 
related to a specific liturgical time is not indicated.

& œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ

& œœ œœ œ œœ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œœ

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God,
through Christ our lord.

in him you have been pleased to renew all things,
giving us all a share in his fullness.
For though he was in the form of God, he emptied himself
and by the blood of his Cross brought peace to all creation.
Therefore he has been exalted above all things,
and to all who obey him,
has become the source of eternal salvation.

and so, with angels and archangels,
with Thrones and Dominions,
and with all the hosts and Powers of heaven,
we sing the hymn of your glory,
as without end we acclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .



612 THE ORDER OF mASS

COmmON pRefaCe II

Salvation through Christ

73. the following preface is said in Masses that have no proper preface, and for which a preface 
related to a specific liturgical time is not indicated.

& œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ

& œœ œœ œ œœ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œœ

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God.

For in goodness you created man
and, when he was justly condemned,
in mercy you redeemed him,
through Christ our lord.

Through him the angels praise your majesty,
Dominions adore and Powers tremble before you.
heaven and the Virtues of heaven and the blessed seraphim
worship together with exultation.
may our voices, we pray, join with theirs
in humble praise, as we acclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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COmmON pRefaCe III

Praise to God for the creation and restoration of the human race

74. the following preface is said in Masses that have no proper preface, and for which a preface 
related to a specific liturgical time is not indicated.

& œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ

& œœ œœ œ œœ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œœ

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God.

For just as through your beloved son
you created the human race,
so also through him
with great goodness you formed it anew.

and so, it is right that all your creatures serve you,
all the redeemed praise you,
and all your saints with one heart bless you.
Therefore, we, too, extol you with all the angels,
as in joyful celebration we acclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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COmmON pRefaCe IV

Praise, the gift of God

75. the following preface is said in Masses that have no proper preface, and for which a preface 
related to a specific liturgical time is not indicated.

& œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ

& œœ œœ œ œœ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œœ

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God.

For, although you have no need of our praise,
yet our thanksgiving is itself your gift,
since our praises add nothing to your greatness
but profit us for salvation,
through Christ our lord.

and so, in company with the choirs of angels,
we praise you, and with joy we proclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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COmmON pRefaCe V

The proclamation of the mystery of Christ

76. the following preface is said in Masses that have no proper preface, and for which a preface 
related to a specific liturgical time is not indicated.

& œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ

& œœ œœ œ œœ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œœ

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God,
through Christ our lord.

his Death we celebrate in love,
his Resurrection we confess with living faith,
and his Coming in glory we await with unwavering hope.

and so, with all the angels and saints,
we praise you, as without end we acclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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COmmON pRefaCe VI

The mystery of salvation in Christ

77. the following preface is said in Masses that have no proper preface, and for which a preface 
related to a specific liturgical time is not indicated.

& œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ

& œœ œœ œ œœ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œœ

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks, Father most holy,

through your beloved son, Jesus Christ,
your Word through whom you made all things,
whom you sent as our savior and Redeemer,
incarnate by the holy spirit and born of the Virgin.

Fulfilling your will and gaining for you a holy people,
he stretched out his hands as he endured his Passion,
so as to break the bonds of death and manifest the resurrection.

and so, with the angels and all the saints,
we declare your glory,
as with one voice we acclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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pRefaCe I fOR The DeaD

The hope of resurrection in Christ

78. the following preface is said in Masses for the Dead.

& œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ

& œœ œœ œ œœ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œœ

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God,
through Christ our lord.

in him the hope of blessed resurrection has dawned,
that those saddened by the certainty of dying
might be consoled by the promise of immortality to come.
indeed for your faithful, lord,
life is changed not ended,
and, when this earthly dwelling turns to dust,
an eternal dwelling is made ready for them in heaven.

and so, with angels and archangels,
with Thrones and Dominions,
and with all the hosts and Powers of heaven,
we sing the hymn of your glory,
as without end we acclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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pRefaCe II fOR The DeaD

Christ died so that we might live

79. the following preface is said in Masses for the Dead.

& œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ

& œœ œœ œ œœ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œœ

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God,
through Christ our lord.

For as one alone he accepted death,
so that we might all escape from dying;
as one man he chose to die,
so that in your sight we all might live for ever.

and so, in company with the choirs of angels,
we praise you, and with joy we proclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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pRefaCe III fOR The DeaD

Christ, the salvation and the life

80. the following preface is said in Masses for the Dead.

& œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ

& œœ œœ œ œœ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œœ

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God,
through Christ our lord.

For he is the salvation of the world,
the life of the human race,
the resurrection of the dead.

Through him the host of angels adores your majesty
and rejoices in your presence for ever.
may our voices, we pray, join with theirs
in one chorus of exultant praise, as we acclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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pRefaCe IV fOR The DeaD

From earthly life to heavenly glory

81. the following preface is said in Masses for the Dead.

& œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ

& œœ œœ œ œœ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œœ

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God.

For it is at your summons that we come to birth,
by your will that we are governed,
and at your command that we return,
on account of sin,
to that earth from which we came.

and when you give the sign,
we who have been redeemed by the Death of your son,
shall be raised up to the glory of his Resurrection.

and so, with the company of angels and saints,
we sing the hymn of your praise,
as without end we acclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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pRefaCe V fOR The DeaD

Our resurrection through the victory of Christ

82. the following preface is said in Masses for the Dead.

& œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ

& œœ œœ œ œœ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œœ

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God.

For even though by our own fault we perish,
yet by your compassion and your grace,
when seized by death according to our sins,
we are redeemed through Christ’s great victory,
and with him called back into life.

and so, with the Powers of heaven,
we worship you constantly on earth,
and before your majesty
without end we acclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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eUChaRIsTIC pRayeR I
(The ROmaN CaNON)

83. v. The lord be with you.
r. and with your spirit.

v. lift up your hearts.
r. We lift them up to the Lord.

v. let us give thanks to the lord our God.
r. it is right and just.

 then follows the preface to be used in accord with the rubrics, which concludes:

Holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts.
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the lord.
hosanna in the highest.

84. the priest, with hands extended, says:

To you, therefore, most merciful Father,
we make humble prayer and petition

through Jesus Christ, your son, our lord:

 he joins his hands and says:

that you accept

 he makes the Sign of the cross once over the bread and chalice together, saying:

and bless X these gifts, these offerings,
these holy and unblemished sacrifices,

 With hands extended, he continues:

which we offer you firstly
for your holy catholic Church.
Be pleased to grant her peace,
to guard, unite and govern her
throughout the whole world,
together with your servant n. our Pope
and n. our Bishop,*

and all those who, holding to the truth,
hand on the catholic and apostolic faith.

* mention may be made here of the Coadjutor Bishop, or Auxiliary Bishops, as noted in the General instruction of the roman 
missal, no. 149.

celebrant alone
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85. commemoration of the Living.

Remember, lord, your servants n. and n.

 the priest joins his hands and prays briefly for those for whom he intends to pray.

 then, with hands extended, he continues:

and all gathered here,
whose faith and devotion are known to you.
For them, we offer you this sacrifice of praise
or they offer it for themselves
and all who are dear to them:
for the redemption of their souls,
in hope of health and well-being,
and paying their homage to you,
the eternal God, living and true.

86. Within the action.

in communion with those whose memory we venerate,
especially the glorious ever-Virgin mary,
mother of our God and lord, Jesus Christ,
† and blessed Joseph, her spouse,
your blessed apostles and martyrs,
Peter and Paul, andrew,

(James, John,
Thomas, James, Philip,
Bartholomew, matthew,
simon and Jude;
linus, Cletus, Clement, sixtus,
Cornelius, Cyprian,
lawrence, Chrysogonus,
John and Paul,
Cosmas and Damian)

and all your saints;
we ask that through their merits and prayers,
in all things we may be defended
by your protecting help.
(Through Christ our lord. amen.)

celebrant or
one concelebrant

celebrant or
one concelebrant
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pROpeR fORms Of The COMMUNICANTES

on the nativity of the Lord and throughout the octave
Celebrating the most sacred night (day)
on which blessed mary the immaculate Virgin
brought forth the savior for this world, 
and in communion with those whose memory we venerate,
especially the glorious ever-Virgin mary,
mother of our God and lord, Jesus Christ, †

on the Epiphany of the Lord
Celebrating the most sacred day
on which your only Begotten son, 
eternal with you in your glory,
appeared in a human body, truly sharing our flesh,
and in communion with those whose memory we venerate,
especially the glorious ever-Virgin mary,
mother of our God and lord, Jesus Christ, †

from the Mass of the Easter Vigil until the Second Sunday of Easter
Celebrating the most sacred night (day)
of the Resurrection of our lord Jesus Christ in the flesh,
and in communion with those whose memory we venerate,
especially the glorious ever-Virgin mary,
mother of our God and lord, Jesus Christ, †

on the Ascension of the Lord
Celebrating the most sacred day
on which your only Begotten son, our lord,
placed at the right hand of your glory
our weak human nature, 
which he had united to himself,
and in communion with those whose memory we venerate,
especially the glorious ever-Virgin mary,
mother of our God and lord, Jesus Christ, †

on Pentecost Sunday
Celebrating the most sacred day of Pentecost,
on which the holy spirit
appeared to the apostles in tongues of fire,
and in communion with those whose memory we venerate,
especially the glorious ever-Virgin mary,
mother of our God and lord, Jesus Christ, †
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87. With hands extended, the priest continues:

Therefore, lord, we pray:
graciously accept this oblation of our service, 
that of your whole family;
order our days in your peace,
and command that we be delivered from eternal damnation
and counted among the flock of those you have chosen.

 he joins his hands.

(Through Christ our lord. amen.)

from the Mass of the Easter Vigil until the Second Sunday of Easter
Therefore, lord, we pray:
graciously accept this oblation of our service, 

that of your whole family,
which we make to you 
also for those to whom you have been pleased to give 
the new birth of water and the holy spirit,
granting them forgiveness of all their sins;
order our days in your peace,
and command that we be delivered from eternal damnation
and counted among the flock of those you have chosen.

 he joins his hands.

(Through Christ our lord. amen.)

88. holding his hands extended over the offerings, he says:

Be pleased, o God, we pray,
to bless, acknowledge,
and approve this offering in every respect;
make it spiritual and acceptable,
so that it may become for us
the Body and Blood of your most beloved son,
our lord Jesus Christ.

 he joins his hands.

celebrant alone

celebrant 
with concelebrants
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89. in the formulas that follow, the words of the Lord should be pronounced clearly and distinctly, 
as the nature of these words requires.

on the day before he was to suffer,

 he takes the bread and, holding it slightly raised above the altar, continues:

he took bread in his holy and venerable hands,

 he raises his eyes.

and with eyes raised to heaven
to you, o God, his almighty Father,
giving you thanks, he said the blessing,
broke the bread
and gave it to his disciples, saying:

 he bows slightly.

Take This, all of you, and eaT of iT,
for This is my Body,
which will Be given up for you.

 he shows the consecrated host to the people, places it again on the paten, and genuflects  
in adoration.

90. after this, the priest continues:

in a similar way, when supper was ended,

 he takes the chalice and, holding it slightly raised above the altar, continues:

he took this precious chalice
in his holy and venerable hands,
and once more giving you thanks, he said the blessing
and gave the chalice to his disciples, saying:

 he bows slightly.

Take This, all of you, and drink from iT,
for This is The chalice of my Blood,
The Blood of The new and eTernal covenanT,
which will Be poured ouT for you and for many 

for The forgiveness of sins.
Do This in memory of me.

 he shows the chalice to the people, places it on the corporal, and genuflects in adoration.
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91. then he says:

& œ
������������������������

œœ œ œ œ œ
 

or:
 

& œœ
������������������������

œœ ¿ œ œ œ œ

The mystery of faith.

 and the people continue, acclaiming:

& œ
�������������������������������

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
�
������	�����������������������


œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ

& œ
�
�������������������
�

œ œ œœ œ œ

We proclaim your Death, o Lord,
and profess your resurrection 
until you come again.

 or:

& œ
�������������������������������������������

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
�������
��	����

œ œ œ

& œœ
��������������

œ œ œ
�����
�����	���������

œ œ œœ œ œ

When we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim your Death, o Lord,
until you come again.

 or:

& œœ
�������������������������������

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
������������������
��	�������������


œ œ œœ œ œ œ œœ œ

& œ
���������������������

œ œœ œ œ

Save us, Savior of the world,
for by your cross and resurrection
you have set us free.

celebrant alone
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92. then the priest, with hands extended, says:

Therefore, o lord, 
as we celebrate the memorial of the blessed Passion,
the Resurrection from the dead,
and the glorious ascension into heaven
of Christ, your son, our lord,
we, your servants and your holy people,
offer to your glorious majesty
from the gifts that you have given us,
this pure victim,
this holy victim,
this spotless victim,
the holy Bread of eternal life
and the Chalice of everlasting salvation.

93.       Be pleased to look upon these offerings
with a serene and kindly countenance,
and to accept them,
as once you were pleased to accept
the gifts of your servant abel the just,
the sacrifice of abraham, our father in faith,
and the offering of your high priest melchizedek,
a holy sacrifice, a spotless victim.

94. bowing, with hands joined, he continues:

in humble prayer we ask you, almighty God:
command that these gifts be borne
by the hands of your holy angel
to your altar on high
in the sight of your divine majesty,
so that all of us, who through this participation at the altar
receive the most holy Body and Blood of your son,

 he stands upright again and signs himself with the Sign of the cross, saying:

may be filled with every grace and heavenly blessing.

 he joins his hands.

(Through Christ our lord. amen.)

celebrant 
with concelebrants
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95. commemoration of the Dead

 With hands extended, the priest says:

Remember also, lord, your servants n. and n.,
who have gone before us with the sign of faith
and rest in the sleep of peace.

 he joins his hands and prays briefly for those who have died and for whom he intends  
to pray.

 then, with hands extended, he continues:

Grant them, o lord, we pray,
and all who sleep in Christ,
a place of refreshment, light and peace.

 he joins his hands.

(Through Christ our lord. amen.)

96. he strikes his breast with his right hand, saying:

To us, also, your servants, who, though sinners,

 and, with hands extended, he continues:

hope in your abundant mercies,
graciously grant some share 
and fellowship with your holy apostles and martyrs:
with John the Baptist, stephen,
matthias, Barnabas,

(ignatius, alexander,
marcellinus, Peter,
Felicity, Perpetua,
agatha, lucy,
agnes, Cecilia, anastasia)

and all your saints;
admit us, we beseech you,
into their company,
not weighing our merits,
but granting us your pardon,

 he joins his hands.

through Christ our lord.

celebrant or
one concelebrant

celebrant or
one concelebrant
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97. and he continues:

Through whom
you continue to make all these good things, o lord;
you sanctify them, fill them with life,
bless them, and bestow them upon us.

98. he takes the chalice and the paten with the host and, raising both, he says:

& œ á œ œ œ œœ œ œ á

& á œœ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ á

& œ œœ œœ œ œœ œ œ œœ

Through him, and with him, and in him,
o God, almighty Father,
in the unity of the holy spirit,
all glory and honor is yours,
for ever and ever.

 the people acclaim:

amen.

 then follows the communion rite, p. 663.

celebrant alone

celebrant alone 
or with concelebrants
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eUChaRIsTIC pRayeR II

99. although it is provided with its own preface (text with music, p. 721), this eucharistic prayer 
may also be used with other prefaces, especially those that present an overall view of the 
mystery of salvation, such as the common prefaces.

v. The lord be with you.
r. and with your spirit.

v. lift up your hearts.
r. We lift them up to the Lord.

v. let us give thanks to the lord our God.
r. it is right and just.

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks, Father most holy,

through your beloved son, Jesus Christ,
your Word through whom you made all things, 
whom you sent as our savior and Redeemer,
incarnate by the holy spirit and born of the Virgin.

Fulfilling your will and gaining for you a holy people,
he stretched out his hands as he endured his Passion,
so as to break the bonds of death and manifest the resurrection.

and so, with the angels and all the saints
we declare your glory,
as with one voice we acclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts.
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the lord.
hosanna in the highest.
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100. the priest, with hands extended, says:

You are indeed holy, o lord,
the fount of all holiness.

101. he joins his hands and, holding them extended over the offerings, says:

make holy, therefore, these gifts, we pray,
by sending down your spirit upon them like the dewfall,

 he joins his hands
 and makes the Sign of the cross once over the bread and the chalice together, saying:

so that they may become for us
the Body and X Blood of our lord Jesus Christ.

 he joins his hands.

102. in the formulas that follow, the words of the Lord should be pronounced clearly and distinctly, 
as the nature of these words requires.

at the time he was betrayed
and entered willingly into his Passion,

 he takes the bread and, holding it slightly raised above the altar, continues:

he took bread and, giving thanks, broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying:

 he bows slightly.

Take This, all of you, and eaT of iT,
for This is my Body,
which will Be given up for you.

 he shows the consecrated host to the people, places it again on the paten, and genuflects  
in adoration.

celebrant alone

celebrant 
with  

concelebrants
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103. after this, he continues:

in a similar way, when supper was ended,

 he takes the chalice and, holding it slightly raised above the altar, continues:

he took the chalice
and, once more giving thanks,
he gave it to his disciples, saying:

 he bows slightly.

Take This, all of you, and drink from iT,
for This is The chalice of my Blood,
The Blood of The new and eTernal covenanT,
which will Be poured ouT for you and for many

for The forgiveness of sins.
Do This in memory of me.

 he shows the chalice to the people, places it on the corporal, and genuflects in adoration.

104.  then he says:

& œ
������������������������

œœ œ œ œ œ

The mystery of faith.

 and the people continue, acclaiming:

& œ
�������������������������������

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
�
������	�����������������������


œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ

& œ
�
�������������������
�

œ œ œœ œ œ

We proclaim your Death, o Lord,
and profess your resurrection 
until you come again.

 or:

celebrant alone
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& œ
�������������������������������������������

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
�������
��	����

œ œ œ

& œœ
��������������

œ œ œ
�����
�����	���������

œ œ œœ œ œ

When we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim your Death, o Lord,
until you come again.

 or:

& œœ
�������������������������������

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
������������������
��	�������������


œ œ œœ œ œ œ œœ œ

& œ
���������������������

œ œœ œ œ

Save us, Savior of the world,
for by your cross and resurrection
you have set us free.

105. then the priest, with hands extended, says:

Therefore, as we celebrate
the memorial of his Death and Resurrection,
we offer you, lord,
the Bread of life and the Chalice of salvation,
giving thanks that you have held us worthy
to be in your presence and minister to you.

humbly we pray
that, partaking of the Body and Blood of Christ,
we may be gathered into one by the holy spirit.

Remember, lord, your Church,
spread throughout the world,
and bring her to the fullness of charity,
together with n. our Pope and n. our Bishop*

and all the clergy.

* mention may be made here of the Coadjutor Bishop, or Auxiliary Bishops, as noted in the General instruction of the roman 
missal, no. 149.

celebrant 
with concelebrants

celebrant or
one concelebrant
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 in Masses for the Dead, the following may be added:
Remember your servant n.,
whom you have called (today)
from this world to yourself.
Grant that he (she) who was united with your son in a death like his,
may also be one with him in his Resurrection.

Remember also our brothers and sisters
who have fallen asleep in the hope of the resurrection,
and all who have died in your mercy:
welcome them into the light of your face.
have mercy on us all, we pray,
that with the Blessed Virgin mary, mother of God,
with the blessed apostles,
and all the saints who have pleased you throughout the ages,
we may merit to be coheirs to eternal life,
and may praise and glorify you

 he joins his hands.

through your son, Jesus Christ.

106. he takes the chalice and the paten with the host and, raising both, he says:

& œ á œ œ œ œœ œ œ á

& á œœ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ á

& œ œœ œœ œ œœ œ œ œœ

Through him, and with him, and in him,
o God, almighty Father,
in the unity of the holy spirit,
all glory and honor is yours,
for ever and ever.

 the people acclaim:

amen.

 then follows the communion rite, p. 663.

celebrant 
with concelebrants



650

eUChaRIsTIC pRayeR III

107. v. The lord be with you.
r. and with your spirit.

v. lift up your hearts.
r. We lift them up to the Lord.

v. let us give thanks to the lord our God.
r. it is right and just.

 then follows the preface to be used in accord with the rubrics, which concludes:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts.
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the lord.
hosanna in the highest.

108. the priest, with hands extended, says:

You are indeed holy, o lord,
and all you have created

rightly gives you praise,
for through your son our lord Jesus Christ,
by the power and working of the holy spirit,
you give life to all things and make them holy,
and you never cease to gather a people to yourself,
so that from the rising of the sun to its setting
a pure sacrifice may be offered to your name.

109. he joins his hands and, holding them extended over the offerings, says:

Therefore, o lord, we humbly implore you:
by the same spirit graciously make holy
these gifts we have brought to you for consecration,

 he joins his hands
 and makes the Sign of the cross once over the bread and chalice together, saying:

that they may become the Body and X Blood
of your son our lord Jesus Christ,

 he joins his hands.

at whose command we celebrate these mysteries.

celebrant alone

celebrant 
with concelebrants
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110. in the formulas that follow, the words of the Lord should be pronounced clearly and distinctly, 
as the nature of these words requires.

For on the night he was betrayed

 he takes the bread and, holding it slightly raised above the altar, continues:

he himself took bread,
and, giving you thanks, he said the blessing,
broke the bread and gave it to his disciples, saying:

 he bows slightly.

Take This, all of you, and eaT of iT,
for This is my Body,
which will Be given up for you.

 he shows the consecrated host to the people, places it again on the paten, and genuflects  
in adoration.

111. after this, he continues:

in a similar way, when supper was ended,

 he takes the chalice and, holding it slightly raised above the altar, continues:

he took the chalice,
and, giving you thanks, he said the blessing,
and gave the chalice to his disciples, saying:

 he bows slightly.

Take This, all of you, and drink from iT,
for This is The chalice of my Blood,
The Blood of The new and eTernal covenanT,
which will Be poured ouT for you and for many

for The forgiveness of sins.
Do This in memory of me.

 he shows the chalice to the people, places it on the corporal, and genuflects in adoration.

112. then he says:

& œ
������������������������

œœ œ œ œ œ

The mystery of faith. celebrant alone
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 and the people continue, acclaiming:

& œ
�������������������������������

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
�
������	�����������������������


œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ

& œ
�
�������������������
�

œ œ œœ œ œ

We proclaim your Death, o Lord,
and profess your resurrection 
until you come again.

 or:

& œ
�������������������������������������������

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
�������
��	����

œ œ œ

& œœ
��������������

œ œ œ
�����
�����	���������

œ œ œœ œ œ

When we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim your Death, o Lord,
until you come again.

 or:

& œœ
�������������������������������

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
������������������
��	�������������


œ œ œœ œ œ œ œœ œ

& œ
���������������������

œ œœ œ œ

Save us, Savior of the world,
for by your cross and resurrection
you have set us free.
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113. then the priest, with hands extended, says:

Therefore, o lord, as we celebrate the memorial
of the saving Passion of your son,
his wondrous Resurrection
and ascension into heaven,
and as we look forward to his second coming,
we offer you in thanksgiving
this holy and living sacrifice.

look, we pray, upon the oblation of your Church
and, recognizing the sacrificial Victim by whose death
you willed to reconcile us to yourself,
grant that we, who are nourished
by the Body and Blood of your son
and filled with his holy spirit,
may become one body, one spirit in Christ.

may he make of us 
an eternal offering to you,
so that we may obtain an inheritance with your elect,
especially with the most Blessed Virgin mary, mother of God,
with your blessed apostles and glorious martyrs
(with saint n.: the saint of the day or Patron saint)
and with all the saints,
on whose constant intercession in your presence
we rely for unfailing help.

celebrant 
with concelebrants

celebrant or
one concelebrant
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may this sacrifice of our reconciliation,
we pray, o lord,
advance the peace and salvation of all the world.
Be pleased to confirm in faith and charity
your pilgrim Church on earth,
with your servant n. our Pope and n. our Bishop,*

the order of Bishops, all the clergy,
and the entire people you have gained for your own.

listen graciously to the prayers of this family,
whom you have summoned before you:
in your compassion, o merciful Father,
gather to yourself all your children
scattered throughout the world.

† To our departed brothers and sisters
and to all who were pleasing to you
at their passing from this life,
give kind admittance to your kingdom.
There we hope to enjoy for ever the fullness of your glory

 he joins his hands.

through Christ our lord,
through whom you bestow on the world all that is good. †

114. he takes the chalice and the paten with the host and, raising both, he says:

& œ á œ œ œ œœ œ œ á

& á œœ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ á

& œ œœ œœ œ œœ œ œ œœ

* mention may be made here of the Coadjutor Bishop, or Auxiliary Bishops, as noted in the General instruction of the roman 
missal, no. 149.

celebrant or
one concelebrant

celebrant or
one concelebrant
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Through him, and with him, and in him,
o God, almighty Father,
in the unity of the holy spirit,
all glory and honor is yours,
for ever and ever.

 the people acclaim:

amen.

 then follows the communion rite, p. 663.

115. When this eucharistic prayer is used in Masses for the Dead, the following may be said:
† Remember your servant n.
whom you have called (today)
from this world to yourself.
Grant that he (she) who was united with your son in a death like his,
may also be one with him in his Resurrection, 

when from the earth
he will raise up in the flesh those who have died,
and transform our lowly body
after the pattern of his own glorious body.
To our departed brothers and sisters, too,
and to all who were pleasing to you
at their passing from this life,
give kind admittance to your kingdom.
There we hope to enjoy for ever the fullness of your glory,
when you will wipe away every tear from our eyes.
For seeing you, our God, as you are,
we shall be like you for all the ages
and praise you without end,

 he joins his hands.
through Christ our lord,
through whom you bestow on the world all that is good. †

celebrant alone
or with concelebrants
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eUChaRIsTIC pRayeR IV

116. it is not permitted to change the preface of this eucharistic prayer because of the structure of the 
prayer itself, which presents a summary of the history of salvation (text with music, p. 736). 

v. The lord be with you.
r. and with your spirit.

v. lift up your hearts.
r. We lift them up to the Lord.

v. let us give thanks to the lord our God.
r. it is right and just.

It is truly right to give you thanks,
truly just to give you glory, Father most holy,

for you are the one God living and true,
existing before all ages and abiding for all eternity,
dwelling in unapproachable light;
yet you, who alone are good, the source of life,
have made all that is,
so that you might fill your creatures with blessings
and bring joy to many of them by the glory of your light.

and so, in your presence are countless hosts of angels,
who serve you day and night
and, gazing upon the glory of your face,
glorify you without ceasing.

With them we, too, confess your name in exultation,
giving voice to every creature under heaven,
as we acclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts.
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the lord.
hosanna in the highest.
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117. the priest, with hands extended, says:

We give you praise, Father most holy,
for you are great

and you have fashioned all your works
in wisdom and in love.
You formed man in your own image
and entrusted the whole world to his care,
so that in serving you alone, the Creator,
he might have dominion over all creatures.
and when through disobedience he had lost your friendship,
you did not abandon him to the domain of death.
For you came in mercy to the aid of all,
so that those who seek might find you.
Time and again you offered them covenants
and through the prophets
taught them to look forward to salvation.

and you so loved the world, Father most holy,
that in the fullness of time
you sent your only Begotten son to be our savior.
made incarnate by the holy spirit
and born of the Virgin mary,
he shared our human nature
in all things but sin.
To the poor he proclaimed the good news of salvation,
to prisoners, freedom,
and to the sorrowful of heart, joy.
To accomplish your plan,
he gave himself up to death,
and, rising from the dead,
he destroyed death and restored life.

and that we might live no longer for ourselves
but for him who died and rose again for us,
he sent the holy spirit from you, Father,
as the first fruits for those who believe,
so that, bringing to perfection his work in the world, 
he might sanctify creation to the full.

celebrant alone
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118. he joins his hands and, holding them extended over the offerings, says:

Therefore, o lord, we pray:
may this same holy spirit
graciously sanctify these offerings,

 he joins his hands and makes the Sign of the cross once over the bread and chalice  
together, saying:

that they may become
the Body and X Blood of our lord Jesus Christ

 he joins his hands.

for the celebration of this great mystery,
which he himself left us
as an eternal covenant.

119. in the formulas that follow, the words of the Lord should be pronounced clearly and distinctly, 
as the nature of these words requires.

For when the hour had come
for him to be glorified by you, Father most holy,
having loved his own who were in the world,
he loved them to the end:
and while they were at supper,

 he takes the bread and, holding it slightly raised above the altar, continues:

he took bread, blessed and broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying:

 he bows slightly.

Take This, all of you, and eaT of iT,
for This is my Body,
which will Be given up for you.

 he shows the consecrated host to the people, places it again on the paten, and genuflects  
in adoration.

celebrant 
with concelebrants
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120. after this, he continues:

in a similar way,

 he takes the chalice and, holding it slightly raised above the altar, continues:

taking the chalice filled with the fruit of the vine,
he gave thanks,
and gave the chalice to his disciples, saying:

 he bows slightly.

Take This, all of you, and drink from iT,
for This is The chalice of my Blood,
The Blood of The new and eTernal covenanT,
which will Be poured ouT for you and for many

for The forgiveness of sins.
Do This in memory of me.

 he shows the chalice to the people, places it on the corporal, and genuflects in adoration. 

121. then he says:

& œ
������������������������

œœ œ œ œ œ

The mystery of faith.

 and the people continue, acclaiming:

& œ
�������������������������������

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
�
������	�����������������������


œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ

& œ
�
�������������������
�

œ œ œœ œ œ

We proclaim your Death, o Lord,
and profess your resurrection 
until you come again.

 or:

celebrant alone
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& œ
�������������������������������������������

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
�������
��	����

œ œ œ

& œœ
��������������

œ œ œ
�����
�����	���������

œ œ œœ œ œ

When we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim your Death, o Lord,
until you come again.

 or:

& œœ
�������������������������������

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
������������������
��	�������������


œ œ œœ œ œ œ œœ œ

& œ
���������������������

œ œœ œ œ

Save us, Savior of the world,
for by your cross and resurrection
you have set us free.

122. then, with hands extended, the priest says:

Therefore, o lord,
as we now celebrate the memorial of our redemption,
we remember Christ’s Death
and his descent to the realm of the dead,
we proclaim his Resurrection
and his ascension to your right hand,
and, as we await his coming in glory,
we offer you his Body and Blood,
the sacrifice acceptable to you 
which brings salvation to the whole world.

look, o lord, upon the sacrifice
which you yourself have provided for your Church,
and grant in your loving kindness
to all who partake of this one Bread and one Chalice
that, gathered into one body by the holy spirit,
they may truly become a living sacrifice in Christ 
to the praise of your glory.

celebrant 
with concelebrants
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Therefore, lord, remember now
all for whom we offer this sacrifice:
especially your servant n. our Pope,
n. our Bishop,* and the whole order of Bishops,
all the clergy,
those who take part in this offering,
those gathered here before you,
your entire people,
and all who seek you with a sincere heart.

Remember also
those who have died in the peace of your Christ
and all the dead,
whose faith you alone have known.

To all of us, your children,
grant, o merciful Father, 
that we may enter into a heavenly inheritance
with the Blessed Virgin mary, mother of God, 
and with your apostles and saints in your kingdom.
There, with the whole of creation,
freed from the corruption of sin and death,
may we glorify you through Christ our lord,

 he joins his hands.

through whom you bestow on the world all that is good.

* mention may be made here of the Coadjutor Bishop, or Auxiliary Bishops, as noted in the General instruction of the roman 
missal, no. 149.

celebrant or
one concelebrant

celebrant or
one concelebrant
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123. he takes the chalice and the paten with the host and, raising both, he says:

& œ á œ œ œ œœ œ œ á

& á œœ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ á

& œ œœ œœ œ œœ œ œ œœ

Through him, and with him, and in him,
o God, almighty Father,
in the unity of the holy spirit,
all glory and honor is yours,
for ever and ever.

 the people acclaim:

amen.

 then follows the communion rite, p. 663.

celebrant alone
or with concelebrants
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ThE CoMMunion riTE

124. after the chalice and paten have been set down, the priest, with hands joined, says:

& bbb œ
�����������������������

œ á á
������������������������������
	

œ œœ œ œ

& bbb œ
���������������

œ œ œ

at the savior’s command
and formed by divine teaching,
we dare to say:

 he extends his hands and, together with the people, continues:

& bbb œ
���������������������������������

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
��������������������


œ œ œ œ œ
���

& bbb œ
	�������������

œ œ œ
���������������

œ œ œ œ
��������������������������������

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

& bbb œ
����������������������������������

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
�������������������

œ œ œ œ

& bbb œ
�������������

œ œ œ
�����������������������������������������������

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ

& bbb œ
�����������������������������������

œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ
�����������������������������

œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ

our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

 or:
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& œ
���������������

œ œ œ œ
������������������

œ œ œ œ œ
��������������������������������

œ œ œ œœ œœ œ œœ œ

& œ
�
�	���������������������

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
�������	�����������������

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
�����������������

œ œ œ œœ

& œœ
���������������

œ œœ œ œ
��������������������������
���������

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

������������
������

œ œ œ œ œ

& œ
�������������������������������������

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
���������������������������

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

& œ
�������������������������

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
������������������������������������������

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ

& œ
����
�������������������
�	

œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ

 alternate musical settings of the Lord’s prayer may be found in appendix i, pp. 1443-1444.

125. With hands extended, the priest alone continues, saying:

& bbb
�������������������������������������������������������

œ
��
��	
�������������������������������	�����	���

œ á á
���������

& bbb á
�������������������������

œ œ œ œ
��������������������������������

á

& bbb á
������������������������������������������������������
������

œ œ œ

& bbb á
����������������������
�������

œ œ œ á
������������������������	
����

œ œ

& bbb

�������������������

œ
��
�����������

œ œ
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Deliver us, lord, we pray, from every evil,
graciously grant peace in our days, 
that, by the help of your mercy,
we may be always free from sin 
and safe from all distress,
as we await the blessed hope
and the coming of our savior, Jesus Christ.

 he joins his hands.

 the people conclude the prayer, acclaiming:

& bbb œ
���������������������������������������������������


œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
�������

œ

& bbb œ
	���������

œœ œ

for the kingdom,
the power and the glory are yours
now and for ever.
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126. then the priest, with hands extended, says aloud:

& œ á á

& á œ œ á

& á á

& á œ œ œ œ á œ œ œ œœ œ

lord Jesus Christ,
who said to your apostles:
Peace i leave you, my peace i give you,
look not on our sins, 
but on the faith of your Church,
and graciously grant her peace and unity
in accordance with your will.

 he joins his hands.

Who live and reign for ever and ever.

 the people reply:

& œ
������

œœ

amen.
127. the priest, turned towards the people, extending and then joining his hands, adds:

& œ
�����������������������������������������


œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

The peace of the lord be with you always.

 the people reply:

& œ
����������������������

œ œ œ œ

and with your spirit.
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128. then, if appropriate, the Deacon, or the priest, adds:

& á
������������������������������������������

œœ œ œ

let us offer each other the sign of peace.

 and all offer one another a sign, in keeping with local customs, that expresses peace, 
communion, and charity. the priest gives the sign of peace to a Deacon or minister.

129. then he takes the host, breaks it over the paten, and places a small piece in the chalice, 
saying quietly:

may this mingling of the Body and Blood
of our lord Jesus Christ
bring eternal life to us who receive it.

130. Meanwhile the following is sung or said:

& œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

& œ œœ œ œ œœ

& œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

& œ œœ œ œ œœ

& œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

& œœ œœ œœ

Lamb of god, you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of god, you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of god, you take away the sins of the world,
grant us peace.
or:
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& œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ

& œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ

& œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ

 the invocation may even be repeated several times if the fraction is prolonged. only the 
final time, however, is grant us peace said.

131. then the priest, with hands joined, says quietly:

lord Jesus Christ, son of the living God,
who, by the will of the Father
and the work of the holy spirit,
through your Death gave life to the world,
free me by this, your most holy Body and Blood,
from all my sins and from every evil;
keep me always faithful to your commandments,
and never let me be parted from you.

 or:

may the receiving of your Body and Blood,
lord Jesus Christ,
not bring me to judgment and condemnation,
but through your loving mercy
be for me protection in mind and body
and a healing remedy.
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132. the priest genuflects, takes the host and, holding it slightly raised above the paten or above 
the chalice, while facing the people, says aloud:

& á
�����������������������

á
�����������������������������������

œ œ

& œ
������
��	

œ á
�������
���������������������������
������������	

œ œ œ œ œ

Behold the lamb of God,
behold him who takes away the sins of the world.
Blessed are those called to the supper of the lamb.

 and together with the people he adds once:

& œ
��������������������������������������������������������������

œ á œ œ œ œ

& á
���������������������������������������������������
�

œœ œ œ œ

lord, i am not worthy
that you should enter under my roof,
but only say the word
and my soul shall be healed.

133. the priest, facing the altar, says quietly:

may the Body of Christ
keep me safe for eternal life.

 and he reverently consumes the body of christ. 

 then he takes the chalice and says quietly:

may the Blood of Christ
keep me safe for eternal life.

 and he reverently consumes the blood of christ.

134. after this, he takes the paten or ciborium and approaches the communicants. the priest 
raises a host slightly and shows it to each of the communicants, saying:

The Body of Christ.

 the communicant replies:

amen.

 and receives holy communion.

 if a Deacon also distributes holy communion, he does so in the same manner.
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135. if any are present who are to receive holy communion under both kinds, the rite described 
in the proper place is to be followed. 

136. While the priest is receiving the body of christ, the communion chant begins.

137. When the distribution of communion is over, the priest or a Deacon or an acolyte purifies the 
paten over the chalice and also the chalice itself. 

 While he carries out the purification, the priest says quietly:

What has passed our lips as food, o lord,
may we possess in purity of heart,
that what has been given to us in time
may be our healing for eternity.

138. then the priest may return to the chair. if appropriate, a sacred silence may be observed for 
a while, or a psalm or other canticle of praise or a hymn may be sung.

139. then, standing at the altar or at the chair and facing the people, with hands joined, the 
priest says:

let us pray.

 all pray in silence with the priest for a while, unless silence has just been observed. then 
the priest, with hands extended, says the prayer after communion, at the end of which the 
people acclaim:

amen.
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ThE ConCLuDing riTES

140. if they are necessary, any brief announcements to the people follow here.

141. then the dismissal takes place. the priest, facing the people and extending his hands, says:

& œ
���������������������

œ œ œ œ

The lord be with you.

 the people reply:

& œ
����������������������

œ œ œ œ

and with your spirit.

 the priest blesses the people, saying:

& œ á œ œ á œ œ œ œ œ

& œ œ œœ œ

may almighty God bless you,
the Father, and the son, X and the holy spirit.

 the people reply:

& œ
������

œœ

amen.

142. on certain days or occasions, this formula of blessing is preceded, in accordance with the rubrics, 
by another more solemn formula of blessing or by a prayer over the people (cf. pp. 674ff.).
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143. in a pontifical Mass, the celebrant receives the miter and, extending his hands, says:

& œ
���������������������

œ œ œ œ

The lord be with you.

 all reply:

& œ
����������������������

œ œ œ œ

and with your spirit.

 the celebrant says:

& á
��������������������������������

œ œ

Blessed be the name of the lord.

 all reply:

& œ
������������������

œ œ œ œ

Now and for ever.

 the celebrant says:

& á
�����������������������������������

œ œ

our help is in the name of the lord.

 all reply:

& œ
���������������������������

œ œ œ œ œ

Who made heaven and earth.

 then the celebrant receives the pastoral staff, if he uses it, and says:

& œ
���������������������������

á œ

may almighty God bless you,
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 making the Sign of the cross over the people three times, he adds:

& œ á œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ

the Father, X and the son, X and the holy X spirit.

 all:

& œ
������

œœ

amen.

144. then the Deacon, or the priest himself, with hands joined and facing the people, says:

& œ œœ œ œœ œ œœ œ œœ œœ œ œ

Go forth, the mass is ended.
 or:

& œ œ œ œœ œ œœ œ œœ œ œ œœ œœ œ œ

Go and announce the Gospel of the lord.
 or:

& œ œ œ á œœ œœ œ œ œœ œœ œ œ

Go in peace, glorifying the lord by your life.
 or:

& œœ œœ œœ œœ œ œ œœ

Go in peace.

 the people reply:

thanks be to god.
145. then the priest venerates the altar as usual with a kiss, as at the beginning. after making a 

profound bow with the ministers, he withdraws.

146. if any liturgical action follows immediately, the rites of dismissal are omitted.
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blessINgs aT The eND Of mass
aND pRayeRs OVeR The peOple

SOLEmN BLESSINGS

 the following blessings may be used, at the discretion of the priest, at the end of the 
celebration of Mass, or of a Liturgy of the Word, or of the office, or of the Sacraments.

 the Deacon or, in his absence, the priest himself, says the invitation: bow down for the 
blessing. then the priest, with hands extended over the people, says the blessing, with all 
responding: amen.

i. For Celebrations in the Different liturgical Times

1. advent

may the almighty and merciful God,
by whose grace you have placed your faith
in the First Coming of his only Begotten son
and yearn for his coming again
sanctify you by the radiance of Christ’s advent
and enrich you with his blessing.
r. amen.

as you run the race of this present life,
may he make you firm in faith,
joyful in hope and active in charity.
r. amen.

so that, rejoicing now with devotion
at the Redeemer’s coming in the flesh,
you may be endowed with the rich reward of eternal life
when he comes again in majesty.
r. amen.

and may the blessing of almighty God,
the Father, and the son, X and the holy spirit,
come down on you and remain with you for ever.
r. amen.

2. the Nativity of the Lord

may the God of infinite goodness,
who by the incarnation of his son has driven darkness from the world
and by that glorious Birth has illumined this most holy night (day),
drive far from you the darkness of vice
and illumine your hearts with the light of virtue.
r. amen.
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may God, who willed that the great joy
of his son’s saving Birth
be announced to shepherds by the angel,
fill your minds with the gladness he gives
and make you heralds of his Gospel.
r. amen.

and may God, who by the incarnation
brought together the earthly and heavenly realm,
fill you with the gift of his peace and favor
and make you sharers with the Church in heaven.
r. amen.

and may the blessing of almighty God,
the Father, and the son, X and the holy spirit,
come down on you and remain with you for ever.
r. amen.

3. the beginning of the year

may God, the source and origin of all blessing,
grant you grace,
pour out his blessing in abundance,
and keep you safe from harm throughout the year.
r. amen.

may he give you integrity in the faith,
endurance in hope,
and perseverance in charity
with holy patience to the end.
r. amen.

may he order your days and your deeds in his peace,
grant your prayers in this and in every place,
and lead you happily to eternal life.
r. amen.

and may the blessing of almighty God,
the Father, and the son, X and the holy spirit,
come down on you and remain with you for ever.
r. amen.
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4. the epiphany of the Lord

may God, who has called you
out of darkness into his wonderful light,
pour out in kindness his blessing upon you
and make your hearts firm
in faith, hope and charity.
r. amen.

and since in all confidence you follow Christ,
who today appeared in the world
as a light shining in darkness,
may God make you, too,
a light for your brothers and sisters.
r. amen.

and so when your pilgrimage is ended,
may you come to him
whom the magi sought as they followed the star
and whom they found with great joy, the light from light,
who is Christ the lord.
r. amen.

and may the blessing of almighty God,
the Father, and the son, X and the holy spirit,
come down on you and remain with you for ever.
r. amen.

5. the passion of the Lord

may God, the Father of mercies,
who has given you an example of love
in the Passion of his only Begotten son,
grant that, by serving God and your neighbor,
you may lay hold of the wondrous gift of his blessing.
r. amen.

so that you may receive the reward of everlasting life from him, 
through whose earthly Death
you believe that you escape eternal death.
r. amen.

and by following the example of his self-abasement,
may you possess a share in his Resurrection.
r. amen.
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and may the blessing of almighty God,
the Father, and the son, X and the holy spirit,
come down on you and remain with you for ever.
r. amen.

6. easter time

may God, who by the Resurrection of his only Begotten son
was pleased to confer on you
the gift of redemption and of adoption,
give you gladness by his blessing.
r. amen.

may he, by whose redeeming work
you have received the gift of everlasting freedom,
make you heirs to an eternal inheritance.
r. amen.

and may you, who have already risen with Christ
in Baptism through faith,
by living in a right manner on this earth,
be united with him in the homeland of heaven.
r. amen.

and may the blessing of almighty God,
the Father, and the son, X and the holy spirit,
come down on you and remain with you for ever.
r. amen.
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7. the ascension of the Lord

may almighty God bless you,
for on this very day his only Begotten son
pierced the heights of heaven
and unlocked for you the way
to ascend to where he is.
r. amen.

may he grant that,
as Christ after his Resurrection
was seen plainly by his disciples,
so when he comes as Judge
he may show himself merciful to you for all eternity.
r. amen.

and may you, who believe he is seated
with the Father in his majesty,
know with joy the fulfillment of his promise
to stay with you until the end of time.
r. amen.

and may the blessing of almighty God,
the Father, and the son, X and the holy spirit,
come down on you and remain with you for ever.
r. amen.

8. the holy Spirit

may God, the Father of lights,
who was pleased to enlighten the disciples’ minds
by the outpouring of the spirit, the Paraclete,
grant you gladness by his blessing
and make you always abound with the gifts of the same spirit.
r. amen.

may the wondrous flame that appeared above the disciples,
powerfully cleanse your hearts from every evil
and pervade them with its purifying light.
r. amen.

and may God, who has been pleased to unite many tongues
in the profession of one faith,
give you perseverance in that same faith
and, by believing, may you journey from hope to clear vision.
r. amen.
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and may the blessing of almighty God,
the Father, and the son, X and the holy spirit,
come down on you and remain with you for ever.
r. amen.

9. ordinary time i

may the lord bless you and keep you.
r. amen.

may he let his face shine upon you
and show you his mercy.
r. amen.

may he turn his countenance towards you
and give you his peace.
r. amen.

and may the blessing of almighty God,
the Father, and the son, X and the holy spirit,
come down on you and remain with you for ever.
r. amen.

10. ordinary time ii

may the peace of God,
which surpasses all understanding,
keep your hearts and minds
in the knowledge and love of God,
and of his son, our lord Jesus Christ.
r. amen.

and may the blessing of almighty God,
the Father, and the son, X and the holy spirit,
come down on you and remain with you for ever.
r. amen.
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11. ordinary time iii

may almighty God bless you in his kindness
and pour out saving wisdom upon you.
r. amen.

may he nourish you always with the teachings of the faith
and make you persevere in holy deeds.
r. amen.

may he turn your steps towards himself
and show you the path of charity and peace.
r. amen.

and may the blessing of almighty God,
the Father, and the son, X and the holy spirit,
come down on you and remain with you for ever.
r. amen.

12. ordinary time iv

may the God of all consolation order your days in his peace
and grant you the gifts of his blessing.
r. amen.

may he free you always from every distress
and confirm your hearts in his love.
r. amen.

so that on this life’s journey
you may be effective in good works,
rich in the gifts of hope, faith and charity,
and may come happily to eternal life.
r. amen.

and may the blessing of almighty God,
the Father, and the son, X and the holy spirit,
come down on you and remain with you for ever.
r. amen.
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13. ordinary time v

may almighty God always keep every adversity far from you
and in his kindness pour out upon you the gifts of his blessing.
r. amen.

may God keep your hearts attentive to his words,
that they may be filled with everlasting gladness.
r. amen.

and so, may you always understand what is good and right,
and be found ever hastening along
in the path of God’s commands,
made coheirs with the citizens of heaven.
r. amen.

and may the blessing of almighty God,
the Father, and the son, X and the holy spirit,
come down on you and remain with you for ever.
r. amen.

14. ordinary time vi

may God bless you with every heavenly blessing,
make you always holy and pure in his sight,
pour out in abundance upon you the riches of his glory,
and teach you with the words of truth;
may he instruct you in the Gospel of salvation,
and ever endow you with fraternal charity.
Through Christ our lord.
r. amen.

and may the blessing of almighty God,
the Father, and the son, X and the holy spirit,
come down on you and remain with you for ever.
r. amen.
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ii. For Celebrations of the saints

15. the blessed virgin Mary

may God, who through the childbearing of the Blessed Virgin mary
willed in his great kindness to redeem the human race,
be pleased to enrich you with his blessing.
r. amen.

may you know always and everywhere the protection of her,
through whom you have been found worthy to receive the author of life.
r. amen.

may you, who have devoutly gathered on this day,
carry away with you the gifts of spiritual joys and heavenly rewards.
r. amen.

and may the blessing of almighty God,
the Father, and the son, X and the holy spirit,
come down on you and remain with you for ever.
r. amen.

16. Saints peter and paul, apostles

may almighty God bless you,
for he has made you steadfast in saint Peter’s saving confession
and through it has set you on the solid rock of the Church’s faith.
r. amen.

and having instructed you
by the tireless preaching of saint Paul,
may God teach you constantly by his example
to win brothers and sisters for Christ.
r. amen.

so that by the keys of st Peter and the words of st Paul,
and by the support of their intercession,
God may bring us happily to that homeland
that Peter attained on a cross
and Paul by the blade of a sword.
r. amen.

and may the blessing of almighty God,
the Father, and the son, X and the holy spirit,
come down on you and remain with you for ever.
r. amen.
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17. the apostles

may God, who has granted you
to stand firm on apostolic foundations,
graciously bless you through the glorious merits
of the holy apostles n. and n. (the holy apostle n.).
r. amen.

and may he who endowed you
with the teaching and example of the apostles,
make you, under their protection,
witnesses to the truth before all.
r. amen.

so that through the intercession of the apostles,
you may inherit the eternal homeland,
for by their teaching you possess firmness of faith.
r. amen.

and may the blessing of almighty God,
the Father, and the son, X and the holy spirit,
come down on you and remain with you for ever.
r. amen.

18. all Saints

may God, the glory and joy of the saints,
who has caused you to be strengthened
by means of their outstanding prayers,
bless you with unending blessings.
r. amen.

Freed through their intercession from present ills
and formed by the example of their holy way of life,
may you be ever devoted
to serving God and your neighbor.
r. amen.

so that, together with all,
you may possess the joys of the homeland,
where holy Church rejoices
that her children are admitted in perpetual peace
to the company of the citizens of heaven.
r. amen.

and may the blessing of almighty God,
the Father, and the son, X and the holy spirit,
come down on you and remain with you for ever.
r. amen.
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iii. other Blessings

19. for the Dedication of a church

may God, the lord of heaven and earth,
who has gathered you today for the dedication of this church,
make you abound in heavenly blessings.
r. amen.

and may he who has willed that all his scattered children
should be gathered together in his son,
grant that you may become his temple
and the dwelling place of the holy spirit.
r. amen.

and so, when you are thoroughly cleansed,
may God dwell within you
and grant you to possess with all the saints
the inheritance of eternal happiness.
r. amen.

and may the blessing of almighty God,
the Father, X and the son, X and the holy X spirit,
come down on you and remain with you for ever.
r. amen.

20.  in celebrations for the Dead

may the God of all consolation bless you,
for in his unfathomable goodness he created the human race,
and in the Resurrection of his only Begotten son
he has given believers the hope of rising again.
r. amen.

To us who are alive, may God grant pardon for our sins,
and to all the dead, a place of light and peace.
r. amen.

so may we all live happily for ever with Christ,
whom we believe truly rose from the dead.
r. amen.

and may the blessing of almighty God,
the Father, and the son, X and the holy spirit,
come down on you and remain with you for ever.
r. amen.
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PRAYERS OVER THE PEOPLE

 the following prayers may be used, at the discretion of the priest, at the end of the celebration 
of Mass, or of a Liturgy of the Word, or of the office, or of the Sacraments.

the Deacon or, in his absence, the priest himself, says the invitation: bow down for the 
blessing. then the priest, with hands outstretched over the people, says the prayer, with all 
responding: amen.

after the prayer, the priest always adds: and may the blessing of almighty god, the 
father, and the Son, X and the holy Spirit, come down on you and remain with you for ever. 
r. amen.

1. Be gracious to your people, o lord,
and do not withhold consolation on earth
from those you call to strive for heaven.
Through Christ our lord.

2. Grant, o lord, we pray,
that the Christian people
may understand the truths they profess
and love the heavenly liturgy
in which they participate.
Through Christ our lord.

3. may your people receive your holy blessing,
o lord, we pray,
and, by that gift,
spurn all that would harm them
and obtain what they desire.
Through Christ our lord.

4. Turn your people to you with all their heart,
o lord, we pray,
for you protect even those who go astray,
but when they serve you with undivided heart,
you sustain them with still greater care.
Through Christ our lord.

5. Graciously enlighten your family, o lord, we pray,
that by holding fast to what is pleasing to you,
they may be worthy to accomplish all that is good.
Through Christ our lord.
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6. Bestow pardon and peace, o lord, we pray,
upon your faithful,
that they may be cleansed from every offense
and serve you with untroubled hearts.
Through Christ our lord.

7. may your heavenly favor, o lord, we pray,
increase in number the people subject to you
and make them always obedient to your commands.
Through Christ our lord.

8. Be propitious to your people, o God,
that, freed from every evil,
they may serve you with all their heart
and ever stand firm under your protection.
Through Christ our lord.

9. may your family always rejoice together, o God,
over the mysteries of redemption they have celebrated,
and grant its members the perseverance
to attain the effects that flow from them.
Through Christ our lord.

10. lord God, from the abundance of your mercies
provide for your servants and ensure their safety,
so that, strengthened by your blessings,
they may at all times abound in thanksgiving
and bless you with unending exultation.
Through Christ our lord.

11. Keep your family, we pray, o lord,
in your constant care,
so that, under your protection,
they may be free from all troubles
and by good works show dedication to your name.
Through Christ our lord.

12. Purify your faithful, both in body and in mind,
o lord, we pray,
so that, feeling the compunction you inspire,
they may be able to avoid harmful pleasures
and ever feed upon your delights.
Through Christ our lord.
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13. may the effects of your sacred blessing, o lord,
make themselves felt among your faithful,
to prepare with spiritual sustenance the minds of all,
that they may be strengthened by the power of your love
to carry out works of charity.
Through Christ our lord.

14. The hearts of your faithful submitted to your name,
entreat your help, o lord,
and since without you they can do nothing that is just,
grant by your abundant mercy
that they may both know what is right
and receive all that they need for their good.
Through Christ our lord.

15. hasten to the aid of your faithful people
who call upon you, o lord, we pray,
and graciously give strength in their human weakness,
so that, being dedicated to you in complete sincerity,
they may find gladness in your remedies
both now and in the life to come.
Through Christ our lord.

16. look with favor on your family, o lord,
and bestow your endless mercy on those who seek it:
and just as without your mercy,
they can do nothing truly worthy of you,
so through it,
may they merit to obey your saving commands.
Through Christ our lord.

17. Bestow increase of heavenly grace
on your faithful, o lord;
may they praise you with their lips,
with their souls, with their lives;
and since it is by your gift that we exist,
may our whole lives be yours.
Through Christ our lord.
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18. Direct your people, o lord, we pray,
with heavenly instruction,
that by avoiding every evil
and pursuing all that is good,
they may earn not your anger
but your unending mercy.
Through Christ our lord.

19. Be near to those who call on you, o lord,
and graciously grant your protection
to all who place their hope in your mercy,
that they may remain faithful in holiness of life
and, having enough for their needs in this world,
they may be made full heirs of your promise for eternity.
Through Christ our lord.

20. Bestow the grace of your kindness
upon your supplicant people, o lord,
that, formed by you, their creator,
and restored by you, their sustainer,
through your constant action they may be saved.
Through Christ our lord.

21. may your faithful people, o lord, we pray,
always respond to the promptings of your love
and, moved by wholesome compunction,
may they do gladly what you command,
so as to receive the things you promise.
Through Christ our lord.

22. may the weakness of your devoted people
stir your compassion, o lord, we pray,
and let their faithful pleading win your mercy,
that what they do not presume upon by their merits
they may receive by your generous pardon.
Through Christ our lord.

23. in defense of your children, o lord, we pray,
stretch forth the right hand of your majesty,
so that, obeying your fatherly will,
they may have the unfailing protection
of your fatherly care.
Through Christ our lord.
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24. look, o lord, on the prayers of your family,
and grant them the assistance they humbly implore,
so that, strengthened by the help they need,
they may persevere in confessing your name.
Through Christ our lord.

25. Keep your family safe, o lord, we pray,
and grant them the abundance of your mercies,
that they may find growth
through the teachings and the gifts of heaven.
Through Christ our lord.

26. may your faithful people rejoice, we pray, o lord,
to be upheld by your right hand,
and, progressing in the Christian life,
may they delight in good things
both now and in the time to come.
Through Christ our lord.

on Feasts of saints

27. may the Christian people exult, o lord,
at the glorification of the illustrious members of your son’s Body,
and may they gain a share in the eternal lot
of the saints on whose feast day
they reaffirm their devotion to you,
rejoicing with them for ever in your glory.
Through Christ our lord.

28. Turn the hearts of your people
always to you, o lord, we pray,
and, as you give them the help of such great patrons as these,
grant also the unfailing help of your protection.
Through Christ our lord.
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& œ á œ œ œ á

& á á

& á œ œ œ œ á á

& á á

& á œ œ á œ œ œ œ œ

& œ œ œœ œœ œ œœ

& œ œ œ á á

& á á œ
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& œ á á á

& á œ œ œ œ œ œœ œœ œ œœ

& œ á á

& á á á

& á œ œ œ á

& á á á

& á á á

& œ œ œ á á

& á á œ œ œ œ
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& œ œ œœ œœ

& œ á œ

& œ á á á œ

& œ œ œ œ

& œ á œ œ œ œœ œ œ á

& á œœ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ á

& œ œœ œœ œ œœ œ œ œœ
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PROPER FORmS OF THE CommuniCanTes anD HanC iGiTur

& œ á á

& á á œ œ á

& á œ œ œ œ á

& á á

&
†

œ

& œ á á

& á á á

& á œ œ á

& œ œ œ œ á á

&
†

á œ
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& œ á á

& á œ œ á

& á œ œ œ œ á

&
†

á œ

& œ œ á á

& á á œ œ œ œ á

& á á

& á œ œ œ œ œ

& á á

& á á œ œ œ
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& œ œ œ œ œœ œœ œ œœ

& œ á á

& á œ œ á

& á á

& á œ œ œ œœ

& œ á á

& á á œ œ

& œ á œ

& œ á á œ œ
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& œ œ á á á

& á œ œ

& œ œ á œ œ œ á œ œ œ œ

& á œ œ œ œ œ

& œ á á

& á œ œ á

& á œ œ œ œ á

&
†

á œ

& œ œ á á
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& á á œ œ œ œ á

& á á

& á á œ œ œ

& œ œ á á

& á á œ œ

& œ œ œ œ œ œœ œœ œ œœ

& œ á á

& á á á

& œ œ œ á œ œ á

& á œ œ œ œ á
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER I
or THE ROmAN CANON

(Solemn Tone)

& œ á á

& á á œ

& œ á œ œ œ œ œ á

& á á

& œ œ œ œ œ á á

& á œ œ œ œ á

& á á á

& á á œœ œ

& œ á á

& á á œ

& œ á œ œ œ œ œ á

& á á

& œ œ œ œ œ á á

& á œ œ œ œ á

& á á á

& á á œœ œ



EUCHARISTIC PRAYER I (SOLEmN TONE) 711

& œ œ œ á

& á œ œ á œ œ œ œ œ œ

& œ á œ œ á

& á á œ œ œ œ á

& á á á

& á á œ œ œ œ
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& œ á á

& á á

&
†

œ œ á á

& á á á á

& á á œ œ œ

& á á

& á á á œ

& œ á á

& á œ œ œ

& œ œ œœ œœ œ œœ
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& œ œ á á

& á á œ œ œ œ œ á

& á œ

& á œ œ œ œ œ

& œ œ œœ œœ œ œœ
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& œœ œœ œ œœ á á

& á œ œ œ œ á œ œ œœ œ œ

& œ œ á á

& á œ œœ œ œœ œ

& œ œ œœ á œœ œ

& á œ œ œ

& á œœ œ á œ œ

& œ œ œ œ á á

& á œœ œ
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& œ œ œ œ á œœ œ œ œ œœ á œœ œ

& á œ œœ œ œœ œ

& œ œ œ œ œ á œœ œ

& á á œ œ œ

& á á

& á œœ œ

& œ œ œ œ á œœ œ œ œ œœ á

& á á œ œ œ œ œ

& œ œ á œœ œ œ œ
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& œœ œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œ

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ

& œ œ œ œœ œ œ

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

& œœ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ

& œœ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œœ œ

& œ œ œœ œ œ

&

���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
���������


œœ
	����������������	������


œ œ œ œ œ
�������������������������������	�����


œ œœ œ œ œ œ œ

&
�������������

œ
���� ����������������


œœ œ œ œ œ &
���

œœ
���� ����������������


œœ ¿ œ œ œ œ

&
������������������������������� ���

œ
����������� �������������������

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
��������������������������������

œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ

& œ
������������ �������


œ œ œœ œ œ

&
���

œ
�������������������������������������������

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
����������� ����

œ œ œ

& œœ
���������������

œ œ œ
������������ �������


œ œ œœ œ œ

&
���

œœ
�������������������������������

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
�����������������������������������

œ œ œœ œ œ œ œœ œ

& œ
�������������������


œ œœ œ œ

& œœ œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œ

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ

& œ œ œ œœ œ œ

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

& œœ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ

& œœ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œœ œ

& œ œ œœ œ œ
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& œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ á

& œœ œ á á

& á œœ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ á

& á á

& á œœ œ œ á á œ œ œ

& œ œ œ œ œ á á

& œ œœ œœœ œ

& á œ œœ á œ œ

& œ œ œ œ œ á á

& á á
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& á œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ á

& á œœ œ œ á œ œœ œœœ œ

& œ œ œ œ œ œœ á á

& á œœ œ á

& á œ œœ œ œ œ œ œ á

& á œœ œ á œ œ œ œ

& œ œ œ œ œ á œ œ œœ œœœ œ

& œ œ œœ œœ œ œœ
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& œ œ œ á á

& á á œ

& œ á á á

& á œ œ œ œ œ œœ œœ œ œœ

& œ á á

& á á á

& á œ œ œ á

& á á á

& á á á
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& œ œ œ á á

& á á œ œ œ œ

& œ œ œœ œœ

& œ á œ

& œ á á á œ

& œ œ œ œ

& œ á œ œ œ œœ œ œ á

& á œœ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ á

& œ œœ œœ œ œœ œ œ œœ
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER II

& œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ

& œœ œ œ œ œœ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œœ

& œ á á œ œ œœ œ œ á

& á œ œ œ œœ œ á

& á œ œ œ á œœ œ œ œ œœ

& œ œ á œ œ œœ œ á

& á œ œ œ œ œ œœ œœ œ œœ œ œ á

& á œœ œ œœ œ œ á

& á œœ œ œœ œ á œ œ œ
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& á
����������������������������������

œœ œœ œ œœ œ œ
���������������������
��������



á œ

& œ
����	�����

œ á
������
�����������
����������

œ ¿ œ œ á
��������������������������
����

œœ œœ œ œ

&

�����������������������������������������������������
������������������������������
��
���������
����

œ
���
��

œœ œ
���
��

œœ œ
���
��������������������

œ œœ œ œ œ œ
����������������������

œ œ œœ œ

& œ
��

����������
�����

œ œ œ œ œ
���������������������������

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
�
�������������

œ œ œœ

& œ
����������������������������������

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
���������������������������

œœ œ œ œ œœ œœ

&
������������
���
���������������������������������

œ
�����������������
��� �����

á á
���������������

����
�������

œ œ œ œ œ

&

�������������������������
���������������������������������������������������������
���������
���������

œ
�������
����������������������������������

á á
��������������������

& á
	����������������
���������������



œ œ

&
�

���������������������������������	������������������������������������������������
����
�����������������

œ
������������������������������

á á
�������������������
����������������

œ

& œ œ á œ œ œ á œœ œœ œ œ

& œ œœ œ œœ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œœ œœ

& œ á á œ œ œ œ œ

& œ á á

& á œ œ

& œ á á œ
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& œ œ œœ

& œ á á œ œ

& œ á á á

& á œ œ

& œ œ á œ œ œ á œ œ œ œ

& á œ œ œ œ œ

& œ á œ œ

& œ á á á

& á œ œ
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& œ œ á œ œ œ á

& á œ œ á œ œ œ œ œ

& œ á á

& œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œ œ

& œ œœ œ œ œ œ

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ

& œ œ œ œœ œ œ

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

& œœ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ



EUCHARISTIC PRAYER II 725

& œœ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œœ œ

& œ œ œœ œ œ

& œ œ á

& á á á

& œ œ œ œ á á

& á œ œ œ

& œ œ á á

& á œ œ œ œ

& œ œ œ á á œ

& œ á á
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& á œ œ œ œ œ

& œ œ œ á á

& á á œ œ

& œ œ á œ œ œ œœ

& œ á œ œ á

& á á á

& á œ œ œ á

& á á

& á œ œ œ
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& œ á œ œ œ œœ œ œ á

& á œœ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ á

& œ œœ œœ œ œœ œ œ œœ

& œ œ œ á á

& á œ œ á

& á á

& œ œ œ œ
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER III

& œ á á

& á œ œ á

& á á

& á œ œ œ á

& á á

& á œ œ œ

& œ œ á á

& á á

& œ œ œ á

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER III
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& á á œ œ

& œ œ œ

& œ á œ

& œ á á

& á á œ œ

& œ œ á œ œ œ á œ œ œ œ

& á œ œ œ œ œ

& œ á œ œ

& œ á á
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& á œ œ

& œ œ á œ œ œ á

& á œ œ á œ œ œ œ œ

& œ á á

& œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œ œ

& œ œœ œ œ œ œ

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ

& œ œ œ œœ œ œ

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
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& œœ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ

& œœ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œœ œ

& œ œ œœ œ œ

& œ œ á á á

& á á

& á á œ œ œ á

& á á œ œ œ œ œ

& œ á á

& á á

& á œ œ á á



732 CHANTS FOR THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

& á á á

& á œ œ œ œ

& œ á á

& á œ œ á

& á á

& á á œ œ á

& á á œ œ œ

& œ á á

& á œ œ œœ œ á

& á á á
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& á á á á

& á œ œ œœ

& œ œ á á

& á œ œ œ á á

& á á œ œ œœ

&
†

œ á á

& á á

& œ œ œ á

& á á á
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&
†

á œ œ œ

& œ á œ œ œ œœ œ œ á

& á œœ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ á

& œ œœ œœ œ œœ œ œ œœ

&
†

œ á á

& á œ œ á á

& á á

& œ œ œ á á

& á á á
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& á œ œ œ œœ œ œ á

& á

& á œ œ œ á

& á á

& á œ œ á á

& á á á

& á
†

á œ œ œ
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER IV

& œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ

& œœ œ œ œ œœ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œœ

& œ á œœ œ œ œ á

& œ œ œ œœ œ œ á œ œ œ œ œ

& á œœ œ œœ œ œ á

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œ á á

& á á œœ œ œ œ á œ œ

& œ œœ œ á œ œ œœ œ

& œ œ á œœ œ œœ œ
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& œ
����������������������������

á œœ œ œ á
�����������������������������������

œ œ

& œ
��
��

á
�����������������	����
���	����

œœ œœ œ œœ œ œ
��������������������
������

á

& á
����������������	���	���	�����

œœ œ œœ œ á
�����������
�������������
�������������

œœ ¿ á

& á
�������������������
	
�����

œœ œœ œ œ

&

�����������������������
�������������������������
��
���������������
�����������������
��������������

œ
��	����

œœ œ
��	����

œœ œ
��	���������������������

œ œœ œ œ œ œ
����	�����������������

œ œ œœ œ

& œ
����������������	���

œ œ œ œ œ
��	���	���������������	����

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
�����	���������

œ œ œœ

& œ
����
�����������������������������

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
��	���	���������������	����

œœ œ œ œ œœ œœ

&
�������
����
�������������������������������������

œ
������������������� ����������������

á á
�����������������

á
������������

& á
������������������������������������������������

œ œ
���������������

á

& á
������������������

á
��������������������������������������
����

œ

& œ œœ œ œœ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œœ œœ

& œ á á á

& á œ œ á

& á á œ



738 CHANTS FOR THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

& œ
�������������������������������������������

á á
���������������������

& á
��������������������


œœ œœ œ œ
	�������������������������������������

á

& á
���������������

á
�������������������������������������������


œ

& œ
����������������������������������������

á á
�����������������������������

& œ
�������


œ œ
���������������������������������������

á á
����������

& á
������������

á
������������������������������������������


œ œ œœ œ œ
	�

& á
���������������������������������������

á
����������������������������

& á
��������������������������������������������������


œ œ œ
�������������

á

& á
������� ����������

á
��������������������������

á
����������������

& á
�����������������������������������


œ œ
�����������������������������

á

& á
����������������������

á
����������������������

á
�����������������
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& á œœ œœ œ á á

& œ œ á á

& œœ œœ œ á á

& á œ œ œ œ á

& á á œ œ á

& á á

& œ œ œ

& œ œ á á

& á œ œ œ œ á

& á á
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& á á œ œ œ œ œ

& œ á á

& á á á

& á œ œ á

& á á á

& œ œ

& œ œ á œ œ œ á œ œ œ œ

& á œ œ œ œ œ

& œ á á œ
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& œ á á œ œ

& œ œ á œ œ œ á

& á œ œ á œ œ œ œ œ

& œ á á

& œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œ œ

& œ œœ œ œ œ œ

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ

& œ œ œ œœ œ œ

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
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& œœ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ

& œœ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œœ œ

& œ œ œœ œ œ

& œ œ á á

& á á á

& á œ œ á á

& á œ œ œ á á

& á á á

& á œ œ

& œ á á
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& á á á

& á œ œ œ á

& á á

& á á œ œ œ œ

& œ œ œ á

& œ œ œ œ á á

& á œ œ œ á á

& á á á

& á á œœ œœ œ œ œ

& á á
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& á œ œ œœ œ á

& á á

& á á á

& á œ œ œ á

& á á á

& á á

& á œ œ œ

& œ á œ œ œ œœ œ œ á

& á œœ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ á

& œ œœ œœ œ œœ œ œ œœ

then follows the communion rite, p. 663.
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ThE inTroDuCTory riTES

1. the priest approaches the altar with the minister and after making a profound bow with the 
minister, venerates the altar with a kiss and goes to the chair.

then the minister or the priest himself recites the entrance antiphon and the priest and 
the minister, standing, sign themselves with the Sign of the cross, while the priest, facing 
the minister, says:

in the name of the Father, and of the son, and of the holy spirit.

 the minister replies:

amen.
2. then the priest, facing the minister and extending his hands, greets him, saying:

The lord be with you.

 the minister replies:

and with your spirit.

 other formulas of greeting may also be used, as found in the order of Mass (pp. 513-514).

3. then the priest and the minister recite together the formula of general confession:

i confess to almighty God
and to you, my brother,
that i have greatly sinned,
in my thoughts and in my words,
in what i have done and in what i have failed to do,

 and, striking their breast, they say:

through my fault, through my fault,
through my most grievous fault;

 then they continue:

therefore i ask blessed mary ever-Virgin,
all the angels and saints,
and you, my brother,
to pray for me to the lord our God.

 the absolution by the priest follows:

may almighty God have mercy on us,
forgive us our sins,
and bring us to everlasting life.

 the minister replies:

amen.

 other formulas for the penitential act may also be used, as found in the order of Mass (pp. 
515-519).
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4. the Kyrie, eleison (Lord, have mercy) invocations follow, the priest reciting them in alternation 
with the minister:

priest:  lord, have mercy. Minister:  Lord, have mercy.
priest:  Christ, have mercy. Minister:  christ, have mercy.
priest:  lord, have mercy. Minister:  Lord, have mercy.

 or:

priest:  Kyrie, eleison. Minister:  Kyrie, eleison.
priest:  Christe, eleison. Minister:  christe, eleison.
priest:  Kyrie, eleison. Minister:  Kyrie, eleison.

5. then, when it is prescribed, the priest and the minister recite together the hymn gloria in 
excelsis (glory to god in the highest).

6. When this hymn is concluded, the priest, with hands joined, says:

let us pray.

 after a moment of prayer in silence, he extends his hands and says the collect prayer, at the 
end of which the minister acclaims:

amen.

ThE LiTurgy of ThE WorD

7. then the minister or the priest himself reads the first reading, the psalm and the Second 
reading, if there is to be one, along with the other chant. 

8. then the priest, bowing profoundly before the altar, says quietly:

Cleanse my heart and my lips, almighty God,
that i may worthily proclaim your holy Gospel.

9. after this, with hands joined, he says:

The lord be with you.

 the minister replies:

and with your spirit.

 the priest:

a reading from the holy Gospel according to n.

 and, at the same time, he makes the Sign of the cross on the book and on his forehead, lips, 
and breast.

 the minister acclaims:

glory to you, o Lord.

 then the priest proclaims the gospel, at the end of which he acclaims:

The Gospel of the lord.
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 the minister replies:

praise to you, Lord Jesus christ.

 then the priest kisses the book, saying quietly:

Through the words of the Gospel
may our sins be wiped away.

10. When it is prescribed, the priest and the minister recite together the Symbol or profession of 
faith or creed.

11. after this there may follow the universal prayer, that is, the prayer of the faithful or bidding 
prayers. in it the priest says the introduction and conclusion and the minister the intentions.

ThE LiTurgy of ThE EuChAriST

12. the minister places the corporal, the purificator and the chalice on the altar, unless this was 
already done at the beginning of Mass. the priest goes to the middle of the altar.

then the minister brings the paten with the bread, which the priest takes and holds 
slightly raised above the altar with both hands, saying:

Blessed are you, lord God of all creation,
for through your goodness we have received
the bread we offer you:
fruit of the earth and work of human hands,
it will become for us the bread of life.

 then he places the paten with the bread on the corporal.

 at the end, the minister may acclaim:

blessed be god for ever.
14. after this the priest pours wine and a little water into the chalice, saying quietly:

By the mystery of this water and wine
may we come to share in the divinity of Christ
who humbled himself to share in our humanity.

15. then he takes the chalice and holds it slightly raised above the altar with both hands, saying:

Blessed are you, lord God of all creation,
for through your goodness we have received
the wine we offer you:
fruit of the vine and work of human hands,
it will become our spiritual drink.

 then he places the chalice on the corporal.

 at the end, the minister may acclaim:

blessed be god for ever.
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16. after this, the priest, bowing profoundly, says quietly:

With humble spirit and contrite heart
may we be accepted by you, o lord,
and may our sacrifice in your sight this day
be pleasing to you, lord God.

17. then standing at the side of the altar, he washes his hands, saying quietly:

Wash me, o lord, from my iniquity
and cleanse me from my sin.

18. Standing at the middle of the altar, facing the minister, extending and then joining his hands, 
he says:

Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters),
that my sacrifice and yours
may be acceptable to God,
the almighty Father.

 the minister replies:

May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands
for the praise and glory of his name,
for our good
and the good of all his holy church.

 then the priest, with hands extended, says the prayer over the offerings, at the end of 
which the minister acclaims: amen.

19. then the priest says the eucharistic prayer, according to the norms indicated in each 
eucharistic prayer (pp. 635-662 and 757-798).

ThE CoMMunion riTE

20. after the doxology at the end of the eucharistic prayer, and after the chalice and paten have 
been set down, the priest, with hands joined, says:

at the savior’s command
and formed by divine teaching,
we dare to say:
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he extends his hands and, together with the minister, continues:

our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

21. With hands extended, the priest alone continues, saying:

Deliver us, lord, we pray, from every evil,
graciously grant peace in our days,
that, by the help of your mercy,
we may be always free from sin
and safe from all distress,
as we await the blessed hope
and the coming of our savior, Jesus Christ.

 he joins his hands.

 the minister concludes the prayer, acclaiming:

for the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours
now and for ever.

22. then the priest, with hands extended, says aloud:

lord Jesus Christ,
who said to your apostles:
Peace i leave you, my peace i give you,
look not on our sins,
but on the faith of your Church,
and graciously grant her peace and unity
in accordance with your will.

 he joins his hands.

Who live and reign for ever and ever.

 the minister replies:

amen.
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23. the priest, facing the minister, extending and then joining his hands, adds:

The peace of the lord be with you always.

 the minister replies:

and with your spirit.

 then, if appropriate, the priest gives the sign of peace to the minister.

24. then he takes the host and breaks it over the paten, while the minister says:

Lamb of god, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of god, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of god, you take away the sins of the world, grant us peace.

 the priest places a small piece in the chalice, saying quietly:

may this mingling of the Body and Blood
of our lord Jesus Christ
bring eternal life to us who receive it.

25. then the priest, with hands joined, says quietly:

lord Jesus Christ, son of the living God,
who, by the will of the Father
and the work of the holy spirit,
through your Death gave life to the world,
free me by this, your most holy Body and Blood,
from all my sins and from every evil;
keep me always faithful to your commandments,
and never let me be parted from you.

 or:

may the receiving of your Body and Blood,
lord Jesus Christ,
not bring me to judgment and condemnation,
but through your loving mercy
be for me protection in mind and body
and a healing remedy.
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26. the priest genuflects, takes the host and, holding it slightly raised above the paten or above 
the chalice, while facing the minister, says aloud:

behold the Lamb of god,
behold him who takes away the sins of the world.
blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb.

 and together with the minister he adds once:

lord, i am not worthy
that you should enter under my roof,
but only say the word
and my soul shall be healed.

 if the minister is not to receive communion, the priest, having taken up the host, immediately 
says, Lord, i am not worthy, etc.

27. the priest then says quietly:

may the Body of Christ
keep me safe for eternal life.

 and he reverently consumes the body of christ. 

 then he takes the chalice and says quietly:

may the Blood of Christ
keep me safe for eternal life.

 and he reverently consumes the blood of christ.

28.  Meanwhile the minister recites the communion antiphon.

29. after this, the priest takes the paten and approaches the minister, if he is to receive communion, 
and raises a host slightly, showing it to the minister and saying:

The Body of Christ.

 the minister replies:

amen.

 and receives holy communion.

30. then the priest purifies the paten over the chalice and also the chalice itself. the chalice, paten, 
corporal and purificator are taken by the minister to the credence table or left on the altar.

 While he carries out the purification, the priest says quietly:

What has passed our lips as food, o lord,
may we possess in purity of heart,
that what has been given to us in time
may be our healing for eternity.

31.  a sacred silence may be observed for a while.
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32.  then, with hands joined, the priest says:

let us pray.

 after a brief pause for silence, unless silence has just been observed, he extends his hands 
and says the prayer after communion, at the end of which the minister acclaims:

amen. 

ThE ConCLuDing riTES

33. then the priest, facing the minister and extending his hands, says:

The lord be with you.

 the minister replies:

and with your spirit.

 the priest blesses the minister, saying:

may almighty God bless you,
the Father, and the son, X and the holy spirit.

 the minister replies:

amen.
34. then the priest venerates the altar with a kiss, and after making a profound bow with the 

minister, he withdraws.
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eucharistic prayer for reconciliation i
in a concelebration

the preface and you are indeed holy, o Lord to just as you yourself are holy inclusive are said by 
the principal celebrant alone, with hands extended.
 from Look, we pray to we, too, are your sons and daughters inclusive is said together by all 
the concelebrants, with hands extended toward the offerings.
 from but before to who heals every division inclusive, all the concelebrants together speak 
in this manner:

a)  the part but before, with hands joined.
b)  While speaking the words of the Lord, each extends his right hand toward the bread and 

toward the chalice, if this seems appropriate; as the host and the chalice are elevated at the 
consecration, however, the concelebrants look toward them and then bow profoundly.

c)  the parts therefore, as we celebrate the memorial and Look kindly, most compassionate 
father, with hands extended.

 it is appropriate that the intercession be pleased to keep us always in communion of mind 
and heart be assigned to one or other of the concelebrants, who pronounces this prayer alone, 
with hands extended.
 the following parts especially may be sung: but before; as he ate with them; in a similar 
way; therefore, as we celebrate the memorial; Look kindly, most compassionate father, as well as 
the concluding doxology.
 the concluding doxology of the eucharistic prayer is pronounced by the principal celebrant 
alone, or by all the concelebrants together with the principal celebrant.
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EuChAriSTiC PrAyErS 
for rEConCiLiATion

the eucharistic prayers for reconciliation may be used in Masses in which the mystery of reconciliation 
is conveyed to the faithful in a special way, as, for example, in the Masses for promoting harmony, 
for reconciliation, for the preservation of peace and Justice, in time of War or civil Disturbance, for 
the forgiveness of Sins, for charity, of the Mystery of the holy cross, of the Most holy eucharist, of 
the Most precious blood of our Lord Jesus christ, as well as in Masses during Lent. although these 
eucharistic prayers have been provided with a proper preface, they may also be used with other 
prefaces that refer to penance and conversion, as, for example, the prefaces of Lent.

i

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ

& œœ œ œ œ œœ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œœ

& œ á á œœ œ œ

& œ á œœ œ œ œ á

& á á œœ œ œ œ á

& á á œœ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œ œ á

& á œœ œœ œ œ œ á

& á œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ

& á á œ

& œ œ œœ œ á œ œ œ á œ œ
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& œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ

& œœ œ œ œ œœ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œœ

& œ á á œœ œ œ

& œ á œœ œ œ œ á

& á á œœ œ œ œ á

& á á œœ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œ œ á

& á œœ œœ œ œ œ á

& á œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ

& á á œ

& œ œ œœ œ á œ œ œ á œ œ

& œœ
������������

œ œ œ
������������������������������������

á á
����
�����	����

& á
������������������������������

œ œ œœ œ œ
����������������������������������������

á

& á
����	��������
�����������������������

œœ œœ œ œ
�������������������������������

á œ œ

& œ
�����

œ á
���������������������
���������
���������������������

œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ

& œœ
��������

œ œ
������������������������

á á
��������������������������

œ œ

& œ
����

œ
�����������
��	��������

á á
�����������������������
������


œœ œ

& œ
����

á
�������������������������
����������������������

œ œ œ á
����������

& œœ
�������������
�

œœ œ œ

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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text without music:

1. v.  The lord be with you.
r.  and with your spirit.

v.  lift up your hearts.
r.  We lift them up to the Lord.

v.  let us give thanks to the lord our God.
r. it is right and just.

