ThM 544 Theology of Marriage and Human Sexuality
Midterm Examination, 2010-
To be returned by Friday, October 22
In your answers, when you refer to numbered sections of Catholic Teaching Documents (canons, encyclicals, the Catechism, etc.) DO NOT simply cut and paste the text into your answer.  SUMMARIZE ACCURATELY what the relevant text says, just as you would in any real pastoral situation.  Please answer all parts of all three questions
1)
A 23year old man comes to see you, his parish priest. He has been married for ten months.  He tells you that “the spark has gone out” of his marriage and he no longer has the same “deep feelings” for his wife he had before their marriage or in the first few months of their life together.  He wonders whether their “love may not have been real”.  He asks you whether God expects him to stay in a relationship that “may have been a mistake” and in which he is no longer happy.

How would you assess this man’s situation?

What questions would you ask him, and what advice (including possible readings) would you offer him?

2)
A 24 year old man comes to see you, his parish priest. He confides to you that his sexual orientation is towards other males.   He has been told that the Catholic Church teaches that having a homosexual orientation is a “disorder”, and for this reason he is considering leaving the Church.

What do you tell him? Please include a broad discussion of what the Church means by “disordered” in official teaching documents, especially the Catechism of the Catholic Church 
3) 
What did St. Augustine mean by the “goods of marriage”?  How have these “goods” been traditionally ranked in Church teaching documents prior to the Twentieth Century (that is, which has been regarded as “higher” than the other[s]) , and how have they been ranked more recently?  What does this shift in emphasis signify?