It is truly right and just
that we should always give you thanks,

lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God.

For you do not cease to spur us on
to possess a more abundant life
and, being rich in mercy,
you constantly offer pardon
and call on sinners
to trust in your forgiveness alone.

never did you turn away from us,
and, though time and again we have broken your covenant,
you have bound the human family to yourself
through Jesus your son, our Redeemer,
with a new bond of love so tight
that it can never be undone.

even now you set before your people
a time of grace and reconciliation,
and, as they turn back to you in spirit,
you grant them hope in Christ Jesus
and a desire to be of service to all,
while they entrust themselves
more fully to the holy spirit.

and so, filled with wonder,
we extol the power of your love,
and, proclaiming our joy
at the salvation that comes from you,
we join in the heavenly hymn of countless hosts,
as without end we acclaim:
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holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts.
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the lord.
hosanna in the highest.

2. the priest, with hands extended, says:

You are indeed holy, o lord,
and from the world’s beginning
are ceaselessly at work,
so that the human race may become holy,
just as you yourself are holy.

3. he joins his hands and, holding them extended over the offerings, says:

look, we pray, upon your people’s offerings
and pour out on them the power of your spirit,

 he joins his hands and makes the Sign of the cross once over the bread and chalice together, 
saying:

that they may become the Body and X Blood

 he joins his hands.

of your beloved son, Jesus Christ,
in whom we, too, are your sons and daughters.

indeed, though we once were lost
and could not approach you,
you loved us with the greatest love:
for your son, who alone is just,
handed himself over to death,
and did not disdain to be nailed for our sake
to the wood of the Cross.

But before his arms were outstretched between heaven and earth,
to become the lasting sign of your covenant,
he desired to celebrate the Passover with his disciples.

celebrant alone

celebrant 
with concelebrants
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4. in the formulas that follow, the words of the Lord should be pronounced clearly and distinctly, 
as the nature of these words requires.

as he ate with them,

 he takes the bread and, holding it slightly raised above the altar, continues:

he took bread
and, giving you thanks, he said the blessing,
broke the bread and gave it to them, saying:

 he bows slightly.

Take This, all of you, and eaT of iT,
for This is my Body,
which will Be given up for you.

 he shows the consecrated host to the people, places it again on the paten, and genuflects in 
adoration.

5. after this, he continues:

in a similar way, when supper was ended,
knowing that he was about to reconcile all things in himself
through his Blood to be shed on the Cross,

 he takes the chalice and, holding it slightly raised above the altar, continues:

he took the chalice, filled with the fruit of the vine,
and once more giving you thanks,
handed the chalice to his disciples, saying:

 he bows slightly.

Take This, all of you, and drink from iT,
for This is The chalice of my Blood,
The Blood of The new and eTernal covenanT,
which will Be poured ouT for you and for many

for The forgiveness of sins.
Do This in memory of me.

 he shows the chalice to the people, places it on the corporal, and genuflects in adoration.
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6. then he says:

The mystery of faith.

 and the people continue, acclaiming:

We proclaim your Death, o Lord,
and profess your resurrection 
until you come again.

 or:

When we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim your Death, o Lord,
until you come again.

 or:

Save us, Savior of the world,
for by your cross and resurrection
you have set us free.

7. then the priest, with hands extended, says:

Therefore, as we celebrate
the memorial of your son Jesus Christ,
who is our Passover and our surest peace,
we celebrate his Death and Resurrection from the dead,
and looking forward to his blessed Coming,
we offer you, who are our faithful and merciful God,
this sacrificial Victim
who reconciles to you the human race.

look kindly, most compassionate Father,
on those you unite to yourself
by the sacrifice of your son,
and grant that, by the power of the holy spirit,
as they partake of this one Bread and one Chalice,
they may be gathered into one Body in Christ, 
who heals every division.

celebrant alone

celebrant 
with concelebrants
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765

Be pleased to keep us always
in communion of mind and heart,
together with n. our Pope and n. our Bishop.*

help us to work together
for the coming of your Kingdom,
until the hour when we stand before you,
saints among the saints in the halls of heaven,
with the Blessed Virgin mary, mother of God,
the blessed apostles and all the saints,
and with our deceased brothers and sisters,
whom we humbly commend to your mercy.

Then, freed at last from the wound of corruption
and made fully into a new creation,
we shall sing to you with gladness

 he joins his hands.

the thanksgiving of Christ,
who lives for all eternity.

8. he takes the chalice and the paten with the host and, raising both, he says:

Through him, and with him, and in him,
o God, almighty Father,
in the unity of the holy spirit,
all glory and honor is yours,
for ever and ever.

 the people acclaim:

amen.

 then follows the communion rite, p. 663.

* mention may be made here of the Coadjutor Bishop, or Auxiliary Bishops, as noted in the General instruction of the roman 
missal, no. 149.

celebrant or
one concelebrant

celebrant alone
or with  

concelebrants
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eucharistic prayer for reconciliation ii
in a concelebration

the preface and you, therefore, almighty father to handed over to death inclusive are said by the 
principal celebrant alone, with hands extended.
 from and now, celebrating the reconciliation to when we celebrate these mysteries inclusive 
is spoken together by all the concelebrants, with hands extended toward the offerings.
 from for when about to give his life to the Sacrifice of perfect reconciliation inclusive, all the 
concelebrants together speak in this manner:

a)  the part for when about to give his life, with hands joined.
b)  While speaking the words of the Lord, each extends his right hand toward the bread 

and toward the chalice, if this seems appropriate; as the host and the chalice are el-
evated at the consecration, however, the concelebrants look toward them and then bow  
profoundly.

c)  the part celebrating therefore the memorial, with hands extended.

 it is appropriate that the intercessions May he make your church and Just as you have gath-
ered us now be assigned to one or other of the concelebrants, who pronounces this prayer alone, 
with hands extended.
 the following parts especially may be sung: and now, celebrating the reconciliation; for 
when about to give his life; in a similar way on that same evening; celebrating therefore the me-
morial, as well as the concluding doxology.
 the concluding doxology of the eucharistic prayer is pronounced by the principal celebrant 
alone, or by all the concelebrants together with the principal celebrant.
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EuChAriSTiC PrAyEr
for rEConCiLiATion

ii

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ

& œœ œ œ œ œœ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œœ

& œ á á

& á œœ œ œœ œ á œ œ œ

& á œœ œœ œ œ œ á

& á œ œ œ œœ œ œ á

& œ œœ œ œ á œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œœ œ

& œ á œœ œ œ œ á

& á œ œ œ œ á œ á

& á œœ œœ œ œœ œ œ á
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holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .

text without music:

1. v.  The lord be with you.
r.  and with your spirit.

v.  lift up your hearts.
r. We lift them up to the Lord.

v.  let us give thanks to the lord our God.
r.  it is right and just.

It is truly right and just
that we should give you thanks and praise,

o God, almighty Father,
for all you do in this world,
through our lord Jesus Christ.

For though the human race
is divided by dissension and discord,
yet we know that by testing us
you change our hearts
to prepare them for reconciliation.
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even more, by your spirit you move human hearts
that enemies may speak to each other again,
adversaries join hands,
and peoples seek to meet together.

By the working of your power 
it comes about, o lord,
that hatred is overcome by love,
revenge gives way to forgiveness,
and discord is changed to mutual respect.

Therefore, as we give you ceaseless thanks
with the choirs of heaven,
we cry out to your majesty on earth,
and without end we acclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts.
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the lord.
hosanna in the highest.

2. the priest, with hands extended, says:

You, therefore, almighty Father,
we bless through Jesus Christ your son,
who comes in your name.
he himself is the Word that brings salvation,
the hand you extend to sinners,
the way by which your peace is offered to us.
When we ourselves had turned away from you
on account of our sins,
you brought us back to be reconciled, o lord,
so that, converted at last to you,
we might love one another
through your son,
whom for our sake you handed over to death.

3. he joins his hands and, holding them extended over the offerings, says:
and now, celebrating the reconciliation
Christ has brought us,
we entreat you:
sanctify these gifts by the outpouring of your spirit,

celebrant alone

celebrant 
with concelebrants



EUCHARISTIC	PRAYER	FOR	RECONCILIATION	II		 769

 he joins his hands and makes the Sign of the cross once over the bread and chalice together, 
saying:

that they may become the Body and X Blood of your son,
whose command we fulfill when we celebrate these mysteries.

 he joins his hands.

4. in the formulas that follow, the words of the Lord should be pronounced clearly and distinctly, 
as the nature of these words requires.

For when about to give his life to set us free,
as he reclined at supper,

 he takes the bread and, holding it slightly raised above the altar, continues:

he himself took bread into his hands,
and, giving you thanks, he said the blessing, 
broke the bread and gave it to his disciples, saying:

 he bows slightly.

Take This, all of you, and eaT of iT,
for This is my Body,
which will Be given up for you.

 he shows the consecrated host to the people, places it again on the paten, and genuflects  
in adoration.

5. after this, he continues:

in a similar way, on that same evening,

 he takes the chalice and, holding it slightly raised above the altar, continues:

he took the chalice of blessing in his hands,
confessing your mercy,
and gave the chalice to his disciples, saying:

 he bows slightly.

Take This, all of you, and drink from iT,
for This is The chalice of my Blood,
The Blood of The new and eTernal covenanT,
which will Be poured ouT for you and for many

for The forgiveness of sins.
Do This in memory of me.

 he shows the chalice to the people, places it on the corporal, and genuflects in adoration.
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6. then he says:

The mystery of faith.

 and the people continue, acclaiming:

We proclaim your Death, o Lord,
and profess your resurrection 
until you come again.

 or:

When we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim your Death, o Lord,
until you come again.

 or:

Save us, Savior of the world,
for by your cross and resurrection
you have set us free.

7. then the priest, with hands extended, says:

Celebrating, therefore, the memorial
of the Death and Resurrection of your son,
who left us this pledge of his love,
we offer you what you have bestowed on us,
the sacrifice of perfect reconciliation.

holy Father, we humbly beseech you
to accept us also, together with your son,
and in this saving banquet
graciously to endow us with his very spirit,
who takes away everything
that estranges us from one another.

may he make your Church a sign of unity
and an instrument of your peace among all people
and may he keep us in communion
with n. our Pope and n. our Bishop*

and all the Bishops
and your entire people.

* mention may be made here of the Coadjutor Bishop, or Auxiliary Bishops, as noted in the General instruction of the roman 
missal, no. 149.

celebrant alone

celebrant 
with concelebrants

celebrant or
one concelebrant
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Just as you have gathered us now  
     at the table of your son,
so also bring us together,
with the glorious Virgin mary, mother of God,
with your blessed apostles and all the saints,
with our brothers and sisters
and those of every race and tongue
who have died in your friendship.
Bring us to share with them the unending banquet of unity
in a new heaven and a new earth,
where the fullness of your peace will shine forth

 he joins his hands.

in Christ Jesus our lord.

8. he takes the chalice and the paten with the host and, raising both, he says:

Through him, and with him, and in him,
o God, almighty Father,
in the unity of the holy spirit,
all glory and honor is yours,
for ever and ever.

 the people acclaim:

amen.

 then follows the communion rite, p. 663.

celebrant or
one  

concelebrant

celebrant alone
or with  

concelebrants
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eucharistic prayer for various Needs
in a concelebration

the preface and you are indeed holy to and breaks the bread inclusive are said by the principal 
celebrant alone, with hands extended.
 from therefore, father most merciful to of our Lord Jesus christ inclusive is spoken to-
gether by all the concelebrants, with hands extended toward the offerings.
 from on the day before he was to suffer to in whose body and blood we have communion 
inclusive, all the concelebrants together speak in this manner:

a)  the part on the day before he was to suffer, with hands joined.
b)  While speaking the words of the Lord, each extends his right hand toward the bread 

and toward the chalice, if this seems appropriate; as the host and the chalice are elevated 
at the consecration, however, the concelebrants look toward them and then bow pro-
foundly.

c)  the parts therefore, holy father and Look with favor on the oblation of your church, 
with hands extended.

 it is appropriate that the intercessions Lord, renew your church; or and so, having called us 
to your table; or by our partaking; or bring your church, o Lord; as well as remember our broth-
ers and sisters; be assigned to one or other of the concelebrants, who pronounces these prayers 
alone, with hands extended.
 the following parts especially may be sung: on the day before he was to suffer; in a similar 
way; therefore, holy father; Look with favor on the oblation of your church, as well as the con-
cluding doxology.
 the concluding doxology of the eucharistic prayer is pronounced by the principal celebrant 
alone, or by all the concelebrants along with the principal celebrant.
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EuChAriSTiC PrAyEr for uSE in
MASSES for VAriouS nEEDS

i

The Church on the Path of Unity

1. the following form of this eucharistic prayer is appropriately used with Mass formularies 
such as, for the church, for the pope, for the bishop, for the election of a pope or a bishop, 
for a council or Synod, for priests, for the priest himself, for Ministers of the church, and 
for a Spiritual or pastoral gathering.

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ

& œœ œ œ œ œœ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œœ

& œ á œœ œ œ œ á

& á œ œ œ œ á œœ œ œ œ œœ œ

& œ á œœ œœ œ œ á

& á á œ œ œœ œ œ á

& á á œ œ œœ œ á

& á œ á œœ œœ œ œ œ

& á œ œ œ œ á

& á œ œ œ œœ œ œ á œ
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& œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ

& œœ œ œ œ œœ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œœ

& œ á œœ œ œ œ á

& á œ œ œ œ á œœ œ œ œ œœ œ

& œ á œœ œœ œ œ á

& á á œ œ œœ œ œ á

& á á œ œ œœ œ á

& á œ á œœ œœ œ œ œ

& á œ œ œ œ á

& á œ œ œ œœ œ œ á œ

& œ
���������������������������

œ œœ œ œ á
������������������������������


œ œ œ œ á
����	����

& á
����
�����
��������������������������

œœ œœ œ œœ œ œ œ
��
���������������������������

á

& á
�������

á
���������	����������������������������

œ œ œ œ œ á
��������������������

œ œ

& œ
������

á
��������������������������

œœ œœ œ œ

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .

 text without music:

v.  The lord be with you.
r.  and with your spirit.

v.  lift up your hearts.
r.  We lift them up to the Lord.

v.  let us give thanks to the lord our God.
r.  it is right and just.

It is truly right and just to give you thanks
and raise to you a hymn of glory and praise,

o lord, Father of infinite goodness.

For by the word of your son’s Gospel
you have brought together one Church
from every people, tongue, and nation,
and, having filled her with life by the power of your spirit,
you never cease through her
to gather the whole human race into one.
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manifesting the covenant of your love,
she dispenses without ceasing
the blessed hope of your Kingdom
and shines bright as the sign of your faithfulness,
which in Christ Jesus our lord
you promised would last for eternity.

and so, with all the Powers of heaven,
we worship you constantly on earth,
while, with all the Church,
as one voice we acclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts.
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the lord.
hosanna in the highest.

2. the priest, with hands extended, says:

You are indeed holy and to be glorified, o God, 
who love the human race
and who always walk with us on the journey of life.
Blessed indeed is your son,
present in our midst
when we are gathered by his love,
and when, as once for the disciples, so now for us,
he opens the scriptures and breaks the bread.

celebrant alone
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3. he joins his hands and, holding them extended over the offerings, says:

Therefore, Father most merciful,
we ask that you send forth your holy spirit
to sanctify these gifts of bread and wine,

 he joins his hands and makes the Sign of the cross once over the bread and chalice  
together, saying:

that they may become for us
the Body and X Blood

 he joins his hands.

of our lord Jesus Christ.

4. in the formulas that follow, the words of the Lord should be pronounced clearly and distinctly, 
as the nature of these words requires.

on the day before he was to suffer,
on the night of the last supper,

 he takes the bread and, holding it slightly raised above the altar, continues:

he took bread and said the blessing,
broke the bread and gave it to his disciples, saying:

 he bows slightly.

Take This, all of you, and eaT of iT,
for This is my Body,
which will Be given up for you.

 he shows the consecrated host to the people, places it again on the paten, and genuflects  
in adoration.

5. after this, he continues:

in a similar way, when supper was ended,

 he takes the chalice and, holding it slightly raised above the altar, continues:

he took the chalice, gave you thanks
and gave the chalice to his disciples, saying:

 he bows slightly.

Take This, all of you, and drink from iT,
for This is The chalice of my Blood,
The Blood of The new and eTernal covenanT,
which will Be poured ouT for you and for many

for The forgiveness of sins.
Do This in memory of me.

 he shows the chalice to the people, places it on the corporal, and genuflects in adoration.

celebrant 
with concelebrants
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6. then he says:

The mystery of faith.

 and the people continue, acclaiming:

We proclaim your Death, o Lord,
and profess your resurrection 
until you come again.

 or:

When we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim your Death, o Lord,
until you come again.

 or:

Save us, Savior of the world,
for by your cross and resurrection
you have set us free.

7. then the priest, with hands extended, says:

Therefore, holy Father,
as we celebrate the memorial of Christ your son, our savior,
whom you led through his Passion and Death on the Cross
to the glory of the Resurrection,
and whom you have seated at your right hand,
we proclaim the work of your love until he comes again
and we offer you the Bread of life
and the Chalice of blessing.

look with favor on the oblation of your Church,
in which we show forth
the paschal sacrifice of Christ that has been handed on to us,
and grant that, by the power of the spirit of your love,
we may be counted now and until the day of eternity
among the members of your son,
in whose Body and Blood we have communion.

celebrant alone

celebrant 
with  

concelebrants
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lord, renew your Church (which is in n.)
by the light of the Gospel.
strengthen the bond of unity
between the faithful and the pastors of your people,
together with n. our Pope, n. our Bishop,*

and the whole order of Bishops,
that in a world torn by strife
your people may shine forth
as a prophetic sign of unity and concord.

Remember our brothers and sisters (n. and n.),
who have fallen asleep in the peace of your Christ,
and all the dead, whose faith you alone have known.
admit them to rejoice in the light of your face,
and in the resurrection give them the fullness of life.

Grant also to us,
when our earthly pilgrimage is done,
that we may come to an eternal dwelling place
and live with you for ever;
there, in communion with the Blessed Virgin mary, mother of God,
with the apostles and martyrs, 
(with saint n.: the saint of the day or Patron)
and with all the saints,
we shall praise and exalt you

 he joins his hands.

through Jesus Christ, your son.

8. he takes the chalice and the paten with the host and, raising both, he says:

Through him, and with him, and in him,
o God, almighty Father,
in the unity of the holy spirit,
all glory and honor is yours,
for ever and ever.

 the people acclaim:

amen.

 then follows the communion rite, p. 663.

*  mention may be made here of the Coadjutor Bishop, or Auxiliary Bishops, as noted in the General instruction of the roman 
missal, no. 149.

celebrant or
one concelebrant

celebrant alone
or with  

concelebrants

celebrant alone
or with  

concelebrants
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ii

God Guides His Church along the Way of Salvation

1. the following form of this eucharistic prayer is appropriately used with Mass formularies 
such as, for the church, for vocations to holy orders, for the Laity, for the family, for 
religious, for vocations to religious Life, for charity, for relatives and friends, and for 
giving thanks to god.

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ

& œœ œ œ œ œœ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œœ

& œ á á œ œ œœ œ œ á

& á œœ œ œ œ á á

& á œ œ œ œ œ á œ œ

& œ œœ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ á œœ œœ

& œ œ œ á œœ œ œ á

& œ œ œ œ œœ œœ œ œœ œ œ á

& á œ œ œ œ á á

& á œœ œ œœ œ œ á
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& á
������������������������������������

œ œ œ œœ œ œœ
������������
������	����

œœ œ œ

& œ
����
�������������������
����������
�

á œ œ œ œ á
���������
��������������������

& œ ¿
�����������

œ œ á
�
�������������������������

œœ œœ œ œ

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .

 text without music:

v. The lord be with you.
r. and with your spirit.

v. lift up your hearts.
r. We lift them up to the Lord.

v.  let us give thanks to the lord our God.
r.  it is right and just.

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

lord, holy Father,
creator of the world and source of all life.

For you never forsake the works of your wisdom,
but by your providence are even now at work in our midst.
With mighty hand and outstretched arm
you led your people israel through the desert.
now, as your Church makes her pilgrim journey in the world,
you always accompany her
by the power of the holy spirit
and lead her along the paths of time
to the eternal joy of your Kingdom,
through Christ our lord.

and so, with the angels and saints,
we, too, sing the hymn of your glory,
as without end we acclaim:
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holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts.
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the lord.
hosanna in the highest.

2. the priest, with hands extended, says:

You are indeed holy and to be glorified, o God,
who love the human race
and who always walk with us on the journey of life.
Blessed indeed is your son,
present in our midst
when we are gathered by his love
and when, as once for the disciples, so now for us,
he opens the scriptures and breaks the bread.

3. he joins his hands and, holding them extended over the offerings, says:

Therefore, Father most merciful,
we ask that you send forth your holy spirit
to sanctify these gifts of bread and wine,

 he joins his hands and makes the Sign of the cross once over the bread and chalice  
together, saying:

that they may become for us
the Body and X Blood

 he joins his hands.

of our lord Jesus Christ.

4. in the formulas that follow, the words of the Lord should be pronounced clearly and distinctly, 
as the nature of these words requires.

on the day before he was to suffer,
on the night of the last supper,

 he takes the bread and, holding it slightly raised above the altar, continues:

he took bread and said the blessing,
broke the bread and gave it to his disciples, saying:

 he bows slightly.

Take This, all of you, and eaT of iT,
for This is my Body,
which will Be given up for you.

 he shows the consecrated host to the people, places it again on the paten, and genuflects  
in adoration.

celebrant alone

celebrant 
with concelebrants
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5. after this, he continues:

in a similar way, when supper was ended,

 he takes the chalice and, holding it slightly raised above the altar, continues:

he took the chalice, gave you thanks
and gave the chalice to his disciples, saying:

 he bows slightly.

Take This, all of you, and drink from iT,
for This is The chalice of my Blood,
The Blood of The new and eTernal covenanT,
which will Be poured ouT for you and for many

for The forgiveness of sins.
Do This in memory of me.

 he shows the chalice to the people, places it on the corporal, and genuflects in adoration.

6. then he says:

The mystery of faith.

 and the people continue, acclaiming:

We proclaim your Death, o Lord,
and profess your resurrection 
until you come again.

 or:

When we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim your Death, o Lord,
until you come again.

 or:

Save us, Savior of the world,
for by your cross and resurrection
you have set us free.

celebrant alone
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7. then the priest, with hands extended, says:

Therefore, holy Father, 
as we celebrate the memorial  
     of Christ your son, our savior,
whom you led through his Passion and Death on the Cross
to the glory of the Resurrection,
and whom you have seated at your right hand,
we proclaim the work of your love until he comes again
and we offer you the Bread of life
and the Chalice of blessing.

look with favor on the oblation of your Church,
in which we show forth 
the paschal sacrifice of Christ that has been handed on to us,
and grant that, by the power of the spirit of your love,
we may be counted now and until the day of eternity
among the members of your son,
in whose Body and Blood we have communion.

and so, having called us to your table, lord,
confirm us in unity,
so that, together with n. our Pope and n. our Bishop,*

with all Bishops, Priests and Deacons,
and your entire people,
as we walk your ways with faith and hope,
we may strive to bring joy and trust into the world.

Remember our brothers and sisters (n. and n.),
who have fallen asleep in the peace of your Christ,
and all the dead, whose faith you alone have known.
admit them to rejoice in the light of your face,
and in the resurrection give them the fullness of life.

*  mention may be made here of the Coadjutor Bishop, or Auxiliary Bishops, as noted in the General instruction of the roman 
missal, no. 149.

celebrant 
with  

concelebrants

celebrant or
one concelebrant

celebrant or
one concelebrant



EUCHARISTIC	PRAYER	FOR	USE	IN	MASSES	FOR	VARIOUS	NEEDS	II		 785

Grant also to us,
when our earthly pilgrimage is done,
that we may come to an eternal dwelling place
and live with you for ever;
there, in communion with the Blessed Virgin mary, mother of God,
with the apostles and martyrs, 
(with saint n.: the saint of the day or Patron)
and with all the saints,
we shall praise and exalt you

 he joins his hands.

through Jesus Christ, your son.

8. he takes the chalice and the paten with the host and, raising both, he says:

Through him, and with him, and in him,
o God, almighty Father,
in the unity of the holy spirit,
all glory and honor is yours,
for ever and ever.

 the people acclaim:

amen.

 then follows the communion rite, p. 663.

celebrant alone
or with  

concelebrants
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iii

Jesus, the Way to the Father

1.  the following form of this eucharistic prayer is appropriately used with Mass formularies 
such as, for the evangelization of peoples, for persecuted christians, for the Nation or State, 
for those in public office, for a governing assembly, at the beginning of the civil year, and 
for the progress of peoples.

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ

& œœ œ œ œ œœ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œœ

& œ á á œ œ œœ œ œ á

& á œœ œ œ œ á œ œ œ

& œ œœ œœ œ œ œ á œ œ

& œ œ á œœ œœ œ œœ œ œ œ á

& á á

& œœ œ œ œ œœ œœ œ œœ œ œ œ á

& œ œ œ œ á œ œ œ á œœ œœ

& œ œœ œ œ á
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& á
�����������������������������������������

œ
��������������������

œ œ œœ œ œ

& á
����������������������������
�	��



œ œ œ á
����
����������������
����������

œœ œœ œ

& œœ
�������

œ œœ
����������

œ œ
����������������
����������

á œ œ œ œœ œ á
������������

& á
�����
�

á
��������������������������

œ ¿ œ œ á
�
���������������������������

œ œ œœ

& œ
��������

œ

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .

 text without music:

v.  The lord be with you.
r.  and with your spirit.

v.  lift up your hearts.
r.  We lift them up to the Lord.

v.  let us give thanks to the lord our God.
r.  it is right and just.

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

holy Father, lord of heaven and earth,
through Christ our lord.

For by your Word you created the world
and you govern all things in harmony.
You gave us the same Word made flesh as mediator,
and he has spoken your words to us
and called us to follow him.
he is the way that leads us to you,
the truth that sets us free,
the life that fills us with gladness.
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Through your son
you gather men and women,
whom you made for the glory of your name,
into one family,
redeemed by the Blood of his Cross
and signed with the seal of the spirit.

Therefore, now and for ages unending,
with all the angels,
we proclaim your glory,
as in joyful celebration we acclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts.
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the lord.
hosanna in the highest.

2. the priest, with hands extended, says:

You are indeed holy and to be glorified, o God,
who love the human race
and who always walk with us on the journey of life.
Blessed indeed is your son,
present in our midst
when we are gathered by his love
and when, as once for the disciples, so now for us,
he opens the scriptures and breaks the bread.

3. he joins his hands and, holding them extended over the offerings, says:

Therefore, Father most merciful,
we ask that you send forth your holy spirit
to sanctify these gifts of bread and wine,

 he joins his hands and makes the Sign of the cross once over the bread and chalice  
together, saying:

that they may become for us
the Body and X Blood

 he joins his hands.

of our lord Jesus Christ.

celebrant alone

celebrant 
with concelebrants
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4. in the formulas that follow, the words of the Lord should be pronounced clearly and distinctly, 
as the nature of these words requires.

on the day before he was to suffer,
on the night of the last supper,

 he takes the bread and, holding it slightly raised above the altar, continues:

he took bread and said the blessing,
broke the bread and gave it to his disciples, saying:

 he bows slightly.

Take This, all of you, and eaT of iT,
for This is my Body,
which will Be given up for you.

 he shows the consecrated host to the people, places it again on the paten, and genuflects  
in adoration.

5. after this, he continues:

in a similar way, when supper was ended,

 he takes the chalice and, holding it slightly raised above the altar, continues:

he took the chalice, gave you thanks
and gave the chalice to his disciples, saying:

 he bows slightly.

Take This, all of you, and drink from iT,
for This is The chalice of my Blood,
The Blood of The new and eTernal covenanT,
which will Be poured ouT for you and for many

for The forgiveness of sins.
Do This in memory of me.

 he shows the chalice to the people, places it on the corporal, and genuflects in adoration.

6. then he says:

The mystery of faith.

 and the people continue, acclaiming:

We proclaim your Death, o Lord,
and profess your resurrection 
until you come again.

 or:

When we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim your Death, o Lord,
until you come again.

celebrant alone
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 or:

Save us, Savior of the world,
for by your cross and resurrection
you have set us free.

7. then the priest, with hands extended, says:

Therefore, holy Father, 
as we celebrate the memorial of Christ your son, our savior,
whom you led through his Passion and Death on the Cross
to the glory of the Resurrection,
and whom you have seated at your right hand,
we proclaim the work of your love until he comes again
and we offer you the Bread of life
and the Chalice of blessing.

look with favor on the oblation of your Church,
in which we show forth 
the paschal sacrifice of Christ that has been handed on to us,
and grant that, by the power of the spirit of your love,
we may be counted now and until the day of eternity
among the members of your son,
in whose Body and Blood we have communion.

By our partaking of this mystery, almighty Father,
give us life through your spirit,
grant that we may be conformed to the image of your son,
and confirm us in the bond of communion,
together with n. our Pope and n. our Bishop,*

with all other Bishops,
with Priests and Deacons,
and with your entire people.

Grant that all the faithful of the Church,
looking into the signs of the times by the light of faith,
may constantly devote themselves
to the service of the Gospel.

* mention may be made here of the Coadjutor Bishop, or Auxiliary Bishops, as noted in the General instruction of the roman 
missal, no. 149.

celebrant 
with  

concelebrants

celebrant or
one concelebrant
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Keep us attentive to the needs of all
that, sharing their grief and pain,
their joy and hope,
we may faithfully bring them the good news of salvation
and go forward with them
along the way of your Kingdom.

Remember our brothers and sisters (n. and n.),
who have fallen asleep in the peace of your Christ,
and all the dead, whose faith you alone have known.
admit them to rejoice in the light of your face,
and in the resurrection give them the fullness of life.

Grant also to us,
when our earthly pilgrimage is done,
that we may come to an eternal dwelling place
and live with you for ever;
there, in communion with the Blessed Virgin mary, mother of God,
with the apostles and martyrs, 
(with saint n.: the saint of the day or Patron)
and with all the saints,
we shall praise and exalt you

 he joins his hands.

through Jesus Christ, your son.

8. he takes the chalice and the paten with the host and, raising both, he says:

Through him, and with him, and in him,
o God, almighty Father,
in the unity of the holy spirit,
all glory and honor is yours,
for ever and ever.

 the people acclaim:

amen.

 then follows the communion rite, p. 663.

celebrant or
one concelebrant

celebrant alone
or with  

concelebrants
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iv

Jesus, Who Went About Doing Good

1. the following form of this eucharistic prayer is appropriately used with Mass formularies 
such as, for refugees and exiles, in time of famine or for those Suffering hunger, for our 
oppressors, for those held in captivity, for those in prison, for the Sick, for the Dying, for 
the grace of a happy Death, and in any Need.

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ

& œœ œ œ œ œœ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œœ

& œ á á œ œ œœ œ œ á

& á œœ œ œ œ á œœ œ

& œ á œ œ œ á œœ

& œœ œ œœ œ œ á á

& œ œ œ œ á œ œ œœ œ á œ œ

& œ œ á œœ œœ œ œœ œ œ á

& á œ œ œ œ á œ œ œ œ á

& w œœ œœ œ œœ œ œ á œ œ
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& œ
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œ œ
����������������������������

á œœ œ œ á
�����������������

& á
�
�����������	����

œ ¿ œ œ á
���������������������	�����

œœ œœ œ œ

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .

 text without music:

v.  The lord be with you.
r.  and with your spirit.

v.  lift up your hearts.
r.  We lift them up to the Lord.

v.  let us give thanks to the lord our God.
r.  it is right and just.

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

Father of mercies and faithful God.

For you have given us Jesus Christ, your son,
as our lord and Redeemer.

he always showed compassion
for children and for the poor,
for the sick and for sinners,
and he became a neighbor
to the oppressed and the afflicted.

By word and deed he announced to the world
that you are our Father
and that you care for all your sons and daughters.

and so, with all the angels and saints,
we exalt and bless your name
and sing the hymn of your glory,
as without end we acclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts.
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the lord.
hosanna in the highest.
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2. the priest, with hands extended, says:

You are indeed holy and to be glorified, o God,
who love the human race
and who always walk with us on the journey of life.
Blessed indeed is your son,
present in our midst
when we are gathered by his love
and when, as once for the disciples, so now for us,
he opens the scriptures and breaks the bread.

3. he joins his hands and, holding them extended over the offerings, says:

Therefore, Father most merciful,
we ask that you send forth your holy spirit
to sanctify these gifts of bread and wine,

 he joins his hands and makes the Sign of the cross once over the bread and chalice  
together, saying:

that they may become for us
the Body and X Blood

 he joins his hands.

of our lord Jesus Christ.

4. in the formulas that follow, the words of the Lord should be pronounced clearly and distinctly, 
as the nature of these words requires.

on the day before he was to suffer,
on the night of the last supper,

 he takes the bread and, holding it slightly raised above the altar, continues:

he took bread and said the blessing,
broke the bread and gave it to his disciples, saying:

 he bows slightly.

Take This, all of you, and eaT of iT,
for This is my Body,
which will Be given up for you.

 he shows the consecrated host to the people, places it again on the paten, and genuflects  
in adoration.

celebrant alone

celebrant 
with concelebrants
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5. after this, he continues:

in a similar way, when supper was ended,

 he takes the chalice and, holding it slightly raised above the altar, continues:

he took the chalice, gave you thanks
and gave the chalice to his disciples, saying:

 he bows slightly.

Take This, all of you, and drink from iT,
for This is The chalice of my Blood,
The Blood of The new and eTernal covenanT,
which will Be poured ouT for you and for many

for The forgiveness of sins.
do This in memory of me.

 he shows the chalice to the people, places it on the corporal, and genuflects in adoration.

6. then he says:

The mystery of faith.

 and the people continue, acclaiming:

We proclaim your Death, o Lord,
and profess your resurrection 
until you come again.

 or:

When we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim your Death, o Lord,
until you come again.

 or:

Save us, Savior of the world,
for by your cross and resurrection
you have set us free.

celebrant alone



796	 	APPENDIx	TO	THE	ORDER	OF	MASS

7. then the priest, with hands extended, says:

Therefore, holy Father, 
as we celebrate the memorial of Christ your son, our savior,
whom you led through his Passion and Death on the Cross
to the glory of the Resurrection,
and whom you have seated at your right hand,
we proclaim the work of your love until he comes again
and we offer you the Bread of life
and the Chalice of blessing.

look with favor on the oblation of your Church,
in which we show forth 
the paschal sacrifice of Christ that has been handed on to us,
and grant that, by the power of the spirit of your love,
we may be counted now and until the day of eternity
among the members of your son,
in whose Body and Blood we have communion.

Bring your Church, o lord, 
to perfect faith and charity,
together with n. our Pope and n. our Bishop,*

with all Bishops, Priests and Deacons,
and the entire people you have made your own.

open our eyes
to the needs of our brothers and sisters;
inspire in us words and actions
to comfort those who labor and are burdened.
make us serve them truly,
after the example of Christ and at his command.
and may your Church stand as a living witness
to truth and freedom,
to peace and justice,
that all people may be raised up to a new hope.

* mention may be made here of the Coadjutor Bishop, or Auxiliary Bishops, as noted in the General instruction of the roman 
missal, no. 149.

celebrant 
with concelebrants

celebrant or
one concelebrant
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Remember our brothers and sisters (n. and n.),
who have fallen asleep in the peace of your Christ,
and all the dead, whose faith you alone have known.
admit them to rejoice in the light of your face,
and in the resurrection give them the fullness of life.
Grant also to us,
when our earthly pilgrimage is done,
that we may come to an eternal dwelling place
and live with you for ever;
there, in communion with the Blessed Virgin mary, mother of God,
with the apostles and martyrs, 
(with saint n.: the saint of the day or Patron)
and with all the saints,
we shall praise and exalt you

 he joins his hands.

through Jesus Christ, your son.

8. he takes the chalice and the paten with the host and, raising both, he says:

Through him, and with him, and in him,
o God, almighty Father,
in the unity of the holy spirit,
all glory and honor is yours,
for ever and ever.

 the people acclaim:

amen.

 then follows the communion rite, p. 663.

celebrant or
one concelebrant

celebrant alone
or with concelebrants
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1. the rank of the celebration, namely Solemnity, feast, or Memorial, is indicated for each day. 
if no other indication is given, the celebration is an optional Memorial.

2. for each Solemnity and feast a complete proper Mass is provided. this is therefore said 
as printed.

3. as regards Memorials, the following are to be observed:

a)  the proper texts proposed for certain days are always to be used.
b)  Whenever there is a reference to a particular common, the more appropriate texts should 

be chosen according to the principles explained at the beginning of the commons. the 
page reference given in each case only indicates a text that is particularly suitable.

c)  if, however, a reference is given to several commons, one or other of them may be used, 
with due regard for pastoral concerns; it is always allowed to exchange texts among 
several Masses of the same common.

for example, if a Saint is both a Martyr and a bishop, either the common of Martyrs 
or the common of pastors (for bishops) may be used.

d)  Moreover, as well as the commons that refer to a particular category of Saint (e.g., of 
Martyrs, virgins, pastors, etc.), it is always permitted to use the texts from the common 
of holy Men and Women, which refers to Sainthood in general.

e)  the prayers over the offerings and after communion, unless they are proper, are taken 
either from the common or from the current time of the liturgical year.

4. the Masses contained in this proper of Saints are also used as votive Masses, with the 
exception of Masses of the mysteries of the life of the Lord and of the blessed virgin Mary (cf. 
General Instruction of the Roman Missal, no. 375) and also of Masses of certain Saints for whom 
a special votive Mass is provided. When Masses of the proper of Saints are used as votive 
Masses, words in the prayers indicating the heavenly birthday or the Solemnity or feast are 
not used but are replaced by the word memorial or commemoration.
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JAnuAry
January 2

Saints basil the great and gregory nazianzen,
bishops and Doctors of the Church

memorial

entrance antiphon cf. Sir 44: 15, 14
Let the peoples recount the wisdom of the Saints,
and let the church proclaim their praise.
their names will live on and on.

Collect
o God, who were pleased to give light to your Church
by the example and teaching
of the Bishops saints Basil and Gregory,
grant, we pray,
that in humility we may learn your truth
and practice it faithfully in charity.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
accept this sacrifice from your people, we pray, o lord,
and make what is offered for your glory,
in honor of saints Basil and Gregory,
a means to our eternal salvation.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon cf. 1 cor 1: 23-24
We proclaim christ crucified;
christ, the power of god and the wisdom of god.

Prayer after Communion
may partaking at the heavenly table, almighty God,
confirm and increase strength from on high
in all who celebrate the feast day of saints Basil and Gregory,
that we may preserve in integrity the gift of faith
and walk in the path of salvation you trace for us.
Through Christ our lord.

800 801



January 3
The Most holy name of Jesus

entrance antiphon phil 2: 10-11
at the name of Jesus, every knee should bend,
of those in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
and every tongue confess
that Jesus christ is Lord, to the glory of god the father.

Collect
o God, who founded the salvation of the human race
on the incarnation of your Word,
give your peoples the mercy they implore,
so that all may know there is no other name to be invoked
but the name of your only Begotten son.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Bringing you these offerings
from what your bounty bestows on us, 
we pray, o lord,
that, just as you have given to Christ,
obedient even until death, the name that saves,
so you may grant us protection by its power.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon ps 8: 2
o Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name
through all the earth!

Prayer after Communion
may the sacrificial gifts offered to your majesty, o lord,
to honor Christ’s name
and which we have now received,
fill us, we pray, with your abundant grace,
so that we may come to rejoice
that our names, too, are written in heaven.
Through Christ our lord.
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[In the Dioceses of the United States]

January 4
Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton, religious

memorial

entrance antiphon cf. prv 14: 1-2
behold a wise woman who has built her house.
She feared the Lord and walked in the right path.
or: cf. ps 24 (23): 6

this is the generation
which seeks the face of the god of Jacob.

Collect
o God, who crowned with the gift of true faith
saint elizabeth ann seton’s burning zeal to find you,
grant by her intercession and example
that we may always seek you with diligent love
and find you in daily service with sincere faith.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
o lord, we ask that you look graciously
upon our gifts placed on your altar
in celebration of saint elizabeth ann seton,
and grant by the power at work in this sacrifice,
that we may be more deeply inserted into the mystery of your son.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

Communion antiphon Jn 6: 51
i am the living bread from heaven, says the Lord.
Whoever eats this bread will live for ever;
the bread i shall give is my flesh for the life of the world.

Prayer after Communion
as we partake of the sacrament of our salvation,
while recalling the memory of saint elizabeth ann seton,
we humbly ask you, o lord,
that we may be inflamed with a burning desire for the heavenly table,
and by its power consecrate our life faithfully to you.
Through Christ our lord.

JANUARY		 803



[In the Dioceses of the United States]

January 5
Saint John neumann, bishop

memorial

entrance antiphon ps 16 (15): 5-6
o Lord, my allotted portion and my cup,
you it is who hold fast my lot.
for me the measuring lines have fallen on pleasant sites;
fair to me indeed is my inheritance.

Collect
o God, who called the Bishop saint John neumann,
renowned for his charity and pastoral service,
to shepherd your people in america,
grant by his intercession
that, as we foster the Christian education of youth
and are strengthened by the witness of brotherly love,
we may constantly increase the family of your Church.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
merciful Father,
look upon the gifts we have placed on your altar
and grant that we may reflect
the image of Christ your son,
just as you granted to saint John neumann
to imitate what he celebrated.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon Mt 19: 29
everyone who has given up home,
brothers, or sisters, father or mother,
wife or children or property for my sake
will receive many times as much and inherit everlasting life.
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Prayer after Communion
Refreshed by our participation in the memorial
of the Death and Resurrection of your son,
we ask, o lord,
that by the example of saint John neumann,
we may experience the power of this sacrament
and remain constantly in the Church
by the bond of unity and truth.
Through Christ our lord.

[In the Dioceses of the United States]

January 6
Saint André bessette, religious

from the common of holy Men and Women: for religious (p. 1107).

Collect
lord our God, friend of the lowly,
who gave your servant, saint andré Bessette,
a great devotion to saint Joseph
and a special commitment to the poor and afflicted,
help us through his intercession
to follow his example of prayer and love
and so come to share with him in your glory.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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January 7
Saint raymond of Penyafort, Priest

from the common of pastors: for one pastor (p. 1078).

Collect
o God, who adorned the Priest saint Raymond
with the virtue of outstanding mercy and compassion
for sinners and for captives,
grant us, through his intercession,
that, released from slavery to sin,
we may carry out in freedom of spirit
what is pleasing to you.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

January 13
Saint hilary, bishop and Doctor of the Church

from the common of pastors: for a bishop (p. 1074), or from the common of Doctors of the 
church (p. 1088).

Collect
Grant, we pray, almighty God,
that we may rightly understand and truthfully profess
the divinity of your son,
which the Bishop saint hilary taught with such constancy.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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January 17
Saint Anthony, Abbot

memorial

entrance antiphon cf. ps 92 (91): 13-14
the just will flourish like the palm tree,
and grow like a Lebanon cedar,
planted in the house of the Lord,
in the courts of the house of our god.

Collect
o God, who brought the abbot saint anthony
to serve you by a wondrous way of life in the desert,
grant, through his intercession,
that, denying ourselves,
we may always love you above all things.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
may these offerings of our service,
placed on your altar in commemoration of saint anthony,
be acceptable to you, o lord, we pray,
and grant that, released from earthly attachments,
we may have our riches in you alone.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon cf. Mt 19: 21
if you would be perfect,
go, sell what you have, give to the poor,
and follow me, says the Lord.

Prayer after Communion
nourished for our healing by your sacraments, o lord,
may we escape every snare of the enemy unharmed,
just as by your grace saint anthony won glorious victories
over the powers of darkness.
Through Christ our lord.
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January 20
Saint fabian, Pope and Martyr

from the common of Martyrs: for one Martyr (p. 1059), or from the common of pastors: 
for a pope (p. 1071).

Collect
o God, glory of your Priests,
grant, we pray,
that, helped by the intercession of your martyr saint Fabian,
we may make progress by communion in the faith
and by worthy service.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Saint Sebastian, Martyr

from the common of Martyrs: for one Martyr (p. 1059).

Collect
Grant us, we pray, o lord, a spirit of fortitude,
so that, taught by the glorious example
of your martyr saint sebastian,
we may learn to obey you rather than men.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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January 21
Saint Agnes, Virgin and Martyr

memorial

from the common of Martyrs: for a virgin Martyr (p. 1068), or from the common of virgins: 
for one virgin (p. 1092).

Collect
almighty ever-living God,
who choose what is weak in the world to confound the strong,
mercifully grant,
that we, who celebrate the heavenly birthday of your  

martyr saint agnes,
may follow her constancy in the faith.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

[In the Dioceses of the United States]

January 22*
(*January 23, when January 22 falls on a Sunday)

Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of unborn Children

from the Masses and prayers for various Needs and occasions: for giving thanks to 
god for the gift of human Life (no. 48/1), with white vestments (p. 1321); or for the 
preservation of peace and Justice (no. 30), with violet vestments (p. 1297).

[In the Dioceses of the United States]

January 23
Saint Vincent, Deacon and Martyr

from the common of Martyrs: for one Martyr (p. 1059).

Collect
almighty ever-living God,
mercifully pour out your spirit upon us,
so that our hearts may possess that strong love
by which the martyr saint Vincent
triumphed over all bodily torments.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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January 24
Saint francis de Sales, bishop and Doctor of the Church

memorial

from the common of pastors: for a bishop (p. 1074), or from the common of Doctors of the 
church (p. 1088).

Collect
o God, who for the salvation of souls
willed that the Bishop saint Francis de sales
become all things to all,
graciously grant that, following his example,
we may always display the gentleness of your charity
in the service of our neighbor.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Through this saving sacrifice which we offer you, o lord,
kindle in our hearts that divine fire of the holy spirit
with which you wonderfully inflamed
the most gentle soul of saint Francis de sales.
Through Christ our lord.

Prayer after Communion
Grant, we pray, almighty God,
that through the sacrament we have received,
we may imitate on earth
the charity and meekness of saint Francis de sales
and so attain like him the glory of heaven.
Through Christ our lord.
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January 25
ThE ConVErSion of SAinT PAuL ThE APoSTLE

Feast

entrance antiphon 2 tm 1: 12; 4: 8
i know the one in whom i have believed
and i am sure that he, the just judge, the mighty,
will keep safe what is my due until that day.

the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is said.

Collect
o God, who taught the whole world
through the preaching of the blessed apostle Paul,
draw us, we pray, nearer to you
through the example of him whose conversion we celebrate today,
and so make us witnesses to your truth in the world.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
as we celebrate the divine mysteries, o lord, we pray,
may the spirit fill us with that light of faith
with which he constantly enlightened the blessed apostle Paul
for the spreading of your glory.
Through Christ our lord.

preface i of the apostles, p. 594.

Communion antiphon cf. gal 2: 20
i live by faith in the Son of god, 
who has loved me
and given himself up for me.

Prayer after Communion
may the sacrament we have received, o lord our God,
stir up in us that fire of charity
with which the blessed apostle Paul burned ardently
as he bore his concern for all the Churches.
Through Christ our lord.

the Solemn blessing formula on p. 683 may be used.
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January 26
Saints Timothy and Titus, bishops

memorial

entrance antiphon ps 96 (95): 3-4
tell among the nations his glory,
and his wonders among all the peoples,
for the Lord is great and highly to be praised.

Collect
o God, who adorned saints Timothy and Titus
with apostolic virtues,
grant, through the intercession of them both,
that, living justly and devoutly in this present age,
we may merit to reach our heavenly homeland.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Receive, o lord, we pray, the offerings of your people,
which we bring in celebration of saints Timothy and Titus,
and, in your kindness, render us fully acceptable
by giving us sincerity of heart.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon Mk 16: 15; Mt 28: 20
go into all the world, and proclaim the gospel.
i am with you always, says the Lord.

Prayer after Communion
may the sacrament we have received, o lord our God,
nourish in us that faith
taught by the preaching of the apostles
and kept safe by the labors of saints Timothy and Titus.
Through Christ our lord.
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January 27
Saint Angela Merici, Virgin

from the common of virgins: for one virgin (p. 1092), or from the common of holy Men 
and Women: for educators (p. 1111).

Collect
may the Virgin saint angela never fail to commend us
to your compassion, o lord, we pray,
that, following the lessons of her charity and prudence,
we may hold fast to your teaching
and express it in what we do.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

January 28
Saint Thomas Aquinas, Priest and Doctor of the Church

memorial

from the common of Doctors of the church (p. 1088), or from the common of pastors: for 
one pastor (p. 1078).

Collect
o God, who made saint Thomas aquinas
outstanding in his zeal for holiness
and his study of sacred doctrine,
grant us, we pray,
that we may understand what he taught
and imitate what he accomplished.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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January 31
Saint John bosco, Priest

memorial

from the common of pastors: for one pastor (p. 1078), or from the common of holy Men 
and Women: for educators (p. 1111).

Collect
o God, who raised up the Priest saint John Bosco
as a father and teacher of the young,
grant, we pray,
that, aflame with the same fire of love,
we may seek out souls and serve you alone.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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fEbruAry

February 2
ThE PrESEnTATion of ThE LorD

Feast
The blessing of Candles and the Procession

First Form: The Procession

1. at an appropriate hour, a gathering takes place at a smaller church or other suitable place 
other than inside the church to which the procession will go. the faithful hold in their hands 
unlighted candles.

2. the priest, wearing white vestments as for Mass, approaches with the ministers. instead of 
the chasuble, the priest may wear a cope, which he leaves aside after the procession is over.

3. While the candles are being lit, the following antiphon or another appropriate chant is sung.
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4. When the chant is concluded, the priest, facing the people, says: in the name of the father, 
and of the Son, and of the holy Spirit. then the priest greets the people in the usual way, and 
next he gives an introductory address, encouraging the faithful to celebrate the rite of this 
feast day actively and consciously. he may use these or similar words:

Dear brethren (brothers and sisters),
forty days have passed since we celebrated the joyful feast
of the nativity of the lord.
Today is the blessed day
when Jesus was presented in the Temple by mary and Joseph.
outwardly he was fulfilling the law,
but in reality he was coming to meet his believing people.
Prompted by the holy spirit,
simeon and anna came to the Temple.
enlightened by the same spirit,
they recognized the lord
and confessed him with exultation.
so let us also, gathered together by the holy spirit,
proceed to the house of God to encounter Christ.
There we shall find him
and recognize him in the breaking of the bread,
until he comes again, revealed in glory.

5. after the address the priest blesses the candles, saying, with hands extended:

let us pray.

o God, source and origin of all light,
who on this day showed to the just man simeon
the light for revelation to the Gentiles,
we humbly ask that,
in answer to your people’s prayers,
you may be pleased to sanctify with your blessing X these candles,
which we are eager to carry in praise of your name,
so that, treading the path of virtue,
we may reach that light which never fails.
Through Christ our lord.
r. amen.

or:
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o God, true light, who create light eternal,
spreading it far and wide,
pour, we pray, into the hearts of the faithful
the brilliance of perpetual light,
so that all who are brightened in your holy temple
by the splendor of these candles
may happily reach the light of your glory.
Through Christ our lord.
r. amen.

he sprinkles the candles with holy water without saying anything, and puts incense into 
the thurible for the procession.

6. then the priest receives from the Deacon or a minister the lighted candle prepared for 
him and the procession begins, with the Deacon announcing (or, if there is no Deacon, the 
priest himself):
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in this case, all respond:
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7. all carry lighted candles. as the procession moves forward, one or other of the antiphons 
that follow is sung, namely the antiphon a light for revelation with the canticle (Lk 2: 29-32), 
or the antiphon Sion, adorn your bridal chamber or another appropriate chant.

i

ant. Lk 2: 29-32
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or:
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text without music:

ant.
ant. a light for revelation to the gentiles
and the glory of your people israel.

Lord, now you let your servant go in peace,
in accordance with your word.

ant. a light for revelation to the gentiles . . .
for my eyes have seen your salvation.

ant. a light for revelation to the gentiles . . .
Which you have prepared in the sight of all peoples.

ant. a light for revelation to the gentiles . . .

ii
ant. Sion, adorn your bridal chamber and welcome christ the King; take Mary in 
your arms, who is the gate of heaven, for she herself is carrying the King of glory 
and new light. a virgin she remains, though bringing in her hands the Son before 
the morning star begotten, whom Simeon, taking in his arms announced to the 
peoples as Lord of life and death and Savior of the world.
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8. as the procession enters the church, the entrance antiphon of the Mass is sung. When the 
priest has arrived at the altar, he venerates it and, if appropriate, incenses it. then he goes to 
the chair, where he takes off the cope, if he used it in the procession, and puts on a chasuble. 
after the singing of the hymn gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest), he says the 
collect as usual. the Mass continues in the usual manner.

second Form: The solemn entrance

9. Whenever a procession cannot take place, the faithful gather in church, holding candles 
in their hands. the priest, wearing white sacred vestments as for Mass, together with the 
ministers and a representative group of the faithful, goes to a suitable place, either in front 
of the church door or inside the church itself, where at least a large part of the faithful can 
conveniently participate in the rite.

10. When the priest reaches the place appointed for the blessing of the candles, candles are lit 
while the antiphon behold, our Lord (no. 3) or another appropriate chant is sung.

11. then, after the greeting and address, the priest blesses the candles, as above nos. 4-5; and then 
the procession to the altar takes place, with singing (nos. 6-7). for Mass, what is indicated in 
no. 8 above is observed.

At the Mass

entrance antiphon cf. ps 48 (47): 10-11
your merciful love, o god,
we have received in the midst of your temple.
your praise, o god, like your name,
reaches the ends of the earth;
your right hand is filled with saving justice.

the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is said.

Collect
almighty ever-living God,
we humbly implore your majesty
that, just as your only Begotten son
was presented on this day in the Temple
in the substance of our flesh,
so, by your grace,
we may be presented to you with minds made pure.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

When this feast falls on a Sunday, the creed is said.
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Prayer over the offerings
may the offering made with exultation by your Church
be pleasing to you, o lord, we pray,
for you willed that your only Begotten son
be offered to you for the life of the world
as the lamb without blemish.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

Preface: The mystery of the Presentation of the lord.
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holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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text without music:

v. The lord be with you.
r. and with your spirit.

v. lift up your hearts.
r. We lift them up to the Lord.

v. let us give thanks to the lord our God.
r. it is right and just.

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God.

For your co-eternal son was presented on this day in the Temple
and revealed by the spirit
as the glory of israel and light of the nations.

and so, we, too, go forth, rejoicing to encounter your salvation,
and with the angels and saints
praise you, as without end we acclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .

Communion antiphon Lk 2: 30-31
My eyes have seen your salvation,
which you prepared in the sight of all the peoples.

Prayer after Communion
By these holy gifts which we have received, o lord,
bring your grace to perfection within us,
and, as you fulfilled simeon’s expectation
that he would not see death
until he had been privileged to welcome the Christ,
so may we, going forth to meet the lord,
obtain the gift of eternal life.
Through Christ our lord.
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February 3
Saint blaise, bishop and Martyr

from the common of Martyrs: for one Martyr (p. 1059), or from the common of pastors: 
for a bishop (p. 1074).

Collect
hear, o lord, the supplications your people make
under the patronage of the martyr saint Blaise,
and grant that they may rejoice in peace in this present life,
and find help for life eternal.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Saint Ansgar, bishop

from the common of pastors: for Missionaries (p. 1084), or for a bishop (p. 1074).

Collect
o God, who willed to send the Bishop saint ansgar
to enlighten many peoples,
grant us, through his intercession,
that we may always walk in the light of your truth.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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February 5
Saint Agatha, Virgin and Martyr

memorial

from the common of Martyrs: for a virgin Martyr (p. 1068), or from the common of virgins: 
for one virgin (p. 1092).

Collect
may the Virgin martyr saint agatha
implore your compassion for us, o lord, we pray,
for she found favor with you
by the courage of her martyrdom
and the merit of her chastity.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

February 6
Saint Paul Miki and Companions, Martyrs

memorial

from the common of Martyrs: for Several Martyrs (p. 1052).

Collect
o God, strength of all the saints,
who through the Cross were pleased to call
the martyrs saint Paul miki and companions to life,
grant, we pray, that by their intercession
we may hold with courage even until death
to the faith that we profess.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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February 8
Saint Jerome Emiliani

from the common of holy Men and Women: for educators (p. 1111).

Collect
o God, Father of mercies,
who sent saint Jerome emiliani as a helper and father to orphans,
grant, through his intercession,
that we may preserve faithfully the spirit of adoption,
by which we are called, and truly are, your children.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Saint Josephine bakhita, Virgin

from the common of virgins: for one virgin (p. 1092).

Collect
o God, who led saint Josephine Bakhita from abject slavery 
to the dignity of being your daughter and a bride of Christ,
grant, we pray, that by her example
we may show constant love for the lord Jesus crucified,
remaining steadfast in charity
and prompt to show compassion.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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February 10
Saint Scholastica, Virgin

memorial

from the common of virgins: for one virgin (p. 1092), or from the common of holy Men 
and Women: for a Nun (p. 1106).

Collect
as we celebrate anew the memorial of the Virgin saint 

scholastica,
we pray, o lord,
that, following her example,
we may serve you with pure love
and happily receive what comes from loving you.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

February 11
our Lady of Lourdes

from the common of the blessed virgin Mary (p. 1039).

Collect
Grant us, o merciful God, protection in our weakness,
that we, who keep the memorial of the immaculate mother  

of God,
may, with the help of her intercession,
rise up from our iniquities.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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February 14
Saints Cyril, Monk, and Methodius, bishop

memorial

entrance antiphon
these are holy men who became friends of god,
glorious heralds of divine truth.

Collect
o God, who enlightened the slavic peoples
through the brothers saints Cyril and methodius,
grant that our hearts may grasp the words of your teaching,
and perfect us as a people of one accord
in true faith and right confession.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
look, o lord, upon the offerings
which we bring before your majesty
in commemoration of saints Cyril and methodius,
and grant that these gifts may become the sign of a new humanity,
reconciled to you in loving charity.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon cf. Mk 16: 20
the disciples went forth and preached the gospel,
while the Lord worked with them,
confirming the word through accompanying signs.

Prayer after Communion
o God, Father of all nations,
who make us sharers in the one Bread and the one spirit
and heirs of the eternal banquet,
grant in your kindness
on this feast day of saints Cyril and methodius,
that the multitude of your children,
persevering in the same faith,
may be united in building up
the Kingdom of justice and peace.
Through Christ our lord.
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February 17
The Seven holy founders of the Servite order

from the common of holy Men and Women: for religious (p. 1107).

Collect
impart to us, o lord, in kindness
the filial devotion with which the holy brothers
venerated so devoutly the mother of God
and led your people to yourself.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

February 21
Saint Peter Damian, bishop and Doctor of the Church

from the common of Doctors of the church (p. 1088), or from the common of pastors: for 
a bishop (p. 1074).

Collect
Grant, we pray, almighty God,
that we may so follow the teaching and example
of the Bishop saint Peter Damian,
that, putting nothing before Christ
and always ardent in the service of your Church,
we may be led to the joys of eternal light.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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February 22
ThE ChAir of SAinT PETEr ThE APoSTLE

Feast

entrance antiphon Lk 22: 32
the Lord says to Simon peter:
i have prayed for you that your faith may not fail,
and, once you have turned back, strengthen your brothers.

the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is said.

Collect
Grant, we pray, almighty God,
that no tempests may disturb us,
for you have set us fast
on the rock of the apostle Peter’s confession of faith.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
accept with favor, o lord, we pray,
the prayers and offerings of your Church,
that, with saint Peter as her shepherd,
she may come to an eternal inheritance,
for it is through his teaching
that she holds the faith in its integrity.
Through Christ our lord.

preface i of the apostles, p. 594.

Communion antiphon cf. Mt 16: 16, 18
peter said to Jesus: you are the christ, the Son of the living god.
and Jesus replied: you are peter,
and upon this rock i will build my church.

Prayer after Communion
o God, who at our celebration
of the feast day of the blessed apostle Peter
have nourished us by communion in the Body and Blood of Christ,
grant, we pray, that this redeeming exchange
may be for us a sacrament of unity and peace.
Through Christ our lord.

the Solemn blessing formula on p. 683 may be used.
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February 23
Saint Polycarp, bishop and Martyr

memorial

from the common of Martyrs: for one Martyr (p. 1059), or from the common of pastors: 
for a bishop (p. 1074).

Collect
God of all creation,
who were pleased to give the Bishop saint Polycarp
a place in the company of the martyrs,
grant, through his intercession,
that, sharing with him in the chalice of Christ,
we may rise through the holy spirit to eternal life.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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MArCh
[In the Dioceses of the United States]

march 3
Saint katharine Drexel, Virgin

from the common of virgins: for one virgin (p. 1092).

Collect
God of love,
you called saint Katharine Drexel
to teach the message of the Gospel
and to bring the life of the eucharist
to the native american and african american peoples;
by her prayers and example,
enable us to work for justice 
among the poor and the oppressed,
and keep us undivided in love
in the eucharistic community of your Church.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

march 4
Saint Casimir

from the common of holy Men and Women: for one Saint (p. 1101).

Collect
almighty God, to serve you is to reign;
grant that, with the help of saint Casimir’s intercession,
we may constantly serve you in holiness and justice.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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march 7
Saints Perpetua and felicity, Martyrs

memorial

entrance antiphon
the souls of the Saints are rejoicing in heaven,
the Saints who followed the footsteps of christ,
and since for love of him they shed their blood,
they now exult with christ for ever.

Collect
o God, at the urging of whose love
the martyrs saints Perpetua and Felicity
defied their persecutors and overcame the torment of death,
grant, we ask, by their prayers, that we may ever grow in  

your love.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
as we joyfully offer, o lord, this day’s sacrifice,
recalling the heaven-sent victory of saints Perpetua and Felicity,
we proclaim by it your mighty deeds
and rejoice at having gained their glorious intercession.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon 2 cor 4: 11
for the sake of Jesus we are given up to death,
that the life of Jesus may be manifested in our mortal flesh.

Prayer after Communion
as we draw everlasting joys, o lord,
from our participation in this sacrament
and from the memorial of saints Perpetua and Felicity,
we humbly implore,
that by your gift we may truly understand
what you grant us to enact in diligent service.
Through Christ our lord.
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march 8
Saint John of god, religious

from the common of holy Men and Women: for religious (p. 1107), or for those Who 
practiced Works of Mercy (p. 1110).

Collect
o God, who filled saint John of God
with a spirit of compassion,
grant, we pray,
that, giving ourselves to works of charity,
we may merit to be found among the elect in your Kingdom.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

march 9
Saint frances of rome, religious

from the common of holy Men and Women: for holy Women (p. 1113), or for religious 
(p. 1107).

Collect
o God, who have given us in saint Frances of Rome
a singular model of both married and monastic life,
grant us perseverance in your service,
that in every circumstance of life we may see and follow you.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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march 17
Saint Patrick, bishop

from the common of pastors: for Missionaries (p. 1084), or for a bishop (p. 1074).

Collect
o God, who chose the Bishop saint Patrick
to preach your glory to the peoples of ireland,
grant, through his merits and intercession,
that those who glory in the name of Christian
may never cease to proclaim your wondrous deeds to all.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

march 18
Saint Cyril of Jerusalem, bishop and Doctor of the Church

from the common of pastors: for a bishop (p. 1074), or from the common of Doctors of the 
church (p. 1088).

Collect
o God, who through the Bishop saint Cyril of Jerusalem
led your Church in a wonderful way
to a deeper sense of the mysteries of salvation,
grant us, through his intercession,
that we may so acknowledge your son
as to have life ever more abundantly.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

MARCH		 833





march 19
SAinT JoSEPh,

SPouSE of ThE bLESSED Virgin MAry
Solemnity

entrance antiphon cf. Lk 12: 42
behold, a faithful and prudent steward,
whom the Lord set over his household.

the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is said.

Collect
Grant, we pray, almighty God,
that by saint Joseph’s intercession
your Church may constantly watch over
the unfolding of the mysteries of human salvation,
whose beginnings you entrusted to his faithful care.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

the creed is said.

Prayer over the offerings
We pray, o lord,
that, just as saint Joseph served with loving care
your only Begotten son, born of the Virgin mary,
so we may be worthy to minister
with a pure heart at your altar.
Through Christ our lord.
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Preface: The mission of saint Joseph.
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holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .

text without music:

v. The lord be with you.
r. and with your spirit.

v. lift up your hearts.
r. We lift them up to the Lord.

v. let us give thanks to the lord our God.
r. it is right and just.
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It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God,
and on the solemnity of saint Joseph
to give you fitting praise,
to glorify you and bless you.

For this just man was given by you
as spouse to the Virgin mother of God
and set as a wise and faithful servant
in charge of your household
to watch like a father over your only Begotten son,
who was conceived by the overshadowing of the holy spirit,
our lord Jesus Christ.

Through him the angels praise your majesty,
Dominions adore and Powers tremble before you.
heaven and the Virtues of heaven and the blessed seraphim
worship together with exultation.
may our voices, we pray, join with theirs
in humble praise, as we acclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .

Communion antiphon Mt 25: 21
Well done, good and faithful servant.
come, share your master’s joy.

Prayer after Communion
Defend with unfailing protection,
o lord, we pray,
the family you have nourished
with food from this altar,
as they rejoice at the solemnity of saint Joseph,
and graciously keep safe your gifts among them.
Through Christ our lord.
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march 23
Saint Turibius of Mogrovejo, bishop

from the common of pastors: for a bishop (p. 1074).

Collect
o God, who gave increase to your Church
through the apostolic labors and zeal for truth
of the Bishop saint Turibius,
grant that the people consecrated to you
may always receive new growth in faith and holiness.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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march 25
ThE AnnunCiATion of ThE LorD

Solemnity

Whenever this Solemnity occurs during holy Week, it is transferred to the Monday after the 
Second Sunday of easter.

entrance antiphon heb 10: 5, 7
the Lord said, as he entered the world:
behold, i come to do your will, o god.

the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is said.

Collect
o God, who willed that your Word
should take on the reality of human flesh
in the womb of the Virgin mary,
grant, we pray,
that we, who confess our Redeemer to be God and man,
may merit to become partakers even in his divine nature.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

the creed is said. at the words and was incarnate all genuflect.

Prayer over the offerings
Be pleased, almighty God,
to accept your Church’s offering,
so that she, who is aware that her beginnings
lie in the incarnation of your only Begotten son,
may rejoice to celebrate his mysteries on this solemnity.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.
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Preface: The mystery of the incarnation.
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holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .

text without music:

v. The lord be with you.
r. and with your spirit.

v. lift up your hearts.
r. We lift them up to the Lord.

v. let us give thanks to the lord our God.
r. it is right and just.

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God,
through Christ our lord.

For the Virgin mary heard with faith
that the Christ was to be born among men and for men’s sake
by the overshadowing power of the holy spirit.
lovingly she bore him in her immaculate womb,
that the promises to the children of israel might come about
and the hope of nations be accomplished beyond all telling.

Through him the host of angels adores your majesty
and rejoices in your presence for ever.
may our voices, we pray, join with theirs
in one chorus of exultant praise, as we acclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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Communion antiphon is 7: 14
behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a son;
and his name will be called emmanuel.

Prayer after Communion
Confirm in our minds the mysteries of the true faith,
we pray, o lord, 
so that, confessing that he who was conceived of the Virgin mary
is true God and true man,
we may, through the saving power of his Resurrection,
merit to attain eternal joy.
Through Christ our lord.
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APriL

April 2
Saint francis of Paola, hermit

from the common of holy Men and Women: for religious (p. 1107).

Collect
o God, exaltation of the lowly,
who raised saint Francis of Paola to the glory of your saints,
grant, we pray, that by his merits and example
we may happily attain the rewards promised to the humble.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

April 4
Saint isidore, bishop and Doctor of the Church

from the common of pastors: for a bishop (p. 1074), or from the common of Doctors of the 
church (p. 1088).

Collect
Graciously hear the prayers, o lord,
which we make in commemoration of saint isidore,
that your Church may be aided by his intercession,
just as she has been instructed by his heavenly teaching.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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April 5
Saint Vincent ferrer, Priest

from the common of pastors: for Missionaries (p. 1084).

Collect
o God, who raised up the Priest saint Vincent Ferrer
to minister by the preaching of the Gospel,
grant, we pray,
that, when the Judge comes,
whom saint Vincent proclaimed on earth,
we may be among those blessed
to behold him reigning in heaven.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

April 7
Saint John baptist de la Salle, Priest

memorial

from the common of pastors: for one pastor (p. 1078), or from the common of holy Men 
and Women: for educators (p. 1111).

Collect
o God, who chose saint John Baptist de la salle
to educate young Christians,
raise up, we pray, teachers in your Church
ready to devote themselves wholeheartedly
to the human and Christian formation of the young.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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April 11
Saint Stanislaus, bishop and Martyr

memorial

from the common of Martyrs: for one Martyr (p. 1059, or, during easter time, p. 1065), or 
from the common of pastors: for a bishop (p. 1074).

Collect
o God, for whose honor the Bishop saint stanislaus
fell beneath the swords of his persecutors,
grant, we pray,
that we may persevere strong in faith even until death.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

April 13
Saint Martin i, Pope and Martyr

from the common of Martyrs: for one Martyr (p. 1059, or, during easter time, p. 1065), or 
from the common of pastors: for a pope (p. 1071).

Collect
Grant, almighty God,
that we may withstand the trials of this world
with invincible firmness of purpose,
just as you did not allow your martyr Pope saint martin the First
to be daunted by threats or broken by suffering.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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April 21
Saint Anselm, bishop and Doctor of the Church

from the common of pastors: for a bishop (p. 1074), or from the common of Doctors of the 
church (p. 1088).

Collect
o God, who led the Bishop saint anselm
to seek out and teach the depths of your wisdom,
grant, we pray,
that our faith in you may so aid our understanding,
that what we believe by your command
may give delight to our hearts.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

April 23
Saint george, Martyr

from the common of Martyrs: for one Martyr during easter time (p. 1065).

Collect
extolling your might, o lord,
we humbly implore you,
that, as saint George imitated the Passion of the lord,
so he may lend us ready help in our weakness.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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Saint Adalbert, bishop and Martyr

from the common of Martyrs: for one Martyr during easter time (p. 1065), or from the 
common of pastors: for a bishop (p. 1074).

Collect
o God, who bestowed the crown of martyrdom
on the Bishop saint adalbert,
as he burned with zeal for souls,
grant, we pray, by his prayers,
that the obedience of the flock may never fail the shepherds,
nor the care of the shepherds be ever lacking to the flock.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

April 24
Saint fidelis of Sigmaringen, Priest and Martyr

from the common of Martyrs: for one Martyr during easter time (p. 1065), or from the 
common of pastors: for one pastor (p. 1078).

Collect
o God, who were pleased to award
the palm of martyrdom to saint Fidelis
as, burning with love for you, he propagated the faith,
grant, we pray, through his intercession,
that, grounded in charity,
we may merit to know with him
the power of the Resurrection of Christ.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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April 25
SAinT MArk, EVAngELiST

Feast

entrance antiphon Mk 16: 15
go into all the world,
and proclaim the gospel to every creature, alleluia.

the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is said.

Collect
o God, who raised up saint mark, your evangelist,
and endowed him with the grace to preach the Gospel,
grant, we pray,
that we may so profit from his teaching
as to follow faithfully in the footsteps of Christ.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
as we venerate the glory of saint mark,
we offer you, lord, the sacrifice of praise
and humbly beseech you,
that your Church may always persevere
in the preaching of the Gospel.
Through Christ our lord.

preface ii of the apostles, p. 596.

Communion antiphon Mt 28: 20
behold, i am with you always,
even to the end of the age, says the Lord, alleluia.

Prayer after Communion
Grant, we pray, almighty God,
that what we have received from your holy altar
may sanctify us and make us strong
in the faith of the Gospel which saint mark proclaimed.
Through Christ our lord.
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April 28
Saint Peter Chanel, Priest and Martyr

from the common of Martyrs: for one Martyr during easter time (p. 1065), or from the 
common of pastors: for Missionaries (p. 1084).

Collect
o God, who for the spreading of your Church
crowned saint Peter Chanel with martyrdom,
grant that, in these days of paschal joy,
we may so celebrate the mysteries of Christ’s Death and 

Resurrection
as to bear worthy witness to newness of life.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Saint Louis grignion de Montfort, Priest

from the common of pastors: for one pastor (p. 1078).

Collect
o God, who willed to direct the steps of the Priest saint louis
along the way of salvation and of the love of Christ,
in the company of the Blessed Virgin,
grant us, by his example,
that, meditating on the mysteries of your love,
we may strive tirelessly for the building up of your Church.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
or:

almighty and eternal God, who made the Priest saint louis
an outstanding witness and teacher
of total devotion to Christ your son
through the hands of his Blessed mother,
grant us that, following the same spiritual path,
we may constantly spread your Kingdom.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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April 29
Saint Catherine of Siena, Virgin and Doctor of the Church

memorial

entrance antiphon
here is a wise virgin, from among the number of the prudent,
who went forth with lighted lamp to meet christ, alleluia.

Collect
o God, who set saint Catherine of siena on fire with divine love
in her contemplation of the lord’s Passion
and her service of your Church,
grant, through her intercession,
that your people,
participating in the mystery of Christ,
may ever exult in the revelation of his glory.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
accept, o lord, the saving sacrifice we offer
in commemoration of saint Catherine,
so that, instructed by her teaching,
we may give ever more fervent thanks 
to you, the one true God.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon cf. 1 Jn 1: 7
if we walk in the light, as god is in the light,
then we have fellowship with one another,
and the blood of his Son Jesus christ
cleanses us from all sin, alleluia.

Prayer after Communion
may the heavenly table
at which we have been fed, o lord,
confer eternal life upon us,
as even in this world
it nourished the life of saint Catherine.
Through Christ our lord.
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April 30
Saint Pius V, Pope

from the common of pastors: for a pope (p. 1071).

Collect
o God, who in your providence
raised up Pope saint Pius the Fifth in your Church
that the faith might be safeguarded
and more fitting worship be offered to you,
grant, through his intercession,
that we may participate in your mysteries
with lively faith and fruitful charity.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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MAy

may 1
Saint Joseph the Worker

entrance antiphon ps 128 (127): 1-2
blessed are all who fear the Lord and walk in his ways!
by the labor of your hands you shall eat;
blessed are you, and blessed will you be, alleluia.

Collect
o God, Creator of all things,
who laid down for the human race the law of work,
graciously grant
that by the example of saint Joseph and under his patronage
we may complete the works you set us to do
and attain the rewards you promise.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
o God, fount of all mercy,
look upon our offerings,
which we bring before your majesty
in commemoration of saint Joseph,
and mercifully grant that the gifts we offer
may become the means of protection for those who call upon you.
Through Christ our lord.

Preface: The mission of saint Joseph.
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text without music:

v. The lord be with you.
r. and with your spirit.

v. lift up your hearts.
r. We lift them up to the Lord.

v. let us give thanks to the lord our God.
r. it is right and just.

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God,
and on the commemoration of saint Joseph
to give you fitting praise,
to glorify you and bless you.

For this just man was given by you
as spouse to the Virgin mother of God
and set as a wise and faithful servant
in charge of your household
to watch like a father over your only Begotten son,
who was conceived by the overshadowing of the holy spirit,
our lord Jesus Christ.

Through him the angels praise your majesty,
Dominions adore and Powers tremble before you.
heaven and the Virtues of heaven and the blessed seraphim
worship together with exultation.
may our voices, we pray, join with theirs
in humble praise, as we acclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .

Communion antiphon cf. col 3: 17
Whatever you do in word or deed,
do everything in the name of the Lord, giving thanks to god through him, alleluia.

Prayer after Communion
having fed upon heavenly delights, we humbly ask you, o lord,
that, by saint Joseph’s example,
cherishing in our hearts the signs of your love,
we may ever enjoy the fruit of perpetual peace.
Through Christ our lord.
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may 2
Saint Athanasius, bishop and Doctor of the Church

memorial

entrance antiphon cf. Sir 15: 5
in the midst of the church he opened his mouth,
and the Lord filled him with the spirit of wisdom and understanding
and clothed him in a robe of glory, alleluia.

Collect
almighty ever-living God,
who raised up the Bishop saint athanasius
as an outstanding champion of your son’s divinity,
mercifully grant,
that, rejoicing in his teaching and his protection,
we may never cease to grow in knowledge and love of you.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
look, o lord, upon the offerings we present to you
in commemoration of saint athanasius,
and may witnessing to your truth
bring salvation to those
who profess, as he did, an unblemished faith.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon 1 cor 3: 11
No one can lay a foundation other than the one that is there,
namely, Jesus christ, alleluia.

Prayer after Communion
Grant us, we pray, almighty God,
that the true divinity of your only Begotten son,
which we firmly profess with saint athanasius,
may, through this sacrament, ever give us life and protection.
Through Christ our lord.
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may 3
SAinTS PhiLiP AnD JAMES, APoSTLES

Feast
entrance antiphon

these are the holy men
whom the Lord chose in his own perfect love;
to them he gave eternal glory, alleluia.

the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is said.

Collect
o God, who gladden us each year
with the feast day of the apostles Philip and James,
grant us, through their prayers,
a share in the Passion and Resurrection
of your only Begotten son,
so that we may merit to behold you for eternity.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Receive, o lord, the offerings we bring
for the feast day of the apostles Philip and James
and bestow on us religion pure and undefiled.
Through Christ our lord.

preface of the apostles, pp. 594-597.

Communion antiphon cf. Jn 14: 8-9
Lord, show us the father, and that will be enough for us.
Whoever has seen me, philip, has seen the father also, alleluia.

Prayer after Communion
Purify our minds, we pray, o lord,
by these holy gifts we have received,
so that, contemplating you in your son
together with the apostles Philip and James,
we may be worthy to possess eternal life.
Through Christ our lord.

the Solemn blessing formula on p. 683 may be used.
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[In the Dioceses of the United States]

may 10
Saint Damien de Veuster, Priest

from the common of pastors: for Missionaries (p. 1084).

Collect
Father of mercy,
who gave us in saint Damien
a shining witness of love for the poorest and most abandoned,
grant that, by his intercession,
as faithful witnesses of the heart of your son Jesus,
we too may be servants of the most needy and rejected.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

may 12
Saints nereus and Achilleus, Martyrs

from the common of Martyrs: for Several Martyrs (p. 1052 or, during easter time, p. 1062).

Collect
Grant, we pray, almighty God,
that we, who know the great courage
of the glorious martyrs nereus and achilleus
in confessing you,
may experience their loving intercession for us in your presence.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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Saint Pancras, Martyr

from the common of Martyrs: for one Martyr (p. 1059 or, during easter time, p. 1065).

Collect
may your Church rejoice, o God,
confident in the intercession of the martyr saint Pancras,
and by his glorious prayers
may she persevere in devotion to you
and stand ever firm.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

may 13
our Lady of fatima

from the common of the blessed virgin Mary (p. 1039).

Collect
o God, who chose the mother of your son to be our mother also,
grant us that, persevering in penance and prayer
for the salvation of the world,
we may further more effectively each day the reign of Christ.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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may 14
SAinT MATThiAS, APoSTLE

Feast

entrance antiphon Jn 15: 16
it was not you who chose me, says the Lord,
but i who chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit, 
fruit that will last (e.t. alleluia).

the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is said.

Collect
o God, who assigned saint matthias
a place in the college of apostles,
grant us, through his intercession,
that, rejoicing at how your love has been allotted to us,
we may merit to be numbered among the elect.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Receive, o lord, the offerings of your Church,
reverently presented for the Feast of saint matthias,
and through them strengthen us by the power of your grace.
Through Christ our lord.

preface of the apostles, pp. 594-597.

Communion antiphon Jn 15: 12
this is my commandment: Love one another 
as i love you, says the Lord (e.t. alleluia).

Prayer after Communion
never cease, o lord, we pray,
to fill your family with divine gifts,
and, through blessed matthias’ intercession for us,
graciously admit us to a share in the lot of the saints in light.
Through Christ our lord.

the Solemn blessing formula on p. 683 may be used.
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[In the Dioceses of the United States]

may 15
Saint isidore

from the common of holy Men and Women: for one Saint (p. 1101).

Collect
lord God, to whom belongs all creation,
and who call us to serve you
by caring for the gifts that surround us,
inspire us by the example of saint isidore
to share our food with the hungry
and to work for the salvation of all people.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

may 18
Saint John i, Pope and Martyr

from the common of Martyrs: for one Martyr (p. 1059 or, during easter time, p. 1065), or 
from the common of pastors: for a pope (p. 1071).

Collect
o God, who reward faithful souls
and who have consecrated this day
by the martyrdom of Pope saint John the First,
graciously hear the prayers of your people
and grant that we, who venerate his merits,
may imitate his constancy in the faith.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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may 20
Saint bernardine of Siena, Priest

from the common of pastors: for Missionaries (p. 1084), or from the common of holy Men 
and Women: for religious (p. 1107).

Collect
o God, who gave the Priest saint Bernardine of siena
a great love for the holy name of Jesus,
grant, through his merits and prayers,
that we may ever be set aflame
with the spirit of your love.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

may 21
Saint Christopher Magallanes, Priest,

and Companions, Martyrs

from the common of Martyrs: for Several Martyrs (p. 1052 or, during easter time, p. 1062).

Collect
almighty and eternal God,
who made the Priest saint Christopher magallanes and his 

companions
faithful to Christ the King even to the point of martyrdom,
grant us, through their intercession,
that, persevering in confession of the true faith,
we may always hold fast to the commandments of your love.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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may 22
Saint rita of Cascia, religious

from the common of holy Men and Women: for religious (p. 1107).

Collect
Bestow on us, we pray, o lord,
the wisdom and strength of the Cross,
with which you were pleased to endow saint Rita,
so that, suffering in every tribulation with Christ,
we may participate ever more deeply in his Paschal mystery.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

may 25
Saint bede the Venerable, Priest and Doctor of the Church

from the common of Doctors of the church (p. 1088), or from the common of holy Men 
and Women: for a Monk (p. 1105).

Collect
o God, who bring light to your Church
through the learning of the Priest saint Bede,
mercifully grant that your servants
may always be enlightened by his wisdom and helped by  

his merits.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Saint gregory Vii, Pope

from the common of pastors: for a pope (p. 1071).

Collect
Give to your Church, we pray, o lord,
that spirit of fortitude and zeal for justice
which you made to shine forth in Pope saint Gregory the seventh,
so that, rejecting evil, she may be free
to carry out in charity whatever is right.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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Saint Mary Magdalene de’ Pazzi, Virgin

from the common of virgins: for one virgin (p. 1092), or from the common of holy Men 
and Women: for religious (p. 1107).

Collect
o God, lover of virginity,
who adorned with heavenly gifts
the Virgin saint mary magdalene de’ Pazzi,
setting her on fire with your love,
grant, we pray, that we, who honor her today,
may imitate her example of purity and love.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

may 26
Saint Philip neri, Priest

memorial

entrance antiphon rom 5: 5; cf. 8: 11
the love of god has been poured into our hearts
through the Spirit of god dwelling within us (e.t. alleluia).

Collect
o God, who never cease to bestow the glory of holiness
on the faithful servants you raise up for yourself,
graciously grant
that the holy spirit may kindle in us that fire
with which he wonderfully filled
the heart of saint Philip neri.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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Prayer over the offerings
as we offer you the sacrifice of praise, o lord,
we ask that by the example of saint Philip
we may always give ourselves cheerfully
for the glory of your name
and the service of our neighbor.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon Jn 15: 9
as the father loves me, so i also love you;
remain in my love, says the Lord (e.t. alleluia).

Prayer after Communion
having fed upon these heavenly delights,
we pray, o lord,
that in imitation of saint Philip
we may always long for that food by which we truly live.
Through Christ our lord.

may 27
Saint Augustine of Canterbury, bishop

from the common of pastors: for Missionaries (p. 1084), or for a bishop (p. 1074).

Collect
o God, who by the preaching
of the Bishop saint augustine of Canterbury
led the english peoples to the Gospel,
grant, we pray, that the fruits of his labors
may remain ever abundant in your Church.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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may 31
ThE ViSiTATion of ThE bLESSED Virgin MAry

Feast

entrance antiphon cf. ps 66 (65): 16
come and hear, all who fear god;
i will tell what the Lord did for my soul (e.t. alleluia).

the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is said.

Collect
almighty ever-living God,
who, while the Blessed Virgin mary was carrying your son in  

her womb,
inspired her to visit elizabeth,
grant us, we pray,
that, faithful to the promptings of the spirit,
we may magnify your greatness
with the Virgin mary at all times.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
may our offering of this saving sacrifice
be acceptable to your majesty, o lord,
as you were pleased to accept the charity
of the most Blessed mother of your only Begotten son.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

preface ii of the blessed virgin Mary, p. 592.

MAY		 867



Communion antiphon Lk 1: 48-49
all generations will call me blessed,
for he who is mighty has done great things for me,
and holy is his name (e.t. alleluia).

Prayer after Communion
may your Church proclaim your greatness, o God,
for you have done great things for your faithful,
and, as saint John the Baptist leapt with joy
when he first sensed the hidden presence of Christ,
so may your Church rejoice
to receive in this sacrament the same ever-living lord.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

the Solemn blessing formula on p. 682 may be used.
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Saturday after the Second Sunday after Pentecost
The immaculate heart of the blessed Virgin Mary

memorial

entrance antiphon ps 13 (12): 6
My heart will rejoice in your salvation.
i will sing to the Lord, who has been bountiful with me.

Collect
o God, who prepared a fit dwelling place for the holy spirit
in the heart of the Blessed Virgin mary,
graciously grant that through her intercession
we may be a worthy temple of your glory.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
look, o lord, upon the prayers and offerings of your faithful,
presented in commemoration of Blessed mary, the mother of God,
that they may be pleasing to you
and may confer on us your help and forgiveness.
Through Christ our lord.

preface i of the blessed virgin Mary (on the feast day), p. 590, or ii, p. 592.

Communion antiphon Lk 2: 19
Mary treasured all these words,
reflecting on them in her heart.

Prayer after Communion
having been made partakers of eternal redemption,
we pray, o lord,
that we, who commemorate the mother of your son,
may glory in the fullness of your grace
and experience its continued increase for our salvation.
Through Christ our lord.
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JunE

June 1
Saint Justin, Martyr

memorial

entrance antiphon cf. ps 119 (118): 85, 46
the wicked have told me lies, but not so is your law:
i spoke of your decrees before kings,
and was not confounded (e.t. alleluia).

Collect
o God, who through the folly of the Cross
wondrously taught saint Justin the martyr
the surpassing knowledge of Jesus Christ,
grant us, through his intercession,
that, having rejected deception and error,
we may become steadfast in the faith.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Grant us, we pray, o lord,
that we may celebrate worthily these mysteries,
which saint Justin strenuously defended.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon cf. 1 cor 2: 2
i resolved to know nothing while i was with you
except Jesus christ, and him crucified (e.t. alleluia).

Prayer after Communion
Refreshed by heavenly food,
we humbly implore you, o lord,
that, attentive to the teaching of saint Justin the martyr,
we may abide at all times in thanksgiving
for the gifts we have received.
Through Christ our lord.
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June 2
Saints Marcellinus and Peter, Martyrs

from the common of Martyrs: for Several Martyrs (p. 1052 or, during easter time, p. 1062).

Collect
o God, who surround us with protection
through the glorious confession
of the martyrs saints marcellinus and Peter,
grant that we may profit by imitating them
and be upheld by their prayer.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

June 3
Saint Charles Lwanga and Companions, Martyrs

memorial

entrance antiphon cf. Wis 3: 6-7, 9
as gold in the furnace, the Lord put his chosen to the test;
as sacrificial offerings, he took them to himself;
and in due time they will be honored,
and grace and peace will be with the elect of god (e.t. alleluia).

Collect
o God, who have made the blood of martyrs
the seed of Christians,
mercifully grant that the field which is your Church,
watered by the blood 
shed by saints Charles lwanga and his companions,
may be fertile and always yield you an abundant harvest.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

870
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Prayer over the offerings
We offer you sacrifice, o lord, humbly praying
that, as you granted the blessed martyrs
grace to die rather than sin,
so you may bring us to minister at your altar
in dedication to you alone.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon ps 116 (115): 15
how precious in the eyes of the Lord
is the death of his holy ones (e.t. alleluia).

Prayer after Communion
We have received this divine sacrament, o lord,
as we celebrate the victory of your holy martyrs;
may what helped them to endure torment, we pray,
make us, in the face of trials,
steadfast in faith and in charity.
Through Christ our lord.

June 5
Saint boniface, bishop and Martyr

memorial

from the common of Martyrs: for one Martyr (p. 1059 or, during easter time, p. 1065) or 
from the common of pastors: for Missionaries (p. 1084).

Collect
may the martyr saint Boniface be our advocate, o lord,
that we may firmly hold the faith
he taught with his lips and sealed in his blood
and confidently profess it by our deeds.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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June 6
Saint norbert, bishop

from the common of pastors: for a bishop (p. 1074), or from the common of holy Men and 
Women: for religious (p. 1107).

Collect
o God, who made the Bishop saint norbert
a servant of your Church
outstanding in his prayer and pastoral zeal,
grant, we ask, that by the help of his intercession,
the flock of the faithful
may always find shepherds after your own heart
and be fed in the pastures of salvation.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

June 9
Saint Ephrem, Deacon and Doctor of the Church

from the common of Doctors of the church (p. 1088).

Collect
Pour into our hearts o lord, we pray, the holy spirit,
at whose prompting the Deacon saint ephrem
exulted in singing of your mysteries
and from whom he received the strength
to serve you alone.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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June 11
Saint barnabas, Apostle

memorial

entrance antiphon cf. acts 11: 24
blessed is this holy man,
who was worthy to be numbered among the apostles,
for he was a good man,
filled with the holy Spirit and with faith (e.t. alleluia).

Collect
o God, who decreed that saint Barnabas,
a man filled with faith and the holy spirit,
should be set apart to convert the nations,
grant that the Gospel of Christ,
which he strenuously preached,
may be faithfully proclaimed by word and by deed.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
sanctify with your blessing, we pray, o lord,
the offerings presented here,
so that by your grace they may set us on fire
with the flame of your love,
by which saint Barnabas
brought the light of the Gospel to the nations.
Through Christ our lord.

preface of the apostles, pp. 594-597.

Communion antiphon cf. Jn 15: 15
i no longer call you slaves,
because a slave does not know what his master is doing.
but i have called you friends,
because i have told you
everything i have heard from my father (e.t. alleluia).
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Prayer after Communion
as we receive the pledge of eternal life,
we humbly implore you, lord,
that what we celebrate in sacramental signs
on the memorial of the blessed apostle Barnabas
we may one day behold unveiled.
Through Christ our lord.

June 13
Saint Anthony of Padua, Priest and Doctor of the Church

memorial

from the common of pastors: for one pastor (p. 1078), or from the common of Doctors of 
the church (p. 1088), or from the common of holy Men and Women: for religious (p. 1107).

Collect
almighty ever-living God,
who gave saint anthony of Padua to your people
as an outstanding preacher
and an intercessor in their need,
grant that, with his assistance,
as we follow the teachings of the Christian life,
we may know your help in every trial.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

June 19
Saint romuald, Abbot

from the common of holy Men and Women: for an abbot (p. 1103).

Collect
o God, who through saint Romuald renewed
the manner of life of hermits in your Church,
grant that, denying ourselves and following Christ,
we may merit to reach the heavenly realms on high.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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June 21
Saint Aloysius gonzaga, religious

memorial
entrance antiphon cf. ps 24 (23): 4, 3

the clean of hands and pure of heart
shall climb the mountain of the Lord
and stand in his holy place.

Collect
o God, giver of heavenly gifts,
who in saint aloysius Gonzaga
joined penitence to a wonderful innocence of life,
grant, through his merits and intercession,
that, though we have failed to follow him in innocence,
we may imitate him in penitence.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Grant us, o lord,
that by the example of saint aloysius,
we may take our place at the heavenly banquet,
clothed always in our wedding garment,
so that, by participation in this mystery,
we may possess the riches of your grace.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon ps 78 (77): 24-25
god gave them bread from heaven;
man ate the bread of angels.

Prayer after Communion
Bring us, who have been fed
with the food of angels, o lord,
to serve you in purity of life,
and, following the example of saint aloysius,
whom we honor today,
may we persevere in constant thanksgiving.
Through Christ our lord.
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June 22
Saint Paulinus of nola, bishop

from the common of pastors: for a bishop (p. 1074).

Collect
o God, who made the Bishop saint Paulinus of nola
outstanding for love of poverty and for pastoral care,
graciously grant that, as we celebrate his merits,
we may imitate the example of his charity.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Saints John fisher, bishop, and Thomas More, Martyrs

from the common of Martyrs: for Several Martyrs (p. 1052).

Collect
o God, who in martyrdom
have brought true faith to its highest expression,
graciously grant
that, strengthened through the intercession
of saints John Fisher and Thomas more,
we may confirm by the witness of our life
the faith we profess with our lips.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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June 24
ThE nATiViTy of SAinT John ThE bAPTiST

Solemnity
At the Vigil Mass

this Mass is used on the evening of June 23, either before or after first vespers (evening 
prayer i) of the Solemnity.

entrance antiphon Lk 1: 15, 14
he will be great in the sight of the Lord
and will be filled with the holy Spirit,
even from his mother’s womb;
and many will rejoice at his birth.

the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is said.

Collect
Grant, we pray, almighty God,
that your family may walk in the way of salvation
and, attentive to what saint John the Precursor urged,
may come safely to the one he foretold,
our lord Jesus Christ.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

the creed is said.

Prayer over the offerings
look with favor, o lord,
upon the offerings made by your people
on the solemnity of saint John the Baptist,
and grant that what we celebrate in mystery
we may follow with deeds of devoted service.
Through Christ our lord.

proper preface, as in the following Mass, pp. 880-881.

Communion antiphon Lk 1: 68
blessed be the Lord, the god of israel!
he has visited his people and redeemed them.
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Prayer after Communion
may the marvelous prayer of saint John the Baptist
accompany us who have eaten our fill
at this sacrificial feast, o lord,
and, since saint John proclaimed your son
to be the lamb who would take away our sins,
may he implore now for us your favor.
Through Christ our lord.

At the Mass during the Day

entrance antiphon Jn 1: 6-7; Lk 1: 17
a man was sent from god, whose name was John.
he came to testify to the light,
to prepare a people fit for the Lord.

the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is said.

Collect
o God, who raised up saint John the Baptist
to make ready a nation fit for Christ the lord,
give your people, we pray,
the grace of spiritual joys
and direct the hearts of all the faithful
into the way of salvation and peace.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

the creed is said.

Prayer over the offerings
We place these offerings on your altar, o lord,
to celebrate with fitting honor the nativity of him
who both foretold the coming of the world’s savior
and pointed him out when he came.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.
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Preface: The mission of the Precursor.
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holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .

text without music:

v. The lord be with you.
r. and with your spirit.

v. lift up your hearts.
r. We lift them up to the Lord.

v. let us give thanks to the lord our God.
r. it is right and just.

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God,
through Christ our lord.

in his Precursor, saint John the Baptist,
we praise your great glory,
for you consecrated him for a singular honor
among those born of women.

his birth brought great rejoicing;
even in the womb he leapt for joy
at the coming of human salvation.
he alone of all the prophets
pointed out the lamb of redemption.

and to make holy the flowing waters,
he baptized the very author of Baptism
and was privileged to bear him supreme witness
by the shedding of his blood.

and so, with the Powers of heaven,
we worship you constantly on earth,
and before your majesty
without end we acclaim:
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holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .

Communion antiphon cf. Lk 1: 78
through the tender mercy of our god,
the Dawn from on high will visit us.

Prayer after Communion
having feasted at the banquet of the heavenly lamb,
we pray, o lord,
that, finding joy in the nativity of saint John the Baptist,
your Church may know as the author of her rebirth
the Christ whose coming John foretold.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

June 27
Saint Cyril of Alexandria,

bishop and Doctor of the Church

from the common of pastors: for a bishop (p. 1074), or from the common of Doctors of the 
church (p. 1088).

Collect
o God, who made the Bishop saint Cyril of alexandria
an invincible champion of the divine motherhood
of the most Blessed Virgin mary,
grant, we pray, 
that we, who believe she is truly the mother of God,
may be saved through the incarnation of Christ your son.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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June 28
Saint irenaeus, bishop and Martyr

memorial

entrance antiphon Mal 2: 6
the law of truth was in his mouth;
no dishonesty was found on his lips.
he walked with me in integrity and peace,
and turned many away from evil.

Collect
o God, who called the Bishop saint irenaeus
to confirm true doctrine and the peace of the Church,
grant, we pray, through his intercession,
that, being renewed in faith and charity,
we may always be intent on fostering unity and concord.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
may the sacrifice we offer you with joy
on the heavenly birthday of saint irenaeus
bring you glory, o lord,
and instill in us a love of the truth,
so that we may keep the Church’s faith inviolate
and her unity secure.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon Jn 15: 4-5
remain in me, as i remain in you, says the Lord.
Whoever remains in me, and i in him, bears fruit in plenty.

Prayer after Communion
Through these sacred mysteries, we pray, o lord,
give us in your compassion an increase of that faith
which brought glory to the Bishop saint irenaeus
as he maintained it even until death,
and may the same faith bring to us, who truly follow it,
justification in your sight.
Through Christ our lord.
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June 29
SAinTS PETEr AnD PAuL, APoSTLES

Solemnity
at the Vigil mass

this Mass is used on the evening of June 28, either before or after first vespers (evening 
prayer i) of the Solemnity.

entrance antiphon
peter the apostle, and paul the teacher of the gentiles,
these have taught us your law, o Lord.

the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is said.

Collect
Grant, we pray, o lord our God,
that we may be sustained
by the intercession of the blessed apostles Peter and Paul,
that, as through them you gave your Church
the foundations of her heavenly office,
so through them you may help her to eternal salvation.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

the creed is said.

Prayer over the offerings
We bring offerings to your altar, o lord,
as we glory in the solemn feast
of the blessed apostles Peter and Paul,
so that the more we doubt our own merits,
the more we may rejoice that we are to be saved
by your loving kindness.
Through Christ our lord.

proper preface, as in the following Mass, pp. 887-888.

Communion antiphon cf. Jn 21: 15, 17
Simon, Son of John, do you love me more than these?
Lord, you know everything; you know that i love you.
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Prayer after Communion
By this heavenly sacrament, o lord, we pray,
strengthen your faithful,
whom you have enlightened with the teaching of the apostles.
Through Christ our lord.

the Solemn blessing formula on p. 682 may be used.

At the Mass during the Day

entrance antiphon
these are the ones who, living in the flesh,
planted the church with their blood;
they drank the chalice of the Lord
and became the friends of god.

the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is said.

Collect
o God, who on the solemnity of the apostles Peter and Paul
give us the noble and holy joy of this day,
grant, we pray, that your Church
may in all things follow the teaching
of those through whom she received
the beginnings of right religion.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

the creed is said.

Prayer over the offerings
may the prayer of the apostles, o lord,
accompany the sacrificial gift
that we present to your name for consecration,
and may their intercession make us devoted to you
in celebration of the sacrifice.
Through Christ our lord.
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Preface: The twofold mission of Peter and Paul in the Church.

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ

& œœ œ œ œ œœ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œœ

& œ á á œ œ œœ œ œ á

& á œœ œ œ œ á

& œœ œ œ œ á á

& á œœ œ œ á œ œ œ œ

& á œœ œœ œ œœ œ œ á

& á œ œ œ œœ œ œ á

& á œ œœ œœ œ œ œ á

& á œ œ œ œ œ á

& á
����������������������������

œ œ œ á
�������������������������������

œœ œœ œ œ

& œ

���������	����

œœ œ œ
��������������
������������������

á œ œ œ œ œ
��������������

œ ¿ œ œ

& á
����������������������������

œœ œœ œ œ

JUNE		 887



& á
����������������������������

œ œ œ á
�������������������������������

œœ œœ œ œ

& œ

���������	����

œœ œ œ
��������������
������������������

á œ œ œ œ œ
��������������

œ ¿ œ œ

& á
����������������������������

œœ œœ œ œ

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .

text without music:

v. The lord be with you.
r. and with your spirit.

v. lift up your hearts.
r. We lift them up to the Lord.

v. let us give thanks to the lord our God.
r. it is right and just.

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God.

For by your providence
the blessed apostles Peter and Paul bring us joy:
Peter, foremost in confessing the faith,
Paul, its outstanding preacher,
Peter, who established the early Church from the remnant  

of israel,
Paul, master and teacher of the Gentiles that you call.

and so, each in a different way
gathered together the one family of Christ;
and revered together throughout the world,
they share one martyr’s crown.

and therefore, with all the angels and saints,
we praise you, as without end we acclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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Communion antiphon cf. Mt 16: 16, 18
peter said to Jesus: you are the christ, the Son of the living god.
and Jesus replied: you are peter,
and upon this rock i will build my church.

Prayer after Communion
Grant us, o lord,
who have been renewed by this sacrament,
so to live in the Church,
that, persevering in the breaking of the Bread
and in the teaching of the apostles,
we may be one heart and one soul,
made steadfast in your love.
Through Christ our lord.

the Solemn blessing formula on p. 682 may be used.

for a votive Mass of Saint peter or of Saint paul, cf. below, p. 1362, or p. 1363.

June 30
The first Martyrs of holy roman Church

from the common of Martyrs: for Several Martyrs (p. 1052).

Collect
o God, who consecrated
the abundant first fruits of the Roman Church
by the blood of the martyrs,
grant, we pray, that with firm courage
we may together draw strength from so great a struggle
and ever rejoice at the triumph of faithful love.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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JuLy
[In the Dioceses of the United States]

July 1
blessed Junípero Serra, Priest

from the common of pastors: for Missionaries (p. 1084), or for one pastor (p. 1078).

Collect
o God, who by your ineffable mercy
have been pleased through the labors
of your priest Blessed Junípero serra
to count many american peoples within your Church,
grant by his intercession
that we may so join our hearts to you in love,
as to carry always and everywhere before all people
the image of your only Begotten son.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

July 3
SAinT ThoMAS, APoSTLE

Feast

entrance antiphon  cf. ps 118 (117): 28, 21
you are my god, and i confess you;
you are my god, and i exalt you;
i will thank you, for you became my savior.

the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is said.

Collect
Grant, almighty God,
that we may glory in the Feast of the blessed apostle Thomas,
so that we may always be sustained by his intercession
and, believing, may have life
in the name of Jesus Christ your son,
whom Thomas acknowledged as the lord.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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Prayer over the offerings
We render you, o lord, the service that is your due,
humbly imploring you to keep safe your gifts in us,
as we honor the confession of the apostle saint Thomas
and offer you a sacrifice of praise.
Through Christ our lord.

preface of the apostles, pp. 594-597.

Communion antiphon  cf. Jn 20: 27
bring your hand and feel the place of the nails,
and do not be unbelieving but believing.

Prayer after Communion
o God, as we truly receive in this sacrament
the Body of your only Begotten son,
grant, we pray, that we may recognize him
with the apostle Thomas by faith
as our lord and our God
and proclaim him by our deeds and by our life.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

the Solemn blessing formula, p. 683, may be used.
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[In the Dioceses of the United States]

July 4
independence Day

entrance antiphon cf. Sir 36: 18, 19
give peace, o Lord, to those who wait for you;
hear the prayers of your servants
and guide us in the way of justice.

the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is said.

Collect
God of justice, Father of truth,
who guide creation in wisdom and goodness 
to fulfillment in Christ your son,
open our hearts to the truth of his Gospel,
that your peace may rule in our hearts
and your justice guide our lives.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
or:

Father of all nations and ages,
we recall the day when our country
claimed its place among the family of nations;
for what has been achieved we give you thanks,
for the work that still remains we ask your help,
and as you have called us from many peoples to be one nation,
grant that, under your providence,
our country may share your blessings
with all the peoples of the earth.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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Prayer over the offerings
accept, lord God, these gifts we bring to this altar
and, having taught us through the wisdom of the Gospel,
lead us to true justice and lasting peace.
Through Christ our lord.
or:

Father, who have molded into one 
our nation, drawn from the peoples of many lands,
grant, that as the grains of wheat become one bread
and the many grapes one cup of wine,
so we may before all others be instruments of your peace.
Through Christ our lord.
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Preface: independence Day i.

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ

& œœ œ œ œ œœ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ

& œ
���������������������������

á á
�������������������������������

œ œ œœ œ œ
�����������

á

& á
��������������������������
��

œœ œ œ œ
	���������������������������������

á

& œœ
�������������

œ œ œœ
�������������������	�����

œœ œ œ œ
������
�������������������

á œ œ

& œ
��������

œ á
������������������������������������������������

œœ œœ œ œœ œ œ
����

& á
�����������
���������������������������������������������

œœ œ œœ œ á
�������

& œ
��������������������

œ œ œ œ á
���������������������������

œœ œœ œ œ œ
�����������

á

& á
���������������������

œ œ œ á
����������
������������

œ œ œ á
��������������������

œ œœ œœ

& œ
�����������

œœ œ œ
���������������������������������

á œœ œ œ œ
������������������

á

& á
��������������������������������

œ œ œ œ á
����������������������

œ ¿ œ œ œœ
�������

œœ

& œ
���������

œ

894	 	PROPER	OF	SAINTS



holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .

text without music:

v. The lord be with you.
r. and with your spirit.

v. lift up your hearts.
r. We lift them up to the Lord.

v. let us give thanks to the lord our God.
r. it is right and just.

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God,
through Christ our lord.

he spoke to us a message of peace
and taught us to live as brothers and sisters.
his message took form in the vision of our founding fathers
as they fashioned a nation
where we might live as one.
his message lives on in our midst
as our task for today
and a promise for tomorrow.

and so, with hearts full of love,
we join the angels today and every day of our lives,
to sing your glory as we acclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .

or:
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Preface: independence Day ii.
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holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .

text without music:

v. The lord be with you.
r. and with your spirit.

v. lift up your hearts.
r. We lift them up to the Lord.

v. let us give thanks to the lord our God.
r. it is right and just.

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God,
through Christ our lord.

For we praise you as the God of creation,
as the Father of Jesus, the savior of the world,
in whose image we seek to live.
he loved the children of the lands he walked
and enriched them with his witness of justice and truth.
he lived and died that we might be reborn in the spirit
and filled with love for all people.

and so, with hearts full of love,
we join the angels today and every day of our lives,
to sing your glory as we acclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .

Communion antiphon ps 36 (35):10
With you, o Lord, is the fountain of life, and in your light, we see light.
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Prayer after Communion
By showing us in this eucharist, o lord,
a glimpse of the unity and joy
of your people in heaven,
deepen our unity and intensify our joy,
that all who believe in you
may work together to build the city of lasting peace.
Through Christ our lord.
or:

may the love we share in this eucharist, heavenly Father,
flow in rich blessing throughout our land
and by your grace may we as a nation
place our trust in you
and seek to do your will.
Through Christ our lord.

solemn Blessing
may God the Father who has called us
to be one human family
fill your hearts with deep longing
for peace and harmony.
r. amen.

may the son of God who came to share our life
and make us children of the one Father
enable you to grow in wisdom and grace
before God and the human family.
r. amen.

and may the holy spirit who is the bond of love
between the Father and the son
unite in love all here present;
may he be the bond of love among you,
our nation, and all peoples.
r. amen.

and may the blessing of almighty God,
the Father, and the son, X and the holy spirit,
come down on you and remain with you for ever.
r. amen.
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July 5
Saint Anthony Zaccaria, Priest

from the common of pastors: for one pastor (p. 1078), or from the common of holy Men 
and Women: for educators (p. 1111), or for religious (p. 1107).

Collect
Grant, o lord, that in the spirit of the apostle Paul
we may pursue the surpassing knowledge of Jesus Christ,
for, having learned it,
saint anthony Zaccaria
constantly preached your saving word in the Church.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

[In the Dioceses of the United States]
Saint Elizabeth of Portugal

from the common of holy Men and Women: for those Who practiced Works of Mercy (p. 1110).

Collect
o God, author of peace and lover of charity,
who adorned saint elizabeth of Portugal
with a marvelous grace for reconciling those in conflict,
grant, through her intercession,
that we may become peacemakers,
and so be called children of God.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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July 6
Saint Maria goretti, Virgin and Martyr

from the common of Martyrs: for a virgin Martyr (p. 1068), or from the common of virgins: 
for one virgin (p. 1092).

Collect
o God, author of innocence and lover of chastity,
who bestowed the grace of martyrdom
on your handmaid, the Virgin saint maria Goretti, in her youth,
grant, we pray, through her intercession,
that, as you gave her a crown for her steadfastness,
so we, too, may be firm
in obeying your commandments.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

July 9
Saint Augustine Zhao rong, Priest, and Companions, Martyrs

from the common of Martyrs: for Several Martyrs (p. 1052).

Collect
o God, who in your wonderful providence
have strengthened your Church
through the confession of the martyrs
saint augustine Zhao and companions,
grant that your people,
faithful to the mission entrusted to it,
may enjoy ever greater freedom
and witness to the truth before the world.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

900	 	PROPER	OF	SAINTS



July 11
Saint benedict, Abbot

memorial
entrance antiphon 

there was a man of venerable life,
benedict, blessed by grace and by name,
who, leaving home and patrimony
and desiring to please god alone,
sought out the habit of holy living.

Collect
o God, who made the abbot saint Benedict
an outstanding master in the school of divine service,
grant, we pray,
that, putting nothing before love of you,
we may hasten with a loving heart
in the way of your commands.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
look kindly, lord, upon these holy offerings,
which we make in honor of saint Benedict,
and grant that,
by following his example in seeking you,
we may merit the gifts of unity in your service and of peace.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon  Lk 12: 42
this is the steward, faithful and prudent,
whom the Lord set over his household
to give them their allowance of food at the proper time.

Prayer after Communion
having received this pledge of eternal life,
we humbly beseech you, o lord,
that, attentive to the teaching of saint Benedict,
we may faithfully serve your designs
and love one another with fervent charity.
Through Christ our lord.
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July 13
Saint henry

from the common of holy Men and Women: for one Saint (p. 1101).

Collect
o God, whose abundant grace prepared saint henry
to be raised by you in a wonderful way
from the cares of earthly rule to heavenly realms,
grant, we pray, through his intercession,
that amid the uncertainties of this world
we may hasten towards you with minds made pure.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

[In the Dioceses of the United States]

July 14
blessed kateri Tekakwitha, Virgin

memorial

from the common of virgins: for one virgin (p. 1092).

Collect
o God, who desired the Virgin Blessed Kateri Tekakwitha
to flower among native americans
in a life of innocence,
grant, through her intercession,
that when all are gathered into your Church
from every nation, tribe and tongue,
they may magnify you
in a single canticle of praise.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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July 15
Saint bonaventure, bishop and Doctor of the Church

memorial

from the common of pastors: for a bishop (p. 1074) or from the common of Doctors of the 
church (p. 1088).

Collect
Grant, we pray, almighty God,
that, just as we celebrate the heavenly birthday
of the Bishop saint Bonaventure,
we may benefit from his great learning
and constantly imitate the ardor of his charity.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

July 16
our Lady of Mount Carmel

from the common of the blessed virgin Mary (p. 1039).

Collect
may the venerable intercession of the glorious Virgin mary
come to our aid, we pray, o lord,
so that, fortified by her protection,
we may reach the mountain which is Christ.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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[In the Dioceses of the United States]

July 18
Saint Camillus de Lellis, Priest

from the common of holy Men and Women: for those Who practiced Works of Mercy (p. 
1110).

Collect
o God, who adorned the Priest saint Camillus
with a singular grace of charity towards the sick,
pour out upon us, by his merits,
a spirit of love for you,
so that, serving you in our neighbor,
we may, at the hour of our death,
pass safely over to you.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

July 20
Saint Apollinaris, bishop and Martyr

from the common of Martyrs: for one Martyr (p. 1059), or from the common of pastors: 
for a bishop (p. 1074).

Collect
Direct your faithful, lord, in the way of eternal salvation,
which the Bishop saint apollinaris showed by his teaching  

and martyrdom,
and grant, through his intercession,
that we may so persevere in keeping your commandments
as to merit being crowned with him.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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July 21
Saint Lawrence of brindisi, Priest and Doctor of the Church

from the common of pastors: for one pastor (p. 1078), or from the common of Doctors of 
the church (p. 1088), or from the common of holy Men and Women: for religious (p. 1107).

Collect
o God, who for the glory of your name
and the salvation of souls
bestowed on the Priest saint lawrence of Brindisi
a spirit of counsel and fortitude,
grant, we pray, that in the same spirit,
we may know what must be done
and, through his intercession,
bring it to completion.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

July 22
Saint Mary Magdalene

memorial

entrance antiphon  Jn 20: 17
the Lord said to Mary Magdalene:
go to my brothers and tell them:
i am going to my father and your father,
to my god and your god.

Collect
o God, whose only Begotten son
entrusted mary magdalene before all others
with announcing the great joy of the Resurrection,
grant, we pray,
that through her intercession and example
we may proclaim the living Christ
and come to see him reigning in your glory.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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Prayer over the offerings
accept, o lord, the offerings
presented in commemoration of saint mary magdalene,
whose homage of charity
was graciously accepted by your only Begotten son.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

Communion antiphon  2 cor 5: 14, 15
the love of christ impels us,
so that those who live may live no longer for themselves,
but for him who died for them and was raised.

Prayer after Communion
may the holy reception of your mysteries, lord,
instill in us that persevering love
with which saint mary magdalene
clung resolutely to Christ her master.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

July 23
Saint bridget, religious

from the common of holy Men and Women: for holy Women (p. 1113) or for religious 
(p. 1107).

Collect
o God, who guided saint Bridget of sweden
along different paths of life
and wondrously taught her the wisdom of the Cross
as she contemplated the Passion of your son,
grant us, we pray,
that, walking worthily in our vocation,
we may seek you in all things.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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July 24
Saint Sharbel Makhluf, Priest

from the common of pastors: for one pastor (p. 1078), or from the common of holy Men 
and Women: for a Monk (p. 1105).

Collect
o God, who called the Priest saint sharbel makhluf
to the solitary combat of the desert
and imbued him with all manner of devotion,
grant us, we pray,
that, being made imitators of the lord’s Passion,
we may merit to be co-heirs of his Kingdom.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

July 25
SAinT JAMES, APoSTLE

Feast

entrance antiphon  cf. Mt 4: 18, 21
as he walked by the Sea of galilee,
Jesus saw James the son of Zebedee and John his brother
mending their nets and he called them.

the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is said.

Collect
almighty ever-living God,
who consecrated the first fruits of your apostles
by the blood of saint James,
grant, we pray,
that your Church may be strengthened by his confession of faith
and constantly sustained by his protection.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

¯

¯
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Prayer over the offerings
Cleanse us, lord, by the saving baptism of your son’s Passion,
so that on the Feast of saint James,
whom you willed to be the first among the apostles
to drink of Christ’s chalice of suffering,
we may offer a sacrifice pleasing to you.
Through Christ our lord.

preface of the apostles, pp. 594-597.

Communion antiphon 
they drank the chalice of the Lord,
and became the friends of god.

Prayer after Communion
help us, o lord, we pray,
through the intercession of the blessed apostle James,
on whose feast day we have received with joy your holy gifts.
Through Christ our lord.

the Solemn blessing formula, p. 683, may be used.

July 26
Saints Joachim and Anne,

Parents of the blessed Virgin Mary
memorial

entrance antiphon  cf. Sir 44: 1, 25
Let us praise Joachim and anne, to whom, in their generation,
the Lord gave him who was a blessing for all the nations.

Collect
o lord, God of our Fathers,
who bestowed on saints Joachim and anne this grace,
that of them should be born the mother of your incarnate son,
grant, through the prayers of both,
that we may attain the salvation
you have promised to your people.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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Prayer over the offerings
Receive, we pray, o lord,
these offerings of our homage,
and grant that we may merit a share in the same blessing
which you promised to abraham and his descendants.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon  cf. ps 24 (23): 5
they received blessings from the Lord
and mercy from god their Savior.

Prayer after Communion
o God, who willed that your only Begotten son
should be born from among humanity
so that by a wonderful mystery
humanity might be born again from you,
we pray that, in your kindness,
you may sanctify by the spirit of adoption
those you have fed with the Bread you give your children.
Through Christ our lord.

July 29
Saint Martha

memorial

entrance antiphon  cf. Lk 10: 38
Jesus entered a village,
where a woman named Martha welcomed him into her home.

Collect
almighty ever-living God,
whose son was pleased to be welcomed
in saint martha’s house as a guest,
grant, we pray,
that through her intercession,
serving Christ faithfully in our brothers and sisters,
we may merit to be received by you
in the halls of heaven.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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Prayer over the offerings
as we proclaim your wonders in saint martha, o lord,
we humbly implore your majesty,
that, as her homage of love was pleasing to you,
so, too, our dutiful service may find favor in your sight.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon  Jn 11: 27
Martha said to Jesus:
you are the christ, the Son of god,
who is coming into this world.

Prayer after Communion
may the holy reception of the Body and Blood
of your only Begotten son, o lord,
turn us away from the cares of this fallen world,
so that, following the example of saint martha,
we may grow in sincere love for you on earth
and rejoice to behold you for eternity in heaven.
Through Christ our lord.

July 30
Saint Peter Chrysologus, bishop and Doctor of the Church

from the common of pastors: for a bishop (p. 1074), or from the common of Doctors of the 
church (p. 1088).

Collect
o God, who made the Bishop saint Peter Chrysologus
an outstanding preacher of your incarnate Word,
grant, through his intercession,
that we may constantly ponder in our hearts
the mysteries of your salvation
and faithfully express them in what we do.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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July 31
Saint ignatius of Loyola, Priest

memorial

entrance antiphon  cf. phil 2: 10-11
at the name of Jesus, every knee should bend
of those in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
and every tongue confess that Jesus christ is Lord,
to the glory of god the father.

Collect
o God, who raised up saint ignatius of loyola in your Church
to further the greater glory of your name,
grant that by his help we may imitate him
in fighting the good fight on earth
and merit to receive with him a crown in heaven.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
may these offerings we make to you
as we celebrate saint ignatius
be pleasing, lord God,
and grant that the sacred mysteries,
which you have made the fount of all holiness,
may sanctify us, too, in the truth.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon  cf. Lk 12: 49
thus says the Lord: i have come to cast fire on the earth,
and how i wish that it were kindled!

Prayer after Communion
may the sacrifice of praise
that we have offered with thanksgiving
in honor of saint ignatius, o lord,
bring us to exalt your majesty without end.
Through Christ our lord.
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AuguST

August 1
Saint Alphonsus Liguori, bishop and Doctor of the Church

memorial

from the common of pastors: for a bishop (p. 1074), or from the common of Doctors of the 
church (p. 1088).

Collect
o God, who constantly raise up in your Church new examples  

of virtue,
grant that we may follow so closely in the footsteps
of the Bishop saint alphonsus in his zeal for souls
as to attain the same rewards that are his in heaven.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Be pleased, o lord, to enkindle our hearts
with the celestial fire of your spirit,
just as you granted that saint alphonsus should celebrate  

these mysteries
and by them offer himself to you as a holy sacrifice.
Through Christ our lord.

Prayer after Communion
o God, who gave us saint alphonsus
to be a faithful steward and preacher of this great mystery,
grant that your faithful
may receive it often and, receiving it,
praise you without end.
Through Christ our lord.
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August 2
Saint Eusebius of Vercelli, bishop

from the common of pastors: for a bishop (p. 1074).

Collect
lead us, lord God, to imitate the constancy of saint eusebius
in affirming the divinity of your son,
so that, by preserving the faith he taught as your Bishop,
we may merit a share in the very life of your son.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Saint Peter Julian Eymard, Priest

from the common of holy Men and Women: for religious (p. 1107), or from the common 
of pastors: for one pastor (p. 1078).

Collect
o God, who adorned saint Peter Julian eymard
with a wonderful love for the sacred mysteries
of the Body and Blood of your son,
graciously grant
that we, too, may be worthy to receive
the delights he drew from this divine banquet.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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August 4
Saint John Vianney, Priest

memorial

from the common of pastors: for one pastor (p. 1078).

Collect
almighty and merciful God,
who made the Priest saint John Vianney
wonderful in his pastoral zeal,
grant, we pray,
that through his intercession and example
we may in charity win brothers and sisters for Christ
and attain with them eternal glory.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

August 5
The Dedication of the basilica of Saint Mary Major

from the common of the blessed virgin Mary (p. 1039).

Collect
Pardon the faults of your servants, we pray, o lord,
that we, who cannot please you by our own deeds,
may be saved through the intercession
of the mother of your son and our lord.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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August 6
ThE TrAnSfigurATion of ThE LorD

Feast

entrance antiphon  cf. Mt 17: 5
in a resplendent cloud the holy Spirit appeared.
the father’s voice was heard: this is my beloved Son,
with whom i am well pleased. Listen to him.

the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is said.

Collect
o God, who in the glorious Transfiguration
of your only Begotten son
confirmed the mysteries of faith by the witness of the Fathers
and wonderfully prefigured our full adoption to sonship,
grant, we pray, to your servants,
that, listening to the voice of your beloved son,
we may merit to become co-heirs with him.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

When this feast falls on a Sunday, the creed is said.

Prayer over the offerings
sanctify, o lord, we pray,
these offerings here made to celebrate
the glorious Transfiguration of your only Begotten son,
and by his radiant splendor
cleanse us from the stains of sin.
Through Christ our lord.
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Preface: The mystery of the Transfiguration.
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holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .

text without music:

v. The lord be with you.
r. and with your spirit.

v. lift up your hearts.
r. We lift them up to the Lord.

v. let us give thanks to the lord our God.
r. it is right and just.

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God,
through Christ our lord.

For he revealed his glory in the presence of chosen witnesses
and filled with the greatest splendor that bodily form
which he shares with all humanity,
that the scandal of the Cross
might be removed from the hearts of his disciples
and that he might show
how in the Body of the whole Church is to be fulfilled
what so wonderfully shone forth first in its head.

and so, with the Powers of heaven,
we worship you constantly on earth,
and before your majesty
without end we acclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . . 
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Communion antiphon  cf. 1 Jn 3: 2
When christ appears, we shall be like him, 
for we shall see him as he is.

Prayer after Communion
may the heavenly nourishment we have received,
o lord, we pray,
transform us into the likeness of your son,
whose radiant splendor you willed to make manifest
in his glorious Transfiguration.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

August 7
Saint Sixtus ii, Pope, and Companions, Martyrs

from the common of Martyrs: for Several Martyrs (p. 1052).

Collect
By the power of the holy spirit, 
we pray, almighty God,
make us docile in believing the faith
and courageous in confessing it,
just as you granted saint sixtus and his companions
that they might lay down their lives
for the sake of your word and in witness to Jesus.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Saint Cajetan, Priest

from the common of pastors: for one pastor (p. 1078), or from the common of holy Men 
and Women: for religious (p. 1107).

Collect
o God, who endowed the Priest saint Cajetan
with the grace of imitating
the apostolic way of life,
grant us, through his example and intercession,
to trust in you at all times
and to seek unceasingly your Kingdom.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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August 8
Saint Dominic, Priest

memorial
entrance antiphon  cf. Sir 15: 5

in the midst of the church he opened his mouth,
and the Lord filled him with the spirit of wisdom and understanding
and clothed him in a robe of glory.

Collect
may saint Dominic come to the help of your Church
by his merits and teaching, o lord,
and may he, who was an outstanding preacher of your truth,
be a devoted intercessor on our behalf.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
attend mercifully to the prayers we offer you, o lord,
by the intercession of saint Dominic,
and through the great power of this sacrifice
strengthen by the protection of your grace
those who champion the faith.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon  Lk 12: 42
this is the steward, faithful and prudent,
whom the Lord set over his household
to give them their allowance of food at the proper time.

Prayer after Communion
may your Church, o lord,
receive with wholehearted reverence
the power of this heavenly sacrament,
by which we have been nourished
on the commemoration of saint Dominic,
and may your Church,
having flourished by means of his preaching,
be helped through his intercession.
Through Christ our lord.
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August 9
Saint Teresa benedicta of the Cross, Virgin and Martyr

from the common of Martyrs: for a virgin Martyr (p. 1068), or from the common of virgins: 
for one virgin (p. 1092).

Collect
God of our Fathers,
who brought the martyr saint Teresa Benedicta of the Cross
to know your crucified son
and to imitate him even until death,
grant, through her intercession,
that the whole human race may acknowledge Christ as its savior
and through him come to behold you for eternity.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

August 10
SAinT LAWrEnCE, DEACon AnD MArTyr

Feast

entrance antiphon  
this is the blessed Lawrence,
who gave himself up for the treasure of the church:
for this he earned the suffering of martyrdom
to ascend with joy to the Lord Jesus christ.

the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is said.

Collect
o God, giver of that ardor of love for you
by which saint lawrence was outstandingly faithful in service
and glorious in martyrdom,
grant that we may love what he loved
and put into practice what he taught.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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Prayer over the offerings
Receive with favor, o lord,
the offerings we joyfully make on the feast day of saint lawrence
and grant that they become a help to our salvation.
Through Christ our lord.

preface of holy Martyrs, pp. 602-605.

Communion antiphon  cf. Jn 12: 26
Whoever serves me must follow me
and where i am there also will my servant be, says the Lord.

Prayer after Communion
nourished by these sacred gifts,
we humbly implore you, lord,
that the homage of dutiful service,
which we render on the feast of saint lawrence,
may bring us an increase of your saving grace.
Through Christ our lord.

August 11
Saint Clare, Virgin

memorial

from the common of virgins: for one virgin (p. 1092), or from the common of holy Men 
and Women: for a Nun (p. 1106).

Collect
o God, who in your mercy led saint Clare to a love of poverty,
grant, through her intercession,
that, following Christ in poverty of spirit,
we may merit to contemplate you
one day in the heavenly Kingdom.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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August 12
Saint Jane frances de Chantal, religious

from the common of holy Men and Women: for religious (p. 1107).

Collect
o God, who made saint Jane Frances de Chantal
radiant with outstanding merits in different walks of life,
grant us, through her intercession,
that, walking faithfully in our vocation,
we may constantly be examples of shining light.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

August 13
Saints Pontian, Pope, and hippolytus, Priest, Martyrs

from the common of Martyrs: for Several Martyrs (p. 1052), or from the common of 
pastors: for Several pastors (p. 1077).

Collect
may the precious long-suffering of the just,
o lord, we pray,
bring us a great increase of love for you
and always prompt in our hearts
constancy in the holy faith.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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August 14
Saint Maximilian kolbe, Priest and Martyr

memorial

entrance antiphon  Mt 25: 34, 40
come, you blessed of my father, says the Lord.
amen i say to you:
Whatever you did for one of the least of my brethren, 
you did it for me.

Collect
o God, who filled the Priest and martyr saint maximilian Kolbe
with a burning love for the immaculate Virgin mary
and with zeal for souls and love of neighbor,
graciously grant, through his intercession,
that, striving for your glory by eagerly serving others,
we may be conformed, even until death, to your son.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
We present our oblations to you, o lord,
humbly praying that we may learn
from the example of saint maximilian
to offer our very lives to you.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon cf. Jn 15: 13
greater love has no one
than to lay down his life for his friends, says the Lord.

Prayer after Communion
We pray, o lord,
that, renewed by the Body and Blood of your son,
we may be inflamed with the same fire of charity
that saint maximilian received from this holy banquet.
Through Christ our lord.
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August 15
ThE ASSuMPTion

of ThE bLESSED Virgin MAry
Solemnity

at the Vigil mass

this Mass is used on the evening of august 14, either before or after first vespers (evening 
prayer i) of the Solemnity.

entrance antiphon
glorious things are spoken of you, o Mary,
who today were exalted above the choirs of angels
into eternal triumph with christ.

the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is said.

Collect
o God, who, looking on the lowliness of the Blessed Virgin mary,
raised her to this grace,
that your only Begotten son was born of her according to the flesh
and that she was crowned this day with surpassing glory,
grant through her prayers,
that, saved by the mystery of your redemption,
we may merit to be exalted by you on high.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

the creed is said.

Prayer over the offerings
Receive, we pray, o lord,
the sacrifice of conciliation and praise,
which we celebrate on the assumption of the holy mother of God,
that it may lead us to your pardon
and confirm us in perpetual thanksgiving.
Through Christ our lord.

proper preface, as in the following Mass, pp. 929-930.

Communion antiphon  cf. Lk 11: 27
blessed is the womb of the virgin Mary,
which bore the Son of the eternal father.
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Prayer after Communion
having partaken of this heavenly table,
we beseech your mercy, lord our God,
that we, who honor the assumption of the mother of God,
may be freed from every threat of harm.
Through Christ our lord.

the Solemn blessing formula, p. 682, may be used.

At the Mass during the Day

entrance antiphon cf. rev 12: 1
a great sign appeared in heaven:
a woman clothed with the sun, and the moon beneath her feet,
and on her head a crown of twelve stars.
or:

Let us all rejoice in the Lord,
as we celebrate the feast day in honor of the virgin Mary,
at whose assumption the angels rejoice
and praise the Son of god.

the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is said.

Collect
almighty ever-living God,
who assumed the immaculate Virgin mary, the mother of your son,
body and soul into heavenly glory,
grant, we pray,
that, always attentive to the things that are above,
we may merit to be sharers of her glory.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

the creed is said.

Prayer over the offerings
may this oblation, our tribute of homage,
rise up to you, o lord,
and, through the intercession of the most Blessed Virgin mary,
whom you assumed into heaven,
may our hearts, aflame with the fire of love,
constantly long for you.
Through Christ our lord.
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Preface: The Glory of mary assumed into heaven.
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holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .

text without music:

v. The lord be with you.
r. and with your spirit.

v. lift up your hearts.
r. We lift them up to the Lord.

v. let us give thanks to the lord our God.
r. it is right and just.

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God,
through Christ our lord.

For today the Virgin mother of God
was assumed into heaven
as the beginning and image
of your Church’s coming to perfection
and a sign of sure hope and comfort to your pilgrim people;
rightly you would not allow her
to see the corruption of the tomb
since from her own body she marvelously brought forth
your incarnate son, the author of all life.

and so, in company with the choirs of angels,
we praise you, and with joy we proclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .

Communion antiphon Lk 1: 48-49
all generations will call me blessed,
for he who is mighty has done great things for me.

Prayer after Communion
having received the sacrament of salvation,
we ask you to grant, o lord,
that, through the intercession of the Blessed Virgin mary,
whom you assumed into heaven,
we may be brought to the glory of the resurrection.
Through Christ our lord.

the Solemn blessing formula, p. 682, may be used.
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August 16
Saint Stephen of hungary

from the common of holy Men and Women: for one Saint (p. 1101).

Collect
Grant your Church, we pray, almighty God,
that she may have saint stephen of hungary,
who fostered her growth while a king on earth,
as her glorious defender in heaven.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

August 19
Saint John Eudes, Priest

from the common of pastors: for one pastor (p. 1078), or from the common of holy Men 
and Women: for religious (p. 1107).

Collect
o God, who wonderfully chose the Priest saint John eudes
to proclaim the unfathomable riches of Christ,
grant us, by his example and teachings,
that, growing in knowledge of you,
we may live faithfully by the light of the Gospel.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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August 20
Saint bernard, Abbot and Doctor of the Church

memorial

entrance antiphon
filled by the Lord with a spirit of understanding,
blessed bernard ministered streams of clear teaching 
to the people of god.

Collect
o God, who made of the abbot saint Bernard
a man consumed with zeal for your house
and a light shining and burning in your Church,
grant, through his intercession,
that we may be on fire with the same spirit
and walk always as children of light.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
We offer to your majesty, o lord,
the sacrament of unity and peace,
as we celebrate the memorial of the abbot saint Bernard,
a man outstanding in word and deed,
who strove to bring order and concord to your Church.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon  Jn 15: 9
as the father loves me, so i also love you;
remain in my love, says the Lord.

Prayer after Communion
may the food we have received, o lord,
as we honor saint Bernard,
work its effect in us,
so that, strengthened by his example
and instructed by his teaching,
we may be caught up in love of your incarnate Word.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.
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August 21
Saint Pius X, Pope

memorial

from the common of pastors: for a pope (p. 1071).

Collect
o God, who to safeguard the Catholic faith
and to restore all things in Christ,
filled Pope saint Pius the Tenth
with heavenly wisdom and apostolic fortitude,
graciously grant
that, following his teaching and example,
we may gain an eternal prize.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Receive with kindness our oblations
and grant, o lord, we pray,
that, following the teachings of Pope saint Pius,
we may celebrate these divine mysteries with sincere reverence
and receive them in a spirit of faith.
Through Christ our lord.

Prayer after Communion
Celebrating the memorial of Pope saint Pius,
we pray, o lord our God,
that by the power of this heavenly table
we may be made constant in the faith
and be of one accord in your love.
Through Christ our lord.

AUGUST		 933



August 22
The Queenship of the blessed Virgin Mary

memorial

entrance antiphon  cf. ps 45 (44): 10
at your right stands the queen in robes of gold,
finely arrayed.

Collect
o God, who made the mother of your son
to be our mother and our Queen,
graciously grant that, sustained by her intercession,
we may attain in the heavenly Kingdom
the glory promised to your children.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
as we observe this memorial of the Blessed Virgin mary,
we bring you our offerings, o lord,
praying to be given strength by the humanity of Christ,
who offered himself to you on the Cross
as the unblemished oblation.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

preface i of the blessed virgin Mary (on the feast day), p. 590, or ii, p. 592.

Communion antiphon  cf. Lk 1: 45
blessed are you who have believed
that what was spoken to you by the Lord will be fulfilled.

Prayer after Communion
having received this heavenly sacrament,
we humbly pray, o lord,
that we, who reverently celebrate the memorial of the Blessed 

Virgin mary,
may merit to be partakers at your eternal banquet.
Through Christ our lord.
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August 23
Saint rose of Lima, Virgin

from the common of virgins: for one virgin (p. 1092).

Collect
o God, you set saint Rose of lima on fire with your love,
so that, secluded from the world
in the austerity of a life of penance,
she might give herself to you alone;
grant, we pray, that through her intercession,
we may tread the paths of life on earth
and drink at the stream of your delights in heaven.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

August 24
SAinT bArThoLoMEW, APoSTLE

Feast

entrance antiphon  cf. ps 96 (95): 2-3
proclaim the salvation of god day by day;
tell among the nations his glory.

the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is said.

Collect
strengthen in us, o lord, the faith,
by which the blessed apostle Bartholomew
clung wholeheartedly to your son,
and grant that through the help of his prayers
your Church may become for all the nations
the sacrament of salvation.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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Prayer over the offerings
as we celebrate anew
the feast day of saint Bartholomew, o lord,
we pray that we may obtain your help
through the intercession of the apostle,
in whose honor we bring you this sacrifice of praise.
Through Christ our lord.

preface of the apostles, pp. 594-597.

Communion antiphon  Lk 22: 29-30
i confer a kingdom on you,
just as my father has conferred one on me,
that you may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom, says the Lord.

Prayer after Communion
as we celebrate the feast day
of the blessed apostle Bartholomew,
we have received the pledge of eternal salvation, o lord,
and we pray that it may be of help to us,
both now and for the life to come.
Through Christ our lord.

the Solemn blessing formula, p. 683, may be used.

August 25
Saint Louis

from the common of holy Men and Women: for one Saint (p. 1101).

Collect
o God, who brought saint louis
from the cares of earthly rule
to the glory of a heavenly realm,
grant, we pray, through his intercession,
that, by fulfilling our duties on earth,
we may seek out your eternal Kingdom.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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Saint Joseph Calasanz, Priest

from the common of holy Men and Women: for educators (p. 1111), or from the common 
of pastors: for one pastor (p. 1078).

Collect
o God, who adorned the Priest saint Joseph Calasanz
with such charity and patience
that he labored tirelessly 
to educate children and endow them with every virtue,
grant, we pray, that we, who venerate him as a teacher of wisdom,
may constantly imitate him,
for he was a co-worker of your truth.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

August 27
Saint Monica

memorial

from the common of holy Men and Women: for holy Women (p. 1113).

Collect
o God, who console the sorrowful
and who mercifully accepted
the motherly tears of saint monica
for the conversion of her son augustine,
grant us, through the intercession of them both,
that we may bitterly regret our sins
and find the grace of your pardon.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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August 28
Saint Augustine, bishop and Doctor of the Church

memorial

entrance antiphon  cf. Sir 15: 5
in the midst of the church he opened his mouth,
and the Lord filled him
with the spirit of wisdom and understanding
and clothed him in a robe of glory.

Collect
Renew in your Church, we pray, o lord,
the spirit with which you endowed
your Bishop saint augustine
that, filled with the same spirit,
we may thirst for you,
the sole fount of true wisdom,
and seek you, the author of heavenly love.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Celebrating the memorial of our salvation,
we humbly beseech your mercy, o lord,
that this sacrament of your loving kindness
may be for us the sign of unity
and the bond of charity.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon  Mt 23: 10, 8
thus says the Lord: you have but one teacher, the christ,
and you are all brothers.

Prayer after Communion
may partaking of Christ’s table
sanctify us, we pray, o lord,
that, being made members of his Body,
we may become what we have received.
Through Christ our lord.
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August 29
The Passion of Saint John the baptist

memorial

entrance antiphon cf. ps 119 (118): 46-47
i spoke, o Lord, of your decrees before kings,
and was not confounded;
i pondered your commands and loved them greatly.

Collect
o God, who willed that saint John the Baptist
should go ahead of your son
both in his birth and in his death,
grant that, as he died a martyr for truth and justice,
we, too, may fight hard 
for the confession of what you teach.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Through these offerings which we bring you, o lord,
grant that we may make straight your paths,
as taught by that voice crying in the desert,
saint John the Baptist,
who powerfully sealed his teaching
by the shedding of his blood.
Through Christ our lord.

Preface: The mission of the Precursor.
v. The lord be with you.
r. and with your spirit.

v. lift up your hearts.
r. We lift them up to the Lord.

v. let us give thanks to the lord our God.
r. it is right and just.
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It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God,
through Christ our lord.

in his Precursor, saint John the Baptist,
we praise your great glory,
for you consecrated him for a singular honor
among those born of women.

his birth brought great rejoicing;
even in the womb he leapt for joy
at the coming of human salvation.
he alone of all the prophets
pointed out the lamb of redemption.

and to make holy the flowing waters,
he baptized the very author of Baptism
and was privileged to bear him supreme witness
by the shedding of his blood.

and so, with the Powers of heaven,
we worship you constantly on earth,
and before your majesty
without end we acclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .

text with music, pp. 880-881.

Communion antiphon  Jn 3: 27, 30
John answered and said:
he must increase; but i must decrease.

Prayer after Communion
Grant, o lord,
as we celebrate the heavenly birth of saint John the Baptist,
that we may revere, for what it signifies,
the saving sacrament we have received
and, even more, may rejoice
at its clear effects in us.
Through Christ our lord.
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SEPTEMbEr

September 3
Saint gregory the great, Pope and Doctor of the Church

memorial

entrance antiphon  
blessed gregory, raised upon the throne of peter,
sought always the beauty of the Lord
and lived in celebration of that love.

Collect
o God, who care for your people with gentleness
and rule them in love,
through the intercession of Pope saint Gregory,
endow, we pray, with a spirit of wisdom
those to whom you have given authority to govern,
that the flourishing of a holy flock
may become the eternal joy of the shepherds.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Grant our supplication, we pray, o lord,
that this sacrifice we present in celebration of saint Gregory
may be for our good,
since through its offering
you have loosed the offenses of all the world.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon  Lk 12: 42
this is the steward, faithful and prudent,
whom the Lord set over his household
to give them their allowance of food at the proper time.
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Prayer after Communion
Through Christ the teacher, o lord,
instruct those you feed with Christ, the living Bread,
that on the feast day of saint Gregory
they may learn your truth
and express it in works of charity.
Through Christ our lord.

September 8
ThE nATiViTy of ThE bLESSED Virgin MAry

Feast

entrance antiphon
Let us celebrate with joy the Nativity of the blessed virgin Mary,
for from her arose the sun of justice, christ our god.

the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is said.

Collect
impart to your servants, we pray, o lord,
the gift of heavenly grace,
that the feast of the nativity of the Blessed Virgin
may bring deeper peace
to those for whom the birth of her son
was the dawning of salvation.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
may the humanity of your only Begotten son
come, o lord, to our aid,
and may he, who at his birth from the Blessed Virgin
did not diminish but consecrated her integrity,
by taking from us now our wicked deeds,
make our oblation acceptable to you.
Through Christ our lord.
or:
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as we celebrate with joy
the nativity of the Blessed Virgin mary,
we bring you our offerings, o lord,
and we humbly pray to be given strength
by the humanity of your son,
who from her was pleased to take flesh.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

preface i of the blessed virgin Mary (and on the Nativity), p. 590, or ii, p. 592.

Communion antiphon  is 7: 14; Mt 1: 21
behold, the virgin will bear a son,
who will save his people from their sins.

Prayer after Communion
may your Church exult, o lord,
for you have renewed her with these sacred mysteries,
as she rejoices in the nativity of the Blessed Virgin mary,
which was the hope and the daybreak of salvation
for all the world.
Through Christ our lord.

the Solemn blessing formula, p. 682, may be used.

[In the Dioceses of the United States]

September 9
Saint Peter Claver, Priest

memorial

from the common of pastors: for one pastor (p. 1078), or from the common of holy Men 
and Women: for those Who practiced Works of Mercy (p. 1110).

Collect
o God, who made saint Peter Claver a slave of slaves
and strengthened him with wonderful charity and patience
as he came to their help,
grant, through his intercession,
that, seeking the things of Jesus Christ,
we may love our neighbor in deeds and in truth.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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September 12
The Most holy name of Mary

entrance antiphon  cf. Jdt 13: 18-19
blessed are you, o virgin Mary, by the Lord god Most high,
above all women on the earth;
for he has so exalted your name
that your praise shall be undying on our lips.

Collect
Grant, we pray, almighty God,
that, for all who celebrate the glorious name
of the Blessed Virgin mary,
she may obtain your merciful favor.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
may the intercession of Blessed mary ever-Virgin
commend our offerings,
we pray, o lord,
and may it make us acceptable to your majesty
as we revere and venerate her name.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon  cf. Lk 1: 48
all generations will call me blessed,
for god has looked on his lowly handmaid.

Prayer after Communion
may we obtain the grace of your blessing, o lord,
through the intercession of mary, the mother of God,
that from her, whose holy name we venerate,
we may obtain help in our every need.
Through Christ our lord.
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September 13
Saint John Chrysostom, bishop and Doctor of the Church

memorial

entrance antiphon  cf. Dn 12: 3
those who are wise will shine brightly
like the splendor of the firmament
and those who lead the many to justice shall be like the stars for ever.

Collect
o God, strength of those who hope in you,
who willed that the Bishop saint John Chrysostom
should be illustrious by his wonderful eloquence
and his experience of suffering,
grant us, we pray,
that, instructed by his teachings,
we may be strengthened through the example
of his invincible patience.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
may the sacrifice which we gladly present
in commemoration of saint John Chrysostom
be pleasing to you, o God,
for, taught by him,
we, too, give ourselves entirely to you in praise.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon  cf. 1 cor 1: 23-24
We proclaim christ crucified;
christ, the power of god and the wisdom of god.

Prayer after Communion
Grant, o merciful God,
that these mysteries we have received
as we commemorate saint John Chrysostom,
may confirm us in your love
and enable us to be faithful in confessing your truth.
Through Christ our lord.
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September 14
ThE EXALTATion of ThE hoLy CroSS

Feast

entrance antiphon  cf. gal 6: 14
We should glory in the cross of our Lord Jesus christ,
in whom is our salvation, life and resurrection,
through whom we are saved and delivered.

the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is said.

Collect
o God, who willed that your only Begotten son
should undergo the Cross to save the human race,
grant, we pray,
that we, who have known his mystery on earth,
may merit the grace of his redemption in heaven.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

When this feast falls on a Sunday, the creed is said.

Prayer over the offerings
may this oblation, o lord,
which on the altar of the Cross
canceled the offense of the whole world,
cleanse us, we pray, of all our sins.
Through Christ our lord.

Preface: The victory of the glorious Cross.
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holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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text without music:

v. The lord be with you.
r. and with your spirit.

v. lift up your hearts.
r. We lift them up to the Lord.

v. let us give thanks to the lord our God.
r. it is right and just.

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God.

For you placed the salvation of the human race
on the wood of the Cross,
so that, where death arose,
life might again spring forth
and the evil one, who conquered on a tree,
might likewise on a tree be conquered,
through Christ our lord.

Through him the angels praise your majesty,
Dominions adore and Powers tremble before you.
heaven and the Virtues of heaven and the blessed seraphim
worship together with exultation.
may our voices, we pray, join with theirs
in humble praise, as we acclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .

preface i of the passion of the Lord, p. 554, may also be used.

Communion antiphon  Jn 12: 32
When i am lifted up from the earth,
i will draw everyone to myself, says the Lord.

Prayer after Communion
having been nourished by your holy banquet,
we beseech you, lord Jesus Christ,
to bring those you have redeemed
by the wood of your life-giving Cross
to the glory of the resurrection.
Who live and reign for ever and ever.
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September 15
our Lady of Sorrows

memorial
entrance antiphon  cf. Lk 2: 34-35

Simeon said to Mary: behold, this child is destined
for the ruin and rising of many in israel,
and to be a sign of contradiction;
and your own soul a sword will pierce.

Collect
o God, who willed
that, when your son was lifted high on the Cross,
his mother should stand close by and share his suffering,
grant that your Church,
participating with the Virgin mary in the Passion of Christ,
may merit a share in his Resurrection.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Receive, o merciful God, to the praise of your name
the prayers and sacrificial offerings
which we bring to you
as we venerate the Blessed Virgin mary,
whom you graciously gave to us
as a most devoted mother
when she stood by the Cross of Jesus.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

preface i of the blessed virgin Mary (on the feast day), p. 590, or ii, p. 592.

Communion antiphon  cf. 1 pt 4: 13
rejoice when you share in the sufferings of christ,
that you may also rejoice exultantly when his glory is revealed.

Prayer after Communion
having received the sacrament of eternal redemption,
we humbly ask, o lord,
that, honoring how the Blessed Virgin mary
suffered with her son,
we may complete in ourselves for the Church’s sake
what is lacking in the sufferings of Christ.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.
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September 16
Saints Cornelius, Pope, and Cyprian, bishop, Martyrs

memorial

from the common of Martyrs: for Several Martyrs (p. 1052), or from the common of 
pastors: for a bishop (p. 1074).

Collect
o God, who gave saints Cornelius and Cyprian to your people
as diligent shepherds and valiant martyrs,
grant that through their intercession
we may be strengthened in faith and constancy
and spend ourselves without reserve
for the unity of the Church.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Receive, we pray, o lord, the offerings of your people
in honor of the passion of your holy martyrs
saints Cornelius and Cyprian,
and may the gifts that gave them courage under persecution
make us, too, steadfast in all trials.
Through Christ our lord.

Prayer after Communion
Through these mysteries which we have received,
we humbly beseech you, o lord,
that by the example of the martyrs 
saints Cornelius and Cyprian
we may be strengthened with the fortitude of your spirit
to bear witness to the truth of the Gospel.
Through Christ our lord.
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September 17
Saint robert bellarmine, bishop and Doctor of the Church

from the common of pastors: for a bishop (p. 1074), or from the common of Doctors of the 
church (p. 1088).

Collect
o God, who adorned the Bishop saint Robert Bellarmine
with wonderful learning and virtue
to vindicate the faith of your Church,
grant, through his intercession,
that in the integrity of that same faith
your people may always find joy.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

September 19
Saint Januarius, bishop and Martyr

from the common of Martyrs: for one Martyr (p. 1059), or from the common of pastors: 
for a bishop (p. 1074).

Collect
o God, who grant us to venerate
the memory of the martyr saint Januarius,
give us, we pray, the joy of his company
in blessed happiness for all eternity.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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September 20
Saint Andrew kim Tae-gon, Priest,

and Paul Chong ha-sang, and Companions, Martyrs
memorial

entrance antiphon
the blood of the holy Martyrs
was poured out for christ upon the earth;
therefore they have gained everlasting rewards.

Collect
o God, who have been pleased to increase
your adopted children in all the world,
and who made the blood of the martyrs
saint andrew Kim Tae-gon and his companions
a most fruitful seed of Christians,
grant that we may be defended by their help
and profit always from their example.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
look with favor, almighty God,
on the offerings of your people
and, through the intercession of the blessed martyrs,
grant that we ourselves may become
a sacrifice acceptable to you
for the salvation of all the world.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon  Mt 10: 32
everyone who acknowledges me before others
i will acknowledge before my heavenly father, says the Lord.

Prayer after Communion
nourished with the food of the valiant
as we celebrate the blessed martyrs,
we humbly ask you, o lord,
that, clinging faithfully to Christ,
we may labor in the Church for the salvation of all.
Through Christ our lord.

˘
˘

˘
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September 21
SAinT MATThEW,

APoSTLE AnD EVAngELiST
Feast

entrance antiphon  cf. Mt 28: 19-20
go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them
and teaching them to observe all that i have commanded you,
says the Lord.

the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is said.

Collect
o God, who with untold mercy
were pleased to choose as an apostle
saint matthew, the tax collector,
grant that, sustained by his example and intercession,
we may merit to hold firm in following you.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
as we celebrate anew the memory of saint matthew,
we bring you sacrifices and prayers, o lord,
humbly imploring you to look kindly on your Church,
whose faith you have nourished by the preaching of the apostles.
Through Christ our lord.

preface of the apostles, pp. 594-597.

Communion antiphon  Mt 9: 13
i did not come to call the just, but sinners, says the Lord.

Prayer after Communion
sharing in that saving joy, o lord,
with which saint matthew welcomed
the savior as a guest in his home, we pray:
grant that we may always be renewed
by the food we receive from Christ,
who came to call not the just, but sinners to salvation.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

the Solemn blessing formula, p. 683, may be used.
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September 23
Saint Pius of Pietrelcina, Priest

memorial

from the common of pastors: for one pastor (p. 1078), or from the common of holy Men 
and Women: for religious (p. 1107).

Collect
almighty ever-living God, who, by a singular grace,
gave the Priest saint Pius a share in the Cross of your son
and, by means of his ministry,
renewed the wonders of your mercy,
grant that through his intercession
we may be united constantly to the sufferings of Christ,
and so brought happily to the glory of the resurrection.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

September 26
Saints Cosmas and Damian, Martyrs

from the common of Martyrs: for Several Martyrs (p. 1052).

Collect
may you be magnified, o lord,
by the revered memory of your saints Cosmas and Damian,
for with providence beyond words
you have conferred on them everlasting glory,
and on us, your unfailing help.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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Prayer over the offerings
in honor of the precious death of your just ones, o lord,
we come to offer that sacrifice
from which all martyrdom draws its origin.
Through Christ our lord.

Prayer after Communion
Preserve in us your gift, o lord,
and may what we have received at your hands
as we commemorate the martyrs saints Cosmas and Damian,
bring us healing, salvation and peace.
Through Christ our lord.
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September 27
Saint Vincent de Paul, Priest

memorial

entrance antiphon  cf. Lk 4: 18
the Spirit of the Lord is upon me, for he has anointed me
and sent me to preach the good news to the poor,
to heal the broken-hearted.

Collect
o God, who for the relief of the poor
and the formation of the clergy
endowed the Priest saint Vincent de Paul
with apostolic virtues,
grant, we pray, that, afire with that same spirit,
we may love what he loved
and put into practice what he taught.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
o God, who enabled saint Vincent
to imitate what he celebrated in the divine mysteries,
grant that by the power of this sacrifice
we, too, may be transformed into an oblation acceptable to you.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon  cf. ps 107 (106): 8-9
Let them thank the Lord for his mercy,
his wonders for the children of men,
for he satisfies the thirsty soul,
and the hungry he fills with good things.

Prayer after Communion
Renewed by this heavenly sacrament, o lord,
we implore
that, just as we are prompted by saint Vincent’s example
to imitate your son in his preaching of the Gospel to the poor,
so, too, we may be sustained by his prayers.
Through Christ our lord.
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September 28
Saint Wenceslaus, Martyr

from the common of Martyrs: for one Martyr (p. 1059).

Collect
o God, who taught the martyr saint Wenceslaus
to place the heavenly Kingdom before an earthly one,
grant through his prayers that, denying ourselves,
we may hold fast to you with all our heart.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Saint Lawrence ruiz and Companions, Martyrs

from the common of Martyrs: for Several Martyrs (p. 1052).

Collect
Grant us, we pray, lord God,
the same perseverance shown by your martyrs
saint lawrence Ruiz and his companions
in serving you and their neighbor,
since those persecuted for the sake of righteousness
are blessed in your Kingdom.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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September 29
SAinTS MiChAEL, gAbriEL AnD rAPhAEL,

ArChAngELS
Feast

entrance antiphon  cf. ps 103 (102): 20
bless the Lord, all you his angels, mighty in power,
fulfilling his word, and heeding his voice.

the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is said.

Collect
o God, who dispose in marvelous order
ministries both angelic and human,
graciously grant
that our life on earth may be defended
by those who watch over us
as they minister perpetually to you in heaven.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
We offer you a sacrifice of praise, o lord,
humbly entreating,
that, as these gifts are borne by the ministry of angels
into the presence of your majesty,
so you may receive them favorably
and make them profitable for our salvation.
Through Christ our lord.
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Preface: God glorified through the angels.
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holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .

text without music:

v. The lord be with you.
r. and with your spirit.

v. lift up your hearts.
r. We lift them up to the Lord.

v. let us give thanks to the lord our God.
r. it is right and just.

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God,
and to praise you without end
in your archangels and angels.

For the honor we pay the angelic creatures
in whom you delight
redounds to your own surpassing glory,
and by their great dignity and splendor
you show how infinitely great you are,
to be exalted above all things,
through Christ our lord.

Through him the multitude of angels extols your majesty,
and we are united with them in exultant adoration,
as with one voice of praise we acclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .

Communion antiphon  ps 138 (137): 1
i will thank you, Lord, with all my heart;
in the presence of the angels i will praise you.

Prayer after Communion
having been nourished with heavenly Bread,
we beseech you humbly, o lord,
that, drawing from it new strength,
under the faithful protection of your angels,
we may advance boldly along the way of salvation.
Through Christ our lord.
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September 30
Saint Jerome, Priest and Doctor of the Church

memorial

entrance antiphon  cf. ps 1: 2-3
blessed indeed is he
who ponders the law of the Lord day and night:
he will yield his fruit in due season.

Collect
o God, who gave the Priest saint Jerome
a living and tender love for sacred scripture,
grant that your people
may be ever more fruitfully nourished by your Word
and find in it the fount of life.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Grant us, o lord,
that, having meditated on your Word,
following the example of saint Jerome,
we may more eagerly draw near
to offer your majesty the sacrifice of salvation.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon  cf. Jer 15: 16
Lord god, your words were found and i consumed them;
your word became the joy and the happiness of my heart.

Prayer after Communion
may these holy gifts we have received, o lord,
as we rejoice in celebrating saint Jerome,
stir up the hearts of your faithful
so that, attentive to sacred teachings,
they may understand the path they are to follow
and, by following it, obtain life everlasting.
Through Christ our lord.
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October 1
Saint Thérèse of the Child Jesus, Virgin

and Doctor of the Church
memorial

entrance antiphon  cf. Dt 32: 10-12
the Lord led her and taught her,
and kept her as the apple of his eye.
Like an eagle spreading its wings
he took her up and bore her on his shoulders.
the Lord alone was her guide.

Collect
o God, who open your Kingdom
to those who are humble and to little ones,
lead us to follow trustingly in the little way of saint Thérèse,
so that through her intercession
we may see your eternal glory revealed.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
as we proclaim your wonders in saint Thérèse, o lord,
we humbly implore your majesty,
that, as her merits were pleasing to you,
so, too, our dutiful service may find favor in your sight.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon  Mt 18: 3
thus says the Lord:
unless you turn and become like children,
you will not enter the Kingdom of heaven.

Prayer after Communion
may the sacrament we have received, o lord,
kindle in us the force of that love
with which saint Thérèse dedicated herself to you
and longed to obtain your mercy for all.
Through Christ our lord.
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October 2
The holy guardian Angels

memorial

entrance antiphon  cf. Dn 3: 58
angels of the Lord, bless the Lord,
praise and exalt him above all for ever.

Collect
o God, who in your unfathomable providence
are pleased to send your holy angels to guard us,
hear our supplication as we cry to you,
that we may always be defended by their protection
and rejoice eternally in their company.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Receive, o lord, the offerings we bring before you
as we venerate your holy angels,
and graciously grant
that under their constant protection
we may be delivered from present dangers
and brought happily to life eternal.
Through Christ our lord.

Preface: God glorified through the angels.
v. The lord be with you.
r. and with your spirit.

v. lift up your hearts.
r. We lift them up to the Lord.

v. let us give thanks to the lord our God.
r. it is right and just.
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It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God,
and to praise you without end
in your archangels and angels.

For the honor we pay the angelic creatures
in whom you delight
redounds to your own surpassing glory,
and by their great dignity and splendor
you show how infinitely great you are,
to be exalted above all things,
through Christ our lord.

Through him the multitude of angels extols your majesty,
and we are united with them in exultant adoration,
as with one voice of praise we acclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .

text with music, p. 960.

Communion antiphon  cf. ps 138 (137): 1
in the presence of the angels i will praise you, my god.

Prayer after Communion
as you are pleased to nourish us for eternal life
with so great a sacrament, o lord,
direct us by the ministry of angels
into the way of salvation and peace.
Through Christ our lord.
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October 4
Saint francis of Assisi

memorial

entrance antiphon 
francis, the man of god, left his home behind, 
abandoned his inheritance and became poor and penniless,
but the Lord raised him up.

Collect
o God, by whose gift saint Francis
was conformed to Christ in poverty and humility,
grant that, by walking in Francis’ footsteps,
we may follow your son,
and, through joyful charity,
come to be united with you.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
as we bring you these offerings, o lord,
we pray that we may be rightly disposed
for the celebration of the mystery of the Cross,
which saint Francis so ardently embraced.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon  Mt 5: 3
blessed are the poor in spirit,
for theirs is the Kingdom of heaven.

Prayer after Communion
Grant us, we pray, o lord,
through these holy gifts which we have received,
that, imitating the charity and apostolic zeal of saint Francis,
we may experience the effects of your love
and spread them everywhere for the salvation of all.
Through Christ our lord.
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October 6
Saint bruno, Priest

from the common of holy Men and Women: for a Monk (p. 1105), or from the common of 
pastors: for one pastor (p. 1078).

Collect
o God, who called saint Bruno to serve you in solitude,
grant, through his intercession,
that amid the changes of this world
we may constantly look to you alone.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

[In the Dioceses of the United States]

Blessed marie Rose Durocher, Virgin

from the common of virgins: for one virgin (p. 1092).

Collect
lord, who enkindled in the heart of Blessed marie Rose Durocher
the flame of ardent charity
and a great desire to cooperate
in the mission of the Church as a teacher,
grant us that same active love,
so that, in responding to the needs of the world today,
we may lead our brothers and sisters
to the blessedness of eternal life.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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October 7
our Lady of the rosary

memorial

entrance antiphon  cf. Lk 1: 28, 42
hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with you.
blessed are you among women
and blessed is the fruit of your womb.

Collect
Pour forth, we beseech you, o lord,
your grace into our hearts,
that we, to whom the incarnation of Christ your son
was made known by the message of an angel,
may, through the intercession of the Blessed Virgin mary,
by his Passion and Cross
be brought to the glory of his Resurrection.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Grant, we pray, o lord,
that we may be rightly conformed to these offerings we bring
and so honor the mysteries of your only Begotten son,
as to be made worthy of his promises.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

preface i of the blessed virgin Mary (on the feast day) p. 590, or ii p. 592.

Communion antiphon  Lk 1: 31
behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son,
and you shall name him Jesus.

Prayer after Communion
We pray, o lord our God,
that, just as we proclaim in this sacrament
the Death and Resurrection of your son,
so, being made partakers in his suffering,
we may also merit a share 
in his consolation and his glory.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.
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October 9
Saint Denis, bishop, and Companions, Martyrs

from the common of Martyrs: for Several Martyrs (p. 1052).

Collect
o God, who sent saint Denis and his companions
to preach your glory to the nations
and strengthened them for their mission
with the virtue of constancy in suffering,
grant, we pray, that we may imitate them
in disdaining prosperity in this world
and in being undaunted by any trial.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Saint John Leonardi, Priest

from the common of pastors: for Missionaries (p. 1084), or from the common of holy Men 
and Women: for those Who practiced Works of Mercy (p. 1110).

Collect
o God, giver of all good things,
who through the Priest saint John leonardi
caused the Gospel to be announced to the nations,
grant, through his intercession,
that the true faith may always and everywhere prosper.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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October 14
Saint Callistus i, Pope and Martyr

from the common of Martyrs: for one Martyr (p. 1059), or from the common of pastors: 
for a pope (p. 1071).

Collect
o God, who raised up Pope saint Callistus the First
to serve the Church
and attend devoutly to Christ’s faithful departed,
strengthen us, we pray, by his witness to the faith,
so that, rescued from the slavery of corruption,
we may merit an incorruptible inheritance.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

October 15
Saint Teresa of Jesus, Virgin and Doctor of the Church

memorial

entrance antiphon  cf. ps 42 (41): 2-3
Like the deer that yearns for running streams,
so my soul is yearning for you, my god;
my soul is thirsting for god, the living god.

Collect
o God, who through your spirit
raised up saint Teresa of Jesus
to show the Church the way to seek perfection,
grant that we may always be nourished
by the food of her heavenly teaching
and fired with longing for true holiness.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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Prayer over the offerings
may our offerings, o lord, be acceptable to your majesty,
to whom the devoted service of saint Teresa
was pleasing in such great measure.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon  ps 89 (88): 2
i will sing for ever of your mercies, o Lord;
through all ages my mouth will proclaim your fidelity.

Prayer after Communion
Grant, o lord our God,
that your obedient family,
whom you have fed with the Bread of heaven,
may follow the example of saint Teresa
and rejoice to sing of your mercies for all eternity.
Through Christ our lord.

October 16
Saint hedwig, religious

from the common of holy Men and Women: for religious (p. 1107), or for holy Women 
(p. 1113).

Collect
Grant, we pray, almighty God,
that the revered intercession of saint hedwig
may bring us heavenly aid,
just as her wonderful life
is an example of humility for all.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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Saint Margaret Mary Alacoque, Virgin

from the common of virgins: for one virgin (p. 1092).

Collect
Pour out on us, we pray, o lord,
the spirit with which you so remarkably endowed
saint margaret mary,
so that we may come to know
that love of Christ which surpasses all understanding
and be utterly filled with your fullness.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

October 17
Saint ignatius of Antioch, bishop and Martyr

memorial

entrance antiphon  cf. gal 2: 19-20
i am crucified with christ, yet i live; 
no longer i, but christ lives in me.
i live by faith in the Son of god,
who has loved me and given himself up for me.

Collect
almighty ever-living God,
who adorn the sacred body of your Church
with the confessions of holy martyrs,
grant, we pray,
that, just as the glorious passion of saint ignatius of antioch,
which we celebrate today,
brought him eternal splendor,
so it may be for us unending protection.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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Prayer over the offerings
may this oblation and our homage be pleasing to you, o lord,
just as you accepted saint ignatius, the wheat of Christ,
made pure bread through his martyrdom and passion.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon
i am the wheat of christ to be ground by the teeth of beasts,
that i may be found to be pure bread.

Prayer after Communion
may the heavenly Bread we have received, o lord,
on the feast day of saint ignatius
renew us, we pray,
and make us Christians in name and in deed.
Through Christ our lord.

October 18
SAinT LukE, EVAngELiST

Feast

entrance antiphon  is 52: 7
how beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him
who brings glad tidings of peace,
bearing good news, announcing salvation!

the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is said.

Collect
lord God, who chose saint luke
to reveal by his preaching and writings
the mystery of your love for the poor,
grant that those who already glory in your name
may persevere as one heart and one soul
and that all nations may merit to see your salvation.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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Prayer over the offerings
Grant through your heavenly gifts
that we may serve you in freedom of heart, we pray, o lord,
so that the offerings we make on the feast day of saint luke
may bring us healing and give us glory.
Through Christ our lord.

preface ii of the apostles, p. 596.

Communion antiphon  cf. Lk 10: 1, 9
the Lord sent out disciples to proclaim throughout the towns:
the kingdom of god is at hand for you.

Prayer after Communion
Grant, we pray, almighty God,
that what we have received from your holy altar
may sanctify us and make us strong
in the faith of the Gospel which saint luke proclaimed.
Through Christ our lord.

[In the Dioceses of the United States]

October 19
Saints John de brébeuf and isaac Jogues, Priests,

and Companions, Martyrs
memorial

from the common of Martyrs: for Missionary Martyrs (p. 1066).

Collect
o God, who chose to manifest
the blessed hope of your eternal Kingdom
by the toil of saints John de Brébeuf,
isaac Jogues and their companions
and by the shedding of their blood,
graciously grant that through their intercession
the faith of Christians may be strengthened day by day.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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[In the Dioceses of the United States]

October 20
Saint Paul of the Cross, Priest

entrance antiphon  cf. 1 cor 2: 2
i resolved to know nothing while i was with you
except for Jesus christ, and him crucified.

Collect
may the Priest saint Paul,
whose only love was the Cross,
obtain for us your grace, o lord,
so that, urged on more strongly by his example,
we may each embrace our own cross with courage.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
look upon the sacrificial gifts we offer, almighty God,
in commemoration of saint Paul of the Cross
and grant that we who celebrate the mysteries of the lord’s Passion
may imitate what we now enact.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon  1 cor 1: 23, 24
We proclaim christ crucified;
christ, the power of god and the wisdom of god.

Prayer after Communion
o God, who in saint Paul
have wonderfully made known the mystery of the Cross,
graciously grant
that, drawing strength from this sacrifice,
we may cling faithfully to Christ
and labor in the Church for the salvation of all.
Through Christ our lord.
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October 23
Saint John of Capistrano, Priest

from the common of pastors: for Missionaries (p. 1084), or from the common of holy Men 
and Women: for religious (p. 1107).

Collect
o God, who raised up saint John of Capistrano
to comfort your faithful people in tribulation,
place us, we pray, under your safe protection
and keep your Church in everlasting peace.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

October 24
Saint Anthony Mary Claret, bishop

from the common of pastors: for Missionaries (p. 1084), or for a bishop (p. 1074).

Collect
o God, who for the evangelization of peoples
strengthened the Bishop saint anthony mary Claret
with admirable charity and long-suffering,
grant, through his intercession,
that, seeking the things that are yours,
we may earnestly devote ourselves
to winning our brothers and sisters for Christ.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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October 28
SAinTS SiMon AnD JuDE, APoSTLES

Feast

entrance antiphon  
these are the holy men
whom the Lord chose in his own perfect love; 
to them he gave eternal glory.

the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is said.

Collect
o God, who by the blessed apostles
have brought us to acknowledge your name,
graciously grant,
through the intercession of saints simon and Jude,
that the Church may constantly grow
by increase of the peoples who believe in you.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
as we venerate the perpetual glory
of the holy apostles simon and Jude, o lord,
we ask that you receive our prayers
and lead us to worthy celebration of the sacred mysteries.
Through Christ our lord.

preface of the apostles, pp. 594-597.

Communion antiphon  Jn 14: 23
Whoever loves me will keep my word, says the Lord;
and my father will love him, and we will come to him,
and make our home with him.

Prayer after Communion
having received this sacrament, o lord,
we humbly implore you in the holy spirit,
that what we do to honor the glorious passion
of the apostles simon and Jude
may keep us ever in your love.
Through Christ our lord.

the Solemn blessing formula, p. 683, may be used.
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noVEMbEr

November 1
ALL SAinTS
Solemnity

entrance antiphon  
Let us all rejoice in the Lord,
as we celebrate the feast day in honor of all the Saints,
at whose festival the angels rejoice
and praise the Son of god.

the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is said.

Collect
almighty ever-living God,
by whose gift we venerate in one celebration
the merits of all the saints,
bestow on us, we pray,
through the prayers of so many intercessors,
an abundance of the reconciliation with you
for which we earnestly long.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

the creed is said.

Prayer over the offerings
may these offerings we bring in honor of all the saints
be pleasing to you, o lord,
and grant that, just as we believe the saints
to be already assured of immortality,
so we may experience their concern for our salvation.
Through Christ our lord.
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Preface: The glory of Jerusalem, our mother.
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holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .

text without music:

v. The lord be with you.
r. and with your spirit.

v. lift up your hearts.
r. We lift them up to the Lord.

v. let us give thanks to the lord our God.
r. it is right and just.

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God.

For today by your gift we celebrate the festival of your city,
the heavenly Jerusalem, our mother,
where the great array of our brothers and sisters
already gives you eternal praise.

Towards her, we eagerly hasten, as pilgrims advancing by faith,
rejoicing in the glory bestowed upon those exalted members of  

the Church
through whom you give us, in our frailty, both strength and  

good example.

and so, we glorify you with the multitude of saints and angels,
as with one voice of praise we acclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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Communion antiphon  Mt 5: 8-10
blessed are the clean of heart, for they shall see god.
blessed are the peacemakers,
for they shall be called children of god.
blessed are they who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness,
for theirs is the Kingdom of heaven.

Prayer after Communion
as we adore you, o God, who alone are holy
and wonderful in all your saints,
we implore your grace,
so that, coming to perfect holiness in the fullness of your love,
we may pass from this pilgrim table
to the banquet of our heavenly homeland.
Through Christ our lord.

the Solemn blessing formula, p. 683, may be used.

for the votive Mass of all Saints, cf. below 1366.

November 2
ThE CoMMEMorATion

of ALL ThE fAiThfuL DEPArTED
(All Souls’ Day)

the Masses that follow may be used at the discretion of the celebrant.*

even when November 2 falls on a Sunday, the Mass celebrated is that of the commemoration of 
all the faithful Departed.

1

entrance antiphon  cf. 1 thes 4: 14; 1 cor 15: 22
Just as Jesus died and has risen again,
so through Jesus god will bring with him
those who have fallen asleep;
and as in adam all die,
so also in christ will all be brought to life.

* On this day, any Priest may celebrate three masses, observing, nevertheless, what was established by Benedict XV 
in the Apostolic Constitution, incruentum altaris sacrificium, August 10, 1915: acta apostolicae sedis 7 (1915) pp. 
401–404.
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Collect
listen kindly to our prayers, o lord,
and, as our faith in your son,
raised from the dead, is deepened,
so may our hope of resurrection for your departed servants
also find new strength.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
look favorably on our offerings, o lord,
so that your departed servants
may be taken up into glory with your son,
in whose great mystery of love we are all united.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

preface for the Dead, pp. 622-631.

Communion antiphon  cf. Jn 11: 25-26
i am the resurrection and the Life, says the Lord.
Whoever believes in me, even though he dies, will live,
and everyone who lives and believes in me will not die for ever.

Prayer after Communion
Grant we pray, o lord, that your departed servants,
for whom we have celebrated this paschal sacrament,
may pass over to a dwelling place of light and peace.
Through Christ our lord.

the Solemn blessing formula, p. 684, may be used.

NOVEMBER		 983



2

entrance antiphon  cf. 4 esdr 2: 34-35
eternal rest grant unto them, o Lord,
and let perpetual light shine upon them.

Collect
o God, glory of the faithful and life of the just,
by the Death and Resurrection of whose son
we have been redeemed,
look mercifully on your departed servants,
that, just as they professed the mystery of our resurrection,
so they may merit to receive the joys of eternal happiness.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
almighty and merciful God,
by means of these sacrificial offerings
wash away, we pray, in the Blood of Christ,
the sins of your departed servants,
for you purify unceasingly by your merciful forgiveness
those you once cleansed in the waters of Baptism.
Through Christ our lord.

preface for the Dead, pp. 622-631.

Communion antiphon  cf. 4 esdr 2: 35, 34
Let perpetual light shine upon them, o Lord,
with your Saints for ever, for you are merciful.

Prayer after Communion
having received the sacrament of your only Begotten son,
who was sacrificed for us and rose in glory,
we humbly implore you, o lord,
for your departed servants,
that, cleansed by the paschal mysteries,
they may glory in the gift of the resurrection to come.
Through Christ our lord.

the Solemn blessing formula, p. 684, may be used.
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entrance antiphon  cf. rom 8: 11
god, who raised Jesus from the dead,
will give life also to your mortal bodies, through his Spirit that dwells in you.

Collect
o God, who willed that your only Begotten son,
having conquered death,
should pass over into the realm of heaven,
grant, we pray, to your departed servants
that, with the mortality of this life overcome,
they may gaze eternally on you,
their Creator and Redeemer.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Receive, lord, in your kindness,
the sacrificial offering we make
for all your servants who sleep in Christ,
that, set free from the bonds of death
by this singular sacrifice,
they may merit eternal life.
Through Christ our lord.

preface for the Dead, pp. 622-631.

Communion antiphon  cf. phil 3: 20-21
We await a savior, the Lord Jesus christ,
who will change our mortal bodies, to conform with his glorified body.

Prayer after Communion
Through these sacrificial gifts
which we have received, o lord,
bestow on your departed servants your great mercy
and, to those you have endowed with the grace of Baptism,
grant also the fullness of eternal joy.
Through Christ our lord.

the Solemn blessing formula, p. 684, may be used.

NOVEMBER		 985



November 3
Saint Martin de Porres, religious

from the common of holy Men and Women: for religious (p. 1107).

Collect
o God, who led saint martin de Porres
by the path of humility to heavenly glory,
grant that we may so follow his radiant example in this life
as to merit to be exalted with him in heaven.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

November 4
Saint Charles borromeo, bishop

memorial

from the common of pastors: for a bishop (p. 1074).

Collect
Preserve in the midst of your people,
we ask, o lord, the spirit with which you filled
the Bishop saint Charles Borromeo,
that your Church may be constantly renewed
and, by conforming herself to the likeness of Christ,
may show his face to the world.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
look, o lord, upon the offering placed on your altar
in commemoration of saint Charles,
and grant by the power of this sacrifice
that, as you made him an attentive pastor,
outstanding in the merit of his virtues,
so you may make us abound in good fruit by our works.
Through Christ our lord.
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Prayer after Communion
may the sacred mysteries of which we have partaken,
o lord, we pray, give us that determination
which made saint Charles faithful in ministry
and fervent in charity.
Through Christ our lord.

November 9
ThE DEDiCATion

of ThE LATErAn bASiLiCA
Feast

in the basilica itself, the Mass of the common of the Dedication of a church is used (p. 1032).

entrance antiphon  cf. rev 21: 2
i saw the holy city, a new Jerusalem,
coming down out of heaven from god,
prepared like a bride adorned for her husband.

or:  cf. rev 21: 3

behold god’s dwelling with the human race.
he will dwell with them and they will be his people,
and god himself with them will be their god.

the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is said.
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Collect
o God, who from living and chosen stones
prepare an eternal dwelling for your majesty,
increase in your Church the spirit of grace you have bestowed,
so that by new growth your faithful people
may build up the heavenly Jerusalem.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
or:

o God, who were pleased to call your Church the Bride,
grant that the people that serves your name
may revere you, love you and follow you,
and may be led by you
to attain your promises in heaven.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

When this feast falls on a Sunday, the creed is said.

Prayer over the offerings
accept, we pray, o lord, the offering made here
and grant that by it those who seek your favor
may receive in this place
the power of the sacraments
and the answer to their prayers.
Through Christ our lord.

Preface: The mystery of the Church, the Bride of Christ and the Temple of  
the spirit.
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text without music:

v. The lord be with you.
r. and with your spirit.

v. lift up your hearts.
r. We lift them up to the Lord.

v. let us give thanks to the lord our God.
r. it is right and just.

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God.

For in your benevolence you are pleased
to dwell in this house of prayer
in order to perfect us as the temple of the holy spirit,
supported by the perpetual help of your grace
and resplendent with the glory of a life acceptable to you.

Year by year you sanctify the Church, the Bride of Christ,
foreshadowed in visible buildings,
so that, rejoicing as the mother of countless children,
she may be given her place in your heavenly glory.

and so, with all the angels and saints,
we praise you, as without end we acclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .

Communion antiphon  cf. 1 pt 2: 5
be built up like living stones,
into a spiritual house, a holy priesthood.

Prayer after Communion
o God, who chose to foreshadow for us
the heavenly Jerusalem
through the sign of your Church on earth,
grant, we pray,
that, by our partaking of this sacrament,
we may be made the temple of your grace
and may enter the dwelling place of your glory.
Through Christ our lord.
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the Solemn blessing formula, p. 684, may be used.

November 10
Saint Leo the great, Pope and Doctor of the Church

memorial

entrance antiphon  cf. Sir 45: 30

The lord established for him a covenant of peace,
and made him the prince,
that he might have the dignity of the priesthood for ever.

Collect
o God, who never allow the gates of hell
to prevail against your Church,
firmly founded on the apostolic rock,
grant her, we pray,
that through the intercession of Pope saint leo,
she may stand firm in your truth
and know the protection of lasting peace.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Through the offerings made here, we pray, o lord,
graciously shed light on your Church,
so that your flock may everywhere prosper
and that under your governance
the shepherds may become pleasing to your name.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon  Mt 16: 16, 18
peter said to Jesus:
you are the christ, the Son of the living god.
and Jesus replied: you are peter,
and upon this rock i will build my church.
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Prayer after Communion
Be pleased, o lord, we pray,
to govern the Church you have nourished by this holy meal,
so that, firmly directed,
she may enjoy ever greater freedom
and persevere in integrity of religion.
Through Christ our lord.

November 11
Saint Martin of Tours, bishop

memorial

entrance antiphon  cf. 1 Sm 2: 35
i shall raise up for myself a faithful priest
who will act in accord with my heart and my mind, says the Lord.

Collect
o God, who are glorified in the Bishop saint martin
both by his life and death,
make new, we pray,
the wonders of your grace in our hearts,
that neither death nor life
may separate us from your love.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
sanctify these offerings, we pray, lord God,
which we joyfully present in honor of saint martin,
so that through them our life may always be directed
whether in tribulation or in prosperity.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon  cf. Mt 25: 40
amen, i say to you:
Whatever you did for one of the least of my brethren,
you did it for me, says the Lord.
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Prayer after Communion
Grant to us who have been restored
by this sacrament of unity, o lord,
perfect harmony with your will in all things,
that, just as saint martin submitted himself entirely to you,
so we, too, may glory in being truly yours.
Through Christ our lord.

November 12
Saint Josaphat, bishop and Martyr

memorial

entrance antiphon  
because of the Lord’s covenant and the ancestral laws,
the Saints of god persevered in loving brotherhood,
for there was always one spirit in them, and one faith.

Collect
stir up in your Church, we pray, o lord,
the spirit that filled saint Josaphat
as he laid down his life for the sheep,
so that through his intercession
we, too, may be strengthened by the same spirit
and not be afraid to lay down our life for others.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
most merciful God,
pour out your blessing upon these offerings
and confirm us in the faith
that saint Josaphat professed by the shedding of his blood.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon  Mt. 10: 39
Whoever loses his life for my sake,
will find it in eternity, says the Lord.
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Prayer after Communion
may this heavenly table, o lord,
bestow on us a spirit of fortitude and peace,
so that, following saint Josaphat’s example,
we may willingly spend our lives
working for the honor and unity of the Church.
Through Christ our lord.

[In the Dioceses of the United States]

November 13
Saint frances Xavier Cabrini, Virgin

memorial

from the common of virgins: for one virgin (p. 1092), or from the common of holy Men 
and Women: for those Who practiced Works of Mercy (p. 1110).

Collect
God our Father,
who called saint Frances Xavier Cabrini from italy
to serve the immigrants of america,
by her example,
teach us to have concern for the stranger,
the sick, and all those in need,
and by her prayers help us to see Christ
in all the men and women we meet.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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November 15
Saint Albert the great, bishop and Doctor of the Church

from the common of pastors: for a bishop (p. 1074), or from the common of Doctors of the 
church (p. 1088).

Collect
o God, who made the Bishop saint albert great
by his joining of human wisdom to divine faith,
grant, we pray, that we may so adhere to the truths he taught,
that through progress in learning
we may come to a deeper knowledge and love of you.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

November 16
Saint Margaret of Scotland

from the common of holy Men and Women: for those Who practiced Works of Mercy (p. 
1110).

Collect
o God, who made saint margaret of scotland wonderful
in her outstanding charity towards the poor,
grant that through her intercession and example
we may reflect among all humanity
the image of your divine goodness.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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Saint gertrude, Virgin
from the common of virgins: for one virgin (p. 1092), or from the common of holy Men and 
Women: for a Nun (p. 1106).

Collect
o God, who prepared a delightful dwelling for yourself
in the heart of the Virgin saint Gertrude,
graciously bring light, through her intercession,
to the darkness of our hearts,
that we may joyfully experience you present and at work  

within us.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

November 17
Saint Elizabeth of hungary, religious

memorial

from the common of holy Men and Women: for those Who practiced Works of Mercy (p. 
1110).

Collect
o God, by whose gift saint elizabeth of hungary
recognized and revered Christ in the poor,
grant, through her intercession,
that we may serve with unfailing charity
the needy and those afflicted.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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November 18
The Dedication of the basilicas

of Saints Peter and Paul, Apostles

entrance antiphon  cf. ps 45 (44): 17-18
you will make them princes over all the earth;
they will remember your name through all generations.
thus the peoples will praise you for ever, from age to age.

Collect
Defend your Church, o lord,
by the protection of the holy apostles,
that, as she received from them
the beginnings of her knowledge of things divine,
so through them she may receive,
even to the end of the world,
an increase in heavenly grace.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
as we bring you this offering of our service,
we beseech your mercy, lord,
that the truth handed down to us
by the ministry of the apostles Peter and Paul
may endure undefiled in our hearts.
Through Christ our lord.

preface of the apostles, pp. 594-597.

Communion antiphon  cf. Jn 6: 69, 70
o Lord, you have the words of eternal life,
and we have come to believe
that you are the christ, the Son of god.

Prayer after Communion
may your people, we pray, o lord,
nourished by the Bread of heaven,
rejoice in commemorating the apostles Peter and Paul,
for it is through your gift
that we are governed under their patronage.
Through Christ our lord.
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[In the Dioceses of the United States]
Saint rose Philippine Duchesne, Virgin

from the common of virgins: for one virgin (p. 1092).

Collect
almighty God, who filled the heart of saint Rose Philippine 

Duchesne
with charity and missionary zeal,
and gave her the desire
to make you known among all peoples,
grant us to follow her way
and fill us with that same love and zeal
to extend your Kingdom to the ends of the earth.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

November 21
The Presentation of the blessed Virgin Mary

memorial

from the common of the blessed virgin Mary (p. 1039).

Collect
as we venerate the glorious memory
of the most holy Virgin mary,
grant, we pray, o lord, through her intercession,
that we, too, may merit to receive
from the fullness of your grace.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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November 22
Saint Cecilia, Virgin and Martyr

memorial

from the common of Martyrs: for a virgin Martyr (p. 1068), or from the common of virgins: 
for one virgin (p. 1092).

Collect
o God, who gladden us each year
with the feast day of your handmaid saint Cecilia,
grant, we pray,
that what has been devoutly handed down concerning her
may offer us examples to imitate
and proclaim the wonders worked in his servants 
by Christ your son.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

November 23
Saint Clement i, Pope and Martyr

from the common of Martyrs: for one Martyr (p. 1059), or from the common of pastors: 
for a pope (p. 1071).

Collect
almighty ever-living God,
who are wonderful in the virtue of all your saints,
grant us joy in the yearly commemoration of saint Clement,
who, as a martyr and high Priest of your son,
bore out by his witness what he celebrated in mystery
and confirmed by example what he preached with his lips.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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Saint Columban, Abbot

from the common of pastors: for Missionaries (p. 1084), or from the common of holy Men 
and Women: for an abbot (p. 1103).

Collect
o God, who in saint Columban
wonderfully joined the work of evangelization
to zeal for the monastic life,
grant, we pray,
that through his intercession and example
we may strive to seek you above all things
and to bring increase to your faithful people.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

[In the Dioceses of the United States]
blessed Miguel Agustín Pro, Priest and Martyr

from the common of Martyrs: for one Martyr (p. 1059), or from the common of pastors: 
for one pastor (p. 1078).

Collect
our God and Father, 
who conferred upon your servant Blessed miguel agustín Pro
the grace of ardently seeking your greater glory 
 and the salvation of others,
grant, through his intercession and example,
that by faithfully and joyfully performing our daily duties
and effectively assisting those around us, 
we may serve you with zeal
and ever seek your glory.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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November 24
Saint Andrew Dung-Lac, Priest,

and Companions, Martyrs
memorial

entrance antiphon  cf. gal 6: 14; cf. 1 cor 1: 18
May we never boast, except in the cross of our Lord Jesus christ.
for the word of the cross is the power of god
to us who have been saved.

Collect
o God, source and origin of all fatherhood,
who kept the martyrs saint andrew Dung-lac and his companions
faithful to the Cross of your son,
even to the shedding of their blood,
grant, through their intercession,
that, spreading your love among our brothers and sisters,
we may be your children both in name and in truth.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Receive, o holy Father, the offerings we bring
as we venerate the passion of the holy martyrs,
so that amid the trials of this life
we may always be found faithful
and may offer ourselves to you
as an acceptable sacrifice.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon  Mt 5: 10
blessed are they who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness,
for theirs is the Kingdom of heaven.

Prayer after Communion
Renewed by the one Bread
as we commemorate the holy martyrs,
we humbly beseech you, o lord,
that, abiding as one in your love,
we may merit by endurance an eternal prize.
Through Christ our lord.

˜ .
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.
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November 25
Saint Catherine of Alexandria, Virgin and Martyr

from the common of Martyrs: for a virgin Martyr (p. 1068), or from the common of virgins: 
for one virgin (p. 1092).

Collect
almighty ever-living God,
who gave saint Catherine of alexandria to your people
as a Virgin and an invincible martyr,
grant that through her intercession
we may be strengthened in faith and constancy
and spend ourselves without reserve
for the unity of the Church.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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November 30
SAinT AnDrEW, APoSTLE

Feast

entrance antiphon  cf. Mt 4: 18-19
beside the Sea of galilee,
the Lord saw two brothers, peter and andrew,
and he said to them:
come after me and i will make you fishers of men.

the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is said.

Collect
We humbly implore your majesty, o lord,
that, just as the blessed apostle andrew
was for your Church a preacher and pastor,
so he may be for us a constant intercessor before you.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Grant us, almighty God, that through these offerings,
which we bring on the feast day of saint andrew,
we may please you by what we have brought
and be given life by what you have accepted.
Through Christ our lord.

preface of the apostles, pp. 594-597.

Communion antiphon  cf. Jn 1: 41-42
andrew told his brother Simon:
We have found the Messiah, the christ, 
and he brought him to Jesus.

Prayer after Communion
may communion in your sacrament strengthen us, o lord,
so that by the example of the blessed apostle andrew
we, who carry in our body the Death of Christ,
may merit to live with him in glory.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

the Solemn blessing formula, p. 683, may be used.
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[In the Dioceses of the United States]

Fourth Thursday in November
Thanksgiving Day

entrance antiphon eph 5: 19-20
Sing and make music to the Lord in your hearts,
always thanking god the father for all things
in the name of our Lord Jesus christ.

Collect
Father all-powerful,
your gifts of love are countless
and your goodness infinite;
as we come before you on Thanksgiving Day
with gratitude for your kindness,
open our hearts to have concern
for every man, woman, and child,
so that we may share your gifts in loving service.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
God our Father,
from whose hand we have received generous gifts
so that we might learn to share your blessings in gratitude,
accept these gifts of bread and wine,
and let the perfect sacrifice of Jesus
draw us closer to all our brothers and sisters in the human family.
Through Christ our lord.
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Preface: Thanksgiving Day.

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ

& œœ œ œ œ œœ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ

& œ
���������������������������

á á
�������������������������������

œ œ œœ œ œ
�����������

á

& á
��������������������������
��

œœ œ œ œ
	���������������������������������

á

& œœ
�������������

œ œ œœ
�������������������	�����

œœ œ œ œ
�����������������������

á

& á
�����������������������������

œœ œ œœ œ œ
�������������������������������������������

á œ

& œ
�������������

œœ œ á
����������������������������������������������������

œ œœ œœ

& œ
������������

œœ œ œ
�������������������������������������������������

á œœ œ œœ œ œ
��

& á
����������������������������

œ
��������������������

œ œ œ œœ
���������

œœ œ

& œœ
����������

œ œ
���������������������������������

á œœ œ œ œ
������������������

á

& á
��������������������������������

œ œ œ œ á
����������������������

œ ¿ œ œ œœ
�������

œœ

& œ
���������

œ

holy, holy, holy lord God of host . . .
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text without music:

v. The lord be with you.
r. and with your spirit.

v. lift up your hearts.
r. We lift them up to the Lord.

v. let us give thanks to the lord our God.
r. it is right and just.

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God,
through Christ our lord.

You have entrusted to us
the great gift of freedom,
a gift that calls forth
responsibility and commitment
to the truth that all have a fundamental dignity before you.
in Jesus, through his Death and Resurrection,
we find our ultimate redemption,
freedom from sin,
and every blessing.

as so, with hearts full of love,
we join the angels, today and every day of our lives,
to sing your glory as we acclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .

Communion antiphon ps 138 (137): 1
i will thank you, Lord, with all my heart,
for you have heard the words of my mouth.
or: ps 116 (115): 12-13
how can i repay the Lord for all his goodness to me?
the chalice of salvation i will raise, and i will call on the name of the Lord.

Prayer after Communion
in this celebration, o lord our God,
you have shown us the depths of your love for all your children;
help us, we pray, to reach out in love to all your people,
so that we may share with them
the good things of time and eternity.
Through Christ our lord.
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DECEMbEr

December 3
Saint francis Xavier, Priest

memorial

entrance antiphon  ps 18 (17): 50; 22 (21): 23
i will praise you, Lord, among the nations;
i will tell of your name to my kin.

Collect
o God, who through the preaching of saint Francis Xavier
won many peoples to yourself,
grant that the hearts of the faithful
may burn with the same zeal for the faith
and that holy Church may everywhere rejoice
in an abundance of offspring.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Receive, o lord, these offerings we bring you
in commemoration of saint Francis Xavier,
and grant that, as he journeyed to distant lands
out of longing for the salvation of souls,
so we, too, bearing effective witness to the Gospel,
may, with our brothers and sisters,
eagerly hasten towards you.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon  Mt 10: 27
What i say to you in the darkness 
speak in the light, says the Lord,
what you hear whispered, 
proclaim on the housetops.
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Prayer after Communion
may your mysteries, o God,
kindle in us that fire of charity
with which saint Francis Xavier burned for the salvation of souls,
so that, walking ever more worthily in our vocation,
we may obtain with him the reward you promise 
to those who labor well in your harvest.
Through Christ our lord.

December 4
Saint John Damascene, Priest and Doctor of the Church

from the common of pastors: for one pastor (p. 1078), or from the common of Doctors of 
the church (p. 1088).

Collect
Grant, we pray, o lord,
that we may be helped by the prayers
of the Priest saint John Damascene,
so that the true faith,
which he excelled in teaching,
may always be our light and our strength.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

December 6
Saint nicholas, bishop

from the common of pastors: for a bishop (p. 1074).

Collect
We humbly implore your mercy, lord:
protect us in all dangers
through the prayers of the Bishop saint nicholas,
that the way of salvation may lie open before us.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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December 7
Saint Ambrose, bishop and Doctor of the Church

memorial

entrance antiphon  cf. Sir 15: 5
in the midst of the church he opened his mouth,
and the Lord filled him with the spirit of wisdom and understanding
and clothed him in a robe of glory.

Collect
o God, who made the Bishop saint ambrose
a teacher of the Catholic faith
and a model of apostolic courage,
raise up in your Church men after your own heart
to govern her with courage and wisdom.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
as we celebrate the divine mysteries, o lord, we pray,
may the holy spirit fill us with that light of faith
by which he constantly enlightened saint ambrose
for the spreading of your glory.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon  cf. ps 1: 2, 3
he who ponders the law of the Lord day and night
will yield fruit in due season.

Prayer after Communion
lead us, who have been strengthened
by the power of this sacrament, o lord,
so to profit from the teaching of saint ambrose
that, hastening fearlessly along your paths,
we may be prepared for the delights of the eternal banquet.
Through Christ our lord.
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December 8

ThE iMMACuLATE ConCEPTion
of ThE bLESSED Virgin MAry

PATronAL fEASTDAy of ThE 
uniTED STATES of AMEriCA

Solemnity





entrance antiphon  is 61: 10
i rejoice heartily in the Lord,
in my god is the joy of my soul;
for he has clothed me with a robe of salvation,
and wrapped me in a mantle of justice,
like a bride adorned with her jewels.

the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is said.

Collect
o God, who by the immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin
prepared a worthy dwelling for your son,
grant, we pray,
that, as you preserved her from every stain
by virtue of the Death of your son, which you foresaw,
so, through her intercession,
we, too, may be cleansed and admitted to your presence.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

the creed is said.

Prayer over the offerings
Graciously accept the saving sacrifice
which we offer you, o lord,
on the solemnity of the immaculate Conception
of the Blessed Virgin mary,
and grant that, as we profess her,
on account of your prevenient grace,
to be untouched by any stain of sin,
so, through her intercession,
we may be delivered from all our faults.
Through Christ our lord.
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Preface: The mystery of mary and the Church.
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holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .

text without music:

v. The lord be with you.
r. and with your spirit.

v. lift up your hearts.
r. We lift them up to the Lord.

v. let us give thanks to the lord our God.
r. it is right and just.
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It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God.

For you preserved the most Blessed Virgin mary
from all stain of original sin,
so that in her, endowed with the rich fullness of your grace,
you might prepare a worthy mother for your son
and signify the beginning of the Church,
his beautiful Bride without spot or wrinkle.

she, the most pure Virgin, was to bring forth a son,
the innocent lamb who would wipe away our offenses;
you placed her above all others
to be for your people an advocate of grace
and a model of holiness.

and so, in company with the choirs of angels,
we praise you, and with joy we proclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .

Communion antiphon  
glorious things are spoken of you, o Mary,
for from you arose the sun of justice,
christ our god.

Prayer after Communion
may the sacrament we have received,
o lord our God,
heal in us the wounds of that fault
from which in a singular way
you preserved Blessed mary in her immaculate Conception.
Through Christ our lord.

the Solemn blessing formula, p. 682, may be used.
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December 9
Saint Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin

from the common of holy Men and Women: for one Saint (p. 1101).

Collect
o God, who by means of saint Juan Diego showed
the love of the most holy Virgin mary for your people,
grant, through his intercession,
that, by following the counsels our mother gave at Guadalupe,
we may be ever constant in fulfilling your will.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

December 11
Saint Damasus i, Pope

from the common of pastors: for a pope (p. 1071).

Collect
Grant, we pray, o lord,
that we may constantly exalt the merits of your martyrs,
whom Pope saint Damasus so venerated and loved.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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[In the Dioceses of the United States]

December 12
our LADy of guADALuPE

Feast

entrance antiphon rev 12: 1
a great sign appeared in the sky, a woman clothed with the sun,
with the moon under her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars.

the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is said.

Collect
o God, Father of mercies,
who placed your people under the singular protection
of your son’s most holy mother,
grant that all who invoke the Blessed Virgin of Guadalupe,
may seek with ever more lively faith
the progress of peoples in the ways of justice and of peace.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
accept, o lord, the gifts we present to you
on this feast of our lady of Guadalupe,
and grant that this sacrifice
may strengthen us to fulfill your commandments
as true children of the Virgin mary.
Through Christ our lord.

preface i or ii of the blessed virgin Mary, p. 590-593.

Communion antiphon Lk 1: 52
the Lord has cast down the mighty from their thrones,
and has lifted up the lowly.

or: cf. ps 147 (146): 20

god has not acted thus for any other nation;
to no other people had he shown his love so clearly.
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Prayer after Communion
lord God, may the Body and Blood of your son,
which we receive in this sacrament,
reconcile us always in your love;
and may we who rejoice in our lady of Guadalupe
live united and at peace in this world
until the day of the lord dawns in glory.
Through Christ our lord.

December 13
Saint Lucy, Virgin and Martyr

memorial

from the common of Martyrs: for a virgin Martyr (p. 1068), or from the common of virgins: 
for one virgin (p. 1092).

Collect
may the glorious intercession
of the Virgin and martyr saint lucy
give us new heart, we pray, o lord,
so that we may celebrate her heavenly birthday
in this present age
and so behold things eternal.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

December 14
Saint John of the Cross, Priest and Doctor of the Church

memorial

entrance antiphon  gal 6: 14
May i never boast,
except in the cross of our Lord Jesus christ,
through which the world has been crucified to me,
and i to the world.
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Collect
o God, who gave the Priest saint John
an outstanding dedication to perfect self-denial
and love of the Cross,
grant that, by imitating him closely at all times,
we may come to contemplate eternally your glory.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
look upon the sacrificial gifts we offer, almighty God,
in commemoration of saint John of the Cross
and grant that we, who celebrate
the mysteries of the lord’s Passion,
may imitate what we now enact.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon  cf. Mt 16: 24
Whoever wishes to come after me must deny himself,
take up his cross, and follow me, says the Lord.

Prayer after Communion
o God, who in saint John
have wonderfully made known the mystery of the Cross,
graciously grant
that, drawing strength from this sacrifice,
we may cling faithfully to Christ
and labor in the Church for the salvation of all.
Through Christ our lord.

DECEMBER		 1021



December 21
Saint Peter Canisius, Priest and Doctor of the Church

from the common of pastors: for one pastor (p. 1078), or from the common of Doctors of 
the church (p. 1088).

Collect
o God, who for the defense of the Catholic faith
made the Priest saint Peter Canisius
strong in virtue and in learning,
grant, through his intercession,
that those who seek the truth
may joyfully find you, their God,
and that your faithful people
may persevere in confessing you.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

December 23
Saint John of kanty, Priest

from the common of pastors: for one pastor (p. 1078), or from the common of holy Men 
and Women: for those Who practiced Works of Mercy (p. 1110).

Collect
Grant, we pray, almighty God,
that by the example of the Priest saint John of Kanty
we may advance in the knowledge of holy things
and, by showing compassion to all,
may gain forgiveness in your sight.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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December 26
SAinT STEPhEn, ThE firST MArTyr

Feast

entrance antiphon
the gates of heaven were opened for blessed Stephen,
who was found to be first among the number of the Martyrs
and therefore is crowned triumphant in heaven.

the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is said.

Collect
Grant, lord, we pray,
that we may imitate what we worship,
and so learn to love even our enemies,
for we celebrate the heavenly birthday
of a man who knew how to pray even for his persecutors.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
may these offerings of our devotion today,
be acceptable to you, we pray, o lord,
for they are prompted
by the glorious commemoration of saint stephen the martyr.
Through Christ our lord.

preface of the Nativity of the Lord, pp. 538-543.

Communion antiphon  acts 7: 58
as they were stoning Stephen, he called out:
Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.

Prayer after Communion
For the many mercies which surround us
we give thanks to you, o lord,
who save us through the nativity of your son
and gladden us with the celebration of the blessed  

martyr stephen.
Through Christ our lord.
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December 27
SAinT John, APoSTLE AnD EVAngELiST

Feast

entrance antiphon  
this is John, who reclined on the Lord’s breast at supper,
the blessed apostle, to whom celestial secrets were revealed
and who spread the words of life through all the world.

or:  cf. Sir 15: 5

in the midst of the church he opened his mouth,
and the Lord filled him
with the spirit of wisdom and understanding
and clothed him in a robe of glory.

the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is said.

Collect
o God, who through the blessed apostle John
have unlocked for us the secrets of your Word,
grant, we pray,
that we may grasp with proper understanding
what he has so marvelously brought to our ears.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
sanctify the offerings we have made, o lord, we pray,
and grant that from the banquet of this supper
we may draw the hidden wisdom of the eternal Word,
just as, from this same source,
you revealed it to your apostle John.
Through Christ our lord.

preface of the Nativity of the Lord, pp. 538-543.

Communion antiphon  Jn 1: 14, 16
the Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us,
and from his fullness we have all received.
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Prayer after Communion
Grant, we pray, almighty God,
that the Word made flesh,
proclaimed by the blessed apostle John,
may, through this mystery which we have celebrated,
ever dwell among us.
Through Christ our lord.

December 28
ThE hoLy innoCEnTS, MArTyrS

Feast

entrance antiphon  
the innocents were slaughtered as infants for christ;
spotless, they follow the Lamb
and sing for ever: glory to you, o Lord.

the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is said.

Collect
o God, whom the holy innocents confessed
and proclaimed on this day,
not by speaking but by dying,
grant, we pray,
that the faith in you which we confess with our lips
may also speak through our manner of life.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Receive, o lord, we pray,
the offerings of your devoted servants
and purify us as we faithfully serve these, your mysteries,
by which you grant justification
even to those who lack understanding.
Through Christ our lord.

preface of the Nativity of the Lord, pp. 538-543.
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Communion antiphon  cf. rev 14: 4
behold those redeemed as the first fruits
of the human race for god and the Lamb,
and who follow the Lamb wherever he goes.

Prayer after Communion
Grant, o lord, abundant salvation to your faithful
as they receive your holy gifts
on the feast day of these, your saints,
who, though still unable to profess your son in speech,
were crowned with heavenly grace
on account of his birth.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

December 29
Saint Thomas becket, bishop and Martyr

from the common of Martyrs: for one Martyr (p. 1059), or from the common of pastors: 
for a bishop (p. 1074).

Collect
o God, who gave the martyr saint Thomas Becket
the courage to give up his life for the sake of justice,
grant, through his intercession,
that, renouncing our life
for the sake of Christ in this world,
we may find it in heaven.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

1026	 	PROPER	OF	SAINTS



December 31
Saint Sylvester i, Pope

from the common of pastors: for a pope (p. 1071).

Collect
Come, o lord, to the help of your people,
sustained by the intercession of Pope saint sylvester,
so that, running the course of this present life under  

your guidance,
we may happily attain life without end.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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1. for convenience, the individual commons each offer several Masses with all the elements, 
namely antiphons and prayers, included.

 it is permitted for the priest, as appropriate, to exchange antiphons and prayers of the 
same common, choosing those texts which seem more suitable for pastoral reasons.

 in addition, for Masses of Memorials, the prayers over the offerings and the prayers 
after communion may also be taken from the weekdays of the current liturgical time as well 
as from these commons.

2. in the common of Martyrs and in the common of holy Men and Women, all the prayers that 
are given for men may also be used for women, with the necessary change of gender.

3. in the individual commons, texts in the singular may always be used for several Saints, 
with the necessary change to the plural. Similarly, texts in the plural may be used for an 
individual, with the necessary change to the singular.

4. Masses that are designated for specific times or circumstances should only be used for these.
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COmmON Of The DeDICaTION Of a ChURCh

the formularies of the Mass for the Dedication of a church and of the Mass for the Dedication of 
an altar are to be found among the ritual Masses (pp. 1221-1233).

on ThE AnniVErSAry of ThE DEDiCATion

i. in the Church that was Dedicated

entrance antiphon ps 68 (67): 36
Wonderful are you, o god in your holy place.
the god of israel himself gives his people strength and courage.
blessed be god (e.t. alleluia)!

the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is said.

Collect
o God, who year by year renew for us the day
when this your holy temple was consecrated,
hear the prayers of your people
and grant that in this place
for you there may always be pure worship
and for us, fullness of redemption.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

the creed is said.

Prayer over the offerings
Recalling the day when you were pleased
to fill your house with glory and holiness, o lord,
we pray that you may make of us
a sacrificial offering always acceptable to you.
Through Christ our lord.
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Preface: The mystery of the Temple of God, which is the Church.
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holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .

text without music:

v. The lord be with you.
r. and with your spirit.

v. lift up your hearts.
r. We lift them up to the Lord.

v. let us give thanks to the lord our God.
r. it is right and just.

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God,
through Christ our lord.

For in this visible house that you have let us build
and where you never cease to show favor
to the family on pilgrimage to you in this place,
you wonderfully manifest and accomplish
the mystery of your communion with us.

here you build up for yourself the temple that we are
and cause your Church, spread throughout the world,
to grow ever more and more as the lord’s own Body,
till she reaches her fullness in the vision of peace,
the heavenly city of Jerusalem.

and so, with the countless ranks of the blessed,
in the temple of your glory we praise you,
we bless you and proclaim your greatness, as we acclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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Communion antiphon cf. 1 cor 3: 16-17
you are the temple of god, and the Spirit of god dwells in you.
the temple of god, which you are, is holy (e.t. alleluia).

Prayer after Communion
may the people consecrated to you, o lord, we pray,
receive the fruits and joy of your blessing,
that the festive homage
they have offered you today in the body
may redound upon them as a spiritual gift.
Through Christ our lord.

Blessing at the end of mass
may God, the lord of heaven and earth,
who has gathered you today
in memory of the dedication of this church,
make you abound in heavenly blessings.
r. amen.

and may he, who has willed that all his scattered children
be gathered together in his son,
grant that you may become his temple
and the dwelling place of the holy spirit.
r. amen.

Thus, may you be made thoroughly clean,
so that God may dwell within you
and you may possess with all the saints
the inheritance of eternal happiness.
r. amen.

and may the blessing of almighty God,
the Father, and the son, X and the holy spirit,
come down on you and remain with you for ever.
r. amen.
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ii. outside the Church that was Dedicated

entrance antiphon cf. rev 21: 2
i saw the holy city, a new Jerusalem,
coming down out of heaven from god
prepared like a bride adorned for her husband (e.t. alleluia).

or: cf. rev 21: 3

behold god’s dwelling with the human race.
he will dwell with them
and they will be his people,
and god himself with them will be their god (e.t. alleluia).

the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is said.

Collect
o God, who from living and chosen stones
prepare an eternal dwelling for your majesty,
increase in your Church the grace you have bestowed,
so that by unceasing growth
your faithful people may build up the heavenly Jerusalem.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

or:

o God, who were pleased to call your Church the Bride,
grant that the people that serves your name
may revere you, love you and follow you,
and may be led by you
to attain your promises in heaven.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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Prayer over the offerings
accept, we pray, o lord, the offering made here
and grant that by it those who seek your favor
may receive in this place
the grace of the sacraments
and an answer to their prayers.
Through Christ our lord.

Preface: The mystery of the Church, the Bride of Christ and Temple of the spirit.
v. The lord be with you.
r. and with your spirit.

v. lift up your hearts.
r. We lift them up to the Lord.

v. let us give thanks to the lord our God.
r. it is right and just.

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God.

For in your benevolence you are pleased
to dwell in this house of prayer
in order to perfect us as the temple of the holy spirit,
supported by the perpetual help of your grace
and resplendent with the glory of a life acceptable to you.

Year by year you sanctify the Church, the Bride of Christ,
foreshadowed in visible buildings,
so that, rejoicing as the mother of countless children,
she may be given her place in your heavenly glory.

and so, with all the angels and saints,
we praise you, as without end we acclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .

text with music, pp. 988-989.
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Communion antiphon cf. 1 pt 2: 5
be built up like living stones,
into a spiritual house, a holy priesthood (e.t. alleluia).

or: cf. Mt 21: 13; Lk 11: 10

My house shall be a house of prayer, says the Lord:
in that house, everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds,
and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened (e.t. alleluia).

Prayer after Communion
o God, who chose to foreshadow for us
the heavenly Jerusalem
through the sign of your Church on earth,
grant, we pray,
that, by our partaking of this sacrament,
we may be made the temple of your grace
and may enter the dwelling place of your glory.
Through Christ our lord.
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COmmON Of The blesseD VIRgIN maRy

these Masses are also used for celebrating the Memorial of the blessed virgin Mary on 
Saturday, and in votive Masses of the blessed virgin Mary. in all the prayers, where the word 
“commemoration” is found, “memorial” may also be used, as appropriate.

i. in ordinary Time
these formularies may be used in accordance with the norms, even in Lent, should a celebration 
of the blessed virgin Mary occur that is duly inscribed in a proper calendar.

1

entrance antiphon
hail, holy Mother, who gave birth to the King
who rules heaven and earth for ever.

Collect
Grant, lord God, that we, your servants,
may rejoice in unfailing health of mind and body,
and, through the glorious intercession of Blessed mary ever-Virgin,
may we be set free from present sorrow
and come to enjoy eternal happiness.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Receive, o lord, we ask, the prayers of your people
with the sacrificial offerings,
that, through the intercession of Blessed mary,
the mother of your son,
no petition may go unanswered,
no request be made in vain.
Through Christ our lord.

or:
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may the humanity of your only Begotten son
come, o lord, to our aid,
and may he, who at his birth from the Blessed Virgin
did not diminish but consecrated her integrity,
by taking from us now our wicked deeds,
make our oblation acceptable to you.
Through Christ our lord.

preface i of the blessed virgin Mary (for votive Masses: and to praise, bless, and glorify your 
name in veneration of), p. 590, or ii, p. 592.

Communion antiphon cf. Lk 11: 27
blessed is the womb of the virgin Mary,
which bore the Son of the eternal father.

Prayer after Communion
as we receive this heavenly sacrament,
we beseech, o lord, your mercy,
that we, who rejoice in commemorating the Blessed Virgin mary,
may by imitating her
serve worthily the mystery of our redemption.
Through Christ our lord.

2

entrance antiphon
blessed are you, o virgin Mary, who bore the creator of all things.
you became the Mother of your Maker, 
and you remain for ever virgin.

Collect
Grant us, o merciful God,
protection in our weakness,
that we, who keep the memorial of the holy mother of God,
may, with the help of her intercession,
rise up from our iniquities.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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Prayer over the offerings
as we honor the memory of the mother of your son,
we pray, o lord,
that the oblation of this sacrifice
may, by your grace, make of us an eternal offering to you.
Through Christ our lord.

preface i of the blessed virgin Mary (for votive Masses: and to praise, bless, and glorify your 
name in veneration of), p. 590, or ii, p. 592.

Communion antiphon Lk 1: 49
he who is mighty has done great things for me,
and holy is his name.

Prayer after Communion
having been made partakers of eternal redemption,
we pray, o lord,
that we, who commemorate the mother of your son,
may glory in the fullness of your grace
and experience its continued increase for our salvation.
Through Christ our lord.

3

entrance antiphon cf. Jdt 13: 18-19
blessed are you, o virgin Mary, by the Lord god Most high,
above all women on the earth;
for he has so exalted your name,
that your praise shall be undying on our lips.

Collect
as we venerate the glorious memory
of the most holy Virgin mary,
grant, we pray, o lord, through her intercession,
that we, too, may merit to receive
from the fullness of your grace.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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Prayer over the offerings
We offer you the sacrifice of praise, o lord,
as we rejoice in commemorating the mother of your son;
grant, we pray,
that through this most holy exchange
we may advance towards eternal redemption.
Through Christ our lord.

preface i of the blessed virgin Mary (for votive Masses: and to praise, bless, and glorify your 
name in veneration of), p. 590, or ii, p. 592.

Communion antiphon cf. Lk 1: 48
all generations will call me blessed,
for god has looked on his lowly handmaid.

Prayer after Communion
Renewed with this heavenly food,
we humbly implore you, lord,
that, having received your son, born of the tender Virgin,
under sacramental signs,
we may profess him in words
and hold fast to him in deeds.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

4

entrance antiphon cf. ps 45 (44): 13, 15, 16
all the richest of the people long to see your face:
behind her, her maiden companions are escorted to the King;
her attendants are escorted to you amid gladness and joy.

Collect
Pardon the faults of your servants, we pray, o lord,
that we, who cannot please you by our own deeds,
may be saved through the intercession
of the mother of your son and our lord.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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Prayer over the offerings
accept, o lord, the offerings we bring you
and grant that, enlightened by the holy spirit
and encouraged by the example of the Blessed Virgin mary,
our hearts may always seek out  

and treasure the things that are yours.
Through Christ our lord.

preface i of the blessed virgin Mary (for votive Masses: and to praise, bless, and glorify your 
name in veneration of), p. 590, or ii, p. 592.

Communion antiphon
praise the Lord our god,
for in Mary his handmaid
he has fulfilled his promise of mercy to the house of israel.

Prayer after Communion
having received the sacrament of salvation and of faith,
we humbly beseech you, o lord,
that we, who devoutly honor the Blessed Virgin mary,
may be worthy to share with her in the charity of heaven.
Through Christ our lord.

5

entrance antiphon cf. Lk 1: 28, 42
hail, Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with you.
blessed are you among women,
and blessed is the fruit of your womb.

Collect
o God, who chose the Blessed Virgin mary,
foremost among the poor and humble,
to be the mother of the savior,
grant, we pray, that, following her example,
we may offer you the homage of sincere faith
and place in you all our hope of salvation.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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Prayer over the offerings
Receive, o lord, the offerings of our devotion,
and grant that we, who celebrate
your son’s work of boundless charity,
may, through the example of the Blessed Virgin mary,
be confirmed in love of you and of our neighbor.
Through Christ our lord.

preface i of the blessed virgin Mary (for votive Masses: and to praise, bless, and glorify your 
name in veneration of), p. 590, or ii, p. 592.

Communion antiphon cf. ps 87 (86): 3; Lk 1: 49
glorious things are spoken of you, o virgin Mary,
for he who is mighty has done great things for you.

Prayer after Communion
Grant to your Church, o lord,
that, strengthened by the power of this sacrament,
she may eagerly walk in the pathways of the Gospel,
until she reaches the blessed vision of peace,
which the Virgin mary, your lowly handmaid,
already enjoys eternally in glory.
Through Christ our lord.

6

entrance antiphon
the rod of Jesse has blossomed;
the virgin has brought forth one who is both god and man.
god has restored peace,
reconciling in himself the depths and the heights.

Collect
may the venerable intercession of Blessed mary ever-Virgin
come to our aid, we pray, o lord,
and free us from every danger,
so that we may rejoice in your peace.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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Prayer over the offerings
We offer you, o lord,
these offerings of conciliation and praise,
humbly asking that,
following the example of the Blessed Virgin mary,
we may present our very selves
as a holy sacrifice pleasing to you.
Through Christ our lord.

preface i of the blessed virgin Mary (for votive Masses: and to praise, bless, and glorify your 
name in veneration of), p. 590, or ii, p. 592.

Communion antiphon ps 45 (44): 3
graciousness is poured out upon your lips,
for god has blessed you for ever more.

Prayer after Communion
having nourished us with heavenly food, o lord,
grant that, according to the example of the Blessed Virgin mary,
we may serve you in purity of life
and magnify you, with her, in wholehearted praise.
Through Christ our lord.

7

entrance antiphon cf. Lk 1: 47-48
Mary said: My spirit rejoices in god my Savior,
because the Lord has looked on his lowly handmaid.

Collect
o God, who were pleased to choose Blessed mary
as the virginal chamber where your Word would dwell,
grant, we pray, that under her protection,
we may participate joyfully in her commemoration.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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Prayer over the offerings
may the offerings your people make
in commemoration of Blessed mary
be acceptable to you, o lord,
for by her virginity she pleased you
and in humility conceived your son, our lord.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

preface i of the blessed virgin Mary (for votive Masses: and to praise, bless, and glorify your 
name in veneration of), p. 590, or ii, p. 592.

Communion antiphon Lk 2: 19
Mary treasured all these words,
reflecting on them in her heart.

Prayer after Communion
having been made partakers of this spiritual food,
we pray, o lord our God,
that, steadily imitating the Blessed Virgin mary,
we may always be found intent on service of the Church
and may know the joys of doing your will.
Through Christ our lord.

8

entrance antiphon
happy are you, holy virgin Mary, and most worthy of all praise,
for from you arose the sun of justice, christ our god,
through whom we have been saved and redeemed.

Collect
Grant, we pray, almighty God, that your faithful,
who rejoice under the patronage of the most holy Virgin mary,
may be freed by her motherly intercession
from all evils on earth
and merit the attainment of eternal joys in heaven.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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Prayer over the offerings
look, o lord, upon the prayers and offerings of your faithful,
presented in commemoration of Blessed mary, the mother of God,
that they may be pleasing to you
and may confer on us your help and forgiveness.
Through Christ our lord.

preface i of the blessed virgin Mary (for votive Masses: and to praise, bless, and glorify your 
name in veneration of), p. 590, or ii, p. 592.

Communion antiphon cf. Lk 1: 48
the Lord has looked on his lowly handmaid;
behold, henceforth all generations will call me blessed.

Prayer after Communion
Renewed by the sacrament of salvation,
we humbly beseech you, lord,
that we, who have honored in veneration
the memory of the Blessed Virgin mary, mother of God,
may merit to experience in perpetuity the fruits of your 

redemption.
Through Christ our lord.
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ii. in Advent

entrance antiphon cf. is 45: 8
Drop down dew from above, you heavens,
and let the clouds rain down the Just one;
let the earth be opened and bring forth a Savior.

or: cf. Lk 1: 30-32

the angel said to Mary: you have found favor with god.
behold, you will conceive and bear a son,
and he will be called Son of the Most high.

Collect
o God, who willed that at the message of an angel
your Word should take flesh
in the womb of the Blessed Virgin mary,
grant that we, who pray to you
and believe her to be truly the mother of God,
may be helped by her interceding before you.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

or:

o God, who, fulfilling the promise made to our Fathers,
chose the Blessed Virgin mary
to become the mother of the savior,
grant that we may follow her example,
for her humility was pleasing to you
and her obedience profitable to us.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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Prayer over the offerings
accept, o lord, these offerings,
and by your power change them into the sacrament of salvation,
in which, fulfilling the sacrifices of the Fathers,
is offered the true lamb, Jesus Christ your son,
born of the ever-Virgin mary in a way beyond all telling.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

preface i of the blessed virgin Mary, p. 590, or ii, p. 592. preface ii of advent, p. 536, may 
also be used.

Communion antiphon cf. is 7: 14
behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and his name will be called emmanuel.

Prayer after Communion
may the mysteries we have received,
o lord our God,
always show forth your mercy in us,
that we, who commemorate in faith the mother of your son,
may be saved by his incarnation.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

iii. in Christmas Time

entrance antiphon
in childbirth she brought forth the King, whose name is eternal.
She keeps a mother’s joy with a virgin’s honor.
None like her was seen before, and none thereafter.

or:

o virgin Mother of god,
he whom the whole world cannot contain
cloistered himself within your womb, made man for us.
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Collect
o God, who through the fruitful virginity of Blessed mary
bestowed on the human race the grace of eternal salvation,
grant, we pray,
that we may experience the intercession of her, 
through whom we were found worthy to receive the author of life,
our lord Jesus Christ, your son.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
or:

o God, who willed that your Word, begotten from all eternity,
should come forth from the womb of the Blessed Virgin mary,
grant, we pray, through her intercession,
that he may light up our darkness
with the splendor of his presence,
and from his fullness give us joy and peace.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
as we celebrate the blessed days which you made sacred
by the nativity of your only Begotten son,
born into time as the offspring of the Virgin mary,
we pray, o lord, that this oblation may sanctify us,
and may grant us new birth in him.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

preface i of the blessed virgin Mary, p. 590, or ii, p. 592.

Communion antiphon cf. Lk 11: 27
blessed is the womb of the virgin Mary,
which bore the Son of the eternal father.

Prayer after Communion
Renewed by the Body and Blood of your incarnate Word,
we pray, o lord, that these divine mysteries,
which we have joyfully received
as we commemorate the Blessed Virgin mary,
may make us sharers for eternity in the divinity of your son.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.
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iV. in Easter Time

entrance antiphon cf. ps 30 (29): 12
you have changed my mourning into dancing, o Lord,
and have girded me with joy, alleluia.

Collect
o God, who have been pleased to gladden the world
by the Resurrection of your son our lord Jesus Christ,
grant, we pray,
that through his mother, the Virgin mary,
we may receive the joys of everlasting life.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Receive, holy Father, this offering of our humility,
which we bring you with joy
as we commemorate the Blessed Virgin mary,
and grant, we pray, that it may be for us,
who are joined to the sacrifice of Christ,
our consolation on earth and our eternal salvation.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

preface i of the blessed virgin Mary, p. 590, or ii, p. 592.

Communion antiphon
rejoice, o virgin Mother,
for christ has risen from the tomb, alleluia.

Prayer after Communion
Renewed by this paschal sacrament,
we pray, o lord,
that we, who honor the memory of the mother of your son,
may show forth in our mortal flesh the life of Jesus.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

During easter time, the Mass of the blessed virgin Mary, Queen of apostles, may also be 
used, pp. 1351-1352.
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COmmON Of maRTyRs

i. outside Easter Time

A. For Several martyrs

1

entrance antiphon
the souls of the Saints are rejoicing in heaven,
the Saints who followed the footsteps of christ,
and since for love of him they shed their blood,
they now exult with christ for ever.
or:

holy men shed their glorious blood for the Lord;
they loved christ in their life,
they imitated him in their death,
and therefore were crowned in triumph.

Collect
Grant a joyful outcome to our prayers, o lord,
so that we, who each year
devoutly honor the day of the passion of the holy martyrs n. and n.,
may also imitate the constancy of their faith.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Receive, holy Father, the offerings we bring
in commemoration of the holy martyrs,
and grant that we, your servants,
may be found steadfast in confessing your name.
Through Christ our lord.
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Communion antiphon Lk 22: 28-30
it is you who have stood by me in my trials;
and i confer a kingdom on you, says the Lord,
that you may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom.
or:

See how rich is the Saints’ reward from god;
they died for christ and will live for ever.

Prayer after Communion
o God, who in your holy martyrs
have wonderfully made known the mystery of the Cross,
graciously grant
that, drawing strength from this sacrifice,
we may cling faithfully to Christ
and labor in the Church for the salvation of all.
Through Christ our lord.

2

entrance antiphon cf. ps 34 (33): 20-21
Many are the trials of the just,
but from them all the Lord will rescue them.
the Lord will keep guard over all their bones;
not one of their bones shall be broken.
or: cf. rev 7: 14; Dn 3: 95

these are they who come out of the great ordeal
and have washed their robes in the blood of the Lamb.
for god’s sake they handed their bodies over for punishment,
and they have earned unfading crowns.

Collect
almighty ever-living God,
who gave saints n. and n.
the grace of suffering for Christ,
come, in your divine mercy, we pray,
to the help of our own weakness,
that, as your saints did not hesitate to die for your sake,
we, too, may live bravely in confessing you.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.1052
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Prayer over the offerings
may the sacrifice soon to be consecrated
be acceptable to you, o lord, we pray,
in commemoration of this precious martyrdom,
so that it may cleanse our sins
and commend to you the prayers of your servants.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon cf. Jn 15: 13
greater love has no one
than to lay down his life for his friends, says the Lord.

or: Lk 12: 4

i say to you, my friends:
Do not be afraid of those who kill the body.

Prayer after Communion
Grant us, o lord, we pray,
that, being nourished by the Bread of heaven
and made one Body in Christ,
we may never be separated from his love
and, after the example of your holy martyrs n. and n.,
may bravely overcome all things
for the sake of him who loved us.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

3

entrance antiphon cf. ps 37 (36): 39
from the Lord comes the salvation of the just;
he is their stronghold in time of distress.

or: cf. Wis 3: 6-7, 9

as gold in the furnace, the Lord put his chosen to the test;
as sacrificial offerings he took them to himself;
and in due time they will be honored,
and grace and peace will be with the elect of god.
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Collect
may the sight of the great number
of your holy martyrs gladden us, o lord,
making our faith stronger
and bringing us consolation by the prayers of them all.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

or:

may the prayer of the blessed martyrs n. and n.,
being pleasing to you, o lord,
commend us, we pray,
and confirm us in the profession of your truth.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Receive, we pray, o lord, the offerings of your people
in honor of the passion of your holy martyrs,
and may the gifts that gave blessed n. and n.
courage under persecution
make us, too, steadfast in all trials.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon cf. Mk 8: 35
Whoever loses his life for my sake
and for the sake of the gospel will save it, says the Lord.

or: cf. Wis 3: 4

even if before men, indeed, they be punished,
yet is their hope full of immortality.

Prayer after Communion
Preserve in us your gift, o lord,
and may what we have received at your hands
for the feast day of the blessed martyrs n. and n.
bring us salvation and peace.
Through Christ our lord.
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4

entrance antiphon cf. ps 34 (33): 18
When the just cried out, the Lord heard them
and rescued them in all their distress.

or:

because of the Lord’s covenant and the ancestral laws,
the Saints of god persevered in loving brotherhood,
for there was always one spirit in them, and one faith.

Collect
o God, who gladden us each year
with the feast day of blessed n. and n.,
grant in your mercy
that we, who honor their heavenly birthday,
may also imitate their courage in suffering.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

or:

o God, who bestowed on saints n. and n.
the grace of coming to such surpassing glory,
grant to your servants, we pray,
through your martyrs’ merits,
pardon for their sins and freedom from every trial.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
We bring you sacrificial offerings, o lord,
to commemorate blessed n. and n.,
humbly entreating
that, as you gave them the bright light of holy faith,
so you may grant us pardon and peace.
Through Christ our lord.
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Communion antiphon 2 cor 4: 11
for the sake of Jesus we are given up to death,
that the life of Jesus may be manifested in our mortal flesh.

or: Mt 10: 28

Do not be afraid of those who kill the body
but cannot kill the soul, says the Lord.

Prayer after Communion
Through this heavenly sacrament, o lord,
grant us manifold grace 
on the celebration of the blessed martyrs n. and n.,
that from so great a struggle
we may learn to be united in unwavering patience
and to exult in the victory they won for love of you.
Through Christ our lord.

5

entrance antiphon
the blood of the holy Martyrs
was poured out for christ upon the earth;
therefore they have gained everlasting rewards.

or: cf. Wis 3: 1-2, 3

the souls of the just are in the hand of god
and no torment shall touch them.
they seemed, in the view of the foolish, to be dead,
but they are in peace.

Collect
Grant us in your compassion, o lord, we pray,
an increase of that faith
which brought glory to your holy martyrs n. and n.
as they maintained it even to the shedding of their blood,
and may the same faith bring to us, who truly follow it,
justification in your sight.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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Prayer over the offerings
look with favor, we pray, o lord,
upon these sacrificial gifts offered here
that, celebrating in mystery the Passion of your son,
we may, by following the example of blessed n. and n.,
honor it with loving devotion.
Through Christ our lord.

or:

may this sacrifice, o lord,
which we bring for the triumph of blessed n. and n.,
constantly kindle in our hearts the fire of your love
and prepare them for the rewards
you have promised to those who persevere.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon cf. rom 8: 38-39
Neither death nor life nor any created thing
will be able to separate us from the love of christ.

or: Mt 10: 30, 31

the hairs on your head are counted.
So do not be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows.

Prayer after Communion
having been fed, o lord,
on the commemoration of your blessed martyrs n. and n.,
with the precious Body and Blood of your only Begotten son,
we humbly pray:
grant that by steadfast charity we may abide in you,
draw life from you, and to you be drawn.
Through Christ our lord.
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B. For One martyr

1

entrance antiphon
this holy man fought to the death for the law of his god
and did not fear the words of the godless,
for he was built on solid rock.

or: cf. Wis 10: 12

the Lord granted him a stern struggle,
that he might know that wisdom is mightier than all else.

Collect
almighty and merciful God,
who brought your martyr blessed n.
to overcome the torments of his (her) passion,
grant that we, who celebrate the day of his (her) triumph,
may remain invincible under your protection
against the snares of the enemy.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
sanctify our offerings by your blessing,
o lord, we pray,
and by your grace may we be set afire
with that flame of your love
through which saint n. overcame every bodily torment.
Through Christ our lord.

or:

may the offerings we bring in commemoration of blessed n.
be acceptable to you, we pray, o lord,
so that they may be pleasing to your majesty
just as the shedding of this martyr’s blood
was precious in your sight.
Through Christ our lord.
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Communion antiphon cf. Mt 16: 24
Whoever wishes to come after me, must deny himself,
take up his cross, and follow me, says the Lord.

or: Mt 10: 39

Whoever loses his life for my sake,
will find it in eternity, says the Lord.

Prayer after Communion
may the sacred mysteries of which we have partaken,
o lord, we pray,
give us that determination which made your blessed martyr n.
faithful in your service
and victorious in suffering.
Through Christ our lord.

2

entrance antiphon
this truly is a Martyr,
who shed his (her) blood for the name of christ,
who did not fear the threats of judges
but attained the heavenly kingdom.

or: cf. phil 3: 8, 10

he (She) counted all as loss in order to know christ
and to have a share in his sufferings,
conforming himself (herself) to his death.

Collect
almighty ever-living God,
by whose gift blessed n. fought
for righteousness’ sake even until death,
grant, we pray, through his (her) intercession,
that we may bear every adversity for the sake of your love
and hasten with all our strength towards you who alone are life.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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Prayer over the offerings
most merciful God,
pour out your blessing upon these offerings
and confirm us in the faith
that blessed n. professed by the shedding of his (her) blood.
Through Christ our lord.

or:

We offer you sacrificial gifts, o lord,
to commemorate your blessed martyr n.,
whom no temptation could separate
from the unity of the Body of Christ.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

Communion antiphon cf. Jn 15: 1, 5
i am the true vine and you are the branches, says the Lord.
Whoever remains in me, and i in him, bears fruit in plenty.

or: Jn 8: 12

Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness,
but will have the light of life, says the Lord.

Prayer after Communion
made new by these sacred mysteries, we pray, o lord,
that, imitating the wondrous constancy of blessed n.,
we may merit an eternal reward for suffering endured.
Through Christ our lord.
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ii. During Easter Time

A. For Several martyrs

1

entrance antiphon  cf. Mt 25: 34
come, you blessed of my father; 
receive the kingdom prepared for you 
from the foundation of the world, alleluia.

or:  cf. rev 7:13-14

these who are clothed in white robes
are they who survived the time of great distress
and have washed their robes in the blood of the Lamb, alleluia.

Collect
By the power of the holy spirit
we pray, almighty God:
make us docile in believing the faith
and courageous in confessing it,
just as you granted the blessed martyrs n. and n.
that they might lay down their lives
for the sake of your word and in witness to Jesus.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

or:

o God, from whom faith draws perseverance and  
weakness strength,

grant, through the example and prayers of the martyrs n. and n.,
that we may share in the Passion and Resurrection
of your only Begotten son,
so that with the martyrs
we may attain perfect joy in your presence.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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Prayer over the offerings
in honor of the precious death of your just ones, o lord,
we come to offer that sacrifice
from which all martyrdom draws its origin.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon  cf. rev 2: 7
to the victor i will give the right to eat from the tree of life,
which is in the paradise of my god, alleluia.

or:  cf. ps 33 (32): l

ring out your joy to the Lord, o you just,
for praise is fitting for the upright, alleluia.

Prayer after Communion
as we celebrate by this divine banquet
the heavenly victory of the blessed martyrs n. and n.,
we beseech you, lord, to bestow victory
on those who eat here below of the Bread of life
and to allow them to eat as victors from the tree of life in paradise.
Through Christ our lord.

2

entrance antiphon  cf. rev 12: 11
these are the Saints who were victorious
because of the blood of the Lamb,
and in the face of death refused to cling to life;
therefore they reign with christ for ever, alleluia.

or:  cf. Mt 25: 34

rejoice, you Saints, in the presence of the Lamb;
a kingdom has been prepared for you
from the foundation of the world, alleluia.
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Collect
may the glorious feast day of your blessed martyrs n. and n.
gladden us, we pray, o lord,
for, as they boldly confessed the Passion and Resurrection
of your only Begotten son,
you led them to shed their costly blood in a glorious death.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
look with such serenity and kindness,
we pray, o lord,
upon these present offerings,
that they may be filled with the blessing of the holy spirit
and may stir up in our hearts that powerful love
through which the holy martyrs n. and n.
overcame every bodily torment.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon cf. 2 tm 2: 11-12
if we have died with christ, we shall also live with him;
if we persevere, we shall also reign with him, alleluia.

or: cf. Mt 5: 12

rejoice and be glad,
for your reward will be great in heaven, alleluia.

Prayer after Communion
Renewed by the sustenance of the one Bread, o lord,
on the commemoration of the blessed martyrs n. and n.,
we humbly pray,
that you may confirm us ever in your charity
and make us walk in newness of life.
Through Christ our lord.
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B. For One martyr

entrance antiphon cf. 4 esdr 2: 35
perpetual light will shine on your Saints, o Lord,
and life without end for ever, alleluia.

or:

this is the one who was not deserted by god on the day of struggle
and now wears a crown of victory
for faithfulness to the Lord’s commands, alleluia.

Collect
o God, who were pleased to give light to your Church
by adorning blessed n. with the victory of martyrdom,
graciously grant
that, as he (she) imitated the lord’s Passion,
so we may, by following in his (her) footsteps,
be worthy to attain eternal joys.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Receive, we pray, o lord,
the sacrifice of conciliation and praise
which we offer to your majesty
in commemoration of the blessed martyr n.,
that it may lead us to obtain pardon
and confirm us in perpetual thanksgiving.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon Jn 12: 24
unless a grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies,
it remains just a grain of wheat;
but if it dies, it produces much fruit, alleluia.
or:  ps 116 (115): 15

how precious in the eyes of the Lord
is the death of his holy ones, alleluia.
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Prayer after Communion
We have received your heavenly gifts,
rejoicing at this feast day, o lord;
grant, we pray, that we, who in this divine banquet
proclaim the Death of your son,
may merit to be partakers with the holy martyrs
in his Resurrection and his glory.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

iii. for Missionary Martyrs

A. For Several missionary martyrs

entrance antiphon cf. gal 6: 14; 1 cor 1: 18
May we never boast,
except in the cross of our Lord Jesus christ.
for the word of the cross is the power of god
to us who have been saved (e.t. alleluia).

Collect
We humbly beseech the mercy of your majesty,
almighty and merciful God,
that, as you have poured the knowledge
of your only Begotten son into the hearts of the peoples
by the preaching of the blessed martyrs n. and n.,
so, through their intercession,
we may be made steadfast in the faith.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
as we venerate the passion of your martyrs n. and n.,
grant that through this sacrifice, o lord,
we may proclaim worthily the Death of your only Begotten son,
who, not content with encouraging the martyrs by word,
strengthened them likewise by example.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.
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Communion antiphon Mt 5: 10
blessed are they who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness,
for theirs is the Kingdom of heaven (e.t. alleluia).

or: Mt 10: 32

everyone who acknowledges me before others
i will acknowledge before my heavenly father, 
says the Lord (e.t. alleluia).

Prayer after Communion
having fed upon heavenly delights,
we humbly ask you, o lord,
that by the example of blessed n. and n.
we may bear in our hearts
the marks of your son’s charity and suffering
and ever enjoy the fruit of perpetual peace.
Through Christ our lord.

B. For One missionary martyr

entrance antiphon cf. phil 2: 30
this Saint went as far as death,
handing over his life to destruction
for the work of christ (e.t. alleluia).

Collect
Grant, we pray, almighty God,
that we may follow with due devotion the faith of blessed n.,
who, for spreading the faith,
merited the crown of martyrdom.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
as we commemorate the martyrdom of blessed n., o lord,
we make our offerings at your altar,
praying that we, who celebrate the mysteries of our lord’s Passion,
may imitate what we now do.
Through Christ our lord.
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Communion antiphon Mk 8: 35
Whoever loses his life for the sake of the gospel
will save it, says the Lord (e.t. alleluia).

Prayer after Communion
as we celebrate the heavenly banquet,
we beseech you, lord,
that, in following such a great example of faith,
we may be encouraged by the remembrance of the blessed martyr n.
and led on by his (her) gracious intercession.
Through Christ our lord.

iV. for a Virgin Martyr

entrance antiphon
behold, now she follows the Lamb who was crucified for us,
powerful in virginity, modesty her offering,
a sacrifice on the altar of chastity (e.t. alleluia).
or:

blessed is the virgin 
who by denying herself and taking up her cross
imitated the Lord, the spouse of virgins 
and prince of martyrs (e.t. alleluia).

Collect
o God, who gladden us today
with the annual commemoration of blessed n.,
graciously grant
that we may be helped by her merits,
just as our lives are lit up by the splendor
of her example of chastity and fortitude.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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Prayer over the offerings
may the offerings we bring in celebration of blessed n.
win your gracious acceptance, o lord, we pray,
just as the struggle of her suffering and passion
was pleasing to you.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon rev 7: 17
the Lamb who is at the center of the throne
will lead them to the springs of the waters of life (e.t. alleluia).

Prayer after Communion
o God, who bestowed on blessed n. a crown among the saints
for her twofold triumph of virginity and martyrdom,
grant, we pray, through the power of this sacrament,
that, bravely overcoming every evil,
we may attain the glory of heaven.
Through Christ our lord.

V. for a holy Woman Martyr

entrance antiphon
for the Kingdom of heaven belongs to these women,
who despised life in the world,
and have reached the rewards of the kingdom
and washed their robes in the blood of the Lamb (e.t. alleluia).

Collect
o God, by whose gift strength is made perfect in weakness,
grant to all who honor the glory of blessed n.
that she, who drew from you the strength to triumph,
may likewise always obtain from you
the grace of victory for us.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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Prayer over the offerings
as we joyfully offer, o lord, this day’s sacrifice,
recalling the heaven-sent victory of blessed n.,
we proclaim by it your mighty deeds
and rejoice at having gained her glorious intercession.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon rev 12: 11-12
they did not cling to their lives even in the face of death;
therefore rejoice, you heavens,
and you who dwell in them (e.t. alleluia).

Prayer after Communion
as we draw everlasting joys, o lord,
from our participation in this sacrament
and from the commemoration of blessed n.,
we humbly implore,
that by your gift we may truly understand
what you grant us to enact in diligent service.
Through Christ our lord.
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COmmON Of pasTORs

i. for a Pope or for a bishop

1

entrance antiphon
the Lord chose him for himself as high priest,
and, opening his treasure house,
made him rich in all good things (e.t. alleluia).

or: cf. Sir 50: 1; 44: 16, 22

behold a great priest, who in his days pleased god;
therefore, in accordance with his promise,
the Lord gave him growth for the good of his people (e.t. alleluia).

Collect

for a pope:

almighty ever-living God,
who chose blessed n. to preside over your whole people
and benefit them by word and example,
keep safe, we pray, by his intercession,
the shepherds of your Church
along with the flocks entrusted to their care,
and direct them in the way of eternal salvation.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

for a bishop:

o God, who in blessed n.
were pleased to provide for your Church
the example of a good shepherd,
mercifully grant that through his intercession
we may merit an eternal place in your pastures.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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Prayer over the offerings
accept this sacrifice from your people, we pray, o lord,
and make what is offered for your glory,
in honor of blessed n.,
a means to our eternal salvation.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon cf. Jn 10: 11
the good Shepherd has laid down his life
for his sheep (e.t. alleluia).

Prayer after Communion
may the sacrament we have received, o lord our God,
stir up in us that fire of charity
with which blessed n. burned ardently
as he gave himself unceasingly for your Church.
Through Christ our lord.

2

entrance antiphon cf. Sir 45: 30
the Lord established for him a covenant of peace,
and made him the prince,
that he might have the dignity of the priesthood for ever (e.t. alleluia).

Collect

for a pope:

o God, who gave blessed n. to be shepherd of the whole Church
and made him resplendent with wondrous virtue and teaching,
grant that we, who venerate the merits of such a Bishop,
may shine with good deeds before others
and burn with love before you.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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for a pope:

o God, who made blessed n. the Vicar of Peter
and committed to him the care of the universal Church,
by his intercession keep your beloved flock ever safe,
so that with integrity of faith and perfect charity
your Church may journey to her heavenly homeland.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

for a bishop:

Grant, we pray, almighty God,
that we may venerate fittingly the memory of the Bishop blessed n.,
and, as you willed that his word and example
should benefit those over whom he presided,
so may we always experience
the support of his intercession before you.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Grant our supplication, we pray, o lord,
that this sacrifice we present on the feast day of blessed n.
may be for our good,
since through its offering
you have loosed the offenses of all the world.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon cf. Jn 21: 17
Lord, you know everything:
you know that i love you (e.t. alleluia).

Prayer after Communion
may the power of the gifts we have received, lord God,
on this feast day of blessed n.
fill us with its effects,
both to sustain our mortal life
and to gain us the joy of unending happiness.
Through Christ our lord.
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ii. for a bishop

1

entrance antiphon cf. ez 34: 11, 23-24
i will look after my sheep, says the Lord,
and i will appoint a shepherd to pasture them,
and i, the Lord, will be their god (e.t. alleluia).

or: cf. Lk 12: 42

this is the steward, faithful and prudent,
whom the Lord set over his household
to give them their allowance of food at the proper time (e.t. alleluia).

Collect
almighty ever-living God,
who chose blessed n.
to preside as Bishop over your holy people,
we pray that, by his merits,
you may bestow on us the grace of your loving kindness.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

or:

almighty and eternal God,
who gave your holy Church blessed n. as Bishop,
grant that what he taught when moved by the divine spirit
may always stay firm in our hearts;
and as by your gift we embrace him as our patron,
may we also have him as our defender
to entreat your mercy.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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Prayer over the offerings
look with favor, o lord, we pray,
on the offerings we set upon this sacred altar
on the feast day of blessed n.,
that, bestowing on us your pardon,
our oblations may give honor to your name.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon cf. Jn 15: 16
it was not you who chose me, says the Lord,
but i who chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit, 
fruit that will last (e.t. alleluia).

or:  cf. Lk 12: 36-37

blessed is that servant, whom his lord finds awake
when he comes and knocks at the gate (e.t. alleluia).

Prayer after Communion
Renewed by the sacred mysteries,
we humbly pray, o lord,
that, following the example of blessed n.,
we may strive to profess what he believed
and to practice what he taught.
Through Christ our lord.

2

entrance antiphon  cf. 1 Sm 2: 35
i shall raise up for myself a faithful priest
who will act in accord with my heart and my mind,
says the Lord (e.t. alleluia).

or:  cf. Lk 12: 42

this is the steward, faithful and prudent,
whom the Lord set over his household,
to give them their allowance of food at the proper time (e.t. alleluia).
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Collect
o God, who wonderfully numbered
among your holy shepherds blessed n.,
a man aflame with divine charity
and outstanding for that faith that overcomes the world,
grant, we pray, that through his intercession
we, too, persevering in faith and charity,
may merit to be sharers of his glory.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

or:

lord God, who graciously imbued
blessed n. with heavenly doctrine,
grant, through his intercession,
that we may keep that same teaching faithfully
and express it in what we do.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Receive, o lord, these offerings of your people,
on the feast day of blessed n.,
so that through them, according to our confident hope,
we may experience the help of your loving kindness.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon  Jn 10: 10
i have come that they may have life,
and have it more abundantly, says the Lord (e.t. alleluia).

or:  Mk 16: 17-18

these are the signs that will follow those who believe in me, says the Lord:
they will cast out demons.
they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover (e.t. alleluia).
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Prayer after Communion
Replenished by the sacred Body and the precious Blood of  

your son,
we pray, o lord our God,
that what we celebrate with loving devotion,
may be our sure pledge of redemption.
Through Christ our lord.

iii. for Pastors

A. For Several Pastors

entrance antiphon Jer 3: 15
i will appoint over you shepherds after my own heart,
who will shepherd you wisely and prudently (e.t. alleluia).

or: cf. Dn 3: 84, 87

priests of god, bless the Lord;
praise the Lord, all who are holy and humble of heart (e.t. alleluia).

Collect
o God, who to pasture your people
filled (the Bishops) blessed n. and n. with a spirit of truth and of 

love,
grant that, as we celebrate their feast day with honor,
we may benefit by imitating them
and be given relief through their intercession.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
We offer you a sacrifice of praise
in commemoration of your saints, o lord,
by which we trust to be delivered
from evils both present and to come.
Through Christ our lord.
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Communion antiphon Mt 20: 28
the Son of Man did not come to be served but to serve,
and to give his life as a ransom for many (e.t. alleluia).

Prayer after Communion
We have received this heavenly sacrament, o lord,
as we commemorate your saints n. and n.;
grant, we pray, that what we celebrate in time
we may attain with eternal joy.
Through Christ our lord.

B. For One Pastor

1

entrance antiphon cf. ps 132 (131): 9
your priests, o Lord, shall be clothed with justice;
your holy ones shall ring out their joy (e.t. alleluia).

Collect
We humbly ask you, almighty God,
that at the intercession of (the Bishop) blessed n.
you may multiply your gifts among us
and order our days in peace.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Receive, o lord, we pray,
the offerings placed on your altar
in commemoration of blessed n.,
so that, as you brought him glory,
you may, through these sacred mysteries,
grant to us your pardon.
Through Christ our lord.

1078	 	COMMONS



Communion antiphon cf. Mt 24: 46-47
blessed is the servant whom the Lord finds watching
when he comes. amen i say to you:
he will put that servant in charge of all his property (e.t. alleluia).

or:  Lk 12: 42

this is the steward, faithful and prudent,
whom the Lord set over his household,
to give them their allowance of food at the proper time (e.t. alleluia).

Prayer after Communion
may partaking at the heavenly table, almighty God,
confirm and increase strength from on high
in all who celebrate the feast day of blessed n.,
that we may preserve in integrity the gift of faith
and walk in the path of salvation you trace for us.
Through Christ our lord.

2

entrance antiphon  cf. Lk 4: 18
the Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
for he has anointed me
and sent me to preach the good news to the poor,
to heal the broken-hearted (e.t. alleluia).

or:  cf. Sir 45: 20

the Lord chose him as a priest for himself,
to offer him a sacrifice of praise (e.t. alleluia).

Collect
o God, light of the faithful and shepherd of souls,
who set (the Bishop) blessed n. in the Church
to feed your sheep by his words and form them by his example,
grant that through his intercession
we may keep the faith he taught by his words
and follow the way he showed by his example.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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Prayer over the offerings
We humbly implore your majesty, almighty God,
that, just as the offerings made in honor of blessed n.
bear witness to the glory of divine power,
so they may impart to us the effects of your salvation.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon  Mt 28: 20
behold, i am with you always,
even to the end of the age, says the Lord (e.t. alleluia).

Prayer after Communion
may the mysteries we have received, o lord,
prepare us, we pray, for the eternal joys
that, as a faithful steward, blessed n. came to deserve.
Through Christ our lord.

or:

make us, who have been nourished
by this sacred meal, almighty God,
always follow the example of blessed n.
in serving you with constant devotion
and assisting all with untiring charity.
Through Christ our lord.
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iV. for founders of Churches

A. For One Founder

entrance antiphon cf. is 59: 21; 56: 7
thus says the Lord: My words, which i have put into your mouth,
will remain for ever on your lips
and your gifts will be accepted on my altar (e.t. alleluia).

Collect
almighty and merciful God,
who were pleased to enlighten our forebears
by the preaching of blessed n.,
grant, we pray,
that, glorying in the name of Christian,
we may show continually in our deeds the faith that we profess.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

or:

look, o lord, upon your family,
which (the Bishop) blessed n.
engendered by the Word of truth
and fed with the sacrament of life,
that your grace, which has made them faithful through his 

ministry,
may through his prayers make them fervent in charity.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Grant our supplication, we pray, almighty God,
that these sacrificial offerings of your people,
which we bring you in commemoration of blessed n.,
you may graciously mingle with the gifts of heaven.
Through Christ our lord.
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Communion antiphon cf. Mk 10: 45
the Son of Man has come to give his life
as a ransom for many (e.t. alleluia).

or: 1 cor 3: 11

No one can lay a foundation
other than the one that is there,
namely, Jesus christ (e.t. alleluia).

Prayer after Communion
as we rejoice at the feast day of blessed n.,
we have received the pledge of eternal redemption, o lord,
and we pray that it may be of help to us,
both now and for the life to come.
Through Christ our lord.

B. For Several Founders

entrance antiphon
these are the holy men
whom the Lord chose in his own perfect love;
to them he gave eternal glory;
their teaching is a light for the church (e.t. alleluia).

Collect
o lord, who through the apostolic ministry of saints n. and n.
gave your Church the beginnings of religion,
look on her with kindness
and grant her, we pray, through their intercession,
constant increase in Christian devotion.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

or:
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o God, who called our forebears
by the preaching of (the Bishops) blessed n. and n.
into the wonderful light of the Gospel,
grant that through their intercession
we may grow in grace and in the knowledge
of our lord Jesus Christ, your son.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Receive, o lord, we pray, the offerings of your people,
which we bring for the feast day of saints n. and n.,
and in your kindness render us fully acceptable
by giving us sincerity of heart.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon cf. Jn 15: 15
i no longer call you slaves,
because a slave does not know what his master is doing.
but i have called you friends,
because i have told you
everything i have heard from my father (e.t. alleluia).

or: 1 pt 2: 9

o chosen people, proclaim the mighty works of him
who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light (e.t. alleluia).

Prayer after Communion
may the savior we have welcomed at this altar, o lord,
gladden us on the feast day of saints n. and n.,
on which, with longing for your favor,
we honor the precious beginnings of our faith
and proclaim your wonders in your saints.
Through Christ our lord.
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V. for Missionaries

for Missionary Martyrs, pp. 1066-1068.

1

entrance antiphon
o chosen people, proclaim the mighty works of him
who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light (e.t. alleluia).

or: ps 18 (17): 50; 22 (21): 23

i will praise you, Lord, among the nations;
i will tell of your name to my kin (e.t. alleluia).

Collect
o God, who through (the Bishop) blessed n.
brought peoples without faith
from darkness to the light of truth,
grant us, through his intercession,
that we may stand firm in faith
and remain constant in the hope of the Gospel he preached.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

or:

almighty ever-living God,
who have made sacred this day’s rejoicing at the glorification of 

blessed n.,
graciously grant
that we may strive always to keep
and to put into practice the faith
which, with unquenchable zeal, he strove to proclaim.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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Prayer over the offerings
look upon the sacrificial gifts we offer, almighty God,
on the feast day of blessed n.,
and grant that we, who celebrate the mysteries of the  

lord’s Passion,
may imitate what we now do.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon  ez 34: 15
i will pasture my sheep;
i myself will give them rest, says the Lord (e.t. alleluia).

or:  Mt 10: 27

What i say to you in the darkness 
speak in the light, says the Lord;
what you hear whispered proclaim on the housetops (e.t. alleluia).

Prayer after Communion
By the power of this mystery, o lord,
confirm your servants in the true faith,
that they may everywhere profess in word and deed
the faith for which blessed n. never ceased to labor
and for which he spent his whole life.
Through Christ our lord.

2
entrance antiphon  cf. is 52: 7

how beautiful upon the mountains are the feet
of him who brings glad tidings of peace,
bearing good news, announcing salvation (e.t. alleluia).

Collect
o God, who gave increase to your Church
through the zeal for religion
and apostolic labors of blessed n.,
grant, through his intercession,
that she may always receive
new growth in faith and in holiness.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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Prayer over the offerings
look with favor on our supplications, o lord,
and free us from every fault,
so that through the purifying action of your grace
we may be cleansed by the very mysteries
through which we render you service.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon Mk 16: 15; Mt 28: 20
go into all the world, and proclaim the gospel.
i am with you always, says the Lord (e.t. alleluia).

or: Jn 15: 4-5

remain in me, as i remain in you, says the Lord.
Whoever remains in me
and i in him bears fruit in plenty (e.t. alleluia).

Prayer after Communion
may the sacrament we have received, o lord our God,
nourish in us that faith
taught by the preaching of the apostles
and kept safe by the labors of blessed n.
Through Christ our lord.

3

entrance antiphon  ps 96 (95): 3-4
tell among the nations his glory,
and his wonders among all the peoples,
for the Lord is great and highly to be praised (e.t. alleluia).

1086	 	COMMONS



Collect
o God, by whose untold mercy
blessed n. preached the good news
of the unfathomable riches of Christ,
grant that through his intercession
we may grow in knowledge of you
and, bearing fruit in every good work,
faithfully walk in your presence,
in accord with the truth of the Gospel.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
as we celebrate the memory of blessed n.,
we pray, o lord, that you may pour out your blessing from heaven
on these offerings we have made to you,
so that in partaking of them
we may be without fault
and be replenished with heavenly food.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon  cf. Lk 10: 1, 9
the Lord sent out disciples
to proclaim throughout the towns:
the kingdom of god is at hand for you (e.t. alleluia).

or:  cf. Mt 13: 8, 23

this is the seed that fell on rich soil:
those who with a good and perfect heart
patiently bring forth fruit (e.t. alleluia).

Prayer after Communion
may your holy gifts which we have received
fill us with life, o lord,
so that we, who rejoice in commemorating blessed n.,
may also profit from his example of apostolic virtue.
Through Christ our lord.
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COmmON Of DOCTORs Of The ChURCh

1

entrance antiphon cf. Sir 15: 5
in the midst of the church he opened his mouth,
and the Lord filled him with the spirit of wisdom and understanding
and clothed him in a robe of glory (e.t. alleluia).

or:  ps 37 (36): 30-31

the mouth of the just man utters wisdom,
and his tongue tells forth what is just;
the law of his god is in his heart (e.t. alleluia).

Collect
almighty and eternal God,
who gave your holy Church blessed n. as Doctor (and Bishop),
grant that what he taught when moved by the divine spirit
may always stay firm in our hearts;
and, as by your gift we embrace him as our patron,
may we also have him as our defender to entreat your mercy.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
may the sacrifice which we gladly present on the feast day of 

blessed n.,
be pleasing to you, o God,
for, taught by him, we, too, give ourselves entirely to you in praise.
Through Christ our lord.
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Communion antiphon cf. Lk 12: 42
behold a faithful and prudent steward
to give them their allowance of food at the proper time (e.t. alleluia).

or: cf. ps 1: 2-3

he who ponders the law of the Lord day and night
will yield his fruit in due season (e.t. alleluia).

Prayer after Communion
Through Christ the teacher, o lord,
instruct those you feed with Christ, the living Bread,
that on the feast day of blessed n. they may learn your truth
and express it in works of charity.
Through Christ our lord.

2

entrance antiphon cf. Dn 12: 3
those who are wise will shine brightly
like the splendor of the firmament
and those who lead the many to justice
shall be like the stars for ever (e.t. alleluia).

or: cf. Sir 44: 15, 14

Let the peoples recount the wisdom of the Saints,
and let the church proclaim their praise.
their names will live on and on (e.t. alleluia).

Collect
lord God, who graciously imbued blessed n. with 

heavenly doctrine,
grant, through his intercession,
that we may keep that same teaching faithfully
and express it in what we do.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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Prayer over the offerings
as we celebrate the divine mysteries,
o lord, we pray,
may the holy spirit fill us with that light of faith
by which he constantly enlightened blessed n.
for the spreading of your glory.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon cf. 1 cor 1: 23-24
We proclaim christ crucified;
christ, the power of god and the wisdom of god (e.t. alleluia).

Prayer after Communion
Refreshed by heavenly food,
we humbly implore you, o lord,
that, attentive to the teaching of blessed n.,
we may abide at all times in thanksgiving
for the gifts we have received.
Through Christ our lord.
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COmmON Of VIRgINs

for a virgin Martyr, pp. 1068-1069.

i. for Several Virgins

entrance antiphon cf. ps 148: 12-14
Let the virgins praise the name of the Lord,
for his name alone is exalted;
his splendor is above heaven and earth (e.t. alleluia).

or: cf. ps 45 (44): 16

the virgins to the King are escorted amid gladness and joy;
they are led within the temple to the Lord and King (e.t. alleluia).

Collect
Bestow your mercy upon us, lord, we pray,
that, as we rejoice with loving devotion
on the feast day of the Virgins blessed n. and n.,
so by your gift we may know the eternal delight of their company.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
as we proclaim your wonders, o lord,
in the commemoration of the holy Virgins n. and n.,
we bring you these offerings and prayers;
grant, we ask,
that, as their merits are pleasing to you,
so, too, our dutiful service may find favor in your sight.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon cf. Mt 25: 10
the bridegroom has come, and the virgins who were ready
have gone with him into the wedding feast (e.t. alleluia).

or: Jn 14: 21, 23

Whoever loves me will be loved by my father,
and i will come to him and reveal myself to him (e.t. alleluia).
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Prayer after Communion
may the mysteries we have received, o lord,
on this feast day of the Virgins blessed n. and n.
constantly bestir and enlighten us, we pray,
so that we may stand ready for the coming of your son
and be admitted to his wedding feast on high.
Through Christ our lord.

ii. for one Virgin

1

entrance antiphon
here is a wise virgin, from among the number of the prudent,
who went forth with lighted lamp to meet christ (e.t. alleluia).

or:

how beautiful you are, o virgin of christ,
who were worthy to receive the Lord’s crown,
the crown of perpetual virginity (e.t. alleluia).

Collect
hear us, God our savior,
that, as we rejoice in commemorating the Virgin blessed n.,
we may be instructed by her loving devotion.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
as we proclaim your wonders, o lord,
in the Virgin blessed n.,
we humbly implore your majesty
that, as her merits are pleasing to you,
so, too, our dutiful service may find favor in your sight.
Through Christ our lord.

1092	 	COMMONS



Communion antiphon cf. Mt 25: 6
behold, the bridegroom is coming;
come out to meet christ the Lord (e.t. alleluia).

or: cf. ps 27 (26): 4

there is one thing i ask of the Lord, only this do i seek:
to live in the house of the Lord all the days of my life (e.t. alleluia).

Prayer after Communion
Renewed by partaking of this divine gift,
we pray, o lord our God,
that by the example of the blessed n.,
bearing in our body the Death of Jesus,
we may strive to hold fast to you alone.
Through Christ our lord.

2

entrance antiphon
Let us rejoice and exult for joy:
for the Lord of all has shown his love
for a holy and glorious virgin (e.t. alleluia).

or:

here is a wise virgin whom the Lord found watching;
when they took up their lamps
she brought oil with her
and when the Lord came
she went in with him to the wedding feast (e.t. alleluia).

Collect
lord God, who gave the holy Virgin n. gift upon gift from heaven,
grant, we pray,
that, imitating her virtues on earth,
we may delight with her in the joys of eternity.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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or, for a virgin foundress:

Grant, o lord our God,
that the Virgin blessed n., your faithful spouse,
may stir up in our hearts the flame of divine love,
which she inspired in other virgins
to the enduring glory of your Church.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
may we receive, o lord, we pray,
the effects of this offering dedicated to you,
so that we may be cleansed from old earthly ways
and, through the example of blessed n.,
be renewed by growth in heavenly life.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon cf. Mt 25: 4, 6
the five wise virgins brought flasks of oil with their lamps.
then at midnight, the cry went up:
behold, the bridegroom is coming;
come out to meet christ the Lord (e.t. alleluia).

Prayer after Communion
may the holy reception of the Body and Blood
of your only Begotten son, o lord,
turn us away from the cares of this fleeting world,
so that, following the example of blessed n.,
we may grow in sincere love for you on earth
and rejoice to behold you for eternity in heaven.
Through Christ our lord.
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3

entrance antiphon
come, bride of christ, receive the crown,
which the Lord has prepared for you for eternity (e.t. alleluia).

or:

for love of the Lord Jesus christ,
she despised the kingdom of the world 
and all worldly things (e.t. alleluia).

Collect
o God, who declare that you abide in hearts that are pure,
grant that through the intercession of the Virgin blessed n.
we may be so fashioned by your grace,
that we become a dwelling pleasing to you.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

or:

hear our prayers, we ask, o lord,
that we, who devoutly honor the virtue of the Virgin blessed n.,
may be worthy to abide in love of you
and to grow in it always until the end.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Receive, o lord, the homage of our humble service,
which we present to you
in commemoration of the Virgin blessed n.,
and grant through the one unblemished sacrifice
that we may constantly burn
with devoted and holy love in your sight.
Through Christ our lord.
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Communion antiphon cf. Lk 10: 42
the wise virgin has chosen the better part,
and it will not be taken from her (e.t. alleluia).

or: Mt 25: 6

at midnight, the cry went up:
behold, the bridegroom is coming; come out to meet him (e.t. alleluia)!

Prayer after Communion
Renewed by heavenly Bread,
we humbly beseech your mercy, o lord,
that we, who rejoice in commemorating blessed n.,
may obtain pardon for our offenses,
health for our bodies,
and grace and eternal glory for our souls.
Through Christ our lord.
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COmmON Of hOly meN aND WOmeN

the following Masses, if indicated for a particular category of Saints, are used for Saints of that 
category. other Masses, however, may be used for all categories of Saints.

i. for All Categories of Saints

A. For Several Saints

1

entrance antiphon cf. ps 145 (144): 10-11
May all your works thank you, o Lord,
and all your holy ones bless you.
they shall speak of the glory of your reign,
and declare your mighty deeds (e.t. alleluia).

Collect
almighty and eternal God,
who by glorifying the saints,
bestow on us fresh proofs of your love,
graciously grant
that, commended by their intercession  

and spurred on by their example,
we may be faithful in imitating your only Begotten son.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Give favorable hearing to our prayers, o lord, we pray,
and safeguard us through the intercession of your saints,
that we may give worthy service at your altar.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon  cf. ps 68 (67): 4
the just shall rejoice at the presence of god;
they shall exult with glad rejoicing (e.t. alleluia).
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or:  Lk 12: 37

blessed are those servants
whom the lord finds vigilant on his arrival.
amen, i say to you:
he will gird himself, seat them at table,
and proceed to wait on them (e.t. alleluia).

Prayer after Communion
almighty ever-living God,
Father of all consolation and peace,
grant your family,
gathered to praise your name in celebration of the saints,
that through the mysteries of your only Begotten son,
which they have here received,
they may obtain the pledge of eternal redemption.
Through Christ our lord.

2

entrance antiphon  cf. ps 64 (63): 11
the just will rejoice in the Lord and hope in him,
and all upright hearts will be praised (e.t. alleluia).

Collect
o God, who see that in our weakness we fail,
mercifully restore us to your love by the example of your saints.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Grant us, we pray, almighty God,
that the humble offering we make
may be pleasing to you in honor of your saints
and may purify us both in body and in mind.
Through Christ our lord.
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Communion antiphon cf. Jn 12: 26
Whoever serves me must follow me,
and where i am, there also will my servant be (e.t. alleluia).

Prayer after Communion
on the heavenly birthday of your saints, we pray, o lord,
that we, who are nourished by the gift of this sacrament,
may delight for all eternity
in the good things with which even now
by your grace you nurture us.
Through Christ our lord.

3

entrance antiphon cf. ps 92 (91): 13-14
the just will flourish like the palm tree,
and grow like a Lebanon cedar,
planted in the house of the Lord,
in the courts of the house of our god (e.t. alleluia).

Collect
may the prayer and integrity of the saints,
o lord, we pray,
obtain help for your faithful,
that they may gain a share in the eternal inheritance
of those whom they celebrate with devotion.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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Prayer over the offerings
Give to those who make
sacrificial offerings at your altar, o lord,
that spirit of devotion
which you instilled in your saints,
so that we may approach these sacred rites
with a pure mind and a fervent heart
and celebrate a sacrifice that is pleasing to you
and ensures your favor for us.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon Mt 11: 28
come to me, all who labor and are burdened,
and i will refresh you, says the Lord (e.t. alleluia).

Prayer after Communion
may the communion in your sacrament that we have consumed, 
save us, o lord,
and confirm us in the light of your truth.
Through Christ our lord.

4

entrance antiphon Jer 17: 7-8
blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord,
whose hope is the Lord.
he is like a tree planted beside the waters
that stretches out its roots to the stream:
it fears not the heat when it comes (e.t. alleluia).

Collect
Grant, we pray, almighty God,
that the example of your saints may spur us on to a better life,
so that we, who celebrate the memory of blessed n. and n.,
may also imitate without ceasing their deeds.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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Prayer over the offerings
as we make our offerings at this sacred altar, o lord,
on the feast day of your saints,
we ask your mercy,
that this oblation may render you supreme glory
and win for us an abundance of your grace.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon Jn 15: 9
as the father loves me, so i also love you;
remain in my love, says the Lord (e.t. alleluia).

Prayer after Communion
We pray, o lord our God,
that the divine mysteries,
which we celebrate in commemoration of your saints,
may bring about in us salvation and eternal peace.
Through Christ our lord.

B. For One Saint

1

entrance antiphon cf. ps 21 (20): 2-3
in your strength, o Lord, the just one rejoices;
how greatly your salvation makes him glad!
you have granted him his soul’s desire (e.t. alleluia).

Collect
o God, who in your saints have given an example
and brought us protection in our weakness
to help us tread the path of salvation,
mercifully grant
that we, who honor the heavenly birthday of blessed n.,
may, through his (her) example, make our way to you.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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Prayer over the offerings
Through the present oblation, o lord,
which we offer in commemoration of blessed n.,
bestow on your faithful, we pray,
the gifts of unity and peace.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon cf. Mt 16: 24
Whoever wishes to come after me,
must deny himself, take up his cross,
and follow me, says the Lord (e.t. alleluia).

or, for those who served in public office: Mt 6: 33

Seek first the kingdom of god, and his righteousness,
and all these things will be given you besides, says the Lord (e.t. alleluia).

Prayer after Communion
may the sacrament we have received, o lord,
in commemoration of blessed n.,
sanctify our minds and hearts,
that we may merit to be made sharers in the divine nature.
Through Christ our lord.

2

entrance antiphon Mal 2: 6
the law of truth was in his mouth;
no dishonesty was found on his lips.
he walked with me in integrity and peace,
and turned many away from evil (e.t. alleluia).

Collect
o God, who alone are holy
and without whom no one is good,
command, we pray, through the intercession of blessed n.,
that we be numbered among those
who do not deserve to be deprived of your glory.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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Prayer over the offerings
may the sacrifices we offer to your majesty, o lord,
on this feast day of blessed n.
be effective for our salvation
and pleasing to you in your loving kindness.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon Mt 5: 8-9
blessed are the clean of heart, for they shall see god.
blessed are the peacemakers,
for they shall be called children of god (e.t. alleluia).

Prayer after Communion
nourished by these sacred gifts,
we humbly implore you, lord,
that the homage of dutiful service,
which we render on the feast day of blessed n.,
may bring us an increase of your saving grace.
Through Christ our lord.

ii. for Monks and religious

A. For an Abbot

entrance antiphon cf. ps 92 (91): 13-14
the just will flourish like the palm tree,
and grow like a Lebanon cedar,
planted in the house of the Lord,
in the courts of the house of our god (e.t. alleluia).

or: ps 37 (36): 30-31

the mouth of the just man utters wisdom,
and his tongue tells forth what is right.
the law of his god is in his heart (e.t. alleluia).
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Collect
Grant us, o lord,
that amid the uncertainties of this world
we may cling with all our heart to the things of heaven,
for through the abbot blessed n.
you have given us a model of evangelical perfection.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Grant those who approach your altar, o lord,
that spirit of devotion
with which the blessed abbot n. was on fire,
so that, pure of heart and fervent in charity,
we may offer you a worthy sacrifice.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon cf. Lk 12: 42
this is the steward, faithful and prudent,
whom the Lord set over his household,
to give them their allowance of food at the proper time (e.t. alleluia).

or: Mt 23: 11

the greatest among you must be your servant,
says the Lord (e.t. alleluia).

Prayer after Communion
By the power of this sacrament which we have received,
renew our hearts, o lord,
so that by the example of the abbot blessed n.,
being wise in the things above
and not in the things of earth here below,
we may merit to appear in glory with Christ.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.
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B. For a monk

entrance antiphon
Where brothers unite to glorify god,
there the Lord will give blessing (e.t. alleluia).

or: cf. ps 71 (70): 8, 23

Let my mouth be filled with your praise, that i may sing aloud;
my lips shall shout for joy, when i sing to you (e.t. alleluia).

Collect
o God, who in your kindness
called your servant blessed n. to the following of Christ,
grant, we pray, through his intercession,
that, denying ourselves,
we may hold fast to you with all our heart.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Receive, o lord, we pray,
the offerings made for the salvation of your people,
so that through the intercession of blessed n.
we may flee the enticements of sin
and draw near to the company of heaven.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon cf. Lk 8: 15
those who keep god’s word with a good and perfect heart
patiently bring forth fruit (e.t. alleluia).

or: cf. ps 84 (83): 5

blessed are they who dwell in your house,
for ever singing your praise (e.t. alleluia).
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Prayer after Communion
Grant our request, we pray, o lord our God,
that, defended by the protection of blessed n.,
we may live by this sacrament of your wisdom
in serenity and moderation.
Through Christ our lord.

C. For a Nun

entrance antiphon cf. ps 52 (51): 10
i am like a growing olive tree in the house of god.
i trust in the mercy of god, for ever and ever (e.t. alleluia).

or:

i despised the kingdom of the world and all worldly finery
for love of my Lord, Jesus christ,
whom i have seen, whom i have loved,
in whom i have believed, in whom has been my delight (e.t. alleluia).

Collect
o God, who called your handmaid blessed n.
to seek you before all else,
grant that, serving you, through her example and intercession,
with a pure and humble heart,
we may come at last to your eternal glory.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
We bring the offerings of our devotion
to be consecrated by you, o lord,
in commemoration of blessed n.,
for by the consolation you give us in this life
you show that we should not lose hope
of what is promised for eternity.
Through Christ our lord.
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Communion antiphon ps 45 (44): 2
My heart overflows with noble words.
to the king i address the song i have made (e.t. alleluia).

or: Lk 10: 42

one thing is necessary:
she has chosen the better part,
which shall not be taken away from her (e.t. alleluia).

Prayer after Communion
Renewed, o lord, at the wellsprings of salvation,
we humbly entreat you
that through the intercession of blessed n.,
holding more closely day by day to Christ,
we may merit to be coheirs in his Kingdom of grace.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

D. For Religious

1

entrance antiphon cf. ps 16 (15): 5
o Lord, it is you who are my portion and cup;
you yourself who secure my portion (e.t. alleluia).

or, for a Woman religious: cf. hos 2: 21-22

the Lord has taken her as his bride for ever
in faithfulness and mercy (e.t. alleluia).

Collect
o God, by whose gift blessed n.
persevered in imitating Christ, poor and lowly,
grant us through his (her) intercession
that, faithfully walking in our own vocation,
we may reach the perfection
you have set before us in your son.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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Prayer over the offerings
most merciful God,
who were pleased to create in blessed n.
the new man in your image, the old having passed away,
graciously grant, we pray,
that, renewed like him (her),
we may offer you the acceptable sacrifice of conciliation.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon cf. Mt 19: 27-29
amen i say to you: that you who have left all and followed me 
will receive a hundredfold and possess eternal life (e.t. alleluia).

or, for a woman religious: cf. Lam 3: 24-25

the Lord is my portion:
he is good to the soul that seeks him (e.t. alleluia).

Prayer after Communion
By the power of this sacrament, lord, we pray,
lead us always in your love,
through the example of blessed n.,
and bring to fulfillment the good work you have begun in us
until the day of Christ Jesus.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

2

entrance antiphon cf. ps 24 (23): 5-6
these are the holy ones, who have received blessings from the Lord,
and mercy from the god who saves them,
such is the people who seek the Lord (e.t. alleluia).

or: cf. ps 105 (104): 3-4

Let the hearts that seek the Lord rejoice;
turn to the Lord and his strength;
constantly seek his face (e.t. alleluia).
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Collect
o God, who called blessed n.
to seek your Kingdom in this world
through the pursuit of perfect charity,
grant, we pray, through his (her) intercession
that we may advance with joyful spirit along the way of love.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
may these offerings of our service,
placed on your altar in commemoration of blessed n.,
be acceptable to you, o lord, we pray,
and grant that, released from earthly attachments,
we may have our riches in you alone.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon ps 34 (33): 9
taste and see that the Lord is good;
blessed the man who seeks refuge in him (e.t. alleluia).

or: Mt 5: 3

blessed are the poor in spirit,
for theirs is the Kingdom of heaven (e.t. alleluia).

Prayer after Communion
We pray, almighty God,
that we, who are fortified by the power of this sacrament,
may learn through the example of blessed n.
to seek you always above all things
and to bear in this world the likeness of the new man.
Through Christ our lord.
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iii. for Those Who Practiced 
Works of Mercy

entrance antiphon cf. Mt 25: 34, 36, 40
come, you blessed of my father, says the Lord:
i was sick, and you visited me.
amen i say to you: Whatever you did 
for one of the least of my brethren you did it for me (e.t. alleluia).

or: ps 112 (111): 9

open-handed, he gives to the poor;
his justice stands firm for ever.
his might shall be exalted in glory (e.t. alleluia).

Collect
o God, who have taught your Church
to keep all the heavenly commandments
by love of you as God and love of neighbor;
grant that, practicing the works of charity
after the example of blessed n.,
we may be worthy to be numbered among the blessed in your 

Kingdom.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Receive, o lord, the offerings of your people,
and grant that we, who celebrate
your son’s work of boundless charity,
may, by the example of blessed n.,
be confirmed in love of you and of our neighbor.
Through Christ our lord.
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Communion antiphon cf. Jn 15: 13
greater love has no one 
than to lay down his life for his friends (e.t. alleluia).

or: cf. Jn 13: 35

this is how all will know that you are my disciples:
if you have love for one another, says the Lord (e.t. alleluia).

Prayer after Communion
Grant, we pray, o lord,
that we, who are renewed by these sacred mysteries,
may follow the example of blessed n.,
who honored you with tireless devotion
and, by surpassing charity, was of service to your people.
Through Christ our lord.

or:

having fed upon the delights of the sacrament of salvation,  
o lord,

we humbly implore your faithful love,
that, imitating, by your grace, the charity of blessed n.,
we may also be made partakers with him (her) in glory.
Through Christ our lord.

iV. for Educators

entrance antiphon cf. Mk 10: 14
Let the children come to me; do not prevent them,
for the kingdom of god belongs to such as these (e.t. alleluia).

or: cf. Mt 5: 19

Whoever obeys and teaches the commandments of the Lord
will be called great in the Kingdom of heaven, 
says the Lord (e.t. alleluia).
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Collect
o God, who raised up blessed n. in your Church
to show others the way of salvation,
grant us, by his (her) example,
so to follow Christ the master,
that we may come with our neighbor into your presence.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
may the oblation made by your consecrated people
in commemoration of blessed n.
be acceptable to you, we pray, o lord,
and grant that by participation in this mystery
we may reflect the pattern of your love.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon Mt 18: 3
unless you turn and become like children,
you will not enter the Kingdom of heaven, says the Lord (e.t. alleluia).

or: Jn 8: 12

Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness,
but will have the light of life, says the Lord (e.t. alleluia).

Prayer after Communion
may this holy meal give us strength, almighty God,
so that, by the example of blessed n.,
we may show in our hearts and by our deeds
both fraternal charity and the light of truth.
Through Christ our lord.
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V. for holy Women

for a holy Woman Martyr, pp. 1069-1070.

1

entrance antiphon cf. prv 31: 30, 28
the woman who fears the Lord will herself be praised.
her children have called her most blessed,
her husband has sung her praises (e.t. alleluia).

or: cf. prv 31: 20, 27

She reaches out her hands to the needy
and extends her arms to the poor.
She did not eat her food in idleness (e.t. alleluia).

Collect
o God, who gladden us each year with the feast day of blessed n.,
grant, we pray, that we, who are called to honor her,
may also follow her example of holy living.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

or, for several:

Grant, we pray, almighty God,
that the revered intercession of blessed n. and n.
may bring us heavenly aid,
just as their wonderful lives
point the way to salvation for us all.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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Prayer over the offerings
We bring you these sacrificial gifts, o lord,
to commemorate blessed n.,
humbly entreating
that they may bestow on us both pardon and salvation.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon cf. Mt 13: 45-46
the Kingdom of heaven is like a merchant
who travels in search of fine pearls
and who, on finding one of great price,
sold everything and bought it (e.t. alleluia).

Prayer after Communion
may the working of this divine sacrament
enlighten and inflame us, almighty God,
on this feast day of blessed n.,
that we may be ever fervent with holy desires
and abound in good works.
Through Christ our lord.

2

entrance antiphon cf. prv 14: 1-2
behold a wise woman who has built her house.
She feared the Lord and walked in the right path (e.t. alleluia).

Collect
o God, the exaltation of the lowly,
who willed that blessed n. should excel
in the beauty of her charity and patience,
grant, through her merits and intercession,
that, carrying our cross each day,
we may always persevere in love for you.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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or:

Pour out upon us, lord,
the spirit of knowledge and love of you,
with which you filled your handmaid blessed n.,
so that, serving you sincerely in imitation of her,
we may be pleasing to you
by our faith and our works.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
look with favor, o lord,
on the sacrificial offering of your people,
and what they devoutly celebrate in honor of blessed n.
may they experience in its power to save.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon Mt 12: 50
Whoever does the will of my heavenly father
is my brother, and sister, and mother, says the Lord (e.t. alleluia).

Prayer after Communion
We are replenished, o lord, with the gifts
we have received on the feast day of blessed n.;
grant, we pray,
that we may be purified by their effects
and strengthened by the help they bring.
Through Christ our lord.
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RITUAL mASSES



ritual Masses are prohibited on the Sundays of advent, Lent, and easter, on Solemnities, on 
days within the octave of easter, on the commemoration of all the faithful Departed (all 
Souls’ Day), on ash Wednesday and on the weekdays of holy Week. the norms given in the 
ritual books and in connection with the Masses themselves are to be observed.
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i. for ThE ConfErrAL of ThE SACrAMEnTS
of ChriSTiAn iniTiATion

all the prayers given for a man may be adapted for a woman, with the necessary change of 
gender, or adapted for several individuals, with the necessary change to the plural.

1. for ThE ELECTion or EnroLLMEnT of nAMES
the rite of “election” or “enrollment of names” for catechumens who are to be admitted to 
the Sacraments of christian initiation at the easter vigil should be celebrated during the 
Mass of the first Sunday of Lent (pp. 216-219). if, for pastoral reasons, it is celebrated apart 
from this Sunday, the Mass that follows may be used with the color violet on any day except 
those listed in nos. 1-4 of the table of Liturgical Days. the Mass of the friday of the fourth 
Week of Lent may also be used (p. 254).

entrance antiphon  cf. ps 105 (104): 3-4
Let the hearts that seek the Lord rejoice;
turn to the Lord and his strength;
constantly seek his face.

Collect
o God, who though you are ever the cause
of the salvation of the human race
now gladden your people with grace in still greater measure,
look mercifully, we pray, upon your chosen ones,
that your compassionate and protecting help
may defend both those yet to be born anew
and those already reborn.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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Prayer over the offerings
almighty ever-living God,
who restore us by the sacrament of Baptism
to eternal life as we confess your name,
receive, we beseech you,
the offerings and prayers of your servants
and command that those who hope in you
may have their desires fulfilled
and their sins canceled out.
Through Christ our lord.

the preface of the current liturgical time is said.

Communion antiphon  eph 1: 7
in christ, we have redemption by his blood
and forgiveness of our sins, in accord with the riches of his grace.

Prayer after Communion
may this sacrament we have received
purify us, we pray, o lord,
and grant your servants freedom from all blame,
that those bound by a guilty conscience
may glory in the fullness of heavenly remedy.  
Through Christ our lord.
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2. for ThE CELEbrATion of ThE SCruTiniES
these Masses may be used with the color violet when the Scrutinies for the catechumens who are 
to be admitted to the Sacraments of christian initiation at the easter vigil are celebrated at the 
time proper for them, namely, on the third, fourth, and fifth Sundays of Lent. if, however, for 
pastoral reasons, the Scrutinies cannot take place on these Sundays, other appropriate weekdays 
may be chosen in Lent, or, whenever baptism is to be conferred outside the easter vigil, also 
at other times of the year. Nevertheless, in the first Mass of the Scrutinies, the gospel of the 
Samaritan Woman is always read, in the second, that of the Man born blind, in the third, that of 
Lazarus, as given respectively for the third, fourth, and fifth Sundays of Lent.

a

for the first Scrutiny

entrance antiphon  ez 36: 23-26
When i prove my holiness among you,
i will gather you from all the foreign lands
and i will pour clean water upon you
and cleanse you from all your impurities,
and i will give you a new spirit, says the Lord.

or:  cf. is 55: 1

come to the waters, you who are thirsty, says the Lord;
you who have no money, come and drink joyfully.

Collect
Grant, we pray, o lord,
that these chosen ones may come worthily and wisely
to the confession of your praise,
so that in accordance with that first dignity
which they lost by original sin
they may be fashioned anew through your glory.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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Prayer over the offerings
may your merciful grace prepare your servants, o lord,
for the worthy celebration of these mysteries
and lead them to it by a devout way of life.
Through Christ our lord.

the preface of the third Sunday of Lent is said (p. 237).

When the roman canon is used, in the section Memento, Domine (remember, Lord, your 
servants) there is a commemoration of the godparents, and the proper form of the hanc 
igitur (therefore, Lord, we pray), is said.

proper form of Memento, Domine (remember, Lord, your servants):

Remember, lord, your servants
who are to present your chosen ones
for the holy grace of your Baptism,

here the names of the godparents are read out.

and all gathered here,
whose faith and devotion are known to you . . . 

proper form of the hanc igitur (therefore, Lord, we pray):

Therefore, lord, we pray:
graciously accept this oblation
which we make to you for your servants,
whom you have been pleased
to enroll, choose and call for eternal life
and for the blessed gift of your grace.
(Through Christ our lord. amen.)

When eucharistic prayer ii is used, after the words and all the clergy, the following is added:

Remember also, lord, your servants
who are to present these chosen ones
at the font of rebirth.

When eucharistic prayer iii is used, after the words the entire people you have gained for 
your own, the following is added:

assist your servants with your grace,
o lord, we pray,
that they may lead these chosen ones by word and example
to new life in Christ, our lord.
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Communion antiphon  cf. Jn 4: 14
for anyone who drinks it, says the Lord,
the water i shall give will become in him a spring
welling up to eternal life.

Prayer after Communion
Give help, o lord, we pray,
by the grace of your redemption
and be pleased to protect and prepare
those you are to initiate
through the sacraments of eternal life.
Through Christ our lord.
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b

for the Second Scrutiny

entrance antiphon  cf. ps 25 (24): 15-16
My eyes are always on the Lord, for he rescues my feet from the snare.
turn to me and have mercy on me, for i am alone and poor.

Collect
almighty ever-living God,
give to your Church an increase in spiritual joy,
so that those once born of earth
may be reborn as citizens of heaven.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
We place before you with joy these offerings,
which bring eternal remedy, o lord,
praying that we may both faithfully revere them
and present them to you, as is fitting,
for those who seek salvation.
Through Christ our lord.

the preface of the fourth Sunday of Lent is said (p. 247).

the commemoration of the godparents in the eucharistic prayers takes place as above (p. 
1122) and, if the roman canon is used, the proper form of the hanc igitur (therefore, Lord, 
we pray) is said, as in the first Scrutiny (p. 1122).

Communion antiphon  cf. Jn 9: 11, 38
the Lord anointed my eyes; i went, i washed,
i saw and i believed in god.

Prayer after Communion
sustain your family always in your kindness,
o lord, we pray,
correct them, set them in order,
graciously protect them under your rule,
and in your unfailing goodness
direct them along the way of salvation.
Through Christ our lord.
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c

for the Third Scrutiny

entrance antiphon  cf. ps 18 (17): 5-7
the waves of death rose about me;
the pains of the netherworld surrounded me.
in my anguish i called to the Lord;
and from his holy temple he heard my voice.

Collect
Grant, o lord, to these chosen ones
that, instructed in the holy mysteries,
they may receive new life at the font of Baptism
and be numbered among the members of your Church.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
hear us, almighty God,
and, having instilled in your servants
the first fruits of the Christian faith,
graciously purify them by the working of this sacrifice.
Through Christ our lord.

the preface of the fifth Sunday of Lent is said (p. 257).

the commemoration of the godparents in the eucharistic prayers takes place as above (p. 
1122) and, if the roman canon is used, the proper form of the hanc igitur (therefore, Lord, 
we pray) is said, as in the first Scrutiny (p. 1122).

Communion antiphon  cf. Jn 11: 26
everyone who lives and believes in me
will not die for ever, says the Lord.

Prayer after Communion
may your people be at one, o lord, we pray,
and in wholehearted submission to you
may they obtain this grace:
that, safe from all distress,
they may readily live out their joy at being saved
and remember in loving prayer those to be reborn.
Through Christ our lord.

FOR	THE	CELEBRATION	OF	THE	SCRUTINIES		 1125



3. for ThE ConfErrAL of bAPTiSM
the Sacraments of christian initiation are usually conferred on adults during the vigil of the 
holy Night of easter. if, however, they are celebrated apart from the paschal Solemnity because 
of necessity, this Mass may be used with the color white or a festive color on days when ritual 
Masses are permitted.

this Mass may also be said for the conferral of the baptism of infants, under the same 
conditions.

in this Mass, the penitential act, the Kyrie and the creed are omitted. the gloria in excelsis 
(glory to god in the highest), however, is said.

a

entrance antiphon  cf. eph 4: 24
put on the new man,
created in the image of god
in righteousness and holiness of truth (e.t. alleluia).

Collect
o God, who bring us to participate in the mystery
of the Passion and Resurrection of your son,
grant, we pray,
that, strengthened by the spirit of adoption as your children,
we may always walk in newness of life.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
o lord, who have graciously gathered into your priestly people
those you have conformed to the likeness of your son
(and perfected with the seal of chrism),
be pleased, we ask you, 
to look upon them as acceptable sacrifices
and to receive them favorably
together with the offerings of your Church.
Through Christ our lord.
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During easter time, preface ii of easter (p. 560) may be used, and during other periods of 
the year, preface i of the Sundays in ordinary time (p. 572).

When the roman canon is used, in the section Memento Domine (remember, Lord, your 
servants), there is a commemoration of the godparents:

Remember, lord, your servants
who have presented your chosen ones
for the holy grace of your Baptism,

here the names of the godparents are read out.

and all gathered here,
whose faith and devotion are known to you . . .

in the eucharistic prayers, a commemoration of the newly baptized is included according 
to these formulas:

a) in eucharistic prayer i, the proper form of the hanc igitur (therefore, Lord, we pray) is 
said:

Therefore, lord, we pray:
graciously accept this oblation of our service,
that of your whole family,
which we offer you
also for those to whom you have been pleased to give
the new birth of water and the holy spirit,
granting them forgiveness of all their sins
so as to find them in Christ Jesus our lord;
and command that their names be written
in the book of the living.
(Through Christ our lord. amen.)

b) in the intercessions of eucharistic prayer ii, after the words and all the clergy, the following 
is added:

Remember also, lord, the newly baptized
who, through Baptism (and Confirmation),
have today been joined to your family,
that they may follow Christ, your son,
with a generous heart and a willing spirit.
Remember also our brothers and sisters . . .
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c) in the intercessions of eucharistic prayer iii, after the words whom you have summoned 
before you, the following is added:

strengthen, we pray, in their holy purpose
your servants who by the cleansing waters of rebirth
(and the bestowing of the holy spirit)
have today been joined to your people
and grant that they may always walk in newness of life.
in your compassion, o merciful Father,
gather to yourself all your children
scattered throughout the world.
To our departed brothers and sisters . . .

d) in the intercessions of eucharistic prayer iv, the commemoration of the newly baptized 
is inserted in this way:

Therefore, lord, remember now
all for whom we offer this sacrifice:
especially your servant n. our Pope,
n. our Bishop, and the whole order of Bishops,
and all the clergy.
Be mindful, too, of those who take part in this offering,
those gathered here before you,
especially the newly baptized,
whom today you have brought to new birth
by water and the holy spirit,
your entire people,
and all who seek you with a sincere heart.

Communion antiphon  cf. 1 Jn 3: 1
See what love the father has bestowed on us,
that we may be called and may truly be the children of god (e.t. alleluia).

Prayer after Communion
Grant, o lord, we pray,
that, nourished with the sacrament of your son’s Body and Blood,
we may grow in the communion of his spirit
and in love for one another,
and so, through ardent charity,
reach the full stature of the Body of Christ.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.
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b

entrance antiphon  ti 3: 5, 7
god has saved us through the bath
that gives rebirth and renewal in the holy Spirit,
that, justified by his grace, we may become heirs
with the hope of eternal life (e.t. alleluia).

Collect
o God, who bring us to rebirth by the word of life,
grant that, accepting it with a sincere heart,
we may be eager to live by the truth
and may bear abundant fruits of fraternal charity.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
open the door to your supper, o lord,
for those who approach the bread that is prepared
and the wine that has been mixed,
so that, celebrating the heavenly banquet with gladness,
we may be numbered as fellow citizens of the saints
and members of your household.
Through Christ our lord.

During easter time, preface ii of easter (p. 560) may be used, and during other periods of 
the year, preface i of the Sundays in ordinary time (p. 572).

in the eucharistic prayers there are proper intercessions (pp. 1127-1128).

Communion antiphon  cf. 1 Jn 3: 2
Now we are god’s children,
and what we shall be has not yet been revealed (e.t. alleluia).

Prayer after Communion
Grant, o lord,
that by the power of this sacrament
we, who have proclaimed in celebration
the glorious mystery of your son’s Death and Resurrection,
may also profess it by our manner of life.
Through Christ our lord.
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4. for ThE ConfErrAL of ConfirMATion
this Mass is used, with the color red or white, or a festive color, at the conferral of confirmation 
on days when ritual Masses are permitted. the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is 
said. the creed, however, is omitted.

a

entrance antiphon  ez 36: 25-26
thus says the Lord:
i will pour clean water upon you
and i will give you a new heart;
a new spirit i will put within you (e.t. alleluia).

Collect
Grant, we pray, almighty and merciful God,
that the holy spirit, coming near
and dwelling graciously within us,
may make of us a perfect temple of his glory.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

or:

Fulfill for us your gracious promise, o lord, we pray, 
so that by his coming
the holy spirit may make us witnesses before the world
to the Gospel of our lord Jesus Christ.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

other prayers to be used at choice (p. 1134).

Prayer over the offerings
Receive in your mercy, o lord,
the prayers of your servants
and grant that, being conformed more perfectly to your son,
they may grow steadily in bearing witness to him,
as they share in the memorial of his redemption,
by which he gained for us your holy spirit.
Through Christ our lord.

preface i of the holy Spirit (p. 1339) or preface ii (p. 1342) may be used.
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When the roman canon is used, the proper form of the hanc igitur (therefore, Lord, we 
pray) is said:

Therefore, lord, we pray:
graciously accept this oblation of our service,
that of your whole family,
which we offer you
also for those reborn in Baptism,
whom you have been pleased to confirm
by bestowing the holy spirit,
and in your mercy, keep safe in them your grace.
(Through Christ our lord. amen.)

When eucharistic prayer ii is used, after the words and all the clergy, the following is added:

Remember also, lord, your servants
whom you have been pleased to confirm today
by bestowing the holy spirit,
and keep them in your grace.

When eucharistic prayer iii is used, after the words the entire people you have gained for 
your own, the following is added:

Remember also, lord,
your servants reborn in Baptism
whom you have been pleased to confirm
by bestowing the holy spirit,
and in your mercy, keep safe in them your grace.

Communion antiphon  cf. heb 6: 4
rejoice in the Lord, all you who have been enlightened,
who have tasted the gift from heaven
and have been made sharers in the holy Spirit (e.t. alleluia).

Prayer after Communion
accompany with your blessing
from this day forward, o lord,
those who have been anointed with the holy spirit
and nourished by the sacrament of your son,
so that, with all trials overcome,
they may gladden your Church by their holiness
and, through their works and their charity,
foster her growth in the world.
Through Christ our lord.
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solemn Blessing at the end of mass
the bishop, with hands extended over the newly confirmed, says:

may God the Father almighty bless you,
whom he has made his adopted sons and daughters
reborn from water and the holy spirit,
and may he keep you worthy of his fatherly love.
r. amen.

may his only Begotten son,
who promised that the spirit of truth would abide in his Church,
bless you and confirm you by his power
in the confession of the true faith.
r. amen.

may the holy spirit,
who kindles the fire of charity in the hearts of disciples,
bless you and lead you blameless and gathered as one
into the joy of the Kingdom of God.
r. amen.

and he blesses all the people, adding:

and may almighty God bless all of you, who are gathered here,
the Father, X and the son, X and the holy X spirit.
r. amen.
or:

Prayer over the People
the bishop, with hands extended over the newly confirmed and the people, says:

Confirm, o God,
what you have brought about in us,
and preserve in the hearts of your faithful
the gifts of the holy spirit:
may they never be ashamed
to confess Christ crucified before the world
and by devoted charity
may they ever fulfill his commands.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.
r. amen.

and may the blessing of almighty God,
the Father, X and the son, X and the holy X spirit,
come down on you and remain with you for ever.
r. amen.
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b

entrance antiphon  rom 5: 5; cf. 8: 11
the love of god has been poured into our hearts
through the Spirit of god dwelling within us (e.t. alleluia).

Collect
Graciously pour out your holy spirit upon us,
we pray, o lord,
so that, walking in oneness of faith
and strengthened by the power of his love,
we may come to the measure of the full stature of Christ.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

other prayers to be used at choice (p. 1134).

Prayer over the offerings
accept graciously these your servants, o lord,
together with your only Begotten son,
so that, signed with his Cross and with a spiritual anointing,
they may constantly offer themselves to you
in union with him
and merit each day a greater outpouring of your spirit.
Through Christ our lord.

preface i of the holy Spirit (p. 1339) or preface ii (p. 1342) may be used.

in the eucharistic prayers there are proper intercessions (pp. 1127-1128).

Communion antiphon  cf. ps 34 (33): 6, 9
Look towards him and be radiant;
let your faces not be abashed.
taste and see that the Lord is good.
blessed the man who seeks refuge in him (e.t. alleluia).
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Prayer after Communion
instruct, o lord, in the fullness of the law
those you have endowed with the gifts of your spirit
and nourished by the Body of your only Begotten son,
that they may constantly show to the world
the freedom of your adopted children
and, by the holiness of their lives,
exercise the prophetic mission of your people.
Through Christ our lord.

Solemn blessing or prayer over the people (p. 1132).

c

other prayers to be used if appropriate.

Collect
may the Paraclete who proceeds from you,
we pray, o lord, 
enlighten our minds and lead us into all truth,
just as your son has promised.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
accept the oblation of your family,
we pray, o lord,
that those who have received the gift of the holy spirit
may keep safe what they have received
and come to eternal rewards.
Through Christ our lord.

Prayer after Communion
Pour on us, o lord, the spirit of your love
and, in your kindness,
make those you have nourished by this one heavenly Bread
one in mind and heart.
Through Christ our lord.
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ii. for ThE ConfErrAL of
ThE AnoinTing of ThE SiCk

Whenever holy anointing is conferred during Mass, on days when ritual Masses are 
permitted, the Mass for the Sick (pp. 1313-1315) may be used with the color white.

all the prayers given for a man may be adapted for a woman, with the necessary change 
of gender; in addition, those expressed in the plural may be used for individuals, with the 
necessary change to the singular.

at the end of Mass, a formula of blessing chosen from those that follow may be used.

may God the Father bless you.
r. amen.

may the son of God heal you.
r. amen.

may the holy spirit shed light upon you.
r. amen.

may God guard your body and save your soul.
r. amen.

may he enlighten your heart and lead you to life on high.
r. amen.

and may almighty God bless all of you, who are gathered here,
the Father, and the son, X and the holy spirit.
r. amen.

or:

may the lord Jesus Christ be with you to defend you.
r. amen.

may he go before you to lead you and behind you to guard you.
r. amen.

may he look upon you, keep you safe and bless you.
r. amen.

and may almighty God bless all of you, who are gathered here,
the Father, and the son, X and the holy spirit.
r. amen.
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iii. for ThE ADMiniSTEring of ViATiCuM

this Mass may be used with the color white on days when ritual Masses are permitted.
all the prayers given for a man may be adapted for a woman, with the necessary change 

of gender; in addition, those expressed in the plural form may be used for individuals, with the 
necessary change to the singular.

entrance antiphon  cf. ps 81 (80): 17
he fed them with the finest wheat,
and satisfied them with honey from the rock (e.t. alleluia).

or: cf. is 53: 4

truly the Lord has borne our infirmities,
and he has carried our sorrows (e.t. alleluia).

Collect
o God, whose son is for us the way, the truth and the life,
look lovingly upon your servant n.
and grant that, trusting in your promises
and strengthened by the Body of your son,
he (she) may journey in peace to your Kingdom.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
look graciously on our sacrifice, holy Father,
that it may present to you the Paschal lamb,
whose Passion has unlocked the gates of paradise,
and by your grace lead your servant n. to the gift of eternal life.
Through Christ our lord.
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Communion antiphon  Jn 6: 54
Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, says the Lord,
and i will raise him on the last day (e.t. alleluia).

or:  col 1: 24

in my flesh i am completing what is lacking in the afflictions of christ
on behalf of his body, which is the church (e.t. alleluia).

Prayer after Communion
o lord, eternal health and salvation
of those who believe in you,
grant, we pray, that your servant n.,
renewed by heavenly food and drink,
may safely reach your Kingdom of light and life.
Through Christ our lord.
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iV. for ThE ConfErrAL of hoLy orDErS

1. for ThE orDinATion of A biShoP
this ritual Mass may be used with the color white or a festive color, except on Solemnities, on 
the Sundays of advent, Lent, and easter, on days within the octave of easter, and on feasts of the 
apostles. When these days occur, the Mass of the day is said.

a

for the ordination of one bishop

entrance antiphon  cf. Lk 4: 18
the Spirit of the Lord is upon me, for he has anointed me
and sent me to preach the good news to the poor,
to heal the broken-hearted (e.t. alleluia).

the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is said.

Collect
o God, who out of the abundance of your untold grace alone
choose to set your servant and Priest n.
over your Church of n. this day,
grant that he may carry out worthily the office of Bishop
and, under your governance in all things,
he may direct by word and example
the people entrusted to his care.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

or, especially when a non-residential bishop is ordained:

o God, eternal shepherd,
who, governing your flock with watchful care,
choose to join n., your servant and Priest,
to the College of Bishops this day,
grant, we pray, that by his holiness of life
he may everywhere prove to be a true witness to Christ.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

the creed is said in accordance with the rubrics; the universal prayer is omitted.
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Prayer over the offerings

if the newly ordained bishop presides at the Liturgy of the eucharist, he says:

We offer you the sacrifice of praise, o lord,
for the deepening of our service of you,
so that what you have conferred on us,
unworthy as we are,
you may graciously bring to fulfillment.
Through Christ our lord.

if, however, the principal ordaining bishop presides at the Liturgy of the eucharist, he says:

may this oblation, o lord,
which we have presented for your Church
and for n., your servant and Bishop,
become an offering acceptable to you;
and for the good of the flock,
may he whom you have raised up among your people to be high 

Priest
be endowed, by your gift, with apostolic virtues.
Through Christ our lord.

this preface may be said:
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Preface: The Priesthood of Christ and the ministry of Priests.
v. The lord be with you.
r. and with your spirit.

v. lift up your hearts.
r. We lift them up to the Lord.

v. let us give thanks to the lord our God.
r. it is right and just.

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God.

For by the anointing of the holy spirit
you made your only Begotten son
high Priest of the new and eternal covenant,
and by your wondrous design were pleased to decree
that his one Priesthood should continue in the Church.

For Christ not only adorns with a royal priesthood
the people he has made his own,
but with a brother’s kindness he also chooses men
to become sharers in his sacred ministry
through the laying on of hands.

They are to renew in his name
the sacrifice of human redemption,
to set before your children the paschal banquet,
to lead your holy people in charity,
to nourish them with the word
and strengthen them with the sacraments.

as they give up their lives for you
and for the salvation of their brothers and sisters,
they strive to be conformed to the image of Christ himself
and offer you a constant witness of faith and love.

and so, lord, with all the angels and saints,
we, too, give you thanks, as in exultation we acclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .

text with music, pp. 293-294.
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Mention of the newly ordained bishop is made according to the following formulas:

a) in eucharistic prayer i, the newly ordained bishop says the proper form of the hanc 
igitur (therefore, Lord, we pray):

Therefore, lord, we pray:
graciously accept this oblation of our service,
that of your whole family,
which we make to you
also for me, your unworthy servant,
whom you have been pleased to raise to the order of Bishops;
and in your mercy, keep safe your gifts in me,
so that what i have received by divine commission
i may fulfill by divine assistance.
(Through Christ our lord. amen.)

another bishop, however, says:

Therefore, lord, we pray:
graciously accept this oblation of our service,
that of your whole family,
which we make to you
also for your servant n.,
whom you have been pleased to raise to the order of Bishops;
and in your mercy, keep safe your gifts in him,
so that what he has received by divine commission
he may fulfill by divine assistance.
(Through Christ our lord. amen.)

b) in eucharistic prayer ii, after the words we may be gathered into one by the holy Spirit, 
the newly ordained bishop says:

Remember, lord, your Church,
spread throughout the world,
and bring her to the fullness of charity,
together with n. our Pope
(and n. our Bishop),
and me, your unworthy servant,
whom you have willed to provide today as shepherd for the 

Church (of n.),
and all the clergy.
Remember also our brothers and sisters . . .
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another bishop, however, says:

Remember, lord, your Church,
spread throughout the world,
and bring her to the fullness of charity,
together with n. our Pope
and n. our Bishop,
(and your servant n.),
whom you have willed to provide today as shepherd for the 

Church (of n.),
and all the clergy.
Remember also our brothers and sisters . . .

c) in eucharistic prayer iii, after the words advance the peace and salvation of all the world, 
the newly ordained bishop says:

Be pleased to confirm in faith and charity
your pilgrim Church on earth,
with your servant n. our Pope
(and n. our Bishop),
and me, your unworthy servant,
who have been ordained today as shepherd for the Church (of n.),
with the order of Bishops, all the clergy,
and the entire people you have gained for your own.
listen graciously to the prayers of this family . . .

another bishop, however, says:

Be pleased to confirm in faith and charity
your pilgrim Church on earth,
with your servant n. our Pope
and n. our Bishop,
(and your servant n.),
who has been ordained today as shepherd for the Church (of n.),
with the order of Bishops, all the clergy,
and the entire people you have gained for your own.
listen graciously to the prayers of this family . . .
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d) if the proper preface is not used, eucharistic prayer iv may be said; in the intercessions 
of this prayer, after the words to the praise of your glory, the newly ordained bishop says:

Therefore, lord, remember now
all for whom we offer this sacrifice:
especially your servant n. our Pope,
(n. our Bishop),
and me, your unworthy servant,
whom today you have been pleased to choose
for the service of your people,
with the whole order of Bishops,
and all the clergy.
Be mindful also of those who take part in this offering,
those gathered here before you,
your entire people,
and all who seek you with a sincere heart.
Remember also
those who have died in the peace of your Christ . . .

another bishop, however, says:

Therefore, lord, remember now
all for whom we offer this sacrifice:
especially your servant n. our Pope,
n. our Bishop,
(and this your servant n.),
whom today you have been pleased to choose
for the service of your people,
with the whole order of Bishops,
and all the clergy.
Be mindful also of those who take part in this offering,
those gathered here before you,
your entire people,
and all who seek you with a sincere heart.
Remember also
those who have died in the peace of your Christ . . .

Communion antiphon  Jn 17: 17-18
holy father, consecrate them in the truth. 
as you sent me into the world,
so i sent them into the world, says the Lord (e.t. alleluia).
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Prayer after Communion

if the newly ordained bishop presides at the Liturgy of the eucharist, he says:

Complete within us, o lord, we pray,
the healing work of your mercy,
and graciously perfect and sustain us,
so that in all things we may please you.
Through Christ our lord.

if, however, the principal ordaining bishop presides at the Liturgy of the eucharist, he says:

By the power of this sacrament, o lord,
increase the gifts of your grace
in n., your servant and Bishop,
that he may serve you worthily in the pastoral ministry
and receive the eternal rewards of a faithful steward.
Through Christ our lord.

solemn Blessing at the end of mass
if the newly ordained bishop presides at the Liturgy of the eucharist, he imparts the 
following blessing, with hands extended over the people:

o God, who care for your people with gentleness
and rule them in love,
endow with the spirit of wisdom
those to whom you have handed on authority to govern,
that from the flourishing of a holy flock
may come eternal joy for its shepherds.
r. amen.

as in your majestic power
you allot the number of our days
and the measure of our years,
look favorably upon our humble service
and confer on our time the abundance of your peace.
r. amen.

Give a happy outcome to the tasks
that through your grace you have laid upon me,
whom you have raised to the rank of Bishop;
make me pleasing to you in the fulfillment of my duties,
and so guide the hearts of people and pastor,
that the obedience of the flock may never fail the shepherd
nor the care of the shepherd be lacking for the flock.
r. amen.
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and he blesses all the people, adding:

and may almighty God bless all of you, who are gathered here,
the Father, X and the son, X and the holy X spirit.
r. amen.

if, however, the principal ordaining bishop presides at the Liturgy of the eucharist, he 
imparts the following blessing, with hands extended over the newly ordained bishop:

may the lord bless you and keep you;
and as he has willed to set you as high Priest over his people,
so may he make you happy in this present life
and grant you a share in the happiness that is eternal.
r. amen.

may he grant that the clergy and people
he has chosen to unite by his gracious help
be happily governed by his providence and your stewardship
for many years to come.
r. amen.

may they obey God’s commandments,
freed from adversity,
and may they abound in all that is good,
submitting in faith to your ministry,
so that they may enjoy peace and tranquility in the present age
and with you be found worthy
to share the company of the citizens of eternity.
r. amen.

and he blesses all the people, adding:

and may almighty God bless all of you, who are gathered here,
the Father, X and the son, X and the holy X spirit.
r. amen.
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b

for the ordination of Several bishops

entrance antiphon  cf. Lk 4: 18
the Spirit of the Lord is upon me, for he has anointed me
and sent me to preach the good news to the poor,
to heal the broken-hearted (e.t. alleluia).

the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is said.

Collect
o God, who out of the abundance of your untold grace alone
choose to raise these Priests, your servants,
to the ministry of the high priesthood this day,
grant that they may carry out worthily the office of Bishop
and, under your governance in all things,
they may direct by word and example
the people entrusted to their care.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

or, especially if non-resident bishops are ordained:

o God, eternal shepherd,
who, governing your flock with watchful care,
choose to join these your servants and Priests
to the College of Bishops this day,
grant, we pray, that by their holiness of life
they may everywhere prove to be true witnesses to Christ.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

the creed is said in accordance with the rubrics; the universal prayer is omitted.

Prayer over the offerings

if a newly ordained bishop presides at the Liturgy of the eucharist, he says:

We offer you the sacrifice of praise, o lord,
for the deepening of our service of you,
so that what you have conferred on us,
unworthy as we are,
you may graciously bring to fulfillment.
Through Christ our lord.
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if, however, the principal ordaining bishop presides at the Liturgy of the eucharist, he says:

may this oblation, o lord,
which we have presented for your Church
and for these your servants, newly ordained as Bishops,
become an offering acceptable to you;
and for the good of the flock,
may those you have raised up
among your people to be high Priests
be endowed, by your gift, with apostolic virtues.
Through Christ our lord.

preface: the priesthood of christ and the ministry of priests (pp. 293-294).

Mention of the newly ordained bishops is made according to the following formulas:

a) in eucharistic prayer i, a newly ordained bishop says the proper form of the hanc igitur 
(therefore, Lord, we pray):

Therefore, lord, we pray:
graciously accept this oblation of our service,
that of your whole family,
which we make to you
also for me, your unworthy servant,
and for these your servants, n. n.,
whom you have been pleased to raise to the order of Bishops;
and in your mercy, keep safe your gifts in us,
so that what we have received by divine commission
we may fulfill by divine assistance.
(Through Christ our lord. amen.)

another bishop, however, says:

Therefore, lord, we pray:
graciously accept this oblation of our service,
that of your whole family,
which we make to you
also for these your servants, n. n.,
whom you have been pleased to raise to the order of Bishops;
and in your mercy, keep safe your gifts in them,
so that what they have received by divine commission
they may fulfill by divine assistance.
(Through Christ our lord. amen.)
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b) in eucharistic prayer ii, after the words we may be gathered into one by the holy Spirit, 
a newly ordained bishop says:

Remember, lord, your Church,
spread throughout the world,
and bring her to the fullness of charity,
together with n. our Pope
(and n. our Bishop),
me, your unworthy servant,
and these your servants, n. n.,
whom you have willed to provide today
as shepherds for the Church,
and all the clergy.
Remember also our brothers and sisters . . .

c) in eucharistic prayer iii, after the words advance the peace and salvation of all the world, 
a newly ordained bishop says:

Be pleased to confirm in faith and charity
your pilgrim Church on earth,
with your servant n. our Pope
(and n. our Bishop),
and me, your unworthy servant,
and these your servants, n. n.,
who have been ordained today as shepherds for the Church,
with the order of Bishops, all the clergy,
and the entire people you have gained for your own.
listen graciously to the prayers of this family . . .
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d) if the proper preface is not used, eucharistic prayer iv may be said; in the intercessions 
of this prayer, after the words to the praise of your glory, a bishop says:

Therefore, lord, remember now
all for whom we offer this sacrifice:
especially your servant n. our Pope,
(n. our Bishop),
me, your unworthy servant,
and these your servants, n. n.,
whom today you have been pleased to choose
for the service of your people,
with the whole order of Bishops,
and all the clergy.
Be mindful also of those who take part in this offering,
those gathered here before you,
your entire people,
and all who seek you with a sincere heart.
Remember also
those who have died in the peace of your Christ . . .

Communion antiphon  Jn 17: 17-18
holy father, consecrate them in the truth.
as you sent me into the world,
so i sent them into the world, says the Lord (e.t. alleluia).

Prayer after Communion

if a newly ordained bishop presides at the Liturgy of the eucharist, he says:

Complete within us, o lord, we pray,
the healing work of your mercy,
and graciously perfect and sustain us,
so that in all things we may please you.
Through Christ our lord.

if, however, the principal ordaining bishop presides at the Liturgy of the eucharist, he says:

By the power of this sacrament, o lord,
increase the gifts of your grace
in these your servants and Bishops,
that they may serve you worthily in the pastoral ministry
and receive the eternal rewards of faithful stewards.
Through Christ our lord.
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solemn Blessing at the end of mass

if a newly ordained bishop presides at the Liturgy of the eucharist, he imparts the following 
blessing, with hands extended over the people:

o God, who care for your people with gentleness
and rule them with love,
endow with the spirit of wisdom
those to whom you have handed on authority to govern,
that from the flourishing of a holy flock
may come eternal joy for its shepherds.
r. amen.

as in your majestic power you allot
the number of our days and the measure of our years,
look favorably upon our humble service
and confer on our time the abundance of your peace.
r. amen.

Give a happy outcome to the tasks
that through your grace you have laid upon me,
whom you have raised to the rank of Bishop;
make us pleasing to you in the fulfillment of our duties,
and so guide the hearts of people and pastors,
that the obedience of the flock may never fail the shepherds
nor the care of the shepherds be lacking to the flock.
r. amen.

and he blesses all the people, adding:

and may almighty God bless all of you, who are gathered here,
the Father, X and the son, X and the holy X spirit.
r. amen.

if, however, the principal ordaining bishop presides at the Liturgy of the eucharist, he 
imparts the following blessing, with hands extended over the newly ordained bishops:

may the lord bless you and keep you;
and as he has willed to set you as high Priests over his people,
so may he make you happy in this present life
and grant you a share in the happiness that is eternal.
r. amen.
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may God grant that the clergy and people
he has chosen to unite by his gracious help
be happily governed by his providence and your stewardship
for many years to come.
r. amen.

may they obey God’s commandments,
freed from adversity,
and may they abound in all that is good,
submitting in faith to your ministry,
so that they will enjoy peace and tranquility in the present age
and with you be found worthy
to share the company of the citizens of eternity.
r. amen.

and he blesses all the people, adding:

and may almighty God bless all of you, who are gathered here,
the Father, X and the son, X and the holy X spirit.
r. amen.
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2. for ThE orDinATion of PriESTS
this ritual Mass may be used, with the color white or a festive color, except on Solemnities, 
on the Sundays of advent, Lent, and easter, and on days within the octave of easter. When 
these days occur, the Mass of the day is said.

a

for the ordination of Several priests

entrance antiphon  Jer 3: 15
i will appoint over you shepherds after my own heart,
who will shepherd you wisely and prudently (e.t. alleluia).

the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is said.

Collect
lord our God, who in governing your people
make use of the ministry of Priests,
grant a persevering obedience to your will
to these Deacons of your Church,
whom you graciously choose today
for the office of the priesthood,
so that by their ministry and life
they may gain glory for you in Christ.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

the creed is said in accordance with the rubrics; the universal prayer is omitted.

Prayer over the offerings
o God, who have willed that your Priests
should minister at the holy altar and serve your people,
grant by the power of this sacrifice, we pray,
that the labors of your servants may constantly please you
and in your Church bear that fruit which lasts for ever.
Through Christ our lord.
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Preface: The Priesthood of Christ and the ministry of Priests.
v. The lord be with you.
r. and with your spirit.

v. lift up your hearts.
r. We lift them up to the Lord.

v. let us give thanks to the lord our God.
r. it is right and just.

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God.

For by the anointing of the holy spirit
you made your only Begotten son
high Priest of the new and eternal covenant,
and by your wondrous design were pleased to decree
that his one Priesthood should continue in the Church.

For Christ not only adorns with a royal priesthood
the people he has made his own,
but with a brother’s kindness he also chooses men
to become sharers in his sacred ministry
through the laying on of hands.

They are to renew in his name
the sacrifice of human redemption,
to set before your children the paschal banquet,
to lead your holy people in charity,
to nourish them with your word
and strengthen them with the sacraments.

as they give up their lives for you
and for the salvation of their brothers and sisters,
they strive to be conformed to the image of Christ himself
and offer you a constant witness of faith and love.

and so, lord, with all the angels and saints,
we, too, give you thanks, as in exultation we acclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .

text with music, pp. 293-294.
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Mention of the newly ordained priests in the eucharistic prayers is made according to the 
following formulas:

a) in eucharistic prayer i, the proper form of the hanc ígitur (therefore, Lord, we pray) is said:

Therefore, lord, we pray:
graciously accept this oblation of our service,
that of your whole family,
which we make to you
also for these your servants,
whom you have been pleased to raise to the order of Priesthood;
and in your mercy, keep safe your gifts in them,
so that what they have received by divine commission
they may fulfill by divine assistance.
(Through Christ our lord. amen.)

b) in eucharistic prayer ii, after the words we may be gathered into one by the holy Spirit, 
the following is said:

Remember, lord, your Church,
spread throughout the world,
and bring her to the fullness of charity,
together with n. our Pope
and n. our Bishop.
Be mindful also of these your servants,
whom you have willed to provide today as Priests for the Church,
and all the clergy.
Remember also our brothers and sisters . . .

c) in eucharistic prayer iii, after the words advance the peace and salvation of all the world, 
the following is said:

Be pleased to confirm in faith and charity
your pilgrim Church on earth,
with your servant n. our Pope
and n. our Bishop,
with the order of Bishops,
these your servants,
who have been ordained today as Priests for the Church,
all the clergy,
and the entire people you have gained for your own.
listen graciously to the prayers of this family . . .
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d) if the proper preface is not used, eucharistic prayer iv may be said; in the intercessions 
of this prayer, after the words to the praise of your glory, the following is said:

Therefore, lord, remember now
all for whom we offer this sacrifice:
especially your servant n. our Pope,
and n. our Bishop,
with the whole order of Bishops,
these your servants,
whom today you have been pleased to choose
for the priestly service of your people,
and all the clergy.
Be mindful also of those who take part in this offering,
those gathered here before you,
your entire people,
and all who seek you with a sincere heart.
Remember also
those who have died in the peace of your Christ . . .

Communion antiphon  Mk 16: 15; Mt 28: 20
go into all the world, and proclaim the gospel.
i am with you always, says the Lord (e.t. alleluia).

Prayer after Communion
may the divine sacrifice
we have offered and received, o lord,
give new life to your Priests and to all your servants,
that, united to you in unfailing love,
they may receive the grace
of giving worthy service to your majesty.
Through Christ our lord.
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solemn Blessing at the end of mass

the bishop, with hands extended over the newly ordained priests and the people, says:

may God, who founded the Church and guides her still,
protect you constantly with his grace,
that you may faithfully discharge the duties of the Priesthood.
r. amen.

may he make you servants and witnesses in the world
to divine charity and truth
and faithful ministers of reconciliation.
r. amen.

and may he make you true shepherds
to provide the living Bread and word of life to the faithful,
that they may continue to grow in the unity of the Body of Christ.
r. amen.

and he blesses all the people, adding:

and may almighty God bless all of you, who are gathered here,
the Father, X and the son, X and the holy X spirit.
r. amen.
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b

for the ordination of one priest

entrance antiphon  Jer 3: 15
i will appoint over you shepherds after my own heart,
who will shepherd you wisely and prudently (e.t. alleluia).

the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is said.

Collect
lord our God, who in governing your people
make use of the ministry of Priests,
grant a persevering obedience to your will
to this Deacon of your Church,
whom you graciously choose today
for the office of the priesthood,
so that by his ministry and life
he may gain glory for you in Christ.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

the creed is said in accordance with the rubrics; the universal prayer is omitted.

Prayer over the offerings
o God, who have willed that your Priests
should minister at the holy altar and serve your people,
grant by the power of this sacrifice, we pray,
that the labors of your servants may constantly please you
and in your Church bear that fruit which lasts for ever.
Through Christ our lord.
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Preface: The Priesthood of Christ and the ministry of Priests.
v. The lord be with you.
r. and with your spirit.

v. lift up your hearts.
r. We lift them up to the Lord.

v. let us give thanks to the lord our God.
r. it is right and just.

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God.

For by the anointing of the holy spirit
you made your only Begotten son
high Priest of the new and eternal covenant,
and by your wondrous design were pleased to decree
that his one Priesthood should continue in the Church.

For Christ not only adorns with a royal priesthood
the people he has made his own,
but with a brother’s kindness he also chooses men
to become sharers in his sacred ministry
through the laying on of hands.

They are to renew in his name
the sacrifice of human redemption,
to set before your children the paschal banquet,
to lead your holy people in charity,
to nourish them with the word
and strengthen them with the sacraments.

as they give up their lives for you
and for the salvation of their brothers and sisters,
they strive to be conformed to the image of Christ himself
and offer you a constant witness of faith and love.

and so, lord, with all the angels and saints,
we, too, give you thanks, as in exultation we acclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .

text with music, pp. 293-294.
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Mention of the newly ordained priest in the eucharistic prayers is made according to the 
following formulas:

a) in eucharistic prayer i, the proper form of the hanc igitur (therefore, Lord, we pray) 
is said:

Therefore, lord, we pray:
graciously accept this oblation of our service,
that of your whole family,
which we make to you
also for this your servant,
whom you have been pleased to raise to the order of Priesthood;
and in your mercy, keep safe your gifts in him,
so that what he has received by divine commission
he may fulfill by divine assistance.
(Through Christ our lord. amen.)

b) in eucharistic prayer ii, after the words we may be gathered into one by the holy Spirit, 
the following is said:

Remember, lord, your Church,
spread throughout the world,
and bring her to the fullness of charity,
together with n. our Pope
and n. our Bishop.
Be mindful also of this your servant,
whom you have willed to provide today as a Priest for the Church,
and all the clergy.
Remember also our brothers and sisters . . .

c)  in eucharistic prayer iii, after the words advance the peace and salvation of all the 
world, the following is said:

Be pleased to confirm in faith and charity
your pilgrim Church on earth,
with your servant n. our Pope
and n. our Bishop,
with the order of Bishops,
this your servant,
who has been ordained today as a Priest for the Church,
all the clergy,
and the entire people you have gained for your own.
listen graciously to the prayers of this family . . .

FOR	THE	CONFERRAL	OF	HOLY	ORDERS		 1159



d) if the proper preface is not used, eucharistic prayer iv may be said; in the intercessions of 
this prayer, after the words for the praise of your glory, the following is said:

Therefore, lord, remember now
all for whom we offer this sacrifice:
especially your servant n. our Pope,
and n. our Bishop,
with the whole order of Bishops,
this your servant,
whom today you have been pleased to choose
for the priestly service of your people,
and all the clergy.
Be mindful also of those who take part in this offering,
those gathered here before you,
your entire people,
and all who seek you with a sincere heart.
Remember also
those who have died in the peace of your Christ . . .

Communion antiphon  Mk 16: 15; Mt 28: 20
go into all the world, and proclaim the gospel.
i am with you always, says the Lord (e.t. alleluia).

Prayer after Communion
may the divine sacrifice
we have offered and received, o lord,
give new life to your Priests and to all your servants,
that, united to you in unfailing love,
they may receive the grace
of giving worthy service to your majesty.
Through Christ our lord.
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solemn Blessing at the end of mass

the bishop, with hands extended over the newly ordained priest and the people, says:

may God, who founded the Church and guides her still,
protect you constantly with his grace,
that you may faithfully discharge the duties of the Priesthood.
r. amen.

may he make you a servant and a witness in the world
to divine charity and truth
and a faithful minister of reconciliation.
r. amen.

and may he make you a true shepherd
to provide the living Bread and word of life to the faithful,
that they may continue to grow in the unity of the Body of Christ.
r. amen.

and he blesses all the people, adding:

and may almighty God bless all of you, who are gathered here,
the Father, X and the son, X and the holy X spirit.
r. amen.

3. for ThE orDinATion of DEAConS
this ritual Mass may be used, with the color white or a festive color, except on Solemnities, 
on the Sundays of advent, Lent, and easter, and on days within the octave of easter. When 
these days occur, the Mass of the day is said.

a

for the ordination of Several Deacons

entrance antiphon  Jn 12: 26
Whoever serves me must follow me,
and where i am, there also will my servant be (e.t. alleluia).

the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is said.
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Collect
o God, who have taught the ministers of your Church
to seek not to be served
but to serve their brothers and sisters,
grant, we pray, that these your servants,
whom you graciously choose today for the office of Deacon,
may be effective in action, gentle in ministry,
and constant in prayer.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

the creed is said in accordance with the rubrics; the universal prayer is omitted.

Prayer over the offerings
holy Father, whose son chose to wash the disciples’ feet
and so set us an example,
accept, we pray, the oblations of our service,
and grant that, offering ourselves as a spiritual sacrifice,
we may be filled with a spirit of humility and zeal.
Through Christ our lord.

Preface: Christ, source of all ministry in the Church.
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holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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text without music:

v. The lord be with you.
r. and with your spirit.

v. lift up your hearts.
r. We lift them up to the Lord.

v. let us give thanks to the lord our God.
r. it is right and just.

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God.

For by the anointing of the holy spirit
you made your only Begotten son
high Priest of the new and eternal covenant,
and by your wondrous design were pleased to decree
that many ministries be exercised in the Church.

For Christ not only adorns with a royal priesthood
the people he has made his own,
but with a brother’s kindness he also chooses men
to become sharers in his sacred ministry
through the laying on of hands.

he chooses them to lead your holy people in charity,
to nourish them with the word
and strengthen them with the sacraments.

as they give up their lives for you
and for the salvation of their brothers and sisters,
they strive to be conformed to the image of Christ himself
and offer you a constant witness of faith and love.

and so, lord, with all the angels and saints,
we, too, give you thanks, as in exultation we acclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .

Mention of the newly ordained Deacons in the eucharistic prayers is made according to the 
following formulas:
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a) in eucharistic prayer i, the proper form of the hanc igitur (therefore, Lord, we pray) 
is said:

Therefore, lord, we pray:
graciously accept this oblation of our service,
that of your whole family,
which we make to you
also for your servants
whom you have been pleased to raise to the order of the Diaconate;
and in your mercy, keep safe your gifts in them,
so that what they have received by divine commission
they may fulfill by divine assistance.
(Through Christ our lord. amen.)

b) in eucharistic prayer ii, after the words we may be gathered into one by the holy Spirit, 
the following is said:

Remember, lord, your Church,
spread throughout the world,
and bring her to the fullness of charity,
together with n. our Pope
and n. our Bishop.
Be mindful also of these your servants,
whom you have willed to provide today as ministers for the Church,
and all the clergy.
Remember also our brothers and sisters . . .

c) in eucharistic prayer iii, after the words advance the peace and salvation of all the world, 
the following is said:

Be pleased to confirm in faith and charity
your pilgrim Church on earth,
with your servant n. our Pope
and n. our Bishop,
with the order of Bishops,
these your servants,
who have been ordained today as ministers for the Church,
all the clergy,
and the entire people you have gained for your own.
listen graciously to the prayers of this family . . .
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d) if the proper preface is not used, eucharistic prayer iv may be said; in its intercession,  
after the words to the praise of your glory, the following is said:

Therefore, lord, remember now
all for whom we offer this sacrifice:
especially your servant n. our Pope,
and n. our Bishop,
with the whole order of Bishops,
these your servants,
whom today you have been pleased to choose
for the diaconal service of your people,
and all the clergy.
Be mindful also of those who take part in this offering,
those gathered here before you,
your entire people,
and all who seek you with a sincere heart.
Remember also
those who have died in the peace of your Christ . . .

Communion antiphon  Mt 20: 28
the Son of Man did not come to be served but to serve
and to give his life as a ransom for many (e.t. alleluia).

Prayer after Communion
Grant, o lord, to your servants,
whom you have replenished with heavenly food and drink,
that, for the sake of your glory and the salvation of believers,
they may be found faithful
as ministers of the Gospel, of the sacraments and of charity.
Through Christ our lord.
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solemn Blessing at the end of mass

the bishop, with hands extended over the newly ordained Deacons and the people, says:

may God, who has called you to the service of others in his 
Church,

give you great zeal for all,
especially the afflicted and the poor.
r. amen.

may he, who has entrusted you with preaching the Gospel of 
Christ,

help you, as you live according to his word,
to be its sincere and fervent witnesses.
r. amen.

may he, who has appointed you stewards of his mysteries,
make you imitators of his son, Jesus Christ,
and ministers of unity and peace in the world.
r. amen.

and he blesses all the people, adding:

and may almighty God bless all of you, who are gathered here,
the Father, X and the son, X and the holy X spirit.
r. amen.
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b

for the ordination of one Deacon

entrance antiphon  Jn 12: 26
Whoever serves me must follow me,
and where i am, there also will my servant be (e.t. alleluia).

the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is said.

Collect
o God, who have taught the ministers of your Church
to seek not to be served
but to serve their brothers and sisters,
grant, we pray, that this your servant,
whom you graciously choose today for the office of Deacon,
may be effective in action, gentle in ministry,
and constant in prayer.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

the creed is said in accordance with the rubrics; the universal prayer is omitted.

Prayer over the offerings
holy Father, whose son chose to wash the disciples’ feet
and so set us an example,
accept, we pray, the oblations of our service,
and grant that, offering ourselves as a spiritual sacrifice,
we may be filled with a spirit of humility and zeal.
Through Christ our lord.
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Preface: Christ, source of all ministry in the Church.
v. The lord be with you.
r. and with your spirit.

v. lift up your hearts.
r. We lift them up to the Lord.

v. let us give thanks to the lord our God.
r. it is right and just.

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God.

For by the anointing of the holy spirit
you made your only Begotten son
high Priest of the new and eternal covenant,
and by your wondrous design were pleased to decree
that many ministries be exercised in the Church.

For Christ not only adorns with a royal priesthood
the people he has made his own,
but with a brother’s kindness he also chooses men
to become sharers in his sacred ministry
through the laying on of hands.

he chooses them to lead your holy people in charity,
to nourish them with the word
and strengthen them with the sacraments.

as they give up their lives for you
and for the salvation of their brothers and sisters,
they strive to be conformed to the image of Christ himself
and offer you a constant witness of faith and love.

and so, lord, with all the angels and saints,
we, too, give you thanks, as in exultation we acclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .

text with music, pp. 1162-1163.
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Mention of the newly ordained Deacon in the eucharistic prayers is made according to the 
following formulas:

a) in eucharistic prayer i, the proper form of the hanc igitur (therefore, Lord, we pray) is 
said:

Therefore, lord, we pray:
graciously accept this oblation of our service,
that of your whole family,
which we make to you
also for your servant
whom you have been pleased to raise
to the order of the Diaconate;
and in your mercy, keep safe your gifts in him,
so that what he has received by divine commission
he may fulfill by divine assistance.
(Through Christ our lord. amen.)

b) in eucharistic prayer ii, after the words we may be gathered into one by the holy Spirit, 
the following is said:

Remember, lord, your Church,
spread throughout the world,
and bring her to the fullness of charity,
together with n. our Pope
and n. our Bishop.
Be mindful also of this your servant,
whom you have willed to provide today
as a minister for the Church,
and all the clergy.
Remember also our brothers and sisters . . .

c) in eucharistic prayer iii, after the words advance the peace and salvation of all the world, 
the following is said:

Be pleased to confirm in faith and charity
your pilgrim Church on earth,
with your servant n. our Pope
and n. our Bishop,
with the order of Bishops,
this your servant,
who has been ordained today as a minister for the Church,
all the clergy,
and the entire people you have gained for your own.
listen graciously to the prayers of this family . . .
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d) if the proper preface is not used, eucharistic prayer iv may be said; in its intercession, 
after the words to the praise of your glory, the following is said:

Therefore, lord, remember now
all for whom we offer this sacrifice:
especially your servant n. our Pope,
and n. our Bishop,
with the whole order of Bishops,
this your servant,
whom today you have been pleased to choose
for the diaconal service of your people,
and all the clergy.
Be mindful also of those who take part in this offering,
those gathered here before you,
your entire people,
and all who seek you with a sincere heart.
Remember also
those who have died in the peace of your Christ . . .

Communion antiphon Mt 20: 28
the Son of Man did not come to be served but to serve
and to give his life as a ransom for many (e.t. alleluia).

Prayer after Communion
Grant, o lord, to your servant,
whom you have replenished with heavenly food and drink,
that, for the sake of your glory and the salvation of believers,
he may be found faithful
as a minister of the Gospel, of the sacraments and of charity.
Through Christ our lord.
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solemn Blessing at the end of mass

the bishop, with hands extended over the newly ordained Deacon and the people, says:

may God, who has called you to the service of others in his 
Church,

give you great zeal for all,
especially the afflicted and the poor.
r. amen.

may he, who has entrusted you with preaching the Gospel of Christ,
help you, as you live according to his word,
to be its sincere and fervent witness.
r. amen.

may he, who has appointed you a steward of his mysteries,
make you an imitator of his son, Jesus Christ,
and a minister of unity and peace in the world.
r. amen.

and he blesses all the people, adding:

and may almighty God bless all of you, who are gathered here,
the Father, X and the son, X and the holy X spirit.
r. amen.

4. for ThE orDinATion of DEAConS AnD PriESTS
in ThE SAME CELEbrATion

in the ordination of Deacons and priests to be conferred in the same liturgical celebration, this 
ritual Mass may be used, with the color white or a festive color, except on Solemnities, on the 
Sundays of advent, Lent, and easter, and on days within the octave of easter. When these days 
occur, the Mass of the day is said.

entrance antiphon Jn 12: 26
Whoever serves me must follow me,
and where i am, there also will my servant be (e.t. alleluia).

the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is said.
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Collect
o God, who have willed to provide
shepherds for your people,
pour out a spirit of reverence
and fortitude in your Church,
to make these your servants worthy ministers at your altar
and ardent yet gentle heralds of your Gospel.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

the creed is said in accordance with the rubrics; the universal prayer is omitted.

Prayer over the offerings
holy Father, whose son chose to wash the disciples’ feet
and so set us an example,
accept, we pray, the oblations of our service,
and grant that, offering ourselves as a spiritual sacrifice,
we may be filled with a spirit of humility and zeal.
Through Christ our lord.

the preface christ, source of all ministry in the church (p. 1169) is said.

Mention of the newly ordained in the eucharistic prayers is made according to the following 
formulas:

 a) in eucharistic prayer i, the proper form of the hanc igitur (therefore, Lord, we pray) is 
said:

Therefore, lord, we pray:
graciously accept this oblation of our service,
that of your whole family,
which we make to you
also for these your servants,
whom you have been pleased to raise
to the orders of the Diaconate and of the Priesthood;
and in your mercy, keep safe your gifts in them,
so that what they have received by divine commission
they may fulfill by divine assistance.
(Through Christ our lord. amen.)

FOR	THE	CONFERRAL	OF	HOLY	ORDERS		 1173



b) in eucharistic prayer ii, after the words we may be gathered into one by the holy Spirit, 
the following is said:

Remember, lord, your Church,
spread throughout the world,
and bring her to the fullness of charity,
together with n. our Pope
and n. our Bishop.
Be mindful also of these your servants,
whom you have willed to provide today
as Deacons and Priests for the Church,
and all the clergy.
Remember also our brothers and sisters . . .

c) in eucharistic prayer iii, after the words advance the peace and salvation of all the world, 
the following is said:

Be pleased to confirm in faith and charity
your pilgrim Church on earth,
with your servant n. our Pope
and n. our Bishop,
with the order of Bishops,
these your servants,
who have been ordained today
as Deacons and Priests for the Church,
all the clergy,
and the entire people you have gained for your own.
listen graciously to the prayers of this family . . .
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d) if the proper preface is not used, eucharistic prayer iv may be said; in its intercession, after the 
words to the praise of your glory, the following is said:

Therefore, lord, remember now
all for whom we offer this sacrifice:
especially your servant n. our Pope,
and n. our Bishop,
with the whole order of Bishops,
these your servants,
whom today you have been pleased to choose
for the diaconal and priestly service of your people,
and all the clergy.
Be mindful also of those who take part in this offering,
those gathered here before you,
your entire people,
and all who seek you with a sincere heart.
Remember also
those who have died in the peace of your Christ . . .

Communion antiphon Jn 17: 17-18
holy father, consecrate them in the truth.
as you sent me into the world,
so i sent them into the world, says the Lord (e.t. alleluia).

Prayer after Communion
Grant, o lord, to your servants,
whom you have replenished with heavenly food and drink,
that, for the sake of your glory and the salvation of believers,
they may be found faithful
as ministers of the Gospel, of the sacraments and of charity.
Through Christ our lord.
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solemn Blessing at the end of mass

the bishop, with hands extended over the newly ordained priests and Deacons, says:

may God, who founded the Church and guides her still,
protect you constantly with his grace,
that you may faithfully discharge your duties.
r. amen.

may he, who has entrusted Deacons
with preaching the Gospel
and of serving both altar and people,
make you fervent witnesses to the Gospel
and ministers of charity in the world.
r. amen.

may he make you who are Priests true shepherds
to provide the living Bread and word of life to the faithful,
that they may continue to grow in the unity of the Body of Christ.
r. amen.

and he blesses all the people, adding:

and may almighty God bless all of you, who are gathered here,
the Father, X and the son, X and the holy X spirit.
r. amen.
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V. for ThE CELEbrATion of MArriAgE
Whenever Marriage is celebrated during Mass, this ritual Mass is used, with the color white or 
a festive color.

however, on those days listed in nos. 1-4 of the table of Liturgical Days, the Mass of the day 
is used, retaining the Nuptial blessing in the Mass and, if appropriate, the proper formula for the 
final blessing.

if, however, during christmas time and ordinary time, the parish community participates in 
a Sunday Mass during which Marriage is celebrated, the Mass of the Sunday is used.

although complete Mass formularies are given here for the sake of convenience, all texts, 
especially the prayers and the Nuptial blessing, may be exchanged, if appropriate, with others.

a

entrance antiphon  cf. ps 20 (19): 3, 5
May the Lord send you help from the holy place
and give you support from Sion.
May he grant you your hearts’ desire
and fulfill every one of your designs (e.t. alleluia).

the penitential act is omitted. the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is said.

Collect
Be attentive to our prayers, o lord,
and in your kindness uphold
what you have established for the increase of the human race,
so that the union you have created
may be kept safe by your assistance.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

or:

o God, who in creating the human race
willed that man and wife should be one,
join, we pray, in a bond of inseparable love
these your servants who are to be united in the covenant of marriage,
so that, as you make their love fruitful,
they may become, by your grace, witnesses to charity itself.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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Prayer over the offerings
Receive, we pray, o lord,
the offering made on the occasion
of this sealing of the sacred bond of marriage,
and, just as your goodness is its origin,
may your providence guide its course.
Through Christ our lord.

Preface: The dignity of the marriage covenant.
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holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .

text without music:

v.  The lord be with you.
r. and with your spirit.

v. lift up your hearts.
r. We lift them up to the Lord.

v. let us give thanks to the lord our God.
r. it is right and just.

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God.

For you have forged the covenant of marriage
as a sweet yoke of harmony
and an unbreakable bond of peace,
so that the chaste and fruitful love of holy matrimony
may serve to increase the children you adopt as your own.

By your providence and grace, o lord,
you accomplish the wonder of this twofold design:
that, while the birth of children brings beauty to the world,
their rebirth in Baptism gives increase to the Church,
through Christ our lord.

Through him, with the angels and all the saints,
we sing the hymn of your praise,
as without end we acclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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a commemoration of the husband and wife in the eucharistic prayers is made according to 
the following formulas:

a) in eucharistic prayer i, the proper form of the hanc igitur (therefore, Lord, we pray) is 
said. the words in parentheses may be omitted, if the occasion so suggests:

Therefore, lord, we pray:
graciously accept this oblation of our service,
the offering of your servants n. and n.
and of your whole family,
who entreat your majesty on their behalf;
and as you have brought them to their wedding day,
so (gladden them with your gift of the children they desire and)
bring them in your kindness
to the length of days for which they hope.
(Through Christ our lord. amen.)

b) in eucharistic prayer ii, after the words and all the clergy, the following is added:

Be mindful also, lord, of n. and n.,
whom you have brought to their wedding day,
so that by your grace
they may abide in mutual love and in peace.

c) in eucharistic prayer iii, after the words whom you have summoned before you, the 
following is added:

strengthen, we pray, in the grace of marriage n. and n.,
whom you have brought happily to their wedding day,
that under your protection
they may always be faithful in their lives
to the covenant they have sealed in your presence.
in your compassion, o merciful Father,
gather to yourself all your children
scattered throughout the world.
To our departed brothers and sisters . . .

nuptial Blessing

after the our father, the prayer Deliver us is omitted. the priest, standing and facing the 
bride and bridegroom, invokes upon them god’s blessing, and this is never omitted.

in the invitation, if one or both of the spouses will not be receiving communion, the 
words in parentheses are omitted. in the prayer, the words in parentheses may be omitted 
if it seems that circumstances suggest it, for example, if the bride and bridegroom are 
advanced in years.

the bride and bridegroom approach the altar or, if appropriate, they remain at their 
place and kneel.
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the priest, with hands joined, calls upon those present to pray, saying:

Dear brothers and sisters,
let us humbly pray to the lord
that on these his servants, now married in Christ,
he may mercifully pour out
the blessing of his grace
and make of one heart in love
(by the sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood)
those he has joined by a holy covenant.

and all pray in silence for a while.

then the priest, with hands extended over the bride and bridegroom, continues:

O God, who by your mighty power
created all things out of nothing,

and, when you had set in place
the beginnings of the universe,
formed man and woman in your own image,
making the woman an inseparable helpmate to the man,
that they might no longer be two, but one flesh,
and taught that what you were pleased to make one
must never be divided;

o God, who consecrated the bond of marriage
by so great a mystery
that in the wedding covenant you foreshadowed
the sacrament of Christ and his Church;

o God, by whom woman is joined to man
and the companionship they had in the beginning
is endowed with the one blessing
not forfeited by original sin
nor washed away by the flood.

look now with favor on these your servants,
joined together in marriage,
who ask to be strengthened by your blessing.
send down on them the grace of the holy spirit
and pour your love into their hearts,
that they may remain faithful in the marriage covenant.
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may the grace of love and peace
abide in your daughter n.,
and let her always follow the example of those holy women
whose praises are sung in the scriptures.
may her husband entrust his heart to her,
so that, acknowledging her as his equal
and his joint heir to the life of grace,
he may show her due honor
and cherish her always
with the love that Christ has for his Church.

and now, lord, we implore you:
may these your servants
hold fast to the faith and keep your commandments;
made one in the flesh,
may they be blameless in all they do;
and with the strength that comes from the Gospel,
may they bear true witness to Christ before all;
(may they be blessed with children,
and prove themselves virtuous parents,
who live to see their children’s children).

and grant that,
reaching at last together the fullness of years
for which they hope,
they may come to the life of the blessed
in the Kingdom of heaven.
Through Christ our lord.
r. amen.

the prayer Lord Jesus christ is omitted, and the peace of the Lord is said immediately.

then the bride and bridegroom and all present offer one another a sign, in keeping with 
local customs, that expresses peace, communion and charity.

Communion antiphon  cf. eph 5: 25, 27
christ loved the church and handed himself over for her,
to present her as a holy and spotless bride for himself (e.t. alleluia).
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Prayer after Communion
By the power of this sacrifice, o lord,
accompany with your loving favor
what in your providence you have instituted,
so as to make of one heart in love
those you have already joined in this holy union
(and replenished with the one Bread and the one Chalice).
Through Christ our lord.

solemn Blessing at the end of mass

the priest, with hands extended over the bride and bridegroom, says:

may God the eternal Father
keep you of one heart in love for one another,
that the peace of Christ may dwell in you
and abide always in your home.
r. amen.

may you be blessed in your children,
have solace in your friends
and enjoy true peace with everyone.
r. amen.

may you be witnesses in the world to God’s charity,
so that the afflicted and needy who have known your kindness
may one day receive you thankfully
into the eternal dwelling of God.
r. amen.

and he blesses all the people, adding:

and may almighty God bless all of you, who are gathered here,
the Father, and the son, X and the holy spirit.
r. amen.

b

entrance antiphon  cf. ps 90 (89): 14, 17
at dawn, o Lord, fill us with your merciful love,
and we shall exult and rejoice all our days.
Let the favor of the Lord our god be upon us
and upon the work of our hands (e.t. alleluia).

the penitential act is omitted. the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is said.
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Collect
Be attentive to our prayers, o lord,
and in your kindness
pour out your grace on these your servants (n. and n.),
that, coming together before your altar,
they may be confirmed in love for one another.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

or:

o God, who consecrated the bond of marriage
by so great a mystery
that in the wedding covenant you foreshadow
the sacrament of Christ and his Church,
grant, we pray, to these your servants,
that what they receive in faith
they may live out in deeds.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Receive in your kindness, lord,
the offerings we bring in gladness before you,
and in your fatherly love
watch over those you have joined in a sacramental covenant.
Through Christ our lord.

Preface: The great sacrament of matrimony.
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holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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text without music:

v. The lord be with you.
r. and with your spirit.

v. lift up your hearts.
r. We lift them up to the Lord.

v. let us give thanks to the lord our God.
r. it is right and just.

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God,
through Christ our lord.

For in him you have made a new covenant with your people,
so that, as you have redeemed man and woman
by the mystery of Christ’s Death and Resurrection,
so in Christ you might make them partakers of divine nature
and joint heirs with him of heavenly glory.

in the union of husband and wife
you give a sign of Christ’s loving gift of grace,
so that the sacrament we celebrate
might draw us back more deeply
into the wondrous design of your love.

and so, with the angels and all the saints,
we praise you, and without end we acclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .

in the eucharistic prayers there are proper intercessions (pp. 1127-1128).

nuptial Blessing

after the our father, the prayer Deliver us is omitted. the priest, standing and facing the 
bride and bridegroom, invokes upon them god’s blessing, and this is never omitted.

in the invitation, if one or both of the spouses will not be receiving communion, the 
words in parentheses are omitted. in the prayer, the words in parentheses may be omitted 
if it seems that circumstances suggest it, for example, if the bride and bridegroom are 
advanced in years.

the bride and bridegroom approach the altar or, if appropriate, they remain at their 
place and kneel.
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the priest, with hands joined, calls upon those present to pray, saying:

let us pray to the lord for this bride and groom,
who come to the altar as they begin their married life,
that (partaking of the Body and Blood of Christ)
they may always be bound together by love for one another.

and all pray in silence for a while.

then the priest, with hands extended over the bride and bridegroom, continues:

Holy Father,
who formed man in your own image,

male and female you created them,
so that as husband and wife, united in body and heart,
they might fulfill their calling in the world;

o God, who, to reveal the great design you formed in your love,
willed that the love of spouses for each other
should foreshadow the covenant you graciously made with  

your people,
so that, by fulfillment of the sacramental sign,
the mystical marriage of Christ with his Church
might become manifest
in the union of husband and wife among your faithful;

Graciously stretch out your right hand
over these your servants (n. and n.), we pray,
and pour into their hearts the power of the holy spirit.

Grant, o lord,
that, as they enter upon this sacramental union,
they may share with one another the gifts of your love
and, by being for each other a sign of your presence,
become one heart and one mind.

may they also sustain, o lord, by their deeds 
the home they are forming
(and prepare their children
to become members of your heavenly household
by raising them in the way of the Gospel).

Graciously crown with your blessings your daughter n.,
so that, by being a good wife (and mother),
she may bring warmth to her home with a love that is pure
and adorn it with welcoming graciousness.
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Bestow a heavenly blessing also, o lord,
on n., your servant,
that he may be a worthy, good and
faithful husband (and a provident father).
Grant, holy Father, that, desiring to approach your table
as a couple joined in marriage in your presence,
they may one day have the joy
of taking part in your great banquet in heaven.
Through Christ our lord.
r. amen.

the prayer Lord Jesus christ is omitted, and the peace of the Lord is said immediately.

then the bride and bridegroom and all present offer a sign, in keeping with local customs, 
that expresses peace, communion and charity.

Communion antiphon Jn 13: 34
i give you a new commandment, that you love one another
as i have loved you, says the Lord (e.t. alleluia).

Prayer after Communion
having been made partakers at your table,
we pray, o lord,
that those who are united by the sacrament of marriage
may always hold fast to you
and proclaim your name to the world.
Through Christ our lord.

solemn Blessing at the end of mass
the priest, with hands extended over the bride and bridegroom, says:

may God the all-powerful Father grant you his joy
and bless you in your children.
r. amen.

may the only Begotten son of God
stand by you with compassion in good times and in bad.
r. amen.

may the holy spirit of God
always pour forth his love into your hearts.
r. amen.

and he blesses all the people, adding:

and may almighty God bless all of you, who are gathered here,
the Father, and the son, X and the holy spirit.
r. amen.

1188	 	RITUAL	MASSES



c

entrance antiphon  cf. ps 145 (144): 2, 9
i will bless you day after day, o Lord,
and praise your name for ever and ever,
for you are kind to all
and compassionate to all your creatures (e.t. alleluia).

the penitential act is omitted. the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is said.

Collect
Grant, we pray, almighty God,
that these your servants,
now to be joined by the sacrament of matrimony,
may grow in the faith they profess
and enrich your Church with faithful offspring.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
or:

o God, who since the beginning of the world
have blessed the increase of offspring,
show favor to our supplications
and pour forth the help of your blessing
on these your servants (n. and n.),
so that in the union of marriage
they may be bound together
in mutual affection,
in likeness of mind,
and in shared holiness.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
show favor to our supplications, o lord,
and receive with a kindly countenance
the oblations we offer for these your servants,
joined now in a holy covenant,
that through these mysteries
they may be strengthened in love for one another and for you.
Through Christ our lord.
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Preface: matrimony as a sign of divine love.
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holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .

text without music:

v. The lord be with you.
r. and with your spirit.

v. lift up your hearts.
r. We lift them up to the Lord.

v. let us give thanks to the lord our God.
r. it is right and just.

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God.

For you willed that the human race,
created by the gift of your goodness,
should be raised to such high dignity
that in the union of husband and wife
you might bestow a true image of your love.

For those you created out of charity
you call to the law of charity without ceasing
and grant them a share in your eternal charity.

and so, the sacrament of holy matrimony,
as the abiding sign of your own love,
consecrates the love of man and woman,
through Christ our lord.

Through him, with the angels and all the saints,
we sing the hymn of your praise,
as without end we acclaim:
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holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .

in the eucharistic prayers there are proper intercessions (pp. 1127-1128).

nuptial Blessing

after the our father, the prayer Deliver us is omitted. the priest, standing and facing the 
bride and bridegroom, invokes upon them god’s blessing, and this is never omitted.

in the invitation, if one or both of the spouses will not be receiving communion, the 
words in parentheses are omitted. in the prayer, the words in parentheses may be omitted 
if it seems that circumstances suggest it, for example, if the bride and bridegroom are 
advanced in years.

the bride and bridegroom approach the altar or, if appropriate, they remain at their 
place and kneel.

the priest, with hands joined, calls upon those present to pray, saying:

let us humbly invoke by our prayers, dear brothers and sisters,
God’s blessing upon this bride and groom,
that in his kindness he may favor with his help
those on whom he has bestowed the sacrament of matrimony.

all pray in silence for a while.

then the priest, with hands extended over the bride and bridegroom, continues:

Holy Father, maker of the whole world,
who created man and woman in your own image

and willed that their union be crowned with your blessing,
we humbly beseech you for these your servants,
who are joined today in the sacrament of matrimony.

may your abundant blessing, lord,
come down upon this bride, n.,
and upon n., her companion for life,
and may the power of your holy spirit
set their hearts aflame from on high,
so that, living out together the gift of matrimony,
they may (adorn their family with children
and) enrich the Church.
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in happiness may they praise you, o lord,
in sorrow may they seek you out;
may they have the joy of your presence
to assist them in their toil,
and know that you are near
to comfort them in their need;
let them pray to you in the holy assembly
and bear witness to you in the world,
and after a happy old age,
together with the circle of friends that surrounds them,
may they come to the Kingdom of heaven.
Through Christ our lord.
r. amen.

the prayer Lord Jesus christ is omitted and the peace of the Lord is said immediately.

then the bride and bridegroom and all present offer one another a sign, in keeping with 
local customs, that expresses peace, communion and charity.

Communion antiphon ps 34 (33): 2, 9
i will bless the Lord at all times,
praise of him is always in my mouth.
taste and see that the Lord is good;
blessed the man who seeks refuge in him (e.t. alleluia).

Prayer after Communion
Grant, we pray, almighty God,
that the power of the sacrament we have received
may find growth in these your servants
and that the effects of the sacrifice we have offered
may be felt by us all.
Through Christ our lord.
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solemn Blessing at the end of mass

the priest, with hands extended over the bride and bridegroom, says:

may the lord Jesus,
who graced the marriage at Cana by his presence,
bless you and your loved ones.
r. amen.

may he, who loved the Church to the end,
unceasingly pour his love into your hearts.
r. amen.

may the lord grant
that, bearing witness to faith in his Resurrection,
you may await with joy the blessed hope to come.
r. amen.

and he blesses all the people, adding:

and may almighty God bless all of you, who are gathered here,
the Father, and the son, X and the holy spirit.
r. amen.

Masses for the anniversaries of Marriage are found among the Masses for various Needs 
(pp. 1259-1261).
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Vi. for ThE bLESSing of 
An AbboT or An AbbESS

this Mass may be used, with the color white or a festive color, on days when ritual Masses are 
permitted.

1

for the blessing of an abbot

entrance antiphon cf. Jn 15: 16
it was not you who chose me, says the Lord,
but i who chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit,
fruit that will last (e.t. alleluia).

or: cf. col 3: 14-15

and over all things put on love,
which is the bond of perfection,
and let the peace of christ rule in your hearts (e.t. alleluia).

the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is said.

Collect
Grant, we pray, o lord, to your servant n.,
whom you have chosen as abbot of this community of n.,
that by his deeds and his teaching
he may guide the hearts of his brothers
toward those things that are right,
and so receive joyfully with them
the recompense of an eternal reward
from you, the most loving shepherd.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

the creed is said in accordance with the rubrics; the universal prayer is omitted.
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Prayer over the offerings
Receive, we pray, o lord, the oblation of your servants
and grant that, offering themselves as a spiritual sacrifice,
they may constantly be filled
with true humility, with obedience and with peace.
Through Christ our lord.

the preface of religious Life (pp. 1210-1212) may be said.

Mention of the newly blessed abbot in the eucharistic prayers is made according to the 
following formulas:

a) in eucharistic prayer i, the proper form of the hanc igitur (therefore, Lord, we pray) is said.

Therefore, lord, we pray:
graciously accept this oblation of our service,
that of your whole family,
which we make to you
also for your servant n.,
whom you have been pleased to choose
for the governance of this community;
and in your mercy, keep safe your gifts in him,
so that what he has received by your grace
may strengthen the hearts of his brothers.
(Through Christ our lord. amen.)

b) in eucharistic prayer ii, after the words we may be gathered into one by the holy Spirit, 
the following is said:

Remember, lord, your Church,
spread throughout the world,
and bring her to the fullness of charity,
together with n. our Pope and n. our Bishop.
Be mindful also of this your servant,
whom you have willed to provide today
as abbot for this community,
and all the clergy.
Remember also our brothers and sisters . . .
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c) in eucharistic prayer iii, after the words advance the peace and salvation of all the world, 
the following is said:

Be pleased to confirm in faith and charity
your pilgrim Church on earth,
with your servant n. our Pope and n. our Bishop,
the order of Bishops,
this your servant n.,
who today has been chosen as abbot of this community,
all the clergy,
and the entire people you have gained for your own.
listen graciously to the prayers of this family . . .

d) if the proper preface is not used, eucharistic prayer iv may be said; in its intercession, 
after the words to the praise of your glory, the following is said:

Therefore, lord, remember now
all for whom we offer this sacrifice:
especially your servant n. our Pope,
and n. our Bishop,
with the whole order of Bishops,
and this your servant n.,
whom today you have been pleased to choose
for the service of this community,
and all the clergy.
Be mindful also of those who take part in this offering,
those gathered here before you,
your entire people,
and all who seek you with a sincere heart.
Remember also
those who have died in the peace of your Christ . . .

Communion antiphon  Mt 20: 28
the Son of Man did not come to be served but to serve
and to give his life as a ransom for many (e.t. alleluia).

or:

Where true charity is dwelling, god is present there.
by the love of christ we have been brought together (e.t. alleluia).
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Prayer after Communion
look with favor on your family, lord,
and grant that we, who have celebrated the mystery of faith,
may hasten tirelessly along the path of the Gospel,
glorifying you in all things.
Through Christ our lord.

solemn Blessing at the end of mass

the prelate, with hands extended over the newly blessed abbot, says:

may God, from whom all fatherhood takes its name,
grant that you be strengthened with power in your inner self
according to the riches of his glory.
r. amen.

may God grant you to hasten in the way of his commands
in company with your brothers,
openheartedly and in the joy of Christ.
r. amen.

By the grace of God,
may this monastic family, gathered in the name of the lord,
come, with you as guide, to a heavenly way of life.
r. amen.

and the prelate blesses all the people, adding:

and may almighty God bless all of you, who are gathered here,
the Father, X and the son, X and the holy X spirit.
r. amen.

if, however, the newly blessed abbot presides at the Liturgy of the eucharist, he imparts 
the blessing using the pontifical rite, or he may say the formula that follows, with his hands 
extended over the congregation:

may God, the Father of mercy, keep you in his good favor,
and, as he has chosen to set me as abbot over you,
so may he make us all companions in eternal happiness.
r. amen.

may the lord Jesus Christ grant you
to hasten in the way of his commands,
openheartedly and in brotherly joy.
r. amen.
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may the holy spirit grant us all
to carry out with one accord the works of holiness and life,
that we may be imitators of our fathers,
one in mind and heart.
r. amen.

and the abbot blesses all the people, adding:

and may almighty God bless all of you, who are gathered here,
the Father, X and the son, X and the holy X spirit.
r. amen.

2

for the blessing of an abbess

entrance antiphon  cf. Jn 15: 16
it was not you who chose me, says the Lord,
but i who chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit, 
fruit that will last (e.t. alleluia).

or:  cf. col 3: 14-15

and over all things put on love,
which is the bond of perfection,
and let the peace of christ rule in your hearts (e.t. alleluia).

the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is said.

Collect
Grant, we pray, o lord, to your servant n.,
whom you have chosen as abbess of this community of n.,
that by her deeds and her teaching
she may guide the hearts of her sisters
toward those things that are right,
and so receive joyfully with them
the recompense of an eternal reward
from you, the most loving shepherd.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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the creed is said in accordance with the rubrics; the universal prayer is omitted.

Prayer over the offerings
Receive, we pray, o lord,
the oblation of your servants
and grant that, offering themselves as a spiritual sacrifice,
they may constantly be filled
with true humility, with obedience and with peace.
Through Christ our lord.

the preface of religious Life (pp. 1210-1212) may be said.

the commemoration of the newly blessed abbess in the eucharistic prayers takes place 
according to the following formulas:

a) in eucharistic prayer i, the proper form of the hanc igitur (therefore, Lord, we pray) 
is said:

Therefore, lord, we pray:
graciously accept this oblation of our service,
that of your whole family,
which we make to you,
also for your servant n.,
whom you have been pleased to choose
for the governance of this community;
and in your mercy, keep safe your gifts in her,
so that what she has received by your grace
may strengthen the hearts of her sisters.
(Through Christ our lord. amen.)

b) in eucharistic prayer ii, after the words and all the clergy, the following is said:

Be mindful also of this your servant,
whom you have willed to provide today
as abbess of this community.
Remember also our brothers and sisters . . .

c) in eucharistic prayer iii, after the words the entire people you have gained for your own, 
the following is said:

strengthen also, lord,
in the service of her sisters
this your servant,
who has been chosen today
as abbess of this community.
listen graciously to the prayers of this family . . .
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d) if the proper preface is not used, eucharistic prayer iv may be said: in its intercession, 
after the words to the praise of your glory, the following is said:

Therefore, lord, remember now
all for whom we offer this sacrifice:
especially your servant n. our Pope,
and n. our Bishop,
with the whole order of Bishops,
all the clergy,
and this your servant n.,
whom today you have been pleased to choose
for the service of this community.
Be mindful also of those who take part in this offering,
those gathered here before you,
your entire people,
and all who seek you with a sincere heart.
Remember also
those who have died in the peace of your Christ . . .

Communion antiphon Mt 20: 28
the Son of Man did not come to be served but to serve
and to give his life as a ransom for many (e.t. alleluia).

or:

Where true charity is dwelling, god is present there.
by the love of christ we have been brought together (e.t. alleluia).

Prayer after Communion
look with favor on your family, lord,
and grant that we, who have celebrated the mystery of faith,
may hasten tirelessly along the path of the Gospel,
glorifying you in all things.
Through Christ our lord.
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solemn Blessing at the end of mass

the prelate, with hands extended over the newly blessed abbess, says:

may God, who for the good of the Church
has united these servants in the love of his son,
give you a spirit of devoted care
to direct the family entrusted to you
in the quest of perfection.
r. amen.

may God grant you to hasten in the way of his commands
in company with your sisters,
openheartedly and in the joy of Christ.
r. amen.

By the grace of God,
may this monastic family, gathered in the name of the lord,
come, with you as guide, to a heavenly way of life.
r. amen.

and he blesses all the people, adding:

and may almighty God bless all of you, who are gathered here,
the Father, X and the son, X and the holy X spirit.
r. amen.
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Vii. for ThE ConSECrATion of VirginS

this ritual Mass may be used, with the color white or a festive color, on days when ritual Masses 
are permitted.

the prayers should be adapted, with the necessary change to the singular, if only one virgin 
is to be consecrated.

entrance antiphon cf. ps 105 (104): 4-5
turn to the Lord and his strength;
constantly seek his face.
remember the wonders he has done (e.t. alleluia).

the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is said.

Collect
Grant, we pray, o lord, to these your servants,
in whom you have instilled a resolve to live in virginity,
that the work you have begun in them
may be brought to fulfillment
and that they may be found worthy
to complete what they now begin,
so as to bring you a full and perfect offering.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

the creed is said in accordance with the rubrics; the universal prayer is omitted.

Prayer over the offerings
as we offer sacrificial gifts, we pray, o lord,
grant generously to these your servants
perseverance in the resolve they have made their own,
so that, when the doors are opened
at the coming of the most high King,
they may merit to enter with joy into the heavenly Kingdom.
Through Christ our lord.

the preface of religious Life (pp. 1210-1212) may be said.
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the commemoration of the consecrated virgins in the eucharistic prayers takes place 
according to the following formulas:

a) in eucharistic prayer i, the proper form of the hanc igitur (therefore, Lord, we pray) 
is said:

Therefore, lord, we pray:
graciously accept this oblation of our service,
and of these your servants,
which we make to you on their day of consecration;
sanctify this offering in your mercy,
so that they who by your gift
have today united themselves more closely to your son
may hasten gladly to meet him
when he comes in glory at the end of time.
(Through Christ our lord. amen.)

b) in the intercessions of eucharistic prayer ii, after the words and all the clergy, the following 
is added:

Be mindful also, lord, of these sisters,
whom you have consecrated today by a spiritual anointing
so that, with lighted lamps of charity and faith,
they may constantly serve you and your people
as they await the advent of Christ the Bridegroom.
Remember also our brothers and sisters . . .

c) in the intercessions of eucharistic prayer iii, after the words the entire people you have 
gained for your own, the following is added:

strengthen in their holy resolve, o lord,
these your servants,
who seek to follow your Christ in faithful devotion,
giving a witness of evangelical life
and of sisterly love.
listen graciously to the prayers of this family . . .

d) if the proper preface is not used, eucharistic prayer iv may be said; in its intercession, 
after the words to the praise of your glory, mention of the consecrated may be inserted in 
this way:

Therefore, lord, remember now
all for whom we offer this sacrifice:
especially your servant n. our Pope
and n. our Bishop,
with the whole order of Bishops,
and all the clergy.
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Be mindful also of these sisters,
whom you have dedicated today in perpetuity
to divine worship and the service of humanity,
those who take part in this offering,
those gathered here before you,
your entire people,
and all who seek you with a sincere heart.
Remember also
those who have died in the peace of your Christ . . .

Communion antiphon ps 42 (41): 2
Like the deer that yearns for running streams,
so my soul is yearning for you, my god (e.t. alleluia).

Prayer after Communion
Replenished by these sacred gifts, o lord,
we humbly pray
that the way of life chosen by your servants n. and n.
may constantly benefit the advancement of human society
and unceasingly profit the growth of the Church.
Through Christ our lord.
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solemn Blessing at the end of mass
the bishop, with hands extended over the virgins newly consecrated to god, says:

may the almighty Father, by his protection,
keep intact the resolve he has poured into your hearts
to live in blessed virginity.
r. amen.

may the lord Jesus, who unites to himself
the hearts of sacred virgins in a nuptial covenant,
make your hearts fruitful by the word that is God’s seed.
r. amen.

may the holy spirit,
who came down upon the Blessed Virgin
and, descending today, has consecrated your hearts,
fire you with zeal for the service of God and the Church.
r. amen.

and he blesses all the people, adding:

and may almighty God bless all of you, 
who are gathered for these sacred rites,
the Father, X and the son, X and the holy X spirit.
r. amen.

or:

may God, who inspires and brings to completion every holy design,
guard you always with his grace,
that you may faithfully discharge the duties of your calling.
r. amen.

may God make you partakers of divine charity
and its witness and sign before all nations.
r. amen.

may God graciously make lasting in heaven
the bonds by which he has united you to Christ on earth.
r. amen.

and he blesses all the people, adding:

and may almighty God bless all of you, 
who are gathered for these sacred rites,
the Father, X and the son, X and the holy X spirit.
r. amen.
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Viii. for rELigiouS ProfESSion

 the Masses on the day of first profession, on the day of perpetual profession, and on 
the day of the renewal of vows may be used, with the color white or a festive color, on days 
when ritual Masses are permitted.

 all the prayers given for a man may be adapted for a woman, with the necessary change 
of gender; in addition those expressed in the plural form, may be used for individuals, with 
a necessary change to the singular.

1. for firST rELigiouS ProfESSion

entrance antiphon cf. ps 40 (39): 8-9
behold, i come, o Lord, that i may do your will.
o my god, i have vowed it,
and your law lies deep within me (e.t. alleluia).

the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is said.

Collect
o lord, who have inspired these our brothers (sisters) 
with the resolve to follow Christ more closely,
grant them, we pray,
a blessed end to the journey they now begin,
so that they may be found worthy to offer you
a perfect gift of loving service.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Receive, o lord, we pray,
the oblations and prayers we offer you
as we celebrate the beginnings of religious profession,
and grant that the first fruits of your servants
may be transformed by your grace into a plentiful harvest.
Through Christ our lord.

proper preface (pp. 1210-1212).
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Communion antiphon Mk 3: 35
Whoever does the will of god
is my brother and sister and mother, says the Lord (e.t. alleluia).

Prayer after Communion
may the mysteries we have received
fill us with joy, o lord,
and grant that by their power
these your servants may faithfully fulfill
the duties of the religious life they have begun
and may offer you willing service.
Through Christ our lord.
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2. for PErPETuAL ProfESSion

a

entrance antiphon cf. ps 122 (121): 1-2
i rejoiced when they said to me:
Let us go to the house of the Lord.
Now our feet are standing
within your gates, o Jerusalem (e.t. alleluia).

the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is said.

Collect
o God, who willed that the grace of Baptism
should flourish in these your servants,
so that they might strive to follow more closely
in the footsteps of your son,
grant, we pray,
that, constantly seeking evangelical perfection,
they may add to the holiness of your Church
and increase her apostolic zeal.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

the creed is said in accordance with the rubrics; the universal prayer is omitted.

Prayer over the offerings
Receive the gifts and intentions of your servants, o lord,
and confirm in your love
those who profess the evangelical counsels.
Through Christ our lord.
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Preface: Religious life as service of God through the imitation of Christ.
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holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .

text without music:

v. The lord be with you.
r. and with your spirit.

v. lift up your hearts.
r. We lift them up to the Lord.

v. let us give thanks to the lord our God.
r. it is right and just.
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It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God,
through Christ our lord.

he is the unblemished flower,
who sprang from the root of the Virgin
and declared the pure of heart blessed,
teaching by his way of life the surpassing worth of chastity.

he chose always to hold fast to what is pleasing to you
and, becoming obedient for our sake even until death,
he willingly offered himself to you
as a perfect and a fragrant sacrifice.

he consecrated to a fuller service of your majesty
those who for love of you leave all earthly things
and promised they would find treasure in heaven.

and so, with the company of angels and saints,
we sing the hymn of your praise,
as without end we acclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .

in the eucharistic prayers, the oblation of the professed is appropriately commemorated 
according to the following formulas:

For men:

a) in eucharistic prayer i, the proper form of the hanc igitur (therefore, Lord, we pray) 
is said.

Therefore, lord, we pray:
graciously accept this oblation of our service,
and of these your servants,
which we make to you on their profession day;
sanctify this offering in your mercy,
so that those who by your gift
have dedicated their lives to you today
may, at the glorious coming of your son,
be admitted to the joy of the eternal Pasch.
(Through Christ our lord. amen.)
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b) in the intercessions of eucharistic prayer ii, after the words and all the clergy, the following 
is added:

Be mindful also, lord, of these brothers,
who have dedicated themselves today
to your perpetual service,
and grant that they may always raise
their hearts and minds to you
and glorify your name.
Remember also our brothers and sisters . . .

c) in the intercessions of eucharistic prayer iii, after the words the entire people you have 
gained for your own, the following is added:

strengthen in their holy resolve, o lord,
these your servants,
who today have bound themselves to you perpetually
in the sacred bonds of religious profession,
and grant that they may show forth in your Church
the new and eternal life
purchased for us by Christ’s redemption.
listen graciously to the prayers of this family . . .

d) if the proper preface is not used, eucharistic prayer iv may be said; in its intercession, 
after the words to the praise of your glory, a commemoration of the professed may be 
inserted in this way:

Therefore, lord, remember now
all for whom we offer this sacrifice:
especially your servant n. our Pope
and n. our Bishop,
the whole order of Bishops,
and all the clergy.
Be mindful also of these brothers,
who consecrate themselves to you more closely today
by perpetual profession,
those who take part in this offering,
those gathered here before you,
your entire people,
and all who seek you with a sincere heart.
Remember also
those who have died in the peace of your Christ . . .
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For Women:

a) in eucharistic prayer i, the proper form of the hanc igitur (therefore, Lord, we pray) 
is said.

Therefore, lord, we pray:
graciously accept this oblation of our service,
and of these your servants,
which we make to you on their profession day;
sanctify this offering in your mercy,
so that they who by your gift
have today united themselves more closely to your son
may hasten gladly to meet him
when he comes in glory at the end of time.
(Through Christ our lord. amen.)

b) in the intercessions of eucharistic prayer ii, after the words and all the clergy, the following 
is added:

Be mindful also, lord, of these sisters,
who have left all things for your sake
in order to find you in all things
and, forgetful of themselves, to look to the needs of all.
Remember also our brothers and sisters . . .

c) in the intercessions of eucharistic prayer iii, after the words the entire people you have 
gained for your own, the following is added:

strengthen in their holy resolve, o lord,
these your servants,
who seek to follow your Christ in faithful devotion,
giving a witness of evangelical life and of fraternal love.
listen graciously to the prayers of this family . . .
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d) if the proper preface is not used, eucharistic prayer iv may be said; in its intercession, 
after the words to the praise of your glory, a commemoration of the professed may be 
inserted in this way:

Therefore, lord, remember now
all for whom we offer this sacrifice:
especially your servant n. our Pope
and n. our Bishop,
with the whole order of Bishops,
and all the clergy.
Be mindful also of these sisters,
who today have consecrated themselves to you perpetually
by a sacred pledge,
those who take part in this offering,
those gathered here before you,
your entire people,
and all who seek you with a sincere heart.
Remember also
those who have died in the peace of your Christ . . .

Communion antiphon gal 2: 19-20
i am crucified with christ
yet i live, no longer i,
but christ lives in me (e.t. alleluia).

Prayer after Communion
having received with reverence the divine mysteries,
we humbly beseech you, o lord,
to inflame with the fire of the holy spirit these your servants,
bound to you now by an act of sacred offering,
and to admit them for ever to the company of your son.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.
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solemn Blessing at the end of mass
the priest, with hands extended over the professed, says:

may God, the inspirer of every good resolve,
foster your purposes and strengthen your hearts,
that what you have promised
you may keep with persevering faith.
r. amen.

may he grant you to hasten in the joy of Christ
along the narrow way you have chosen,
rejoicing to bear the burdens of your brothers (sisters).
r. amen.

may the charity of God make of you a family
brought together in the lord’s name,
to show forth the image of the love of Christ.
r. amen.

and he blesses all the people, adding:

and may almighty God bless all of you, 
who are gathered for these sacred rites,
the Father, and the son, X and the holy spirit.
r. amen.

b

entrance antiphon cf. ps 66 (65): 13-14
My offering i bring to your house, o Lord;
to you i will pay my vows,
the vows which my lips have promised (e.t. alleluia).

the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is said.

Collect
o lord, holy Father, graciously confirm
the resolve of your servants n. and n.
and grant that the grace of Baptism,
which they desire to be strengthened by new bonds,
may produce in them its full effect,
so that they may render due worship to your majesty
and spread with apostolic zeal the Kingdom of Christ.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

the creed is said in accordance with the rubrics; the universal prayer is omitted.
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Prayer over the offerings
Receive in your kindness, o lord,
the offerings of your servants
and transform them into the sacrament of redemption,
filling with the gifts of the holy spirit
those whom with a father’s care
you have called to imitate more closely your son.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

preface and proper intercessions (pp. 1210-1215).

Communion antiphon ps 34 (33): 9
taste and see that the Lord is good;
blessed the man who seeks refuge in him (e.t. alleluia).

Prayer after Communion
may we be filled with joy, o lord,
by today’s celebration of a solemn pledge
and the reverent reception of this divine sacrament;
grant, we pray, in your mercy,
that this twofold act of devotion
may stir with burning charity the hearts of your servants
to serve the Church and the human family.
Through Christ our lord.
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solemn Blessing at the end of mass

the priest, with hands extended over the professed, says:

may God, who inspires and brings to completion every  
holy design,

guard you always with his grace,
that you may faithfully discharge the duties of your calling.
r. amen.

may God make you partakers of divine charity
and its witness and sign before all nations.
r. amen.

may God graciously make lasting in heaven
the bonds by which he has united you to Christ on earth.
r. amen.

and he blesses all the people, adding:

and may almighty God bless all of you, 
who are gathered for these sacred rites,
the Father, and the son, X and the holy spirit.
r. amen.

Masses for the anniversaries of religious profession are found among the Masses for 
various Needs (pp. 1264-1265).
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3. for ThE rEnEWAL of VoWS
the entrance and communion antiphons may be taken, if appropriate, from one of the 
preceding Masses (pp. 1207-1217).

Collect
o God, who direct the course of all things
and rule over the whole human race,
look upon these your sons (daughters),
who wish to confirm their offering of themselves to you,
and grant, we pray, that day by day,
they may be bound more closely
to the mystery of the Church
and devote themselves ever more
to the good of the human family.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
look with gracious favor, o lord,
on the offerings of your people,
to which these, our brothers (sisters),
add their renewed oblation
of chastity, poverty and obedience;
transform, we pray, these earthly gifts
into the sacrament of eternal life,
and conform those who make this offering
in mind and heart
to the likeness of your son.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

proper preface (pp. 1210-1212).

Prayer after Communion
having received, o lord, this heavenly sacrament
we humbly ask that these your servants,
who, with such trust in your grace from on high,
have renewed their resolve of determined service,
may be strengthened by the power of Christ
and fortified by the protection of the holy spirit.
Through Christ our lord.
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iX. for ThE inSTiTuTion of
LECTorS AnD ACoLyTES

if the rite of institution is celebrated during Mass, the Mass for the Ministers of the church (p. 
1255) may be used, with the color white or a festive color.

When, however, the days listed in nos. 1-9 of the table of Liturgical Days occur, the Mass of 
the day is said.
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X. for ThE DEDiCATion of A ChurCh
AnD An ALTAr

1. for ThE DEDiCATion of A ChurCh

When a church is dedicated, the proper ritual Mass is always used, with the color white or 
a festive color. the dedication of a church, however, is not to take place during the paschal 
triduum, on the Nativity of the Lord, on the epiphany, on the ascension, on pentecost Sunday, 
on ash Wednesday, on the weekdays of holy Week, or on the commemoration of all the faithful 
Departed (all Souls’ Day).

entrance antiphon cf. ps 68 (67): 6, 7, 36
god is in his holy place,
god who unites those who dwell in his house;
he himself gives might and strength to his people (e.t. alleluia).

or, with psalm 121: cf. ps 122 (121): 1

Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord (e.t. alleluia).

the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is said.

Collect
almighty ever-living God,
pour out your grace upon this place
and extend the gift of your help
to all who call upon you,
that the power of your word and of the sacraments
may strengthen here the hearts of all the faithful.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

the creed is said; the universal prayer is omitted.

Prayer over the offerings
may the gifts of your joyful Church
be acceptable to you, o lord,
so that your people, gathering in this holy house,
may come through these mysteries to everlasting salvation.
Through Christ our lord.

eucharistic prayer i or iii is said with this preface, which is an integral part of the rite of the 
Dedication of a church.
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Preface: The mystery of God’s Temple.

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ

& œœ œ œ œ œœ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œœ

& œ á á œ œ œœ œ œ á

& á œœ œ œ œœ œœ œ œœ œ œ á

& á œ œ œœ œ œ á

& á œ œ œ á

& á á œœ œœ œ œœ œ œ œ á

& á œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œœ œ

& œœ œ œ á œœ œœ œ

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œœ œ œœ œ œ œ á
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holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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text without music:

v. The lord be with you.
r. and with your spirit.

v. lift up your hearts.
r. We lift them up to the Lord.

v. let us give thanks to the lord our God.
r. it is right and just.

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

Father most holy.

For you have made the whole world a temple of your glory,
that your name might everywhere be extolled,
yet you allow us to consecrate to you
apt places for the divine mysteries.

and so, we dedicate joyfully to your majesty
this house of prayer, built by human labor.

here is foreshadowed the mystery of the true Temple,
here is prefigured the heavenly Jerusalem.

For you made the Body of your son, born of the tender Virgin,
the Temple consecrated to you,
in which the fullness of the Godhead might dwell.

You also established the Church as a holy city,
built upon the foundation of the apostles,
with Christ Jesus himself the chief cornerstone:
a city to be built of chosen stones,
given life by the spirit and bonded by charity,
where for endless ages you will be all in all
and the light of Christ will shine undimmed for ever.

Through him, o lord, with all the angels and saints,
we give you thanks, as in exultation we acclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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When Mass is already celebrated regularly in the church, eucharistic prayer i or iii is said with 
this preface.

Preface: From the mystery of the Temple of God, which is the Church.
v. The lord be with you.
r. and with your spirit.

v. lift up your hearts.
r. We lift them up to the Lord.

v. let us give thanks to the lord our God.
r. it is right and just.

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God,
through Christ our lord.

For in this visible house that you have let us build
and where you never cease to show favor
to the family on pilgrimage to you in this place,
you wonderfully manifest and accomplish
the mystery of your communion with us.
here you build up for yourself the temple that we are
and cause your Church, spread throughout the world,
to grow ever more and more as the lord’s own Body,
till she reaches her fullness in the vision of peace,
the heavenly city of Jerusalem.

and so, with the countless ranks of the blessed,
in the temple of your glory we praise you,
we bless you and proclaim your greatness, as we acclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .

text with music, pp. 1033-1034.
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in the eucharistic prayers, the dedication of the church is commemorated according to the 
following formulas:

a) in eucharistic prayer i, the proper form of the hanc igitur (therefore, Lord, we pray) 
is said:

Therefore, lord, we pray:
graciously accept this oblation of our service,
and of these your servants,
who in a spirit of faith
have offered to you this church (in honor of n.)
and built it with tireless labor.
(Through Christ our lord. amen.)

b) in the intercessions of eucharistic prayer iii, after the words the entire people you have 
gained for your own, the following is said:

listen graciously to the prayers of this family,
who dedicate this church to you:
may it be for your family a house of salvation
and a place for the celebration of your heavenly sacraments.
here may the Gospel of peace resound
and the sacred mysteries be celebrated,
so that your faithful,
formed by the word of life and by divine grace
on their pilgrim way through the earthly city,
may merit to reach the eternal Jerusalem.
There, in your compassion, o merciful Father,
gather to yourself all your children
scattered throughout the world.
To our departed brothers and sisters
and to all . . . 

Communion antiphon cf. Mt 21: 13; Lk 11: 10
My house shall be a house of prayer, says the Lord:
in that house, everyone who asks receives,
and the one who seeks finds,
and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened (e.t. alleluia).

or: cf. ps 128 (127): 3

Like shoots of the olive,
may the children of the church be gathered
around the table of the Lord (e.t. alleluia).
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Prayer after Communion
Through these holy gifts we have received,
o lord, we pray,
instill in our minds an increase of your truth,
so that we may constantly adore you in your holy temple
and glory in your sight with all the saints.
Through Christ our lord.

solemn Blessing at the end of mass

the bishop, with hands extended over the people, says:

may God, the lord of heaven and earth,
who has gathered you today for the dedication of this church,
make you abound in heavenly blessings.
r. amen.

may God, who has willed that all his scattered children
be gathered in his son,
grant that you become his temple
and the dwelling place of the holy spirit.
r. amen.

may you be made thoroughly clean,
so that God may dwell within you
and you may possess with all the saints
the inheritance of eternal happiness.
r. amen.

and may the blessing of almighty God,
the Father, X and the son, X and the holy X spirit,
come down on you and remain with you for ever.
r. amen.

Masses for the anniversary of Dedication are found among the commons (pp. 1032-1038).
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2. for ThE DEDiCATion of An ALTAr
When an altar is dedicated, the proper ritual Mass is normally used, with the color white or a 
festive color. the dedication of an altar, however, is not to take place during the paschal triduum, 
on ash Wednesday, on the weekdays of holy Week, or on the commemoration of all the faithful 
Departed (all Souls’ Day). on the Nativity of the Lord, on the epiphany, on the ascension, on 
pentecost Sunday, as well as on the Sundays of advent, Lent, and easter, the Mass of the day is 
used, except for the prayer over the offerings and the preface, which are intimately connected to 
the rite itself.

entrance antiphon ps 84 (83): 10-11
turn your eyes, our god, our shield,
and look on the face of your anointed one;
one day within your courts
is better than a thousand elsewhere (e.t. alleluia).

or: ps 43 (42): 4

i will come to the altar of god,
to god who restores the joy of my youth (e.t. alleluia).

the gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is said.

Collect
o God, who willed to draw all things
to your son, lifted high on the altar of the Cross,
fill your Church, we pray, with heavenly grace
as she dedicates to you this altar,
the table at which you will plentifully nourish
the faithful you gather as one
and will shape day by day,
through the outpouring of the spirit,
a people consecrated to yourself.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

the creed is said; the universal prayer is omitted.
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Prayer over the offerings
may your holy spirit come down upon this altar,
we pray, o lord our God,
to sanctify the gifts of your people
and graciously to cleanse the hearts of all who receive them.
Through Christ our lord.
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eucharistic prayer i or iii is said with this preface, which is an integral part of the rite of the 
Dedication of an altar.

Preface: Christ himself is the altar.

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ

& œœ œ œ œ œœ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œœ

& œ á á œ œ œœ œ œ á

& á œœ œ œ œ á

& œœ œ œ œœ œœ œ œ œ á

& á œœ œ œœ œ œ á

& á á œ œ œœ œ œ á œ œ á

& á œ œ œœ œ œ œ á

& œœ œ œœ œ á œœ œœ œ œ

& œ á œœ œ œ œ á
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holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .

text without music:

v. The lord be with you.
r. and with your spirit.

v. lift up your hearts.
r. We lift them up to the Lord.

v. let us give thanks to the lord our God.
r. it is right and just.
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It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God,
through Christ our lord.

having become both the true Priest and the true oblation,
he has taught us to celebrate for ever
the memorial of the sacrifice
that he himself offered to you on the altar of the Cross.

Therefore, lord, your people have raised this altar,
which we dedicate to you with joyful praise.

Truly this is an exalted place,
where the sacrifice of Christ is ever offered in mystery,
where perfect praise is rendered to you
and redemption flows forth for us.

here is prepared the table of the lord,
where your children, fed by the Body of Christ,
are gathered into the one, the holy Church.

here the faithful drink of your spirit
from the streams that flow from Christ, the spiritual rock,
through whom they, too, become a holy oblation, a living altar.

and so, lord, with all the angels and saints,
we, too, give you thanks, as in exultation we acclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .

Communion antiphon cf. ps 84 (83): 4-5
the sparrow finds a home,
and the swallow a nest for her young:
by your altars, o Lord of hosts, my King and my god.
blessed are they who dwell in your house,
for ever singing your praise (e.t. alleluia).

or: cf. ps 128 (127): 3

Like shoots of the olive,
may the children of the church be gathered
around the table of the Lord (e.t. alleluia).
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Prayer after Communion
Keep us, o lord, ever close to your altar
where the sacrament of sacrifice is celebrated,
so that, united in faith and charity,
we, who by Christ are nourished,
into Christ may be transformed.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

solemn Blessing at the end of mass

the bishop, with hands extended over the people, says:

may God, who adorns you with a royal priesthood,
grant that, as you exercise it in holiness,
you may share worthily in the sacrifice of Christ.
r. amen.

and may he, who gathers you at one table
and renews you with one Bread,
make of you one heart and one soul.
r. amen.

By the example of your love
may you draw to Christ
those to whom you proclaim him.
r. amen.

and may the blessing of almighty God,
the Father, X and the son, X and the holy X spirit,
come down on you and remain with you for ever.
r. amen.
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mASSES AND PRAYERS
FOR VARIOUS NEEDS

AND OCCASIONS



1. this section groups together Masses and prayers for various intentions, which may be used 
in many situations, and for various needs and occasions.

 the texts found in the first two parts may be used either in a Mass with the people or in 
a Mass without the people. the texts collected in the third part may, in general, be used in 
Masses celebrated without the people, unless at times a pastoral reason suggests otherwise.

2. in case of some grave need, a corresponding Mass may be said on the instructions of the local 
ordinary or with his permission, on any day except on Solemnities, the Sundays of advent, 
Lent, and easter, days within the octave of easter, the commemoration of all the faithful 
Departed (all Souls’ Day), ash Wednesday, and on the weekdays of holy Week.

if, however, some real necessity or pastoral advantage requires it, in the judgment of the 
rector of the church or the priest celebrant himself, an appropriate Mass or a collect may be 
used in a celebration with the people even if on that day there occurs an obligatory Memorial 
or a weekday of advent up to and including December 16, or a weekday of christmas time 
from January 2 or a weekday of easter time after the octave of easter.

During easter time, alleluia is added to the entrance antiphon and communion 
antiphon, unless this would be not in accord with the sense.

3. in a Mass for a weekday in ordinary time, the priest may always use all the prayers of this 
series, or even only the collect, observing what is indicated in no. 1.

4. as for the eucharistic prayer which may be used with formularies of the Masses for various 
Needs, see appendix to the order of Mass, p. 755.

5. in certain Masses, the liturgical texts given for a man may be adapted for a woman, with 
the necessary change of gender; in addition, those expressed in the plural may be used for 
individuals, with the necessary change to the singular.

6. these Masses may be said with the color proper to the day or the liturgical time or with 
the color violet if they have a penitential character, see e.g., nos. 31, 33, 38 (cf. the General 
Instruction, no. 347).
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i. for hoLy ChurCh

1. For the ChurCh

a

entrance antiphon  cf. eph 1: 9-10
god has made known to us the mystery of his will,
to bring together all things in christ,
all things in heaven and on earth in him.

Collect
o God, who in your wonderful providence
decreed that Christ’s kingdom
should be extended throughout the earth
and that all should become partakers of his saving redemption,
grant, we pray, that your Church
may be the universal sacrament of salvation
and that Christ may be revealed to all
as the hope of the nations and their savior.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
look upon the offerings of the people consecrated to you,
o merciful God,
and, through the power of this sacrament,
grant that the multitude of those who believe in you
may constantly be made a chosen race,
a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people of your own.
Through Christ our lord.

preface viii of the Sundays in ordinary time, p. 586.

Communion antiphon  rev 22: 17, 20
the Spirit and the bride say: come.
amen. come, Lord Jesus.
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Prayer after Communion
o God, who constantly feed and strengthen the Church
with your sacraments,
grant to us,
who have been nourished at the heavenly table,
that, by obeying your teachings of love,
we may become for the human family
a life-giving leaven and a means to salvation.
Through Christ our lord.

b
entrance antiphon  rev 7: 9

i had a vision of a great multitude, which no one could count,
from every nation, race, people, and tongue.

Collect
o God, in the covenant of your Christ
you never cease to gather to yourself from all nations
a people growing together in unity through the spirit;
grant, we pray, that your Church,
faithful to the mission entrusted to her,
may continually go forward with the human family
and always be the leaven and the soul of human society,
to renew it in Christ and transform it into the family of God.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Receive with kindness the offerings we bring you, o lord,
and grant that your Church,
which came forth from the side of Christ as he slept on the Cross,
may ever draw her holiness from participation in this mystery,
living by it always and responding worthily to her founder,
Jesus Christ our lord.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

preface viii of the Sundays in ordinary time, p. 586.
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Communion antiphon  Jn 19: 34
one of the soldiers opened his side with a lance,
and at once there came forth blood and water.

or:  rev 7: 12

blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving,
honor and power and might
be to our god for ever and ever. amen.

Prayer after Communion
nourished by the sacrament of your son,
we implore you, lord,
to make fruitful the work of your Church,
for by it you constantly reveal
the fullness of the mystery of salvation to the poor,
whom you have called to an honored place in your eternal Kingdom.
Through Christ our lord.

c
entrance antiphon  Mt 18: 20

Where two or three are gathered together in my name,
there am i in the midst of them.

or:  rom 12: 5

though many, we are one body in christ
and individually parts of one another.

Collect
Grant, we pray, almighty God,
that your Church may always remain that holy people,
formed as one by the unity of Father, son and holy spirit,
which manifests to the world
the sacrament of your holiness and unity
and leads it to the perfection of your charity.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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Prayer over the offerings
Celebrating the memorial of your son’s boundless love,
we humbly beseech you, o lord,
that through the ministry of your Church
the fruits of his saving work
may advance the salvation of all the world.
Through Christ our lord.

preface for the unity of christians, p. 1274.

Communion antiphon  cf. 1 cor 10: 17
though many, we are one bread, one body,
for we all partake of the one bread and one chalice.

Prayer after Communion
o God, who by this wonderful sacrament
give courage and comfort to the Church,
grant that through these holy gifts
your people may hold fast to Christ,
so that, by the tasks they carry out in this present age,
they may in freedom build up your eternal Kingdom.
Through Christ our lord.

D
entrance antiphon  cf. Jn 17: 20-21

father, i pray for those who will believe in me,
that they may be one in us,
so that the world may believe it was you who sent me.

Collect
almighty ever-living God,
who in Christ revealed your glory to all the nations,
watch over the works of your mercy,
that holy Church, spread throughout the whole world,
may persevere with steadfast faith in confessing your name.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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Prayer over the offerings
o God, who constantly sanctify your Church
through the same sacrifice by which you have made her clean,
grant that, united to Christ her head,
she may offer herself to you with him
and be united with you in purity of will.
Through Christ our lord.

preface viii of the Sundays in ordinary time, p. 586.

Communion antiphon  Jn 15: 5
Whoever remains in me and i in him bears fruit in plenty,
because without me you can do nothing, says the Lord.

Prayer after Communion
Be pleased, o lord, we pray,
to govern the Church you have nourished by this holy meal,
so that, firmly directed,
she may enjoy ever greater freedom
and persevere in integrity of religion.
Through Christ our lord.

e
for the particular church

entrance antiphon  rev 1: 5-6
to Jesus christ who loves us
and has washed us clean of our sins by his blood,
who has made us into a kingdom, priests for his god and father.
to him be glory and power for ever and ever. amen.
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Collect
o God, who in each pilgrim Church throughout the world
make visible the one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church,
graciously grant
that your faithful may be so united to their shepherd
and gathered together in the holy spirit 
through the Gospel and the eucharist,
as to worthily embody the universality of your people
and become a sign and instrument in the world of the presence  

of Christ.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Celebrating the memorial of your son’s boundless love,
we humbly beseech you, o lord,
that through the ministry of your Church
the fruits of his saving work
may advance the salvation of all the world.
Through Christ our lord.

preface viii of the Sundays in ordinary time, p. 586.

Communion antiphon  rev 3: 20
behold, i stand at the door and knock, says the Lord.
if anyone hears my voice and opens the door to me,
i will enter his house and dine with him, and he with me.

Prayer after Communion
in this your Church, o lord,
may integrity of faith, holiness of life,
fraternal charity and pure religion
flourish and abide until the end,
and, as you do not fail to feed her
with the Body of your son and with your word,
so also never cease, we pray,
to guide her under your protection.
Through Christ our lord.
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2. For the PoPe
Especially on the Anniversary of Election

this Mass is said, with the color white, on the anniversary of the election of the pope in 
places wherever special celebrations are held, provided they do not occur on a Sunday of 
advent, Lent or easter, on a Solemnity, on ash Wednesday, or on a weekday of holy Week.

entrance antiphon  Mt 16: 18-19
you are peter, and upon this rock i will build my church,
and the gates of the netherworld shall not prevail against it.
to you i will give the keys to the Kingdom of heaven.

Collect
o God, who in your providential design
willed that your Church be built
upon blessed Peter, whom you set over the other apostles,
look with favor, we pray, on n. our Pope
and grant that he, whom you have made Peter’s successor,
may be for your people a visible source and foundation
of unity in faith and of communion.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
or:

o God, shepherd and ruler of all the faithful,
look favorably on your servant n.,
whom you have set at the head of your Church as her shepherd;
grant, we pray, that by word and example
he may be of service to those over whom he presides
so that, together with the flock entrusted to his care,
he may come to everlasting life.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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or:

o God, who chose your servant n.
in succession to the apostle Peter
as shepherd of the whole flock,
look favorably on the supplications of your people
and grant that, as Vicar of Christ on earth,
he may confirm his brethren
and that the whole Church may be in communion with him
in the bond of unity, love and peace,
so that in you, the shepherd of souls,
all may know the truth and attain life eternal.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Be pleased, we pray, o lord,
with the offerings presented here
and govern with unfailing protection your holy Church,
together with n. our Pope,
whom you have chosen to be her shepherd.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon  Jn 21: 15, 17
Simon, son of John, do you love me more than these?
Lord, you know everything; you know that i love you.

Prayer after Communion
having been made sharers at the heavenly table,
we humbly entreat you, lord:
by the power of this mystery,
strengthen your Church in unity and charity
and, as you have entrusted your servant n. with the office of 

shepherd,
grant him always salvation and protection,
together with the flock entrusted to his care.
Through Christ our lord.
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3. For the BIShoP
Especially on the Anniversary of Ordination

this Mass is said on the anniversary of the ordination of the bishop wherever special 
celebrations are held, provided they do not occur on a Sunday of advent, Lent or easter, on 
a Solemnity, on ash Wednesday, or on a weekday of holy Week.

entrance antiphon  ez 34: 11, 23, 24
i will look after my sheep, says the Lord,
and i will appoint a shepherd to pasture them,
and i, the Lord, will be their god.

Collect
o God, eternal shepherd of the faithful,
who tend your Church in countless ways
and rule over her in love,
grant, we pray, that n., your servant,
whom you have set over your people,
may preside in the place of Christ
over the flock whose shepherd he is,
and be faithful as a teacher of doctrine,
a Priest of sacred worship
and as one who serves them by governing.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

or:

o God, shepherd and ruler of all the faithful,
look favorably on your servant,
whom you have set at the head
of your Church of n. as her shepherd;
grant, we pray, that by word and example
he may be of service to those over whom he presides,
so that, together with the flock entrusted to his care,
he may come to everlasting life.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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or:

o lord, who for the feeding of your flock
have set your servant n. over it
as a successor to the apostles,
grant him, we pray,
a spirit of counsel and fortitude,
a spirit of knowledge and piety,
so that, by faithfully governing the people entrusted to him,
he may build up in the world the sacrament of the Church.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
may this oblation, o lord,
which we have presented for your servant n.,
become an offering acceptable to you,
and, for the good of the flock,
may he, whom you have raised up
among your people to be high Priest,
be endowed, by your gift, with apostolic virtues.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon  Mt 20: 28
the Son of Man did not come to be served but to serve,
and to give his life as a ransom for many.

Prayer after Communion
By the power of this sacrament, o lord,
increase the gifts of your grace
in n., your servant and our Bishop,
that he may serve you worthily in the pastoral ministry
and receive the eternal rewards of a faithful steward.
Through Christ our lord.
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4. For the eleCtIon oF a PoPe or a BIShoP

entrance antiphon   1 Sm 2: 35
i will raise up for myself a faithful priest,
who shall do according to my heart and mind;
i will establish a lasting house for him
and he shall walk before me all his days.

Collect
o God, eternal shepherd,
who govern your flock with unfailing care,
grant in your boundless fatherly love
a pastor for your Church
who will please you by his holiness
and to us show watchful care.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
may your abundant kindness favor us, o lord,
that, through the sacred offerings we reverently bring to you,
we may come to rejoice that a pastor pleasing to your majesty
presides over your holy Church.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon  Jn 15: 16
i chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit, says the Lord,
fruit that will last.

Prayer after Communion
as we have been renewed, o lord,
with the supreme sacrament of salvation,
the Body and Blood of your only Begotten son,
may the wondrous grace of your majesty
gladden us with the gift of a shepherd
who will instruct your people by his virtues
and imbue the minds of the faithful with the truth of the Gospel.
Through Christ our lord.
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5. For a CounCIl or a Synod

entrance antiphon  cf. col 3: 14-15
and over all things put on love,
which is the bond of perfection,
and let the peace of christ rule in your hearts.

Collect
o lord, ruler and guardian of your Church,
pour out, we pray, upon your servants
a spirit of truth, understanding and peace,
that they may strive with all their heart
to know what is pleasing to you
and then pursue it with all their strength.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

or:

o God, who care for your peoples with gentleness
and rule them in love,
endow with a spirit of wisdom
those to whom you have handed on authority to govern,
that your people may be led to know the truth more fully
and to grow in holiness according to your will.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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Prayer over the offerings
look upon the offerings of your servants,
o God of all compassion,
and bestow on them the grace of your light,
that they may have a true understanding
of what is right in your eyes
and boldly carry it out.
Through Christ our lord.

preface ii of the holy Spirit, p. 1342.

Communion antiphon
Where true charity is dwelling, god is present there.
by the love of christ we have been brought together.

Prayer after Communion
Grant, we pray, o merciful God,
that the holy gifts we have received
may confirm your servants in the truth
and prompt them to seek the honor of your name.
Through Christ our lord.
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6. For PrIeStS

entrance antiphon  cf. Lk 4: 18
the Spirit of the Lord is upon me, for he has anointed me
and sent me to preach good news to the poor,
to heal the broken-hearted
and to let the oppressed go free.

Collect
o God, who made your only Begotten son eternal high Priest,
grant that those he has chosen
as ministers and stewards of your mysteries
may be found faithful in carrying out
the ministry they have received.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

or:

lord our God, who in governing your people
make use of the ministry of Priests,
grant to these men
a persevering obedience to your will,
so that by their ministry and life
they may gain glory for you in Christ.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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Prayer over the offerings
o God, who have willed that your Priests
should minister at the holy altar and serve your people,
grant by the power of this sacrifice, we pray,
that their labors may constantly please you
and in your Church bear that fruit which lasts for ever.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon  Jn 17: 17-18
holy father, consecrate them in the truth;
your word is truth.
as you sent me into the world,
so i sent them into the world, says the Lord.

Prayer after Communion
may the divine sacrifice
we have offered and received, o lord,
give new life to your Priests and to all your servants,
that, united to you in unfailing love,
they may receive the grace
of giving worthy service to your majesty.
Through Christ our lord.
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7. For the PrIeSt hImSelF
a

Especially for a Priest with the care of souls

entrance antiphon  cf. col 1: 25, 28
i have become a servant of the church
according to god’s commission given to me for you.
We proclaim christ, that we may present everyone perfect in christ Jesus.

Collect
o God, who have willed that i preside over your family
not by any merit of mine
but out of the abundance of your untold grace alone,
grant that i may carry out worthily the ministry of the  

priestly office
and, under your governance in all things,
may direct the people entrusted to my care.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
o God, powerful and kindly ruler of days and seasons,
look in mercy on the ministry given me by your grace
and, through the power of this oblation,
direct the hearts of Priest and people to be so disposed
that the obedience of the flock may never fail the shepherd,
nor the care of the shepherd be lacking for the flock.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon  Jn 15: 9
as the father loves me, so i also love you;
remain in my love, says the Lord.

Prayer after Communion
almighty ever-living God,
source and perfection of every virtue,
grant, we pray, that by participation in this mystery
i may do what is right and preach what is true,
so that by my deeds and by my words
i may offer to the faithful instruction in your grace.
Through Christ our lord.
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b

entrance antiphon  ps  16 (15): 2, 5
i say to the Lord: you are my Lord.
My goodness lies in you alone.
o Lord it is you who are my portion and cup;
you yourself who secure my lot.

Collect
incline your merciful ear to my prayers,
o God of all compassion,
and enlighten my heart by the grace of the holy spirit,
that i may worthily celebrate your mysteries,
faithfully serve your Church
and love you with eternal charity.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Receive, almighty God,
these offerings we bring you in veneration
and, as you look upon your Christ,
who is both Priest and Victim,
grant that i, who share in his priesthood,
may always offer myself
as a spiritual sacrifice pleasing to you.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon  cf. Lk 22: 28-30
Jesus said to those who stood by him in his trials:
i confer a kingdom on you, that you may eat and drink at my table.

Prayer after Communion
as you strengthen me with the Bread of heaven
and gladden me with the chalice of the new covenant,
bring me, holy Father, to serve you faithfully
and to spend my life boldly and zealously
for the salvation of all humanity.
Through Christ our lord.
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C

On the Anniversary of His Ordination

entrance antiphon  cf. Jn 15: 16
it was not you who chose me, says the Lord,
but i who chose you and appointed you to go out and bear fruit,
fruit that will last.

Collect
holy Father, who, by no merit of my own, chose me
for communion with the eternal priesthood of your Christ
and for the ministry of your Church,
grant that i may be an ardent yet gentle preacher of the Gospel
and a faithful steward of your mysteries.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
We offer you the sacrifice of praise, o lord,
for the deepening of our service of you,
so that what you have conferred on us,
unworthy as we are,
you may graciously bring to fulfillment.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon  cf. 1 cor 10: 16
the chalice of blessing that we bless
is a communion in the blood of christ;
and the bread that we break
is a sharing in the body of the Lord.

Prayer after Communion
For the glory of your name, o lord,
i have joyfully celebrated the mystery of faith
to mark the anniversary of my priestly ordination,
so that i may be in truth
what i have handled mystically in this sacrifice.
Through Christ our lord.
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8. For mInISterS oF the ChurCh

entrance antiphon  cf. 1 cor 12: 4-6
there are different graces but the same Spirit,
different ministries but the same Lord,
different works but the same god,
who accomplishes everything in everyone.

Collect
o God, who have taught the ministers of your Church
to seek not to be served, but to serve their brothers and sisters,
grant, we pray,
that they may be effective in action, gentle in ministry,
and constant in prayer.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
holy Father, whose son chose to wash the disciples’ feet
and so set us an example,
accept, we pray, the oblations of our service,
and grant that, offering ourselves as a spiritual sacrifice,
we may be filled with a spirit of humility and zeal.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon  Lk 12: 37
blessed are those servants whom the lord finds vigilant on his arrival.
amen, i say to you:
he will gird himself, seat them at table,
and proceed to wait on them.

Prayer after Communion
Grant, o lord, to your servants,
whom you have replenished with heavenly food and drink,
that, for the sake of your glory and the salvation of believers,
they may be found faithful as ministers of the Gospel,
of the sacraments and of charity.
Through Christ our lord.
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9. For VoCatIonS to holy orderS

entrance antiphon  Mt 9: 38
ask the Lord of the harvest
to send out laborers for his harvest,
says Jesus to his disciples.

Collect
o God, who willed to provide shepherds for your people,
pour out in your Church a spirit of piety and fortitude,
to raise up worthy ministers for your altars
and make them ardent yet gentle heralds of your Gospel.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
look kindly, we pray, o lord,
on the prayers and offerings of your people,
that the stewards of your mysteries may grow in number
and persevere always in your love.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon  1 Jn 3: 16
by this we came to know the love of god:
that christ laid down his life for us;
so we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers.

Prayer after Communion
Renewed with the Bread of the heavenly table,
we entreat you, o lord,
that through this sacrament of charity
the seeds you sow with great abundance in the field of your Church
may come to maturity,
so that many may make it their choice in life
to serve you in their brothers and sisters.
Through Christ our lord.
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10. For the laIty

entrance antiphon  Mt 13: 33
the Kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took
and mixed with three measures of wheat flour,
until the whole batch was leavened.

Collect
o God, who have sent the power of the Gospel
like leaven into the world,
grant that your faithful,
whom you have called to live amid the world and its affairs,
may be fervent with the Christian spirit
and, through the tasks they carry out in this present age,
may constantly build up your Kingdom.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
o God, who willed to save the whole world
by the sacrifice of your son,
grant through the power of this oblation
that your servants living in the lay state,
whom you do not cease to call to the apostolate,
may imbue the world with the spirit of Christ
and be the leaven of its sanctification.
Through Christ our lord.
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Communion antiphon  ps 100 (99): 2
cry out with joy to the Lord, all the earth. 
Serve the Lord with gladness.
come before him, singing for joy, alleluia.

or:  Jn 15: 8

by this is my father glorified,
that you bear much fruit and become my disciples, says the Lord.

Prayer after Communion
as we draw upon the fullness of your grace,
we pray, o lord,
that your faithful, 
who by your will are engaged in the things of this world,
may be strengthened by the power of the eucharistic Banquet,
to be tireless witnesses to the truth of the Gospel
and may ever make your Church present and active
amid the affairs of this age.
Through Christ our lord.
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11. on the annIVerSarIeS oF marrIage
on the main anniversaries of marriage, as for example, on the twenty-fifth, fiftieth, or sixtieth 
anniversary, whenever Masses for various Needs are permitted, the Mass for giving thanks 
to god (pp. 1323-1324) may be used with the prayers given below.

the same prayers may also be used, if appropriate, at Mass on a weekday in ordinary time. 
in these celebrations, a special remembrance of the Sacrament of Marriage may appropriately 
be made, using the forms which are indicated in the roman ritual (Order of Celebrating Marriage, 
nos. 272-286).

a

On Any Anniversary

Collect
o God, Creator of all things,
who in the beginning made man and woman
that they might form the marriage bond,
bless and strengthen the union of your servants n. and n.,
that they may show forth an ever more perfect image
of the union of Christ with his Church.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
o God, who made blood and water
flow from the side of Christ
as a sign of the mysteries of human rebirth,
be pleased, we pray, to receive
the offerings we make in thanksgiving
on behalf of your servants n. and n.
and endow their marriage with your many gifts.
Through Christ our lord.

Prayer after Communion
open wide in joy and love, o lord,
the hearts of these your servants,
who have been refreshed with food and drink from on high,
that their home may be a place of decency and peace
and welcome everyone with love.
Through Christ our lord.
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B
On the Twenty-Fifth Anniversary

Collect
o lord, who have joined these your servants n. and n.
in the unbreakable bond of marriage
and have been pleased to sustain them
in communion of spirit amid toil and joy,
increase, we pray, and purify their love,
so that (together with their children) they may rejoice
in the sanctification they bring to each other.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Be pleased, o God, to receive these offerings
in thanksgiving for your servants n. and n.,
so that from them they may draw peace and joy in abundance.
Through Christ our lord.

Prayer after Communion
o God, who have graciously welcomed this married couple n. and n.
(together with their children and friends)
to the table of your family,
grant that they may continue to grow
in strong and eager communion with each other,
so that by your gift they may be united,
until they reach the heavenly banquet.
Through Christ our lord.
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On the Fiftieth Anniversary

Collect
o God, almighty Father,
for the sake of the good works they have done
through their long life together,
look kindly on this husband and wife n. and n.
(with the children they have brought to life and faith)
and, as you sealed the beginnings of their love
by a wonderful sacrament,
so bless their fruitful old age.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Be pleased, o God, to receive these offerings,
presented in thanksgiving for your servants n. and n.,
who have lived as one in true fidelity these many years
and who ask of your bounty all the blessings of unity and peace.
Through Christ our lord.

Prayer after Communion
having tasted the delights of your table,
we entreat you, o lord,
to keep this married couple n. and n.
safe and holy in the years ahead,
until you welcome them both,
in the fullness of their days,
to your heavenly banquet.
Through Christ our lord.
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12. For the FamIly

entrance antiphon  eph 6: 2-3
honor your father and mother.
this is the first commandment with a promise,
that it may go well with you
and that you may have a long life on earth.

Collect
o God, in whose eternal design
family life has its firm foundation,
look with compassion on the prayers of your servants
and grant that, following the example
of the holy Family of your only Begotten son
in practicing the virtues of family life and in the bonds of charity,
we may, in the joy of your house,
delight one day in eternal rewards.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
We offer you, lord, the sacrifice of conciliation,
humbly asking that you may establish our families
firmly in your grace and your peace.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon  is 49: 15
can a mother forget her infant?
even should she forget, i will never forget you, says the Lord.

Prayer after Communion
Bring those you refresh with this heavenly sacrament,
most merciful Father,
to imitate constantly the example
of the holy Family of your only Begotten son,
so that, after the trials of this world,
they may share their company for ever.
Through Christ our lord.
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13. For relIgIouS

a

entrance antiphon  ps 37 (36): 3-4
trust in the Lord and do good,
and you will dwell in the land and be secure.
find your delight in the Lord,
and he will grant your heart’s desire.

Collect
o God, who inspire and bring to fulfillment every good intention,
direct your servants into the way of eternal salvation,
and, as they have left all things to devote themselves entirely to you,
grant that, following Christ and renouncing the things of this world,
they may faithfully serve you and their neighbor
in a spirit of poverty and in humility of heart.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
sanctify, we pray, o lord,
through these holy things we offer you,
the servants you have gathered in your name,
so that, faithfully fulfilling their vows to you,
they may serve your majesty in sincerity of heart.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon  1 Kgs 19: 7
the angel of the Lord said to elijah:
get up and eat, else the journey will be too much for you!

or:  rev 22: 17, 20

the Spirit and the bride say: come.
amen. come, Lord Jesus.
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Prayer after Communion
Grant, o lord, that your servants,
gathered in your love and partaking of the one Bread,
may be of one heart in prompting each other
in the pursuit of charity and good works,
so that through a holy way of life
they may always and everywhere be true witnesses to Christ.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

b

On the Twenty-Fifth or Fiftieth Anniversary of Religious Profession

entrance antiphon  cf. ps 40 (39): 8-9
behold, i come, o Lord, that i may do your will.
i have vowed it, and your law lies deep within me.

Collect
o lord, faithful God,
grant, we pray, that we may give you thanks
for your kindness towards our brother (sister) n.,
who today is eager to renew the gift received from you;
strengthen in him (her) a spirit of perfect charity,
so that each day he (she) may more fervently serve your glory
and the work of your salvation.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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Prayer over the offerings
Receive with our oblation, o lord,
the offering of himself (herself),
which our brother (sister) n. desires to reaffirm today,
and by the power of the holy spirit
graciously conform him (her) more fully
to the image of your beloved son.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

Communion antiphon  ps 42 (41): 2
Like the deer that yearns for running streams,
so my soul is yearning for you, my god.

Prayer after Communion
We have partaken, o lord,
of the Body and Blood of your son,
which you have given us on this joyful anniversary;
grant, we pray, that our brother (sister) n.,
refreshed with heavenly food and drink,
may proceed happily on the journey towards you
already long begun.
Through Christ our lord.
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14. For VoCatIonS to relIgIouS lIFe

entrance antiphon  Mt 19: 21
if you would be perfect,
go, sell what you have, give to the poor,
and follow me, says the Lord.

Collect
holy Father, who, though urging all the faithful to perfect charity,
never cease to prompt many to follow more closely 
in the footsteps of your son,
grant, we pray, that those you have chosen for this special calling
may, by their way of life,
show to the Church and the world a clear sign of your Kingdom.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

or, to be said by a religious priest:

look with favor on your family, o lord,
and increase it always with new offspring,
so that it may lead its sons (daughters)
towards their goal of perfect charity
and work effectively for the salvation of all.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Receive in compassion, holy Father,
the offerings we bring you,
and grant fraternal communion and spiritual freedom
to all who set out joyfully to imitate your son 
by following the narrow way.
Through Christ our lord.
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Communion antiphon  cf. Mt 19: 27-29
amen i say to you: that you who have left all and followed me
will receive a hundredfold and possess eternal life, says the Lord.

Prayer after Communion
strengthen your servants, o lord,
with this spiritual food and drink,
so that, always faithful to the call of the Gospel,
they may make present everywhere
the living image of your son.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

or, to be said by a religious priest:

By the power of this sacrament
give us, lord, we pray,
perseverance in obeying your will,
that we may bear witness to your love before the world
and seek with courage those good things
which alone will last for ever.
Through Christ our lord.
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15. For PromotIng harmony

entrance antiphon  acts 4: 32-33
the community of believers was of one heart and mind.
the apostles bore witness to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus,
and great favor was accorded them all, alleluia.

Collect
o God, who are perfect unity and true charity,
grant your faithful one heart and one mind,
that the body of your Church,
which rests on the confession of the truth,
may flourish in harmony
and be made strong in enduring unity.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
or:

o God, who have taught your Church
to keep all the heavenly commandments
by loving you and loving our neighbor,
grant us a spirit of peace and grace,
so that your entire family
may be devoted to you wholeheartedly
and united in purity of intent.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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Prayer over the offerings
o God, who renew us in your image
through your sacraments and your commandments,
mercifully guide our footsteps in your paths,
that through these sacrificial offerings which we bring
we may possess the gift of charity,
for which you have taught us to hope.
Through Christ our lord.

preface of the unity of christians, p. 1274.

Communion antiphon  Jn 17: 20-21
father, i pray for those who will believe in me, 
that they may be one in us,
so that the world may believe it was you who sent me, says the Lord.

Prayer after Communion
We have received, o lord, the sacrament of unity;
grant us, we pray,
that, living in your house in holy accord,
we may possess the peace we hand on
and preserve the peace we have received.
Through Christ our lord.
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16. For reConCIlIatIon
the words in this Mass printed within parentheses are said on the occasion of a special 
penitential time.

entrance antiphon
i am the salvation of the people, says the Lord.
Should they cry to me in any distress,
i will hear them, and i will be their Lord for ever.

Collect
God of mercy and reconciliation,
who offer your people special days of salvation
so that they may recognize you as Creator and Father of all,
mercifully come to our help, we pray,
(throughout this acceptable time),
so that, receiving gladly from you the message of peace,
we may serve your will to restore all things in Christ.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

or, especially during easter time:

o God, author of true freedom,
whose will it is to shape all men and women
into a single people released from slavery,
(and who offer us a time of grace and blessing,)
grant to your Church, we pray,
that, as she receives new growth in freedom,
she may appear more clearly to the world
as the universal sacrament of salvation,
manifesting and making present
the mystery of your love for all.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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Prayer over the offerings
Remember, lord, that your son,
who is our peace and our reconciliation,
has canceled the sin of the world with his Blood,
and, as you look mercifully on your Church’s offerings,
grant that we (who joyfully celebrate this time of grace)
may extend to all the freedom of Christ.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

one or other of the eucharistic prayers for reconciliation may be used, p. 757 and p. 765.

Communion antiphon  Mt 11: 28
come to me, all who labor and are burdened,
and i will refresh you, says the Lord.

or:  Jn 16: 24

ask, and you will receive,
so that your joy may be complete, says the Lord.

Prayer after Communion
may the sacrament of your son, which we have received,
increase our strength, we pray, o lord,
that from this mystery of unity
we may drink deeply of love’s power
and everywhere promote your peace.
Through Christ our lord.
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17. For the unIty oF ChrIStIanS
this Mass may be used whenever there are special celebrations for the unity of christians, 
provided it does not occur on a Sunday of advent, Lent or easter, or on any Solemnity.

a

entrance antiphon  Jn 10: 14-15
i am the good Shepherd,
and i know my sheep and mine know me, says the Lord,
just as the father knows me and i know the father;
and i lay down my life for the sheep.

Collect
almighty ever-living God,
who gather what is scattered
and keep together what you have gathered,
look kindly on the flock of your son,
that those whom one Baptism has consecrated
may be joined together by integrity of faith
and united in the bond of charity.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

or:

We humbly ask you, lord, lover of the human family,
to pour out more fully upon us the grace of your spirit,
and grant that, walking worthily in the vocation
to which you have called us,
we may bear witness to the truth before others
and seek with confidence
the unity of all believers in the bond of peace.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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Prayer over the offerings
o lord, who gained for yourself a people by adoption
through the one sacrifice offered once for all,
bestow graciously on us, we pray,
the gifts of unity and peace in your Church.
Through Christ our lord.
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Preface: The unity of the Body of Christ, which is the Church.
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holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .

text without music:

v. The lord be with you.
r. and with your spirit.

v. lift up your hearts.
r. We lift them up to the Lord.

v. let us give thanks to the lord our God.
r. it is right and just.

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God,
through Christ our lord.

For through him you brought us
to the knowledge of your truth,
so that by the bond of one faith and one Baptism
we might become his Body.

Through him you poured out
your holy spirit among all the nations,
so that in a wondrous manner
he might prompt and engender unity
in the diversity of your gifts,
dwelling within your adopted children
and filling and ruling the whole Church.

and so, in company with the choirs of angels,
we praise you, and with joy we proclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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Communion antiphon  cf. 1 cor 10:17
though many, we are one bread, one body,
for we all partake of the one bread and one chalice.

Prayer after Communion
as this reception of your holy Communion, o lord,
foreshadows the union of the faithful in you,
so may it bring about unity in your Church.
Through Christ our lord.

b

entrance antiphon  ps 106 (105): 47
Save us, o Lord our god,
and gather us from the nations,
to give thanks to your holy name
and make it our glory to praise you.

Collect
o God, who have united many nations in confessing your name,
grant us, we pray,
the grace to will and to do what you command,
that the people called to your Kingdom
may be one in the faith of their hearts
and the homage of their deeds.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

or:

attend with favor to the prayers of your people,
we ask, o lord,
and grant that the hearts of believers
may be united in your praise and in repentance together,
so that, with division among Christians overcome,
we may hasten with joy to your eternal Kingdom
in the perfect communion of the Church.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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Prayer over the offerings
Celebrating the memorial of our salvation,
we humbly beseech your mercy, o lord,
that this sacrament of your loving kindness
may be for us the sign of unity
and the bond of charity.
Through Christ our lord.

proper preface, pp. 1274-1275.

Communion antiphon  col 3: 14-15
and over all things put on love,
which is the bond of perfection.
and let the peace of christ rule in your hearts,
the peace into which you were also called in one body.

Prayer after Communion
Pour out on us, o lord, the spirit of your love
and, in your kindness,
make those who believe in you one in mind and heart
by the power of this sacrifice.
Through Christ our lord.

c
entrance antiphon  eph 4: 4-6

one body and one Spirit,
as you were also called to the one hope of your call;
one Lord, one faith, one baptism;
one god and father of all,
who is over all and through all and in us all.

Collect
look with favor on your people, lord, we pray,
and pour out upon them the gifts of your spirit,
that they may grow constantly in love of the truth
and devote themselves with zeal
to perfect unity among Christians.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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or:

make known in us, o lord,
the abundance of your mercy
and, in the power of your spirit,
remove the divisions between Christians,
that your Church may appear more clearly
as a sign raised high among the nations
and that the world, enlightened by your spirit,
may believe in the Christ whom you have sent.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
may the sacrifice we offer you purify us, o lord,
and make all who are joined in one Baptism
partakers at last of one and the same celebration
of these mysteries.
Through Christ our lord.

proper preface, pp. 1274-1275.

Communion antiphon  Jn 17: 21, 23
May all be one, as you, father, are in me and i in you,
that they also may be one in us,
i in them and you in me,
that they may be brought to perfection as one.

Prayer after Communion
Receiving the sacrament of your Christ,
we pray, o lord, that you may renew in your Church
the sanctifying grace you have given
and that all who glory in the name of Christian
may come to serve you in unity of faith.
Through Christ our lord.
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18. For the eVangelIzatIon oF PeoPleS
this Mass may be used even on Sundays of ordinary time, whenever there are special 
celebrations for the work of the missions, provided it does not occur on a Sunday of advent, 
Lent or easter, or on any Solemnity.

a

entrance antiphon  cf. ps 67 (66): 2-3
o god, be gracious and bless us,
and let your face shed its light upon us, and have mercy.
So will your ways be known upon earth
and all nations learn your salvation.

Collect
o God, whose will it is that all should be saved
and come to the knowledge of the truth,
look upon your abundant harvest
and be pleased to send workers to gather it,
that the Gospel may be preached to all creation
and that your people, gathered by the word of life
and sustained by the power of the sacraments,
may advance in the path of salvation and love.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

or:

o God, who sent your son into the world as the true light,
pour out, we pray, the spirit he promised
to sow seeds of truth constantly in people’s hearts
and to awaken in them obedience to the faith,
so that, being born to new life through Baptism,
all may become part of your one people.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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Prayer over the offerings
look, o lord, upon the face of your Christ,
who handed himself over as a ransom for all,
so that through him,
from the rising of the sun to its setting,
your name may be exalted among the nations
and in every place a single offering
may be presented to your majesty.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon  cf. Mt 28: 20
teach all nations to keep whatever i have commanded you, says the Lord.
and behold, i am with you always, even to the end of the age.

Prayer after Communion
nourished by these redeeming gifts,
we pray, o lord,
that through this help to eternal salvation
true faith may ever increase.
Through Christ our lord.

b

entrance antiphon  ps 96 (95): 3-4
tell among the nations his glory,
and his wonders among all the peoples,
for the Lord is great and highly to be praised.
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Collect
o God, you have willed that your Church
be the sacrament of salvation for all nations,
so that Christ’s saving work may continue to the end of the ages;
stir up, we pray, the hearts of your faithful
and grant that they may feel a more urgent call
to work for the salvation of every creature,
so that from all the peoples on earth
one family and one people of your own
may arise and increase.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
may the offerings and prayers of your Church, o lord,
rise up in the sight of your majesty and gain acceptance,
just as the glorious Passion of your son was pleasing to you
for the salvation of the whole world.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon  ps 117 (116): 1-2
o praise the Lord, all you nations;
acclaim him, all you peoples!
for his merciful love has prevailed over us,
and the Lord’s faithfulness endures for ever.

or:  Mk 16: 15

go into all the world, and proclaim the gospel, says the Lord.
i am with you always.

Prayer after Communion
may our participation at your table sanctify us,
o lord, we pray,
and grant that through the sacrament of your Church
all nations may receive in rejoicing
the salvation accomplished on the Cross
by your only Begotten son.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.
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19. For PerSeCuted ChrIStIanS

entrance antiphon  cf. ps 74 (73): 20, 19, 22, 23
Look to your covenant, o Lord,
and do not forget the life of your poor ones for ever.
arise, o Lord, and defend your cause,
and forget not the cries of those who seek you!

or:  acts 12: 5

peter thus was being kept in prison,
but prayer was made without ceasing
by the church to god for him.

Collect
o God, who in your inscrutable providence
will that the Church be united to the sufferings of your son,
grant, we pray, to your faithful who suffer for your name’s sake
a spirit of patience and charity,
that they may be found true and faithful witnesses
to the promises you have made.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Receive, we ask, o lord,
the prayers and sacrificial gifts we offer in humility
and grant that those who suffer persecution
for their faithful service to you
may rejoice to be united to the sacrifice of Christ your son
and may know that their names are written in heaven
among the company of the elect.
Through Christ our lord.
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Communion antiphon  Mt 5: 11-12
blessed are you, when they insult you
and persecute you because of me, says the Lord.
rejoice and be glad,
for your reward will be great in heaven.

or:  Mt 10: 32

everyone who acknowledges me before others
i will acknowledge before my heavenly father, says the Lord.

Prayer after Communion
By the power of this sacrament, o lord,
confirm your servants in the truth
and grant to your faithful who suffer tribulation
that, as they follow your son in bearing their cross,
they may, in every trial, glory in the name of Christian.
Through Christ our lord.
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20. For a SPIrItual or PaStoral gatherIng

entrance antiphon  cf. Mt 18: 19, 20
thus says the Lord:
Where two or three are gathered together in my name,
there am i in the midst of them.

or:  col 3: 14-15

and over all things put on love,
which is the bond of perfection.
and let the peace of christ rule in your hearts,
the peace into which you were also called in one body.

Collect
Pour out on us, o lord, we pray,
a spirit of truth, understanding and peace,
that we may know with all our hearts
what is pleasing to you
and, with one accord,
pursue what we have come to know.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

or:

o God, whose son promised to all those gathered in his name
that he would be there in their midst,
grant, we pray,
that we may be aware of his presence among us
and, in truth and charity, experience in our hearts
an abundance of grace, mercy and peace.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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Prayer over the offerings
look with gracious favor, o lord, we pray,
on the offerings of your servants,
that they may truly understand and proclaim with confidence
what is right and wholesome in your sight.
Through Christ our lord.

preface ii of the holy Spirit, p. 1342.

Communion antiphon
Where true charity is dwelling, god is present there.
by the love of christ we have been brought together.

Prayer after Communion
Grant us, o merciful God,
that the holy gifts we have received
may confirm us in our resolve to do your will
and make us everywhere witnesses to your truth.
Through Christ our lord.
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ii. for CiViL nEEDS

21. For the natIon or State

Collect
o God, who arrange all things according to a wonderful design,
graciously receive the prayers
we pour out to you for our country (state),
that, through the wisdom of its leaders and the integrity of  

its citizens,
harmony and justice may be assured
and lasting prosperity come with peace.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

22. For thoSe In PuBlIC oFFICe

Collect
almighty ever-living God,
in whose hand lies every human heart and the rights of peoples,
look with favor, we pray,
on those who govern with authority over us,
that throughout the whole world
the prosperity of peoples,
the assurance of peace,
and freedom of religion
may through your gift be made secure.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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23. For a goVernIng aSSemBly

Collect
o God, who arrange all things in wondrous order
and govern in marvelous ways,
look with favor on the assembled, for whom we now pray,
and mercifully pour out upon them the spirit of your wisdom,
that they may decide everything for the well-being and peace of all
and may never turn aside from your will.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

24. For the head oF State or ruler

Collect
o God, to whom every human power is subject,
grant to your servant (our president, sovereign) n.
success in the exercise of his (her) high office,
so that, always revering you and striving to please you,
he (she) may constantly secure and preserve
for the people entrusted to his (her) care
the freedom that comes from civil peace.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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25. at the BegInnIng oF the CIVIl year
this Mass may not be used on the Solemnity of Mary, the holy Mother of god, on January 1.

entrance antiphon  cf. ps 65 (64): 12
you crown the year with your bounty,
and abundance flows in your pathways.

or:  Mt 28: 20

behold, i am with you always, says the Lord,
even to the end of the age.

Collect
o God, who are without beginning or end,
the source of all creation,
grant us so to live this new year,
whose beginning we dedicate to you,
that we may abound in good things
and be resplendent with works of holiness.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
may the sacrificial gifts we offer you
be acceptable in your eyes, o lord,
so that all of us, who celebrate with joy
the beginning of this year,
may for the rest of its course
be worthy to live in your love.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon  heb 13: 8
Jesus christ is the same yesterday, today, and for ever.

Prayer after Communion
o lord, draw near to the peoples
who have known the sacred mysteries,
that throughout this year no dangers may afflict
those who always trust in your protection.
Through Christ our lord.
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26. For the SanCtIFICatIon oF human laBor

a

entrance antiphon  gn 1: 1, 27, 31
in the beginning, when god created the heavens and the earth,
god created man in his image;
god looked at everything he had made, and he found it very good.

or:  cf. ps 90 (89): 17

May your favor, o Lord, be upon us,
and may you give success to the work of our hands.

Collect
o God, Creator of all things,
who have commanded the human race to bear the burden of labor,
grant that the work we are beginning
may bring progress in this life
and, by your favor,
advance the spread of the Kingdom of Christ.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

or:

o God, who through human labor
never cease to perfect and govern the vast work of creation,
listen to the supplications of your people
and grant that all men and women
may find work that befits their dignity,
joins them more closely to one another
and enables them to serve their neighbor.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

other prayers, p. 1291.
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Prayer over the offerings
o God, who in the offerings presented here
nourish the human race with food
and renew it with your sacrament,
grant, we pray,
that the sustenance they provide
may not fail us in body or in spirit.
Through Christ our lord.

preface v of the Sundays in ordinary time, p. 580.

Communion antiphon  col 3: 17
Whatever you do in word or deed,
do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus christ,
giving thanks to god the father through him.

Prayer after Communion
having been made partakers of this table of unity and charity,
we beseech your mercy, lord,
that through the work you have given us to do
we may sustain our life on earth
and trustingly build up your Kingdom.
Through Christ our lord.
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b

Other Prayers

Collect
o God, who willed to subject
the forces of nature to human labor,
mercifully grant
that, undertaking in a Christian spirit what we are to do,
we may merit to join our brothers and sisters
in practicing sincere charity
and in advancing the fulfillment of your divine work of creation.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Receive, o lord, the offerings and supplications of your Church
and grant that, through the human labor we offer you,
we may have a part in the work of Christ the Redeemer.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

Prayer after Communion
Govern with temporal assistance, we pray, o lord,
those you graciously renew with these eternal mysteries.
Through Christ our lord.
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27. at SeedtIme

a

entrance antiphon  cf. ps 90 (89): 17
May your favor, o Lord, be upon us,
and may you give success to the work of our hands.

Collect
o God, by whose help we sow seeds in the earth
that will grow by the effect of your power,
grant that what we know to be lacking in our labors
may be supplied abundantly by you,
for you alone give increase.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

other prayers, p. 1293.

Prayer over the offerings
o God, who are the true Creator of the earth’s produce
and nurture carefully the fruits of the spirit,
give success to our labors, we pray,
so that we may gather the fruits of the earth in abundance
and that all things, owing their origin to a single providence,
may always work as one for your glory.
Through Christ our lord.

preface v of the Sundays in ordinary time, p. 580.

Communion antiphon  ps 85 (84): 13
the Lord will bestow his bounty,
and our earth shall yield its increase.

Prayer after Communion
o lord, who renew us with your sacraments,
assist, we pray, the work of our hands,
so that we, who live and move and have our being in you,
may, through your blessing of the seeds of the earth,
be fed by abundant crops.
Through Christ our lord.
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b

Other Prayers

Collect
Pour out your gracious blessing on your people, lord God,
so that through your generosity
our land may yield its fruits
for us to enjoy with ever-grateful hearts,
to the honor of your holy name.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
look with favor on our offerings, o lord,
so that we, who bring you grains of wheat made into bread
to be changed into the Body of your son,
may find joy in the blessing you bestow
on the seed to be sown in the earth.
Through Christ our lord.

Prayer after Communion
Grant to your faithful, almighty God,
abundance of the earth’s fruits,
that, nourished by these in the present age,
they may also grow in spiritual things
and so obtain the good things of eternity,
of which they have received a pledge in this sacrament.
Through Christ our lord.
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28. aFter the harVeSt

entrance antiphon  ps 67 (66): 7
the earth has yielded its fruit;
may god, our god, bless us.

Collect
o lord, good Father, who in your providence
have entrusted the earth to the human race,
grant, we pray, that with the fruits harvested from it
we may be able to sustain life
and, with your help, always use them
to promote your praise and the well-being of all.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

or:

We give you thanks, o lord,
for the fruits that earth has given to benefit the human family
and we pray
that, as the working of your supreme providence  

has produced them,
so you may cause the seed of justice and the fruits of charity 
to spring up in our hearts.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
sanctify, o lord, the offerings
we bring to you with thanksgiving from the fertile earth
and, as you give us a rich harvest of the earth’s produce,
so make our hearts abound with heavenly fruitfulness.
Through Christ our lord.
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preface v of the Sundays in ordinary time, p. 580.

Communion antiphon  cf. ps 104 (103): 13-15
the earth is replete with the fruits of your work, o Lord;
you bring forth bread from the earth,
and wine to cheer the heart.

Prayer after Communion
Grant, we pray, o lord,
that, as we give you thanks in this saving mystery
for the crops harvested from the earth,
we may, through the same mystery working within us,
be worthy to receive still greater blessings.
Through Christ our lord.

29. For the ProgreSS oF PeoPleS

entrance antiphon  1 Jn 3: 17
When a person who has worldly means
sees a brother in need and refuses him compassion,
how can the love of god remain in him?

Collect
o God, who gave one origin to all peoples
and willed to gather from them one family for yourself,
fill all hearts, we pray, with the fire of your love
and kindle in them a desire
for the just advancement of their neighbor,
that, through the good things which you richly bestow upon all,
each human person may be brought to perfection,
every division may be removed,
and equity and justice may be established in human society.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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Prayer over the offerings
hear, o lord, in your mercy,
the prayers of those who cry to you
and, as you receive your Church’s offering,
grant that all may be filled with the spirit of divine sonship,
so that, with inequalities overcome by charity,
one family of peoples may be formed in your peace.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon  cf. ps 104 (103): 13-15
the earth is replete with the fruits of your work, o Lord;
you bring forth bread from the earth,
and wine to cheer the heart.

or:  Lk 11: 9

ask, and it will be given to you, seek, and you will find,
knock, and the door will be opened to you, says the Lord.

Prayer after Communion
having been fed with the one Bread
by which you constantly renew the human family,
we pray, o lord,
that from participation in this sacrament of unity
we may draw a love strong and pure
to help peoples in their development
and, prompted by charity, to fulfill what justice requires.
Through Christ our lord.
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30. For the PreSerVatIon oF PeaCe and JuStICe
this Mass may not be used on the Solemnity of Mary, the holy Mother of god, on January 1.

a

entrance antiphon  cf. Sir 36: 18, 19
give peace, o Lord, to those who wait for you;
hear the prayers of your servants
and guide us in the way of justice.

Collect
o God, who have revealed
that peacemakers are to be called your children,
grant, we pray,
that we may work without ceasing to establish that justice
which alone ensures true and lasting peace.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

or:

o God, who show a father’s care for all,
grant, in your mercy,
that the members of the human race,
to whom you have given a single origin,
may form in peace a single family
and always be united by a fraternal spirit.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

other prayers, p. 1298.

Prayer over the offerings
may the saving sacrifice of your son, the King of peace,
offered under sacramental signs that signify peace and unity,
strengthen, we pray, o lord,
concord among all your children.
Through Christ our lord.
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Communion antiphon  Mt 5: 9
blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called children of god.

or:  Jn 14: 27

peace i leave with you,
my peace i give you, says the Lord.

Prayer after Communion
Bestow on us, we pray, o lord, the spirit of charity,
so that, sustained by the Body and Blood of your only Begotten son,
we may be effective in nurturing among all
the peace that he has left us.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

b

Other prayers for peace

Collect
o God, Creator of the world,
under whose governance the design for all the ages unfolds,
be attentive, we pray, to our petitions
and grant to our times tranquility and peace,
that we may exult with unceasing joy
in praise of your great mercy.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

or:

o God of peace, who are peace itself
and whom a spirit of discord cannot grasp,
nor a violent mind receive,
grant that those who are one in heart
may persevere in what is good
and that those in conflict
may forget evil and so be healed.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

the Mass for promoting harmony, pp. 1268-1269, may also be used.

1298	 	FOR	CIVIL	NEEDS



31. In tIme oF War or CIVIl dISturBanCe

entrance antiphon  Jer 29: 11-12, 14
the Lord said: i think thoughts of peace and not of affliction.
you will call upon me, and i will answer you,
and i will lead back your captives from every place.

or:  cf. ps 18 (17): 5-7

the waves of death rose about me;
the pains of the netherworld surrounded me.
in my anguish i called to the Lord,
and from his holy temple he heard my voice.

Collect
o God, merciful and strong,
who crush wars and cast down the proud,
be pleased to banish violence swiftly from our midst
and to wipe away all tears,
so that we may all truly deserve to be called your children.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

or:

o God, author and lover of peace,
to know you is to live, to serve you is to reign;
defend against every attack those who cry to you,
so that we, who trust in your protection,
may not fear the weapons of any foe.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Be mindful, lord, that your son,
who himself is peace,
has destroyed our hatreds by his Blood;
look in mercy on our evil deeds
and grant that to those whom you love
this sacrifice may restore peace and tranquility.
Through Christ our lord.
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Communion antiphon  Jn 14: 27
peace i leave with you;
my peace i give to you, says the Lord.
Not as the world gives do i give it to you.
Do not let your hearts be troubled or afraid.

Prayer after Communion
Grant to us, o lord,
that, nourished with the delights of the one Bread
that fortifies the human heart,
we may successfully overcome the fury of war
and resolutely keep your law of love and justice.
Through Christ our lord.

32. For reFugeeS and exIleS

entrance antiphon  ps 91 (90): 11
for you has god commanded his angels
to keep you in all your ways.

or:  Jer 29: 11-12, 14

the Lord said: i think thoughts of peace and not of affliction.
you will call upon me, and i will answer you,
and i will lead back your captives from every place.

Collect
o lord, to whom no one is a stranger
and from whose help no one is ever distant,
look with compassion on refugees and exiles,
on segregated persons and on lost children;
restore them, we pray, to a homeland,
and give us a kind heart for the needy and for strangers.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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Prayer over the offerings
o lord, who willed that your son should lay down his life
to gather into one your scattered children,
grant that this sacrifice of your peace
may bring about a communion of minds and hearts
and an increase in fraternal charity.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon  ps 91 (90): 2
My refuge and my stronghold,
my god, in whom i trust.

Prayer after Communion
o lord, who have renewed us
with the one Bread and the one Chalice,
grant that in sincerity of heart
we may show true compassion
toward strangers and the abandoned
and that all of us may deserve to be gathered together at last 
in the land of the living.
Through Christ our lord.
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33. In tIme oF FamIne
or For thoSe SuFFerIng hunger

a

entrance antiphon  ps 74 (73): 20, 19
Look to your covenant, o Lord,
and forget not the life of your poor ones for ever.

Collect
o God, who, being both good and almighty,
provide for all creatures,
give us, we pray, an effective love
for our brothers and sisters who suffer hunger,
so that famine may be banished
and that they may have strength to serve you
with free and untroubled hearts.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

other prayers to be said by those suffering from hunger, p. 1303.

Prayer over the offerings
look, o lord, on the oblation we present to you
from among your wonderful gifts,
so that the offering which signifies abundance of divine life
and unity in charity
may impel us to share all things justly
and to care for one another as brothers and sisters.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon  Mt 11: 28
come to me, all who labor and are burdened,
and i will refresh you, says the Lord.

1302	 	FOR	CIVIL	NEEDS



Prayer after Communion
o God, almighty Father,
we humbly ask you that the living Bread,
which has come down from heaven,
may give us strength
to relieve our brothers and sisters in their need.
Through Christ our lord.

B

Other prayers, to be said by those suffering hunger

Collect
o God, who did not create death
and who provide food for all living things,
drive out, in your compassion,
the hunger of your servants,
that our hearts may serve you with greater readiness and joy.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
To you, o lord, we gladly offer these gifts
from the little we have,
humbly imploring your kindness
that they may be for us the first fruits
of your life-giving generosity.
Through Christ our lord.

Prayer after Communion
having received the Bread of heaven
from your abundance, o lord,
we pray that it may give us
such hope and strength for our labor,
that we may provide effectively for our own needs
and for those of our brothers and sisters.
Through Christ our lord.
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34. In tIme oF earthquake

Collect
o God, who set the earth on its firm foundation,
spare those who are fearful
and show favor to those who implore you,
so that, with all dangers of earthquake entirely gone,
we may continue to experience your mercy
and serve you in thankfulness,
safe under your protection.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

35. For raIn

Collect
o God, in whom we live and move and have our being,
grant us sufficient rain,
so that, being supplied with what sustains us in this present life,
we may seek more confidently what sustains us for eternity.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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36. For FIne Weather

Collect
almighty ever-living God,
who heal us through correction
and save us by your forgiveness,
grant to those who seek your favor
that we may rejoice at the good weather for which we hope
and always use what in your goodness you bestow
for the glory of your name and for our well-being.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

37. For an end to StormS

Collect
o God, to whose commands all the elements give obedience,
we humbly entreat you,
that the stilling of fearsome storms may turn a powerful menace
into an occasion for us to praise you.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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iii. for VAriouS oCCASionS

38. For the ForgIVeneSS oF SInS

a

entrance antiphon  cf. Wis 11: 23, 24, 26
you have mercy on all, o Lord,
and despise nothing that you have made.
you overlook people’s sins,
to bring them to repentance,
and you spare them, for you are the Lord our god.

Collect
Graciously hear the prayers of those who call upon you,
we ask, o lord,
and forgive the sins of those who confess to you,
granting us in your kindness both pardon and peace.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
or:

Be merciful to your people, o lord,
and absolve them from all sins,
so that what we deserve by our offenses
may be avoided by your pardon.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

other prayers, p. 1307.

Prayer over the offerings
We offer you, o lord,
the sacrifice of conciliation and praise,
that, being moved to compassion,
you may both pardon our offenses
and direct our wavering hearts.
Through Christ our lord.

preface iv of the Sundays in ordinary time, p. 578.
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Communion antiphon  Lk 15: 10
there will be rejoicing among the angels of god
over one sinner who repents.

Prayer after Communion
Grant us, merciful God,
that, receiving in this gift the forgiveness of sins,
we may be able by your grace
to avoid sinning from now on
and to serve you in sincerity of heart.
Through Christ our lord.

b

Other Prayers

Collect
almighty and most gentle God,
who brought forth from the rock
a fountain of living water for your thirsty people,
bring forth, we pray,
from the hardness of our heart, tears of sorrow,
that we may lament our sins
and merit forgiveness from your mercy.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
look mercifully, o lord, upon this oblation,
which we offer to your majesty for our sins,
and grant, we pray, that the sacrifice
from which forgiveness springs forth for the human race
may bestow on us the grace of the holy spirit
to shed tears for our offenses.
Through Christ our lord.
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Prayer after Communion
may the reverent reception of your sacrament, o lord,
lead us to wash away the stains of our sins with sighs and tears,
and in your generosity
grant that the pardon we seek may have its effect on us.
Through Christ our lord.

39. For ChaStIty

Collect
Purify our hearts, o lord,
by the heavenly fire of the holy spirit,
that we may serve you with a chaste body
and please you with a pure heart.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
may our gifts be acceptable to you, o lord,
that by your gift we may offer you the sacrifice of praise
in full freedom and with a pure mind,
for you have been pleased to save us by your grace.
Through Christ our lord.

Prayer after Communion
Through the sacraments we have received, o lord,
may our heart and our body flourish anew
by a keen sense of modesty and renewed chastity,
so that what has passed our lips as food
we may possess in purity of heart.
Through Christ our lord.
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40. For CharIty

entrance antiphon  ez 36: 26-28
thus says the Lord: 
i will take from your bodies your stony hearts
and give you natural hearts.
i will put my spirit within you.
you will be my people, and i will be your god.

Collect
set our hearts aflame, o lord,
with the spirit of your charity, we pray,
that we may always think thoughts
worthy and pleasing to your majesty
and love you sincerely in our brothers and sisters.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
sanctify these gifts in your mercy, o lord,
and, accepting the oblation of the spiritual sacrifice,
grant, we pray, that we may extend your charity to all.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon  1 cor 13: 13
So faith, hope and charity remain, these three;
but the greatest of these is charity.

Prayer after Communion
Pour out the grace of the holy spirit, o lord,
on those you have replenished with the one Bread of heaven
and refresh us, we pray,
with the delights of perfect charity.
Through Christ our lord.
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41. For relatIVeS and FrIendS

entrance antiphon  cf. ps 122 (121): 6, 8
for the peace of Jerusalem pray,
and may they prosper, those who love you.
for the sake of my family and friends,
i will say: peace be upon you.

Collect
o God, who by the grace of the holy spirit
have filled the hearts of your faithful with gifts of charity,
grant health of mind and body to your servants,
for whom we beseech your mercy,
that they may love you with all their strength
and, with all their love, do what is pleasing to you.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
have mercy, o lord, on your servants,
for whom we offer your majesty this sacrifice of praise,
that through these holy gifts
they may obtain the grace of heavenly blessing
and the glory of eternal happiness.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon  Mt 12: 50
Whoever does the will of my heavenly father
is my brother, and sister, and mother, says the Lord.

Prayer after Communion
We ask you, lord, as we receive the divine mysteries:
grant your servants,
to whom you have given a love for us,
pardon for sins,
consolation in this life
and unfailing guidance,
that all of us, united in your service,
may rejoice together before your face.
Through Christ our lord.

1310	 	FOR	VARIOUS	OCCASIONS



42. For our oPPreSSorS

entrance antiphon  Lk 6: 27-28
Love your enemies, says the Lord.
Do good to those who hate you,
bless those who curse you,
pray for those who mistreat you.

Collect
o God, who have laid down by your precept of charity
that we should sincerely love those who afflict us,
grant that we may follow the commands of the new law,
striving to return good for evil
and bearing one another’s burdens.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
in our longing to be at peace with everyone, o lord,
we offer you this sacrifice for those who are against us
and we commemorate the Death of your son,
through which, while still enemies,
we have been reconciled to you.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon  Mt 5: 9-10
blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called children of god.
blessed are they who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness,
for theirs is the Kingdom of heaven.

Prayer after Communion
Through these mysteries of our peace,
grant, o God, that we may live in harmony with all
and bring those who are against us
to find favor with you and be reconciled to us.
Through Christ our lord.
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43. For thoSe held In CaPtIVIty

entrance antiphon  ps 88 (87): 2-3
o Lord and god of my salvation,
i have cried before you day and night.
Let my prayer come into your presence.
incline your ear to my cry.

Collect
o God, whose son humbled himself
and took the form of a slave
to redeem the human race from being captive to sin,
grant to your servants held in confinement
that they may obtain the freedom you destine to all,
for we are your sons and daughters.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Through the saving sacrament of human redemption
which we offer you, lord,
grant that your servants may be released from captivity
and rejoice in lasting freedom of soul.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon  ps 69 (68): 31, 34
i will praise god’s name with a song,
and i will glorify him with thanksgiving.
for the Lord listens to the needy
and does not spurn his own in their chains.

Prayer after Communion
mindful of the price paid for our deliverance,
we implore your mercy, o lord,
upon our brothers and sisters,
that they may be released from captivity
and become servants of your justice.
Through Christ our lord.
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44. For thoSe In PrISon

Collect
almighty and merciful God,
to whom alone the secrets of the heart lie open,
who recognize the just and make righteous the guilty,
hear our prayers for your servants held in prison,
and grant that through patience and hope
they may find relief in their affliction
and soon return unhindered to their own.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

for those imprisoned for the sake of the gospel, the prayers for persecuted christians may 
be used, pp. 1282-1283.

45. For the SICk

entrance antiphon  ps 6: 3-4
have mercy on me, Lord, for i languish;
Lord, heal me; my bones are trembling,
and my soul is greatly shaken.

or:  cf. is 53: 4

truly the Lord has borne our infirmities,
and he has carried our sorrows.
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Collect
o God, who willed that our infirmities
be borne by your only Begotten son
to show the value of human suffering,
listen in kindness to our prayers
for our brothers and sisters who are sick;
grant that all who are oppressed by pain, distress or  

other afflictions
may know that they are chosen
among those proclaimed blessed
and are united to Christ
in his suffering for the salvation of the world.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

or:

almighty ever-living God, eternal health of believers,
hear our prayers for your servants who are sick:
grant them, we implore you, your merciful help,
so that, with their health restored,
they may give you thanks in the midst of your Church.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
since the moments of our life unfold, o God,
according to your good pleasure,
receive the prayers and sacrificial offerings
by which we implore your mercy
for our brothers and sisters who are ill,
that, having been anxious for them in their danger,
we may rejoice at their recovery of health.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon  col 1: 24
in my flesh i am completing what is lacking in the afflictions of christ
on behalf of his body, which is the church.
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Prayer after Communion
o God, only support of our human weakness,
show the power of your protection
over your servants who are sick,
that, sustained by your merciful help,
they may be restored to your holy Church in good health.
Through Christ our lord.

46. For the dyIng

entrance antiphon  rom 14: 7-8
No one lives for himself, and no one dies for himself.
for if we live, we live for the Lord,
and if we die, we die for the Lord;
so then, whether we live or die, we are the Lord’s.

or:  cf. is 53: 4

truly the Lord has borne our infirmities,
and he has carried our sorrows.

Collect
almighty and merciful God,
who through the fact of death itself
have mercifully unlocked for the human race
the gate to eternal life,
look kindly on your servant in his (her) final struggle,
so that, united to your son’s Passion and sealed with his Blood,
he (she) may come without blemish into your presence.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

FOR	THE	DYING		 1315



or, for those who will die today:

almighty and merciful God,
who show your love to all creatures everywhere,
hear graciously the prayers we make
for those who will die today,
that, redeemed by your son’s Precious Blood,
they may leave this world without stain of sin
and find eternal rest in the embrace of your mercy.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Receive, o God, the sacrificial offering
we bring you with confidence
for your servant who has reached this life’s end,
and grant, through this sacrament,
the cleansing of all his (her) offenses,
that, though beset by the trials you ordain for us in this life,
he (she) may in the life to come know eternal rest.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon  col 1: 24
in my flesh i am completing what is lacking in the afflictions of christ
on behalf of his body, which is the church.

or:  Jn 6: 54

Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood
has eternal life, says the Lord,
and i will raise him on the last day.

Prayer after Communion
By the power of this sacrament, o lord,
be pleased to sustain your servant with your merciful grace,
that at the hour of death
he (she) may not see the enemy prevail against him (her)
but may be worthy to pass over to life eternal
in the company of your angels.
Through Christ our lord.
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47. For the graCe oF a haPPy death

entrance antiphon  ps 23 (22): 4
though i should walk in the valley of the shadow of death,
no evil will i fear, for you are with me, Lord, my god.
your crook and your staff have given me comfort.

Collect
o God, who have created us in your image
and willed that your son should undergo death for our sake,
grant that those who call upon you
may be watchful in prayer at all times,
so that we may leave this world without stain of sin
and may merit to rest with joy in your merciful embrace.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
as you have destroyed our death, o lord,
by the Death of your only Begotten son,
grant, we pray, through the power of the same mystery,
that, obeying your will even until death,
we may go forth from this world in peace and trust
and by your gift be made sharers in his Resurrection.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

common preface v, p. 618, or vi, p. 620.

Communion antiphon  rom 14: 7-8
No one lives for himself, and no one dies for himself.
for if we live, we live for the Lord,
and if we die, we die for the Lord;
so then, whether we live or die, we are the Lord’s.

or:  Lk 21: 36

be vigilant at all times and pray
that you have the strength to stand before the Son of Man.
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Prayer after Communion
having received the pledge of immortality
through these mysteries, o lord,
we humbly entreat your fatherly help
for the moment when we depart in death,
so that, overcoming the snares of the enemy,
we may be restored to life
in the embrace of your eternal glory.
Through Christ our lord.

48. In any need

a

entrance antiphon
i am the salvation of the people, says the Lord.
Should they cry to me in any distress,
i will hear them, and i will be their Lord for ever.

Collect
o God, our refuge in trials,
our strength in sickness, our comfort in sorrow,
spare your people, we pray,
that, though rightly chastised now by affliction,
they may find relief at last through your loving mercy.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
accept in compassion, lord, we pray,
the offerings of your family,
that under your protective care
they may never lose what they have received
but attain the gifts that are eternal.
Through Christ our lord.
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Communion antiphon  Mt 11:28
come to me, all who labor and are burdened,
and i will refresh you, says the Lord.

Prayer after Communion
We pray, o lord, that in receiving your sacrament
we may experience help in mind and body,
so that, kept safe in both,
we may glory in the fullness of heavenly healing.
Through Christ our lord.

b

entrance antiphon  ps 44 (43): 26
arise, o Lord, come to our help;
redeem us with your merciful love.

Collect
almighty and merciful God,
look with compassion on our affliction,
and so lighten your children’s burden and confirm their faith,
that they may always trust without hesitation
in your fatherly providence.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Receive, o lord, the offerings
we confidently bring before you,
and turn, we pray, the bitterness of the sorrow we bear
into a sweet and fragrant sacrifice before you.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon  Jn 16: 23-24
Whatever you ask the father in my name, he will give you.
ask, and you will receive, so that your joy may be complete, says the Lord.
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Prayer after Communion
We humbly entreat you, lord,
that, nourished and fortified by this divine banquet,
we may have strength to face future trials with fortitude
and to lend more generous help
to our brothers and sisters in time of trouble.
Through Christ our lord.

c
Other prayers

Collect
o God, who know that because of human frailty
we cannot stand firm amid such great dangers,
grant us health of mind and body,
that what we suffer for our sins
we may overcome with your help.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
or:

Grant, we pray, o lord,
that your people may avoid the contagion of the devil
and follow you, the only God, in purity of heart.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Receive, we ask, our prayers and offerings, o lord,
that, suffering from the scourge of our own sins,
we may find relief by the grace of your mercy.
Through Christ our lord.

Prayer after Communion
look with pity on our tribulation, o lord, we pray,
and, though our sins deserve your anger,
mercifully turn it away from us
through the Passion of your son.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.
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[In the Dioceses of the United States]

48/1. For gIVIng thankS to god 
For the gIFt oF human lIFe

a

entrance antiphon  cf. ps 143 (142): 11
for the sake of your name, o Lord, give me life.

Collect
God our Creator,
we give thanks to you,
who alone have the power to impart the breath of life
as you form each of us in our mother’s womb;
grant, we pray,
that we, whom you have made stewards of creation,
may remain faithful to this sacred trust
and constant in safeguarding the dignity of every human life.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
accept our humble offerings,
o lord of the living,
and unite us to the perfect sacrifice of your son,
through whom you have made all creation new.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

Communion antiphon  cf. ps 36 (35): 10
With you, o Lord, is the fountain of life, and in your light, we see light.

Prayer after Communion
increase your love within us, lord God,
by the saving mysteries we have celebrated,
and bring people everywhere
to respect your gift of human life.
Through Christ our lord.
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b

entrance antiphon  cf. ps 31 (30): 15-16
i trust in you, o Lord; i say, you are my god.  My life is in your hands.

Collect
o God, who adorn creation with splendor and beauty
and fashion human lives in your image and likeness,
awaken in every heart
reverence for the work of your hands,
and renew among your people 
a readiness to nurture and sustain
your precious gift of human life.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
o God, who bring forth bread from the earth
to sustain our lives
and wine to gladden the heart,
be pleased to accept these gifts
and make them the sacrament of our salvation.
Through Christ our lord.

Communion antiphon  cf. ps 36 (35): 10
With you, o Lord, is the fountain of life, and in your light, we see light.

Prayer after Communion
Confirm our resolve, o God,
by the life-giving Body and Blood of your son,
that we may live always for others
and cherish your sacred gift of human life.
Through Christ our lord.
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49. For gIVIng thankS to god

a

entrance antiphon  eph 5: 19-20
Sing and make music to the Lord in your hearts,
always thanking god the father for all things
in the name of our Lord Jesus christ.

Collect
o God, who always listen mercifully
to your servants in distress,
we humbly beseech you,
as we give thanks for your kindness,
that, free from all evil,
we may constantly serve you in gladness.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

other prayers, p. 1324.

Prayer over the offerings
o lord, who gave us your son
to rescue us graciously from death and from every evil,
accept, we pray, in mercy this sacrifice,
which we offer you in thanksgiving
for our deliverance from distress.
Through Christ our lord.

common preface iv, p. 616.

Communion antiphon  ps  138 (137): 1
i will thank you, Lord, with all my heart,
for you have heard the words of my mouth.

or:  ps 116 (115): 12-13

how can i repay the Lord for all his goodness to me?
the chalice of salvation i will raise,
and i will call on the name of the Lord.
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Prayer after Communion
almighty God, who through this Bread of life
are pleased to free your servants from the bond of sin
and in your compassion to restore their strength,
grant us to advance without hindrance towards the hope of glory.
Through Christ our lord.

b

Other prayers

Collect
o God, the Father of every gift,
we confess that all we have and are comes down from you;
teach us to recognize the effects of your boundless care
and to love you with a sincere heart and with all our strength.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
For the gifts you have bestowed, o lord,
we offer you the sacrifice of praise,
humbly begging
that what you have conferred upon us in our unworthiness
we may give back, to the glory of your name.
Through Christ our lord.

Prayer after Communion
o God, who have given to us as spiritual food
the saving sacrament of your son,
which we have offered you in thanksgiving,
grant that, being strengthened by gifts of courage and joy,
we may serve you more devotedly
and be worthy of still further blessings.
Through Christ our lord.
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VOTIVE mASSES



if some serious pastoral benefit is to be gained, an appropriately corresponding votive Mass may be 
used, at the direction of the ordinary, or with his permission, except on Solemnities, on the Sundays 
of advent, Lent, and easter, on days within the octave of easter, on the commemoration of all the 
faithful Departed (all Souls’ Day), on ash Wednesday, and on the weekdays of holy Week.

votive Masses are in principle forbidden on days on which there occurs an obligatory 
Memorial, on a weekday of advent up to and including December 16, on a weekday of christmas 
time from January 2, or on a weekday of easter time after the octave of easter. however, for 
pastoral reasons, as determined by the rector of the church or the priest celebrant himself, an 
appropriately corresponding votive Mass may be used in celebration of Mass with the people.

on weekdays in ordinary time, even if an optional Memorial occurs, a votive Mass may be 
chosen by the priest celebrant for the sake of the devotion of the faithful.
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1. the moSt holy trInIty
in this Mass, the color white is used.

entrance antiphon
blest be god the father, and the only begotten Son of god,
and also the holy Spirit, for he has shown us his merciful love.

Collect
God our Father, who, by sending into the world
the Word of truth and the spirit of sanctification,
made known to the human race your wondrous mystery,
grant us, we pray, that in professing the true faith
we may acknowledge the Trinity of eternal glory
and adore your Unity, powerful in majesty.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
sanctify by the invocation of your name,
we pray, o lord our God,
this oblation of our service,
and by it make of us an eternal offering to you.
Through Christ our lord.

Preface: The mystery of the most holy Trinity.
v. The lord be with you.
r. and with your spirit.

v. lift up your hearts.
r. We lift them up to the Lord.

v. let us give thanks to the lord our God.
r. it is right and just.
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It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God.

For with your only Begotten son and the holy spirit
you are one God, one lord:
not in the unity of a single person,
but in a Trinity of one substance.

For what you have revealed to us of your glory
we believe equally of your son
and of the holy spirit,
so that, in the confessing of the true and eternal Godhead,
you might be adored in what is proper to each Person,
their unity in substance,
and their equality in majesty.

For this is praised by angels and archangels,
Cherubim, too, and seraphim,
who never cease to cry out each day,
as with one voice they acclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .

text with music, pp. 496-497.

Communion antiphon  gal 4: 6
Since you are children of god,
god has sent into your hearts the Spirit of his Son,
the Spirit who cries out: abba, father.

Prayer after Communion
may receiving this sacrament, o lord our God,
bring us health of body and soul,
as we confess your eternal holy Trinity and undivided Unity.

Through Christ our lord.
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2. the merCy oF god
in this Mass, the color white is used. this Mass may not be said on the Second Sunday of easter.

entrance antiphon  cf. Jer 31: 3; 1 Jn 2: 2
god has loved us with an everlasting love;
he sent his only begotten Son as an expiation for our sins
and not for our sins alone, but for those of all the world.

or:  ps 89 (88): 2

i will sing for ever of your mercies, o Lord;
through all ages my mouth will proclaim your fidelity.

Collect
o God, whose mercies are without number
and whose treasure of goodness is infinite,
graciously increase the faith of the people consecrated to you,
that all may grasp and rightly understand
by whose love they have been created,
through whose Blood they have been redeemed,
and by whose spirit they have been reborn.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Receive our oblations in your mercy, o lord,
and transform them into the sacrament of redemption,
the memorial of your son’s Death and Resurrection,
so that, by the power of this sacrifice
and with constant trust in Christ,
we may come to eternal life.
Through Christ our lord.
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Communion antiphon  ps 103 (102): 17
the mercy of the Lord is everlasting
upon those who hold him in fear.

or:  Jn 19: 34

one of the soldiers opened his side with a lance,
and at once there came forth blood and water.

Prayer after Communion
Grant to us, o merciful God,
that, nourished by the Body and Blood of your son,
we may draw confidently from the wellsprings of mercy
and show ourselves ever more compassionate
towards our brothers and sisters.
Through Christ our lord

3. our lord JeSuS ChrISt,
the eternal hIgh PrIeSt

in this Mass, the color white is used.

entrance antiphon  ps 110 (109): 4
the Lord has sworn an oath he will not change:
you are a priest for ever, according to the order of Melchizedek.

Collect
o God, who for your glory
and the salvation of the human race
willed to establish Christ as the eternal high Priest,
grant that the people he has gained for you by his Blood
may, through their participation in his memorial,
experience the power of his Cross and Resurrection.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Grant us, o lord, we pray,
that we may participate worthily in these mysteries,
for, whenever the memorial of this sacrifice is celebrated,
the work of our redemption is accomplished.
Through Christ our lord.
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preface of the Most holy eucharist, pp. 588-589.

Communion antiphon  1 cor 11: 24-25
this is the body that will be given up for you;
this is the chalice of the new covenant in my blood, says the Lord;
do this, whenever you receive it in memory of me.

Prayer after Communion
We pray, o lord, that through our partaking in this sacrifice,
which your son commanded to be offered in his memory,
you may make us together with him
an everlasting oblation to you.
Through Christ our lord.

4. the myStery oF the holy CroSS
in this Mass, the color red is used.

entrance antiphon  cf. gal 6: 14
We should glory in the cross of our Lord Jesus christ,
in whom is our salvation, life and resurrection,
through whom we are saved and delivered.

Collect
o God, who willed that your only Begotten son
should undergo the Cross to save the human race,
grant, we pray,
that we, who have known his mystery on earth,
may merit the grace of his redemption in heaven.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
may this oblation, o lord,
which on the altar of the Cross
canceled the offense of the whole world,
cleanse us, we pray, of all our sins.
Through Christ our lord.
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Preface: The victory of the glorious Cross.
v. The lord be with you.
r. and with your spirit.

v. lift up your hearts.
r. We lift them up to the Lord.

v. let us give thanks to the lord our God.
r. it is right and just.

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God.

For you placed the salvation of the human race
on the wood of the Cross,
so that, where death arose,
life might again spring forth
and the evil one, who conquered on a tree,
might likewise on a tree be conquered,
through Christ our lord.

Through him the angels praise your majesty,
Dominions adore and Powers tremble before you.
heaven and the Virtues of heaven and the blessed seraphim
worship together with exultation.
may our voices, we pray, join with theirs
in humble praise, as we acclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .

text with music, p. 946-947.

preface i of the passion of the Lord may also be used, p. 554.

Communion antiphon  Jn 12: 32
When i am lifted up from the earth,
i will draw everyone to myself, says the Lord.

Prayer after Communion
having been nourished by your holy banquet,
we beseech you, lord Jesus Christ,
to bring those you have redeemed
by the wood of your life-giving Cross
to the glory of the resurrection.
Who live and reign for ever and ever.
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5. the moSt holy euCharISt
in this Mass, the color white is used.

entrance antiphon  ps 78 (77): 23-25
the Lord opened the gates of heaven,
and rained down manna upon them to eat, and gave them bread from heaven:
man ate the bread of angels.

Collect
o God, who have accomplished the work of human redemption
through the Paschal mystery of your only Begotten son,
graciously grant that we, who confidently proclaim,
under sacramental signs, the Death and Resurrection of Christ,
may experience continued increase of your saving grace.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Celebrating the memorial of our salvation,
we humbly beseech your mercy, o lord,
that this sacrament of your loving kindness
may be for us the sign of unityand the bond of charity.
Through Christ our lord.

preface of the Most holy eucharist, pp. 588-589.

Communion antiphon  Jn 6: 51-52
i am the living bread,
that came down from heaven, says the Lord.
Whoever eats of this bread will live for ever,
and the bread that i will give is my flesh for the life of the world.

Prayer after Communion
may sharing at the heavenly table
sanctify us, lord, we pray,
so that through the Body and Blood of Christ
the whole family of believers may be bound together.
Through Christ our lord.

as a votive Mass of the Most holy eucharist, the votive Mass of our Lord Jesus christ, the 
eternal high priest may also be used, p. 1330; or the Mass of the Solemnity of the Most holy 
body and blood of christ, p. 499.
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6. the moSt holy name oF JeSuS
in this Mass, the color white is used.

entrance antiphon  phil 2: 10-11
at the name of Jesus every knee should bend
of those in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
and every tongue confess
that Jesus christ is Lord, to the glory of god the father.

Collect
as we venerate the most holy name of Jesus,
mercifully grant us, lord,
that, savoring its sweetness in this life,
we may be filled with everlasting joy
in our heavenly homeland.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Be pleased, almighty Father,
to accept our offerings in the name of Jesus,
for we are confident that we shall receive
whatever we ask in your son’s name,
as he himself, with such kindness, promises.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

Communion antiphon  acts 4: 12
there is no other name under heaven given among the human race
by which we must be saved.

Prayer after Communion
Grant us in your mercy, o lord, we pray,
that in these sacred mysteries
we may do worthy homage to the lord Jesus,
for it is your will that at his name
every knee should bend
and in him all people find salvation.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.
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7. the moSt PreCIouS Blood
oF our lord JeSuS ChrISt

in this Mass, the color red is used.

entrance antiphon  cf. rev 5: 9-10
you have redeemed us, Lord, by your blood,
from every tribe and tongue and people and nation,
and have made us into a kingdom for our god.

Collect
o God, who by the Precious Blood of your only Begotten son
have redeemed the whole world,
preserve in us the work of your mercy,
so that, ever honoring the mystery of our salvation,
we may merit to obtain its fruits.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
as we offer our oblation to your majesty, o lord,
may we draw near in these mysteries
to Jesus, the mediator of the new Covenant,
and celebrate anew the sprinkling of his Blood,
in which lies all our salvation.
Through Christ our lord.

preface i of the passion of the Lord, p. 554.
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Communion antiphon  cf. 1 cor 10: 16
the chalice of blessing that we bless
is a communion in the blood of christ;
and the bread that we break
is a sharing in the body of the Lord.

Prayer after Communion
Refreshed, o lord, by this saving food and drink,
we pray that we may always be bathed
in the Blood of our savior,
so that it may become for us
a spring of water welling up to eternal life.
Through Christ our lord.

or:

Restored with heavenly food and drink,
we beseech you, almighty God,
to protect from fear of their enemies
those you have redeemed by the Precious Blood of your son.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

8. the moSt SaCred heart oF JeSuS
in this Mass, the color white is used.

entrance antiphon  ps 33 (32): 11, 19
the designs of his heart are from age to age,
to rescue their souls from death
and to keep them alive in famine.

Collect
Clothe us, lord God,
with the virtues of the heart of your son
and set us aflame with his love,
that, conformed to his image,
we may merit a share in eternal redemption.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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Prayer over the offerings
o God, Father of mercies,
who, because of the great love with which you loved us,
with untold goodness gave us your only Begotten son,
grant, we pray,
that, being perfectly united with him,
we may offer you worthy homage.
Through Christ our lord.

Preface: The boundless charity of Christ.
v. The lord be with you.
r. and with your spirit.

v. lift up your hearts.
r. We lift them up to the Lord.

v. let us give thanks to the lord our God.
r. it is right and just.

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God,
through Christ our lord.

For raised up high on the Cross,
he gave himself up for us with a wonderful love
and poured out Blood and water from his pierced side,
the wellspring of the Church’s sacraments,
so that, won over to the open heart of the savior,
all might draw water joyfully from the springs of salvation.

and so, with all the angels and saints,
we praise you, as without end we acclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .

text with music, p. 503.
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Communion antiphon  cf. Jn 7: 37-38
thus says the Lord:
Let whoever is thirsty come to me and drink.
Streams of living water will flow
from within the one who believes in me.

or:  Jn 19: 34

one of the soldiers opened his side with a lance,
and at once there came forth blood and water.

Prayer after Communion
made partakers in your sacrament of charity,
we humbly implore your mercy, lord,
that we may be conformed to Christ on earth
and merit to be coheirs of his glory in heaven.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

as a votive Mass, the Mass of the Solemnity of the Most Sacred heart of Jesus may also be 
used, p. 502.

9. the holy SPIrIt
in this Mass, the color red is used.

a

entrance antiphon rom 5: 5; cf. 8: 11
the love of god has been poured into our hearts
through the Spirit of god dwelling within us.

Collect
o God, who have taught the hearts of the faithful
by the light of the holy spirit,
grant that in the same spirit we may be truly wise
and ever rejoice in his consolation.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
sanctify, we pray, o lord, the offerings made here,
and cleanse our hearts by the light of the holy spirit.
Through Christ our lord.
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Preface i of the holy spirit: The sending of the spirit by the lord upon the 
Church.

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ
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& œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ

& œ á á œ œ œœ œ œ á

& á œœ œ œ œ á

& œœ œ œ œœ œœ œ œ œ á

& á á œœ œ á

& œ œ œ œ á œœ œœ œ œœ œ œœ œ œ

& á á œœ œ œœ œ œ á

& á œœ œ œ á œœ œœ œ œ

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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text without music:

v. The lord be with you.
r. and with your spirit.

v. lift up your hearts.
r. We lift them up to the Lord.

v. let us give thanks to the lord our God.
r. it is right and just.

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God,
through Christ our lord.

ascending above all the heavens
and sitting at your right hand,
he poured out the promised holy spirit
on your adopted children.

Therefore, now and for ages unending,
with all the host of angels,
we sing to you with all our hearts,
crying out as we acclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .

Communion antiphon  cf. ps 68 (67): 29-30
confirm, o god, what you have brought about in us,
from your holy temple, which is in Jerusalem.

Prayer after Communion
may the outpouring of the holy spirit
cleanse our hearts, o lord,
and make them fruitful by the inner sprinkling of his dew.
Through Christ our lord.
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b

entrance antiphon  cf. Jn 14: 26; 15: 26
When the Spirit of truth comes,
he will teach you all truth, says the Lord.

Collect
may the Paraclete who proceeds from you, we pray, o lord, 
enlighten our minds and lead us into all truth,
just as your son has promised.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

or:

o God, to whom every heart lies open,
every desire speaks plainly
and from whom no secret is hidden,
cleanse, we pray, the thoughts of our heart
by the outpouring of the holy spirit,
that we may merit to love you perfectly
and offer you worthy praise.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
look, we pray, o lord, on the spiritual sacrifice
placed on your altar with loving devotion
and give your servants a right spirit,
so that their faith may make these gifts pleasing to you
and their humility commend them.
Through Christ our lord.
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Preface ii of the holy spirit: The action of the spirit in the Church.
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holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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text without music:

v. The lord be with you.
r. and with your spirit.

v. lift up your hearts.
r. We lift them up to the Lord.

v. let us give thanks to the lord our God.
r. it is right and just.

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God.

For you bestow gifts suited to every season
and guide the governing of your Church in wonderful ways.

By the power of the holy spirit
you come unfailingly to her aid,
so that with a heart always subject to you
she may never fail to seek your help in time of trouble
nor cease to give you thanks in time of joy,
through Christ our lord.

and so, in company with the choirs of angels,
we praise you, and with joy we proclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . . 

Communion antiphon  Jn 15: 26; 16: 14
the Spirit, whom i will send you from the father,
will glorify me, says the Lord.

Prayer after Communion
lord our God, who have been pleased
to nourish us with heavenly food,
pour, we pray, the delights of your spirit
into the recesses of our heart,
that what we have devoutly received in time
we may possess as a gift for eternity.
Through Christ our lord.
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c

entrance antiphon  cf. Lk 4: 18
the Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
he has sent me to preach the good news to the poor, says the Lord.

Collect
o God, who sanctify your universal Church
in every people and nation,
pour out, we pray, the gifts of your spirit
across the face of the earth,
so that your divine grace, which was at work
when the Gospel was first proclaimed,
may now spread through the hearts of those who believe in you.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

or:

o God, by whose spirit we are governed
and by whose protection we are kept safe,
extend over us your mercy
and give ear to our supplications,
that the faith of those who believe in you
may always be sustained by your gifts.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
may the fire of the spirit, o lord,
sanctify the sacrificial gifts offered in your sight,
just as it enkindled the hearts of the disciples of your son.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

preface i of the holy Spirit, p. 1339, or ii, p. 1342.

1344	 	VOTIVE	MASSES



Communion antiphon  cf. ps 104 (103): 30
Send forth your Spirit, and they shall be created,
and you shall renew the face of the earth.

Prayer after Communion
may these gifts we have consumed
benefit us, o lord,
that we may always be aflame with the same spirit
whom you wondrously poured out on your apostles.
Through Christ our lord.

10. the BleSSed VIrgIn mary
in these Masses, the color white is used.

a

any Mass from the common of the blessed virgin Mary (pp. 1039-1051) is used, in 
accordance with the various times of the year.

b

Our Lady, Mother of the Church

entrance antiphon  cf. acts 1: 14
the disciples devoted themselves with one accord to prayer
with Mary, the Mother of Jesus.

Collect
o God, Father of mercies,
whose only Begotten son, as he hung upon the Cross,
chose the Blessed Virgin mary, his mother,
to be our mother also,
grant, we pray, that with her loving help
your Church may be more fruitful day by day
and, exulting in the holiness of her children,
may draw to her embrace all the families of the peoples.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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Prayer over the offerings
Receive our offerings, o lord,
and transform them into the mystery of salvation,
so that by its power we may be set aflame
with the charity of the Virgin mary, mother of the Church,
and with her may be united more closely
to the work of redemption.
Through Christ our lord.

Preface: mary, model and mother of the Church.
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holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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text without music:

v. The lord be with you.
r. and with your spirit.

v. lift up your hearts.
r. We lift them up to the Lord.

v. let us give thanks to the lord our God.
r. it is right and just.

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God,
and to proclaim your greatness with due praise,
as we honor the Blessed Virgin mary.

Receiving your Word in her immaculate heart,
she was found worthy to conceive him in her virgin’s womb
and, giving birth to the Creator,
she nurtured the beginnings of the Church.

standing beside the Cross,
she received the testament of divine love
and took to herself as sons and daughters
all those who by the Death of Christ
are born to heavenly life.

as the apostles awaited the spirit you had promised,
she joined her supplication to the prayers of the disciples
and so became the pattern of the Church at prayer.

Raised to the glory of heaven,
she accompanies your pilgrim Church with a mother’s love
and watches in kindness over the Church’s homeward steps,
until the lord’s Day shall come in glorious splendor.

and so, with all the angels and saints,
we praise you, as without end we acclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .
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Communion antiphon  cf. Jn 2: 1, 11
a wedding was held in cana of galilee,
and the mother of Jesus was there;
then Jesus performed the first of his signs
and manifested his glory,
and his disciples believed in him.

or:  cf. Jn 19: 26-27

as he hung upon the cross,
Jesus said to the disciple whom he loved:
behold your mother.

Prayer after Communion
having received the pledge of redemption and of life,
we humbly pray, o lord,
that, with the Blessed Virgin’s motherly help,
your Church may teach all nations
by proclaiming the Gospel
and, through the grace of the outpouring of the spirit,
fill the whole earth.
Through Christ our lord.

c

The Most Holy Name of Mary

entrance antiphon  cf. Jdt 13: 18-19
blessed are you, o virgin Mary, by the Lord god Most high,
above all women on the earth;
for he has so exalted your Name,
that your praise shall be undying on our lips.
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Collect
o God, who chose the Blessed Virgin mary,
full of your grace, from among women
to become the mother of your son, our Redeemer,
mercifully grant that, venerating her holy name,
we may escape the dangers of this present age
and obtain with her life eternal.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

or:

o God, whose son, dying on the altar of the Cross,
willed that the most Blessed Virgin mary,
whom he had chosen as his mother,
should be our mother also,
graciously grant, we pray,
that we, who fly to her protection,
may find comfort by invoking our mother’s name.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
look favorably on the offerings made here, o lord,
that through the intercession of Blessed mary ever-Virgin
our hearts, filled with the light of the holy spirit,
may constantly strive to cling to Christ, your son.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

preface of the blessed virgin Mary, pp. 590-593.

Communion antiphon  cf. Lk 1: 26-27
the angel gabriel was sent from god to a virgin,
and the virgin’s Name was Mary.
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Prayer after Communion
Grant us, we pray, o lord,
whom you have strengthened at the table of word and sacrament,
that, with Blessed mary as our patron and guide,
we may reject whatever is contrary to the name of Christian
and follow whatever accords with it.
Through Christ our lord.

D

Our Lady, Queen of Apostles

entrance antiphon  cf. acts 1: 14
the disciples devoted themselves with one accord to prayer
with Mary, the Mother of Jesus.

Collect
o God, who gave the holy spirit to your apostles
as they prayed with mary the mother of Jesus,
grant that through her intercession
we may faithfully serve your majesty
and extend, by word and example, the glory of your name.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
By your favor, o lord,
and through the intercession of Blessed mary ever-Virgin,
may our offering obtain for your Church this grace,
that she may grow in the number of the faithful
and be ever radiant with an abundance of virtues.
Through Christ our lord.

preface of the blessed virgin Mary, pp. 590-593.
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Communion antiphon  cf. Lk 11: 27-28
blessed is the womb that bore christ the Lord;
blessed, rather, are those who hear the word of god and keep it.

Prayer after Communion
having partaken, o lord, of these helps to our salvation
in our commemoration of the Blessed Virgin mary,
Queen of apostles,
we humbly beseech you,
that, persevering in your will
and in service of the human family,
your people may draw ever closer to salvation.
Through Christ our lord.

11. the holy angelS
in this Mass, the color white is used.

entrance antiphon  cf. ps 103 (102): 20
bless the Lord, all you his angels, mighty in power,
fulfilling his word and heeding his voice.

Collect
o God, who dispose in marvelous order
ministries both angelic and human,
graciously grant
that our life on earth may be defended
by those who watch over us
as they minister perpetually to you in heaven.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
We offer you a sacrifice of praise, o lord,
humbly entreating,
that, as these gifts are borne by the ministry of angels
into the presence of your majesty,
so you may receive them favorably
and make them profitable for our salvation.
Through Christ our lord.
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Preface of the angels: God glorified through the angels.
v. The lord be with you.
r. and with your spirit.

v. lift up your hearts.
r. We lift them up to the Lord.

v. let us give thanks to the lord our God.
r. it is right and just.

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God,
and to praise you without end
in your archangels and angels.

For the honor we pay the angelic creatures
in whom you delight
redounds to your own surpassing glory,
and by their great dignity and splendor
you show how infinitely great you are,
to be exalted above all things,
through Christ our lord.

Through him the multitude of angels extols your majesty,
and we are united with them in exultant adoration,
as with one voice of praise we acclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .

text with music, p. 960.

Communion antiphon  ps 138 (137): 1
in the presence of the angels i will praise you, my god.

Prayer after Communion
having been nourished with heavenly bread,
we beseech you humbly, o lord,
that, drawing from it new strength,
under the faithful protection of your angels,
we may advance boldly along the way of salvation.
Through Christ our lord.

as a votive Mass, the Mass of the holy guardian angels may also be used, as on october 2 
(pp. 964-965).
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12. SaInt John the BaPtISt
in this Mass, the color white is used.

entrance antiphon  Lk 1: 15, 14
he will be great in the sight of the Lord
and will be filled with the holy Spirit, even from his mother’s womb;
and many will rejoice at his birth.

Collect
Grant, we pray, almighty God,
that your family may walk in the way of salvation,
and, attentive to what saint John the Precursor urged,
may come safely to the one he foretold,
our lord Jesus Christ.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
look with favor, o lord,
upon the offerings made by your people
in commemoration of saint John the Baptist,
and grant that what we celebrate in mystery
we may pursue with deeds of devoted service.
Through Christ our lord.

Preface: The mission of the Precursor.
v. The lord be with you.
r. and with your spirit.

v. lift up your hearts.
r. We lift them up to the Lord.

v. let us give thanks to the lord our God.
r. it is right and just.
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It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God,
through Christ our lord.

in his Precursor, saint John the Baptist,
we praise your great glory,
for you consecrated him for a singular honor
among those born of women.

his birth brought great rejoicing;
even in the womb he leapt for joy
at the coming of human salvation.
he alone of all the prophets
pointed out the lamb of redemption.

and to make holy the flowing waters,
he baptized the very author of Baptism
and was privileged to bear him supreme witness
by the shedding of his blood.

and so, with the Powers of heaven,
we worship you constantly on earth,
and before your majesty
without end we acclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .

text with music, pp. 880-881.

Communion antiphon  Lk 1: 68
blessed be the Lord, the god of israel!
he has visited his people and redeemed them.

Prayer after Communion
may the marvelous prayer of saint John the Baptist
accompany us who have eaten our fill
at this sacrificial feast, o lord,
and, since saint John proclaimed your son
to be the lamb who would take away our sins,
may he now implore for us your favor.
Through Christ our lord.
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13. SaInt JoSePh
in this Mass, the color white is used.

entrance antiphon  cf. Lk 12: 42
behold a faithful and prudent steward,
whom the Lord set over his household.

Collect
o God, who in your inexpressible providence
were pleased to choose saint Joseph
as spouse of the most holy mother of your son,
grant, we pray,
that we, who revere him as our protector on earth,
may be worthy of his heavenly intercession.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
as we prepare to offer the sacrifice of praise, o holy Father,
we humbly ask to be sustained in our service
by the prayers of saint Joseph,
whom you called to watch like a father on earth
over your only Begotten son.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

 Preface: The mission of saint Joseph.
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text without music:

v. The lord be with you.
r. and with your spirit.

v. lift up your hearts.
r. We lift them up to the Lord.

v. let us give thanks to the lord our God.
r. it is right and just.

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God,
and in honoring saint Joseph
to give you fitting praise,
to glorify you and bless you.

For this just man was given by you
as spouse to the Virgin mother of God
and set as a wise and faithful servant
in charge of your household
to watch like a father over your only Begotten son,
who was conceived by the overshadowing of the holy spirit,
our lord Jesus Christ.

Through him the angels praise your majesty,
Dominions adore and Powers tremble before you.
heaven and the Virtues of heaven and the blessed seraphim
worship together with exultation.
may our voices, we pray, join with theirs
in humble praise, as we acclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .

Communion antiphon  Mt 25: 21
Well done, good and faithful servant;
come, share your master’s joy.
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Prayer after Communion
Restored by these life-giving sacraments, lord,
may we live for you always in justice and holiness,
helped by the example and intercession of saint Joseph,
who in carrying out your great mysteries
served you as a man just and obedient.
Through Christ our lord.

if appropriate, the Mass of the Solemnity, as on March 19 (p. 835), or of Saint Joseph the 
Worker, as on May 1 (p. 854), may also be said.

14. all the holy aPoStleS
in this Mass, the color red is used.

entrance antiphon  Jn 15: 16
it was not you who chose me, says the Lord,
but i who chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit, 
fruit that will last (e.t. alleluia).

Collect
may your Church always exult, o lord,
in the honor given through the ages to the blessed apostles,
that she may be guided by these protectors,
in whose teaching and merits she finds joy.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Pour out on us, lord, your holy spirit,
whom you poured in abundance upon the apostles,
that we may recognize what you have given us through them
and duly offer the sacrifice of praise to your glory.
Through Christ our lord.

preface of the apostles, pp. 594-597.

Communion antiphon  Mt 19: 28
you who have followed me will sit on thrones,
judging the twelve tribes of israel, says the Lord.
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Prayer after Communion
Grant that we may persevere, o God,
with rejoicing and simplicity of heart
in the teaching of the apostles,
in the breaking of the bread,
and in the prayers.
Through Christ our lord.

15. SaIntS Peter and Paul, aPoStleS
 in this Mass, the color red is used.

entrance antiphon
peter the apostle, and paul the teacher of the gentiles:
these have taught us your law, o Lord.

Collect
Grant, we pray, o lord our God,
that we may be sustained by the intercession
of the blessed apostles Peter and Paul,
that, as through them you gave your Church
the foundations of her heavenly office,
so through them you may help her to eternal salvation.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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Prayer over the offerings
We bring offerings to your altar, o lord,
as we glory in the commemoration
of the blessed apostles Peter and Paul,
so that the more we doubt our own merits,
the more we may rejoice that we are to be saved
by your loving kindness.
Through Christ our lord.

Preface: The twofold mission of Peter and Paul in the Church.
v. The lord be with you.
r. and with your spirit.

v. lift up your hearts.
r. We lift them up to the Lord.

v. let us give thanks to the lord our God.
r. it is right and just.

It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,

lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God.

For by your providence
the blessed apostles Peter and Paul bring us joy:
Peter, foremost in confessing the faith,
Paul, its outstanding preacher,
Peter, who established the early Church from the remnant  

of israel,
Paul, master and teacher of the Gentiles that you call.

and so, each in a different way
gathered together the one family of Christ:
and revered together throughout the world,
they share one martyr’s crown.

and therefore, with all the angels and saints,
we praise you, as without end we acclaim:

holy, holy, holy lord God of hosts . . .

text with music, pp. 887-888.
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Communion antiphon  cf. Jn 21: 15, 17
Simon, Son of John, do you love me more than these?
Lord, you know everything; you know that i love you.

Prayer after Communion
By this heavenly sacrament, o lord, we pray,
strengthen your faithful,
whom you have enlightened with the teaching of the apostles.
Through Christ our lord.

16. SaInt Peter, aPoStle
in this Mass, the color red is used.

entrance antiphon  Lk 22: 32
the Lord says to Simon peter:
i have prayed for you that your faith may not fail,
and once you have turned back, strengthen your brothers.

Collect
o God, who gave the keys of the Kingdom of heaven
to your blessed apostle Peter
and handed over to him
the pontifical office of binding and loosing,
grant, we pray, that through the help of his intercession
we may be set free from the bonds of our sins.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Receive with favor your people’s oblation,
o lord, we pray,
as we commemorate the blessed apostle Peter,
for you taught him by a hidden revelation
to confess you, the living God, and the Christ your son,
and led him to bear witness to his master
by means of a glorious passion.
Through Christ our lord.

preface i of the apostles, p. 594.
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Communion antiphon  cf. Mt 16: 16, 18
peter said to Jesus: you are the christ, the Son of the living god.
and Jesus replied: you are peter,
and upon this rock i will build my church.

Prayer after Communion
having been admitted, o lord, to the banquet of salvation
as we venerate the memory of the blessed apostle Peter,
we ask with gladness
that we may always hold fast to your son,
who alone has the words of life,
so that, as faithful sheep of your flock,
we may be happily led to eternal pastures.
Through Christ our lord.

17. SaInt Paul, aPoStle
in this Mass, the color red is used.

entrance antiphon  2 tm 1: 12; 4: 8
i know the one in whom i have believed
and i am sure that he, the just judge, the mighty,
will keep safe what is my due until that day.

Collect
lord God, who in a wondrous way
chose the blessed apostle Paul to preach the Gospel,
grant, we pray, that the whole world
may be imbued with that faith
which he brought before rulers and nations,
for the unceasing growth of your Church.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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Prayer over the offerings
as we celebrate the divine mysteries, o lord, we pray,
may the spirit fill us with that light of faith
by which he constantly enlightened the blessed apostle Paul
for the spreading of your glory.
Through Christ our lord.

preface i of the apostles, p. 594.

Communion antiphon  gal 2: 20
i live by faith in the Son of god,
who has loved me and given himself up for me.

Prayer after Communion
Grant lord, to those refreshed
by communion in the Body and Blood of your son,
that Christ himself may be life to us,
that nothing may separate us from his love,
and that, attentive to the teaching of the blessed apostle Paul,
we may walk in charity with our neighbor.
Through Christ our lord.
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18. one holy aPoStle
in this Mass, the color red is used. the Mass of his feast is said. but if he is honored together 
with another apostle and the texts of the Mass are not appropriate for that apostle, the 
following Mass is said with the color red.

entrance antiphon  ps 96 (95): 2-3
proclaim the salvation of god day by day;
tell among the nations his glory.

Collect
strengthen in us, o lord, the faith,
by which the blessed apostle n.
clung wholeheartedly to your son,
and grant that through the help of his prayers
your Church may become for all the nations
the sacrament of salvation.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
as we bring you these offerings
in commemoration of the blessed apostle n.,
we pray, o lord,
that, living by his example in a manner worthy of the  

Gospel of Christ,
we may work together for the faith it teaches.
Through Christ our lord.

preface ii of the apostles, p. 596.

Communion antiphon  Lk 22: 29-30
i confer a kingdom on you,
just as my father has conferred one on me,
that you may eat and drink
at my table in my kingdom, says the Lord.

Prayer after Communion
as we celebrate the memory of the blessed apostle n.,
we have received the pledge of eternal salvation, o lord,
and we pray that it may be of help to us,
both now and for the life to come.
Through Christ our lord.
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19. all SaIntS
in this Mass, the color white is used.

entrance antiphon
the souls of the Saints are rejoicing in heaven,
the Saints who followed the footsteps of christ,
and so now exult with christ for ever.

Collect
o God, fount of all holiness,
make us each walk worthily in our vocation,
through the intercession of your saints,
on whom you bestowed
a great variety of graces on earth
and a single glorious reward in heaven.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
may these offerings we bring in honor of all the saints
be pleasing to you, o lord,
and grant that, just as we believe the saints
to be already assured of immortality,
so we may experience their concern for our salvation.
Through Christ our lord.

preface of the Saints, pp. 598-601.

Communion antiphon  Mt 5: 8-10
blessed are the clean of heart, for they shall see god.
blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called children of god.
blessed are they who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness,
for theirs is the Kingdom of heaven.

Prayer after Communion
o God, who refresh us with the one Bread
and sustain us with one hope,
strengthen us likewise, we pray, by your grace,
that, as we are one with your saints,
one body and one spirit in Christ,
we may rise with him to glory.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.
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mASSES FOR THE DEAD



1. although for the sake of convenience, complete Masses with their own antiphons and prayers 
are given here, all the texts may be exchanged one for another, especially the prayers. in these 
latter, however, changes should be made, according to circumstances, in gender and number.

Similarly, if the prayers given here for funerals and anniversaries are used in other 
circumstances, the phrasing that appears less suited should be omitted.

2. in easter time, the alleluia at the end of the antiphons may, if appropriate, be omitted.
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I. For the Funeral
the funeral Mass may be celebrated on any day, except on Solemnities that are holydays of 
obligation, on thursday of holy Week, during the paschal triduum, and on the Sundays of 
advent, Lent and easter time.

A. Outside Easter Time

entrance antiphon  cf. 4 esdr 2: 34-35
eternal rest grant unto them, o Lord,
and let perpetual light shine upon them.

or:

eternal rest grant unto him (her), o Lord,
and let perpetual light shine upon him (her).

Collect
o God, almighty Father,
our faith professes that your son died and rose again;
mercifully grant, that through this mystery
your servant n., who has fallen asleep in Christ,
may rejoice to rise again through him.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

or:

o God, whose nature
is always to forgive and to show mercy,
we humbly implore you for your servant n.,
whom you have called (this day) to journey to you,
and, since he (she) hoped and believed in you,
grant that he (she) may be led to our true homeland
to delight in its everlasting joys.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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Prayer over the offerings
as we humbly present to you
these sacrificial offerings, o lord,
for the salvation of your servant n.,
we beseech your mercy,
that he (she), who did not doubt your son
to be a loving savior,
may find in him a merciful Judge.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

preface for the Dead, pp. 622-631.

Communion antiphon  cf. 4 esdr 2: 34-35
Let perpetual light shine upon them,
with your Saints for ever, for you are merciful.
eternal rest grant unto them, o Lord,
and let perpetual light shine upon them,
with your Saints for ever, for you are merciful.

or:

Let perpetual light shine upon him (her),
with your Saints for ever, for you are merciful.
eternal rest grant unto him (her) o Lord,
and let perpetual light shine upon him (her),
with your Saints for ever, for you are merciful.

Prayer after Communion
lord God, whose son left us,
in the sacrament of his Body,
food for the journey,
mercifully grant that, strengthened by it,
our brother (sister) n. may come
to the eternal table of Christ.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.
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B. Outside Easter Time

entrance antiphon
May the Lord open to him (her) the gates of paradise,
that he (she) may return to that homeland
where there is no death, where eternal joy endures.

Collect
o God, who are mercy for sinners
and the happiness of your saints,
give, we pray, to your servant n.,
for whom (today) we perform the fraternal offices of burial,
a share with your chosen ones in the blessedness you give,
so that on the day of resurrection,
freed from the bonds of mortality,
he (she) may come before your face.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

or:

o God, who have set a limit to this present life,
so as to open up an entry into eternity,
we humbly beseech you,
that by the grace of your mercy
you may command the name of your servant n.
to be inscribed in the book of life.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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Prayer over the offerings
Be near, o lord, we pray, to your servant n.,
on whose funeral day
we offer you this sacrifice of conciliation,
so that, should any stain of sin have clung to him (her)
or any human fault have affected him (her),
it may, by your loving gift, be forgiven and wiped away.
Through Christ our lord.

preface for the Dead, pp. 622-631.

Communion antiphon  phil 3: 20-21
We await a savior, the Lord Jesus christ,
who will change our mortal bodies,
to conform with his glorified body.

Prayer after Communion
Grant, we pray, almighty God,
that your servant n.,
who (today) has journeyed from this world,
may by this sacrifice be cleansed and freed from sin
and so receive the everlasting joys of the resurrection.
Through Christ our lord.

C. During Easter Time

entrance antiphon  1 thes 4: 14; 1 cor 15: 22
Just as Jesus died and rose again,
so, through Jesus, god will bring with him
those who have fallen asleep;
and as in adam all die,
so also in christ will all be brought to life, alleluia.
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Collect
listen kindly to our prayers, o lord:
as our faith in your son,
raised from the dead, is deepened,
may our hope of resurrection for your departed servant n.,
also find new strength.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

or:

o God, who through the ending of present things
open up the beginning of things to come,
grant, we pray, that the soul of your servant n.
may be led by you
to attain the inheritance of eternal redemption.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
look favorably on our offerings, o lord,
so that your departed servant n.
may be taken up into glory with your son,
in whose great mystery of love we are all united.
Through Christ our lord.

preface for the Dead, pp. 622-631.

Communion antiphon  Jn 11: 25-26
i am the resurrection and the Life, says the Lord.
Whoever believes in me, even though he dies, will live,
and everyone who lives and believes in me
will not die for ever, alleluia.

Prayer after Communion
Grant, we pray, o lord, that your servant n.,
for whom we have celebrated this paschal sacrament,
may pass over to a dwelling place of light and peace.
Through Christ our lord.
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D. Other Prayers for the Funeral Mass

Collect
o God, who alone are able to give life after death,
free your servant n. from all sins,
that he (she), who believed in the Resurrection of your Christ,
may, when the day of resurrection comes,
be united with you in glory.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
almighty and merciful God,
by means of these sacrificial offerings,
wash away, we pray, in the Blood of Christ,
the sins of your departed servant n.,
and purify unceasingly by your merciful forgiveness
those you once cleansed in the waters of Baptism.
Through Christ our lord.

Prayer after Communion
having received the sacrament of your only Begotten son,
who was sacrificed for us and rose in glory,
we humbly implore you, o lord,
for your departed servant n.,
that, cleansed by the paschal mysteries,
he (she) may glory in the gift of the resurrection to come.
Through Christ our lord.
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E. For the Funeral of a Baptized Child

1

entrance antiphon  Mt 25: 34
come, you blessed of my father, says the Lord;
receive the kingdom prepared for you
from the foundation of the world (e.t. alleluia).

Collect
most compassionate God,
who in the counsels of your wisdom
have called this little child to yourself
on the very threshold of life,
listen kindly to our prayers
and grant that one day we may inherit eternal life with him (her),
whom, by the grace of Baptism, you have adopted as your  

own child
and who we believe is dwelling even now in your Kingdom.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
sanctify these offerings we bring you, o lord,
that the parents, who now entrust to you
the child you gave to them,
may come to embrace him (her) with joy in your Kingdom.
Through Christ our lord.

preface for the Dead, pp. 622-631.

Communion antiphon  cf. rom 6: 4, 8
buried with christ through baptism into death,
we believe that we shall also live with christ (e.t. alleluia).
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Prayer after Communion
having received the Communion
of your son’s Body and Blood, o lord,
we ask you faithfully
to comfort amid the sorrows of this life
those whom you have graciously nourished
by these sacred mysteries,
so as to strengthen their hope of life eternal.
Through Christ our lord.

2
Other Prayers

Collect
o God, who know that our hearts
are weighed down by grief
at the death of this young child,
grant that, while we weep for him (her),
who at your bidding has departed this life so soon,
we may have faith that he (she) has gained
an eternal home in heaven.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Graciously accept this offering, o God,
as a sign of our devotion,
so that, trusting in the designs of your providence,
we may be raised up by your gentle and fatherly care.
Through Christ our lord.

Prayer after Communion
nourished by your divine gifts,
we pray, o lord,
that, just as you have given this little child
a place at the table in your heavenly Kingdom,
we, too, may find a place there.
Through Christ our lord.
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F. For the Funeral of a Child
Who Died before Baptism

Should a child whom the parents wished to be baptized, die before baptism, the Diocesan 
bishop, taking into consideration pastoral circumstances, may permit the funeral to be 
celebrated in the home of the deceased child, or even according to the form of funeral rites 
otherwise customarily used in the region.

in funerals of this kind there should ordinarily be a Liturgy of the Word, as described in 
the roman ritual. Nevertheless, if at times the celebration of Mass is judged opportune, the 
following texts should be used.

in catechesis, however, proper care is to be taken that the doctrine of the necessity of 
baptism is not obscured in the minds of the faithful.

entrance antiphon  rev 21: 4
god will wipe every tear from their eyes,
and there shall be no more death
or mourning, crying or pain,
for former things have passed away.

Collect
Receive the prayers of your faithful, lord,
and grant that those you allow to be weighed down
by their longing for the child taken from them
may be raised up by faith to hope in your compassion.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

or:

o God, searcher of hearts and most loving consoler,
who know the faith of these parents,
grant that, as they mourn their child,
now departed from this life,
they may be assured
that he (she) has been entrusted to your divine compassion.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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Prayer over the offerings
Graciously accept this offering, o God,
as a sign of our devotion,
so that, trusting in the designs of your providence,
we may be raised up by your gentle and fatherly care.
Through Christ our lord.

preface for the Dead, pp. 622-631.

Communion antiphon  is 25: 8
the Lord god will destroy death for ever.
he will wipe away the tears from every cheek.

Prayer after Communion
having received the Communion
of your son’s Body and Blood, o lord,
we ask you faithfully
to comfort amid the sorrows of this life
those whom you have graciously nourished
by these sacred mysteries,
so as to strengthen their hope of life eternal.
Through Christ our lord.
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II. on the annIVerSary
this Mass may be celebrated on the first anniversary even on days within the octave of the 
Nativity of the Lord, and on days when an obligatory Memorial occurs and on weekdays, 
with the exception of ash Wednesday and weekdays during holy Week.

on other anniversaries, this Mass may be celebrated on weekdays in ordinary time 
even when an optional Memorial occurs.

A. Outside Easter Time

entrance antiphon  rev 21: 4
god will wipe every tear from their eyes,
and there shall be no more death
or mourning, crying or pain,
for former things have passed away.

Collect
o God, glory of the faithful and life of the just,
by the Death and Resurrection of whose son
we have been redeemed,
look mercifully on your departed servant n.,
that, just as he (she) professed
the mystery of our resurrection,
so he (she) may merit to receive
the joys of eternal happiness.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
look with favor, we pray, o lord,
on the offerings we make for the soul of your servant n.,
that, being cleansed by heavenly remedies,
his (her) soul may be ever alive
and blessed in your glory.
Through Christ our lord.

preface for the Dead, pp. 622-631.
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Communion antiphon  Jn 11: 25; 3: 36; 5: 24
i am the resurrection and the Life, says the Lord.
Whoever believes in me has eternal life
and does not come to condemnation,
but has passed from death to life.

Prayer after Communion
Restored by these sacred mysteries,
we humbly beseech you, o lord,
that your servant n. may be cleansed from all offenses
and merit for all eternity
the precious gift of the resurrection.
Through Christ our lord.

B. Outside Easter Time

entrance antiphon
Lord Jesus, grant eternal rest to those,
for whom you poured out your precious blood.

Collect
send down, we pray, o lord,
the lasting dew of your mercy on your servant n.,
whose anniversary we commemorate,
and be pleased to grant him (her)
the company of your saints.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Be attentive, o lord,
to our prayers for your servant n.,
whose anniversary we observe today,
and through this sacrifice of conciliation and praise
graciously add him (her) to the company of your saints.
Through Christ our lord.

preface for the Dead, pp. 622-631.
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Communion antiphon
you are rest after toil, o Lord, life after death:
grant them eternal rest.

Prayer after Communion
Just as you have lovingly accepted, o lord,
our prayers and sacrificial offerings
for the soul of your servant n.,
so, we humbly entreat you:
if any stain of sin has clung to him (her),
may it be wiped away by your merciful forgiveness.
Through Christ our lord.

C. During Easter Time

entrance antiphon  cf. rom 8: 11
god, who raised Jesus from the dead,
will give life also to your mortal bodies,
through his Spirit that dwells in you, alleluia.

Collect
almighty and merciful God,
whose son, for our sake,
willingly underwent death in the flesh,
grant mercifully, we pray,
that your servant n. may have part
in the wondrous victory of Christ’s Resurrection.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
almighty and merciful God,
by means of these sacrificial offerings,
wash away, we pray, in the Blood of Christ,
the sins of your departed servant n.,
for you purify unceasingly by your merciful forgiveness
those you once cleansed in the waters of Baptism.
Through Christ our lord.

preface for the Dead, pp. 622-631.
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Communion antiphon  Jn 6: 51-52
i am the living bread, that came down from heaven, says the Lord.
Whoever eats of this bread will live for ever,
and the bread that i will give 
is my flesh for the life of the world, alleluia.

Prayer after Communion
having received the sacrament of your only Begotten son,
who was sacrificed for us and rose in glory,
we humbly implore you, o lord,
for your departed servant n.,
that, cleansed by the paschal mysteries,
he (she) may glory in the gift of the resurrection to come.
Through Christ our lord.

D. Other Prayers on the Anniversary

Collect
Grant, we pray, o lord,
through the blessed Passion of your son,
that your servant n. may receive
the forgiveness for his (her) sins he (she) always desired,
so that, knowing you in truth,
he (she) may be worthy to rejoice
at being called to behold you for ever.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
We humbly offer you sacrifice, o lord,
for n. your servant,
that he (she), who by your gift of the light of faith
already knew you,
may rejoice in holding fast to you for ever.
Through Christ our lord.
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Prayer after Communion
Replenished by the food that renews and gives life,
we pray, o lord,
that our brother (sister) n.,
strengthened by it and cleansed from all sins,
may pass over to the company of heaven.
Through Christ our lord.

E. Other Prayers on the Anniversary

Collect
o God of all forgiveness,
grant to the soul of your servant n.,
whose anniversary we celebrate,
a place of refreshment, of blessed rest and resplendent light.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
may both our prayer and our offering
be pleasing to you, o lord,
that your servant n.,
for whose salvation they are offered,
may gain through them
the fullness of your redemption
Through Christ our lord.

Prayer after Communion
Grant, we pray, almighty God,
that the soul of your servant n.,
for whom we have offered
this sacrifice to your majesty,
may by the power of this sacrament
be cleansed of all sins
and receive from your mercy
the happiness of perpetual light.
Through Christ our lord.
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III. VarIouS CommemoratIonS
this Mass may be celebrated when the news of a death is first received or on the day of final 
burial, even on days within the octave of the Nativity of the Lord, on days when an obligatory 
Memorial occurs, and on weekdays, with the exception of ash Wednesday and weekdays during 
holy Week.

“Daily” Masses for the Dead may be celebrated on weekdays in ordinary time, even if an 
optional Memorial occurs, provided such Masses are actually applied for the dead.

A. For One Deceased Person

1

entrance antiphon
May the Lord open to him (her) the gates of paradise,
that he (she) may return to that homeland,
where there is no death, where eternal joy endures.

Collect
o God, almighty Father,
who have strengthened us by the mystery of the Cross
and promise us a share in the mystery of your son’s Resurrection,
mercifully grant, we pray,
that your departed servant n. may be gathered
into the company of your chosen ones.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

or:

incline your ear, o lord, to our prayers,
by which we humbly entreat your mercy,
that, as you graciously numbered your servant n.
among your people in this world,
you may now set him (her) in a place of peace and light
and grant him (her) a share in the company of your saints.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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Prayer over the offerings
look with favor, o lord, on your servant n.,
for whom we offer you the sacrifice of praise,
humbly entreating
that, reconciled with you through these devoted offices,
he (she) may merit to rise again to life.
Through Christ our lord.

preface for the Dead, pp. 622-631.

Communion antiphon  Jn 6: 37
everything that the father gives me will come to me, says the Lord,
and i will not reject anyone who comes to me.

Prayer after Communion
Renewed by this life-giving sacrament,
we pray, o lord,
that the soul of our brother (sister) n.,
to whom you gave a part in your covenant,
may be purified by the power of this mystery
and rejoice without end in the peace of Christ.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

2

entrance antiphon  Job 19: 25, 26
i know that my redeemer lives,
and that he will at last stand forth upon the dust;
and from my flesh i shall see god.

Collect
Free your servant n., we pray, o lord,
from every bond of sin,
that he (she), who in this world
was found worthy to be conformed to Christ,
may be raised to the glory of the resurrection
and draw the breath of new life among your saints.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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Prayer over the offerings
Grant our supplication, we pray, o lord,
that this sacrifice may benefit your departed servant n.,
since through its offering
you have loosed the offenses of all the world.
Through Christ our lord.

preface for the Dead, pp. 622-631.

Communion antiphon  cf. Jn 6: 50
this is the bread that comes down from heaven, says the Lord;
so that one may eat it and not die.

Prayer after Communion
may the sacrifice of your Church, we pray, o lord,
benefit the soul of your servant n.,
so that he (she), who received
the sacrament of Christ’s mercy,
may enter his company, together with your saints.
Through Christ our lord.

3

Other Prayers

Collect
o God, in whose presence the dead are alive
and in whom your saints rejoice full of happiness,
grant our supplication, that your servant n.,
for whom the fleeting light of this world shines no more,
may enjoy the comfort of your light for all eternity.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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Prayer over the offerings
may the offering of this sacrifice
be pleasing to you, lord,
so that the soul of your servant n.,
finding through your mercy
the pardon he (she) sought for his (her) sins,
may exult for ever with your saints
and praise your glory for all eternity.
Through Christ our lord.

Prayer after Communion
as we receive these heavenly gifts,
we give you thanks, o lord,
and humbly pray that the soul of your servant n.,
freed through your son’s Passion from the bonds of sin,
may come happily into your presence.
Through Christ our lord.

4

Other Prayers

Collect
may our prayers rise up to you, o lord,
and may the soul of n. your servant
be welcomed into eternal joy;
for as you were pleased
to create him (her) in your own image
and adopt him (her) as your own,
so command, we pray,
that he (she) may have a share in your inheritance.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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Prayer over the offerings
mercifully receive, we pray, o lord,
the offering we trustingly present
for the soul of your servant n.,
that through this sacrifice,
which you ordained as the one true remedy for all,
you may grant him (her) everlasting salvation.
Through Christ our lord.

Prayer after Communion
Renewed by the nourishment of this sacred gift,
we pray, o lord,
that our brother (sister) n., freed from the bonds of death,
may rejoice to have a share in the Resurrection of your son.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

5

Other Prayers

Collect
incline your merciful ear to our prayers, o lord,
and grant to the soul of your servant n.
the remission of all his (her) sins,
that he (she) may have life on the day of resurrection
and may rest in the splendor of eternal light.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
almighty ever-living God,
whose son has given himself to us as the Bread of life
and has poured out his Blood as the Chalice of salvation,
have mercy, we pray, on your servant n.,
that the offering we make to you
may be for him (her) the source of salvation.
Through Christ our lord.
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Prayer after Communion
as we receive the pledge of eternal life,
we humbly implore you, o lord,
for the soul of your servant n.,
that, freed from the bonds of mortality,
he (she) may join the company of the redeemed.
Through Christ our lord.
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B. For Several Deceased Persons
or for All the Dead

1

entrance antiphon
eternal rest grant unto them, o Lord,
and fill their souls with splendor.

Collect
o God, who willed that your only Begotten son,
having conquered death,
should pass over into the realm of heaven,
grant, we pray, to your departed servants (n. and n.)
that, with the mortality of this life overcome,
they may gaze eternally on you,
their Creator and Redeemer.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
look with favor, we pray, o lord,
on the sacrificial offerings
we present to you for the souls of your servants
and, just as you bestowed on them
the dignity of the Christian faith,
grant them also its reward.
Through Christ our lord.

preface for the Dead, pp. 622-631.

Communion antiphon  1 Jn 4: 9
god sent his only begotten Son into the world,
so that we might have life through him.

Prayer after Communion
Through these sacrificial gifts,
which we have received, o lord,
bestow on your departed servants your great mercy,
and, to those you have endowed with the grace of Baptism,
grant also the fullness of eternal joy.
Through Christ our lord.
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2

entrance antiphon  Jn 3: 16
god so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son,
so that all who believe in him may not perish, but may have eternal life.

Collect
almighty ever-living God,
life of all that is mortal and joy of the saints,
we humbly pray to you for your servants (n. and n.)
that, freed from the bonds of mortality,
they may possess your Kingdom in everlasting glory.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Receive, o lord, in your kindness
the sacrificial offering we make
for your departed servants (n. and n.)
and for all who sleep in Christ,
that, set free from the bonds of death
by this singular sacrifice,
they may merit eternal life.
Through Christ our lord.

preface for the Dead, pp. 622-631.

Communion antiphon  phil 3: 20-21
We await a savior, the Lord Jesus christ,
who will change our mortal bodies,
to conform with his glorified body.

Prayer after Communion
as we participate in the divine mysteries
we pray, almighty God,
that they may advance our salvation
and bring pardon to the souls of your servants,
for whom we implore your mercy.
Through Christ our lord.
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entrance antiphon  cf. rev 14: 13
blessed are the dead who die in the Lord.
Let them rest from their labors,
for their works accompany them.

Collect
o God, by whose mercy the souls of the faithful find rest,
graciously grant pardon for their sins
to your servants (n. and n.)
and to all who sleep in Christ,
so that, freed from all guilt,
they may have a share in the Resurrection of your Christ.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
look with favor, lord, we pray,
on the offerings we make
for the repose of the souls of your servants,
that through these helps to human salvation
they may be granted an unfailing portion
among the multitude of your redeemed.
Through Christ our lord.

preface for the Dead, pp. 622-631.

Communion antiphon
grant everlasting rest to them, o Lord,
for whose memory the body and blood of christ are here received.

Prayer after Communion
We have received, o lord, the sacrament of redemption
and entreat your mercy, that in your compassion
you may give protection to us, the living,
and, to our departed brothers and sisters, everlasting pardon.
Through Christ our lord.
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4

entrance antiphon  cf. ps 31 (30): 2
in you, o Lord, i put my trust, let me never be put to shame;
in your justice, deliver me.

Collect
o God, Creator and Redeemer of all the faithful,
grant to your departed servants
the remission of all their sins,
so that through our devout supplications
they may obtain that pardon
which they have always desired.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Be merciful, we pray, o lord,
to your servants (n. and n.),
for whom we offer you the sacrifice of conciliation,
and, since in this life
they remained steadfast in the Catholic faith,
may they have their reward in the life to come.
Through Christ our lord.

preface for the Dead, pp. 622-631.

Communion antiphon  Jn 8: 12
i am the light of the world, says the Lord;
whoever follows me will not walk in darkness,
but will have the light of life.

Prayer after Communion
may the prayer of those who plead before you
benefit the souls of your servants, we pray, o lord,
so that through this sacrifice,
you may free them from all their sins
and make them sharers in eternal salvation.
Through Christ our lord.
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5
entrance antiphon  cf. ps 105 (104): 3-4

Let the hearts that seek the Lord rejoice;
turn to the Lord and his strength;
constantly seek his face.

Collect
almighty ever-living God,
who rule both the living and the dead and are merciful to all,
we humbly beseech you,
that those for whom we pour out our prayers
may obtain pardon for their sins through your tender mercy,
rejoicing together, blessed in your sight,
and praising you without end.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
By your acceptance of this sacrificial offering, o God,
grant that your servants (n. and n.)
may be sharers in the abundant riches of Christ,
so that with him they may be raised again to life
and receive a place at his right hand.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

preface for the Dead, pp. 622-631.

Communion antiphon  cf. ps 31 (30): 17-18
Let your face shine on your servant.
Save me in your merciful love.
o Lord, let me never be put to shame, for i call on you.

Prayer after Communion
hear, o God, your children,
nourished now by the sacrament of salvation,
and, as through the holy spirit,
you raised Christ, your only Begotten son, from the dead,
so grant to your faithful servants (n. and n.)
the joy of life and immortality.
Through Christ our lord.
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6
entrance antiphon  ps 84 (83): 10-11

Look, o god, on the face of your anointed one;
one day within your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere.

Collect
Grant perpetual mercy to your departed servants,
we pray, o lord,
that the hope and faith they had in you
may benefit them for all eternity.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
in this sacrifice, o lord,
your son, though innocent, was slain for us
and took away all the sins of the world;
grant, we pray,
that it may set your servants (n. and n.) free
from every failing of the human condition.
Through Christ our lord.

preface for the Dead, pp. 622-631.

Communion antiphon  cf. ps 42 (41): 2-3
Like the deer that yearns for running streams,
so my soul is yearning for you, my god.

Prayer after Communion
may your departed servants
and all who sleep in Christ
inherit eternal light, we pray, o lord,
for while still in this life
they received this, your holy sacrament.
Through Christ our lord.
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Other Prayers

Collect
Be favorable, lord, to your servants (n. and n.),
whom you washed clean in the font of rebirth,
and bring them to the happiness of heavenly life.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
as we offer sacrifice to you, o lord,
for your departed servants (n. and n.),
we humbly entreat
that you may be pleased to answer our prayers
and confer on these your servants your perpetual mercy.
Through Christ our lord.

Prayer after Communion
having received your heavenly sacrament, o lord,
we humbly ask your mercy,
that your departed servants,
obtaining, through this gift, pardon for sins,
may be counted worthy to enter your Kingdom,
there to praise you for eternity.
Through Christ our lord.
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Other Prayers

Collect
To you, o lord, we commend your servants (n. and n.)
that, having died to this world, they may live for you,
and we beseech you,
that whatever sins they committed
through the frailty of the flesh during their earthly lives
you may in your most tender mercy pardon and wipe away.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Be merciful, we pray, o lord,
to your servants (n. and n.),
for whom we offer you the sacrifice of conciliation,
and, since in this life they remained faithful to you,
may they have their reward in your presence.
Through Christ our lord.

Prayer after Communion
Grant, we pray, almighty God,
that through the power of this sacrament
your departed servants be made partakers of eternal happiness
in the gathering of the just.
Through Christ our lord.
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Other Prayers

Collect
almighty ever-living God,
to whom we never pray without hope of your mercy,
be gracious to your servants (n. and n.),
who departed this life confessing your name,
and admit them to the company of your saints.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
lord God, whose son offered himself to you as a living oblation,
accept, we pray, the sacrifice of your Church,
that your servants (n. and n.), freed from all sins,
may merit to attain the prize of immortality.
Through Christ our lord.

Prayer after Communion
may the sacrament we have received
purify us, almighty and merciful God,
and grant, we pray,
that this sacrifice may be for us
a plea for pardon,
strength for the weak,
a stronghold in all danger;
and may it be for the living and the dead
remission of all their sins
and the pledge of eternal redemption.
Through Christ our lord.
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IV. VarIouS PrayerS For the dead

1. FOR A POPE

a

Collect
o God, faithful rewarder of souls,
grant that your departed servant Pope n.,
whom you made successor of Peter
and shepherd of your Church,
may happily enjoy for ever in your presence in heaven
the mysteries of your grace and compassion,
which he faithfully ministered on earth.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
We pray, o lord,
that through these devoted offices of supplication
you may mercifully bestow a blessed reward
on the soul of your servant Pope n.
and on us, your gifts of grace.
Through Christ our lord.

Prayer after Communion
Renewed by the sacrament
of our communion with you, our God,
we pray, o lord,
that your servant Pope n.,
who served by your will on earth
as the visible foundation of your Church’s unity,
may be happily admitted to your blessed flock.
Through Christ our lord.
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b

Collect
o God, who in your wondrous providence
chose your servant Pope n. to preside over your Church,
grant, we pray,
that, having served as the Vicar of your son on earth,
he may be welcomed by him into eternal glory.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
look with favor on the offerings of your Church
as she calls on you, o lord,
and by the power of this sacrifice
grant that, as you placed your servant Pope n.
as high Priest over your flock,
so you may set him among the number
of your chosen Priests in heaven.
Through Christ our lord.

Prayer after Communion
as we receive sacred sustenance
from your charity, o lord,
we pray that your servant Pope n.,
who was a faithful steward of your mysteries on earth,
may praise your mercy for ever in the glory of the saints.
Through Christ our lord.
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Collect
o God, immortal shepherd of souls,
look on your people’s prayers
and grant that your servant Pope n.,
who presided over your Church in charity,
may, with the flock entrusted to his care,
receive from your mercy 
the reward of a faithful steward.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
look with favor, we pray, o lord,
on the peaceful offering of your people,
with which we confidently commit to your mercy
the soul of your servant Pope n.,
and grant, we pray, that,
having been, in the midst of the human family,
an instrument of your charity and peace,
he may merit to delight in the same,
for ever with all your saints.
Through Christ our lord.

Prayer after Communion
as we come to the table of your eternal banquet,
we humbly beg your mercy, lord,
for the soul of your departed servant Pope n.,
that he may rejoice at last in possession of the truth
in which he faithfully confirmed your people.
Through Christ our lord.
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2. FOR A BISHOP
A. For a Diocesan Bishop

Collect
Grant, we pray, almighty God,
that the soul of your departed servant Bishop n.,
to whom you committed the care of your family,
may, with the manifold fruit of his labors,
enter into the eternal gladness of his lord.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
We humbly beseech your boundless mercy, lord,
that this sacrifice,
which your departed servant and Bishop n., 
while in the body, offered to your majesty
for the salvation of the faithful,
may now bring him, too, your pardon.
Through Christ our lord.

Prayer after Communion
may your merciful kindness,
which we have implored, o lord,
benefit the soul of your departed servant Bishop n.,
that, by these sacrificial gifts,
he may know the eternal company of Christ,
in whom he hoped and whom he preached.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.
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B. For another Bishop

Collect
o God, who chose your servant Bishop (Cardinal) n.
from among your Priests
and endowed him with pontifical dignity
in the apostolic priesthood,
grant, we pray,
that he may also be admitted to their company for ever.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
accept, o lord, we pray,
the sacrificial gifts we offer
for the soul of your servant Bishop (Cardinal) n.,
that, as you accorded him the pontifical dignity in this world,
so you may command him to be admitted
to the company of your saints in the heavenly Kingdom.
Through Christ our lord.

Prayer after Communion
We pray, almighty and merciful God,
that, as you made your servant Bishop (Cardinal) n.
an ambassador for Christ on earth,
so you may raise him, purified by this sacrifice,
to be seated with Christ in heaven.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.
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3. FOR A PRIEST

a

Collect
Grant, we pray, o lord,
that the soul of n., your servant and Priest,
whom you honored with sacred office
while he lived in this world,
may exult for ever in the glorious home of heaven.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Grant, we pray, almighty God,
that through these holy mysteries
n., your servant and Priest,
may behold with clarity for ever
what he faithfully ministered here.
Through Christ our lord.

Prayer after Communion
having received the sacrament of salvation,
we implore your kindness, o God,
for n., your servant and Priest,
that, as you made him a steward of your mysteries on earth,
so you may bring him to be nourished
by their truth and reality as unveiled in heaven.
Through Christ our lord.
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b

Collect
hear with favor our prayers,
which we humbly offer, o lord,
for the salvation of the soul of n., your servant and Priest,
that he, who devoted a faithful ministry to your name,
may rejoice in the perpetual company of your saints.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
We ask your mercy, lord,
that this sacrifice of our service,
offered for the soul of n., your servant and Priest,
may now bring pardon to him,
who devoutly offered sacrifice to you in the Church.
Through Christ our lord.

Prayer after Communion
Renewed by food from your heavenly table,
we humbly beseech you, o lord,
that by the power of this sacrifice
the soul of n., your servant and Priest,
who faithfully ministered in your Church,
may exult for ever in your sight.
Through Christ our lord
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4. FOR A DEACON

Collect
Grant, we pray, o merciful God,
a share in eternal happiness
to the soul of n., your servant and Deacon,
on whom you bestowed the gift of ministering in your Church.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Be gracious, o lord, to n., your servant and Deacon,
for whose salvation we offer you this sacrifice,
that, as in the flesh he ministered to Christ your son,
so he may rise up with your faithful servants
to everlasting glory.
Through Christ our lord.

Prayer after Communion
Replenished with these sacred gifts,
we humbly entreat you, o lord,
graciously to grant through this sacrifice
that n., your servant and Deacon,
whom you called to be among those
who serve your Church,
once freed from the bonds of death,
may receive a share with those who have ministered well,
and enter into your joy.
Through Christ our lord.
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5. FOR A RELIGIOUS

Collect
Grant, we pray, almighty God,
that the soul of your servant n.,
who for love of Christ walked the way of perfect charity,
may rejoice in the coming of your glory
and together with his brothers (her sisters)
may delight in the everlasting happiness of your Kingdom.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

6. FOR ONE WHO WORKED
IN THE SERVICE OF THE GOSPEL

Collect
We humbly beseech your mercy, o lord, for your servant n.,
that, having worked tirelessly for the spread of the Gospel,
he (she) may merit to enter into the rewards of the Kingdom.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

7. FOR A YOUNG PERSON

Collect
o God, who direct our life in all its moments,
we humbly entrust to you this your servant n.,
whom we mourn as one whose life
was completed in so short a time;
grant that he (she) may flourish, for ever young,
in the happiness of your house.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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8. FOR ONE WHO SUFFERED A LONG ILLNESS

Collect
o God, who called your servant n.
to serve you in affliction and sickness,
grant, we pray,
that he (she), who followed your son’s example of suffering,
may also receive the reward of his glory.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

9. FOR ONE WHO DIED SUDDENLY

Collect
show us, lord, the immense power of your goodness,
that, as we weep for our brother (sister) n.,
taken from us by a sudden death,
we may be confident that he (she) has passed over
into your eternal company.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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10. FOR A MARRIED COUPLE

Collect
Grant merciful forgiveness, we pray, o lord,
to your servants n. and n.,
that, just as faithful married love
bound them together in this life,
so the fullness of your charity
may unite them for all eternity.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

or, for one deceased spouse:

Grant merciful forgiveness, we pray, o lord,
to your departed servant n.
and keep in your constant care your servant n. (living spouse),
that, just as faithful married love
bound them together in this life,
so the fullness of your charity
may unite them for all eternity.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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11. FOR THE PRIEST’S PARENTS

Collect
o God, who commanded us to honor father and mother,
have mercy in your compassion
on my father and mother (our parents),
forgive them their sins,
and bring me (us) to see them one day
in the gladness of eternal glory.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
Receive, o lord, the sacrifice we offer you
for my father and mother (our parents);
grant them everlasting joy in the land of the living
and unite me (us) with them
in the happiness of the saints.
Through Christ our lord.

Prayer after Communion
may participation in this heavenly sacrament
obtain perpetual light and rest
for my father and mother (our parents),
we pray, o lord,
and bring me (us), along with them,
to the fullness of your everlasting glory.
Through Christ our lord.
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12. FOR RELATIVES, FRIENDS, AND BENEFACTORS

Collect
o God, giver of pardon and loving author of our salvation,
grant, we pray you, in your mercy,
that, through the intercession
of Blessed mary, ever-Virgin, and all your saints,
the members, friends, and benefactors of our community,
who have passed from this world,
may attain a share in eternal happiness.
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Prayer over the offerings
o God, whose mercy is beyond measure,
receive with favor our humble prayers
and through the sacrament of our salvation
grant to the souls of our relatives, friends, and benefactors, 
remission of all their sins.
Through Christ our lord.

Prayer after Communion
Grant, we pray, almighty and merciful God,
that the souls of our relatives, friends, and benefactors,
for whom we have offered
this sacrifice of praise to your majesty,
may, through the power of this sacrament,
be cleansed of all their sins,
and receive from your mercy
the happiness of perpetual light.
Through Christ our lord.
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appeNDIx I
VaRIOUs ChaNTs fOR The ORDeR Of mass

in choosing the simple or solemn tone (in place in the order of Mass), it is desirable that the same 
tone for all parts of the ordinary be used, in order to preserve the unity of the musical genre.

The Introductory Rites
Greeting

& á œ œ œ á œ œ

& œ œ

& á á œ œ œ á

& á á œ á

& œ œ

& á œ œ œ œ á

& œ á œ œ

& á œ œ á œ œ

& á œ œ á œ œ
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Penitential Act

& á á œ œ œ œ

& á œ œ œ

& á œ

& á œ œ

& á œ œ

& á œ œ

& á œ œ œ œ œ

& w œ

& œ œ

& á á œ œ œ œ

1416

VARIOUS	CHANTS	FOR	THE	ORDER	OF	MASS		 1417



& á œ œ œ

& á œ œ œ á œ œ

& á œ œ

& á œ œ œ œ á œ œ

& á œ œ

& á œ œ œ œ œ

& á œ œ

& á œ œ

& á œ œ œ œ œ

& á œ

& œ œ
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The Concluding Rites
Blessing

& á œ œ á œ œ

& á œ œ œ œ œ á œ œ œ

& á œ œ œ œ

& á œ œ á œ œ

& á œ á œ œ

& á œ á

& œ

& á œ œ œ œ œ á œ œ œ

& á œ œ œ œ
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Dismissal
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Tones for the Presidential Prayers

& œ œ œ

& œ á œ œ œ á œ œ á

& œ á œ œ á

& á œ œ á á

& œ œ œ œœ œ œ œœ

& œ œ œœ œœ œ œœ

Tones for the Presidential Prayers
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& œ á œ œ œ œœ œ œ œœ

& œ á

& á œ

& œ á

& á œ œ á œ á

& œ œ á œ œ á

& á œ œ œ œœ œ œ œœ

& œ á œ

& œ á
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& á œ œ œ
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& œ œ œ

& á á á œ œ á á œ

& á á á á

& á œ œ á

& á œ á

& á œ œ œ œ á
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& á œ œ œ

& á œ œ œ

& á œ œ œ

& á

& á œ œ œ œ á

& á

& á œ á œ

& á œ œ œ œ

& á œ œ œ
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& á

& á œ á

& á œ œ œ á œ

& á œ œ œ

& á œ

& á œ œ œ

& á

& œ á œ œ œ
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Tones for the Readings
I. Old Testament and Acts of the Apostles

& á œ œ œ

& á á œ œ œ œ á á œ œ œ œ

& á œ
2 œ1 œœ œ œ

& á á œ á œ œ œ

& á œ á œ
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First Reading for the First Sunday of Advent, Year B (NAB)

& á œ œ á œ œ

& á á

& á œ œ œœ á

& á œ œ œ á

& á á œ

& œ á

& á œ á

& á

& œ œ œ á œ á

& á œ á
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Tones for the Readings
II. The Epistle and the Book of Revelation

& á œ œ œ œ

& á œœ œ œ œ œ œ

& á œ œ œ œ œ á

& œ œœ œ œ œ

Tones for the Readings
II.  The Epistle and the Book of Revelation
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& á á œ œ œ œ œ œ á œœ œ œ œ œ œ œ

& á œ
3 œ2 œ1 œ

& á œ
3 œ2 œ1 œ œ œ

& á œœ œ œ œ œ
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& á
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œœ œ œ œ œ œ œ

& á œ
2 œ1 œœ œ œ

& á œ
1 œœ œ á œœ œ

& á œ á œ
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Second Reading for the First Sunday of Advent, Year A (NAB) 

& á œ œ œ œ á

& á œœ œ œ œ á

& œ œ œ œ á œœ œ œ œ

& á œ œ œ œ œ á

& œœ œ œ œ á

& á œ œ œ œ œ œ á œ œ

& œ œ œ œ á œœ œ œ œ œ œ œ á

& á œœ á œœ
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Tones for the Readings
III. The Gospel
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Gospel Reading for Pentecost (NAB)
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Tones for the Readings
III. The Gospel

(Solemn Tone)

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

& á œ œ œ œ œ á œ œ
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& á á œ
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& á á œ
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œœ œ œ

& á œœ œ œ á œœ œ œ

& á œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ

Tones for the Readings
III. The Gospel
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Gospel Reading for Pentecost (NAB)

& á œ œ œ œ á

& á œ œ œ œ á

& á œ œ œ œ á á

& œ œ œ œ œ œ á

& œ á œ á

& á œ á œ œ œ œ œ

& á œ œ œ œ œ œ œ á

& á á œ œ á

& á œœ œ œ á

& œœ

1438	 	APPENDIx	I



The CReeD
Credo iii

& œ œ œ œ œœœ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

& œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

& œ œœ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œœ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ

& œ œ œœ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

& œ œœ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œœ œ

& œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œœ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ

& œ œ œœ œ

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ
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& œ
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œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
�����������

œ œœ

& œ
�����������������������

œ œœœ œ œ œœ œœœœœ

�������������������������������������������

œœ œœœ œ œœœ œœ œœ œ
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pRayeR Of The faIThfUl

& á œ á œ œ œ œ œ

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

& á œ á œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œœ œ œ œœ

& œ œ á á œ œ œœ œ œ œœ œœ œ œ œœ

& œœ œœ œ œ

& œ œ á œb á œ œ œ œœb œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ

& œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ
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The Lord’s Prayer
Tone B (mozarabic)

& œ á œ œ á œœ œœ œ

& œ œœ œ œ

& á œ œ œ œ œ á œœ œ œ œ œœ

& œ œ œ œ œ œ á œ œ œœ œ á

& á œœ œ œ á œ œ œ œ œ á

& á œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ á œ œ

& œ œœ œ œ œ á
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The Lord’s Prayer
Tone C (Solemn Anaphora Tone)

& œ á œ œ á œœ œ œ

& œ œœ œ œ

& œ œœ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œœ œ œœ

& œœ œ œ œ œœ á á œ œ œ œœœ œ

& á œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

& á œ œ œ œœœ œ œœ œ œ á

& á œœ œ á œ œ œœ œ
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At the Solemn Blessing

& á œ œ œ œ

& œ á œ œ œ œ á œ œ á œ œ œœ œ

& œ á

& á

& á œ œ á

& œ œ á œ œ œœ œ

& œ œœ

& œ á œ œ á

& á œ œ œ œ á œ œ

& œœ œ

At the Solemn Blessing
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& á œ œ œ œ

& á œ œ œ á œ œ œ œ œ á œ

& á

& á

& á œ á œ œ

& œ œ á œ

& œ œ

& á œ œ œ á

& á á

& á œ
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& á œ œ œ œ

& á œ œ œ á œ œ œ œ œ á œ

& á

& á

& á œ á œ œ

& œ œ á œ

& œ œ

& á œ œ œ á

& á á

& á œ

& œ œ

& á

& á œ á œ œ œ á

& á œ œ

& œ œ
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The Announcement of Easter and the moveable Feasts

& œ œœ á œ œ œ œ œ á

& á œœ œœ œ œ œ œœ œ œ

& œ œ œ á œœ œœ œ œ á

& á œ œ œ œœœ œœ œ œ œœ á

& œ œœ œœ œ œ á á

& á œ œ œœœ œœ œ œ œœ á œ œ œ œ

& á œœ œœ œ œ á

& œœ œœ œœ œ œ œ œœ á œ œ œ œ á œ

& œ œœ œ œ œ œœ œœ œœ œ œ œ œœ á œ œ œ

The Announcement of Easter and the Moveable Feasts
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& œ œ œ œœ œœ œ œ œ œœ á œ œ œ á

& á œ œ œ œœ œœ œ œ œ œœ á

& á á œ œ œ œ á œœ œœ œ

& œ á œ œ œ œœ œœ œ œ

VARIOUS	CHANTS	FOR	THE	ORDER	OF	MASS		 1449



The NaTIVITy Of OUR lORD JesUs ChRIsT
from the roman martyrology

the announcement of the Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord from the Roman Martyrology draws 
upon Sacred Scripture to declare in a formal way the birth of christ.  it begins with creation and 
relates the birth of the Lord to the major events and personages of sacred and secular history.  the 
particular events contained in the announcement help pastorally to situate the birth of Jesus in 
the context of salvation history.

this text, The Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ, may be chanted or recited, most appropriately 
on December 24, during the celebration of the Liturgy of the hours.  it may also be chanted or 
recited before the beginning of christmas Mass during the Night.  it may not replace any part of 
the Mass.
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text without music:

The Twenty-fifth Day of December,
when ages beyond number had run their course  

from the creation of the world, 
when God in the beginning created heaven and earth, 
and formed man in his own likeness; 
when century upon century had passed 
since the almighty set his bow in the clouds after the Great Flood, 
as a sign of covenant and peace; 
in the twenty-first century since abraham, our father in faith, 
came out of Ur of the Chaldees; 
in the thirteenth century since the People of israel were led  

by moses  
in the exodus from egypt; 

around the thousandth year since David was anointed King; 
in the sixty-fifth week of the prophecy of Daniel; 
in the one hundred and ninety-fourth olympiad; 
in the year seven hundred and fifty-two  

since the foundation of the City of Rome; 
in the forty-second year of the reign of Caesar octavian augustus, 
the whole world being at peace, 

JesUs ChRisT, eternal God and son of the eternal Father, 
desiring to consecrate the world by his most loving presence, 
was conceived by the holy spirit, 
and when nine months had passed since his conception, 
was born of the Virgin mary in Bethlehem of Judah, and  

was made man: 

The nativity of our lord Jesus Christ according to the flesh.
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APPENDIX II

RITe fOR The blessINg 
aND spRINKlINg Of WaTeR

1. on Sundays, especially in easter time, the blessing and sprinkling of water as a memorial 
of baptism may take place from time to time in all churches and chapels, even in Masses 
anticipated on Saturday evenings.

 if this rite is celebrated during Mass, it takes the place of the usual penitential act at the 
beginning of Mass.

2. after the greeting, the priest stands at his chair and faces the people. With a vessel containing 
the water to be blessed before him, he calls upon the people to pray in these or similar words: 

Dear brethren (brothers and sisters),
let us humbly beseech the lord our God
to bless this water he has created,
which will be sprinkled on us
as a memorial of our Baptism.
may he help us by his grace
to remain faithful to the spirit we have received.

and after a brief pause for silence, he continues with hands joined:

almighty ever-living God,
who willed that through water,
the fountain of life and the source of purification,
even souls should be cleansed
and receive the gift of eternal life;
be pleased, we pray, to X bless this water,
by which we seek protection on this your day, o lord.
Renew the living spring of your grace within us
and grant that by this water we may be defended
from all ills of spirit and body,
and so approach you with hearts made clean
and worthily receive your salvation.
Through Christ our lord.
r. amen.

or:
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almighty lord and God,
who are the source and origin of all life,
whether of body or soul,
we ask you to X bless this water,
which we use in confidence
to implore forgiveness for our sins
and to obtain the protection of your grace
against all illness and every snare of the enemy.
Grant, o lord, in your mercy, 
that living waters may always spring up for our salvation,
and so may we approach you with a pure heart
and avoid all danger to body and soul.
Through Christ our lord.
r. amen.

or, during easter time:

lord our God,
in your mercy be present to your people’s prayers,
and, for us who recall the wondrous work of our creation
and the still greater work of our redemption,
graciously X bless this water.
For you created water to make the fields fruitful
and to refresh and cleanse our bodies.
You also made water the instrument of your mercy:
for through water you freed your people from slavery
and quenched their thirst in the desert;
through water the Prophets proclaimed the new covenant
you were to enter upon with the human race;
and last of all,
through water, which Christ made holy in the Jordan,
you have renewed our corrupted nature
in the bath of regeneration.
Therefore, may this water be for us 
a memorial of the Baptism we have received,
and grant that we may share
in the gladness of our brothers and sisters
who at easter have received their Baptism.
Through Christ our lord.
r. amen.
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3. Where the circumstances of the place or the custom of the people suggest that the mixing of 
salt be preserved in the blessing of water, the priest may bless salt, saying:

We humbly ask you, almighty God:
be pleased in your faithful love to bless X this salt
you have created,
for it was you who commanded the prophet elisha
to cast salt into water,
that impure water might be purified.
Grant, o lord, we pray,
that, wherever this mixture of salt and water is sprinkled,
every attack of the enemy may be repulsed
and your holy spirit may be present
to keep us safe at all times.
Through Christ our lord.
r. amen.

then he pours the salt into the water, without saying anything.

4. afterward, taking the aspergillum, the priest sprinkles himself and the ministers, then the 
clergy and people, moving through the church, if appropriate.

Meanwhile, one of the following chants, or another appropriate chant is sung. 

outside easter time

antiphon 1  ps 51 (50): 9
Sprinkle me with hyssop, o Lord, and i shall be cleansed;
wash me and i shall be whiter than snow.

antiphon 2  ez 36: 25-26
i will pour clean water upon you,
and you will be made clean of all your impurities,
and i shall give you a new spirit, says the Lord.

hymn   
 cf. 1 pt 1: 3-5

blessed be the god and father of our Lord Jesus christ,
who in his great mercy has given us new birth into a living hope
through the resurrection of Jesus christ from the dead,
into an inheritance that will not perish,
preserved for us in heaven
for the salvation to be revealed in the last time!
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During easter time

antiphon 1  cf. ez 47: 1-2, 9
i saw water flowing from the temple,
from its right-hand side, alleluia:
and all to whom this water came
were saved and shall say: alleluia, alleluia.

antiphon 2  cf. Wis 3: 8; ez 36: 25
on the day of my resurrection, says the Lord, alleluia,
i will gather the nations and assemble the kingdoms
and i will pour clean water upon you, alleluia.

antiphon 3  cf. Dn 3: 77, 79
you springs and all that moves in the waters,
sing a hymn to god, alleluia.

antiphon 4  1 pt 2: 9
o chosen race, royal priesthood, holy nation,
proclaim the mighty works of him
who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light, alleluia.

antiphon 5 
from your side, o christ,
bursts forth a spring of water,
by which the squalor of the world is washed away
and life is made new again, alleluia.

5. When he returns to his chair and the singing is over, the priest stands facing the people and, 
with hands joined, says: 

may almighty God cleanse us of our sins,
and through the celebration of this eucharist
make us worthy to share at the table of his Kingdom.
r. amen.

6. then, when it is prescribed, the hymn gloria in excelsis (glory to god in the highest) is sung 
or said.
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APPENDIX III

RITe Of DepUTINg a mINIsTeR 
TO DIsTRIbUTe hOly COmmUNION 

ON a sINgle OCCasION

1. the Diocesan bishop has the faculty to permit individual priests exercising sacred duties 
to depute a suitable member of the faithful to distribute holy communion with them on a 
single occasion, in cases of real necessity.

2. When one of the faithful is deputed to distribute communion on a single occasion in such 
cases, it is fitting that a mandate to do so should be conferred according to the following rite.

3. after the priest celebrant himself has received the Sacrament in the usual way, the 
extraordinary minister comes to the altar and stands before the celebrant, who blesses him 
or her with these words:

may the lord X bless you,
so that at this mass you may minister
the Body and Blood of Christ
to your brothers and sisters.

and he or she replies:  

amen.
4. if the extraordinary minister is to receive the Most holy eucharist, the priest gives communion 

to the minister. then the priest gives him or her the ciborium or vessel with the hosts or the 
chalice and together they go to administer communion to the faithful.
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APPENDIX IV

RITe Of blessINg a ChalICe aND a paTeN 
WIThIN mass

1. Since the chalice and paten are used for the offering and consecration of the bread and wine 
and for communion, they are reserved exclusively and permanently for the celebration of the 
eucharist, and so become “sacred vessels.”

2. the intention of reserving these vessels exclusively for the celebration of the eucharist is 
made manifest before the community of the faithful by a special blessing which is appropriate 
to impart during Mass.

3. any priest may bless a chalice and paten, provided these vessels have been made according 
to the norms indicated above in the General Instruction of the Roman Missal, nos. 327-332.

4. if only a chalice or only a paten is to be blessed, the texts should be suitably adapted.

5. after the reading of the word of god, a homily is given in which the priest explains both the 
biblical readings and the meaning of the blessing of a chalice and paten that are used in the 
celebration of the Lord’s Supper.

6. When the universal prayer is concluded, the ministers, or representatives of the community 
presenting the chalice and paten, place these latter on the altar.  then the priest moves to the 
altar, while there is sung this antiphon: 

antiphon 
the chalice of salvation i will raise,
and i will call on the name of the Lord.

another appropriate chant may also be sung.

7. When the singing is over, the priest says: 

let us pray.
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and all pray in silence for a while. then the priest continues: 
With joy, lord God,
we place on your altar this chalice and paten
for the celebration of the sacrifice of the new covenant:
may the Body and Blood of your son,
offered and received by means of these vessels,
make them holy.
Grant, we pray, o lord,
that, celebrating the unblemished sacrifice,
we may be renewed by your sacraments on earth
and endowed with your spirit,
until with the saints we come to delight in your banquet 
in the Kingdom of heaven.
Glory and honor to you for ever.

all reply:

blessed be god for ever.
8. the ministers then place the corporal on the altar. Some of the faithful carry forward bread, 

wine, and water for the celebration of the Lord’s Sacrifice. the priest puts the offerings on 
the newly blessed paten and in the newly blessed chalice and offers them in the usual way. 
Meanwhile, if appropriate, this antiphon with psalm 115 is sung:

antiphon 
the chalice of salvation i will raise,
and i will offer a sacrifice of praise (e.t. alleluia).

psalm 116 (115)

i trusted, even when i said,
“i am sorely afflicted,”
and when i said in my alarm,
“these people are all liars.”

(the antiphon is repeated)

how can i repay the Lord
for all his goodness to me?
the cup of salvation i will raise;
i will call on the name of the Lord.

(the antiphon is repeated)
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My vows to the Lord i will fulfill
before all his people.
how precious in the eyes of the Lord
is the death of his faithful.

(the antiphon is repeated)

your servant, Lord, your servant am i,
the son of your handmaid;
you have loosened my bonds.
a thanksgiving sacrifice i make;
i will call on the name of the Lord.

(the antiphon is repeated)

My vows to the Lord i will fulfill
before all his people,
in the courts of the house of the Lord,
in your midst, o Jerusalem.

(the antiphon is repeated)

another appropriate chant may also be sung.

9. after the prayer With humble spirit, it is appropriate for the priest to incense the gifts and the 
altar.

10. according to the circumstances of the celebration, it is fitting that the faithful receive the 
blood of christ from the newly blessed chalice.
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APPENDIX V

examples Of fORmUlaRIes 
fOR The UNIVeRsal pRayeR

1. GENERAL FORmULA I
Priest’s introduction

To God the Father almighty,
dear brothers and sisters,
may every prayer of our heart be directed,
for his will it is that all humanity should be saved
and come to the knowledge of the truth.

intentions
1. For the holy Church of God,
 that the lord may graciously watch over her and care for her,
 let us pray to the lord.
 r. grant this, almighty god.

2. For the peoples of all the world,
 that the lord may graciously preserve harmony among them,
 let us pray to the lord.
 r. grant this, almighty god.

3. For all who are oppressed by any kind of need,
 that the lord may graciously grant them relief,
 let us pray to the lord.
 r. grant this, almighty god.

4. For ourselves and our own community,
 that the lord may graciously receive us
 as a sacrifice acceptable to himself,
 let us pray to the lord.
 r. grant this, almighty god.

Priest’s Prayer 
o God, our refuge and our strength,
hear the prayers of your Church,
for you yourself are the source of all devotion,
and grant, we pray, that what we ask in faith
we may truly obtain.
Through Christ our lord.
r. amen.
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2. GENERAL FORmULA II

Priest’s introduction 
Brothers and sisters,
as we now make our prayer
for our community and for the world,
let us all pray to Christ the lord,
not only for ourselves and our own needs,
but for the entire people.

intentions
1a. For the whole Christian people,
 let us beseech the abundance of divine goodness.
 r. christ, hear us. or christ, graciously hear us.
1b. For all who do not yet believe,
 let us implore the giver of all spiritual gifts.
 r. christ, hear us.

2a. For those who hold public office,
 let us call upon the power of the lord.
 r. christ, hear us.
2b. For favorable weather and abundant fruits from the earth,
 let us entreat the lord, the ruler of the world.
 r. christ, hear us.

3a. For our brothers and sisters 
 who cannot be present at this sacred assembly,
 let us beseech him who observes all things.
 r. christ, hear us.
3b. For the repose of the souls of the faithful departed,
 let us call upon the judge of all humanity.
 r. christ, hear us.

4a. For all of us who pray in faith
 and ask the mercy of the lord,
 let us entreat the compassion of our savior.
 r. christ, hear us.
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4b. For ourselves and those close to us
 who await the lord’s goodness,
 let us call upon the mercy of Christ the lord.
 r. christ, hear us.

Priest’s Prayer 
incline your merciful ear to our prayers,
we ask, o lord,
and listen in kindness to the supplications of those who call  

on you.
Through Christ our lord.
r. amen.

3. ADVENT

Priest’s introduction 
as we await with longing
the coming of our lord Jesus Christ,
dear brothers and sisters,
let us with renewed devotion beseech his mercy,
that, as he came into the world
to bring the good news to the poor
and heal the contrite of heart,
so in our own time, also,
he may bring salvation to all in need.

intentions
1a. That Christ may visit his holy Church
 and keep watch over her always,
 let us pray to the lord.
 r. Lord, have mercy. or Kyrie, eleison.
1b. That Christ may fill the Pope,
 our Bishop, and the whole order of Bishops
 with spiritual gifts and graces,
 let us pray to the lord.
 r. Lord, have mercy. or Kyrie, eleison.
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2a. That under the protection of Christ
 our times may be peaceful,
 let us pray to the lord.
 r. Lord, have mercy. or Kyrie, eleison.
2b. That Christ may guide the minds of those who govern us
 to promote the common good according to his will,
 let us pray to the lord.
 r. Lord, have mercy. or Kyrie, eleison.

3a. That Christ may banish disease,
 drive out hunger, and ward off every affliction,
 let us pray to the lord.
 r. Lord, have mercy. or Kyrie, eleison.
3b. That Christ in his mercy may free
 all who suffer persecution,
 let us pray to the lord.
 r. Lord, have mercy. or Kyrie, eleison.

4a. That as witnesses to Christ’s love before all 
 we may abide in the truth,
 let us pray to the lord.
 r. Lord, have mercy. or Kyrie, eleison.

4b. That Christ may find us watching when he comes,
 let us pray to the lord.
 r. Lord, have mercy. or Kyrie, eleison.

Priest’s Prayer 
almighty ever-living God,
who bring salvation to all
and desire that no one should perish,
hear the prayers of your people
and grant that the course of our world
may be directed by your peaceful rule
and your Church rejoice in tranquility and devotion.
Through Christ our lord.
r. amen.
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4. CHRISTmAS TImE

Priest’s introduction
on this day (on this night, in this time)
when the goodness and kindness of God our savior have 

appeared,
let us, dear brothers and sisters, 
humbly pour forth to him our prayers,
trusting not in our own good works, but in his mercy.

intentions

1. For the Church of God,
 that in integrity of faith she may await
 and may welcome with joy
 him whom the immaculate Virgin conceived by a word
 and wondrously brought to birth,
 let us pray to the lord.
 r. Lord, have mercy.

2. For the progress and peace of the whole world,
 that what is given in time may become a reward in eternity,
 let us pray to the lord.
 r. Lord, have mercy.

3. For those oppressed by hunger, sickness or loneliness,
 that through the mystery of the nativity (epiphany) of Christ
 they may find relief in both mind and body,
 let us pray to the lord.
 r. Lord, have mercy.

4. For the families of our congregation,
 that, receiving Christ,
 they may learn also to welcome him in the poor,
 let us pray to the lord.
 r. Lord, have mercy.
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Priest’s Prayer 
We pray, o lord our God,
that the Virgin mary,
who merited to bear God and man in her chaste womb,
may commend the prayers of your faithful in your sight.
Through Christ our lord.
r. amen.

5. LENT I

Priest’s introduction
We should pour forth prayers at all times,
dear brothers and sisters,
but, above all, in these days of lent
we ought to watch more intently with Christ
and direct our petitions more fervently to God.

intentions

1. For the whole Christian people,
 that in this sacred time they may be more abundantly nourished
 by every word that comes from the mouth of God,
 let us pray to the lord.

2. For the whole world,
 that in lasting tranquility and peace
 our days may truly become
 the acceptable time of grace and salvation,
 let us pray to the lord.

3. For sinners and the neglectful,
 that in this time of reconciliation
 they may return to Christ,
 let us pray to the lord.

4. For ourselves,
 that God may at last stir up in our hearts
 aversion for our sins,
 let us pray to the lord.
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Priest’s Prayer 
Grant, we pray, o lord,
that your people may turn to you with all their heart,
so that whatever they dare to ask in fitting prayer
they may receive by your mercy.
Through Christ our lord.
r. amen.

6. LENT II

Priest’s introduction 
as the solemnity of easter approaches, dear friends,
let our prayer to the lord be all the more insistent,
that all of us, and the whole multitude of the baptized,
together with the entire world,
may come to share more abundantly in this sacred mystery.

intentions

1. That God may be pleased to increase faith and understanding
 in the catechumens who are to be initiated by holy Baptism
 in the coming Paschal solemnity,
 let us pray to the lord.

2. That peoples in need may find help
 and that peace and security may be firmly established everywhere,
 let us pray to the lord.

3. That all who are afflicted or suffering temptation
 may be strengthened by his grace,
 let us pray to the lord.

4. That all of us may learn to distribute the fruits of self-denial
 for the good of those in need,
 let us pray to the lord.

Priest’s Prayer
have mercy, o lord, on the prayers of your Church
and turn with compassion to the hearts that bow before you,
that those you make sharers in the divine mystery
may never be left without your assistance.
Through Christ our lord.
r. amen.
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7. WEEKDAYS OF HOLY WEEK

Priest’s introduction
in this time of the lord’s Passion,
when Christ offered prayers and supplications to his Father
with loud cries and tears,
let us humbly beseech God,
that in answer to his son’s reverent submission
he may in mercy hear our prayers also.

intentions

1. That the Church, the Bride of Christ,
 may be more fully cleansed by his Blood 
 in this time of his Passion,
 let us pray to the lord.

2. That through the Blood of Christ’s Cross
 all things in the world
 may be brought to peace for the sake of salvation,
 let us pray to the lord.

3. That God may grant fortitude and patience
 to all who through sickness or hardship
 have a share in Christ’s Passion,
 let us pray to the lord.

4. That we may all be led through the lord’s Passion and Cross
 to the glory of his Resurrection,
 let us pray to the lord.

Priest’s Prayer 
Be present, o lord, to your people at prayer,
so that what they do not have the confidence or presumption to ask
they may obtain by the merits of your son’s Passion.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.
r. amen.
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8. EASTER TImE

Priest’s introduction
Dear brothers and sisters,
filled with paschal joy,
let us pray more earnestly to God
that he, who graciously listened
to the prayers and supplications of his beloved son,
may now be pleased to look upon us in our lowliness.

intentions 

1. For the shepherds of our souls,
 that they may have the strength to govern wisely
 the flock entrusted to them by the Good shepherd,
 let us pray to the lord.

2. For the whole world,
 that it may truly know the peace given by Christ,
 let us pray to the lord.

3. For our brothers and sisters who suffer,
 that their sorrow may be turned to gladness
 which no one can take from them,
 let us pray to the lord.

4. For our own community,
 that it may bear witness with great confidence
 to the Resurrection of Christ,
 let us pray to the lord.

Priest’s Prayer 
o God, who know that our life in this present age
is subject to suffering and need,
hear the desires of those who cry to you
and receive the prayers of those who believe in you.
Through Christ our lord.
r. amen.
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9. ORDINARY TImE I

Priest’s introduction 
Dear brothers and sisters,
gathered as one to celebrate the good things 
we have received from our God,
let us ask him to prompt in us
prayers that are worthy of his hearing.

intentions

1. For n. our Pope and n. our Bishop
 and all the clergy,
 with the people entrusted to their charge,
 let us pray to the lord.

2. For those who hold public office
 and those who assist them in promoting the common good,
 let us pray to the lord.

3. For those who travel by sea, land or air,
 for captives and all held in prison,
 let us pray to the lord.

4. For all of us gathered in this sacred place
 by faith and devotion
 and by love and reverence for God,
 let us pray to the lord.

Priest’s Prayer 
may the petitions of your Church
be pleasing in your sight, o lord,
so that we may receive from your mercy
what we cannot ask out of confidence in our own merits
Through Christ our lord.
r. amen.
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10. ORDINARY TImE II

Priest’s introduction 
We have all gathered here,
dear brothers and sisters,
to celebrate the mysteries of our redemption;
let us therefore ask almighty God
that the whole world may be watered
from these springs of all blessing and life.

intentions 

1. For all who have vowed themselves to God,
 that with his help they may faithfully keep to their resolve,
 let us pray to the lord.

2. For peace among nations,
 that, delivered from all turmoil,
 the peoples may serve God in freedom of heart,
 let us pray to the lord.

3. For the elderly who suffer from isolation or sickness,
 that they may be strengthened
 by our love of them as brothers and sisters,
 let us pray to the lord.

4. For ourselves gathered here,
 that, as God does not cease to sustain us
 with the things of this life,
 we may know how to use them in such a way
 that we may hold even now
 to the things that endure for ever,
 let us pray to the lord.

Priest’s Prayer 
may your mercy, we beseech you, o lord,
be with your people who cry to you,
so that what they seek at your prompting
they may obtain by your ready generosity.
Through Christ our lord.
r. amen.

the general formulas printed above, nos. 1-2, may also be used in ordinary time.
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11. IN mASSES FOR THE DEAD

Priest’s introduction 
let us in faith call upon God the almighty Father,
who raised Christ his son from the dead,
as we pray for the salvation of the living and the dead.

intentions

1. That God may establish the Christian people in faith and unity,
 let us pray to the lord.

2. That he may rescue the entire world from all the evils of war,
 let us pray to the lord.

3. That he may be pleased to show himself a father
 to our brothers and sisters
 who lack work, food or housing,
 let us pray to the lord.

4a. That he may be pleased 
 to admit for ever to the company of the saints
 his deceased servant n.,
 who once through Baptism received the seed of eternal life,
 let us pray to the lord.

4b. That on the last day he may raise up n., 
 who fed on the Body of Christ,
 the Bread of eternal life,
 let us pray to the lord.

 (or for a priest):

 That he may grant n. a share in the heavenly liturgy,
 for he exercised the priestly office in the Church,
 let us pray to the lord.
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4c. That he may grant to the souls
 of our brothers and sisters, friends, and benefactors
 the reward of their labors,
 let us pray to the lord.

4d. That he may welcome into the light of his face
 all who have fallen asleep in the hope of the resurrection,
 let us pray to the lord.

4e. That he may graciously help and comfort
 our brothers and sisters who are suffering affliction,
 let us pray to the lord.

4f. That he may be pleased to gather into his glorious Kingdom
 all who have gathered here in faith and devotion,
 let us pray to the lord.

Priest’s Prayer 
may the prayer of those who cry to you
benefit the souls of your servants, o lord:
free them, we pray, from all their sins
and make them sharers in your redemption.
Through Christ our lord.
r. amen.
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APPENDIX VI

[In the Dioceses of the United States]

sample INVOCaTIONs 
fOR The peNITeNTIal aCT

Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us acknowledge our sins,
and so prepare ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.

a brief pause for silence follows.

the priest, or a Deacon or another minister, then may use one of the following invocations 
with Kyrie, eleison (Lord, have mercy):

i
the priest:

lord Jesus, you came to gather the nations into the peace of God’s 
kingdom:

lord, have mercy.

the people reply:

Lord, have mercy.

the priest:

lord Jesus, you come in word and sacrament to strengthen us in 
holiness:

Christ, have mercy.

the people:

christ, have mercy.

the priest:

lord Jesus, you will come in glory with salvation for your people:
lord, have mercy.

the people:

Lord, have mercy.

the absolution by the priest follows:

may almighty God have mercy on us,
forgive us our sins
and bring us to everlasting life.

the people reply:

amen.
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ii
the priest:

lord Jesus, you are mighty God and Prince of peace:
lord, have mercy.

the people reply:

Lord, have mercy.

the priest:

lord Jesus, you are the son of God and son of mary:
Christ, have mercy.

the people:

christ, have mercy.

the priest:

lord Jesus, you are Word made flesh and splendor of the Father:
lord, have mercy.

the people:

Lord, have mercy.

the absolution by the priest follows:

may almighty God have mercy on us,
forgive us our sins
and bring us to everlasting life.

the people reply:

amen.
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iii

the priest:

lord Jesus, you came to reconcile us to one another and to  
the Father:

lord, have mercy.

the people reply:

Lord, have mercy.

the priest:

lord Jesus, you heal the wounds of sin and division:
Christ, have mercy.

the people:

christ, have mercy.

the priest:

lord Jesus, you intercede for us with your Father:
lord, have mercy.

the people:

Lord, have mercy.

the absolution by the priest follows:

may almighty God have mercy on us,
forgive us our sins
and bring us to everlasting life.

the people reply:

amen.
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iv

the priest:

lord Jesus, you raise the dead to life in the spirit:
lord, have mercy.

the people reply:

Lord, have mercy.

the priest:

lord Jesus, you bring pardon and peace to the sinner:
Christ, have mercy.

the people:

christ, have mercy.

the priest:

lord Jesus, you bring light to those in darkness:
lord, have mercy.

the people:

Lord, have mercy.

the absolution by the priest follows:

may almighty God have mercy on us,
forgive us our sins
and bring us to everlasting life.

the people reply:

amen.
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v

the priest:

lord Jesus, you raise us to new life:
lord, have mercy.

the people reply:

Lord, have mercy.

the priest:

lord Jesus, you forgive us our sins:
Christ, have mercy.

the people:

christ, have mercy.

the priest:

lord Jesus, you feed us with your body and blood:
lord, have mercy.

the people:

Lord, have mercy.

the absolution by the priest follows:

may almighty God have mercy on us,
forgive us our sins
and bring us to everlasting life.

the people reply:

amen.
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vi

the priest:

lord Jesus, you have shown us the way to the Father:
lord, have mercy.

the people reply:

Lord, have mercy.

the priest:

lord Jesus, you have given us the consolation of the truth:
Christ, have mercy.

the people:

christ, have mercy.

the priest:

lord Jesus, you are the Good shepherd, leading us into everlasting 
life:

lord, have mercy.

the people:

Lord, have mercy.

the absolution by the priest follows:

may almighty God have mercy on us,
forgive us our sins
and bring us to everlasting life.

the people reply:

amen.
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vii

the priest:

lord Jesus, you healed the sick:
lord, have mercy.

the people reply:

Lord, have mercy.

the priest:

lord Jesus, you forgave sinners:
Christ, have mercy.

the people:

christ, have mercy.

the priest:

lord Jesus, you gave yourself to heal us and bring us strength:
lord, have mercy.

the people:

Lord, have mercy.

the absolution by the priest follows:

may almighty God have mercy on us,
forgive us our sins
and bring us to everlasting life.

the people reply:

amen.
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pRepaRaTION fOR mass

prayer of Saint ambrose

i draw near, loving lord Jesus Christ,
to the table of your most delightful banquet
in fear and trembling,
a sinner, presuming not upon my own merits,
but trusting rather in your goodness and mercy.
i have a heart and body defiled by my many offenses,
a mind and tongue
over which i have kept no good watch.
Therefore, o loving God, o awesome majesty,
i turn in my misery, caught in snares,
to you the fountain of mercy,
hastening to you for healing,
flying to you for protection;
and while i do not look forward to having you as Judge,
i long to have you as savior.
To you, o lord, i display my wounds,
to you i uncover my shame.
i am aware of my many and great sins,
for which i fear,
but i hope in your mercies,
which are without number.
look upon me, then, with eyes of mercy,
lord Jesus Christ, eternal King,
God and man, crucified for mankind.
listen to me, as i place my hope in you,
have pity on me, full of miseries and sins,
you, who will never cease 
to let the fountain of compassion flow.
hail, o saving Victim,
offered for me and for the whole human race
on the wood of the Cross.
hail, o noble and precious Blood,
flowing from the wounds
of Jesus Christ, my crucified lord,
and washing away the sins of all the world.
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Remember, lord, your creature,
whom you redeemed by your Blood.
i am repentant of my sins,
i desire to put right what i have done.
Take from me, therefore, most merciful Father,
all my iniquities and sins,
so that, purified in mind and body,
i may worthily taste the holy of holies.
and grant that this sacred foretaste
of your Body and Blood
which i, though unworthy, intend to receive,
may be the remission of my sins,
the perfect cleansing of my faults,
the banishment of shameful thoughts,
and the rebirth of right sentiments;
and may it encourage
a wholesome and effective performance
of deeds pleasing to you
and be a most firm defense of body and soul
against the snares of my enemies.
amen.
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prayer of Saint thomas aquinas

almighty eternal God,
behold, i come to the sacrament
of your only Begotten son,
our lord Jesus Christ,
as one sick to the physician of life,
as one unclean to the fountain of mercy,
as one blind to the light of eternal brightness,
as one poor and needy to the lord of heaven and earth.
i ask, therefore, for the abundance of your immense generosity,
that you may graciously cure my sickness,
wash away my defilement,
give light to my blindness,
enrich my poverty,
clothe my nakedness,
so that i may receive the bread of angels,
the King of kings and lord of lords,
with such reverence and humility,
such contrition and devotion,
such purity and faith,
such purpose and intention
as are conducive to the salvation of my soul.
Grant, i pray, that i may receive
not only the sacrament of the lord’s Body and Blood,
but also the reality and power of that sacrament.
o most gentle God, 
grant that i may so receive
the Body of your only Begotten son our lord Jesus Christ,
which he took from the Virgin mary,
that i may be made worthy to be incorporated into his mystical Body
and to be counted among its members.
o most loving Father,
grant that i may at last gaze for ever
upon the unveiled face of your beloved son,
whom i, a wayfarer,
propose to receive now veiled under these species:
Who lives and reigns with you for ever and ever.
amen.
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prayer to the blessed virgin Mary

o most blessed Virgin mary,
mother of tenderness and mercy,
i, a miserable and unworthy sinner,
fly to you with all the affection of my heart
and i beseech your motherly love,
that, as you stood by your most dear son, 
while he hung on the Cross,
so, in your kindness,
you may be pleased to stand by me, a poor sinner,
and all Priests who today are offering the sacrifice
here and throughout the entire holy Church,
so that with your gracious help
we may offer a worthy and acceptable oblation
in the sight of the most high and undivided Trinity.
amen.

formula of intent

my intention is to celebrate mass
and to consecrate the Body and Blood of our lord Jesus Christ
according to the Rite of holy Roman Church,
to the praise of almighty God
and all the Church triumphant,
for my good
and that of all the Church militant,
for all who have commended themselves to my prayers
in general and in particular,
and for the welfare of holy Roman Church.
amen.

may the almighty and merciful lord
grant us joy with peace,
amendment of life,
room for true repentance,
the grace and consolation of the holy spirit
and perseverance in good works.
amen.
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ThanKsGiVinG aFTeR mass

prayer of Saint thomas aquinas

i give you thanks,
lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God,
who have been pleased to nourish me,
a sinner and your unworthy servant,
with the precious Body and Blood
of your son, our lord Jesus Christ:
this through no merits of mine, 
but due solely to the graciousness of your mercy.

and i pray that this holy Communion
may not be for me an offense to be punished,
but a saving plea for forgiveness.
may it be for me the armor of faith,
and the shield of good will.
may it cancel my faults,
destroy concupiscence and carnal passion,
increase charity and patience, humility and obedience 
and all the virtues,
may it be a firm defense against the snares of all my enemies,
both visible and invisible,
the complete calming of my impulses,
both of the flesh and of the spirit,
a firm adherence to you, the one true God,
and the joyful completion of my life’s course.

and i beseech you to lead me, a sinner,
to that banquet beyond all telling,
where with your son and the holy spirit
you are the true light of your saints,
fullness of satisfied desire, eternal gladness,
consummate delight and perfect happiness.
Through Christ our lord.
amen.
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prayer to the Most holy redeemer

soul of Christ, sanctify me.
Body of Christ, save me.
Blood of Christ, embolden me.
Water from the side of Christ, wash me.
Passion of Christ, strengthen me.
o good Jesus, hear me.
Within your wounds hide me.
never permit me to be parted from you.
From the evil enemy defend me.
at the hour of my death call me
and bid me come to you,
that with your saints i may praise you
for age upon age.
amen.

prayer of Self-offering

Receive, lord, my entire freedom.
accept the whole of my memory,
my intellect and my will.
Whatever i have or possess,
it was you who gave it to me;
i restore it to you in full,
and i surrender it completely
to the guidance of your will.
Give me only love of you
together with your grace,
and i am rich enough
and ask for nothing more.
amen.
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prayer to our Lord Jesus christ crucified

Behold, o good and loving Jesus,
that i cast myself on my knees before you
and, with the greatest fervor of spirit,
i pray and beseech you to instill into my heart
ardent sentiments of faith, hope and charity,
with true repentance for my sins
and a most firm purpose of amendment.
With deep affection and sorrow
i ponder intimately
and contemplate in my mind your five wounds,
having before my eyes what the prophet David
had already put in your mouth about yourself, o good Jesus:
They have pierced my hands and my feet;
they have numbered all my bones (Ps 21: 17-18).
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the universal prayer attributed to pope clement Xi

i believe, o lord, but may i believe more firmly;
i hope, but may i hope more securely;
i love, but may i love more ardently;
i sorrow, but may i sorrow more deeply.

i adore you as my first beginning;
i long for you as my last end;
i praise you as my constant benefactor;
i invoke you as my gracious protector.

By your wisdom direct me,
by your righteousness restrain me,
by your indulgence console me,
by your power protect me.

i offer you, lord, my thoughts to be directed to you,
my words, to be about you,
my deeds, to respect your will,
my trials, to be endured for you.

i will whatever you will,
i will it because you will it,
i will it in the way you will it,
i will it for as long as you will it.

lord, enlighten my understanding, i pray:
arouse my will,
cleanse my heart,
sanctify my soul.

may i weep for past sins,
repel future temptations,
correct evil inclinations,
nurture appropriate virtues.

Give me, good God,
love for you, hatred for myself,
zeal for my neighbor,
contempt for the world.

may i strive to obey superiors,
to help those dependent on me,
to have care for my friends,
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forgiveness for my enemies.

may i conquer sensuality by austerity,
avarice by generosity,
anger by gentleness,
lukewarmness by fervor.

Render me prudent in planning,
steadfast in dangers,
patient in adversity,
humble in prosperity.

make me, o lord, attentive at prayer,
moderate at meals,
diligent in work,
steadfast in intent.

may i be careful to maintain interior innocence,
outward modesty,
exemplary behavior,
a regular life.

may i be always watchful in subduing nature,
in nourishing grace,
in observing your law,
in winning salvation.

may i learn from you
how precarious are earthly things,
how great divine things,
how fleeting is time,
how lasting things eternal.

Grant that i may prepare for death,
fear judgment,
flee hell,
gain paradise.
Through Christ our lord.
amen.
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prayers to the blessed virgin Mary

o mary, Virgin and mother most holy,
behold, i have received your most dear son,
whom you conceived in your immaculate womb,
brought forth, nursed and embraced most tenderly.
Behold him at whose sight
you used to rejoice and be filled with all delight;
him whom, humbly and lovingly,
once again i present
and offer him to you
to be clasped in your arms,
to be loved by your heart,
and to be offered up to the most holy Trinity
as the supreme worship of adoration,
for your own honor and glory
and for my needs and for those of the whole world.
i ask you therefore, most loving mother:
entreat for me the forgiveness of all my sins
and, in abundant measure, the grace 
of serving him in the future more faithfully,
and at the last, final grace,
so that with you i may praise him
for all the ages of ages.
amen.

hail, mary, full of grace, the lord is with you;
blessed are you among women,
and blessed is the fruit of your womb, Jesus.
holy mary, mother of God,
pray for us sinners
now and at the hour of our death.
amen. 
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